
New Resilience

“If we are ‘out of our mind,’as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For Christ’s love 
compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those 
who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” (2 Corinthians 
5:13-15)

“Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was 
pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly 
on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger 
from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. I 
have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone 
without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the 
churches.” (2 Corinthians 11:24-28)

Compelled by love

Convinced by the Resurrection (Acts 9:1-7) 

Death of Jesus vs. The Resurrection of Jesus

So what? 
1. Be reconciled to God

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20)

2. Experience the power of the resurrection in 
a. suffering 

“If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus with no more than human hopes, what have I gained? If the dead are 
not raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.’” (1 Corinthians 15:32)

b. serving 
“And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them 
and was raised again.” (2 Corinthians 5:15)

3. Prerequisite for resurrection   
“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.” (2 
Corinthians 5:14)

RESURRECTION AS A WAY OF LIFE

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Most gracious God, help me to seek Christ’s love as my most compelling motivation in life. I want to show Jesus 

my love and appreciation for all that he has done to save me. I want to live for Jesus so others know he is Lord 

of my life. I want my words and life to show his love to others so they can truly experience it and come to know 

him. Give me courage and perseverance to live this way. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

Description for Series
While Easter is a significant day on our calendar, we can approach Jesus’ resurrection as an event we only celebrate 
one Sunday of the year. The writers of the New Testament, however, viewed the resurrection differently. It’s not a 
solitary event—it’s actually an event that changes everything. Because of the resurrection, God’s “new creation” is 
now unfolding, and with this new reality comes a new way to live. In this series, we will examine New Testament texts 
that describe the implications of Easter and explain how we can approach the resurrection as a way of life.
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R E S U R R E C T I O N  A S  A  W A Y  O F  L I F E

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is 2 Corinthians 5:14-15.

“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  And he died for all, that 

those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

The resurrection delivers us from self-indulgence. The resurrection gives us something to live for and shows that 
our work matters. The resurrection means that I can give myself to something beyond myself.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-15.

• What motivated Paul to share the gospel with others?  

• What does Paul mean by this phrase, “If we are ‘out of our mind,’ as some say, it is for God.” 

• What does it mean to be compelled by the love of Christ?

Reflect on Paul’s idea that because he knew what it was to fear God, he wanted to persuade others to 
know God, too.  How is this idea true in your life? Let the Spirit guide your thoughts about how this can 
be a reality for you.

Respond by looking for opportunities to live for Christ instead of yourself. Intentionally do something 
that seems “extreme” to others but that is a way to showing your devotion to Christ.

DAY  T W O

Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-10. 

• What is the earthly tent Paul refers to in verse 1? Why does Paul call it a tent? How would it be 
destroyed? 

• How does the Spirit guarantee what is to come? Why is this important? 

• How would you describe what it means that “we live by faith, not by sight?” How does knowing we will 
face God after death affect how we live now?

Reflect on what it means to be confident in the way you live today. How do Paul’s words encourage you 
in the way you live each day?

Respond by choosing to live in obedience to God’s Word. Make choices this week that honor him and 
show others that you are choosing obedience as a way of life.

DAY  O N E



1. What does it mean to be compelled to share the love of Christ? How have you obeyed this directive in 
your life? When haven’t you obeyed? 

2. How has suffering formed your character and turned your heart toward heaven? How has it changed 
your understanding of your salvation? 

3. How have you seen that in others? Have you seen it in  yourself? 

4. What are the implications of the resurrection for our personal lives?  

5. What does it mean to die daily to yourself and embrace the power of the resurrection? 

6. In what areas of your life do you need to die in order to experience the power of the resurrection?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21.

• What does the phrase, “we regard no one from a worldly point of view” in verse 16 mean?” 

• What is the ministry of reconciliation? Why would God give it to us and how do we accomplish this? 

• What does it mean to become the “righteousness of God?” Why is it important that we embrace this 
idea as a way of life?

Reflect on what it means to you to be given the ministry of reconciliation? Why is it so important that you 
choose to practice reconciliation?

Respond by taking the ministry of reconciliation seriously. Who is the Spirit directing you to engage as 
his ambassador? How can you bring an attitude of reconciliation in your relationships with family, friends, 
and co-workers?

DAY  T H R E E


