
New Future
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy 
went and sold all he had and bought that field.” (Matthew 13:44)

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3)

1. We have been saved (Justified)
 Why do we need mercy?

• We are “slaves of depravity.” (2 Peter 2:19)
• We are dead in our sins. (Eph. 2:1; Col 2:13)
• We are “enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures.” (Titus 3:3)
• All people are under the power of sin; “There is no one righteous, not even one.” (Romans 3:9-10)

2. We are being saved (Sanctified)
 How does the Holy Spirit sanctify us?

• Convicting you of sin in your life. (John 16:8)
• Empowering you for ministry. (Acts 2:4; 6:3, 11:24)
• Filling you with godly desires. (Eph. 5:18-21; Rom. 8:5-9)
• Transforming you into Jesus’ likeness. (Eph. 4:24; Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:2)

Don’t try hard; train hard. “Train yourself to be godly” (1 Timothy 4:7. See also Luke 6:40; 1 Timothy 4:6-8; 2 
Timothy 3:16; Titus 2:12; Hebrews 5:14; 12:11; Matthew 13:52)

3. We will be saved (Glorified)
 So what exactly do we “inherit” once we are in Heaven?

1. Eternal life with God. (John 3:16)
2. Beauty of a new world. (Ephesians 1:18; Hebrews 11:10)
3. Riches we cannot imagine. (1 Corinthians 2:9)
4. Authority to reign with Jesus. (Matthew 19:28; 1 Corinthians 6:2; Revelation 22:3-5)

 What’s going to be so “glorious” about us?
1. Our bodies will be transformed. (1 Corinthians 15:35-50; Philippians 3:20-21)
2. Our soul will be sinless. (Romans 8:29-30; 2 Corinthians 3:18)
3. Our desires will be perfected. (Revelation 22:3; 1 Corinthians 13:9-12; 2 Peter 1:3-4)
4. Our works will be rewarded. (Matthew 25:34; 1 Peter 5:4; James 2:5)

 

Recommended books:
• To learn more about the doctrine of salvation, I recommend reading The Cross and Salvation by Bruce 

Demarest.
• For a visual representation of salvation and Heaven and Hell, read The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis.

RESURRECTION AS A WAY OF LIFE

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Praise to God, the Father, the Son and the Spirit! Because of your overflowing grace and abundant mercy, we 

can be part of your family and experience a new birth because of the redemptive work of the cross. We thank 

you for giving us a living hope both now and forever.  In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

Description for Series
While Easter is a significant day on our calendar, we can approach Jesus’ resurrection as an event we only celebrate 
one Sunday of the year. The writers of the New Testament, however, viewed the resurrection differently. It’s not a 
solitary event—it’s actually an event that changes everything. Because of the resurrection, God’s “new creation” is 
now unfolding, and with this new reality comes a new way to live. In this series, we will examine New Testament texts 
that describe the implications of Easter and explain how we can approach the resurrection as a way of life.
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R E S U R R E C T I O N  A S  A  W A Y  O F  L I F E

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is 1 Peter 1:3.

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

In light of the resurrection, we are to be people of hope. Without biblical hope, we can become naïve optimists 
who pretend that life is always good or hardened cynics who assume that life will always be bad. The hope of the 
resurrection empowers us to move forward, even when following Christ entails costs.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read 1 Peter 1:1-9. The questions for today will focus on verses 3-5.

• Why does Peter write that our new birth gives us a living hope? How would you define “living hope?” 

• What comes to mind when you realize that you have an inheritance being kept for you in heaven? 

• What does it mean in verse 5 that there is an element of salvation that won’t be revealed until the 
“last time?”

Reflect on what it means to receive the gift of salvation because of God’s great mercy.

Respond by intentionally choosing to interact with people in a manner that shows that you have a “living 
hope.”  

DAY  T W O

Read 1 Peter 1:1-9. The questions for day one will focus on verses one and two. 

• Peter is the author of this epistle. How does Peter define himself? How does Peter describe the people 
to whom he is writing?   

• How would you describe what it means to be chosen by God ? 

• What is the Spirit’s role in the process of coming to God? What is your response to being chosen? 

Reflect on the sanctifying work of the Spirit in your life. How have you matured in your faith since first 
becoming a follower of Christ?

Respond by listing reasons you are thankful for your salvation.

DAY  O N E



1. Peter talks about three aspects of our faith:
a. You have been saved-justification
b. You are being saved-sanctification
c. You will be saved-glorification
Discuss the difference of these three terms and how each one impacts your spiritual journey. 

2. How does your life reflect the kind of hope Peter describes in this passage? When do you struggle to 
live as a person of hope? 

3. How does knowing who you are (child of God), whose you are (belong to God), and where you belong 
(citizen of heaven) change the way you experience and live life as someone in but not of the world? 

4. What has been most challenging to you during times of suffering? What has been most encouraging 
during those times? 

5. The work of the Spirit is foundational to how we live out our salvation. Pastor Nik talked about 
how important it is that we train to live a life of faith and not just try harder. How does our training 
cooperate with the work of the Spirit in producing the hope of our salvation? 

6. Take time with your family or your group to express joy over the living hope that you have as a result 
of the salvation you have received.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read 1 Peter 1:1-9. The questions for today will focus on verses 6-9. 

• How should we view the suffering that we experience in this world? 

• List ways that your faith is more valuable than gold. 

• Read verses 8 and 9 again. In what ways is the salvation of your soul the end result of your faith?

Reflect on how the hope that you have impacts your life today and for eternity.

Respond by journaling about ways the times you experienced trials, hardships or suffering have helped 
you grow and mature in your faith. Take time to thank God for his presence with you through your trials 
and praise him for the way you have changed because of those trials.

DAY  T H R E E


