
The Power of Wisdom
What would make this summer meaningful for you?

“The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: for gaining wisdom and instruction; for understanding 
words of insight; for receiving instruction in prudent behavior, doing what is right and just and fair; for giving 
prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the young—let the wise listen and add to their 
learning, and let the discerning get guidance…” (Proverbs 1:1-5)

Wisdom – living well in God’s world

Why take this seriously? 

• Because we live in a moral universe.

• Because wisdom is available to all.

• Because if we are not shaped by wisdom, we will be shaped by something else.

Engaging Proverbs well: 

• Understand that proverbs are general observations about life.

“Like a city whose walls are broken through is a person who lacks self-control.” (Proverbs 25:28)

• Proverbs reminds us of our agency and our responsibility.

Action steps…

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)

WISDOM FOR LIFE

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Most gracious Father, help me posture myself before you as someone who desires to know you deeply and 

listen to your teaching. Lord, I ask you to pour out your wisdom and knowledge on my life. Spirit, reveal to me 

areas of my life where I am depending on myself and my own way of thinking. Give me clarity and direction so 

that I will not live in a foolish way.  I pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen.

Description for Series
How would you fill in this blank? “If I only had more ___________, my life would be better.” You might say money or 
time or even opportunities. While there are all sorts of ways we can fill in that blank, the ancient book of Proverbs 
invites us to think differently; it challenges us to see that what we really need is wisdom. In fact, the book even 
envisions wisdom as someone calling out to us right now—inviting us to pay attention. This summer we will accept 
that invitation and explore how this book addresses everyday topics like speech, friendship, family, work, and money. 
Along the way, we will see that Proverbs guides us in developing wisdom for life.
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W I S D O M  F O R  L I F E

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Proverbs 1:7.

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Proverbs 1:1-7.

• Continue memorizing Proverbs 1:7 

• Re-write the verse in your own words.

DAY  T W O

Read Proverbs 1:1-7. 

• List three ideas and/or principles that you learned from these verses. 

• Begin to memorize Proverbs 1:7

DAY  O N E

Read Proverbs 1:1-7.

• What steps of obedience is the Spirit prompting you to take after focusing on Proverbs 1:1-7? 

• Continue memorizing Proverbs 1:7.

DAY  T H R E E

What nugget of wisdom did you glean from the verses this week?What nugget of wisdom did you glean from the verses this week?

TA K E A W A Y


