
Friendship

“Listen, my son, and be wise, and set your heart on the right path.” (Proverbs 23:19)

“Paths” in Proverbs:

• Straight path, crooked path (Prov. 2: 9-15)
• Righteous path, wicked path (Prov. 4:14-18)
• Path to death, path to life (Prov. 5:5-6)
• Sluggard’s path, diligent’s path (Prov. 15:19)
• Paths leading to a trap or a reward (Prov 28:10) 

“Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.” (Proverbs 13:20)

Three kinds of people in Proverbs:

• Evil (Proverbs 1:10, 18)
• Fool (Proverbs 17:7; 14:15)
• Wise (Proverbs 13:20)

Two insights:

1.       Discover why it’s so hard to find terrific friends.
2.       Redefine the kind of friends you want.

“Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all sound judgment.” (Proverbs 
18:1, ESV)

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” (Proverbs 27:17)

“Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend comes from his earnest counsel.” 
(Proverbs 27:9, ESV)

“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” 
(Proverbs 18:24, ESV)

WISDOM FOR LIFE

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Dear Father, work in my heart to become someone who cares for others and loves like Christ. Give me strength 

and patience to walk with others during times of hardship and struggle. In Jesus name, Amen.

Description for Series
How would you fill in this blank? “If I only had more ___________, my life would be better.” You might say money or 
time or even opportunities. While there are all sorts of ways we can fill in that blank, the ancient book of Proverbs 
invites us to think differently; it challenges us to see that what we really need is wisdom. In fact, the book even 
envisions wisdom as someone calling out to us right now—inviting us to pay attention. This summer we will accept 
that invitation and explore how this book addresses everyday topics like speech, friendship, family, work, and money. 
Along the way, we will see that Proverbs guides us in developing wisdom for life.
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W E E K L Y  W I S D O M

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Proverbs 17:17.

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

What if the effectiveness of my life is related to the quality of my relationships? According to Proverbs, if we are 
to live well, we won’t do it in isolation—we need good friends. In this message, we will not only see the value of 
friendship, we will also observe what it takes to be a true friend.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Proverbs 18:24.

• Continue memorizing Proverbs 17:17. 

• How have reliable friends helped you live in a positive way? How have unreliable friends hindered 
your walk with Jesus? 

• What does it mean to you to have a friend who is “closer than a brother/sister?”

DAY  T W O

Read Proverbs 17:17. 

• What does it mean to you to be a person who loves at all times? And what does it mean to have a 
friend who loves you at all times? 

• Begin to memorize Proverbs 17:17.

DAY  O N E

Read Proverbs 13:20 and 27:17.

•  Continue memorizing Proverbs 17:17. 

• How does having wise friends help you become wise? How can having people who are foolish 
hamper your daily walk? 

• What steps of obedience is the Spirit prompting you to take after focusing on what Proverbs says 
about having wise friends?

DAY  T H R E E

What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?

TA K E A W A Y

Proverbs tells us that words can give life or bring death. This week will focus on how we can develop 
biblical friendships with one another. 


