
Marriage

The Potential for Marriage
“May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth…may you ever be 
intoxicated with her love.” (Proverbs 5:18-19)

“He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the Lord.” (Proverbs 18:22)

The Dangers within Marriage
“Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.” (Proverbs 17:1)

“…a quarrelsome wife is like the constant dripping of a leaky roof.” (Proverbs 19:13)

Proverbs’ vision for marriage:
“...who has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made before God.” (Proverbs 2:17)

Marriage: a covenant before God to be intimate allies as husband and wife.

What can get in the way?
• Unrealistic expectations
• Unhealthy habits
• Unhelpful schedules

WISDOM FOR LIFE

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Dear Father, I pray that the interactions that we have in our marriage would bring joy and peace. May the 
meals that we share as a couple be times of quiet and not quarreling. For those who are not married, I pray 
that relationships with friends, family, and co-workers would be encouraging and bring peace to the soul.  

Help us to enjoy meals together as a time to connect and care for one another both in our marriages and our 
friendships. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Description for Series
How would you fill in this blank? “If I only had more ___________, my life would be better.” You might say money or 
time or even opportunities. While there are all sorts of ways we can fill in that blank, the ancient book of Proverbs 
invites us to think differently; it challenges us to see that what we really need is wisdom. In fact, the book even 
envisions wisdom as someone calling out to us right now—inviting us to pay attention. This summer we will accept 
that invitation and explore how this book addresses everyday topics like speech, friendship, family, work, and money. 
Along the way, we will see that Proverbs guides us in developing wisdom for life.

J U LY  1 0

W E E K L Y  W I S D O M

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Proverbs 17:1 (The Message).

“A meal of bread and water in contented peace is better than a banquet spiced with quarrels.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

As Proverbs guides us in developing skills for life, it addresses themes associated with marriage and family. While 
it speaks with clarity about the great potential for marriage, it also notes the dangers that lurk along the way. So, if 
you are married, what skills should you be developing and what habits should you be avoiding?

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Proverbs 2:16-17.

• Continue memorizing and praying Proverbs 17:1. 

• These verses form a foundational way of looking at marriage. Someone who is anticipating marriage 
or who is already married needs to consider what it looks like to see marriage as a covenant 
relationship. Describe what a covenant relationship looks like to you in a marriage relationship.

DAY  T W O

Read Proverbs 17:1. 

• Begin to memorize Proverbs 17:1. Pray the verse this week. 

• Think about this verse in the context of your marriage or family interactions. Are you a peacemaker or 
a troublemaker in those situations? Pray about and consider ways you can live wisely.

DAY  O N E

Read Proverbs 18:22.
Find a good spouse, you find a good life—and even more: the favor of GOD! (The Message version)

• Continue memorizing and praying Proverbs 17:1. 

• Why does Solomon state that finding a good spouse leads to finding a good life? What are specific 
ways that this would be lived out in a marriage relationship?  

• Why do you think finding a good spouse leads to the favor of God?

DAY  T H R E E

What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?

TA K E A W A Y

This week our study in Proverbs will focus on how we can develop marriages that honor God in our 
attitudes, actions, and words.  


