
Family

What’s the goal of parenting?
It can be focused toward a child’s:
• Happiness
• Habits
• Heart

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” (Proverbs 4:23)

How do I do this?
• Love
“For I too was a son to my father, still tender, and cherished by my mother.” (Proverbs 4:3)

• Learning
“Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention and gain understanding.” (Proverbs 4:1)

• Limits
“Discipline your children, for in that there is hope…” (Proverbs 19:18)

• Lifestyle
“I instruct you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths.” (Proverbs 4:11)

WISDOM FOR LIFE

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Dear Father, Give me the insight, discernment, and courage to discipline my children. May I look at discipline 

not just as punishment for actions, but also as a way to guide, instruct, and teach. Give me the wisdom to 

choose consequences that fit the action and may I do everything in love. I need your help to parent my 

children in a way that will lead them to your heart. In the name of the Father, Son and Spirit, Amen.

Description for Series
How would you fill in this blank? “If I only had more ___________, my life would be better.” You might say money or 
time or even opportunities. While there are all sorts of ways we can fill in that blank, the ancient book of Proverbs 
invites us to think differently; it challenges us to see that what we really need is wisdom. In fact, the book even 
envisions wisdom as someone calling out to us right now—inviting us to pay attention. This summer we will accept 
that invitation and explore how this book addresses everyday topics like speech, friendship, family, work, and money. 
Along the way, we will see that Proverbs guides us in developing wisdom for life.
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W E E K L Y  W I S D O M

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Proverbs 19:18.

“Discipline your children, for in that there is hope, do not be a willing party to their death.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

If you are a parent, how would you describe your parenting style? One approach is to parent towards a child’s 
happiness—as long as they are happy, life is good. Another is to parent toward habits—helping our kids develop 
skills for life and work. While these approaches have their place, Proverbs encourages parenting at a deeper level—
parenting to the heart. In this message, we will see what this approach looks like, and why it is important.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Proverbs 17:6.

• Continue memorizing and praying Proverbs 19:18. 

• Restate this verse in your own words. What would you say is your goal in parenting your children? 
How would you define this goal: helpful or hindering?  

• How can you have healthy goals for your children and communicate well to them?  

DAY  T W O

Read Proverbs 19:18. 

• How would you define discipline? How is discipline both a healthy and necessary part of growing as 
followers of Jesus? 

• How do love, communication, and discipline work together? What should the desired outcome be 
from those moments? 

• Begin to memorize Proverbs 19:18. Pray the verse this week.

DAY  O N E

Read Proverbs 20:7. 

• Continue memorizing and praying Proverbs 19:18. 

• What would you say is a blameless life? As a parent, how can you model a healthy life that you want 
your children to have? As a child, how can you live in a way that honors and respects your parents?  

• What are some areas you could grow in as a parent…as a child? Spend time praying for one another 
together and ask God to help you grow in your relationship with one another.

DAY  T H R E E

What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?

TA K E A W A Y

This week our study in Proverbs will focus on the wisdom needed to parent toward the heart and the 
habits of children, and not just their happiness. 


