
Work

What sets Proverbs apart
• How to live in harmony with God’s creation
• How to live excellently and use practical wisdom
• How to live in the Fear of the LORD (Proverbs 1:7)

The Character of the Sluggard
• The Sluggard will not make up his mind (Proverbs 6:9-10)
• The Sluggard will not finish things (Proverbs 26:15)
• The Sluggard will not face things as they are (Proverbs 26:13)

Lessons for the Sluggard
• Inner Motivation (Proverbs 6:7)
• Hard Work (Proverbs 6:8)
• Future Preparation (Proverbs 6:8)

WISDOM FOR LIFE

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Dear Father, the images of the ant and sluggard are a good reminder about how you want us to view work. 
Remind me that I can be wise in how I work as I approach my work like the ant who is a self-starter and 

proactive in how it does its job. Help me be more like the ant and do my best at whatever I am called to do. 
Keep me from laziness of thought and action when it comes to the way I work. I pray this in the powerful name 

of Jesus, Amen.

Description for Series
How would you fill in this blank? “If I only had more ___________, my life would be better.” You might say money or 
time or even opportunities. While there are all sorts of ways we can fill in that blank, the ancient book of Proverbs 
invites us to think differently; it challenges us to see that what we really need is wisdom. In fact, the book even 
envisions wisdom as someone calling out to us right now—inviting us to pay attention. This summer we will accept 
that invitation and explore how this book addresses everyday topics like speech, friendship, family, work, and money. 
Along the way, we will see that Proverbs guides us in developing wisdom for life.

J U LY  2 4

W E E K L Y  W I S D O M

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Proverbs 6:6-8.

“Discipline your children, for in that there is hope, do not be a willing party to their death.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

As Proverbs invites us to develop wisdom for living productively, the book gives us insight into how we are to 
engage our work. On the one hand, it encourages us to be diligent, trustworthy and generous towards others. 
By contrast, it challenges us to avoid the lifestyle of a sluggard—a person who experiences restlessness and 
uselessness because they don’t start things, they don’t finish things, and they don’t face hard things well.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Proverbs 6:9-11.

• Continue memorizing and praying Proverbs 6:6-8. 

• Restate this verse in your own words.  

• These verses are a wake up call to us about how we approach work. How does God’s original intent for 
Adam and Eve to work the garden help us understand work differently?

DAY  T W O

Read Proverbs 6:6-8. 

• What’s the difference between an ant and a slug and how they engage with life? 

• What do these images teach you about work? 

• Begin to memorize Proverbs 6:6-8. Pray the verse this week.

DAY  O N E

Read Proverbs 6:6-11. 

• Continue memorizing and praying Proverbs 6:6-8. 

• Interact with this phrase, “We are called to live a life of worship and work is an act of worship.” How 
has this been true in your and vocation? How could be it true? 

• What would it like for you to go to work tomorrow with this perspective?

DAY  T H R E E

What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?

TA K E A W A Y

This week our study in Proverbs will focus on work and help us think about what it means to see our work 
as an act of worship.


