
Money

“Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and 
so dishonor the name of my God.” (Proverbs 30:8-9)

Proverbs describes four kinds of people when it comes to money:
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The only way to become godly and rich is to practice before you get rich.
• Principle #1: Money will drive you towards greed…
• Principle #2: …unless you can direct it towards godliness.

Proverbs highlighted in the sermon:
• “Better the poor whose walk is blameless than the rich whose ways are perverse.” (Proverbs 28:6)
• “Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.”  

(Proverbs 1:19 ESV) 
• “One person pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.” 

 (Proverbs 13:7)
• “Better a little with the fear of the Lord than great wealth with turmoil.” (Proverbs 15:16)
• “Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.” (Proverbs 17:1)
• “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to 

overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9–10)
• Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, But righteousness delivers from death. (Proverbs 11:4)

For further study of money in the book of Proverbs, see below:
• Work ethic vs. Laziness. Proverbs 6:10-11; 20.13
• Patience vs. “Get rich quick.” Proverbs 13:11; 21:5; 28:20
• Generosity vs. Greed. Proverbs 11:24-25; 29:4
• Using money vs. worshipping money. Proverbs 11:28; 23:4-5; 30:8-9; Ecclesiastes 5:10
• Giving vs. Taking. Proverbs 1:19; 21:26; 30:15
• Saving vs. Incurring debt. Proverbs 13:22; 22:7
For further study on the topic of faith and money, I recommend the following resources:
• For a biblical theology of money, read Neither Poverty nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Material Possessions by Craig 

Blomberg.
• For a highly practical and challenging read on how your money is related to your faith, see How to Be Rich: It’s Not 

What You Have. It’s What You Do With What You Have by Andy Stanley.
• For a short, challenging podcast episode, I recommend “Episode 11: Money” on Becoming Something with Jonathan 

Pokluda. 

WISDOM FOR LIFE

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Most Holy God, it is so easy for me to get distracted by the pursuit of money and the desire to have more. 
I need you your help to keep my priorities right. May I pursue you with all my strength and energy and 

remember that you should be my first and mor important priority.  Help me order my desires by using your 
wisdom and discernment that leads me to your heart.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Description for Series
How would you fill in this blank? “If I only had more ___________, my life would be better.” You might say money or 
time or even opportunities. While there are all sorts of ways we can fill in that blank, the ancient book of Proverbs 
invites us to think differently; it challenges us to see that what we really need is wisdom. In fact, the book even 
envisions wisdom as someone calling out to us right now—inviting us to pay attention. This summer we will accept 
that invitation and explore how this book addresses everyday topics like speech, friendship, family, work, and money. 
Along the way, we will see that Proverbs guides us in developing wisdom for life.
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W E E K L Y  W I S D O M

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The verse to memorize and pray for this week is Proverbs 15:16

“Better a little with the fear of the Lord than great wealth with turmoil.” 

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

What questions come to your mind when we talk about money? For instance, how do I deal with the rising cost of 
inflation? How much do I need to retire? How will I get out of debt? While those questions are important, Proverbs 
invites us to think more deeply about our finances. It asserts that money issues aren’t just about the money—they 
are also matters of the heart. Thus, the author warns that we should be aware of the dangers of having too little and 
having too much. He challenges us to understand what it looks like to handle money wisely.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Proverbs 30:8-9.

• Continue memorizing and praying Proverbs 15:16 Restate this verse in your own words.  

• Why is it important to have a balanced view of money, wealth (i.e possessions and status)?  

• Discuss this quote by Arthur Schopenhauer “Wealth is like sea-water; the more we drink, the thirstier 
we become.” 

DAY  T W O

Read Proverbs 15:16. 

• How does great wealth lead to turmoil? 

• What causes tension in your life in prioritizing your relationship with the Lord over pursuing wealth? 

• Begin to memorize Proverbs 15:16. Pray the verse this week.

DAY  O N E

Read Proverbs 28:6 and 17:1. 

• Continue memorizing and praying Proverbs 15:16 

• What do these two verses say about the heart and how to handle wealth with integrity? 

• Using these two verses as examples, create your own “proverb” with a similar contrast. What thoughts 
and emotions did you experience when writing the proverb?

DAY  T H R E E

What nugget of wisdom did you glean from these verses this week?

TA K E A W A Y

This week our study in Proverbs will focus on money and help us think about what it means to have a 
biblical perspective on money and finances.



• Work ethic vs. Laziness. Proverbs 6:10-11; 20.13
• Patience vs. “Get rich quick.” Proverbs 13:11; 21:5; 28:20
• Generosity vs. Greed. Proverbs 11:24-25; 29:4
• Using money vs. worshipping money. Proverbs 11:28; 23:4-5; 30:8-9; Ecclesiastes 5:10
• Giving vs. Taking. Proverbs 1:19; 21:26; 30:15
• Saving vs. Incurring debt. Proverbs 13:22; 22:7

FOR FURTHER STUDY OF MONEY IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS, SEE BELOW:


