
TOP TEN RESPONSIBILITIES OF A READER 
There are countless articles about “getting your script past a reader.” Everyone  
wants to know how to please, surpass, cajole and snow the reader. But what about  
the reader’s responsibility? Why is it that one of the most important pieces of the 
Hollywood pie is often decided by someone who is grossly underqualified? The fate of 
many million-dollar movies lies in the hands of a volunteer, a spouse, a friend, and, yep, 
a mom. Readers learn on the fly, by trial and error and between the cracks. Then the 
decision to make or break a writer’s career rests in their hands. Yikes! 

So, do you want to be a reader? Then know this: readers have a responsibility to the 
development executives who are inundated with screenplays. Readers have a 
responsibility to writers who have put their lifeblood into a screenplay. Better said, here 
are the top ten responsibilities of a reader. 

1. You are an important part of the process. Own it! 

2. Your goal is to advance the project, not your own career. Hounding producers 
and slipping your script under the bathroom stall? Yeah, not allowed. 

3. If you’re a reader, you’re a writer. Writers depend on you to retell their story in the 
coverage. Readers need to know how to write. 

4. Show writers respect. They’re been through a lot! Your coverage should offer 
constructive suggestions without being mean, snarky and/or degrading. A bitter 
coverage says more about you than is does about the script. Take a nap. Start 
again. 

5. Story editors, development executives and producers are juggling a wide array of 
unusual responsibilities. Make their job easier every chance you get. Don’t blame 
them for your overwhelm. Don’t roll your eyes (either literally or on the page) 
and/or be disrespectful.  

6. Turn your coverage in on time! Don’t make the story editor hunt you down. 

7. People trust you with privileged material. Be professional. No sharing. No 
gossiping. No social media posts. No script selfies. Keep a secret! 

8. It’s up to you to present a writer’s vision to the world in the best possible light 
while always remaining honest and acting with integrity. Kindergarten rules apply. 

9. You are a much needed champion for writers. Cherish it. 

10.  You are a solid resource for producers. Own it. 

These are qualities that will make writers want to consult with you. These are qualities 
that will make producers and development executives want to work with you. Be a 
reader with pride. Make movies happen. 


