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What is
MiniChurch?
Small groups have been 
central to the Church since 
its beginnings. In fact, 
Jesus formed one when He 
called the twelve apostles; 
twelve men from diverse 
backgrounds, yet all united 
together for a single cause – to 
spread the good news of the 
Gospel throughout the world. 
At Hope Chapel, we call our 
small groups “MiniChurches”. 
MiniChurch is a place where 
we encourage, strengthen, 
and equip each other. A place 
for us to safely challenge 
each other to grow in faith. In 
MiniChurch we experience life 
together and strive to be more 
like Jesus Christ.

 MiniChurch Testimony
“We have absolutely loved being a 
part of our MiniChurch. We moved 
from Oklahoma in November, not 
knowing anyone. We visited Hope 
Chapel and the wonderful church 
members helped us get plugged in 
immediately. We were invited to a 
MiniChurch, and everyone made us 
feel so loved and welcome. Being a 
part of a smaller group of believers 
from Hope Chapel is wonderful 
because those people pray for 
you, support you, encourage you, 
and challenge you as you all seek 
to follow God together.
 
Hebrews 10:25 tells us “Not to 

neglect meeting together, as is the habit of some, but to encourage one 
another...” MiniChurch helps people meet together to study God’s Word 
and provides a place for believers to be encouraged in their walk of 
faith.
 
We went through some really hard things after moving to California, 
and we are so thankful for the way our MiniChurch family surrounded 
us with support and prayer. We are so grateful for the biblical counsel 
and amazing friendships that God provided through our MiniChurch.”
 
The Volpe Family
MiniChurch 208



  Heavenly Father, the swell of divisiveness, rancor, and protest in our 
country is quite disconcerting. It moves us to bring our relationships to the 
occupied throne of grace today—praying for the refreshing “wonderful and 
pleasant” harmony you commend in this passage of Scripture.
  We’re not naïve; we realize that until Jesus returns Satan will continue 
his assault on our friendships and marriages, churches and families, 
communities and countries. He will do anything and everything he can to 
sabotage unity and sow dissension, raise suspicions and erode trust, create 
disconnect and fertilize bitter roots.
  Father, for the glory of your name, we’ll resist him tenaciously, like we’d 
resist an intruder trying to break into our homes. For that’s precisely who he 
is—the thief who has come to “steal, kill, and destroy” (John 10:10). We will 
“make every effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace” (Eph. 4:3). And the best way we can do that is by constantly preaching 
the gospel to our hearts—exposing our hearts to the riches of your grace.
For the more we are alive to your love for us in Jesus, the less we will tolerate 
our pettiness and indulge our self-righteousness; the less we will pick fights 
or avoid conflicts; the more we will seek to make peace and live at peace 
with one another.
  So, Father, grant us grace and wisdom for our messiest of relationships, but 
also for the healthiest ones; for no relationship is beyond the reach or need 
of your grace. Help us to be the chief repenter in all of our relationships—the 
person most desirous of reconnecting, the quickest to humble ourselves, 
the one most bull-dogged committed to the ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor. 
5:18). So very Amen we pray, in Jesus’ tender and triumphant name.

Why
Should I go?
Trying to live out your faith 
by yourself is a losing battle. 
MiniChurch provides community, 
accountability, and discipleship 
which are essential to your 
spiritual growth. Over 50 times 
in the New Testament, the words 
“one another” are used to describe 
the relationships of the early 
church. MiniChurch allows us to 
embody those words. It’s a place 
designed for bringing us together. 
They also make our large church 
feel small.

We hope you will take the 
opportunity and join a 
MiniChurch! Feel free to visit our 
church website by clicking the 
link at the end of the newsletter 
to look through the MiniChurches 
online.

Our Desperate Need for Unity
by Scotty Smith TGC

How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony! 
For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil that was poured over Aaron’s 

head, that ran down his beard and onto the border of his robe. Harmony is 
as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon that falls on the mountains of 
Zion. And there the Lord has pronounced his blessing, even life everlasting. 

Psalm 133 (NLT)



On a hike in the mountains, Adrian found himself above some low-
lying clouds. With the sun behind him, Adrian looked down and saw 
not only his shadow but also a brilliant display known as a Brocken 
spectre. This phenomenon resembles a rainbow halo, encircling 
the shadow of the person. It occurs when the sunlight reflects back 
off the clouds below. Adrian described it as a “magical” moment, one that delighted him immensely.

We can imagine how similarly stunning seeing the first rainbow must have been for Noah. More than just a delight 
to his eyes, the refracted light and resulting colors came with a promise from God. After a devastating flood, God 
assured Noah, and all the “living creatures” who’ve lived since, that “never again [would] the waters become a flood 
to destroy all life” (Genesis 9:15).

Our earth still experiences floods and other frightening weather that results in tragic loss, but the rainbow is a 
promise that God will never judge the earth again with a worldwide flood. This promise of His faithfulness can 
remind us that though we individually will experience personal losses and physical death on this earth—whether by 
disease, natural disaster, wrongdoing, or advancing age—God bolsters us with His love and presence throughout 
the difficulties we face. Sunlight reflecting colors through water is a reminder of His faithfulness to fill the earth with 
those who bear His image and reflect His glory to others.

Then God said, “I am giving you a sign of my covenant with 
you and with all living creatures, for all generations to come. 

I have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of my 
covenant with you and with all the earth. When I send clouds 

over the earth, the rainbow will appear in the clouds, and I will 
remember my covenant with you and with all living creatures. 

Never again will the floodwaters destroy all life. When I see the 
rainbow in the clouds, I will remember the eternal covenant 
between God and every living creature on earth.” Then God 

said to Noah, “Yes, this rainbow is the sign of the covenant I am 
confirming with all the creatures on earth. 

Genesis 9:12-17 NLT

Monthly Devotional
Rainbow Halo by Kristen Holmberg ODB
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MiniChurch Photo Spotlight
Submit your photos to Jared.Blue@hopechapel.org for our monthly newsletter!
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