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Dear Hope Chapel Family,

Youth are the next generation of the Church and, therefore, are one of 
the most important groups to Win, Equip, and Send with the transforming 
words of the Gospel. Within the youth of Hope Chapel, God is raising 
up the next generation that will continue building up the body of Christ 
(Eph. 4:11-16). We know that the best way to equip our youth for this work 
is with the Word of God. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.”

Our theme for this year, Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone), stems from  
2 Timothy 3:16 and focuses on how the Word of God is the only supreme 
authority in the life of a Christian. Scripture is the primary source of insight 
on how to live for God (teaching), how to know when we are not living 
for Him (reproof), how to change our focus back to Him and His purposes 
(correction), and how to continue in the way of faithful living (training in 
righteousness). We trust that the Word of God will not return void and 
that it will make the youth of our church complete and equipped for 
every good work. 

Considering this, we ask that you join with us in serving and praying for 
the youth in our church. Parents, we are here to serve you and partner 
with you as you work to disciple your children and train them up in the 
way they should go (Deut. 6:5-7; Prov. 22:6). Church members, consider 
how you can serve the youth in our church. Perhaps it is to serve as 
an example of biblical purity (in marriage or singleness), to seek out a 
young man or woman to disciple, to invite a graduating senior to your 
MiniChurch, or to serve as a youth group leader. However you choose to 
serve, collectively, we are the model of what it looks like to follow Christ.

We love you all! 

Andrew Talley 
Ivory Hallstein

Spotlight • Hope Youth

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”  

Ephesians 3:20-21



3

Please pray for our youth!

Prayer that…
What the Lord began at Hume Lake will bear 
fruit. That the hearts of our youth will continue to  
soften, and that their trust and faith in Christ will 
grow. 

The hearts of our youth will continue to be  
transformed by the Holy Spirit and that they will 
be empowered to be bold in sharing their faith.

Our youth will grow in their love for God’s Word as 
the supreme authority in their life.

Our incoming 6th graders will be excited for  
Tuesday night youth group and that they will 
be welcomed and encouraged by the other  
students. 

Our 9th graders will have a smooth transition from 
middle school to high school.

           Thank you!  

●

●

●

●

●
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Welcome to our new Youth Pastor

 Andrew Talley

Growing up, I was blessed to live in a home 
where both of my parents were active in 
reading and teaching the Word of God 
with grace and truth. Church was integral 

to our lives, and I was surrounded by many 
godly men and women that desired to model 

how to live in obedience to Christ. As I entered 
Jr. High and High School, my faith was tested. 

Although there were many challenges during this 
time, God’s faithfulness to me was displayed through the youth group 
at my church. God surrounded me with leaders and friends that held me 
accountable and encouraged me to continue in my walk with Christ. 
Entering college, I knew that I wanted to dedicate my life to serving youth 
in the same way that I had been served. Now, nearly 10 years later, I find 
myself doing just that here at Hope Chapel. Praise God! What a blessing 
and honor it is to be used by God to minister to the next generation of 
the Church. 

I have been married to my beautiful wife, Hannah, for over 5 years and 
we have one spunky, energetic son, Ezekiel. We live in El Segundo and 
enjoy spending time with our friends and family, being outdoors in God’s 
creation, and dancing to smooth jazz. I also enjoy reading, watching 
Alabama football, and playing basketball.
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and new Women’s Youth Director!

                         Ivory Hallstein

As a little girl, I would come to Hope Chapel 
from time to time with my parents, but then 
we stopped going to church for a long 
time. The Lord brought us back to church 
in 2017/2018 and that’s when I got saved. 
God changed my heart and desires, and my 
life decisions began to revolve around God’s 
Word. Things got even better when my parents 
signed up to take the best class at Hope Chapel: 
Discovering Hope 101! Even though we went to a different church, we took 
this class together. Praise God that we ended up back at Hope Chapel 
even though it was 20 years later! The class left me in amazement! As I 
learned about the historical accuracy of the Bible, being a Christian was 
something I could talk about with 100% certainty and with evidence! It 
changed my walk and it put me on fire for God! I thought, “What else 
does Hope Chapel offer?” I discovered HCMI (Hope Chapel Ministry 
Institute). To this day, some people don’t know about this, and it’s such a 
gem! I got to be around other believers and learn about the Bible in ways 
I never had before. I decided to make Hope Chapel my home church. I 
got to know women in the church by joining the Women’s bible study 
and loved how many fellowship opportunities Hope Chapel offered. I 
started to volunteer in the Youth Ministry and got to know some of the 
youth at Hope. Then, I began serving in Hope Kids. I sought out someone 
to disciple me and after a year of being mentored and growing in the 
Lord, I learned that Hope Chapel was looking for a new Women’s Youth 
Director. The interview process was challenging, but God drew me closer 
to Him as I depended on Him and learned more about Him. I was left 
with more questions and was humbled that there is so much about the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit that I have yet to discover, and that He has 
yet to reveal to me.

I have been given this new precious calling, and I believe everything I 
have gone through in my life has been training me for this opportunity 
to work with the Hope Chapel youth girls. Working alongside Emily 
Goeppner for the past couple months has given me a front-row seat to 
what a Godly woman in ministry looks like. Hope Chapel’s mission is to 
win, equip, and send, I encourage you to join Pastor Andrew and me as 
we work to “win, equip, and send” the youth of Hope Chapel. We live in 
a dark and broken world, but desire to prepare the youth to be salt and 
light amidst it! I will sum this up in the five words that Pastor Dale left us 
with before he embarked on the “send” part of Hope Chapel’s mission: 
“I just wanna serve Christ.” 
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Youth Leader • Ian Kilcollins

Living For Christ

“I already want to go back to Hume!” That’s 
what I’ve heard from students over the past 
couple of weeks. As we settle back into our 

everyday lives and the excitement of camp 
wears off, I can sympathize; Hume was the 

highlight of my year as well.

This summer’s trip was especially meaningful as our church has not 
gone to Hume Lake Christian Camps since 2019. Having personally 
experienced the fun, community, and strong scriptural teaching that 
Hume provides, I was happy to see that a few of those things haven’t 
changed since we last left the mountain three years ago.

The excitement was palpable the morning we left, and the rush of 
emotions everyone had as we stepped off the bus was intense. Camp 
crushes, hilarious cabin moments, unreal “would you rather?” questions, 
and spastic dance moves (mainly mine) occurred over the following 
days. I learned that we have some really funny, sweet, and talented kids 
at our church. As Pastor Nick told us, “You can spend a year in youth 
group trying to get to know your students, or you can spend a week with 
them at Hume.”

On a more serious note, this summer’s message of truth, rooted in the 
book of John, inspired powerful discussions in our cabin that included 
moments of tearful confession and incredibly introspective observation. I 
see now more than ever the need for strong leadership and interpersonal 
accountability in our church. As Christians, we are opposing a culture 
that promotes selfish desire above all else.

As the week ended, several of our guys were moved to rededicate their 
lives to Christ. I was blessed by the conversations we had while studying 
the word. When asked, “why is it so hard not to sin?” I pointed to the 
scripture that tells us, “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” 
(Matthew 26:41). Only by the Holy Spirit can we truly love and obey God. 
Christians are not called to an easy life, but a perfect one, following the 
model Jesus set for us. We are dead to sin and alive in Christ through 
his spirit.

As summer break comes to an end and we prepare our students for 
school this fall, I’m reminded of what the Hume speaker said this year on 
our final meeting: the real battle begins when we go down the mountain. 
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Ian Kilcollins cont’d…

Summer camp, weekend retreats, and even church services should not 
be the place we go for a spiritual high. In the days since we’ve returned, 
I’ve been asking myself “What kind of Christian am I?” I pray that we all 
ponder this question in our daily lives. We don’t have to wait 51 weeks 
to get back to Hume to be filled, but it is a great place to reflect on our 
walk with God as we have a milkshake by the lake!

    Student • Dylan Del Rosario

I was baptized at Hume Lake!

At Hume, I was given the opportunity to 
be baptized. It was one of the coolest 
experiences, and something I will never 
forget. During the rest of the week, I was also 
able to become closer with my friends from 
youth group. Being together with the same people 
for a week with no cell service, really allows for those 
close bonds to be created, and it was super neat seeing God at work! 

I also saw God at work in the sermon taught by Nick Ely. The theme this 
year was ‘Truth Be Told’ and something that I took away from the sermon 
series was the fact that we as Christians need to stand firm on THE Truth. 
Many people have their own versions of truth, as it may be true to them. 
Sure, it can be easy to want to let people believe what they want, because 
we think it does not harm us. And physically it does not, but spiritually, it 
does. As Mark 16:15 says “...Go into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to all creation (NIV).” We as Christians are called to share the Gospel to 
unbelievers and tell them the difference between their “truth” and the 
Truth of the Bible. As my senior year of high school is about to start, Pastor 
Nick encouraged me to share the Gospel at school with my unbelieving 
friends and family that do not know the Truth. Planting seeds as Christians 
is one of the most beneficial things we can do, because you never know 
how much it could grow! 
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    Youth Leaders • The Garlands
Julianna’s Story…
Picture this: six high school girls (plus me 
and another leader) in one small cabin 
with one bathroom, one shower and no 

AC. (Let’s just say that the lake water was 
my best friend at Camp) Now, add in no cell 

service for one week which meant no social 
media, Netflix, or texting, hours of recreation and 

free time, sugar and snacks, endless hanging out with friends, a beautiful 
lake and campground, and LOTS of opportunity for Spiritual growth and 
discipleship. That is just a small taste of camp, and let me tell you, I am 
so thankful I had the opportunity to go! 

Hume Lake Summer Camp was a humbling week for me. Throughout the 
week my faith was challenged and tested. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 “pray 
continually” was the anthem of my week as I prayed that the Lord would 
give me strength, energy, and wisdom as I learned how to love and lead 
the girls in my cabin. If I am completely honest, I was a little nervous 
about going to camp. I have never been to Hume before, and I did not 
know many girls in my group, but this was a beautiful space to come to 
the Lord and trust that He would help me build relationships with each 
of the girls. 

The theme of our week at camp was “Truth Be 
Told.” We talked through how the Bible is 
the only place we can find absolute truth, 
and learned about who Jesus is, what 
sin is, and the hope that is found in the 
Gospel. Some of my girls were convicted 
of their lack of faith and understanding 
of Scripture. I was able to help a few of 
my girls learn how to read and study the 
Bible, and we worked our way through 
the Gospel of John. For other girls in my 
group, they became aware of the sin in their 
lives. Some of my girls were able to confess their 
sins for the first time and taste the freedom that is found in pursuing 
Christ and resisting temptation and sin. For other students in my group, 
unfortunately, they continued to live enslaved to their sin. It broke my 
heart to see the ways they choose to live in sin, and I learned that all I 
could do is pray for them and continue to intentionally love and pursue 
them. 
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Throughout camp, I had many late-night prayers asking God for 
strength, help, and guidance. I also prayed over the darkness and evil 
that plagues so many of the students I encounter and disciple. I know 
I can’t change them or make them love Jesus, but that God is the only 
one who has the power to help them realize their need for a Savior. It 
breaks my heart to see so many youth struggling with suicidal thoughts, 
homosexuality, pornography, insecurity, pride, self-harm, and more. 
What I do know though, is that there is hope! We serve a God who brings 
light into darkness, who can save lost souls, can soften hearts, remove 
scales from eyes, and can bring freedom to those who are enslaved to 
the sin of this world. 

I am also reminded that God has called me to faithfully go and make 
disciples, teaching them all He has taught me. This means loving those 
around me, being truthful and honest with students about their sin and 
brokenness and being bold in proclaiming the truth of the Gospel. Praise 
God for the ways that God speaks and works through His servants!

It was so much fun seeing the girls in my cabin come out of their shells 
as they made new friends and tried new things that may have been 
out of their comfort zone, but that isn’t the only reason we go to camps 
like Hume Lake. The hope is that students are encouraged to continue 
growing in their pursuit of the Lord, and that they see they aren’t alone 
in following Christ. There were so many moments I was praising God for 
the ways He was working in my students, as I saw them praying on their 
own, reading and processing His Word, and seeing their zeal for the 
Lord grow. It was so beautiful seeing so many students lifting hands and 
praising Jesus as well as reading their Bibles with friends. Now that we 
are home, my prayer for all of the students who went to Hume is that 
they would continue taking steps to grow in their relationship with Christ, 
or come to faith in Jesus, and to continue to run with perseverance the 
race marked out before them, while fixing their eyes on Jesus.  
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Hume Lake was a really awesome camp for either a camper or a 
counselor. We had long days having fun outside and long nights having 
both serious and goofy conversations in the cabins. Each of the students 
had different takeaways from their experience at camp, but regardless 
of their takeaway, I really appreciated the opportunity to spend so much 
time with them. That kind of time is very difficult to replicate back home, 
I simply don’t have the time or means to have those same experiences. I 
was able to see the Lord change each of the kids in different ways, and 
he also changed me. I think that surprised me the most. I went into the 
week believing this was a time for the kids to learn, but I left humbled by 
how much I learned. Many times, it wasn’t explicit lessons like the students 
were being taught, but lessons from interactions and experiences with 
each of the kids. Many times, these lessons came as a result of prayer! 
I would find myself in a situation, and not knowing how to react, I would 
pray. A small, but a great moment from the Lord was when one of my 
campers was having a difficult time staying awake during chapel. The 
sermon was answering many of his questions and he wasn’t hearing it! 
I tried to keep him awake, but it was to no avail. I said a quick prayer 
asking if the Lord could show me how to keep my camper awake so he 
could hear the sermon. I was slightly frustrated at this point, and I knew 
that was the wrong response. Immediately after I finished my prayer, a 
woman sitting behind us tapped my camper on the shoulder and said, 
“Would you like some gum? It helps me stay awake when I’m tired.” He 
took the gum and was awake the whole time! I was amazed and laughed 
to myself because the Lord had heard and answered my prayer. As I said, 
it was a small moment, but it was a moment where I knew the Lord had 
answered and taught me something. It seemed he was also teaching 
me a broader lesson. The involved camper is not following Jesus, and I 
really didn’t know what needed to be said or explained for him to follow. 
Throughout the week I felt the Lord was using that example to teach me 
that by prayer and surrounding the camper with the church, the Lord will 
work to change him. 

Brennen’s Story…

” Many times, 
these lessons 

came as 
a result of 

prayer! 
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As you go along your way, God bless you  
Pastor Nick & Pastor Emily in your new adventures!

With love and gratitude,
Your Hope Family

Key Point • Ivory Hallstein

The importance of 
memorizing scripture. 

One thing that God showed me while at 
Hume, was the importance of memorizing 

scripture. I was ministering to one of the girls 
amid her anxiety, and the Holy Spirit brought 

to my mind Philippians 4:6. I was able to walk her 
through the scripture and show her God’s truth amid hardship. “Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” After sharing that scripture with her, I 
encouraged her that the Bible tells us not to be anxious, but instead 
to pray to God and ask Him for what we need with thankfulness! I said 
to her, the Bible promises us that God’s peace will guard our heart and 
mind in Christ Jesus when we do that, let’s do it right now! I look forward 
to memorizing more scripture and I encourage you to make memorizing 
scripture a part of your daily walk with Christ. I leave you with 2 Timothy 
3:16-17, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
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