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Happy New Year!
As we begin a new year, may we be ready and in position 
to receive the NEW thing God is doing in our lives! Let us 
acknowledge His perfect provision and give Him praise and 
thanks for the abundant blessings we experience daily.

In this edition of the Hope Family Newsletter, we read 
testimonies of fellow brothers and sisters in Christ whom have 
been impacted by God's generosity in their lives. In turn, they 
have committed to being fruitful stewards of all the resources 
God has entrusted to them–not only with their finances but 
also their time and talent. Stewardship is a Biblical principal 
that acknowledges responsible administration of that which 
belongs to God for the building up of His Kingdom and 
proclamation of the Gospel. May these testimonies inspire 
and encourage you in 2023!
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God is making 
everything NEW!

Revelation 21:5
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Testimony 
Kevin & Jennifer Powells

As we have grown in our understanding 
of God’s message of stewardship, it has 
shaped our lives in so many ways. We both 
recently retired from careers in the financial 
industry, so the idea of being an overseer of 
someone else’s money or property was very 
familiar to us in our work lives. We had been entrusted 
with great responsibility in positions which required honesty, 
integrity, and faithfulness. But what we had not connected initially, 
was that God had entrusted us with that same great responsibility 
as overseers of “His” property, which represented those things that 
we considered as “owned” by us.

Instead of considering a calendar of  
“have-to” time commitments, we can  

consider these as “get-to” opportunities.

As we read verses in the Bible that made it clear that “everything in 
the heavens and earth is the Lord’s,” it became clearer to us that 
even the things that we thought we owned had been placed under 
our care for God’s purposes. We came to realize and appreciate 
that our position as stewards and servants extended to our time, 
talents, treasures, and even the Gospel, it reshaped our perspective 
beyond just our finances. God owns everything; We are to be faithful 
stewards and overseers of all that He has entrusted to us.

Instead of considering a calendar of “have-to” time commitments, 
we can consider these as “get-to” opportunities, as we experience, 
share, and spread the love of Christ with the time that we now have 
in this phase of life. It’s been a joy for us to lead the Stewardship & 
Our Finances course, as well as small group Journey of Generosity 
(JOG) retreats, exploring the message of biblical stewardship and 
generosity in a setting that simply asks that we listen to and respond 
to the Lord’s instruction and prompting in our lives. We have been 
incredibly blessed to be available to grow deeper relationships with 
our church community as we study and share biblical principles of 
stewardship and generosity through these ministries.
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Testimony 
Duc & Anne Trinh

DO YOU TRUST ME? 
This is a question that God asks every 

Christian in all aspects of life including 
finances.  For us, accepting Christ as Lord 

and Savior was just the starting point.  Trusting 
Jesus and submitting our financial life to Him is an 

ongoing journey of faith, accepting from Him blessings as well as 
challenges.  The ultimate victory of this journey for us has been the 
joy of knowing true riches – laying up treasures in heaven for eternity 
and enjoying intimacy with Christ here and now.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart …” 
Proverbs 3:5a

Early in our marriage, we made financial security our heart idol.  
However, we still felt empty after achieving the American dream of 
home ownership and secure jobs.  And God, in His infinite wisdom, 
brought us to Hope Chapel where we accepted Christ more than 20 
years ago.  As new believers, we learned the concept of stewardship 
and began tithing regularly.  

But soon after, we realized that God 
wanted more than our tithe.  He asked 
for all our heart.  In response, we 
rearranged our financial priorities, 
quit our corporate jobs, and started 
our own business.  This allowed us 
to homeschool our children biblically 
and to make annual mission trips 
to Vietnam and Cambodia.  It was 
never easy and there were many tearful 
moments as we dealt with endless ministry 
needs and limited income. Yet, God was always 
faithful. As we placed our trust in Him, He met all of our needs  
and gave us such peace and reassurance of His presence in our lives.
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God then introduced us to the Journey of Generosity (JOG) when we 
were invited to this 24-hour bible study/retreat in a private home.  
Through this warm gathering of friends and frank discussion, we 
learned what Jesus really said about money and His invitation for us 
to experience the fulfillment of a generous life.  With overflowing joy, 
we introduced JOG to our friends, Kevin and Jennifer Powells and 
Larry and Laura Robinson, who now offer JOGs to the Hope Chapel 
community on a regular basis.  If you have not experienced JOG, we 
encourage you to reach out to them for an invitation.

Yet, God was always faithful.  
As we placed our trust in Him, 

He met all of our needs.

Finally, dear friends, have you placed your trust in Christ? Even more, 
have you trusted your financial life to Him? If not, we encourage you 
to come to Him today.  As Corrie Ten Boom said, “never be afraid to 
trust an unknown future to a known God.”  And we testify to God’s 
faithfulness for He promised, “…never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5
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Testimony 
Tim & Marlene Pitchford

These last few years have been extremely 
unconventional and unexpected for 
everyone. But throughout this time, 

we have been increasingly and deeply 
impressed with the need to continue to 

steward more faithfully all the resources that 
God has blessed us with.  Our church family should 

be closer and closer as we each work to not only build God’s kingdom 
here on earth, but to also assist each other in our walk to serve the 
Lord more completely, more consistently, and more lovingly.

As stewards, we are called to manage all the resources that the 
Lord has given to us...on his behalf!  We must employ every resource, 
not just the financial ones, including our time and our talents, in the 
service of the Lord.  

We all want to hear,  
“Well done, good and faithful servant!”

As Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:10, “Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's 
grace in its various forms.”

One of our gifts is hospitality. Throughout 
the year and during this season, we strive 
to open our doors to all who’d come, 
especially from our church family, to 
worship, serve, fellowship, and disciple 
those whom God brings. We steward 
both our time and the resources of our 
home to serve the Lord and his people 
in a variety of ways. Our joy in the Lord 
increases as we give more of ourselves 
to others.

Being able to serve in this way is a great joy for 
us, and we hope to expand that in the coming new year!
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For questions & to RSVP, please contact:
Kevin  213.215.2364 or Jennifer  213.215.7411

There are many factors that enrich our spiritual growth, 
but the joy and freedom that come from exploring the 
Journey of Generosity can be exceptionally surprising. 

Join with other givers to discover how we can experience 
the fullness of God’s joy by living more generously. 

February 3 & 4, 2023
 

Fri, 5–9pm; Sat, 9am–1pm

                      LEAD BY                                HOSTED BY

Kevin & Jennifer Powells          The Robinsons
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2420 Pacific Coast Hwy, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254
310.374.4673 • www.hopechapel.org
www.hopechapel.org/mini-church

|   5 pm
|   9 am
|   11 am

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

Weekend Services

Get In Touch

Jared Blue • Community Life Pastor
310.374.4673 ext. 154 

jared.blue@hopechapel.org


