
Gospel According to John Small Group Guide: 

Week 8 
Beginning question: Which season fits your personality best—spring, summer, fall, or winter—
and why? 
This week read John 13 and 14 on your own. 
*Take a moment to pray as a group and ask God for a believing and receptive heart and for God 
to show you himself more clearly through this study of John. 

Read John 15:1-17 
What words or phrases are repeated in this teaching? 
What is the significance of remaining in Jesus? 
How is Jesus currently inviting you to remain in Him? How open or resistant are you to his 
invitation? (When faced with a challenging situation, do you have practical things you do to 
remind yourself to put your trust in the Lord?) 

Read again John 15:12–15, 
What does it mean to be a friend of Jesus?  
Read Romans 5:6–8. What point is Paul making in these three verses, and how might it relate to 
John 15:12–15? 
What unique point is Jesus making about friendship? 
The potential problem with talking about friendship with Jesus is that he demands obedience. 
(John 15:14)…This does not mean our relationship with Jesus is not a real friendship. It simply 
means that it’s a unique friendship, Jesus highlights some one-sided aspects (some asymmetries) 
to our friendship with him.  
How many can you point out in John 15:12–15? 
Both a friend (John 15:14) and a slave obey, so help someone understand the difference between 
the two in Jesus’s words here in John 15:12–15. 

John 15:18-25 
According to Jesus, why does “the world” hate him and his disciples? 
As the disciples reflected on these words later, how might they have found comfort in them? 
If you were not experiencing any friction with “the world,” what would that say about your 
discipleship? 

John 15 *Optionally end with the John 15 Prayer 
O God, we do not want to ever walk away from Jesus. We do not want to resist Your Spirit because of the 
pain of Your pruning work. We need to abide in the vine. Apart from You we can do nothing. We ask You 
now for the blessing of much fruit. Enable us to abide in Your love and to keep Your commandments. 
May our joy be full. Your Son has laid down His life for us, and we are His friends. He has chosen us. He 
has a plan for godly fruit that will come from our lives. We are not of the world. We have been chosen out 
of the world. Help us to have courage to do the work that You have for us in the world, though the world 
may hate us. Grant us a fuller measure of the Spirit of truth, that we may bear witness to Your greatness 
and Your love.


