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● We believe God is good all the time, but many times we use language to cover up what we really believe “I 

trust God” when we really don‟t. 

● Jesus bore the judgment of the Father – really?  So do we believe in a Father who beat the crap out of His son?   

● “The Shack” is a true story, it‟s just not real.  It‟s a parable, because parables are true, they‟re just not real. 

● Missy represents something murdered in you as a child, probably your innocence, and MacKenzie represents 

you trying to deal with it as an adult. 

● My father wasn‟t an evil man, he was just broken man and didn‟t know how to be a father. My parent‟s 

generation didn‟t know they had baggage. 

● Our primary Questions:  

1) Who is God and what is His character?   

2) Who am I to this God.   

3) What does it mean in terms of relationship and how do I matter?   

These answers are weaved throughout the story. 

● Stories & any creative thing can penetrate to the heart w/out asking for permission.   

● Every human being is a story, not “has a story”.  Every human being matters. 

● Sexual abuse growing up w/in the highlands of New Guinea inside the tribal culture and at boarding school. 

● Performance was a way to deal w/the great sadness during the abuse so we can fit in. 

● I hated the shack because of the shame on the inside and I never wanted to invite anyone in.  This is where we 

hide all our secrets and addictions. 

● Why do we hide our secrets?  2 reasons.   

1) We don‟t want to lose control because it‟s all we have.   It‟s either trust or control, and when trust is violated 

at an early age, you won‟t opt for it very often.  Control is a lot more reliable even though the byproducts 

aren‟t very good.  At least you have someone you can depend upon – you. 

a) Grew up in a environment where relationship w/God is about learning how to please God, which really 

isn‟t about God at all, it‟s about us.  Every religion is like that because it‟s about performance in 

pleasing the god.  Give us the list on how to do this.  Sometimes we sing about the God way up there 

from the infinite distance of an unapproving heart. 

b) Learning how to trust God is about God, because you can‟t trust someone you don‟t know loves you or 

cares about you and has your best interest at heart.  And if you don‟t know someone loves you like that, 

you‟ll go back to a place of control. 

c) We use trust language because religion teaches you to use the right language, but that‟s part of the 

performance.  But when things go bad, then you find out that you don‟t trust Him. 

2) We‟re terrified that if someone finds out, we‟ll loose the little bits and scraps of affection we have managed 

to scratch out, because we are performers.  The shack is a wreck on the outside and a place we don‟t want to 

invite anyone into.  So we build a façade made of painted plywood that‟s based upon people‟s expectations.  

I can be whatever you want me to be for any situation, but I‟ll never let anyone inside the shack, because 

I‟m terrified.  

a) Our damage comes largely through relationships, and the irony is that so does our healing.   We‟re 

relational beings created in the image of God who never did anything by Himself because there was 

always three (Trinity).   

b) We‟re designed for community, but it terrifies us.  As a result, we don‟t want to tell our secrets, because 

the little pieces of approval & affection that we‟ve been working so hard to earn, we‟ll lose even that.  

This keeps us in fear. 

c) We‟re trapped in our secrets, because when people come to us w/grace, approval, affection, kindness, 

and forgiveness, we don‟t believe them, because they do not know our secrets.  If they really knew our 

secrets, they wouldn‟t be offering those good things, so we don‟t believe them.  The very things that 

would bring healing to us, we don‟t believe, so we push them out.   It‟s crazy.   

d) We are as sick as the secrets we keep, and the shack is the place we hold them, representing the center of 

our destruction. 
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● The shack represents 11 years of Paul‟s life.  It took 11 years to dismantle the façade and to find out that all this 

performance for God, God didn‟t care about.  He loved the shack – my soul. 

● The human soul is your uniqueness in how you emote & think about things & create and enjoy and imagine etc.  It‟s 

unique to you.  Even some forms of Christianity or Gnosticism want to get the soul out of the picture, kind of annihilate 

the soul so that when people look at you, they just see Jesus.  But that‟s not true. 

● What are we involved in, in what we call “This process of Life” ?  (19:40)  A lot of us think it‟s about performing to some 

level so we can get into heaven.  Everyone sets that benchmark at some level, and it‟s almost transactional in nature, 

because that‟s what we think it‟s about.    

● 1 Peter. 1:6-9  - You have a faith that is tested by fire.  Whose faith is being tested?  “We live by the faith of the Son of 

God” Gal.2:20 kjv    We live by Jesus faith inside of us.  Fire often times is a statement about the character & presence of 

God.  Did you think Papa let MacKenzie off on anything?  He just didn‟t have a big stick w/a nail in it.    

1) What do we think the wrath of God is?  God doesn‟t do anything that isn‟t motivated by love.  Tells the story of 

friend‟s son being chased by a swarm of bees to illustrate what wrath is – a furious fire to destroy everything that is 

damaging us. 

2) “Tested by fire” – this describes a process 

3) “Receiving the end of your faith”  - the goal  or end of your faith, which is the “salvation of your souls”  - salvation = 

healing of your souls.  God‟s goal is to heal our souls - why, because you matter.  All of our uniquness matters to God 

because He wants us to become everything we were intended & created to be. 

4) We were made to be a unique, one of kind image of the character & nature of God, and it takes millions of us to make 

a composite of God.  This is why He leaves the 99 to go after the 1. 

5) Story of woman‟s prison in Edmonton.  Woman cries in Paul‟s arms and says “Do you really think Papa is fond of 

me?”  Paul replies “He is especially fond of you”.  The woman says “That‟s all I need to know”.  That‟s all any of us 

needs to know. 

6) It takes time for the healing of the soul though.  It took Paul 11 years, and 50 years to wipe the face of his father off 

the face of God. 

● Participation is the language of relationship. 

● The book has this unique gift of giving people a language to have a conversation about God that is not a religious 

conversation. 

● Paul‟s method:  How do you get people who are not interested in the conversation to engage?  You piss „em off.  That‟s 

what Jesus did.  He went out of his way to heal on the Sabbath.  So why‟d he do that?  Because he loves those people and 

wants to draw them in to this relationship.  But how does he get them outside the box?  He can use controversy if that‟s 

what it takes to get you out of ambivalence.   

● When Paul‟s Mom read the book and got to the part about God showing up as a large black African American woman, she 

closed the book called her daughter and told her that Paul was a heretic, and she meant it. 

● There is a God who is good all the time, and involved in the details of our lives, but is involved in such a way that never 

removes participation from us.  God doesn‟t do that because He needs credit.  God doesn‟t need credit.  God has all the 

sense of wonder and fulfillment that exists within the relationship with Father, Son & Holy Spirit.  All of creation was 

created for God to share the love & fellowship with the FSHS, because God wanted to share His experience w/us. 

● Paul tells how his mother got past the Papa image used in the book.  In 1946 while Paul‟s mother was a nurse, she was 

instructed to incinerate a 1 pound boy that was taken prematurely by C-section due to pregnancy complications.  Long 

story short, she saved the child and he lived, grew up and became an Anglican pastor and was later reunited with her.  She 

had him read Paul‟s book, and he became the bridge for her to see the wonderful revelation of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

who have come looking for us knowing we are so lost that we cannot find them.   

● “There is a God of relentless affection who pursues us to heal our very souls, who in exchange for including us into this 

love that exists between the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit have come according to John 14-17 and climbed inside our shacks, 

which they love, in order to heal us from the inside, to the praise of His glory.  Amen.” 

 

 


