
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Are you thinking of submitting a nomination for one of the eight awards 
presented at National Philanthropy Day? Read this FAQs first to help you 
get started. 

 
 
Q: What are the characteristics of a strong nomination? 

A: A complete nomination form, up to, but not more than five letters that 
represent the breadth of the person or organization being nominated, focused 
on the criteria listed for each nomination. 
 

 

Q: Does the Honoree have to be present at NPD? 

A: Yes, the person or organization must be at the event to accept the award. If 
the person cannot attend, AFP may choose another nominee. 
 

 

Q: Should I alert the person or organization I have nominated beforehand? 

A: No, please do not let someone know they have been nominated. It is 
awkward for someone to be nominated and not chosen. 
 

 

Q: Can someone from the AFP Board be nominated? 
A: No, not while the person is serving on the Board. 
 

 

Q: What are the counties covered by the Golden Gate Chapter’s National 
Philanthropy Day awards? 

A: San Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, and San Mateo counties. Other 
counties in the greater Bay Area are part of other chapters and their awards 
processes. 
 

 

Q: Does the person or organization have to live in one of those counties? 

A: Ideally the person lives in one of the counties and has focused their 
philanthropic activities in this area. An organization would also be located in 
one of the counties, and its focus should include local activities, and may also 
include activities that are national or global in scope. 



 

 

Q: Should all the letters be from the same organization? 
A: No, it is better to have the letters from different organizations or 
individuals, to better demonstrate the broad impact of the person or 
organization. 
 

 

Q: How do we know if someone has been nominated before 2018 and not 
been chosen? 
A: We are researching past nominee lists with AFP staff and will advise under 
separate cover.  
 

 

Q: If I nominated someone last year, will their nomination carry over to this 
year as well? 
A: No, you will want to re-nominate the person, and preferably obtain updated 
letters with the current dates. 
 

 

Q: Is it possible for a person or organization to receive an award if they 
received a different award earlier? 

A: Yes, it’s possible. Please see the list of past honorees here. 
 

 

Q: What does the honoree receive? 
A: The honoree’s names will be printed on the invitation, posted on the 
website of AFP Golden Gate, highlighted in a video, and receive a special 
customized and personalized item as recognition of the award at the NPD 
ceremony. 
 

 

Q: When will the honorees be announced? 
A: The beginning of July 2019. 
 

 

Q: Who notifies the person or organization that they have won? 
A: The nominator should contact the person or organization to let them know 
the good news. If that person is unable to do so, one of the Nominations 
Committee co-chairs can contact the person or organization. 
 

 

Q: May I submit a video or blog series instead of a letter? 
A: No, you will need to submit a letter to ensure that the information can be 
shared and read by the Nominations Committee. 
 

 

https://s3-uswest1.amazonaws.com/npd2018/NPD+Honoree+History+1985+to+2018.pdf


Q: Can I do more than one nomination? 

A: Yes! You may submit as many nominations or supporting letters as you 
wish. 
 

 

Q: May I submit digital content? 
A: No, each application requires a written letter of support, which should be at 
least 250 words in length.   
 


