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The San Diego Brewers Guild is a nonprofit organization made up of allied San Diego craft
breweries, tradespeople, restaurants serving craft beer and craft beer aficionados. Started in 1997
by a group of brewers with a common goal of supporting the brewing culture in San Diego, the
Guild is the primary nonprofit organization supporting San Diego’s growing craft beer community.
Its mission has remained the same since its inception: to promote awareness
and increase the visibility of fresh, locally brewed beer through education and
community events. Throughout San Diego’s craft beer history, the Guild has worked to create
an open line of communication between brewers and promote the robust brewing community
locally, nationally and internationally.
With over 150 craft breweries now operating in San Diego County, the Guild’s role is more important than ever. Now in its 9th year, San Diego Beer Week, presented by the Guild, has grown significantly in recent years, and is a major draw for beer tourists all over the world. As San Diego’s craft
beer community continues to grow, the Guild remains dedicated to serving the craft
beer community and spreading the word about San Diego’s unparalleled craft beer culture.

Cheers!

FAQ
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WHAT IS THE SAN DIEGO BREWERS GUILD?
The San Diego Brewers Guild is a nonprofit organization founded in 1997 to support
San Diego’s growing craft beer community.

WHAT IS ITS PRIMARY MISSION?
The mission of the San Diego Brewers Guild is to promote awareness and increase
the visibility of fresh, locally brewed beer through public education and events.
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FAQ
WHAT ARE THE CORE
SDBG EVENTS?

WHEN IS SAN DIEGO

The Guild’s core events are:

BEER WEEK 2019?

• Rhythm & Brews Music and Craft Beer

November 1 – 10, 2019

Festival, a one-day event showcasing San Diego’s breweries and local bands, which is held
each spring in North San Diego County.

• San Diego Craft Beer Con, a one-day

event that features a keynote speaker, seminars and panels on a range of topics that
directly impact the local craft beer community. This event will also unveil the 2019
Economic Impact of Craft Breweries in San
Diego County Report.

WHO CAN BE A MEMBER
OF THE SDBG?

The Guild welcomes new members. Brewery
members are those whose principal business
is a brewery in San Diego County, while affiliate members manufacture or sell products
and services to the brewing industry, both
commercial and home brewing.

•

San Diego Brewers Guild Golf Tournament, an all-day fundraiser combining three San Diego
hallmarks: beer, golf, and sunshine while supporting the nonprofit initiatives of the Guild.

• San Diego Beer Week, a week-long celebration of America’s finest craft beer community. This

event is held annually during the first week of November.

LEADERSHIP
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WHO IS PART OF THE LEADERSHIP OF THE SDBG?

Guild Brewery members vote to fill the Guild’s leadership
roles annually. For 2019, leadership roles are as follows:

PRESIDENT

Matthew Zirpolo

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Paul Sangster

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rick Chapman

Burgeon Beer Co.

Rip Current Brewing Co.

Coronado Brewing Company

VICE PRESIDENT

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Andrew Wilde

Kris Anacleto

Paige McWey Acers

Booze Brothers Brewing Co.

San Diego Brewers Guild

SECRETARY

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Caitlin Cobb

Todd Colburn

Higher Gravity Brand Advocates

TREASURER

Bryan Carpenter
LevitZacks CPA

San Diego Brewers Guild

Karl Strauss Brewing Company

Virginia Morrison

Second Chance Beer Co.

Sabrina LoPiccolo
White Labs, Inc.

Robert Masterson
Resident Brewing
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OFFICERS
MATTHEW ZIRPOLO

President
Burgeon Beer Co.
An Encinitas native, Matthew Zirpolo was first attracted to the brewing industry
when he discovered home brewing. He majored in communications and marketing at
UCSB and took his understanding of that and applied it to his interest in craft beer.
He spent 4 years working on Burgeon Beer Co and has been in business for one year
now. When he and his team decided to join the guild, they gravitated to the idea
because of the overall comradery. He saw that the guild continues to support and
promote local craft beer.

KRIS ANACLETO
Vice President
Booze Brothers Brewing Co.
Kris Anacleto began his adventure in Boston where he was born and spent the
majority of his early life raised in Vista, CA. His interest in the brewing industry
simply stemmed from his love for beer itself. He’s spent the last 4.5 years deepening
his love for the industry and joined the guild because he wanted the opportunity to
make an impact on the future of craft beer. He values the knowledge from others in
the industry.
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OFFICERS
TODD COLBURN
Secretary
Higher Gravity Brand Advocates
A craft beer enthusiast from the beginning, Todd has served as a San Diego Brewers
Guild Board of Director since 2015 and currently serves as the 2019 Secretary. He
is passionate about supporting and promoting the community of independent craft
brewers. Todd was Marketing Director at Stone Brewing for five years and founded
Higher Gravity Brand Advocates in 2016 to provide branding, graphic design and
marketing support for craft breweries. In addition to these roles, Todd is adjunct
faculty at California State University San Marcos for the College of Business
(CoBA) Senior Experience program, where most of the student research projects
he leads support the local craft industry. The San Diego Business Journal sponsored
Craft Industry Business Confidence Index Survey (conducted each semester)
as well as SD Brewer’s Guild sponsored research projects are made possible by
students under his guidance and direction. As CSUSM Craft Beer Industry Advisor,
Todd supports the development of the annual CSUSM/SDBG Economic Impact
of Craft Breweries in San Diego County report. He is also co-faculty for the new
CSUSM EngiBeering Craft Brewing certificate program. Todd also supports the
UCSD Brewing Certificate program as a craft beer marketing (guest) lecturer each
semester. He is honored to serve as Secretary for the San Diego Brewers Guild and
continue efforts that drive awareness for the craft beer industry.

BRYAN CARPENTER
Treasurer
Audit Manager, LevitZacks CPA
Bryan hails from Jackson Hole, WY, and moved to San Diego to attend the
University of San Diego where he graduated magna cum laude in 2007 with a double
major in accounting and business administration with an emphasis in finance, real
estate, and information technology. Post-graduation, he went on to work as a CPA at
LEVITZACKS, where he combines his business and accounting skills with his personal
passion and professional experience within the brewing industry and has branded
himself the “Craft Beer CPA.” His passion for beer began in college, when he began
home brewing, and later joined Quality Ale and Fermentation Fraternity (QUAFF)
in 2013. After he spearheaded the initiative for LEVITZACKS to become an affiliate
member of the Guild, Bryan knew he wanted to get more involved himself. He joined
the Guild in 2016 as its treasurer and looks forward to giving back to the craft beer
community that has given him so much.
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OFFICERS
PAUL SANGSTER
President Emeritus
Rip Current Brewing Co.
Born and raised in Baltimore, MD, Paul Sangster came to San Diego for the beer.
Paul has been a craft beer lover since the late 80s and his engineering background
ignited his interest to better understand the composition of beer. In 2012, Paul cofounded Rip Current Brewing Company with his friend Guy Shobe after several very
active years as a home brewer (in which he won over 150 medals for his home brews).
His dedication to his craft has now earned Rip Current a number of accolades,
including Very Small Brewing Company of the Year at the 2015 Great American
Beer Festival. Paul got involved with the Guild in 2015 to give back to the San Diego
beer community. By sitting on the Board of Directors, Paul is actively contributing
to San Diego’s reputation as the preeminent brewing city in the country.

A D M I N I S T R AT I O N
PAIGE MCWEY ACERS
Executive Director
San Diego Brewers Guild
Paige McWey Acers is a San Diego County native, born and raised in Vista, CA.
After graduating high school, she moved south to the City of San Diego to attend
San Diego State University, where she double majored in sociology and religious
studies. Paige originally intended to have a career as a paralegal, and completed
the paralegal program at the University of San Diego. However, while in school
she worked as a server at The Linkery, one of San Diego’s first truly farm-to-table,
craft-focused restaurants, and it was there that she learned about San Diego’s craft
beer movement. After graduating from USD’s program, she was working at a law firm
doing paralegal and office management work, but knew she wanted to get into the
craft beer industry. When she learned about the job at the guild, she immediately
went for it, and the rest is history. In her work with the second largest craft beer
Guild in the country, she works directly with the board of directors to make decisions
for the Guild, attends craft beer summits and seminars to stay up-to-date on all
things craft beer, advocates for more modern beer laws and is behind one of the
biggest beer events in the country: San Diego Beer Week.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RICK CHAPMAN
Board of Directors
Co-Founder, Coronado Brewing Company
A Coronado native, Rick Chapman is a longtime member of San Diego’s craft beer
community. He briefly left his hometown to attend college in Santa Cruz, but
returned home afterwards and eventually opened up a small coffee shop (though
he initially had dreams of opening a restaurant). When a larger spot opened up, he
and his brother decided to try something different and open up a brewpub instead
of a restaurant. This was in 1996, when there were just six microbreweries in San
Diego. Twenty years later and Coronado Brewing Company is a San Diego craft beer
mainstay. Rick joined the Guild’s Board of Directors in 2015 to continue to support
the local craft community and pass along his knowledge of the beer industry that he’s
picked up along the past two decades. He is especially passionate about advocating
for better laws for craft brewers.

ANDREW WILDE
Board of Directors
Karl Strauss Brewing Co.
A Southern California native, Andrew Wilde moved to San Diego in 2006 to
study business at San Diego State University. His beer career began in 2010 with
Karl Strauss Brewing Company, where he now manages the company’s beer brand
marketing. Andrew is responsible for working with his team to launch new beers
like Aurora Hoppyalis IPA & Mosaic Session IPA, execute grassroots events such
as Collabapalooza, Arts & Amps, and Changing of the Barrels, and oversee the
marketing of these programs across all platforms. In addition to serving on the
board of directors for the San Diego Brewers Guild, he currently sits on the SDSU
Business of Craft Beer Advisory Board. Both roles allow him to impact the San Diego
community by furthering the education and public’s knowledge of independent craft
beer. A Certified Cicerone® and fan of all things beer, Andrew is equally passionate
about design, surfing, photography, and music.

PRESS KIT 2019

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
VIRGINIA MORRISON
Board of Directors
Second Chance Beer Co.
Virginia Morrison is the Co-Founder, Chief Executive Officer & Chief Legal Officer
at Second Chance Beer Company. Previously a successful private-practicing
attorney, Virginia brings extensive employment law and business experience to
the fast-growing craft, independent brewery. In her role, Virginia spearheads key
company initiatives and business units, including the “Giving second chances”
philanthropic program, human resources, and community and political outreach.
Virginia graduated summa cum laude with a degree in business pre-law from Bowling
Green State University and earned her JD with Honors from the University of
Michigan Law School. When she isn’t planning philanthropic events or building
the best company culture, Virginia rejuvenates by meditating in India, relaxing in
Savasana, running in the rain, and drinking her namesake beer “Legally Red.”

SABRINA LOPICCOLO
Board of Directors
White Labs, Inc.
Transitioning from a small Idaho town to the glitz and glam of Las Vegas, Sabrina
attended the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Journalism and Media Studies with a Minor in Business Marketing. With
more than 12 years of experience, her focus has been on travel and the food and
beverage industry. She made her debut into the San Diego craft beer community in
2012 after accepting a position with Stone Brewing managing the company’s public
relations efforts. At White Labs, she leads and strategizes all marketing efforts which
include event participation, creative services, advertising, public relations, marketing
communications, and social media for the company’s subsidiaries—White Labs San
Diego, White Labs Asheville, White Labs Copenhagen, and White Labs Kitchen &
Tap. She also oversees the company’s educational offerings as well as the San Diego
Tasting Room. Sabrina is a Cicerone® Certified Beer Server and an active member of
Pink Boots Society. Using her experience working for both a brewery and ingredient
supplier, she hopes to serve the local craft beer community and offer the SDBG a
fresh perspective on the industry, beer consumer demands, and small independent
brewery needs.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ROBERT MASTERSON
Board of Directors
Resident Brewing Company
A San Diego native, Robert Masterson grew up in Poway, Calif. His entrance into
the craft brewing industry started with homebrewing, as part of the Society of
Barley Engineers and Quaff homebrew club. After a number of successful years
as a homebrewer, Robert and some business partners started Resident Brewing in
2014 before officially opening in 2016. His favorite parts of working in craft beer
include the emphasis on collaboration and having the ability to push beer in new and
innovative directions. He looks forward to furthering the San Diego Brewers Guild’s
mission as a relevant resource for all members, no matter the size of the brewery.

M E D I A C O N TAC T S
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HIGH-RES IMAGES & SDBG LOGOS

MEDIA CONTACTS

To request high-resolution images or an interview
with a San Diego Brewers Guild representative,
please email Bay Bird Inc.
Logos are available for download here.
FOLLOW THE GUILD:
Instagram: @sdbrewers
instagram.com/sdbrewers
Facebook:
facebook.com/SDBrewersGuild
Twitter: @sdbrewers
twitter.com/sdbrewers

Bay Bird Inc.

Paradeigm™

Peyton Robertson
peyton@baybirdinc.com
858-382-4922

Stephen Brucher
stephen@paradeigm.com
714-420-3097

Natalie McCain
natalie@baybirdinc.com
917-657-1264

