
Butte College Orientation 

Orientation at Butte College is mandatory for most students, and aims to welcome new students and 
introduce them to the campus, expose them to the resources available to help them succeed, and 
register them for classes that align with their educational goals. 

To prepare new students even before orientation begins, we ask that they watch three videos when 
they sign up, covering Classroom Etiquette, Counseling, and MyBC. We then welcome students to 
campus by distributing orientation leaders throughout streets, parking lots, and sidewalks to help new 
students find their way and immediately feel welcome at Butte College. 

The orientation itself is held in the Center for Academic Success, because it is a vital resource that we 
want students to know about and feel comfortable using during their time at Butte. Once there, 
students are broken into groups to build camaraderie and assigned an orientation leader, all of whom 
are current students at Butte College. The program proceeds with nine primary components:  

• Welcome students to Butte College and do a quick schedule overview. 
• Counselors do a quick presentation about how community colleges work, and begin laying the 

groundwork so that students are prepared for their one-on-one counseling sessions later in the 
day. 

• The Safe Place program discuss some of the resources that are available on campus. 
• Campus police discuss campus and community safety. 
• Orientation Leaders introduce themselves and share where they are from and academic major.  
• Groups head to the computer lab for the “Butte Breakdown,” in which they walk through using 

the various tools on Butte College’s website, with an emphasis on knowing how to register for 
classes. 

• Counselors present on the First-Year Experience program and encourage students to get 
involved in campus activities and utilize support resources. 

• Students meet one-on-one with counselors to develop and education plan aligned with their 
goals and register for the first semester. 

• Orientation leaders give a tour of the campus in which students bring their schedules, to make 
note of where their classes will be. Orientation leaders also highlight where student services are 
available and how to best access them. 

In addition to this standard orientation, Butte College offers three variations for different populations. 
First is one for student-athletes, who go through a very similar orientation, but with slight modifications 
tailored to their specific needs. Additionally, there is an online orientation specifically for students 
transferring into Butte College, who have earned at least 24 units with a GPA of at least 2.00. These 
students are able to take a virtual tour of the campus, and register on their own, but are required to 
have a face-to-face meeting with a counselor before registering for their second semester. 

Finally, Butte College has partnered with over 40 local high schools for the Reg2Go program. The 
program begins working with high school seniors around October, and throughout the year provides 
application workshops, the opportunity to take the assessment exams at the high school, and in the 
spring they are able to go through orientation on the relevant campus, in which they are able to register 
for classes before they have even graduated from high school. 


