
Butte College First-Year Experience Program 

The First-Year Experience (FYE) program at Butte College has two primary components: student success 
courses that help students examine themselves and the habits that they need to develop for success, 
and the Menu for Success that encourages students to get involved in campus life and take advantage of 
the various support programs offered at Butte College. 

The hallmark of Butte’s FYE Program are the student success courses. A range are offered, such as Life 
Management, College & Life Success, Health & Wellness, and College Study Skills. While the content of 
each course differs, each of them helps students self-examine and develop the skills necessary to 
succeed in and beyond college. For instance, many of the courses make use of assessments of learning 
styles and strengths to help students recognize general patterns that their behaviors tend toward, so 
that they can better understand their own motivations and actions. 

These courses have been very successful at helping Butte College students succeed. Students who 
complete an FYE course are 23% more likely to earn an Associate Degree, and 32% more likely to 
achieve transfer readiness. In addition to providing knowledge that helps students succeed, the courses 
meet GE requirements. All but one transfers as a first-year experience (Area E) class to CSU’s, and Health 
transfers to UC’s as well. 

The second component of FYE is the “Menu for Success.” The purpose of the Menu for Success is to 
highlight the various ways that new students can get involved and find support on campus. In addition 
to the student success courses, it highlights academic support programs, specialized support systems, 
and clubs and organizations that students can get involved in. Students are encouraged to select one 
thing from each of these categories in order to make the most of their time at Butte. 

For more information about Butte College’s FYE Program, see the below resources. 
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