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Matthew 7:1-6 (ESV) “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. Do not give dogs what 
is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.” 
 
I. Facts about judging and judgment 

A. Judgement is reserved for God to execute and to appoint to exercise. 
1. God judged Pharoah 

 
Exodus 12:12 (ESV) “For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord.” 
 

2. David also acknowledges that judgement is from God 
 
Psalm 51:4 “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be 
justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.” 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:14 “For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or 
evil.” 
 

B. We will be judged by God for the fact and the way we judge others. 
1. Usurped His power (dress up like a cop & pull someone over) 
2. Not equipped to judge, get greater judgement for (log vs speck) blindness 
3. A jungle safari with a blind tour guide (grab this poisonous snake vine) 
4. If we deny mercy when judging, mercy will be denied to us. 

C. God appoints judges (under Moses, book of Judges) ruled justly between people 
 
II. Don’t judge be discerning: exercise prudence and wisdom with both people & situations 
 
Philippians 1:9-10 (ESV) And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and 
all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
 

A. Jesus instructions to disciples before he sent them out to minister. 
 
Matthew 10:11-14 And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you 
depart. As you enter the house, greet it. And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not 
worthy, let your peace return to you. And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the 
dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. (Bible translators and person of influence). 
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1. Not called to minister to everyone but assess best use of time & talents 
2. Discernment works hand and hand with stewardship. 

B. Evaluate qualifications of those serving in godly leadership roles. 
 
1 Timothy 3:1-2a (ESV) “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a 
noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach..(and lists other qualifications)“ 
 

1. All judgement is based upon God’s word. 
2. Those judged here are willing participants, aspiring to serve. 
3. Both judge & judged are in relationship & agreement about the process. 
4. If they fail, are usually open to learning how to improve to qualify. 

III. The process of judgment 
A. God’s final judgement 

1. Willing: accept sin, Bible’s Standard, Christ death = eternal life 
2. Unwilling: reject sin, Bible’s standard, Christ’s death = eternal destruction 

B. Godly judgment is marked by love 
Alternative is apathy allowing evil to rule without accountability (chaos) 

1. God justly defines what is & isn’t right. (Tests in school) 
 
Psalm 139:23-24 “Search me, God, and know my heart;  test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 
 

2. God warns of impending judgement as He desires none perish 
 
2nd Peter 3:9 (ESV) “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 
 

C. When we judge another it must be with God’s love 
1. The judge’s heart should be for the benefit & betterment of those judged. 

 
Galatians 6:1-2  (ESV) “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.”  

 
2. Process only works when there is harmony between both. 

 
Matthew 18:15-17 (ESV) “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.” 
 
IV. How to Correct Effectively 

A. Avoid fruitless endeavors, know your audience. 
 
Matthew 7:6 (ESV) 6 “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they 
trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.” 

1. When feeding stray dogs (a kind gesture) the dogs would turn & growl. 
2. Don’t correct those not open to receiving it. 

B. Steps to Godly Correction 
1. Check your own heart, is goal restoration & growth for other person. 
2. Be discerning, see if they are receptive. 



3. Prayerfully proceed with humility & gentleness. 
4. Offer correction only, proceed only when in partnership. 
5. Correction is only for the believer. 

a. We don’t correct an unbeliever unto salvation 
b. We love them where they are & how they are. 

 
Romans 2:4 (ESV) “Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?” 
 

C. Conclusion: Reserve judgement for God, be discerning before correcting, pray for unsaved. 


