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ELECTRONIC NAVIGATION SYSTEM AND 
METHOD 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

The present application is a continuation of Ser. No. 
08/494,198, ?led Jun. 23, 1995, now US. Pat. No. 5,808, 
566, Which Was a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 08/265, 
094, ?led Jun. 24, 1994, now US. Pat. No. 5,543,789, the 
entire contents of Which are incorporated by reference 
herein. 

REFERENCE TO MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

Included With this speci?cation is a micro?che appendix 
including 3 sheets of 283 total frames. 
A portion of the disclosure of this patent document 

contains material Which is subject to copyright protection. 
The copyright oWner has no objection to the facsimile 
reproduction by anyone of the patent document or the patent 
disclosure, as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Of?ce 
patent ?le or records, but otherWise reserves all copyright 
rights Whatsoever. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates generally to a system and method 
for providing route guidance and tracking information and 
other information from a base unit to a mobile unit over 

Wireless, Wireline, or optical devices. 
The invention more particularly relates to an apparatus 

and method for providing to a mobile unit route guidance 
and tracking information and other information Which has 
been calculated and/or stored at a base unit in response to a 
query from the mobile unit. 

Systems have already been developed Which provide 
geographical or position-dependent information to a mobile 
user. Such systems are generally installed in an automobile 
or other vehicle. These systems generally include an 
on-board geographic database Which may be accessed to 
determine geographic information, such as locations of 
points of interest, directions to points of interest, and direc 
tions betWeen a speci?ed origin and a destination. An 
on-board computer calculates route guidance information 
using data from the database in response to user inputs. 

Such systems are knoWn as autonomous route guidance 
systems since they are independent and self-contained. The 
systems generally include a geographic database, position 
ing sensors, and a computer including a keyboard and 
display. The geographic database is a representation of a 
region or metropolitan area and may include, for eXample, 
street names, navigation attributes, such as turn restrictions 
and one-Way streets., street addresses, and points of interest, 
such as airports, restaurants and museums. The positioning 
sensors may determine geographic position from RF (Radio 
Frequency) triangulation or in response to signals from, for 
eXample, GPS (Global Positioning System), LORAN C or 
other similar positioning systems, and from motion and 
direction detectors. The computer calculates route guidance 
information in response to inputs from the other system 
components as Well as from operator input. The route 
guidance information is provided to the user in the form of 
navigational teXt or map graphics. 
Autonomous route guidance systems have many 

draWbacks, hoWever, Which have prevented their Wide 
spread use. Because the system is autonomous and has an 
on-board database, the system must include large storage 
capabilities for storing all of the data Which form the 
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2 
database. Technologies such as CD-ROM have alloWed 
storage of an entire database but require still a tradeoff 
betWeen cost and fast, ef?cient data access. 

Another problem With autonomous route guidance sys 
tems is maintenance and currency of the database. As neW 
streets are built, or as old streets are recon?gured, as 
businesses and other points of interest open and close, the 
database on CD-ROM or other media becomes out of date. 
In addition, When a database is compiled, it may include 
errors Which are then replicated in the many copies provided 
to users. These errors may require correction in the user 
copies by replacing those database copies. Moreover, incor 
rect or outdated information in the database can lead to 
errors When calculating routes. When an out-of-date data 
base does not include the information that a particular 
roadWay is closed, the system may be unable to calculate an 
alternate route. 

Autonomous route guidance system providers may 
improve the accuracy of the system by providing occasional 
database updates to users. HoWever, distribution of the 
database, in a medium such as CD-ROM or ?oppy disk, to 
remotely located mobile users may be dif?cult. In addition, 
the media themselves are expensive since they may gener 
ally be used only a single time. 

Other aspects of such prior art autonomous route guidance 
systems add to their cost and inconvenience. Because the 
systems are autonomous, they must include all components, 
including the computer, the database and the position sensor. 
Using present technology, such a system is too heavy and 
too large to be readily transported by an individual. In 
addition, the complete system has poWer requirements 
Which make battery operation impractical. As a result, 
autonomous route guidance systems have been limited to 
installation in automobiles or other vehicles Which can 
accommodate the siZe and poWer requirements of such a 
system. The current best price for a complete autonomous 
route guidance system is substantial. This includes only the 
cost for a single, dedicated autonomous route guidance 
system. 

Another type of route guidance system has been tested in 
Europe using beacons to provide a guidance signal to 
on-board equipment. The system directs the user to travel 
from beacon to beacon, creating a stepWise path betWeen an 
origin and a destination because of the ?Xed locations of the 
beacons. The navigational information thus provided forms 
a generally inefficient routing path from origin to destina 
tion. In addition, such a system does not provide the capa 
bility to query a database for information about nearby 
points of interest and other geographical information. 

Therefore, there is a need for a routing and information 
system that continually provides access to up-to-date, cor 
rect geographic information by a remote user. There is a 
further need for a routing and information system Which can 
be implemented on lightWeight, portable devices for easy, 
convenient transportation and use. There is a further need for 
a routing and information system Which is independent of 
any particular hardWare con?guration and Which may be 
implemented on any suitably equipped data processing 
apparatus, such as a desktop personal computer, a laptop 
computer, a personal digital assistant or even a pager. There 
is a further need for a routing and information system Which 
provides communication betWeen mobile units and a base 
unit over any available channel, including Wireless, Wireline, 
and optical channels. There is a still further need for a data 
communication protocol for providing accurate, reliable 
communication in such a system, independent of hardWare 
con?guration and in a compact form. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to provide a method and 
system for transmitting route guidance and other informa 
tion from a base unit to a remote unit in a compact form. 

Another obj ect of the invention is to provide a method and 
system for transmitting route guidance and other informa 
tion from a base unit to a remote unit in a language 
independent form such that the remote unit can provide the 
information to a user in any language or form desired by the 
user at the remote unit. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a method and 
system for transmitting route guidance and other informa 
tion from a base unit to a remote unit in Which the amount 
of information available at a remote unit can be expanded by 
providing the remote unit With information from the base 
unit Which is not adequately covered by any databases 
on-board the remote unit. 

The invention provides a method and system for provid 
ing route guidance and other information from a base unit to 
a remote unit in response to a request from the remote unit. 
A query is formatted at the remote unit, the query including 
the request, and is transmitted from the remote unit to the 
base unit. Requested route guidance information is calcu 
lated at the base unit in response to the query, using a large 
up-to-date database located at the base unit. A response to 
the query is formatted at the base unit, the response includ 
ing route guidance information. The response is then trans 
mitted from the base unit to the remote unit for display. 

The transmission is made in a compact form through the 
use of maneuver arms and combined maneuver arms and 

through the use of tokeniZed forms. These tokeniZed forms 
represent a large amount of textual information by one or 
several alphanumeric characters. 
A maneuver arm represents a road at an intersection, for 

depiction on a display, by one or tWo endpoint coordinates. 
If tWo intersections are sufficiently close together, a ?rst set 
of maneuver arms for one intersection and a second set of 
maneuver arms for the other intersection are combined to 
produce a combined set of endpoints for transmission in a 
compact form to depict the ?rst set of maneuver arms and 
the second set of maneuver arms on a common display. 

The tokeniZed forms are expanded at the remote unit into 
textual driving instructions for each of one or more lan 
guages. In addition, the amount of information available at 
a remote unit can be increased by providing the remote unit 
With information from the base unit Which is not adequately 
covered by any databases on-board the remote unit. 

Other objects, features, and advantages of the invention 
Will be apparent from the detailed description set forth 
beloW. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features of the invention are set forth With particu 
larity in the appended claims. The invention, together With 
further objects and advantages thereof, may be further 
understood by making reference to the folloWing description 
taken in conjunction With the accompanying draWings, 
Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating a system 
of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a method of the 
invention; 

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a data communication 
protocol for communicating data from a mobile, or remote, 
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4 
unit to a base unit in accordance With the invention and 
Which is used in conjunction With the system of FIG. 1 and 
the method of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a data communication 
protocol for communicating data from a base unit to a 
mobile unit in accordance With the invention and Which is 
used in conjunction With the system of FIG. 1 and the 
method of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a suitable sign convention 
for maneuver arm endpoint coordinates; 

FIGS. 6 to 10 shoW examples of maneuver arms displays 
in a remote unit; 

FIGS. 11 to 14 illustrate data that is transferred betWeen 
a remote unit and a base unit in the example of FIGS. 6 to 

10; 
FIGS. 15 to 38 illustrate additional examples of data 

transferred betWeen a remote unit and a base unit; 

FIG. 39 illustrates a combined maneuver arms display; 

FIG. 40 illustrates some examples of tokens and corre 
sponding expanded English, Spanish, and German text; and 

FIG. 41 is a ?oWchart used for explaining operation of a 
stripmap request feature of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

OvervieW 
The invention provides a method of providing route 

guidance information and other information from a base unit 
to a mobile unit in response to a request from the mobile 
unit. The method comprises the steps of formatting a query 
at the mobile unit, the query including the request, commu 
nicating the query from the mobile unit to the base unit, and 
calculating route guidance information at the base unit in 
response to the query. The method further comprises the 
steps of formatting a response to the query at the base unit, 
the response including route guidance information, and 
communicating the response from the base unit to the 
mobile unit. The guidance information may include naviga 
tion instructions from an origin to a destination, information 
about one or more points of interest Within a particular 
region, or other geographically referenced information. 
The invention further provides a system for communicat 

ing routing information betWeen a base unit and a mobile 
unit. The system comprises an input means at the mobile unit 
for providing an origin and a destination. The system further 
comprises a calculating means at the base unit for calculat 
ing a route betWeen the origin and the destination. The 
system still further comprises communication means for 
communicating the origin and the destination from the 
mobile unit to the base unit and for communicating the route 
from the base unit to the mobile unit. The routing informa 
tion may include navigation instructions from an origin to a 
destination, information about one or more points of interest 
Within a particular region, or other geographically refer 
enced information. 
The invention still further provides a method of providing 

routing information to a mobile unit. The method comprises 
the steps of providing an origin and a destination from the 
mobile unit to a base unit, the base unit located remotely 
from the mobile unit. The method further comprises the 
steps of calculating at the base unit a route betWeen the 
origin and the destination, and providing the route to the 
mobile unit. 
The invention still further provides a system for providing 

route guidance information to a remote location from a 
central location. The system comprises a mobile unit includ 
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ing an input means for providing at least a route destination 
and an output means for providing an indication of the route 
guidance information. The system further comprises a ?rst 
transmission means at the mobile unit for transmitting 
destination data and origin data from the mobile unit, the 
destination data being indicative of a route destination and 
the origin data being indicative of a route origin. The system 
still further comprises a base unit at the central location. The 
base unit includes a ?rst receiving means for receiving the 
destination data and the origin data from the ?rst transmis 
sion means, a calculating means coupled With the receiving 
means for calculating a route to the route destination from a 
route origin responsive to the destination data and the origin 
data, and a second transmission means for transmitting 
routing data, the routing data being indicative of the route. 
The system still further comprises a second receiving means 
at the mobile unit for receiving the routing data from the 
second transmission means, the second receiving means 
being coupled With the output means for providing the route 
guidance information to the input means responsive to the 
routing data. 

The invention also provides a system and method for 
providing geographically referenced information from a 
base unit or server to a mobile unit. The mobile unit may be 
a transportable device such as a laptop computer or personal 
digital assistant (PDA), or may be a desktop personal 
computer or any other device permitting data entry and 
display, printing, or sounding of the provided information. 

The mobile unit communicates With the base unit using 
any available communication system, such as land line 
telephone link, cellular telephone or radio frequency trans 
mission. Queries are communicated from the mobile unit to 
the base unit. The query requests route guidance 
information, information about a point of interest or other 
geographical information. The query is formatted in a speci 
?ed protocol. The base unit communicates responses to 
queries, the responses also being formatted in a speci?ed 
protocol. The responses may include, for example, textual 
navigational directions and/or maneuver arms shoWing 
graphical representations of street intersections and the 
calculated route through the intersection. Transmitting only 
a representation of the intersection, rather than all geo 
graphical features around the intersection, alloWs the 
response, including the maneuver arms, to be transmitted 
over a loW bandWidth channel. The invention operates 
independently of the communication system and is adapt 
able to any system. The invention alloWs support for many 
different mobile unit platforms, taking advantage of each 
platform’s capabilities While retaining as much system-level 
look and feel consistency as possible. 

The base unit includes a geographical database, such as 
the Navigation Technologies Corp. navigable map database. 
The geographical database stores a variety of geographical 
and position-oriented attributes, such as street addresses, 
turn restrictions and points of interest. The points of interest 
are preferably organiZed according to different parameters, 
including point of interest type, such as “restaurant” or 
“museum;” point of interest name; city; driving distance; 
and/or driving time. The base unit further includes a server 
for receiving queries from one or more mobile units, resolv 
ing ambiguities in the queries, determining a response to a 
query, and accessing the geographical database as needed. 
The server formats a response to the query and communi 
cates the response to the mobile unit. 

In a ?rst mode of operation, an origin and a destination are 
entered at the mobile unit. The origin and/or the destination 
may be in the form of a street address, an intersection of two 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

6 
streets, or a point of interest previously identi?ed in the 
geographical database. The origin and destination are com 
municated from the mobile unit to the base unit. The base 
unit calculates a route betWeen the speci?ed origin and 
destination. The routing information is communicated from 
the base unit to the mobile unit Where it is displayed by the 
mobile unit. The display can be a graphical display, shoWing 
map portions and providing travel directions along With a 
display of highWay signs and other information. The display 
can include textual information providing travel directions. 
The mobile unit may supply a digitally synthesiZed voice 
Which audibly presents the travel directions to the user. In 
some applications, the display is styliZed to display addi 
tional information to the user or to display information in a 
more realistic or more informative form. 

For example, the display can indicate in graphical form 
Whether an on or off ramp is a tight or gentle turn by 
displaying styliZed ramps. Shapepoints, that is, points Which 
more accurately depict the physical shape of a road, can be 
generated either by the base unit or by a remote unit. 

In a second mode of operation, the mobile unit formulates 
a query requesting information about points of interest 
Within a speci?ed distance of an origin. The origin may be 
speci?ed by street address, intersecting streets, by geo 
graphic position or by reference to a point of interest. The 
query is communicated from the mobile unit to the base unit. 
The base unit uses the geographical database to formulate a 
response. The response is communicated from the base unit 
to the mobile unit for display to the user. 

In a third mode of operation, a mobile unit provides 
information specifying its location to the base unit. Acontrol 
unit requests tracking information about the mobile unit 
from the base unit. The control unit may be, for example, 
another personal computer, coupled to the base unit through 
an external interface, either directly or through a commu 
nications netWork. The base unit provides to the control unit 
tracking information including the current location of the 
mobile unit With respect to the street netWork and the route 
covered by the mobile unit. 
The invention further provides a protocol for communi 

cating a query from the mobile unit to the base unit and for 
communicating a response from the base unit to the mobile 
unit. The protocol alloWs transmission of variable length 
messages, as required by the individual mobile unit or 
communication link. The protocol includes error checking, 
time stamping and subscriber information. 
The protocol further includes information specifying ori 

gin and destination, for a query, and message type and 
message contents, such as route information, for a response. 
The invention thus provides geographically referenced 

information from a base unit to a mobile unit, the mobile unit 
needing only data entry and display devices and a commu 
nications link. An advantage of the invention is that the 
invention provides this capability in a mobile unit Which 
does not require on-board database storage or position 
?nding equipment at the mobile unit. 
A further advantage of the invention is that the invention 

provides a mobile unit With access to a larger, more com 
prehensive database. For example, prior art CD-ROM-based 
databases are limited to 600 MB of storage Which may be 
suf?cient to store map information for only a single metro 
politan region. In contrast, the invention alloWs the mobile 
unit to access map information for many metropolitan 
regions or an entire nation, as Well as other information, such 
as on-line yelloW page information or neWs, Weather and/or 
traffic advisory information, Which may be provided by 
third-party information providers. Such information can be 
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