
E UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

05/26/2817 »ALLEN 06888810 19184541 
App. Serial No.: 101104,541 91 FC:1461 268.08 OP 

Patent No.: 

Inventor: 

Title: 

6,963,866 

Michael D. Schulze 

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED 
FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

85/26/2817 DALLEH 08980811 6963866 
Filed: March 22, 2002 01 FC:1599 3085.08 OP 

Group Art Unit: 2161 

Confirmation No.: 6138 

Attorney Docket No.: 8580.3001.001 

NOTICE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(c) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Commissioner: 

' ' 

This notice under 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(c) is being filed to assert a loss of small entity 

status for U.S. Patent No. 6,963,866. The Assignee/Inventors became aware that small 

entity fees were submitted in error, as small entity status changed at or around June 28, 

2004. 

Included herein is an itemization of the total deficiency payment pursuant to 

MPEP § 509 and 3 7 C.F .R. § 1.28( c )(2)(ii). All fees listed and paid are in U.S. dollars. 

The Assignee/Inventors assert by way of signature below that each of these fees were 

paid in good faith without any intent to deceive the Patent Office. Also submitted herein 

is a check for payment of the $3345.00 deficiency due to fully satisfy the required large 

entity fees for the subject patent. 
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U.S.S.N. 10/104,541 - 2-

Itemization under 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(c)(2)(ii) 

Current 
Large Entity 

Date Fee Description Fee 

5/25/2005 Issue Fee $960.00 

3.5 Year 
10/20/2009 Maintenance Fee $1600.00 

Late Surcharge for 
Maintenance Fee 

10/20/2009 Payment $160.00 

7.5 Year 
11/8/2013 Maintenance Fee $3600.00 

Late Surcharge for 
Maintenance Fee 

11/8/2013 Payment $160.00 

TOTALS $6480.00 

Small Entity 
Fees Paid 

$700.00 

$490.00 

$65.00 

$1800.00 

$80.00 

$3135.00 

May 15, 2017 

Difference 
(Amount Due) 

$260.00 

$1110.00 

$95.00 

$1800.00 

$80.00 

$3345.00 
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U.S.S.N. 10/104,541 - 3 - May 15, 2017 

Conclusion 

The Office is invited to telephone the undersigned registered attorney if doing so 

would advance resolution of this matter. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-0852 

for any required fees, or to credit that same deposit account with any overpayment 

associated with this communication. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~A!G>\i:: ~;ih 
on K. Smith 

Attorney for Assignee 
Registration No. 73,822 
Reising Ethington P.C. 
P.O. Box 4390 
Troy, Michigan 48099 
(248) 689-3500 

5//(()//1 
Date 

.. ' . "' c. 

~ fv-\7 
Date 

Inventor/President of Assignee, Mirror 
Imaging L.L.C. 
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fj '*-i .f Certificate of Mailing 
'41;-& TRAO'i:~~~..s,;. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as certified mail in an envelope addressed to: 

on May 18, 2017. 

Signed: /Shannon K. Smith/ 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Shannon K. Smith, Reg. No. 73,822 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Ul\TfED STI\TES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adill"'· COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

10/104,541 03/22/2002 

27305 

Michael D. Schulze 60,419-006 
CONFIRMATION NO. 6138 

POWER OF ATTORNEY NOTICE 
HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS PLLC 
450 West Fourth Street 
Royal0ak,MI48067 

111111111111111111111111]~!1]~~~~~~~~~~ ~~u~~~ ~~] 11111111111111111111111 

Date Mailed: 05/18/2017 

NOTICE REGARDING CHANGE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY 

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 05/16/2017. 

• The Power of Attorney to you in this application has been revoked by the assignee who has intervened as 
provided by 37 CFR 3.71. Future correspondence will be mailed to the new address of record(37 CFR 1.33). 

/jtfitzhugh sr/ 

Questions about the contents of this notice and the 
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office 

of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at 
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101. 

page 1 of 1 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NUMBER 

10/104,541 

23399 
REISING ETHINGTON P.C. 
P 0 BOX4390 
TROY, Ml 48099-4390 

FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE 

03/22/2002 

Ul\TfED STI\TES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adill"'· COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

Michael D. Schulze 8580.3001.001 
CONFIRMATION NO. 6138 

POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER 

111111111111111111111111]~!1]~~~~~~~~~~ ~~u~~~ 11] 11111111111111111111111 

Date Mailed: 05/18/2017 

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY 

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 05/16/2017. 

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the 
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33. 

/jtfitzhugh sr/ 

Questions about the contents of this notice and the 
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office 

of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at 
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101. 

page 1 of 1 
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PTO/AIA/81A (02-15) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2018. OMB 0651-0035 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paoerwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it disolavs a valid OMB control number 

/ PATENT- POWER OF ATTORNEY 
Patent Number 6963866 
Issue Date November 8, 2005 

OR 
First Named Inventor Michael D. Schulze 

REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY 
Title 

WITH A NEW POWER OF ATTORNEY Method of Obtaining an 

AND 
Electronically Stored Financial 
Document 

'\., CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS Attorney Docket No. 8580.3001.001 ./ 
I hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the above-identified patent. 

0 A Power of Attorney is submitted herewith. 

OR I hereby appoint Practitioner(s) associated with the Customer Number identified in the box at right as my/our 

123399 I (8] attorney(s) or agent(s) with respect to the patent identified above, and to transact all business in the United 

States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 
OR 

0 I hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named below as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) with respect to the patent identified above, and to transact 

all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 

Practitioner(s) Name Registration Number 

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the above-identified patent to: 

(8] The address associated with the above-identified Customer Number. 
OR 

I I 
D The address associated with the Customer Number identified in the box at right: 

OR 

DFirmor 
Individual Name 

Address 

City I State I I Zip I 
Country 

Telephone I Email I 
I am the: 

D Applicant. • 

OR ~~ X Patent owner. , 11 1 .• " 
(8] Statement under 37JiFR 3.1jJ~Hf rtf! PTrf/AfA~ 6}VAbnyttea herewith or filed on 

l/1 1/f I ' I I SIG}S_A!I'URE of Applicant or Patent Owner ' 
Signature 111 A>./··· J vAt~'/ I Date I c;- ft.- (--t-
Name 1 ~ichael D. Schulz~ 1/ I Telephone I F~K1-<;(:")D -5'\ '1-s 
Title and Company President, Mirror Imaging L.L.C. / 

NOTE: Signatures of all the applicants or patent owners of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. If more than one signature 

is required, submit multiple forms, check the box below, and identify the total number of forms submitted in the blank below. 

[{]A total of 1 forms are submitted. 

Th1s collect1on of mformallon is required by 37 CFR 1.31, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public, which is to update 
(and by the USPTO to process) the file of a patent or reexamination proceeding. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is 
estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending 
upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, ca/11-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2. 
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PTO/AIA/96 (08-12) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2013. OMB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(c) 

Appl~anUPa~ntOwner: _M_i_rr_o_r_lm~a_g_in_g_L_._L_.C_·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Application No./Patent No.: 6963866 Filed/Issue Date: November 8, 2005 

Titled: Method of Obtaining an Electronically Stored Financial Document 

Mirror Imaging L.L.C. , a limited liability company 
----------------------------------------------------~ 

(Name of Assignee) (Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.) 

states that, for the patent application/patent identified above, it is (choose one of options 1, 2, 3 or 4 below): 

1. 0 The assignee of the entire right, title, and interest. 

2. D An assignee of less than the entire right, title, and interest (check applicable box): 

U The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is %. Additional Statement(s) by the owners 
holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for 100% of the ownership interest. 

D There are unspecified percentages of ownership. The other parties, including inventors, who together own the entire 
right, title and interest are: 

Additional Statement(s) by the owner(s) holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for the entire 
right, title, and interest. 

3. D The assignee of an undivided interest in the entirety (a complete assignment from one of the joint inventors was made). 
The other parties, including inventors, who together own the entire right, title, and interest are: 

Additional Statement(s) by the owner(s) holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for the entire 
right, title, and interest. 

4. D The recipient, via a court proceeding or the like (e.g., bankruptcy, probate), of an undivided interest in the entirety (a 
complete transfer of ownership interest was made). The certified document(s) showing the transfer is attached. 

The interest identified in option 1, 2 or 3 above (not option 4) is evidenced by either (choose one of options A or B below): 

A. 0 An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded in 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel 013105 , Frame 0294 , or for which a copy 
thereof is attached. 

B. D A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as follows: 

1. From:--------------------------------------- To:---------------------------------------

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel ___________ , Frame ___________ , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

2. From: --------------------------------------- To: ---------------------------------------

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel ___________ , Frame ___________ , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

[Page 1 of 2] 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U .S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount 
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313·1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, calll-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2. 
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PTO/AIA/96 (08-12) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2013. OMB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(c) 

3. From: ------------------------------------- To: ------------------------------------­

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel ___________ ., Frame ___________ , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

4. From: ------------------------------------- To: ------------------------------------­

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel ___________ ., Frame ___________ , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

5. From: ------------------------------------- To: ------------------------------------­

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel ___________ ., Frame ___________ , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

6. From: ------------------------------------- To: ------------------------------------­

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel ___________ , Frame ___________ , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

D Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet(s). 

0 As required by 37 CFR 3. 73(c)(1 )(i), the documentary evidence of the chain of title from the original owner to the 
assignee was, or concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.11. 

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment 
Division in accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignment in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08] 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 

/Shannon K. Smith/ May 16, 2017 
Signature Date 

Shannon K. Smith 73822 

Printed or Typed Name Title or Registration Number 

[Page 2 of 2] 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your 
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 
U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the 
information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related 
to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings 
or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records 
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is 
required by the Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting 
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the 
course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress 
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has 
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency 
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required 
to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of 
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for 
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act 
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General 
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's 
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under 
authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA 
regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant {i.e., GSA or 
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either 
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 
151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the 
public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were 
terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to 
public inspection or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law 
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 29225044 

Application Number: 10104541 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6138 

Title of Invention: 
METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED FINANCIAL 
DOCUMENT 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Michael D. Schulze 

Customer Number: 27305 

Filer: Shannon Smith 

Filer Authorized By: 

Attorney Docket Number: 60,419-006 

Receipt Date: 16-MAY-2017 

Filing Date: 22-MAR-2002 

TimeStamp: 15:40:12 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment I no 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size( Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (ifappl.) 

86191 

1 Power of Attorney 6963866POA-Signed.pdf no 1 
8Sfb3ead8ba539149c7fb8b384a75ae2592 

91795 

Warnings: Page 11



The page size in the PDF is too large. The pages should be 8.5 x 11 or A4. If this PDF is submitted, the pages will be resized upon entry into the 
Image File Wrapper and may affect subsequent processing 

Information: 

118238 

2 
Assignee showing of ownership per 37 

3-73c-6963866.pdf no 3 
CFR 3.73 

1183Sb6f4d00dd86Sa896dff4 7aa 14 781 dB 
b5448 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 204429 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Agglications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Agglication under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Agglication Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 0), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/R0/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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Case 2:08-cv-00295 Document 2 Filed 07/29/2008 Page 1 of 1 

'AO 120 (Rev. 3104) 

TO: Mail Stop 8 
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

REPORT ON THE 
FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S. C.§ 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been 

flied in the U S District Court Eastern District of Texas on the following Ill Patents or 0 Trademarks· .. 

DOCKFt:a!P-CV-295 DATE Fli.fnl9t2008 U.S. DISTRICT COURT Eastern District of Texas 

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT 

MIRROR IMAGING LLC SUNTRUST BANKS, INC., et al 

PATENTOR '' DATE OF PATENT HbLDER dF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 6,963,866 11/8/2005 Method of Obtaining an Electronically Stored Financial 

2 Document 

3 

4 

5 

In the above-entitled case, the foilowing patent(s)l trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 
0 Amendment 0 Answer 0 Cross Bill 0 Other Pleading 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

In the above-entitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT 

I (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Copy 1-Upon initiation of action, mall this copy to Director Copy 3-Upon termination of action, mall this copy to Director 
Copy 2-Upon filing document adding patent(s), mall this copy to Director Copy 4-Case 61e copy 
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Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

or Fax (703) 746-4000 
INST IONS: T · . fm should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks I through 5 should be completed where 
appropn .8\)IJ:(A -correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated un ected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block I for any change of address) 

27305 7590 05/20/2005 

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 
THE PINEHURST OFFICE CENTER, SUITE #101 
39400 WOODWARD A VENUE 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304-5151 

\ 

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmissiOn. /A . ~ 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission ~~-.l:j 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposite with n({ United 
States Postal Service with sulficient postage for first class mail in an envelor.e 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTO (703) 746-4000, on the date indicated below. 

(Depositor's name) 

,· EV612878945US 
) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

10/104,541 03/22/2002 Michael D. Schulze 

TITLE OF INVENTION: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

05/27/2005 UABDELRJ 00000086 10104541 

SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE PUBLICATION FEE 

YES : $700 $300 

EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS 

ALAUBAIDI, HA YTHIM J 2161 707-001000 

60,419-006 

TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 

$1000 

CONFIRMA T!ON NO. 

6138 

DATE DUE 

08/2212005 

I. Change of correspondence address or indication of"Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

0 Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 
(I) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys HJOward & Howard 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03·02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion ofthis form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Mirror Imaging L.L.C. Southfield, MI 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent): 0 Individual lla~Corporation or other private group entity 0 Government 

4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): 

ij(i Issue Fee §4 A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 

lj(l Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 0 Payment by credit card. Form PT0-2038 is attached. 

1;(1 Advance Order· #of Copies 1 0 !Sa The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account Number 0 8,., 2 7 8 9 (enclose an extra copy ofthts form). 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

0 a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 0 b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2). 

The Director of the USPTO is requested to a ly the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. 
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee C equired) will not be accepted from anyone other than the apphcant; a regtstered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the Unit S~!!'~atent and Trademark Office. 

Date 05-j25/2005 

Typed or printed Registration No. --!4~2...,,,_{J6L..Jll.-,';;l9'---------

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is &overned by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, prepanng, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or sug!lestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandna, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

PTOL-85 (Rev. 12/04) Approved for use through 04/30/2007. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313·1450 
www.uspto.gov 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

27305 7590 05/20/2005 

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 
THE PINEHURST OFFICE CENTER, SUITE #101 
39400 WOODWARD A VENUE 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304-5151 

EXAMINER 

ALAUBAIDI, HA YTHIM J 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

2161 

DATE MAILED: 05/20/2005 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. I CONFIRMA TJON NO. 

10/104,541 03/22/2002 Michael D. Schulze 60,419-006 6138 

TITLE OF INVENTION: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONlCALL Y STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

APPLN.TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE PUBLICATION FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

nonprovisional YES $700 $300 $1000 08/22/2005 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION QN THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B -
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice 'the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B- Fee(s) 
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and l/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown' above. 

II. PART B- FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after· Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 

Page 1 of 3 
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PART B- FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: M.3.il Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

or Fax (703) 746-4000 
INSTRUCTIONS: This fonn should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks I through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifYing a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block I for any change of address) 

27305 7590 05/20/2005 

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 
THE PINEHURST OFFICE CENTER, SUITE #101 
39400 WOODWARD A VENUE 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS MI 48304 5151 

' -

APPLJCA TION NO. FILING DATE 

10/104,541 03/22/2002 

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or fonnal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an enveloP.e 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTO (703) 746-4000 on the date indicated below 

(Deposito(& name) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

Michael D. Schulze 60,419-006 6138 

TITLE OF INVENTION: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE 

nonprovisional YES $700 

EXAMINER ART UNIT 

ALAUBAIDI, HA YTHIM J 2161 

I. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

PUBLICATION FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 

$300 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

707-001000 

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

(I) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

$1000 

DATE DUE 

08/22/2005 

0 Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address fonn PTO/SB/122) attached. 

0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication fonn 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

(2) the name of a single finn (having as a member a 2 ____________ _ 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3 
listed, no name will be printed. ·-------------

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT(printortype) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this fonn is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 0 Individual 0 Corporation or other private group entity 0 Government 

4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment ofFee(s): 

0 Issue Fee 0 A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 

0 Publication Fee (No small entity discount pennitted) 0 Payment by credit card. Fonn PT0-2038 is attached. 

0 Advance Order- # of Copies 0 The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account Number , (enclose an extra copy ofth1s fonn). 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

0 a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 0 b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2). 

The Director of the USPTO is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. 
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than tbe apphcant; a reg1stered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

Authorized Signature ____________________ _ 

Typed or printed name-------------------- Registration No.-------------

This collection of infonnation is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The infonnation is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentialil)' is ~:overned by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparmg, and 
submitting the completed application fonn to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you reguire to complete 
this fonn and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infonnation Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, 1'.0. 
Box 1450, Alexandna, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infonnation unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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UNITED STATES pATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

10/104,541 03/22/2002 

27305 7590 05/20/2005 

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 
THE PINEHURST OFFICE CENTER, SUITE #101 
39400 WOODWARD A VENUE 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304-5151 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Michael D. Schulze 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

60,419-006 6138 

EXAMINER 

ALAUBAIDI, HA YTHIM J 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

2161 

DATE MAILED: 05/20/2005 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C.154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 549 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 549 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571) 272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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Application No. 

10/104,541 
Notice of Allowability Examiner 

Haythim J. Alaubaidi 

Applicant(s) 

SCHULZE ET AL. 
Art Unit 

2161 

•• The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-­
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. [gl This communication is responsive to the Amendment of December 30. 2004. 

2. [gl The allowed claim(s) is/are 44-50.55-68 and 70-103. 

3. [gl The drawings filed on 22 March 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) 0 All b) 0 Some* c) 0 None of the: 

1. 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. -. _ . 

3. 0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

· International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: __ . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. 0 A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PT0-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. D CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) 0 including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PT0-948) attached 

1) 0 hereto or 2) 0 to Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

(b) 0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment I Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings In the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such In the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. 0 DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Attachment(s) 
1. 121 Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 

2. 0 Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948) · 

3.1211nformation Disclosure Statements (PT0-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 
Paper No./Mail Date 1/24/05 

4. 0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 

U.S. Patent and Trademar1< Office 

5. 0 Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0-.152) 

6. 0 Interview Summary (PT0-413), 
Paper No./MaiiDate __ . 

7. 0 Examiner's AmendmenVComment 

8. 121 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

. 9. 0 Other __ . 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) Notice of Allowablllty Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050422 
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" Application/Control Number: 10/104,541 Page2 

Art OP.it: 2161 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to the Amendment of December 30, 2004. 

2. Claims 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 following the above amendment we~e presented 

for examination. 

3. The Independent Claims are 44, 71 and 93. 

4. The Examiner acknowledges the cancellation of Claims 1-43, 51-54 and 69. 

5. Claims 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Priority 

6. Applicant claim priority for a provisional patent application filed on April 13, 1999 

was granted. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

8. The following is the Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of 

allowable subject matter: 

Regarding Independent Claims 44, 71 and 93, Applicant's particular method for 

storing and retrieving electronically-stored financial document on one storage system 

remotely-located from a second storage system is the combination of the limitations of 

comparing the specific document parameter of the requested financial document to the 

predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter is greater 

than, less than or equal to the predetermined parameter after the request has been 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/104,541 

Art Unit: 2161 

Page 3 

inputted; with the limitation of automatically accessing the first storage system through 

the processing unite when the specific document parameter is greater than the 

predetermined parameter and automatically accessing the second storage system 

through the processing unite when the specific document parameter is less than or 

equal to the predetermined parameter in combination with the other limitations of the 

claims, was not disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, nor would have been 

fairly suggested by the prior art of record or that encountered in searching of the prior 

art. 

The dependent Claims 45-50, 55-68 and 70 being further limiting to independent 

Claim 44; dependent Claims 72-92 being further limiting to independent Claim 71; and 

dependent Claims 94-103 being further limiting to independent Claim 93 definite and 

enabled by the Specification are also allowed. 

Other Prior Art Made of Record 

9. Doran et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6212303) discloses a method and module system 

for high speed processing of item images; 

Josephson (U.S. Patent No. 5783808) discloses an electronic check presentment 

system having transaction level reconciliation capability; 

Cornelia et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6065026) discloses a multi-user electronic 

document authoring system with prompted updating of shared language; and 

Chowet al. (U.S. Patent No. 6029175) discloses an automatic retrieval of 

changed files by a network software agent. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/104,541 

Art Unit: 2161 

Conclusion 

Page4 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

Applicant's disclosure. 

Points of Contact 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Haythim J. Alaubaidi whose telephone number is (571) 

272-4014. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 8:00 AM to 

4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (.571) 272-4023. 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to: 

The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or telefax at 

our fax number (703) 872-9306. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window of the 

Randolph Building at 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Jfaytliim J. }lfau6aidi 

Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
Art Unite 2161 
April 25, 2005 

~abf 
?;;;~COBV 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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PTO SB 08A (Oll-03) (modified) 
Appron:d for use through 07:JJ.2006 0:\.18 06S 1.0031 

l'.S. Patent 1111d Tr.~demark Office: l!.S. DEPARTh'JE:-o:T OF COMMERCE 

~---- __ . Complete if Know!}_ _____ _ 
Application Number _!Q/1 O~b541 ___ --t 

___________ ___March 22, 2002 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) Examiner Name 

Attorney Docket 
Number 

__ .. J>~h!J!Z~~J C!L_ _ 
_g_1;_;;6_1 __ --------1 
Alaubaidi, H.J. 

Sheet 1 60,419-006 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
U.S. Patent Document Publication Date Name ofPaie"ntee or- - Pages, Columns. 

Examiner I Cite MM-DD·YYYY Applicant of Cited Lines. Where Relevant 
Initials' No.1 Number-Kind Code2 Document Passages or Relevant 

(If known) Figures Appear 

HI US- 5,910,988 06/08/1999 Ballard 
HI US- 6,032,137 02/29/2000 Ballard 

US-
US-
US-
US-
US- I 
US-
US-
US-
US-
US-
US- I 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
Examiner Cite Foreign Patent Document Publication Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, 
Initials' , No. 1 

Country Code1 Number' Kind Code5 Date : Applicant of Cited Lines, Where 
(if known) MM-DD-YYYY Document Relevant 

Passages or 
Relevant Figures 

Appear 

'. ~- -· 
-----~---

i 

I Examiner '1L~~ · I Date 
• Signature tyruj; Considered 't-2?-05 
'EXAMINER: Initial if rererence considered, whether or not citation Is In conronnance with MPEP 609. Draw nne through 

citation it not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant ' Applicanl's 
unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.gov or MPEP 
901.04. 3Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code {WIPO Standard ST.3). • For Japanese patent 
documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 5 

Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard Sl. 16 if possible. e 
Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. This collection of Information is required by 
37 CFR 1.98. The lnfonnation Is required to obtain or retain a benelil by the pubfic which Is to me (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFT 1.14. This coUection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Tlme will vary 
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or 
suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS .. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 80.111450, Alexandria, VA 22313·1450. 

Te 
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Application/Control No. Applicant(sYPatent Under 

10/104,541 
Reexamination 
SCHULZE ET AL. 

Notice of References Cited 
Examiner Art Unit 

Haythim J. Alaubaidi 2161 
Page 1 of 1 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* 
Document Number Date 

Name Classification Country Code-Number-Kind Code MM-YYYY 

A US-5,187,750 02-1993 Behera, Bailochan 382/140 

B US-6, 115,509 09-2000 Yeskel, Filip Jay 382/309 

c US-6,029, 175 02-2000 Chowet al. 707/104.1 

D US-6, 065,026 05-2000 Cornelia et al. 715/531 

E US-6,212,303 04-2001 Doran et al. 358/426.16 

F US-5, 783,808 07-1998 Josephson, Stanley M. 235/379 

G US-
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I US-
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K US-
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M US-

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Document Number Date 
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T 

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages) 
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X 

. A copy of lhts reference ts not being fumtshed wtlh thts Office actton. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).) 
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign. 

U.S. Patent ard Trademark Office 

PT0-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20050422 
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UNITED STATEs PATENT AND ThADEMARK OmcE 
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Bib Data Sheei 

FILING DATE 
SERIAL NUMBER 03/22/2002 CLASS 
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RULE 
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~PPLICANTS 
Michael D. Schulze, Troy, Ml; 
Richard J. Gagnon, Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml; 
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Case Docket No.: 60.419-006 Date: January 18, 2005 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Michael D. Schulze et al. 

Serial No.: 10/104,541 

Group Art Unit: 2161 

Examiner: Alaubaidi, H.J. 

Filed: March 22, 2002 

For: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 AND 1.98 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 and in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56, 

Applicant hereby makes of record the patents, publication, or other information listed on 

the attached Form PT0-1449 or PTO/SB/08A. Applicant respectfully requests that the 

Office consider the patents, publications, or other information and make these of record 

in the subject application. 

Copies of the patents and publications are enclosed herewith. None of the 

patents, publications, or other information being provided discloses the inventive 

concepts claimed in the subject application. 

Each patent, publication, or other information contained in the Information 

Disclosure Statement was NOT cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in 

Page 38



a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the 

certification after making reasonable inquiry, each patent, publication, or other 

information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was NOT known to any 

individual designated in § 1.56 (c) more than three (3) months prior to the filing of the 

statement. Accordingly, it is believed that no fee is due. 

In addition to the above, the Commissioner is authorized to charge Howard & 

Howard Attorneys, P.C. Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or credit 

any overpayment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

"die, Registration No.: 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center 
39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151 
(248) 723-0334 
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(use as many sheets as necessary) 

Sheet 1 of 1 

Examiner Name 

Attorney Docket 
Number 

Alaubaidi, H.J. 

60,419-006 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
U.S. Patent Document T Publication Date Name ofPaienteeor~ Pages, Columns, 

Examinl!lr I Cite MM-DD-YYYY I Applicant of Cited Lines, Where Relevant 
Initials No. 1 Number-Kind Code2 Document Passages or Relevant 

(if known) Figures Appear 

US- 5,910,988 I 06/08/1999 Ballard 
US- 6,032,137 02/29/2000 Ballard 
US-
US-
US-
US-
US- I 
US-
US-
US-
US-
US-
US- I 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
Examinl!lr Cite Foreign Patent Document Publication Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, 

Initials , No. 1 
Country Code3 Number4 Kind Code5 Date Applicant of Cited Lines, Where 

(if known) MM-DD-YYYY Document Relevant 
Passages or 

Relevant Figures 
Appear 

I i 

I Examiner I Date I 
~1gnature Considere~ 

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's 
unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 
901.04. 3Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent 
documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 

Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard St. 16 if possible. 6 

Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. This collection of information is required by 
37 CFR 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFT 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary 
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or 
suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILL~G 

and for PT0/08/A are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, 

postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner For Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on January 18. 2005. 

Sandra L. Barry 
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Attorney Docket No. 60,419-006 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

re application of: Michael D. Schulze et al. 

Serial No.: 10/104,541 Group Art Unit: 2161 

Filing Date: March 22, 2002 Examiner: Alaubaidi, H.J. 

For: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document 

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant hereby requests reconsideration of the Official Action mailed on 

11/26/2004. In particular, there are a number oflimitations in independent claims 44, 71, 

and 93 that are not addressed by the Official Action. As such, the rejections of these claims 

is improper and the Official Action should be withdrawn. 

In the Official Action, all ofthe independent claims, namely claims 31, 44, 71, and 

93, stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as being anticipated by Behera (U.S. Patent No. 

5,187,750). The Examiner specifically recites the rejections in paragraphs a-m. 

Paragraphs a-m track independent claim 31. Independent claim 44, 71, and 93, however, 

include alternative and additional limitations not found in independent claim 31. The 

alternative and additional limitations are not addressed at any point in the Official Action. 

Each of the limitations of claims 31, 44, 71, and 93 are different from each other 

and the Examiner is requested to review each independent claim independently from each 

other. Further, independent claims 44, 71, and 93 include at least the following limitations 

Howard & Howard Docket: 60,419-006 
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not found in claim 31 : 

• comparing the specific document parameter of the requested 

financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if 

the specific document parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to· 

the predetermined parameter after the request has been inputted (see 

claim 44). 

• comparing the specific document age of the requested financial 

document to the predetermined age to determine if the specific 

document age is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined 

age after the request has been inputted (see claims 71 and 93). 

• providing an outsourcing institution associated with the off-site 

storage system and a requestor (see claim 93). 

• associating the financial institution with the on-site storage system 

wherein the outsourcing institution, requestor, and financial 

institution are different from each other (see claim 93). 

In accordance with 3 7 CFR 1.1 04, an Official Action is to be complete as to all 

matters. The Official Action of 11/26/2004 is not complete and therefore should be 

withdrawn. Regarding the Behera reference, this patent fails to disclose, teach, or suggest 

a number of the claimed features of independent claims 44, 71, and 93. To expedite the 

allowance of the subject application, claims 31-41 are being cancelled in a Fourth 

Preliminary Amendment filed concurrently herewith. 

It is respectfully submitted that the subject application is in condition for allowance. 

Although no fees are believed due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees 

or credits to Deposit Account No. 08-2789. 

2 
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Date: December 30, 2004 

Howard & Howard Docket: 60,419-006 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samu . Haidle 
Registration No. 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center 

Attorney Docket No. 60,419-006 

39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151 
(248) 645-1483 
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Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-006 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Michael D. Schulze, et al. 

Serial No.: 101104,541 Group Art Unit: 2161 

Filed: March 22, 2002 Examin.er: Alaubaidi, H. J. 

Title: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document 

FOURTHPRELrnnNARYAMENDMffiNT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Please amend the subject application as follows and consider the accompanying 

remarks. 

Howard and Howard Docket No.: 60.419-006 
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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application. 

1. - 22. (Cancelled) 

23.- 30. (Cancelled) 

31.- 41. (Cancelled) 

42. - 43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Previously Presented) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial 

document from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage system 

wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial 

documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include at least one 

specific document parameter, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first storage 

system when the specific document parameter of the financial document is greater than a 

predetermined parameter; 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second 

storage system when the specific document parameter of the financial document is less 

than or equal to the predetermined parameter; 

utilizing a computer terminal connected to the first and second storage systems 

through a processing unit; 

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

inputting the request into the computer terminal; 

comparing the specific document parameter of the requested financial document to 

the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter is greater 

than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter after the request has been inputted; 

automatically accessing the first storage system through the processing unit when 

the specific document parameter is greater than the predetermined parameter and 

automatically accessing the second storage system through the processing unit when the 

specific document parameter is less than or equal to the predetermined parameter; and 

retrieving the requested financial document, as defined by the inputted request, in 

the first fixed medium when the specific document parameter is greater than the 
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predetermined parameter and in the second fixed medium when a specific document 

parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined parameter. 

45. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and 

second fixed mediums are different from each other. 

46. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of financial documents on a physical media. 

4 7. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as · 

storing a plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm and microfiche. 

48. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

49. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents on an electronic disc media. 

50. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in an electronically retrievable 

memory. 

51. -54. (Cancelled) 

55. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 
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56. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 55 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm or microfiche. 

57. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and 

second fixed mediums are the same. 

58. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 57 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a first fixed electronic 

medium, and wherein the step of storing a plurality of financial documents in a second 

fixed medium is further defined as electronically storing the plurality of financial 

documents in a second fixed electronic medium. 

59. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence. 

60. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific document age. 

61. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 60 wherein the specific 

document age of the financial document is a record date of the financial document and the 

predetermined parameter is a pre-selected date. 

62. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific account number. 

63. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific check number. 

64. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific payment date. 
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65. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific monetary amount. 

66. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including the 

step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial 

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system. 

67. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 66 further including the 

step of distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on 

routing codes. 

68. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the step of 

automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing 

only one of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document. 

69. (Cancelled). 

70. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including an 

outsourcing institution associated with the second storage system. 

71. (Previously Presented) A method for a financial institution to obtain a stored 

financial document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site 

storage system wherein the financial document includes at least one specific document 

parameter with the specific document parameter being defined as a specific document age, 

said method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining the financial document in the off-site storage system when the specific 

document age of the financial document is greater than a predetermined age; 

maintaining the financial document in the on-site storage system when the specific 

document age of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined age; 

utilizing a computer terminal associated with the financial institution and 

connected to the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit; 

receiving a request for the financial document; 
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inputting the request into the computer terminal; 

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the 

predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or 

equal to the predetermined age after the request has been inputted; 

automatically accessing the off-site storage system through the processing unit 

when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically 

accessing the on-site storage system through the processing unit when the specific 

document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and 

automatically retrieving the requested financial document from the accessed 

storage system as defined by the inputted request. 

72. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the 

step of processing the request to locate the requested financial document. 

73. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 72 further including the 

step of reproducing the requested financial document after the request has been processed 

and retrieved. 

74. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 73 wherein the steps of 

processing the request, retrieving the requested financial document, and reproducing the 

requested financial document are controlled by an interlinked computer program. 

75. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the 

step of feeding the request from the computer terminal into the processing unit. 

76. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the 

step of downloading the request from the processing unit into a downloading terminal. 

77. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 76 further including the 

step of transmitting the request from the downloading terminal to a document terminal. 

78. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 77 further including the 

step of reproducing the requested financial document through the document terminal. 
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79. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 78 further including the 

step of distributing the reproduced financial document to the financial institution based on 

routing codes. 

80. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the 

step of categorizing the request. 

81. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 7 5 further including the 

step of determining a sequence number of the requested financial document after the 

request has been inputted. 

82. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 81 further including the 

step of determining an image reference number of the requested financial document. 

83. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein the step of 

retrieving the requested financial document is further defined by electronically locating the 

requested financial document in the off-site storage system. 

84. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein the step of 

automatically accessing the off-site and on-site storage systems is further defined as 

accessing only one of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial 

document. 

85. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the 

step of inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer 

terminal through a primary interface inter-linked with the on-site storage system when the 

specific document age of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined 

age. 

86. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 85 further including the 

step of inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer 

terminal by selecting an exit function at the primary interface when the specific document 
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age of the financial document is greater than the predetermined age. 

87. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 86 wherein the step of 

selecting the exit function is further defined by initiating a secondary interface inter-linked 

with the off-site storage system and inputting identification data into the secondary 

interface. 

88. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 87 wherein the step of 

retrieving the requested financial document is further defined as retrieving the requested 

financial document as defined by the inputted identification data. 

89. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the 

step of storing the financial document in a fixed medium at one of the off-site and on-site 

storage systems based on the specific document age of the financial document. 

90. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of 

storing the financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically 

storing the financial document in a fixed electronic medium. 

91. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of 

storing the financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as storing the financial 

document on microfilm. 

92. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of 

storing the financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as storing the financial 

document on microfiche. 

93. (Previously Presented) A method for a financial institution to obtain a stored 

financial document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site 

storage system wherein the financial document includes at least one specific document 

parameter with the specific document parameter being defined as a specific document age, 

said method comprising the steps of: 

. providing an outsourcing institution associated with the off-site storage system and 
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a requestor; 

associating the financial institution with the on-site storage system wherein the 

outsourcing institution, requestor, and financial institution are different from each other; 

maintaining the financial document with the outsourcing institution in the off-site 

storage system when the specific document age of the financial document is greater than a 

predetermined age; 

maintaining the financial document with the financial institution in the on-site 

storage system when the specific document age of the financial document is less than or 

equal to the predetermined age; 

utilizing a computer terminal located at the financial institution and connected to 

the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit; 

receiving a request from the requestor for the financial document at the financial 

institution; 

inputting the request into the computer terminal at the financial institution after the 

request is received; 

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the 

predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or 

equal to the predetermined age after the request has been inputted; 

automatically accessing the off-site storage system through the processing unit 

when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically 

accessing the on-site storage system through the processing unit when the specific 

document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and 

automatically retrieving the requested financial document from the accessed 

storage system as defined by the inputted request. 

94. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 93 further including the 

step of processing the request to locate the requested financial document. 

95. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 94 further including the 

step of reproducing the requested financial document after the request has been processed 

and retrieved. 

96. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 95 wherein the steps of 
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processing the request, retrieving the requested financial document, and reproducing the 

requested financial document are controlled by a single computer program. 

97. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 93 wherein the step of 

automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing 

only one of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document. 

98. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 93 wherein the steps of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in the first and second storage systems are 

further defined as storing the financial documents in a fixed medium at one of the first and 

second storage systems based on the specific document age of the financial document. 

99. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

100. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing 

a plurality of financial documents on microfilm. 

101. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing 

a plurality of financial documents on microfiche. 

102. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 93 further including the 

step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial 

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system. 

1 03. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 02 further including 

the step of distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based 

on routing codes. 
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Remarks 

After entry of the subject Preliminary Amendment, claims 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 

will be pending in the Application. Claims 44, 71, and 93 are in independent form. Claims 

31-41 are currently being cancelled to expedite the allowance of the subject application. 

Claims 1-22, 23-30,42-43, 51-54, and 69 were previously cancelled. 

It is respectfully submitted that the Application, as amended, is presented in 

condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. The Commissioner is 

authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any fees or credit the account for 

any overpayment. 

Dated: December 30, 2004 

Howard & Howard Docket No.: 60,419-006 

Respectfully submitted, 

HOWARD A HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 

Samuel J. Hai 1 , Registration No. 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center 
39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151 
Phone: (248) 645-1483 
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SS. RTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 

I hereby certify that the enclosed Fourth Preliminary Amendment, Interview 

Summary and Request for Reconsideration are being deposited with the United States 

Postal Service as Express Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope as "Express Mail Post 

Office to Addressee", Mailing Label No. EV 612875665 US and addressed to 

Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on 

December 30, 2004. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
{ 

In r~'application of: Michael D. Schulze et al. 

Serial No.: 10/104,541 Group Art Unit: 2161 

Filing Date: March 22, 2002 Examiner: Alaubaidi, H.J. 

For: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

On December 17, 2004, Applicant' s Representative, Sam Haidle, conducted a 

personal interview with Examiner Haythim Alaubaidi. The purpose of the interview was 

to discuss the Official Action of 11126/2004. 

During the course of the interview, all of the independent claims were discussed, 

which included claims 31, 44, 71, and 93. U.S. Patent No. 5,187,750 to Behera was also 

discussed. In addition, the rejections of each of the independent claims was reviewed in 

light of the particular claim limitations and the Behera reference. 

The principal arguments presented to the Examiner were that the rejections did not 

address all of the limitations as set forth in each of the independent claims and that the 

Behera reference does not disclose all of the limitations set forth in these claims. The 

Examiner conceded that at least one of the limitations in independent claims 44, 71, and 93 

were not addressed in the Official Action. The Examiner suggested that Applicant prepare 

and file a Request for Reconsideration of the Official Action to allow the Examiner an 

opportunity to re-issue and/or clarify the Official Action. A Request for Reconsideration 

is being filed concurrently herewith. 
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The Examiner also conceded that at least one limitation in each of the independent 

claims 44, 71, and 93 were not found in the Behera reference. Specifically, the Examiner 

conceded that the "comparing" and "automatically accessing" steps in these claims are 

not anticipated by Behera. Further, the Examiner conceded that numerous additional 

limitations in claim 93 are not anticipated by Behera. 

As also discussed with the Examiner, Applicant is canceling claims 31-41 to 

expedite the allowance of the subject application. A Fouth Preliminary Amendment is 

being f'lled concurrently herewith canceling these claims. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the subject Interview Summary, accompanied 

Request for Reconsideration, and accompanied Fourth Preliminary Amendment be entered 

and considered. In light of these clarifications, it is respectfully submitted that the 

Application is presented in condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully 

solicited. Although no fees are believed due, the Commissioner is authorized to charge 

our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any fees or credit the account for any overpayment. 

Date: December 30, 2004 

Howard & Howard Docket No.: 60,419.()()6 

Respectfully submitted, 

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 

Samuel Haidle 
Registration No. 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center 
1400 North Woodward Ave., Suite 101 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 -5151 
(248) 645-1483 
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Application No. 

10/104,541 

Office Action Summary 

Appllcant(s) 

SCHULZE ET AL. 

Art Unit 

Haythim J. Alaubaidi 2161 

- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE~ MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1. 704(b). 

Status 

1 )1:8:1 Responsive to communication{s) filed on 22 March 2002. 

2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)[8J This action is non-final. 

3)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)1:8:1 Claim{s) 31-41.44-50.55-68 and 70-103 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5)0 Claim{s) __ ·_is/are allowed. 

6}1:8:1 Claim{s) 31-41.44-50.55-68.70-85 and 89-103 is/are rejected. 

7)1:8:1 Claim(s) 86-88 is/are objected to. 

8)0 Claim{s) __ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)1:8:1 The drawing{s) filed on 22 March 2002 is/are: a)[8J accepted or b)O objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

11 )0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PT0-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S. C.§ 119{a)-(d) or (f). 

a)O All b)O Some* c)O None of: • 

1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

Attachment(s) 

1) [8J Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 

2) 0 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948) 

3) [8J Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 3 and 11-1. 

4) 0 Interview Summary (PT0-413) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. __ . 

5) 0 Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0-152) 
6) 0 Other: __ . 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 9 
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-· • Application/Control Number: 10/104,541 

Art Unit: 2161 

DETAILED ACTION 

• Page 2 

1. This communication is a first Non-Final office action in response to Application 

No. 10/104,541 filed on March 22, 2002 .. 

2. Claims 31-41, 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 following the preliminary amendment of 

June 9, 2004. 

3. Independent Claims are 31, 44, 71 and 93. 

4. Claims 31-36, 39-40, 44-46, 48-50, 55, 57-66, 68, 70-78, 80-85, 89-90, 93-99 

and 102, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b). 

5: Claims 37-38, 41, 47, 56, 67, 79, 91-92, 100-101 and 103, are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 86-88, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim. 

Priority 

7. Applicant claim priority for a provisional patent application filed on April 13, 1999 

was granted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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9. Claims 31-36, 39-40, 44-46, 48-50, 55, 57-66, 68, 70-78, 80-85, 89-90, 93-99. 

and 102, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bailochan Behera 

(U.S. Patent No. 5,187,750 and Behera hereinafter). 

Regarding Claims 31, 44-46, 59-65, 71-72, 76, 85 and 93, Behera, discloses: 

a- obtaining an electronically-stored financial document from a first 

storage system geographically located at a first location (Figure No. 1, Element 

No's. 10, 20, 30 and 30d {short-term storage} and corresponding text; see also 

Col4, Lines 17-23; see also Col 7, Lines 54-55); 

b- which is remotely-located from a second storage system 

geographically located at a second location (Figure No. 1, Element No's. 50a, i.e. 

Library Archival Storage and 50j, i.e. Optical Disk Jukebox; see also Col 4,Lines 

25-68, i.e. long-term; see also Col 7, Lines 50-55)1
; 

c- wherein the first and second storage systems each include a 

plurality of financial documents stored therein {Abstract; see also Col 2, Lines 35-

43; see also Col 2, Lines 48-55); 

d- wherein each of the financial documents include at least one 

specific document parameter defined as a numeric sequence (Col 2, Lines 35-

38, i.e. 30-day supply; see also Col 5, Lines 1-13, i.e. certain account number on 

1 Please note that the plurality of the storages showing in Figure No. 1, such as, Element No. 20, 30d, 
50a and 50j are in fact geographically located apart of each other since they are showing to be separate 
storages, which reads on the limitations of Claim No. 1. in regard to the geographical locations of the 
databases. 
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certain days of the month; see also Col 6, Lines 42-49, i.e. monthly statements; 

see also reference information; see also Col 3, Lines 52-60; see also Col 14, 

Lines 43-68, i.e. Date (of capture of document into the system); Account Number; 

Check Number; Amount of Check. (The capture date is placed on the original 

document via magnetic ink encoding); 

e- storing a plurality of financial documents in the first storage system 

at the first geographical location (Figure No. 1, Element No's. 10, 20, 30 and 30d 

{short-term storage} an_d corresponding text; see also Col4, Lines 17-23; see 

also Col 7, Lines 54-55) when the particular numeric sequence of the financial 

document is associated with a first geographical area (Col7, Lines 1-9), i.e .. 

from the archival optical jukeboxes to a magnetic media 
which holds data covering a period of 30 days only (to cover 
the 22-day-banking-cycle monthly period). The actual check 
images are related to an index file. · 

(see also Col 6, Lines 46-49)2 

f- storing a plurality of financial documents in the second storage 

system at the second geographical location (Figure No. 1, Element No's. 50a, i.e. 

Library Archival Storage and 50j, i.e. Optical Disk Jukebox; see also Col 4,Lines 

2 Please note that the Examiner is interpreting the (30 days and/or the image reference {Col 6, Lines 46-
49} that was indexed) to be the numeric sequence of the claimed limitation according to the Specification 
of the current Applications (see Page No.2, Line 19J i.e. particular period; see also Page 4 of the 
preliminary amendment filed on June 9, 2004 the 3 line of the 3rd paragraph, i.e. record date). The 
Behera reference is storing certain check image files (with certain references) in the short-term 
databases, i.e. Figure No. 1, Element No. 20 and 30d which the Examiner is interpreting to be the first 
storage system located at location other then the second storage system, which is located at a different 
location). 

Page 64



• Application/Control Number: 1 0/104,541 

Art Unit: 2161 

• PageS 

25-68, i.e. long-term; see also Col 7, Lines 50-55) when the particular numeric 

sequence of the financial document is associated with a second geographical 

area (Col 7, Lines 1-9), i.e. 

from the archival optical jukeboxes to a magnetic media 
which holds data covering a period of 30 days only (to cover 
the 22-day-banking-cycle monthly ~eriod). The actual check 
images are related to an index file. 

(see also Col 5, Lines 1-8; see also Col 4, Lines 63-67); 

g- utilizing a computer terminal connected to the first and second 

storage systems (Figure No. 1, Element No. 12 and 22 and corresponding text) 

through a processing unite (Figure No. 1, Element No. 6 and corresponding text); 

h- receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial 

documents (Figure No. 1 C, Element No. 12; see also Col 4, Lines 24-25, i.e. 

workstation 12 to access; see also Col 4, Lines 4 7-48, i.e. retrieve archive data 

for viewing); 

i- inputting the request into the computer terminal (Col 4, Lines 46-49, 

i.e. may call up and retrieve); 

3 The same interpretation as above is being used for the long·term databases (second storage location) 
where check image files with different indexes and different amount of days (more then 30 days) are 
being stored at the second storage location (long·term storage, i.e. Figure No. 1, Element No. 50a and 
50j). 
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j- determining the particular numerical sequence of the requested 

financial document to determine the storage system (Col 5, Lines 1-8) i.e. 

The host processor 6 can be programmed to select certain 
account numbers on certain days of the month and to cause 
the monthly account data to be retrieved from the optical 
disk jukebox; 

k- automatically accessing the first storage system at the first 

geographical location through the processing unite when the determined 

numerical sequence of the requested financial document is associated with the 

first geographical area (this limitation is a combination of limitation (e and j 

above) except for the "accessing" part, which Behera also discloses the 

accessing feature of the first storage (Figure No. 1, Element No. 12 and 

corresponding text; see also Col 4, Lines 24-25, i.e. A system operator can use a 

workstation such as workstation 12 to access data from the SRM 1 0; see also 

Col ?,Lines 46-47); 

1- automatically accessing the second storage system at the second 

geographical location through the processing unite when the determined 

numerical sequence of the requested financial document is associated with the 

second geographical area (this limitation is a combination of limitation (f and j 

above) except for the "accessing" part which Behera also discloses the 

accessing feature of the second storage (Col 5, Lines 1-8) i.e. "select"; see also 
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m- retrieving the financial document (Col 5, Lines 1-8) i.e. "data to be 

retrieved". 

Regarding Claims 32 and 33, Behera, discloses wherein the first and second 

geographical locations are different from each other (Figure No. 1, Element No. 20, 30d, 

50a and 50j, see footnote No. 1, above). 

Regarding Claims 34 and 81, Behera, discloses wherein the particular numerical 

sequence is series numbers (Col 2, Lines 35-38, i.e. 30-day supply; see also Col 5, 

Lines 1-13, i.e. certain account number on certain days of the month; see also Col 6, 

Lines 42-49, i.e. monthly statements; see also reference information; see also Col 3, 

Lines 52-60; see also Col 14, Lines 43-68, i.e. Date (of capture of document into the 

system); Account Number; Check Number; Amount of Check. (The capture date is 

placed on the original document via magnetic ink encoding). 

Regarding Claims 35, 68, 84 and 97, Behera, discloses accessing only one of 

the storage systems at any one time (Figure No. 1, Element No. 12 and corresponding 

text; see also Col 4, Lines 24-25, i.e. A system operator can use a workstation such as 

workstation 12 to access data from the SRM 10; see also Col ?,Lines 46-47) and (Col 5, 
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Element No. 22 and corresponding text; see also Col 4, Lines 43-48, i.e. workstation 

Regarding Claims 36, 39, 48-50, 55, 57-58, 90 and 99, Behera, Discloses storing 

the financial document in a fixed medium at one of the first and second storage systems 

(Figure No. 1, Element No's. 50a, i.e. Library Archival Storage and 50j, i.e. Optical Disk 

Jukebox) based on the particular numerical sequence (Col 2, Lines 35-38, i.e. 30-day 

supply; see also Col 5, Lines 1-13, i.e. certain account number on certain days of the 

month; see also Col 6, Lines 42-49, i.e. monthly statements; see also reference 

information; see also Col 3, Lines 52-60; see also Col 14, Lines 43-68, i.e. Date (of 

capture of document into the system); Account Number; Check Number; Amount of 

Check. (The capture date is placed on the original document via magnetic ink 

encoding). 

Regarding Claims 40, 66, 73, 78, 95 and 102, Be hera discloses reproducing the 

financial document after retrieval (Col12, Lines 41-48). 

Regarding Claim 70, Behera, discloses outsourcing institution associated with 

the second storage system (Figure No. 1, Element No. 2, 3, 4A and 48 and 

corresponding text; see also Figure No. 1 B, Element No. 42, print subsystem)5 

·
4 Please note that workstation 12 of Figure No. 1, or workstation 22 of the same figure, is accessing an 
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Regarding Claims 74 and 96, Behera, discloses an interlinked computer program 

(Figure No. 1, Element No. 6 and corresponding text). 

Regarding Claim 75, Behera, discloses feeding the request from the computer 

terminal into the processing unite (Figure No. 1, i.e. see the line from Element No. 12 to 

Element No. 10 and corresponding text). 

Regarding Claim 77, Behera, discloses transmitting the request from the 

download terminal to a document terminal (Col 4, Lines 28-30; see also Col 4, Lines 52-

56). 

Regarding Claim 80, Behera, discloses categorizing the requests (Abstract, i.e. 

The system retrieves and accumulates monthly groups of digital image data; see also 

Col 9, Lines 19-21, i.e. group of 18,000). 

Regarding Claim 82, Behera, discloses image reference number of the request 

financial document (Col 6, Lines 47-49). 

image of a check or a record or a financial document at one of the databases connected to them is 
reading on the limitations of the claim according to the Behera reference (Col 4, Lines 24-25). 
5 Please note that the Examiner is interpreting the "outsource" to be similar to the printing environment 
part with all its capabilities to be the same as Behera's reference based on the Application specification in 
Page 12, Lines 3-7. 
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Regarding Claims 83 and 94, Behera, discloses locating the requested financial 

document (Col 16, Lines 23-28). 

Regarding Claims 89 and 98, Nehera, discloses storing the financial document 

based on the specific document age (Col 2, Lines 35-37; see also Col 7, Lines 1-5). 

Claim Rejections- 35 USC§ 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a} A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 37-38,47,56,91-92 and 100-101, are rejected under35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Bailochan Behera (U.S. Patent No. 5,187,750 and Behera 

hereinafter) and Applicant's own admitted prior art (Page 1, Background of the 

Invention, section 2, Description of the prior art). 

Regarding Claims 37-38,47,56,91-92 and 100-101, Behera discloses all of the 

claimed subject matter set forth above, except the reference does not explicitly indicate 

the storing of financial documents on a microfilm or on a microfiche. However, the 

Applicant admits that storing financial documents on microfilms and microfiche are well 
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known in the art (the current Application Page 1, Background of the Invention, section 2, 

Description of the prior art). 

Given the fact that the feature of storing documents on microfilms and/or · 

microfiches are well known in the art, it would have been obvious to a person of 

ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to modify the teachings of 

Behera by adding this feature limitation due to the known reliability of microfilms and 

microfiches and for there known capabilities of maintaining data for long periods of 

times. 

12. Claims 41, 67, 79 and 103, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Bailochan Behera (U.S. Patent No.5, 187,750 and Behera 

hereinafter). 

Regarding Claims 41, 67, 79 and 103, Be hera discloses all of the claimed subject 

matter set forth above, except the reference does not explicitly indicate the step of 

distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on routing 

codes. However the Examiner takes Official Notice that the use of routing numbers is a 

well known feature in the art as they are the most wildly used method for uniquely 

identifying banks. 

Given the intended broad application of Behera's reference, it would have been 

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to 
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modify the teachings of Behera by using the well know bank identification for distribution 

of the bank statements in order to increase profits by maximizing the systems flexibility 

by the use of an already established unique ID and to better integrate the current 

system with other ones. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claims 86-88, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 

but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 

the base claim and any intervening claims. 

14. The following is the Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of 

allowable subject matter: 

Regarding Claim 86, Applicant's particular system and associated methods in an 

environment for a financial institution to obtain a financial document from an off-site 

storage system is the step of inputting identification data of the requested financial 

document into the computer terminal by selecting an exit function at the primary 

interface when the specific document age of the financial document is greater than the 

predetermined age in combination with the other limitations of the claims, was not 

disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, nor would have been fairly suggested 

by the prior art of record or that encountered in searching of the prior art. 
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The dependent Claims 87-88, being further limiting to dependent Claim 86, 

definite and enabled by the Specification would also be allowed if its respective 

dependent Claim 86 was rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 

the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Other Prior Art Made of Record 

15. Yeskel (U.S. Patent No. 6115509) discloses a high volume document image 

archive system and method. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

Applicant's disclosure.· 

Points of Contact 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Haythim J. Alaubaidi whose telephone number is (571) 

272-4014. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 8:00AM to 

4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (571) 272-4023. 
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The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or telefax at 

our fax number (703) 872-9306. 

Hand-delivered response should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 6th 

Floor Receptionist, Arlington, Virginia. 22202. 

:JtaylJUm 'J. atau6aidi 

Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
Art Unite 2161 
November 23, 2004 

4r---
SAFET MET JAHIC 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 
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Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 5, as follows; 

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

09/548,490, now U.S. Patent No. 6.446.072 [ ], which in turn 

claims priority to and all the advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application 

Serial No. 601129,021, which was filed on April 13, 1999. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 4, line 5, as follows; 

A method for a financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial 

documents having a specific document parameter is disclosed. The specific document 

parameter is typically a particular numerical sequence, such as a record date of the 

financial document. The method of the subject invention enables the financial institution 

to obtain the financial documents from a first or an off-site storage system. The first or 

off-site storage system is remotely-located from a second or an on-site storage system. 

In one embodiment. the [[The]] financial documents of the financial institution are 

maintained in the first or off-site storage system when the specific document parameter 

of the financial document is greater than a predetermined parameter. The financial 

documents that are less than or equal to the predetermined parameter are maintained in 

the second or on-site storage system. 

J?}.gase amend the pMagtaph uegirming at j3egg 4, liRe 15, as follgws; 

When the financial institution receives a request for a financial document, the 

financial institution compares the specific document parameter of the requested financial 

document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document 

parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. A computer 

terminal located at the financial institution is connected to both the off-site and on-site 

storage systems through a processing unit. The eemj3Hter teffB:iaal processing unit is 

utilized to automatically access one of the storage systems in response to the comparison 

of the specific document parameter to the predetermined parameter. For instance, if it is 

DocketNo.: 60,419-006 

Page 91



• • U.S.S.N. 101104,541 
3 

determined that the specific document parameter is less than or equal to the 

predetermined document parameter, then the SBIBfHiter teFJBiRal processing unit accesses 

the second or on-site storage system. On the other hand, if it is determined that the 

specific document parameter of the financial document is greater than the predetermined 

parameter, then the SBIBfH:lter teFJBiRal processing unit accesses the first or off-site 

storage system. 

~ 
Please delete the paragraph beginning at page 5, line 5, and ending at page 5, line 

12. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 5, line 13, as follows; 

FiRally, after tlie ieeRtifieatieR Elata sf After the requested financial document is 

inputted, the requested document is then retrieved in order to reproduce the financial 

document, and distribute the financial document to an end user of the financial 

institution. 

Please B:IHeRa the tJaragraph beginmRg at page 5, liHe 16, as fall6ws, 

The subject invention therefore provides a method that enables financial 

institutions to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage 

system via a seeeReary iRterfaee that is SfJeeifieally iRter linl£ee •,vitli the eff site sterage 

systBIB aRe the fiRaneial eeel:lmems eleetrenieally stereEl iR that system. As such, the 

financial institution can selectively store financial documents in either an on-site storage 

system or the off-site storage system, and the responsibility for the financial documents 

in the off-site storage system can be outsourced to a third party entity. Further. the 

documents can be stored in different fixed mediums, such as microfiche, microfilm. 

digitally. electronically. etc.. and can be stored in different geographical locations. 

Therefore, the back office production of the financial institution associated with the 

retrieval and distribution of financial documents stored in the off-site storage system is 

strategically reduced or even completely eliminated. 
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Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 6, line 20, as follows; 

Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate like or corresponding 

parts throughout the several views, a method for a financial institution to obtain an 

electronically-stored financial document is schematically shown at 10 in Figure 1. The 

method introduced in the subject invention enables the financial institution to obtain the 

financial document from a first or an off-site storage system remotely located from .!! 

second or an on-site storage system. Preferably, the on-site storage system is located at 

the financial institution and the off-site storage system is located at a remote location 

distant from the financial institution. This allows the financial institution to 'outsource' 

the responsibilities associated with obtaining the financial document. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 10, line 7, as follows; 

Referring now to Figure 1, the method for banks to obtain electronically-stored 

financial documents is discussed in detail in accordance with a general scope of the 

subiect invention. Initially, the requesting client requests a particular financial 

document, such as a paid check. The client is typically a customer of the bank or other 

financial institution. The client's request is inputted into a computer terminal 11 at the 

financial institution. The computer terminal 11 will be discussed in more detail 

hereinbelow. 

Plsass amend ths paragraph begi'flfliHg at page 1 0 Jine 13 as fgllgms; 

From the computer terminal11, the request is fed into a processing unit 12. which 

is illustrated as a mainframe computer 12 at the bank. In the preferred embodiment of 

the subject invention, if the client requests a financial document having a record date 

earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, then the request, and other 

requests like it, are processed at the bank in the on-site storage system. That is, the 

requests are grouped together and downloaded to a downloading terminal 14 at the bank. 

The downloading may occur at particular intervals such as at the end of each day, every 

three hours, etc. The sequence number of each check requested is then determined. A 

document terminal 16 subsequently creates or reproduces the document, i.e., a photocopy 
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of the check. The photocopy is then distributed to the client via facsimile, mail, or hand 

delivery. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 13, line 2, as follows; 

[[A]] In accordance with one contemplated embodiment of the invention. a bank 

employee, such as a bank teller first determines a status of the requested document. More 

specifically, the employee compares the specific document parameter of the requested 

financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document 

parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. If the 

specific document parameter is a particular numerical sequence and the predetermined 

parameter is a predetermined numerical value, then the employee compares the particular 

numerical sequence of the financial document to the predetermined numerical value to 

determine if the particular numerical sequence is greater than, less than, or equal to the 

predetermined numerical value. Further, if as in the preferred embodiment, the particular 

numerical sequence is a record date of the financial document, and the predetermined 

numerical value is a pre-selected date, then the employee compares the record date of the 

financial document to the pre-selected date to determined if the record date is later than, 

earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date. 

Please amend the Abstract as follows; 

A method for a bank to obtain an electronically-stored financial document is 

disclosed. The financial document includes a specific document parameter, such as a 

record date. The bank maintains the financial document in an off-site storage system 

when the record date is later than a pre-selected date and in an on-site storage system 

when the record date is earlier than or equal to the pre-selected date. The off-site storage 

system is remotely-located from the on-site storage system. The bank receives and 

inputs a request for the financial document from a client and compares the record date to 

the pre-selected date to determine if the record date is later than, earlier than, or equal to 

the pre-selected date. In processing the request, the bank utilizes a computer terminal~ 

connected to the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit, to access 
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I 

one of the storage systems in response to the comparison of the record date to the pre-

selected date. After accessing the appropriate storage system, the bank iHfH:lts eata iHte 

the S9HlJH:lter tefHliHal te ieeHtify the reetHesteEl HHaHeial eee\:lHieHt ana th:eH retrieves the 

requested financial document. The bank then reproduces the requested financial 

document and distributes the requested financial document to the requesting client, or 

some other end user of the bank. 
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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application. 

1. - 22. (Cancelled) 

23. - 30. (Cancelled) 

31. (Currently Amended) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored 

financial document from a first storage system geographically located at a first location, 

which is remotely-located from a second storage system geographically located at a 

second location, wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of 

financial documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include 

at least one specific document parameter with the specific document parameter being 

defined as a particular numerical sequence, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of financial documents in the first storage system at the first 

geographical location when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document 

is associated with pFeseHteel iH a first geographical area; 

storing a plurality of financial documents in the second storage system at the 

second geographical location when the particular numerical sequence of the financial 

document is associated with pFeseHtee iH a second geographical area; 

utilizing a computer terminal connected to the first and second storage systems 

through a processing unit; 

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

inputting the request into the computer terminal; 

determining the geegraphisal aFea iH whish particular numerical sequence of the 

requested financial document was pFeseHteel to determine the storage system in which the 

requested financial document is stored; 

Htili>?Jmg a pFesessiHg l:H1it assesiatee with the fiFSt aHa seseHe steFage s~rstems; 

iH]3Ht-tiHg ieemifieatieH Elata ef the Feetaestee fiHansial eeeHmeHt ime the 
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fJF869SSiHg l:lHit; 

automatically accessing the first storage system at the first geographical location 

through the processing unit when the determined numerical sequence geegFatJhieal aFea 

of the requested financial document is associated with the first geographical area, and 

automatically accessing the second storage system at the second geographical location 

through the processing unit when the determined numerical sequence geegFatJhieal aFea 

of the requested financial document is associated with the second geographical area; and 

retrieving the requested financial document.1 as defined by the inputted request. 

ieleBtifieatieH Elata from the first storage system if the requested financial document is 

located at the first geographical location and from the second storage system if the 

requested financial document is located at the second geographical location. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein [[said]] the 

first and second geographical locations are different from each other. 

33. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 32 wherein [[said]] the 

first and second geographical areas'are different from each other. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein saiel Sfleeifie 

eleel:11H~Ht paFameteF ef tA.e fmaneial eleeHlH:eHt is a the particular numerical sequence is 

further defined as a series number. 

35. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the step of 

automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing 

only one of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the steps of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in the first and second storage systems are 

further defined as storing the financial documents in-a fixed medium at one of the first 

and second storage systems based on the particular numerical sequence speeifie 
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aaeHfFleat age of the financial document. 

37. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of financial documents on microfilm. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of financial documents on microfiche. 

39. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

40. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 31 further including the 

step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial 

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system. 

41. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 40 further including the 

step of distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on 

routing codes. 

42. - 43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently Amended) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored 

financial document from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage 

system wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial 

documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include at least 

one specific document parameter, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first 
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\ 
storage system w~en [[a]] the specific document parameter of the financial document is 

greater than a predetermined parameter; 

storing a plkality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second 

storage system whe\ [[a]] the specific document parameter of the financial document is 

less than or equal to f\te predetermined parameter; 

utilizing a corhputer terminal connected to the first and second storage systems 

hr -1-. • \. t ouw a processmg urut; 

receiving a requ\t for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

inputting the request into the computer terminal; 

comparing the spe~ific document parameter of the requested financial document 

to the predetermined param\ter to determine if the specific document parameter is greater 

than, less than, or equal t\the predetermined parameter after the request has been 

inputted; 

atiliziag a IJFesessiag l:Hlit assesiatee with the first aBe seseae sterage s~'stems; 

ifltl..ttiag id...Ulieatiea ~ efthe FO'!l>ested liBaBGial de.....,OBI; . . 

automatically accessing the first storage system through the processing unit when 

the specific document parame\er is greater than the predetermined parameter and 

automatically accessing the secodd storage system through the processing unit when the 

specific document parameter is leJs than or equal to the predetermined parameter; and 

retrieving the requested finkcial document.1 as defined by the inputted request. 
\ 

ieeBtifisatieB eata in the first fixe\ medium when the specific document parameter is 

greater than the predetermined parameter and in the second fixed medium when a 

specific document parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the 

predetermined parameter. 

45. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and 

second fixed mediums are different from~ach other. · 

46. (Previously Presented) A metllod as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents \n a first fixed medium is further defined as 

\ """'"'""·' "'" """" 
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storing a plurality of financial documents on a physical media. 

4 7. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm and microfiche. 

48. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

49. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents on an electronic disc media. 

50. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in an electronically retrievable 

memory. 

51. - 54. (Cancelled) 

55. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

56. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 55 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm or microfiche. 

57. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and 
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second fixed mediums are the same. 

58. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 57 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a first fixed electronic 

medium, and wherein the step of storing a plurality of financial documents in a second 

fixed medium is further defined as electronically storing the plurality of financial 

documents in a second fixed electronic medium. 

59. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence. 

60. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific document age. 

61. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 60 wherein the specific 

document age of the financial document is a record date of the financial document and the 

predetermined parameter is a pre-selected date. 

62. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the speCific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific account number. 

63. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the fin~cial document is a specific check number. 

64. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific payment date. 

65. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is a specific monetary amount. 
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66. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including the 

step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial 

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system. 

67. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 66 further including the 

step of distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on 

routing codes. 

68. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the step of 

automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing 

only one ofthe storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document. 

69. (Cancelled). 

70. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including an 

outsourcing institution associated with the second storage system. 

71. (New) A method for a financial institution to obtain a stored financial 

document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site storage 

system wherein the financial document includes at least one specific document parameter 

with the specific document parameter being defined as a specific document age, said 

method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining the financial document in the off-site storage system when the 

specific document age of the financial document is greater than a predetermined age; 

maintaining the financial document in the on-site storage system when the 

specific document age of the financial document is less than or equal to the 

predetermined age; 

utilizing a computer terminal associated with the financial institution and 
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connected to the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit; 

receiving a request for the financial document; 

inputting the request into the computer terminal; 

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the 

predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or 

equal to the predetermined age after the request has been inputted; 

automatically accessing the off-site storage system through the processing unit 

when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically 

accessing the on-site storage system through the processing unit when the specific 

document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and 

automatically retrieving the requested financial document from the accessed 

storage system as defined by the inputted request. 

72. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step of 

processing the request to locate the requested financial document. 

73. (New) A method as set forth in claim 72 further including the step of 

reproducing the requested financial document after the request has been processed and 

retrieved. 

74. (New) A method as set forth in claim 73 wherein the steps of processing the 

request, retrieving the requested financial document, and reproducing the requested 

financial document are controlled by an interlinked computer program. 

75. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step of feeding 

the request from the computer terminal into the processing unit. 

76. (New) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the step of 

downloading the request from the processing unit into a downloading terminal. 
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77. (New) A method as set forth in claim 76 further including the step of 

transmitting the request from the downloading terminal to a document terminal. 

78. (New) A method as set forth in claim 77 further including the step of 

reproducing the requested financial document through the document terminal. 

79. (New) A method as set forth in claim 78 further including the step of 

distributing the reproduced financial document to the financial institution based on 

routing codes. 

80. (New) A method as set forth m claim 75 further including the step of 

categorizing the request. 

81. (New) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the step of 

determining a sequence number of the requested financial document after the request has 

been inputted. 

82. (New) A method as set forth in claim 81 further including the step of 

determining an image reference number of the requested financial document. 

83. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein the step of retrieving the 

requested financial document is further defined by electronically locating the requested 

financial document in the off-site storage system. 

84. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein the step of automatically 

accessing the off-site and on-site storage systems is further defined as accessing only one 

of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document. 

85. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step of 

inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer 
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terminal through a primary interface inter-linked with the on-site storage system when 

the specific document age of the financial document is less than or equal to the 

predetermined age. 

86. (New) A method as set forth in claim 85 further including the step of 

inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer 

terminal by selecting an exit function at the primary interface when the specific 

document age of the financial document is greater than the predetermined age.· 

87. (New) A method as set forth in claim 86 wherein the step of selecting the exit 

function is further defined by initiating a secondary interface inter-linked with the off-site 

storage system and inputting identification data into the secondary interface. 

88. (New) A method as set forth in claim 87 wherein the step of retrieving the 

requested financial document is further defined as retrieving the requested financial 

document as defined by the inputted identification data. 

89. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step of storing 

the financial document in a fixed medium at one of the off-site and on-site storage 

systems based on the specific document age of the financial document. 

90. (New) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of storing the 

financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically storing the 

financial document in a fixed electronic medium. 

91. (New) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of storing the 

financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as storing the financial 

document on microfilm. 
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92. (New) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of storing the 

financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as storing the financial 

document on microfiche. 

93. (New) A method for a financial institution to obtain a stored financial 

document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site storage 

system wherein the financial document includes at least one specific document parameter 

with the specific document parameter being defined as a specific document age, said 

method comprising the steps of: 

providing an outsourcing institution associated with the off-site storage system 

and a requestor; 

associating the financial institution with the on-site storage system wherein the 

outsourcing institution, requestor, and financial institution are different from each other; 

maintaining the financial document with the outsourcing institution in the off-site 

storage system when the specific document age of the financial document is greater than 

a predetermined age; 

maintaining the financial document with the financial institution in the on-site 

storage system when the specific document age of the financial document is less than or 

equal to the predetermined age; 

utilizing a computer terminal located at the financial institution and connected to 

the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit; 

receiving a request from the requestor for the financial document at the financial 

institution; 

inputting the request into the computer terminal at the financial institution after 

the request is received; 

comparing the specific document age of the requested fmancial document to the 

predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or 

equal to the predetermined age after the request has been inputted; 

automatically accessing the off-site storage system through the processing unit 

when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically 
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accessing the on-site storage system through the processing unit when the specific 

document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and 

automatically retrieving the requested financial document from the accessed 

storage system as defined by the inputted request. 

94. (New) A method as set forth in claim 93 further including the step of 

processing the request to locate the requested fmancial document. 

95. (New) A method as set forth in claim 94 further including the step of 

reproducing the requested financial document after the request has been processed and 

retrieved. 

96. (New) A method as set forth in claim 95 wherein the steps of processing the 

request, retrieving the requested financial document, and reproducing the requested 

financial document are controlled by a single computer program. 

97. (New) A method as set forth in claim 93 wherein the step of automatically 

accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing only one of 

the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document. 

98. (New) A method as set forth in claim 93 wherein the steps of storing a 

plurality of financial documents in the first and second storage systems are further 

defined as storing the financial documents in a fixed medium at one of the first and 

second storage systems based on the specific document age of the financial document. 

99. (New) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of storing the 

plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

100. (New) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of storing the 
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plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents on microfilm. 

101. (New) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of storing the 

plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents on microfiche. 

102. (New) A method as set forth in claim 93 further including the step of 

reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial document has 

been retrieved from the associated storage system. 

103. (New) A method as set forth in claim 102 further including the step of· 

distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on routing 

codes. 
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Remarks 

The specification has been amended to update the Related Applications section. 

The specification has also been amended to update the Summary of Invention section and 

Abstract in accordance with the current scope of the claims. Finally, the Detailed 

Description section of the specification has been amended to coincide with the claim 

amendments. No new matter is being introduced. 

After entry of the subject preliminary amendment, claims 31-41, 44-50, 55-68, and 

70-103 will be pending in the Application. Claims 31, 44, 71, and 93 are in independent 

form. Claims 31-36, 44, and 68 are currently being amended. Claims 1-22 were 

previously cancelled and claims 23-30, 42-43, 51-54, and 69 are currently being cancelled. 

Claims 71-103 have been added. 

Independent claims 31 and 44 have been amended to further clarify the claimed 

invention. Similarly, dependent claims 32-36 and 68 have also been amended to clarify the 

claimed subject matter in these claims and/or to correlate with the amendments to the 

corresponding independent claims. Independent claims 71 and 93 have been added to 

highlight additional unique combinations of the claimed invention. Although each of the 

independent claims vary in scope, each of these independent method claims include the 

following core steps: 

• storing/maintaining a financial document in a first/off-site storage 
system, 

• storing/maintaining a financial document in a second/on-site storage 
system, 

• utilizing a computer terminal connected to the storage systems through 
a processing unit, 

• receiving a request for the financial document, 
• inputting the request into the computer terminal, 
• comparing a parameter of the financial document to a predetermined 

parameter/determining a parameter of the financial document to 
determine which storage system it is stored, 

• automatically accessing one of the storage systems based on the 
previous comparing/determining step, and 

• retrieving the financial document, as defined by the inputted 
request, from one ofthe storage systems. 
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These method steps set forth a unique and unobvious combination that is not found 

in the prior art of record. In particular, for the same reasons that the parent application was 

allowed over the prior art of record, the subject application should similarly be allowed 

over the prior art of record. 

To assist the Examiner, a brief discussion of some of the steps is now provided. 

Regarding the 'utilizing a computer terminal step', the computer terminal can be connected 

to the storage systems through any suitable means such as a networked or interlinked 

combination, for example a LAN, WAN, etc. Also, the processing unit can be any suitable 

device such as a mainframe computer or a networked server. The steps of 'receiving a 

request' and 'inputting the request' can be done in any particular order and accomplished 

either manually or electronically. Similarly, the 'comparing of a parameter' and 

'determining a parameter' steps can be done either manually or electronically. The 

'accessing of the storage systems' and the 'retrieving the financial document' steps are 

performed through the processing unit such that these steps are performed electronically. 

In summary, it is respectfully submitted that the Application, as amended, is 

presented in condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. The 

Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any fees or 

credit the account for any overpayment. 

Dated: June 9, 2004 

Respectfully submitted, 

ai le, Registration No. 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101 
39400 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151 
Phone: (248) 645-1483 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Michael D. Schulze et al. RECEIVED 
Serial No.: 101104,541 DEC 1 5 2003 

Group Art Unit: ~ 216 I J echnology Center 2600 
Examiner: ~d 1-1/J 

Filed: March 22, 2002 

For: Method Of Obtaining An Electronically-Stored 
Financial Document 

Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-006 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER37 CFR 1.97 AND 1.98 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 and in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56, 

Applicant hereby makes of record the patents, publication, or other information listed on 

the attached Form PT0-1449. Applicant respectfully requests that the Office consider 

the patents, publications, or other information and make these of record in the subject 

application. Copies of the listed items are enclosed. Applicant hereby notifies the 

Examiner that the parent of the subject application, namely U.S. Patent No. 6,446,072, is 

involved in a litigation which necessitated the submission of these patents and 

publications. 
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None of these items disclose the inventive concepts claimed in the subject 

application. This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before 

the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits so no fee is required. 

However, should there be a fee associated with this document, you are authorized 

to charge Deposit Account No. 08-2789 in the name of Howard & Howard Attorneys, 

P.C. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel J. Haidle, Registration No.: 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center 
39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151 
(248) 723-0334 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the attached Information Disclosure Statement and PT0-

1449 are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, postage 

prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on December 5, 2003. 

Brenda J. Hughes 

. 
G:\m\Mirrorlmg\ip00006\patent\SUPP IDS December 2003 .doc 
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P.O. Box 1450 
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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to Rule 97 and in compliance with Rule 56, Applicant hereby 

makes of record the items listed on the attached Form PT0-1449. Copies of the 

listed items are enclosed. The parent of the subject application is involved in a 

litigation which necessitates the submission of these patents and publications. 

Applicant apologizes for the volume of information being submitted. 

In order to assist the Examiner, Application notes that U.S. Patent Nos. 
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subject application. This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being 

1 

Page 113



/ / 

• • / • 
filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits so no fee is 

required. 

However. should there be a fee associated with this document, you are 

authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 08-2789 in the name of Howard & 

Howard. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed. 

Dated: June 26, 2003 

Respectfully submitted, 

cHOW~ HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 
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- • U.S.S.N: 10/104,54l 

Amendments to the Claims 

Amended) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored 

financial docu ent from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage 

e first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial 

documents stored herein, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a p urality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first 

a specific document age of the financial document is greater than a 

predetermined age; 

storing a plura ity of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second 

storage system when specific document age of the financial document is less than or 

receiving a reque t for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

comparing the sp cifi9 document age of the requested financial document to the 

predetermined age to dete i e if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or 

equal to the predetermine 

of the requested financial document into the 

automatically accessing the first storage system through the [eempl:lter tenniaal] 

processing unit when the speci c document age is greater than the predetermined age 

and automatically accessing the econd storage system through the [eempl:lter t8FB1iaal] 

processing unit when the specific ocument age is less than or equal to the predetermined 

age; and 

retrieving the requested ancial document as defined by the inputted 

identification data in the first fixed edium when the specific document age is greater 

than the predetermined age and in the second fixed medium when a specific document 

age of the financial document is less th or equal to the predetermined age. 

2 
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24. (Previous Added) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of ancial documents on microfilm. 

dded) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of 

storing a plurality of ancial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of fin cial documents on microfiche. 

26. (Previously dded) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of 

cial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the p urality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

27. (Previously A ed A method as set forth in claim 23 further including the 

D I step of reproducing the r quested fmancial document after the requested financial 

28. (Previously Adde ) A method as set forth in claim 27 further including the 

step of distributing the reprod ced financial document to a financial institution based on 

routing codes. 

29. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of 

automatically accessing the first d second storage systems is further defined as accessing 

only one of the storage systems a 

30. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the specific 

document age of the financial doc ent is a record date of the financial document and the 

predetermined age is a pre-selected te. 

3 
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31. (Currently Amended) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored 

financi 1 document from a first storage system geographically located at a first location, 

which i remotely-located from a second storage system geographically located at a 

second lo tion, wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of 

financial d uments stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include 

at least ones ecific document parameter, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of financial documents in the first storage system at the first 

geographical lo ation when the financial document is presented in a first geographical 

area; 

urality of financial documents in the second storage system at the 

location when the financial document is presented in a second 

geographical area; 

uest for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

determining th geographical area in which the requested financial document was 

e storage system in which the requested financial document is 

stored; 

utilizing 

data of the requested financial document into the 

the first storage system at the first geographical location 

through the {i*HHI*f~-telRR'iBatij processing unit when the determined geographical area 

of the requested financial ent is the first geographical area and automatically 

accessing the second storage sy tern at the second geographical location through the 

[eel'HfHlter tefH'lin:al] 't when the determined geographical area of the 

requested financial document is the econd geographical area; and 

retrieving the requested ancial document as defined by the inputted 

identification data from the first sto ge system if the requested financial document is 

located at the first geographical loc ion and from the second storage system if the 

requested financial document is located t the second geographical location. 

4 
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32. (Previously dded) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said first and 

second geographicalloc tions are different from each other. 

ed) A method as set forth in claim 32 wherein said first and 

second geographical areas e different from each other. 

34. (Previously Added A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said specific 

document parameter of the finan ial document is a particular numerical sequence. 

35. (Previously Added) method as set forth in claim· 31 wherein the step of 

automatically accessing the first an second storage systems is further defined as accessing 

only one of the storage systems at 

36. (Previously Added) A m thod as set forth in claim 31 wherein the steps of 

storing a plurality of financial docu ents in the first and second storage systems are 

further defmed as storing the financia documents in a fixed medium at one of the first 

and second storage systems based o the specific document age of the financial 

document. 

3 7. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documen in a fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of financial documents on 

38. (Previously Added) A method as s t forth in claim 36 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as 

storing a plurality of financial documents on micr fiche. 

39. (Previously Added) A method as set fo h in claim 36 wherein the step of 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a ed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial docume ts in a fixed electronic medium. 

5 
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40. (Previ sly Added) A method as set forth in claim 31 further including the 

step the requested financial document after the requested financial 

document has been r trieved from the associated storage system. 

41. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 40 further including the 

step of distributing the produced financial document to a financial institution based on 

routin codes. 

Please add following new claims; 

42. (Ne ) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of utilizing a 

processing unit is 

43. 

processing unit is 

er defined as utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first 

ethod as set forth in claim 31 wherein the step of utilizing a 

er defined as utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first 

4 . (New) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial document 

from a firs storage system remotely-located from a second storage system wherein the 

nd storage systems each include a plurality of financial documents stored 

ethod comprising the steps of: 

plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first 

en a specific document parameter of the financial document is greater 

lity of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second 

storage system when specific document parameter of the financial document is less 

than or equal to the pre termined parameter; 

receiving a reques for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

comparing the spec c document parameter of the requested financial document 

to the predetermined paramet r to determine if the specific document parameter is greater 

than, less than, or equal to the \etennine: parameter; 
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utilizing processing unit associated with the first and second storage systems; 

dentification data of the requested financial document; 

automatica y accessing the first storage system when the specific document 

parameter is greate than the predetermined parameter and automatically accessing the 

second storage syste when the specific document parameter is less than or equal to the 

retrieving the financial document as defined . by the inputted 

identification data in th first fixed medium when the specific document parameter is 

greater than the predete ined parameter and in the second fixed medium when a 

specific document param ter of the financial document is less than or equal to the 

predetermined parameter. 

45. (New) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and second fixed 

mediums are different from e ch other. 

46. (New) A method s set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial document in a first fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents n a physical media. 

47. (New) A method as et forth in claim 46 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents on o e of microfilm and microfiche. 

48. (New) A method as set orth in claim 46 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial documents in second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of fm cial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

49. (New) A method as set fort in claim 48 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial documents in a s ond fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically storing the plurality of financi 1 documents on an electronic disc media. 

7 
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as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of fin cial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically stori the plurality of financial documents in an electronically retrievable 

memory. 

51. (New A method as set forth in claim 48 further including the step of storing a 

plurality of financ1 1 documents in a third fixed medium. 

52. (New) A method as set forth in claim 51 wherein the specific document 

parameter of the finan ial document is a specific document age. 

as set forth in claim 52 further including the step of 

migrating the financial 'Qlt.>etnnent from the third fixed medium, to the second fixed 

medium, and then to the fi t fixed medium as the specific document age increases. 

54. (New) A method set forth in claim 51 wherein the first, second, and third 

fixed mediums are different fro each other. 

5. (New) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of storing a 

financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

) A method as set forth in claim 55 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of finan ial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financ1 1 documents on one of microfilm or microfiche. 

ethod as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and second fixed 

medi urns are the same. 

58. (New) A meth d as set forth in claim 57 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial doc first fixed medium is further defmed as 

8 
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electronic storing the plurality of financial documents in a first fixed electronic 

medium, d wherein the step of storing a plurality of financial documents in a second 

is further defined as electronically storing the plurality of fmancial 

second fixed electronic medium. 

A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the specific document 

parameter of the ancial document is a particular numerical sequence. 

60. (New) method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document 

parameter of the finjial docwnent is a specific docwnent age. 

61. (New) A rn thod as set forth in claim 60 wherein the specific document age of 

the financial document · s a record date of the financial document and the predetermined 

62. (New) A meth' d as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document 

parameter of the financial do ument is a specific account number. 

63. (New) A method set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document 

parameter of the financial docum t is a specific check number. 

64. (New) A method as s t forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document 

parameter of the financial document i a specific payment date. 

65. (New) A method as set f4 rth in claim 59 wherein the specific document 

parameter of the financial document is as ecific monetary amount. 

66. (New) A method as set fort claim 44 further including the step of 

reproducing the requested financial docume t after the requested financial document has 

been retrieved from the associated storage sys m. 
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method as set forth in claim 66 further including the step of 

distributing the rep oduced financial document to a financial institution based on routing 

codes. 

ethod as set forth in claim 44 wherein the step of automatically · 

accessing the first and econd storage systems is further defined as accessing only one of 

the storage systems at an one time. 

69. (New) A mtod as set forth in claim 44 wherein the step of utilizing a 

processing unit is further e ed as utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first 

and second storage systems 

70. (New) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including an outsourcing 

institution associated ~ith the second storage system. 

10 
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REMARKS 

After entry of the subject Second Preliminary Amendment, claims 23 - 69 will be 

pending in the application with claims 23, 31, and 44 being in independent form. No new 

matter is being introduced by the addition of claims 42 - 69. 

The pending claims in the subject application are allowable over the prior art of 

record. It is therefore respectfully submitted that the Application is presented in 

copdition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. A check in the 

amount of $252.00 is included to cover the excess claims fee. The Commissioner is 

authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or credit 

the account for any overpayment. 

Date: May 15, 2003 

Respectfully submitted, 

aidle, Registration No. 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101 
39400 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151 
(248) 723-0334 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the attached Second Preliminary Amendment is being 

deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, postage prepaid, in an 

envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 

Virginia 22313-1450, on May 15,2003. 

Yh}J~ 
Brenda J. Hughes = 

G:\m\Mirrorlm\patent\SecondPrelAmend.doc 
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FEE CALCULATION AND TRANSMITTAL 

CLAIMS AS FILED 

For #Filed #Allowed #Extra Rate Fee 

Total Claims 19 19-20 = X $18.00 $ -0-

Independent Claims 2 2-3 = -0- X $84.00 $ -0-
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BASIC FEE $ 740.00 
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2789. as described below. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

D Charge the amount of$ as filing fee. 
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D Charge the issue fee set in 37 C.F.R. 1.18 at the mailing of the Notice of 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Michael D. Schulze et al. Group Art Unit: To Be Assigned 

Serial No.: To Be Assigned Examiner: To Be Assigned 

Filed: Concurrent Herewith 

For: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN 
ELECTRONICALLY-STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Box Patent Application 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Please amend the application as follows; 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1, please replace the paragraph under the "Related Applications" section with 

the following; 

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

09/548,490, now U.S. Patent No. , which in turn claims priority to -----------------
and all the advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 

60/129,021, which was filed on April13, 1999. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1-22 and add the following new claims; 

23. (New) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial document 

from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage system wherein the 

first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial documents stored 

therein, said method comprising the steps of: 
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storing a plurality of fmancial documents in a first fixed medium at the first 

storage system when a specific document age of the financial document is greater than a 

predetermined age; 

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second 

storage system when a specific document age of the financial document is less than or 

equal to the predetermined age; 

receiving a request for at least one ofthe stored financial documents; 

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the 

predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or 

equal to the predetermined age; 

utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first and second storage 

systems; 

inputting identification data of the requested fmancial document into the 

computer terminal; 

automatically accessing the first storage system through the computer terminal 

when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically 

accessing the second storage system through the computer terminal when the specific 

document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and 

retrieving the requested financial document as defined by the inputted 

identification data in the first fixed medium when the specific document age is greater 

than the predetermined age and in the second fixed medium when a specific document 

age ofthe financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined age. 

24. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents on microfilm. 

25. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defmed as storing a 

plurality of financial documents on microfiche. 
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26. (New) A method· as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defmed as 

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

27. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 further including the step of 

reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial document has 

been retrieved from the associated storage system. 

28. (New) A method as set forth in claim 27 further including the step of 

distributing the reproduced fmancial document to a financial institution based on routing 

codes. 

29. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of automatically 

accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing only one of 

the storage systems at any one time. 

30. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the specific document age of 

the financial document is a record date of the financial document and the predetermined 

age is a pre-selected date. 

31. (New) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial document 

from a first storage system geographically located at a first location, which is remotely­

located from a second storage system geographically located at a second location, 

wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial 

documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include at least 

one specific document parameter, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of financial documents in the first storage system at the first 

geographical location when the financial document is presented in a first geographical 

area; 

storing a plurality of financial documents in the second storage system at the 

second geographical location when the financial document is presented in a second 
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geographical area; 

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

determining the geographical area in which the requested financial document was 

presented to determine the storage system in which the requested financial document is 

stored; 

utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first and second storage 

systems; 

inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the 

computer terminal; 

automatically accessing the first storage system at the first geographical location 

through the computer terminal when the determined geographical area of the requested 

financial document is the first geographical area and automatically accessing the second 

storage system at the second geographical location through the computer terminal when 

the determined geographical area of the requested financial document is the second 

geographical area; and 

retrieving the requested financial document as defmed by the inputted 

identification data from the first storage system if the requested financial document is 

located at the first geographical location and from the second storage system if the 

requested financial document is located at the second geographical location. 

32. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said first and second 

geographical locations are different from each other. 

33. (New) A method as set forth in claim 32 wherein said first and second 

geographical areas are different from each other. 

34. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said specific document 

parameter of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence. 

35. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the step of automatically 

accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing only one of 
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the storage systems at any one time. 

36. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the steps of storing a 

plurality of fmancial documents in the first and second storage systems are further 

defined as storing the financial documents in a fixed medium at one of the first and 

second storage systems based on the specific document age of the financial document. 

37. (New) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the 

plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents on microfilm. 

38. (New) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the 

plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents on microfiche. 

39. (New) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the 

plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically 

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

40. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 further including the step of 

reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial document has 

been retrieved from the associated storage system. 

41. (New) A method as set forth in claim 40 further including the step of 

distributing the reproduced financial document to a fmancial institution based on routing 

codes. 
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REMARKS 

The subject preliminary amendment is being filed in conjunction with a 

Continuation Application. After entry of the preliminary amendment, claims 23 - 41 will 

be pending in the application with claims 23 and 31 being in independent form. No new 

matter is being introduced by the addition of these claims. 

The pending claims in the subject application are allowable over the prior art of 

record, which is listed on the enclosed PT0-1449. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the Application is presented in 

condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. The Commissioner is 

authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or credit the 

account for any overpayment. 

Date: March 22, 2002 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel J. Idle, Registration No. 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101 
39400 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151 
(248) 645-1483 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 

I hereby certify that the enclosed Preliminary Amendment is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as Express Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope as 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee", Mailing Label No. EV 021 424 288 US and 
addressed to Box Patent Application, Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on March 22,2002. 

Brenda J. Hughes · \ 
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VERSION OF THE SPECIFICATION 
WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1, please amend the paragraph under the "Related Applications" section as 

follows; 

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent APPlication Serial No. 

-=09""""/=54-=-8=·c...:..49"'-0=,--=n=o-=-w=--U=.S=.--=P--=a=te=n"'-t "'-N=o.:..... _______ _, . ._w""'"'hi=·=ch=-""in"""-=turn= claims priority to 

and all the advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 

60/129,021~ which was filed on April 13, 1999 [and is entitled "REMOTE DOCUMENT 

RETRIEVAL AND STORAGE SYSTEM"]. 
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15 

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY­
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This patent application claims priority to and all advantages of United States 

Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/129,021 which was filed on April 13, 1999 

and is entitled "REMOTE DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL AND STORAGE SYSTEM." 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1) TECHNICAL FIELD 

The subject invention relates to a method for a financial institution to obtain 

electronically-stored fmancial documents from an off-site storage system remotely-located 

from an on-site storage system. 

2) DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

Methods for obtaining electronically-stored financial documents are generally 

known in the art. Financial institutions, such as banks and credit unions, utilize such 

methods to rapidly and efficiently obtain fmancial documents for distribution to clients 

upon request. Such financial documents include paid checks, account statements, and 

other related documents. These financial documents are typically stored on microfiche, 

20 microfilm, digitally, or by some other electronic storage means. Further, these financial 

documents are typically electronically-stored in an on-site storage system located at the 

fmancial institution or in an off-site storage system. Electronic storage of these financial 

documents permits financial institutions to eliminate storage of paper or "hard" copies of 
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these documents. The electronic storage of these documents also provides a means of 

retrieving the information from the on-site and off-site storage systems. 

Once the document is stored, the client may request an image of a particular stored 

document. Client requests are made to replace lost or stolen documents, for tax purposes, 

5 for proof of financial transactions, for legal disputes, and other similar matters. The 

client's request is inputted into a computer terminal at the financial institution. More 

specifically, conventional methods for obtaining an electronically-stored financial 

document enable an employee of the financial institution, such as a bank teller, to input the 

request into an interface incorporated into the computer terminal. The interface is inter-

1 0 linked with the on-site storage system. Typically, all requests for a particular period are 

grouped together and subsequently downloaded for retrieval of the requested image by the 

financial institution. The financial institution retrieves the image, e.g. a photocopy of the 

check, and then distributes the photocopy to the client via facsimile, mail or hand delivery. 

The storing, downloading, and retrieving of the financial document, including the 

15 reproduction and the distribution of the document, are known in the industry as back office 

production. Back office production for financial institutions is particularly resource 

intensive, time consuming, and expensive. Also, back office production becomes 

increasingly expensive if the client requests a particularly old financial document because 

older financial documents frequently require more resources and time to locate and 

20 retrieve. 

The majority of financial institutions electronically store financial documents only in 

an on-site storage system and not in an off-site storage system. Consequently, these financial 
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5 

institutions are unable to outsource the responsibilities for the back office production to third 

party entities to alleviate the expenses and resources associated with the back office 

production. These fmancial institutions realize a significant fmancial burden since the back 

office production is concentrated strictly at the financial institution. 

Other financial institutions do electronically store financial documents in on-site and 

off-site storage systems. However, the methods utilized by these fmancial institutions to 

access the fmancial documents stored in the off-site storage system are deficient in that the 

interface utilized in such methods is only inter-linked with the on-site storage system. That 

is, there is no interface independently inter-linked with the off-site storage system. As a 

10 result, the financial documents stored in the off-site storage system can not be efficiently 

15 

accessed. These financial institutions are still responsible for retrieving the requested 

financial documents through their back office production and their expenses remain high. 

One such method of retrieving documents from on-site and off-sited storage systems is 

disclosed in United States Patent No. 5,784,610 to Copeland, ill et al. 

Due to the inefficiencies identified in the conventional methods used by financial 

institutions to obtain fmancial documents, it is desirable to implement a method for a 

financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from both on-site 

and off-site storage systems that reduces, if not eliminates, the back office production of 

the financial institution by providing a direct interface inter-linked with the off-site storage 

20 system. With such an interface, the responsibility for retrieving financial documents from 

the off-site storage can be outsourced to third party entities while still providing the 
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financial institution with efficient access to any fmancial documents electronically-stored 

in the off-site storage system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION AND ADVANTAGES 

5 A method for a financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial 

documents having a specific document parameter is disclosed. The specific document 

parameter is typically a particular numerical sequence, such as a record date of the 

financial document. The method of the subject invention enables the financial institution 

to obtain the financial documents from an off-site storage system. The off-site storage 

'"'10 system is remotely-located from an on-site storage system. The financial documents of the 

fmancial institution are maintained in the off-site storage system when the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is greater than a predetermined parameter. 

The fmancial documents that are less than or equal to the predetermined parameter are 

maintained in the on-site storage system. 

When the financial institution receives a request for a financial document, the 

financial institution compares the specific document parameter of the requested financial 

document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter 

is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. A computer terminal 

located at the financial institution is connected to both the off-site and on-site storage 

20 systems. The computer terminal is utilized to access one of the storage systems in 

response to the comparison of the specific document parameter to the predetermined 

parameter. For instance, if it is determined that the specific document parameter is less 
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than or equal to the predetermined document parameter, then the computer terminal 

accesses the on-site storage system. On the other hand, if it is determined that the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is greater than the predetermined 

parameter, then the computer terminal accesses the off-site storage system. 

After the computer terminal accesses the appropriate storage system, identification 

data of the requested financial document is inputted into the computer. More specifically, 

to access the on-site storage system, the identification data is input into a primary interface 

that is specifically inter-linked with the on-site storage system. To access the off-site 

storage system, an exit function is selected at the primary interface and the identification 

10 data is then input into a secondary interface that is initiated upon selection of the exit 

function. The secondary interface is specifically inter-linked with the off-site storage 

system. 

Finally, after the identification data of the requested financial document is inputted, 

the requested document is then retrieved in order to reproduce the financial document, and 

15 distribute the financial document to an end user ofthe financial institution. 

The subject invention therefore provides a method that enables financial 

institutions to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage 

system via a secondary interface that is specifically inter-linked with the off-site storage 

system and the fmancial documents electronically-stored in that system. As such, the 

20 fmancial institution can selectively store financial documents in either an on-site storage 

system or the off-site storage system, and the responsibility for the financial documents in 

the off-site storage system can be outsourced to a third party entity. Therefore, the back 
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office production of the financial institution associated with the retrieval and distribution 

of financial documents stored in the off-site storage system is strategically reduced or even 

completely eliminated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other advantages of the present invention will be readily appreciated as the same 

becomes better understood by reference to the following detailed description when 

considered in connection with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a flow diagram schematically detailing an on-site storage system, and an 

i=klO off-site storage system in accordance with the subject invention; 

20 

Figure 2 is a block diagram generally representing a method for a financial institution 

to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from the on-site and off-site storage 

systems; 

Figure 3 is a block diagram completing the method of obtaining electronically­

stored financial documents from the on-site storage system; and 

Figure 4 is a block diagram completing the method of obtaining electronically-stored 

financial documents from the off-site storage system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate like or corresponding parts 

throughout the several views, a method for a financial institution to obtain an 

electronically-stored financial document is schematically shown at 10 in Figure 1. The 
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method introduced in the subject invention enables the financial institution to obtain the 

financial document from an off-site storage system remotely located from an on-site 

storage system. Preferably, the on-site storage system is located at the financial institution 

and the off-site storage system is located at a remote location distant from the financial 

5 institution. This allows the financial institution to 'outsource' the responsibilities 

associated with obtaining the fmancial document. 

Methods for financial institutions to obtain electronically-stored documents are 

frequently used by such entities as banks, credit unions, and other financially-oriented 

institutions. For illustrative purposes only, the description of the subject invention is 

10 discussed with reference to banks. However, as appreciated by those skilled in the art, 

other businesses, such as insurance companies, may also utilize similar methods and 

incorporate the aspects ofthe subject invention. 

Methods for banks to obtain electronically-stored financial documents are 

generally used by banks to rapidly and efficiently obtain financial documents for 

15 distribution to clients upon request. As described above, the financial documents for 

banks are usually paid checks, checking statements, and other related financial documents, 

and these documents include at least one specific document parameter. As appreciated by 

those skilled in the art, it is not the financial document (e.g. the paid check) itself that is 

electronically-stored. Rather, it is data included on the document such as a sequence 

20 number that is electronically stored to make up the financial document. The specific 

document parameter is preferably a particular numerical sequence. As appreciated, the 

specific document parameter of the financial document can include, but is not limited to, a 
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record date or age of the document, a series number, or some other document identifYing 

number of the fmancial document. More specifically, in the preferred embodiment of the 

subject invention, the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is the 

record date of the financial document. That is, the date that the particular financial 

5 document was created or posted. 

The financial documents are typically stored on microfiche, microfilm, digitally, or 

by some other electronic storage means. As appreciated, the electronic storage of the 

fmancial documents is frequently created by taking an electronic photo image of the 

document and storing the photo image in a computer system. One such digital electronic 

10 storage device is sold by Kodak under the name of IMA GELINK™ Digital Workstation 

(IDW). Electronic storage of these financial documents permits banks to eliminate storage 

of paper or "hard" copies of these documents. The electronic storage of these documents 

also provides an efficient means of retrieving the information from the on-site and off-site 

storage systems. This will be discussed further herein below. 

As described above, the financial documents are electronically-stored in either the 

on-site storage system located at the bank or in the off-site storage system remotely 

located from the on-site storage system. More specifically, the subject invention includes 

the step of maintaining the financial documents in the off-site storage system when the 

specific document parameter of the financial document is greater than a predetermined 

20 parameter. Financial documents are maintained in the on-site storage system when the 

specific document parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the 

predetermined parameter. As appreciated, the document parameter of the financial 
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documents stored in the off-site storage system may be greater than or equal to the 

predetermined parameter with the on-site storage system having documents only less than 

the predetermined parameter. 

Similar to the specific document parameter of the fmancial document, the 

5 predetermined parameter is also a numerical value. The predetermined parameter is 

specifically a numerical value predetermined by the bank. For instance, if the specific 

document parameter is a series number of a paid check and the series number is greater 

than the predetermined parameter which, in this case, would be an arbitrarily selected base 

series number, then the paid check would be stored in the off-site storage system. 

10 In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the predetermined numerical 

value is a date pre-selected by the bank. For instance, the bank may pre-select a date that 

is one year before a current date-the current date being the actual date that the client 

requests the financial document. Of course, the bank may pre-select a date that is some 

other time period before a current date (e.g. two or three years) without varying from the 

15 scope of the subject invention. As such, if the record date of the particular financial 

document is older than one year, then the particular financial document is maintained in 

the off-site storage system. If the record date of the particular financial document is earlier 

than or equal to one year, then the particular financial document is maintained in the on­

site storage system. As discussed above, the document having record dates equal to the 

20 one year may be stored in the off-site or on-site storage systems. 

Once the financial document is maintained in the appropriate storage system, the 

bank is capable of receiving a request for the fmancial document from the client. In 
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reality, the client is requesting an image ofthe stored financial document. As appreciated, 

clients request the image for various reasons. As discussed above, requests are typically 

made for replacing lost or stolen fmancial documents, for tax purposes, for proof of 

financial transactions, for legal disputes, and other similar matters. Ultimately, the bank 

5 retrieves the image, reproduces the image, and distributes the reproduced image to the 

requesting client of the banlc 

Referring now to Figure 1, the method for banks to obtain electronically-stored 

financial documents is discussed in detail. Initially, the requesting client requests a 

particular financial document, such as a paid check. The client is typically a customer of 

>§,10 the bank or other financial institution. The client's request is inputted into a computer 

terminal 11 at the financial institution. The computer terminal 11 will be discussed in 

more detail hereinbelow. 

From the computer terminal11, the request is fed into a mainframe computer 12 at 

the bank. In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, if the client requests a 

5 financial document having a record date earlier than or equal to one year before the current 

date, then the request, and other requests like it, are processed at the bank in the on-site 

storage system. That is, the requests are grouped together and downloaded to a 

downloading terminal 14 at the bank. The downloading may occur at particular intervals 

such as at the end of each day, every three hours, etc. The sequence number of each check 

20 requested is then determined. A document terminal 16 subsequently creates or reproduces 

the document, i.e., a photocopy of the check. The photocopy is then distributed to the 

client via facsimile, mail, or hand delivery. 
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It is known in the art that the majority of requests for financial documents are 

requests for documents which were created in the most recent year. That is, if the pre­

selected date is one year before the current date, as in the preferred embodiment, then the 

majority of requests are seeking fmancial documents having a record date earlier than or 

5 equal to the pre-selected date. The remaining document requests relate to financial 

documents that are older than one year. Since, as described in the Background of the 

Invention, retrieval of financial documents that are older than one year is particularly 

expensive, the preferred embodiment of the subject invention outsources all of the 

document requests which relate to documents having a record date later than one year 

10 before the current date. As appreciated, the particular time frame which is outsourced is 

not a critical feature of the subject invention and may be adjusted to meet the needs of any 

particular financial institution. In fact, all of the document requests, including the most 

recent, may be outsourced using the outsourcing procedure of the subject invention. 

In the preferred embodiment, if the client requests a financial document having a 

15 record date later than one year before the current date, then the request, and others like it, 

are grouped together and downloaded from the mainframe computer 12 to an outsourced 

downloading terminal 18. As above, the downloading may be at particular intervals as 

needed. The sequence number is determined by a sequencing terminal 20. The sequence 

number is then sent back to the outsourced downloading terminal 18. An outsourced 

20 document terminal 22 then creates or reproduces the desired document which is then 

distributed to either the client or the bank. As appreciated, two document retrieval 

operations, one for the bank to retrieve financial documents having record dates earlier than 
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or equal to one year before the current date, and another to retrieve outsourced fmancial 

documents having record dates later than one year before the current date, preferably operate 

simultaneously. It is to be understood that the computer terminals and the accompanying PC 

bases are illustrated highly schematically in Figure 1 and are not intended to be limiting in 

5 any manner. For instance, the schematic illustration of the outsourced document terminal22 

need not include a computer terminal and an accompanying PC base. Instead, the 

outsourced document terminal22 is preferably some sort of printing device. 

Referring to Figures 2 through 4, the method for banks to obtain electronically­

stored financial documents is described in even greater detail. The request is first 

0 generated by the client. The request is then processed by the bank. The processing, 

retrieval and reproduction of the requested financial document is typically controlled by one 

interlinked computer software program. One such computer software program is a software 

program called Antinori Software Incorporated or ASI which is sold under the name of 

INNOVASION™ by Carreker-Antinori of Dallas, Texas. However, other frequently used 

;~?5 software programs include PEGA™ and Sterling™. Any of these computer software 

systems can provide the necessary means for implementing the discussed procedures. 

The processing of the request is completed by a customer service tracking system 

and the computer terminal 11. The customer service tracking system assists the financial 

institution in receiving the request. More specifically, the customer service tracking 

20 system gives branches, customer service, and other bank departments the capability to enter, 

log, track, route and monitor the status of all requests for financial documents. The customer 

service tracking system also provides the capability to enter, log, track, route and monitor the 
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status of customer complaints and other customer service related items. 

A bank employee, such as a bank teller first determines a status of the requested 

document. More specifically, the employee compares the specific document parameter of 

the requested financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the 

5 specific document parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined 

parameter. If the specific document parameter is a particular numerical sequence and the 

predetermined parameter is a predetermined numerical value, then the employee compares 

the particular numerical sequence of the financial document to the predetermined 

numerical value to determine if the particular numerical sequence is greater than, less than, 

10 or equal to the predetermined numerical value. Further, if as in the preferred embodiment, 

the particular numerical sequence is a record date of the financial document, and the 

predetermined numerical value is a pre-selected date, then the employee compares the 

record date of the financial document to the pre-selected date to determined if the record 

date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date. 

15 The customer service tracking system enables a bank employee, such as a bank teller, 

to submit the request. More specifically, the employee utilizes the computer terminal 11 

located at the bank and connected to both the off-site and on-site storage systems to access 

one of the storage systems in response to the comparison of the specific document 

parameter of the requested financial document to the predetermined parameter. For 

20 instance, when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is greater than 

the predetermined numerical value, the employee preferably utilizes the computer terminal 

11 to access the off-site storage system, and when the particular numerical sequence of the 
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5 

financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value, the 

employee preferably utilizes the computer terminal 11 to access the on-site storage system. 

As discussed above, the documents have a numerical sequence equal to the predetermined 

numerical value may be stored in either the off-site or on-site storage systems. 

After the computer terminal 11 is utilized to access the desired storage system, the 

employee manually inputs identification data of the requested financial document into the 

computer terminal 11. More specifically, when the particular numerical sequence of the 

financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value, the 

employee inputs identification data into a primary interface and selects the requested 

t'-"1 0 document. Also, the primary interface preferably provides an option for the employee to 

select among several different output formats. The primary interface is inter-linked with 

the on-site storage system. In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the 

primary interface appears as follows and includes the identification data detailed below: 
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Account Number: 

Account Name: 
Address: 

City: 

Home Phone: ( ) 
Fax: ( ) 
Service Code: 

State: 

For Items Posted Within A Year 
Copy of Statement Only 
Copy of Check/Deposit Ticket 
Check(s)/Deposit(s)<30 Items 
Statements and<30 Items 
Statements and>30 Items 
Deposit Reconstruction 

Regardless of Posting Date 

Prod Type: 

Customer Code: 

Zip Code: 

Work Phone: ( ) 

Savings Items 
Mise (GIL, Loans, Teller, Etc) 
Cash Letter Reconstruction 
Lock box 
Legal Statement Only 
Legal Statement and Items 

Missing Transactions Returned Items 
Online (Backdated!Unposted)Encoding Error/Wrong Account 

EXIT FUNCTION 

Alternatively, when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is 

greater than the predetermined numerical value, the employee selects an exit function at 

the primary interface. The exit function distinguishes that the request is to be sent to an 

5 outsourcing third party entity. Upon selection of the exit function at the primary interface, 

a secondary interface, inter-linked with the exit function, is initiated. The secondary 

interface is inter-linked with the off-site storage system. The employee inputs 

identification data into the secondary interface and selects the requested document. Also, 

the secondary interface preferably provides an option for the employee to select among 
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several different output formats. Preferably, routing, or service codes will be generated 

automatically upon the initiation of the secondary interface and the inputting of the 

identification data into the secondary interface. The routing codes enable the bank to 

recognize that the request is being sent to the outsourced third party entity. Furthermore, 

5 the routing codes are configured to automatically forward the inputted identification data 

to the off-site storage system. The inputted identification data and the routing codes are 

forwarded into the mainframe computer 12 introduced above for temporary storage before 

transfer to the off-site storage system. This temporary storage also serves to defend 

against unexpected power outages, computer malfunctions, and the like. In the preferred 

"~) 0 embodiment of the subject invention, the secondary interface appears as follows and 

includes the identification data detailed below: 

Account Number: 

Account Name: 
Address: 

City: 

Home Phone: ( ) 
Fax: ( ) 
Service Code: 

State: 

For Items Posted Prior to a Year 
Copy of Statement Only 
Copy of Check/Deposit Ticket 
Check( s )/Deposit( s )<30 Items 
Statements and<30 Items 
Statements and> 30 Items 
Deposit Reconstruction 

Prod Type: 

Customer Code: 

Zip Code: 

Work Phone: ( ) 

Savings Items 
Mise (GIL, Loans, Teller, Etc) 
Cash Letter Reconstruction 
Lockbox 
Legal Statement Only 
Legal Statement and Items 
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Once the bank employee has inputted the necessary identification data into either the 

primary or secondary interface, then retrieval of the financial document can continue. 

Specifically, the requested financial document is retrieved as defined by the inputted 

5 identification data. Two separate document retrieval procedures are discussed hereinbelow. 

One document retrieval procedure is for the financial documents having a record date earlier 

than or equal to the pre-selected date--one year before the current date in this example. The 

other document retrieval procedure is for the financial documents having a record date later 

than the pre-selected date. As discussed above, the one year timing selected for the pre-

1 0 selected date is simply shown as an example and any suitable time frame may be utilized. In 

fact, even all financial document retrievals may be outsourced to the third party entity. As 

also discussed above, the two separate document retrieval procedures will typically operate 

simultaneously. 

With reference to the subject example, if the record date of the financial document is 

15 earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, the remaining steps occur at the 

bank. As discussed above, these steps are known as the back office production of the bank. 

The request is first categorized by a research automation system. The research automation 

system automates the entire workflow of a bank's research and photocopy departments by 

sending requests to the appropriate sequence for processing. The downloading terminal 14 

20 serves to perform the research automation system's tasks. 

Photocopy requests are routed to an image control system, statement requests are sent 

to a document retrieval system, and requests for financial adjustments are routed to an 
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5 

adjustment system. The document terminal 16 serves to perform these tasks. In the 

illustrated embodiment of the subject invention, the sample document request is for a paid 

check. Hence, the categorized sequence will be the image control system which handles 

photocopy requests. 

Referring now to Figure 3, after the request is categorized, the request is verified for 

completeness and accuracy. If the request is not complete then additional data is retrieved. 

The additional data is retrieved by using a sequence number retrieval system and/or an all 

items research system. Once the request is complete and accurate, then the image reference 

number can be determined. That is, once the request is complete and accurate, then the 

!. ,;,1 0 requested fmancial document can be electronically located in the on-site storage system. The 

reference number may be a routing, sequence, or any other type of indicator. The reference 

number is determined by the image control system. The image control system is an image 

retrieval and routing management system which works in co~unction with Kodak's 

IMAGELINK™ Digital Workstations (IDW). Specifically, the image control system first 

connects to a network node. The network node is any type of storage device as is known in 

the art. Preferably a Kodak network node is used. The network node drives the IDW to find 

the location of the image by using the reference number. Specifically, the employee is 

prompted to verify that the correct media is loaded in the IDW such that the IDW can locate 

the image. The reference number for the document is known and the document image is 

20 now verified and located. 

The requested image can now be retrieved and reproduced. In other words a copy 

of the digitized document (the check) is created. The copy may be created by manually 
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pulling the microfilm, microfiche, or the like and photocopying the document. The copy 

may also be made by printing the document from a digitized record. The photocopy of the 

check is then distributed to the requesting client or other end user of the financial 

institution. Other end users of the financial institution include, but are not limited to, other 

5 financial institutions and federal and state governments. Additional information such as a 

photocopy report, a statement of charges, a research report and/or a daily status report may 

also be produced for the requesting client, the other end user, and/or the financial institution. 

10 

The document retrieval system incorporated at the bank and the method for obtaining 

electronically-stored financial documents from the on-site storage system is now completed. 

Continuing with the subject example, if the record date of the financial document is 

later than one year before the current date, the automated retrieval of the financial document 

is outsourced to the third party entity. To begin, a separate file is automatically generated at 

the bank by the input of the identification data into the secondary interface. Referring 

specifically to Figure 4, the routing codes direct the request created on the separate file to be 

15 routed separately to the outsourced third party entity. In the preferred embodiment of the 

subject invention, additional user ID's are created to allow only selected users into the 

secondary interface. The identification data stored in the separate file and the routing codes 

are downloaded to the off-site storage system for retrieval of the requested financial 

documents by the outsourced downloading terminal 18. Preferably, the identification data 

20 and routing codes are grouped into batches of common requests for optimum retrieval of 

the requested financial document by the outsourced third party entity at the off-site storage 

system. The downloading step may occur at any suitable predetermined interval. 
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Preferably, the downloading will occur three times a day. The downloaded documents are 

known in the industry as a basket of requests. 

The subject method further includes the step of creating a back-up file of the 

downloaded identification data and routing codes in the off-site storage system. The back-

S up file acts as an emergency information source in case the mainframe computer 12 at the 

financial institution has a catastrophic failure. fu addition, the outsourced third party entity is 

in direct connection with the mainframe computer 12 of the bank wherein the outsourced 

third party entity may produce a backup directory of each database file. This database 

backup is an additional safe guard for the financial institution. 

The downloaded identification data and routing codes are then categorized for 

processing in the off-site storage system. The research automation system categorizes this 

information in a like fashion as discussed above. fu fact, the outsourced third party entity 

uses the same computer software package as the financial institution such that the flow of 

information is optimum and not interrupted. As discussed above, the subject example 

request is for a paid check. Hence, the request will be categorized into the image control 

system and a sequence number will be determined by the sequencing terminal 20. Also, a 

status to update the progress of the requested fmancial document is provided to the fmancial 

institution. 

After the request is categorized, the request, specifically the inputted identification 

20 data, is verified for completeness and accuracy. If the request is not complete or accurate, 

then additional data is retrieved. In a similar fashion as above, the additional data is 

retrieved by using the sequence number retrieval system and/or the all items research 

20 
Docket No.: 60,419-002 

Page 169



system. As appreciated, the outsourced third party entity may retrieve this information 

from the mainframe computer 12, via its direct line, or from its own backup database files. 

Once the request is complete and accurate, the image reference number can be 

determined. Again, as above, the reference number is determined by the image control 

5 system. 

The requested image is then retrieved. More specifically, the requested :fmancial 

document is electronically located in the off-site storage system. Additionally, the 

requested financial document is also reproduced after the document is electronically 

located in the off-site storage system by the outsourced document terminal 22. In other 

10 words, a copy of the digitized document (the check) is created. A status file is then created 

for the completed transaction. Also, a status of the request is sent to the :fmancial 

institution wherein the institution may update their records. The status updates, as well as 

the information connections, create a two way information exchange between the 

outsourced third party entity and the bank. 

15 The photocopy of the check is then distributed or digitally transferred to the 

requesting client, the financial institution, or other end users of the financial institution. In 

the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the photocopy of the request is 

distributed to the requesting client, etc. based on the routing codes. That is, in addition to 

directing the request to be separately routed to the outsourced third party entity, the 

20 routing codes also indicate an appropriate distribution for the request client or other end 

user. The request is now completed. 

A special circumstance occurs when the record date of one portion of the client's 
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request is earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, and when the record date 

of another portion of the client's request is later than one year before the current date. These 

types of requests are known in the industry as spanned requests. One solution is to 

incorporate an additional interface utilized when the employee of the bank is utilizing the 

5 computer terminal 11 and comparing the specific document parameter of the requested 

fmancial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document 

parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. If the request is 

a spanned request, then the request will be split into two separate requests which can he 

handled simultaneously. A special notation would be put onto the requests such that they 

0 may be put back together before distributing the documents to the client or other end user. 

Another solution simply notifies the inputting employee that two requests should be entered 

separately. A third solution sends the request to the back office production at the bank 

wherein the back office employees notify the outsourced third party entity by a separate 

request to retrieve the requested financial documents. 

The invention has been described in an illustrative manner, and it is to be 

understood that the terminology which has been used is intended to be in the nature of 

words of description rather than of limitation. Obviously, many modifications and 

variations of the present invention are possible in light of the above teachings. It is, 

therefore, to be understood that within the scope of the appended claims, wherein 

20 reference numerals are merely for convenience and are not to be in any way limiting, the 

invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifically described. 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for a financial institution to obtain an electronically-stored 

financial document :from an off-site storage system remotely-located :from an on-site 

5 storage system wherein the fmancial document includes at least one specific document 

parameter, said method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining the fmancial document in the off-site storage system when the specific 

document parameter of the financial document is greater than a predetermined parameter; 

maintaining the financial document in the on-site storage system when the specific 

10 document parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined 

parameter; 

receiving a request for the financial document at the financial institution; 

comparing the specific document parameter of the requested financial document to 

the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter is greater 

15 than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter; 

20 

utilizing a computer terminal located at the financial institution and connected to 

the off-site and on-site storage systems to access one of the storage systems in response to 

the comparison of the specific document parameter of the requested :fmancial document to 

the predetermined parameter; 

inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer 

terminal after the desired storage system is accessed; and 
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retrieving the requested financial document as defined by the inputted 

identification data. 

2. A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the specific document parameter 

of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence and the predetermined 

5 parameter is a predetermined numerical value. 

3. A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein the step of comparing the specific 

document parameter to the predetermined parameter is further defined by comparing the 

particular numerical sequence of the fmancial document to the predetermined numerical 

value to determine if the particular numerical sequence is greater than, less than, or equal 

10 to the predetermined numerical value. 

4. A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein the particular numerical sequence 

of the financial document is a record date of the financial document and the predetermined 

numerical value is a pre-selected date. 

5. A method as set forth in claim 4 wherein the step of comparing the specific 

15 document parameter to the predetermined parameter is further defined by comparing the 

record date of the financial document to the pre-selected date to determined if the record 

date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date. 

6. A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein the step of utilizing the computer 

terminal to access one of the storage systems is further defined by accessing the off-site 

20 storage system when the particular numerical sequence is greater than the predetermined 

numerical value and accessing the on-site storage system when the particular numerical 

sequence is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value. 
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7. A method as set forth in claim 6 wherein the step of inputting identification 

data of the requested financial document into the computer terminal is further defined by 

inputting identification data into a primary interface inter-linked with the on-site storage 

5 system when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is less than or 

equal to the predetermined numerical value. 

8. A method as set forth in claim 7 wherein the step of inputting identification 

data of the requested financial document into the computer terminal is further defined by 

selecting an exit function at the primary interface when the particular numerical sequence 

10 ofthe fmancial document is greater than the predetermined numerical value. 

9. A method as set forth in claim 8 wherein the selection of the exit function is 

further defined by initiating a secondary interface inter-linked with the off-site storage 

system and inputting identification data into the secondary interface. 

10. A method as set forth in claim 9 wherein the step of inputting identification 

15 data into the secondary interface is further defined by selecting a desired output format for 

the requested financial document. 

20 

11. A method as set forth in claim 9 further including the step of automatically 

generating routing codes upon the initiation of the secondary interface and the inputting of 

the identification data into the secondary interface. 

12. A method as set forth in claim 11 further including the step of inter-linking 

the exit function with the secondary interface and configuring the routing codes to 

automatically forward the inputted identification data to the off-site storage system. 
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5 

13. A method as set forth in claim 12 further including the step of forwarding 

the inputted identification data and the routing codes into a mainframe computer for 

temporarily storing the identification data and routing codes in the mainframe computer. 

14. A method as set forth in claim 13 further including the step of downloading 

the stored identification data and routing codes to the off-site storage system for retrieval 

of the requested financial documents. 

15. A method as set forth in claim 14 further including the step of grouping the 

stored identification data and routing codes into batches of common requests for optimum 

10 retrieval ofthe requested financial document. 

16. A method as set forth in claim 14 further including the step of creating a 

back-up file of the downloaded identification data and routing codes in the off-site storage 

system. 

17. A method as set forth in claim 14 further including the step of categorizing 

15 the downloaded identification data and routing codes for processing in the off-site storage 

system. 

18. A method as set forth in claim 17 further including the step of providing a 

status of the requested financial document to update progress to the financial institution. 

19. A method as set forth in claim 17 further including the step of verifying the 

20 completeness and accuracy of the inputted identification data. 

20. A method as set forth in claim 19 wherein the step of retrieving the 
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requested financial document is further defmed by electronically locating the requested 

financial document in the off-site storage system. 

21. A method as set forth in claim 20 wherein the step of retrieving the 

requested financial document is further defined by reproducing the requested financial 

5 document after the requested fmancial document is electronically located in the off-site 

storage system. 

10 

22. A method as set forth in claim 21 further including the step of distributing 

the reproduced financial document to an end user of the financial institution based on the 

routing codes. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A method for a bank to obtain an electronically-stored financial document is 

disclosed. The financial document includes a specific document parameter, such as a 

record date. The bank maintains the financial document in an off-site storage system when 

5 the record date is later than a pre-selected date and in an on-site storage system when the 

record date is earlier than or equal to the pre-selected date. The off-site storage system is 

remotely-located from the on-site storage system. The bank receives a request for the 

financial document from a client and compares the record date to the pre-selected date to 

determine if the record date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date. In 

I 0 processing the request, the bank utilizes a computer terminal connected to the off-site and 

on-site storage systems to access one of the storage systems in response to the comparison 

of the record date to the pre-selected date. After accessing the appropriate storage system, 

the bank inputs data into the computer terminal to identify the requested financial 

document and then retrieves the requested financial document. The bank then reproduces 

15 the requested financial document and distributes the requested fmancial document to the 

requesting client, or some other end user of the bank. 
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COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 
FOR UNITED STATES PATENT APPLICATION 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated near my name below. 

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter of which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

l\1ETHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY­
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUl\1ENT 

which is described and claimed in the specification of which: 

lL_ is executed on even date herewith; attorney docket number 60,419-002. 

was filed on _______ as United States Application Serial No. 
________ , and was amended on ; attorney docket number 

I declare that this application is: 

_x_ a first filing. 

a continuation. 

_ a continuation-in-part. 

a divisional. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I do not know and do not believe my invention was known or used by others in the 
United States of America, or patented or described in a printed publication in any country before 
my invention thereof. 

I do not know and do not believe my invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in any country or in public use or on sale in the United States of America, more than 
one year prior to this application. 
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I acknowledge my duty to disclose information of which I am aware which is material to 
the examination of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section l.56(a). 

I hereby claim that no application for patent or inventor's certificate on this invention has 
been filed in any foreign country or in the United States of America prior to this application by 
me or my legal representatives or assigns except as follows: 

PRIORITY CLAIM 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §119(a)-(d) 
of the foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also 
identified below any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate filed by me on the 
same subject matter having a filing date before that of the application(s) of which priority is 
claimed. 

_x_ no such applications have been filed. 

such applications have been filed as follows: 

COUNTRY APPLICATION DATE OF FILING PRIORITY 
NUMBER (month, day, year) CLATh1ED 

UNDER 37 USC 119 

Yes_ No_ 

I hereby claim priority to and all the benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §Il9(e) 
of any United States provisional application(s). 

no such applications have been filed. 

_x_ such applications have been filed as follows: 

APPLICATION 
NUMBER 

60/129,021 

DATE OF FILING 
(month, day, year) 

April 13, 1999 
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I hereby claim priority to and all the benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 120 of 
any United States application(s) listed below. If the above identified application is a 
continuation-in-part application, I acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §l.56(a) which became available between the 
filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this 
continuation-in-part application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.63(e). 

X no such applications have been filed. 

__ such applications have been filed as follows: 

STATUS APPLICATION 
NUMBER 

DATE OF FILING 
(month, day, year) (patented, pending, abandoned) 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following attorneys and/or agent(s) to 
prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 
connected therewith with full power of substitution and revocation. (all names listed with 
corresponding registration numbers) 

Raymond E. Scott 22,981 John E. Carlson 
Theodore W. Olds 33,080 David J. Gaskey 
Harold W. Milton, Jr. 22,180 Jeffrey A. Sadowski 
Kerrie A. Laba 42,777 William H. Honaker 
Samuel J. Haidle 42,619 Randall L. Shoemaker 
William Gottschalk 44,130 Kevin MacKenzie 
David LaPrairie 46,295 David Wisz 
Bharat C. Gandhi 35,146 

Please address all correspondence and telephone calls to: 

SAMUEL J. HAIDLE, ESQ. 
HOWARD & HOWARD 

1400 North Woodward Avenue, Suite 101 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-2855 

(248) 645-1483 
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DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that all statements made herdn of my own knowledge are true and that 
an sra.tements made on ~nformation and belief are believed to be ttue; and funher that these 
statements we&e made with dle knowledge that willful false statements and the lilce so made are 
punishable by fine -or imprlsoninent, or both. under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issl,led thereon. 

Dated: __ tj_.___-_,.-'-\ -~-----"'o'"""o ___ _ 

Post Office and 
Residence Address: 

Citizenship: 

1607 Kirts 
Troy. MI 48084 

United States 

Dated: _q~ff----".J-~__,_~---:-~--

Post Office and 
Re-.sidence Address.: 

69. Touraine Road 

Richard J ~ Gagnon 

·Grosse Pointe Farms. MI 48236 

Citizenship: United States 
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Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-002 

VERIFIED STATEMENT BY INVENTOR CLAIMING 
SMALL ENTITY STATUS £37 C.F.R. 1.9(0 and 1.27(c)l 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that I qualify as an independent 

inventor as defined in 37 CFR 1.9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees under 

Sections 4l(a) and (b) of Title 35, United States Code, to the Patent and Trademark Office 

with regard to the invention entitled: 

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY­
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

described in the specification filed herewith. 

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed and am under no obligation 

under contract or law to assign, grant, convey or license, any rights in the invention to any 

person who could not be classified as an independent inventor under 37 CFR 1.9(c) if that 

person had made the invention, or to any concern which would not qualify as a small 

business concern under 37 CFR 1.9(d) or a nonprofit organization under 37 CFR 1.9(e). 

Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed, 

or licensed or am under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or 

license any rights in the invention is listed below: None 

I acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any 

change in status result in loss of entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the 

time of paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance fee due after the date on 

which status as a small entity is no longer appropriate. [37 CFR 1.28(b)]. 
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METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY­

STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This patent application c ·ms priority to and all advantages of United States 

Provisional Patent Application Serial o. 60/129,021 which was filed on April 13, 1999 

and is entitled "REMOTE DOCUMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1) TECHNICAL FIELD 

The subject invention relates to a method for a financial institution to obtain 

electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage system remotely-located 

from an on-site storage system. 

2) DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

Methods for obtaining electronically-stored financial documents are generally 

~ known in the art. Financial institutions, such as banks and credit unions, utilize such 

methods to rapidly and efficiently obtain financial documents for distribution to clients 

upon request. Such financial documents include paid checks, account statements, and 

other related documents. These financial documents are typically stored on microfiche, 

20 microfilm, digitally, or by some other electronic storage means. Further, these financial 

documents are typically electronically-stored in an on-site storage system located at the 

financial institution or in an off-site storage system. Electronic storage of these financial 

documents permits financial institutions to eliminate storage of paper or "hard" copies of 
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these documents. The electronic storage of these documents also provides a means of 

retrieving the information from the on-site and off-site storage systems. 

Once the document is stored, the client may request an image of a particular stored 

document. Client requests are made to replace lost or stolen documents, for tax purposes, 

5 for proof of financial transactions, for legal disputes, and other similar matters. The 

client's request is inputted into a computer terminal at the financial institution. More 

specifically, conventional methods for obtaining an electronically-stored financial 

document enable an employee ofthe financial institution, such as a bank teller, to input the 

d: 
request into an interface incorporated into the computer terminal. The interface is inter-

-
- 1 0 linked with the on-site storage system. Typically, all requests for a particular period are 

-
= ::r 
~J1 

grouped together and subsequently downloaded for retrieval of the requested image by the 

!? 
::F 
'-'-,-

financial institution. The financial institution retrieves the image, e.g. a photocopy of the 

= 
~ 

check, and then distributes the photocopy to the client via facsimile, mail or hand delivery. 

?J 
u The storing, downloading, and retrieving of the financial document, including the 
~ 

""" d 1 5 
1J 

reproduction and the distribution of the document, are known in the industry as back office 

production. Back office production for financial institutions is particularly resource 

intensive, time consuming, and expensive. Also, back office production becomes 

increasingly expensive if the client requests a particularly old financial document because 

older financial documents frequently require more resources and time to locate and 

20 retrieve. 

The majority of financial institutions electronically store financial documents only in 

an on-site storage system and not in an off-site storage system. Consequently, these financial 

2 
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institutions are unable to outsource the responsibilities for the back office production to third 

party entities to alleviate the expenses and resources associated with the back office 

production. These financial institutions realize a significant financial burden since the back 

office production is concentrated strictly at the financial institution. 

5 Other financial institutions do electronically store financial documents in on-site and 

off-site storage systems. However, the methods utilized by these financial institutions to 

access the financial documents stored in the off-site storage system are deficient in that the 

interface utilized in such methods is only inter-linked with the on-site storage system. That 

i:J: 
is, there is no interface independently inter-linked with the off-site storage system. As a 

t;J 
1 0 i-=.. result, the financial documents stored in the off-site storage system can not be efficiently 

·= 
:F accessed. These financial institutions are still responsible for retrieving the requested 
L!1 
~~ 
!6 

financial documents through their back office production and their expenses remain high. 

d 
One such method of retrieving documents from on-site and off-sited storage systems is 

ij 

ij disclosed in United States Patent No. 5,784,610 to Copeland, III et al. 
l ~ = 
d 1 5 
11 

Due to the inefficiencies identified in the conventional methods used by financial 

institutions to obtain financial documents, it is desirable to implement a method for a 

financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from both on-site 

and off-site storage systems that reduces, if not eliminates, the back office production of 

the financial institution by providing a direct interface inter-linked with the off-site storage 

20 system. With such an interface, the responsibility for retrieving financial documents from 

the off-site storage can be outsourced to third party entities while still providing the 

3 
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financial institution with efficient access to any financial documents electronically-stored 

in the off-site storage system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION AND ADVANTAGES 

5 method for a financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial 

having a specific document parameter is disclosed. The specific document 

parameter i typically a particular numerical sequence, such as a record date of the 

ent. The method of the subject invention enables the financial institution 

to obtain the fi ancial documents from an off-site storage system. The off-site storage 

;:;:: 

j="lO system is remotel -located from an on-site storage system. The financial documents of the 

-o- financial institutio are maintained in the off-site storage system when the specific 
L~ 

document paramete of the financial document is greater than a predetermined parameter. 

The financial docum ts that are less than or equal to the predetermined parameter are 

U maintained in the on-sit storage system. 

institution receives a request for a financial document, the 

s the specific document parameter of the requested financial 

document to the predetermin parameter to determine if the specific document parameter 

is greater than, less than, or eq al to the predetermined parameter. A computer terminal 

located at the financial institutio is connected to both the off-site and on-site storage 

20 systems. utilized to access one of the storage systems in 

response to the comparison of the ecific document parameter to the predetermined 

parameter. For instance, if it is deterrn·ned that the specific document parameter is less 

4 
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;= 
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·-' . 
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1).. ::;=; n·) j!,J v/ 
15 

• • 
than or equal to the p edetermined document parameter, then the computer terminal 

accesses the on-site stora system. On the other hand, if it is determined that the specific 

document parameter of e financial document is greater than the predetermined 

parameter, then the compute terminal accesses the off-site storage system. 

After the com uter terminal accesses the appropriate storage system, identification 

data of the requested fi ancial document is inputted into the computer. More specifically, 

to access the on-site sto system, the identification data is input into a primary interface 

inked with the on-site storage system. To access the off-site 

storage system, an exit ction is selected at the primary interface and the identification 

data is then input into a s condary interface that is initiated upon selection of the exit 

function. The secondary i terface is specifically inter-linked with the off-site storage 

system. 

inally, after the identification data of the requested financial document is inputted, 

the requ ted document is then retrieved in order to reproduce the financial document, and 

distribute e financial document to an end user of the financial institution. 

The subject invention· therefore provides a method that enables financial 

institutions to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage 

system via a s ondary interface that is specifically inter-linked with the off-site storage 

system and the nancial documents electronically-stored in that system. As such, the 

20 fmancial institutio can selectively store financial documents in either an on-site storage 

system or the off-sit storage system, and the responsibility for the financial documents in 

the off-site storage sy tern can be outsourced to a third party entity. Therefore, the back 

5 
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office productt n of the financial institution associated with the retrieval and distribution 

ents stored in the off-site storage system·is strategically reduced or even 

ted. 

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other advantages of the present invention will be readily appreciated as the same 

becomes better understood by reference to the following detailed description when 

considered in connection with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a flow diagram schematically detailing an on-site storage system, and an 

:b10 off-site storage system in accordance with the subject invention; 

~15 
iJ 

20 

Figure 2 is a block diagram generally representing a method for a financial institution 

to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from the on-site and off-site storage 

systems; 

Figure 3 is a block diagram completing the method of obtaining electronically-

stored financial documents from the on-site storage system; and 

Figure 4 is a block diagram completing the method of obtaining electronically-stored 

financial documents from the off-site storage system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

· ng to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate like or corresponding parts 

throughout e several views, a method for a financial institution to obtain an 

tored financial document is schematically shown at 10 in Figure 1. The 

6 
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method introduce in the subject invention enables the financial institution to obtain the 

financial documen from an off-site storage system remotely located from an on-site 

storage system. Pre erably, the on-site storage system is located at the financial institution 

and the off-site stor ge system is located at a remote location distant from the financial 

5 institution. to 'outsource' the responsibilities 

Methods for financial institutions to obtain electronically-stored documents are 

frequently used by such entities as banks, credit unions, and other financially-oriented 

institutions. For illustrative purposes only, the description of the subject invention is 

i~ 10 discussed with reference to banks. However, as appreciated by those skilled in the art, 

other businesses, such as insurance companies, may also utilize similar methods and 

incorporate the aspects of the subject invention. 

Methods for banks to obtain electronically-stored financial documents are 

generally used by banks to rapidly and efficiently obtain financial documents for 

15 distribution to clients upon request. As described above, the financial documents for 

banks are usually paid checks, checking statements, and other related financial documents, 

and these documents include at least one specific document parameter. As appreciated by 

those skilled in the art, it is not the financial document (e.g. the paid check) itself that is 

electronically-stored. Rather, it is data included on the document such as a sequence 

20 number that is electronically stored to make up the financial document. The specific 

document parameter is preferably a particular numerical sequence. As appreciated, the 

specific document parameter of the financial document can include, but is not limited to, a 

7 
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record date or age of the document, a series number, or some other document identifying 

number of the financial document. More specifically, in the preferred embodiment of the 

subject invention, the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is the 

record date of the financial document. That is, the date that the particular financial 

5 document was created or posted. 

The financial documents are typically stored on microfiche, microfilm, digitally, or 

by some other electronic storage means. As appreciated, the electronic storage of the 

financial documents is frequently created by taking an electronic photo image of the 

document and storing the photo image in a computer system. One such digital electronic 

storage device is sold by Kodak under the name of IMAGELINK™ Digital Workstation 

(IDW). Electronic storage of these financial documents permits banks to eliminate storage 

of paper or "hard" copies of these documents. The electronic storage of these documents 

also provides an efficient means of retrieving the information from the on-site and off-site 

storage systems. This will be discussed further herein below. 

~15 As described above, the financial documents are electronically-stored in either the 
hi 

on-site storage system located at the bank or in the off-site storage system remotely 

located from the on-site storage system. More specifically, the subject invention includes 

the step of maintaining the financial documents in the off-site storage system when the 

specific document parameter of the financial document is greater than a predetermined 

20 parameter. Financial documents are maintained in the on-site storage system when the 

specific document parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the 

predetermined parameter. As appreciated, the document parameter of the financial 

8 
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documents stored in the off-site storage system may be greater than or equal to the 

predetermined parameter with the on-site storage system having documents only less than 

the predetermined parameter. 

Similar to the specific document parameter of the financial document, the 

5 predetermined parameter is also a numerical value. The predetermined parameter is 

specifically a numerical value predetermined by the bank. For instance, if the specific 

document parameter is a series number of a paid check and the series number is greater 

than the predetermined parameter which, in this case, would be an arbitrarily selected base 

~ 
series number, then the paid check would be stored in the off-site storage system. 

-
- 1 0 In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the predetermined numerical 

= 
:~ 
LF§ 

value is a date pre-selected by the bank. For instance, the bank may pre-select a date that 

,.-
., 
' -i= 

is one year before a current date-the current date being the actual date that the client 

--, requests the financial document. Of course, the bank may pre-select a date that is some 
g 
1 g 
::::? other time period before a current date (e.g. two or three years) without varying from the 
~ 
d 1 5 u scope of the subject invention. As such, if the record date of the particular financial 

document is older than one year, then the particular financial document is maintained in 

the off-site storage system. If the record date of the particular financial document is earlier 

than or equal to one year, then the particular financial document is maintained in the on-

site storage system. As discussed above, the document having record dates equal to the 

20 one year may be stored in the off-site or on-site storage systems. 

Once the financial document is maintained in the appropriate storage system, the 

bank is capable of receiving a request for the financial document from the client. In 

9 
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reality, the client is requesting an image of the stored financial document. As appreciated, 

clients request the image for various reasons. As discussed above, requests are typically 

made for replacing lost or stolen financial documents, for tax purposes, for proof of 

financial transactions, for legal disputes, and other similar matters. Ultimately, the bank 

5 retrieves the image, reproduces the image, and distributes the reproduced image to the 

·= :::: 

~15 
:.::: 

20 

requesting client of the bank. 

eferring now to Figure 1, the method for banks to obtain electronically-stored 

financial documents is discussed in detail. Initially, the requesting client requests a 

ancial document, such as a paid check. The client is typically a customer of 

the bank or ther financial institution. The client's request is inputted into a computer 

The computer terminal 11 will be discussed in 

From the c puter terminal11, the request is fed into a mainframe computer 12 at 

erred embodiment of the subject invention, if the client requests a 

financial document ha ing a record date earlier than or equal to one year before the current 

date, then the request, d other requests like it, are processed at the bank in the on-site 

storage system. That the requests are grouped together and downloaded to a 

downloading terminal 14 at he bank. The downloading may occur at particular intervals 

such as at the end of each day every three hours, etc. The sequence number of each check 

requested is then determined. document terminal 16 subsequently creates or reproduces 

the document, i.e., a photocopy f the check. The photocopy is then distributed to the 

client via facsimile, mail, or hand d livery. 
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It is known in the art that the majority of requests for financial documents are 

requests for documents which were created in the most recent year. That is, if the pre-

selected date is one year before the current date, as in the preferred embodiment, then the 

majority of requests are seeking fmancial documents having a record date earlier than or 

5 equal to the pre-selected date. The remaining document requests relate to financial 

documents that are older than one year. Since, as described in the Background of the 

Invention, retrieval of financial documents that are older than one year is particularly 

expensive, the preferred embodiment of the subject invention outsources all of the 

-= document requests which relate to documents having a record date later than one year 

d 
' 10 before the current date. As appreciated, the particular time frame which is outsourced is 

= 

=F 
'= 

not a critical feature of the subject invention and may be adjusted to meet the needs of any 
iH 
:~ 
!::a: particular financial institution. In fact, all of the document requests, including the most 

:J recent, may be outsourced using the outsourcing procedure ofthe subject invention. 
lj 

u 
u 

In the preferred embodiment, if the client requests a financial document having a 

:J 1 5 
ij 

record date later than one year before the current date, then the request, and others like it, 

are grouped together and downloaded from the mainframe computer 12 to an outsourced 

downloading terminal 18. As above, the downloading may be at particular intervals as 

needed. The sequence number is determined by a sequencing terminal 20. The sequence 

number is then sent back to the outsourced downloading terminal 18. An outsourced 

20 document terminal 22 then creates or reproduces the desired document which is then 

distributed to either the client or the bank. As appreciated, two document retrieval 

operations, one for the bank to retrieve financial documents having record dates earlier than 
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or equal to one year before the current date, and another to retrieve outsourced financial 

documents having record dates later than one year before the current date, preferably operate 

simultaneously. It is to be understood that the computer terminals and the accompanying PC 

bases are illustrated highly schematically in Figure 1 and are not intended to be limiting in 

5 any manner. For instance, the schematic illustration ofthe outsourced document terminal22 

need not include a computer terminal and an accompaiJ.Yin~e. Instead, the 

outsourced docwnent tennina122 is preferably some sort oftting ~ 
Referring to Figures 2 through 4, the method for banks~to obtain electronically-

stored financial documents is described in even greater detail. The request is first 

:;:,1 0 generated by the client. The request is then processed by the banlc The processing, 

' := retrieval and reproduction of the requested financial document is typically controlled by one 

interlinked computer software program. One such computer software program is a software 

program called Antinori Software Incorporated or ASI which is sold under the name of 

!J INNOVASION™ by Carreker-Antinori of Dallas, Texas. However, other frequently used 

=15 software programs include PEGA™ and Sterling™. Any of these computer software y 

systems can provide the necessary means for implementing the discussed procedures. 

The processing of the request is completed by a customer service tracking system 

and the computer terminal 11. The customer service tracking system assists the financial 

institution in receiving the request. More specifically, the customer service tracking 

20 system gives branches, customer service, and other bank departments the capability to enter, 

log, track, route and monitor the status of all requests for financial documents. The customer 

service tracking system also provides the capability to enter, log, track, route and monitor the 
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status of customer complaints and other customer service related items. 

Ab employee, such as a bank teller first determines a status of the requested 

document. re specifically, the employee compares the specific document parameter of 

the requested fi ancial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the 

specific document arameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined 

parameter. If the spe ific document parameter is a particular numerical sequence and the 

predetermined paramet is a predetermined numerical value, then the employee compares 

the particular numerical sequence of the financial document to the predetermined 

'. !="= 
numerical value to determin if the particular numerical sequence is greater than; less than, 

E=s 
::d 

~6 1 0 or equal to the predetermined umerical value. Further, if as in the preferred embodiment, 
~d 

·=-

L~ 
the particular numerical seque e is a record date of the financial document, and the 

~~ 
~~ 

predetermined numerical value i a pre-selected date, then the employee compares the 

d record date of the financial docume t to the pre-selected date to determined if the record 

~ 
hi date is later than, earlier than, or equal o the pre-selected date. 
ij 

=f 1 5 The customer service tracking system enables a bank employee, such as a bank teller, 
h= 

to submit the request. More specifically, the employee utilizes the computer terminal 11 

located at the bank and connected to both the off-site and on-site storage systems to access 

one of the storage systems in response to the comparison of the specific document 

parameter of the requested financial document to the predetermined parameter. For 

20 instance, when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is greater than 

the predetermined numerical value, the employee preferably utilizes the computer terminal 

11 to access the off-site storage system, and when the particular numerical sequence of the 
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financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value, the 

employee preferably utilizes the computer terminal 11 to access the on-site storage system. 

As discussed above, the documents have a numerical sequence equal to the predetermined 

numerical value may be stored in either the off-site or on-site storage systems. 

5 After the computer terminal 11 is utilized to access the desired storage system, the 

employee manually inputs identification data of the requested financial document into the 

computer terminal 11. More specifically, when the particular numerical sequence of the 

financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value, the 

employee inputs identification data into a primary interface and selects the requested 

d,1 0 document. Also, the primary interface preferably provides an option for the employee to 

select among several different output formats. The primary interface is inter-linked with 

the on-site storage system. In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the 

primary interface appears as follows and includes the identification data detailed below: 
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Account Number: 

Account Name: 
Address: 

City: 

Home Phone: ( ) 
Fax: ( ) 
-Service Code: 

State: 

For Items Posted Within A Year 
Copy of Statement Only 
Copy of Check/Deposit Ticket 
Check(s )/Deposit(s )<30 Items 
Statements and<30 Items 
Statements and> 30 Items 
Deposit Reconstruction 

Regardless of Posting Date 

• 
Prod Type: 

Customer Code: 

Zip Code: 

Work Phone: ( ) 

Savings Items 
Mise (GIL, Loans, Teller, Etc) 
Cash Letter Reconstruction 
Lockbox 
Legal Statement Only 
Legal Statement and Items 

Missing Transactions ·Returned Items 
Online (Backdated!Unposted)Encoding Error/Wrong Account 

EXIT FUNCTION 

Alternatively, when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is 

greater than the predetermined numerical value, the employee selects an exit function at 

the primary interface. The exit function distinguishes that the request is to be sent to an 

5 outsourcing third party entity. Upon selection of the exit function at the primary interface, 

a secondary interface, inter-linked with the exit function, is initiated. The secondary 

interface is inter-linked with the off-site storage system. The employee inputs 

identification data into the secondary interface and selects the requested document. Also, 

the secondary interface preferably provides an option for the employee to select among 
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several different output formats. Preferably, routing, or service codes will be generated 

automatically upon the initiation of the secondary interface and the inputting of the 

identification data into the secondary interface. The routing codes enable the bank to 

recognize that the request is being sent to the outsourced third party entity. Furthermore, 

5 the routing codes are configured to automatically forward the inputted identification data 

to the off-site storage system. The inputted identification data and the routing codes are 

forwarded into the mainframe computer 12 introduced above for temporary storage before 

transfer to the off-site storage system. This temporary storage also serves to defend 

against unexpected power outages, computer malfunctions, and the like. In the preferred 

embodiment of the subject invention, the secondary interface appears as follows and 

:~ includes the identification data detailed below: 

Account Number: 

Account Name: 
Address: 

City: 

Home Phone: ( ) 
Fax: ( ) 
Service Code: 

State: 

For Items Posted Prior to a Year 
Copy of Statement Only 
Copy of Check/Deposit Ticket 
Check(s )/Deposit( s )<30 Items 
Statements and<30 Items 
Statements and>30 Items 
Deposit Reconstruction 

Prod Type: 

Customer Code: 

Zip Code: 

Work Phone: ( ) 

Savings Items 
Mise (GIL, Loans, Teller, Etc) 
Cash Letter Reconstruction 
Lockbox 
Legal Statement Only 
Legal Statement and Items 
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Once the bank.employee has inputted the necessary identification data into either the 

primary or secondary interface, then retrieval of the financial document can continue. 

Specifically, the requested financial document is retrieved as defined by the inputted 

5 identification data. Two separate document retrieval procedures are discussed hereinbelow. 

One document retrieval procedure is for the financial documents having a record date earlier 

than or equal to the pre-selected date--one year before the current date in this example. The 

other document retrieval procedure is for the financial documents having a record date later 

= than the pre-selected date. As discussed above, the one year timing selected for the pre-
....., 
;d . 10 selected date is simply shown as an example and any suitable time frame may be utilized. In 
~ 

'~ 
~n 

fact, even all financial document retrievals may be outsourced to the third party entity. As 

~~ 
i=* also discussed above, the two separate document retrieval procedures will typically operate 

~ simult~eously. 

~ 
!) 

iJ 
With reference to the subject example, ifthe record date of the financial document is 

d 1 5 y earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, the remaining steps occur at the 

bank. As discussed above, these steps are known as the back office production of the bank. 

The request is first categorized by a research automation system. The research automation 

system automates the entire workflow of a bank's research and photocopy departments by 

sending requests to the appropriate sequence for processing. The downloading terminal 14 

20 serves to perform the research automation system's tasks. 

Photocopy requests are routed to an image control system, statement requests are sent 

to a document retrieval system, and requests for financial adjustments are routed to an 
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adjustment system. The document terminal 16 serves to perform these tasks. In the 

illustrated embodiment of the subject inventio~, the sample document request is for a paid 

check. Hence, the categorized sequence will be the image control system which handles 

photocopy requests. 

5 Referring now to Figure 3, after the request is categorized, the request is verified for 

completeness and accuracy. If the request is not complete then additional data is retrieved. 

The additional data is retrieved by using a sequence number retrieval system and/or an all 

items research system. Once the request is complete and accurate, then the image reference 

number can be determined. That is, once the request is complete and accurate, then the 

requested financial document can be electronically located in the on-site storage system. The 

,~ reference number may be a routing, sequence, or any other type of indicator. The reference 

number is determined by the image control system. The image control system is an image 

retrieval and routing management system which works in conjunction with Kodak's 

IMAGELINK™ Digital Workstations (IDW). Specifically, the image control system first 

diS connects to a network node. The network node is any type of storage device as is known in u 
the art. Preferably a Kodak network node is used. The network node drives the IDW to find 

the location of the image. by using the reference number. Specifically, the employee is 

prompted to verify that the correct media is loaded in the IDW such that the IDW can locate 

the image. The reference number for the document is known and the document image is 

20 now verified and located. 

The requested image can now be retrieved and reproduced. In other words a copy 

of the digitized document (the check) is created. The copy may be created by manually 
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pulling the microfilm, microfiche, or the like and photocopying the document. The copy 

may also be made by printing the document from a digitized record. The photocopy of the 

check is then distributed to the requesting client or other end user of the financial 

institution. Other end users of the financial institution include, but are not limited to, other 

5 financial institutions and federal and state governments. Additional information such as a 

photocopy report, a statement of charges, a research report and/or a daily status report may 

also be produced for the requesting client, the other end user, and/or the financial institution. 

The document retrieval system incorporated at the bank and the method for obtaining 

""' 
electronically-stored financial documents from the on-site storage system is now completed. 

= 
d 

0 - I Continuing with the subject example, if the record date of the financial document is 

~ 
,F later than one year before the current date, the automated retrieval of the financial document 
iF-
iH 

;r 
~::! 

is outsourced to the third party entity. To begin, a separate file is automatically generated at 

d the bank by the input of the identification data into the secondary interface. Referring 

.;:..: 

u specifically to Figure 4, the routing codes direct the request created on the separate file to be 
;:; 
~ 

d I 5 
'U 

routed separately to the outsourced third party entity. In the preferred embodiment of the 

subject invention, additional user ID's are created to allow only selected users into the 

secondary interface. The identification data stored in the separate file and the routing codes 

are downloaded to the off-site storage system for retrieval of the requested financial 

documents by the outsourced downloading terminal 18. Preferably, the identification data 

20 and routing codes are grouped into batches of common requests for optimum retrieval of 

the requested financial document by the outsourced third party entity at the off-site storage 

system. The downloading step may occur at any suitable predetermined interval. 
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Preferably, the downloading will occur three times a day. The downloaded documents are 

known in the industry as a basket of requests. 

The subject method further includes the step of creating a back-up file of the 

downloaded identification data and routing codes in the off-site storage system. The back-

5 up file acts as an emergency information source in case the mainframe computer 12 at the 

financial institution has a catastrophic failure. In addition, the outsourced third party entity is 

in direct connection with the mainframe computer 12 of the bank wherein the outsourced 

third party entity may produce a backup directory of each database file. This database 

backup is an additional safe guard for the financial institution. 

The downloaded identification data and routing codes are then categorized for 

processing in the off-site storage system. The research automation system categorizes this 

information in a like fashion as discussed above. In fact, the outsourced third party entity 

uses the same computer software package as the financial institution such that the flow of 

U information is optimum and not interrupted. As discussed above, the subject example 

diS request is for a paid check. Hence, the request will be categorized into the image control u 
system and a sequence number will be determined by the sequencing terminal 20. Also, a 

status to update the progress of the requested financial document is provided to the financial 

institution. 

After the request is categorized, the request, specifically the inputted identification 

20 data, is verified for completeness and accuracy. Ifthe request is not complete or accurate, 

then additional data is retrieved. In a similar fashion as above, the additional data is 

retrieved by using the sequence number retrieval system and/or the all items research 
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system. As appreciated, the outsourced third party entity may retrieve this information 

from the mainframe computer 12, via its direct line, or from its own backup database files. 

Once the request is complete and accurate, the image reference number can be 

determined. Again, as above, the reference number is determined by the image control 

5 system. 

The requested image is then retrieved. More specifically, the requested financial 

document is electronically located in the off-site storage system. Additionally, the 

requested financial document is also reproduced after the document is electronically 

located in the off-site storage system by the outsourced document terminal 22. In other 

i::£: 10 words, a copy of the digitized document (the check) is. created. A status file is then created 

,~ for the completed transaction. Also, a status of the request is sent to the financial 

institution wherein. the institution may update their records. The status updates, as well as 

the information connections, create a two way information exchange between the 

'U outsourced third party entity and the bank. 

d 15 The photocopy of the check is then distributed or digitally transferred to the 

requesting client, the financial institution, or other end users of the financial institution. In 

the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the photocopy of the request is 

distributed to the requesting client, etc. based on the routing codes. That is, in addition to 

directing the request to be separately routed to the outsourced third party entity, the 

20 routing codes also indicate an appropriate distribution for the request client or other end 

user. The request is now completed. 

A special circumstance occurs when the record date of one portion of the client's 
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request is earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, and when the record date 

of another portion of the client's request is later than one year before the current date. These 

types of requests are known in the industry as spanned requests. One solution is to 

incorporate an additional interface utilized when the employee of the bank is utilizing the 

5 computer terminal 11 and comparing the specific document parameter of the requested 

financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document 

parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. If the request is 

a spanned request, then the request will be split into two separate requests which can be 

handled simultaneously. A special notation would be put onto the requests such that they 
=, 

~10 may be put back together before distributing the documents to the client or other end user. 

+ Another solution simply notifies the inputting employee that two requests should be entered 

= =r 

-., 

= 

separately. A third solution sends the request to the back office production at the bank 

wherein the back office employees notify the outsourced third party entity by a separate 

'iJ request to retrieve the requested financial documents. 

The invention has been described in an illustrative manner, and it is to be 

understood that the terminology which has been used is intended to be in the nature of 

words of description rather than of limitation. Obviously, many modifications and 

variations of the present invention are possible in light of the above teachings. It is, 

therefore, to be understood that within the scope of the appended claims, wherein 

20 reference numerals are merely for convenience and are not to be in any way limiting, the 

invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifically described. 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. for a financial institution to obtain an electronically-stored 

an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site 

5 storage system wherein tH financial document includes at least one specific document 

parameter, said method comp ·sing the steps of: 

maintaining the fmancia document in the off-site storage system when the specific 

document parameter of the financi 1 document is greater than a predetermined parameter; 

maintaining the financial doc ent in the on-site storage system when the specific 

10 document parameter of the financial d cument is less than or equal to the predetermined 

parameter; 

receiving a request for the financial ocument at the financial institution; 

comparing the specific document p e r of the requested financial document to 

15 than, less than, or equal to the predetermined par 

utilizing a computer terminal located at the ancial institution and connected to 

the off-site and on-site storage systems to access one o the storage systems in response to 

the comparison of the specific document parameter of the equested financial document to 

the predetermined parameter; 

20 inputting identification data of the requested financial ocument into the computer 

terminal after the desired storage system is accessed; and 
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requested financial document as defmed by the inputted 

identification data. 

of the financial doc ent is a particular numerical sequence and the predetermined 

5 parameter is a predetermin d numerical value. 

3. t forth in claim 2 wherein the step of comparing the specific 

document parameter to the pr etermined parameter is further defined by comparing the 

particular numerical sequence of he financial document to the predetermined numerical 

~~ 
value to determine if the particular umerical sequence is greater than, less than, or equal 

!~ 10 to the predetermined numerical value. 
j= 

~d 
=F 
~j1 

4. A method as set forth in c im 2 wherein the particular numerical sequence 

'~ of the fmancial document is a record date o the financial document and the predetermined 
~d:: 

numerical value is a pre-selected date. 

5. A method as set forth in claim 4 Herein the step of comparing the specific 

d 15 document parameter to the predetermined parame r is further defined by comparing the 

record date of the financial document to the pre-sel ted date to determined if the record 

date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-select,~ate. 

6. A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein \ step of utilizing the computer 

terminal to access one of the storage systems is further de med by accessing the off-site 

20 storage system when the particular numerical sequence is gr ter than the predetermined 

numerical value and accessing the on-site storage system whe the particular numerical 

sequence is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical valu 
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7. ethod as set forth in claim 6 wherein the step of inputting identification 

data of the requeste financial document into the computer terminal is further defined by 

inputting identification data into a primary interface inter-linked with the on-site storage 

5 system when the particu ar numerical sequence of the financial document is less than or 

equal to the predetermined umerical value. 

8. t forth in claim 7 wherein the step of inputting identification 

data of the requested financial ocument into the computer terminal is further defined by · 

selecting an exit function at the p ·mary interface when the particular numerical sequence 

10 of the financial document is greater an the predetermined numerical value. 

9. A method as set forth i claim 8 wherein the selection of the exit function is 

further defined by initiating a second interface inter-linked with the off-site storage 

10. A method as set forth in clai 9 wherein the step of inputting identification 

15 data into the secondary interface is further de ed by selecting a desired output format for 

the requested financial document. 

11. A method as set forth in claim 9 er including the step of automatically 

generating routing codes upon the initiation of the s condary interface and the inputting of 

the identification data into the secondary interface. 

20 12. A method as set forth in claim 11 further ·ncluding the step of inter-linking 

the exit function with the secondary interface and co 1guring the routing codes to 

automatically forward the inputted identification data to the o f-site storage system. 
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13. A meth d as set forth in claim 12 further including the step of fmwarding 

temporarily storing the iden · fication data and routing codes in the mainframe computer. 

5 14. A method as s forth in claim 13 further including the step of downloading 

the stored identification data an routing codes to the off-site storage system for retrieval 

of the requested financial documen s. 

15. claim 14 further including the step of grouping the 

stored identification data and routing co es into batches of common requests for optimum 
= 
d 
= 1 0 retrieval of the requested financial docum t. 

:J 
= 
~F 16. A method as set forth in clai 14 further including the step of creating a 
ifi 
;~ i 

;F 
~_..:... 

back-up file of the downloaded identification ta and routing codes in the off-site storage 
:-

d system. 

:iJ 
hi 17. A method as set forth in claim 14 . er including the step of categorizing 
y 
d 1 5 
u 

the downloaded identification data and routing code for processing in the off-site storage 

system. 

18. A method as set forth in claim 17 further ·ncluding the step ofproviding a 

status of the requested financial document to update progre s to the financial institution. 

19. A method as set forth in claim 17 further incl ing the step of verifying the 

20 completeness and accuracy of the inputted identification data. 

20. A method as set forth m claim 19 wherein 
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requested financial doc ent is further defined by electronically locating the requested 

financial document in the of site storage system. 

21. A method as s t forth in claim 20 wherein the step of retrieving the 

requested financial document is her defined by reproducing the requested financial 

5 document after the requested fin document is electronically located in the off-site 

storage system. 

22. A method as set forth in cia· 21 further including the step of distributing 

the reproduced financial document to an end ser of the financial institution based on the 

routing codes. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A method for a bank to obtain an electronically-stored financial document is 

disclosed. The financial document includes a specific document parameter, such as a 

record date. The bank maintains the financial document in an off-site storage system when 

5 the record date is later than a pre-selected date and in an on-site storage system when the 

record date is earlier than or equal to the pre-selected date. The off-site storage system is 

remotely-located from the on-site storage system. The bank receives a request for the 

financial document from a client and compares the record date to the pre-selected date to 

determine if the record date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date. In 

10 processing the request, the bank utilizes a computer terminal connected to the off-site and 

on-site storage systems to access one ofthe storage systems in response to the comparison 

of the record date to the pre-selected date. After accessing the appropriate storage system, 

the bank inputs data into the computer terminal to identify the requested financial 

document and then retrieves the requested financial document. The bank then reproduces 

15 the requested financial document and distributes the requested financial document to the 

requesting client, or some other end user of the bank. 
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COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OFA TTORNEY 

FOR UNITED STATES PATENT APPLICATION 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated near my name below. 

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter of which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the inventio~ entitled: 

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY­
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

which is described and claimed in the specification of which: 

_x_ is executed on even date herewith; attorney docket number 60,419-002. 

was filed on ________ as United States Application Serial No. 
_________ , and was amended on ; attorney docket number 

I declare that this application is: 

_x_ a first filing. 

a continuation. 

_ a continuation-in-part. 

a divisional. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I do not know and do not believe my invention was known or used by others in the 
United States of America, or patented or described in a printed publication in any country before 
my invention thereof. 

I do not know and do not believe my invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in any country or in public use or on sale in the United States of America, more than 
one year prior to this application. 
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I acknowledge my duty to disclose information of which I am aware which is material to 

the examination of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section l.56(a). 

I hereby claim that no application for patent or inventor's certificate on this invention has 
been filed in any foreign country or in the United States of America prior to this application by 
me or my legal representatives or assigns except as follows: 

PRIORITY CLAIM 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §119(a)-(d) 
of the foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also 
identified below any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate filed by me on the 
same subject matter having a filing date before that of the application(s) of which priority is 
claimed. 

_x_ no such applications have been filed. 

such applications have been filed as follows: 

COUNTRY APPLICATION 
NUMBER 

DATE OF FILING 
(month, day, year) 

PRIORITY 
CLAIMED 
UNDER 37 USC 119 

Yes_ No_ 

I hereby claim priority to and all the benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §119(e) 
of any United States provisional application(s). 

no such applications have been filed. 

___x_ such applications have been filed as follows: 

APPLICATION 
NUMBER 

601129,021 

DATE OF FILING 
(month, day, year) 

April 13, 1999 
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I hereby claim priority to and all the benefits under Title 35, United States Code,§ 120 of 

any United States application(s) listed below. If t~e above identified application is a 
continuation-in-part application, I acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which became available between the 
filing date of the prior application and the national or Per international filing date of this 
continuation-in-part application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.63(e). 

X no such applications have been filed. 

such applications have been filed as follows: 

STATUS APPUCATION 
NUMBER 

DATE OF FILING 
(month, day, year) (patented, pending, abandoned) 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following attorneys and/or agent(s) to 
prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 
connected therewith with full power of substitution and revocation. (aB names listed with 
corresponding registration numbers) 

Raymond E. Scott 22,981 John E. Carlson 
Theodore W. Olds 33,080 David J. Gaskey 
Harold W. Milton, Jr. 22,180 Jeffrey A. Sadowski 
Kerrie A. Laba 42,777 William H. Honaker 
Samuel J. Haidle 42,619 Randall L. Shoemaker 
William Gottschalk 44,130 Kevin MacKenzie 
David LaPrairie 46,295 David Wisz 
Bharat C. Gandhi 35,146 

Please address all correspondence and telephone calls to: 

SAMUEL J. HAIDLE, ESQ. 
HOWARD & HOWARD 

1400 North Woodward A venue, Suite 101 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-2855 

(248) 645-1483 

3 

37,794 
37,139 
29,005 
31,623 
43,118 
45,639 
46,350 
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• • 
DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that all statements made hercin of my own knowledge are true and that 
an stat~ts made on ~nfoimation and belief are believed to be tt\le; and further that these 
statements were made with rhe knowledge that willful false statements and tho like so made are 
punishable by fine ·or imprisonment. or both. under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United Sta~s 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent iss1,1ed thereon. 

Dated: i1-\ ~- Oc.> 

Post Offioe and 
Residence Address: 

Citizenship: 

1607 Kirts 
Troy. MI 48084 

United States 

Dated: _q~~~~-~~~----.,...tW-­
r l 

Post Offiee and 
Re-.sidence· Address.: 

69 Tour.Une Road 

Richard J. Gagnon 

·Grosse Pointe Farms. 'MI 48236 

Citizenship: Unjted States 

4 
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• -mey Docket No., 60,419-002 

VERIFIED STATEMENT BY INVENTOR CLAIMING 
SMALL ENTITY STATUS [37 C.F.R. 1.9(0 and 1.27(c)] 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that I qualify as an independent 

inventor as defined in 37 CFR 1.9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees under 

Sections 4l(a) and (b) of Title 35, United States Code, to the Patent and Trademark Office 

with regard to the invention entitled: 

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY­
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

described in the specification filed herewith. 

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed and am under no obligation 

under contract or law to assign, grant, convey or license, any rights in the invention to any 

person who could not be classified as an independent inventor under 37 CFR 1.9(c) if that 

person had made the invention, or to any concern which would not qualify as a small 

business concern under 37 CFR 1.9(d) or a nonprofit organization under 37 CFR 1.9(e). 

Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed, 

or licensed or am under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or 

license any rights in the invention is listed below: None 

I acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any 

change in status result in loss of entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the 

time of paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance fee due after the date on 

which status as a small entity is no longer appropriate. [37 CFR 1.28(b)]. 
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• 
Actomcy Doclcot No.: 60.419-002 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are aue and 

that all statements made on info:rma.tion and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
. . 

·rhese statements were made with the knowledge that willful false stat.eulents· and the like so 

made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both. under Section 1001 of Title 18 of 

. the United States Code and that such willful false statemenrs may jeopardize the validity of 

the application oc any patent to which this verified statement is directed. 

oa~.~~--~'~J-~--o_o ______ _ 

Dated: _;__~ __ L_I_~-+!_(}I,_'b __ _ 
( 

G:\m\min-oritn\lp00002,patent\V~.doc 
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I. 
Case Docket No. ----'6=0=·-=-4=19::....--=0c...:::0-=6 __ _ 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Michael D. Schulze et al. 

Serial No.: 

Group Art Unit: 

Filed: 

For: 

Concurrent Herewith 

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY-STORED 
FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 AND 1.98 

Box Patent Application 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 and in compliance with 37 CFR 

1.56, Applicant hereby makes of record the items listed on the attached Form PT0-1449. 

Copies of the listed items are not being provided. 

Applicant notes the regulation set forth under 37 CFR 1.98(d) whereby a 

copy of any patent, publication or other information listed in an Information Disclosure 

Statement is not required to be provided if it was previously cited by or submitted to the 

office in a prior application, provided that the prior application is properly identified in the 

statement and relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120. 

Applicant wishes to note that the prior previous copending application in 

which the Information Disclosure Statement was filed is Serial Number 09/548,490, which 

was filed on April 13, 2000. 

1 

-

-
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• 
As stated in the earlier Information Disclosure Statement none of these items 

discloses the inventive concepts claimed in the subject application. 

Applicant respectfully asserts that the substantive provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 

and 3 7 CFR 1.98 are met by the provision of the foregoing statement. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees or 

credit to Deposit Account No. 08-2789. A duplicate of this letter is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OW ARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 

Samuel J. · e, Registration No. 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center 
39400 Woodward Avenue, Suit 101 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 -5151 
(248) 645-1483 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 "EXPRESS 
MAIL" Mailing Label No. EV 021 424 288 US and is addressed to the Box Patent 
Application, Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D. C. 20231 on March 
22,2002. 

G:\m\Mirrorlm\ip00006\patent\IDSLtr.doc 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Michael D. Schulze et al. 
10 //0'15'-( I 

~ Serial No.: 

Filed: Concurrent Herewith 

Zlb I 
Group Art Unit: ~ed 

Examiner: ~d 

For: :METHOD OF OBTAINING AN 
ELECTRONICALLY -STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Box Patent Application 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pleas~e application as follows; 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page I, please~ paragraph under the "Related Applications" section with 

the following; 

·s patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

0, now U.S. Patent No. _________ , which in turn claims priority to 

and all e advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 

601129,021, .which was filed on Aprill3, 1999. 

INTHECLAIMS: • / 

Please ~ms 72 and add the following new claims; 

method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial document 

ely-located from a second storage system wherein the 

first and second storage systems each inc ___ ~--......,;.a plurality of financial documents stored 

therein, said method comprising the steps of: 

1 
Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-006 
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• • 
a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first 

stem when a specific document age of the financial document is greater than a 

ston g a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second 

when a specific document age of the financial document is less than or 

equest for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

specific document age of the requested fmancial document to the 

predetermined age to etermine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or 

utilizing 

systems; 

inputting 

computer terminal; 

associated with the first and second storage 

data of the requested. financial document into the 

automatically accessing t e first storage system through the computer terminal 

when the specific document age is eater than the predetermined age and automatically 

accessing the second storage system through the computer terminal when the specific 

document age is less than or equal to th predetermined age; and 

retrieving the requested finan · al document as defined by the inputted 

identification data in the first fixed medi when the specific document age is greater 

than the predetermined age and in the seco fixed medium when a specific document 

age of the financial document is less than or eq al to the predetermined age. 

24. (N~w) A method as set forth in cla·m 23 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of fmancial documents in a first fixed m dium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of fmancial documents on microfilm. 

25. (New) A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents on microfiche. 

2 
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26. ew) A method• as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of storing a 

plurality of ancial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as 

electronically s ring the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium. 

27. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 further including the step of 

ested financial document after the requested fmancial document has 

been retrieved from associated storage system. 

distributing the reproduc 

codes. 

hod as set forth in claim 27 further including the step of 

mancial document to a financial institution based on routing 

29. (New) A method as et forth in claim 23 wherein the step of automatically 

accessing the first and second stor e systems is further defined as accessing only one of 

the storage systems at any one time. 

30. (New) A method as set fo in claim 23 wherein the specific document age of 

the financial document is a record date f the financial document and the predetermined 

age is a pre-selected date. 

31. (New) A method of obtaining electronically-stored financial document 

from a first storage system geographically lo ted at a first location, which is remotely­

located from a second storage system geogr hically located at a second location, 

wherein the first and second storage systems ach include a plurality of financial 

documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include at least 

one specific document parameter, said method comp ·sing the steps of: 

storing a plurality of financial documents in e first storage system at the first 

geographical location when the financial document is resented in a first geographical 

area; 

storing a plurality of financial documents in the second storage system at the 

second geographical location when the financial docum t is presented in a second 

3 
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r ceiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents; 

de rmining the geographical area in which the requested financial document was 

presented to determine the storage system in which the requested financial document is 

stored; 

a computer terminal associated with the first and second storage 

systems; 

inputting 

computer terminal; 

ntification data of the requested financial document into the 

essing the first storage system at the first geographical location 

through the computer te inal when the determined geographical area of the requested 

financial document is the st geographical area and automatically accessing the second 

storage system at the second eographical location through the computer terminal when 

the determined geographical ea of the requested financial document is the second 

geographical area; and 

retrieving the requested financial document as defined by the inputted 

identification data from the first st rage system if the requested financial document is 

located at the first geographical loc tion and from the second storage system if the 

requested financial document is located t the second geographical location. 

32. (New) A method as set forth: in claim 31 wherein said first and s.econd 

geographical locations are different from eac other. 

33. (New) A method as set forth in c 

geographical areas are different from each other. 

32 wherein said first and second 

34. (New) A method as set forth in claim 

parameter of the financial document is a particular nume 

wherein said specific document 

35. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wh ein the step of automatically 

accessing the first and second storage systems is further de ed as accessing. only one of 

4 
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• • 
the storag systems at any one time. 

36. ew) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the steps of storing a 

plurality of ancial documents in the first and second storage systems are further 

defined as stori g the financial documents in a fixed medium at one of ·the first and 

second storage sy ems based on the specific document age of the financial document. 

ethod as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the 

plurality of financial is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial doc 

38. (New) A method s set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the 

plurality of financial documen in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a 

plurality of financial documents o 

39. (New) A method as set orth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the 

plurality of financial documents in a xed medium is further defined as electronically 

storing the plurality of financial do cum en s in a fixed electronic medium. 

40. (New) A method as set forth claim 31 further including the step of 

reproducing the requested financial document fter the requested financial document has 

been retrieved from the associated storage syste . 

41. (New) A method as set forth in clai 40 further including the step of 

distributing the reproduced financial document to a 1 ancial institution based on routing 

codes. 

5 
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" • • 
REMARKS 

The subject preliminary amendment is being filed in conjunction with a 

Continuation Application. After entry of the preliminary amendment, claims 23 - 41 will 

be pending in the application with claims 23 and 31 being in independent form. No new 

matter is being introduced by the addition of these claims. 

The pending claims in the subject application are allowable over the prior art of 

record, which is listed on the enclosed PT0-1449. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the Application is presented in 

condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. The Commissioner is 

authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or credit the 

account for any overpayment. 

Date: March 22, 2002 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel J. Idle, Registration No. 42,619 
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101 
39400 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151 
(248) 645-1483 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 

I hereby certify that the enclosed Preliminary Amendment is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as Express Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope as 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee", Mailing Label No. EV 021 424 288 US and 
addressed to Box Patent Application, Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on March 22, 2002. 

Brenda J. Hughes 
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• • 
VERSION OF THE SPECIFICATION 

WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1, please amend the paragraph under the "Related Applications" section as 

follows; 

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent APPlication Serial No. 

=09=/~5~4=8.~4=9=0~.n=o~w~U=·=S~·~P=m=e=nt~N~o~·----------------~·~w~ru=·=ch~in~nun==clalinsprioricyto 

and all the advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 

60/129,021~ whlch was filed on April 13, 1999 [and is entitled "REMOTE DOCUMENT 

RETRIEVAL AND STORAGE SYSTEM"]. 
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