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E UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE $

B3/26/2817 DALLEN  ©896GA16 16184541

App. Serial No.: 10/104,541 81 FC:1461 268,88 0p
Patent No.: 6,963,866
Inventor: Michael D. Schulze
Title: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED

FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

85/26/2817 DALLEN 06886811 6963866

Filed: March 22, 2002 81 FC:1599 3985.080 0P
Group Art Unit: 2161

Confirmation No.: 6138

Attorney Docket No.: 8580.3001.001

NOTICE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(c) ‘ j:

Commissioner for Patents EE o
P.O. Box 1450 =5
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 — =

Dear Commissioner: ’

This notice under 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(c) is being filed to assert a loss of small entity
status for U.S. Patent No. 6,963,866. The Assignee/Inventors became aware that small
entity fees were submitted in error, as small entity status changed at or around June 28,
2004.

Included herein is an itemization of the total deficiency payment pursuant to
MPEP § 509 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(c)(2)(i1). All fees listed and paid are in U.S. dollars.
The Assignee/Inventors assert by way of signature below that each of these fees were
paid in good faith without any intent to deceive the Patent Office. Also submitted herein
is a check for payment of the $3345.00 deficiency due to fully satisfy the required large

entity fees for the subject patent.

Petitioner's Exhibit 1006
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U.S.S.N. 10/104,541

-2-

Itemization under 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(c)(2)(ii)

May 15, 2017

Current
Large Entity | Small Entity | Difference
Date Fee Description Fee Fees Paid (Amount Due)
5/25/2005 | Issue Fee $960.00 $700.00 $260.00
3.5 Year
10/20/2009 | Maintenance Fee | $1600.00 $490.00 $1110.00
Late Surcharge for
Maintenance Fee
10/20/2009 | Payment $160.00 $65.00 $95.00
7.5 Year
11/8/2013 | Maintenance Fee | $3600.00 $1800.00 $1800.00
Late Surcharge for
Maintenance Fee
11/8/2013 | Payment $160.00 $80.00 $80.00
TOTALS [ $6480.00 $3135.00 $3345.00
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_U.S.S.N. 10/104,541 -3- May 15, 2017

Conclusion

The Office is invited to telephone the undersigned registered attorney if doing so

would advance resolution of this matter.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-0852
for any required fees, or to credit that same deposit account with any overpayment
associated with this communication.

Respectfully submitted,

W“K S?mm 571/l

on K. Smith~ Date

Attorney for Assignee
Registration No. 73,822
Reising Ethington P.C.
P.O. Box 4390

Troy, Michigan 48099
(248) 689-3500

jj/;, w::

Michael D. Schulze / Date

Inventor/President of Assignee, Mirror
Imaging L.L.C.
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Certificate of Mailing

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service
with sufficient postage as certified mail in an envelope addressed to:

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
on May 18, 2017.

Signed: /Shannon K. Smith/
Shannon K. Smith, Reg. No. 73,822

P
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

ﬁaﬂﬂsd;‘g,gg;gima 22313-1450
| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
10/104,541 03/22/2002 Michael D. Schulze 60,419-006
CONFIRMATION NO. 6138
27305 POWER OF ATTORNEY NOTICE
HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS PLLC
450 West Fourth Street ORI RO
Royal Oak, M| 48067 00000009 1460217

Date Mailed: 05/18/2017

NOTICE REGARDING CHANGE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY
This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 05/16/2017.
* The Power of Attorney to you in this application has been revoked by the assignee who has intervened as
provided by 37 CFR 3.71. Future correspondence will be mailed to the new address of record(37 CFR 1.33).

Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/jtfitzhugh sr/

page 1 of 1

Page 5



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.uspto.gov
| APPLICATION NUMBER I FILING OR 371(C) DATE I FIRST NAMED APPLICANT I ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
10/104,541 03/22/2002 Michael D. Schulze 8580.3001.001
CONFIRMATION NO. 6138
23399 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER
REISING ETHINGTON P.C.
P O BOX 4390

ORI AR
TROY, MI 48099-4390 000000091460315

Date Mailed: 05/18/2017

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY
This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 05/16/2017.

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/jtfitzhugh sr/

page 1 of 1
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PTO/AIA/81A {02-15}
Approved for use through 01/31/2018. OMB 0651-0035
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number
b
( PATENT - POWER OF ATTORNEY potemt Humber 6963866 \
Issue Date November 8, 2005
OR First Named Inventor Michael D. Schulze
REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY  |— —
WITH A NEW POWER OF ATTORNEY Method of Obtainingan
Electronically Stored Financial
AND Document
\ CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS  [“Ritormey bocket o, | 8580.3001.001

| hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the above-identified patent.

m A Power of Attorney is submitted herewith.

OR . . . . . e .
. | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) associated with the Customer Number identified in the box at right as my/our
attorney(s) or agent{s) with respect to the patent identified above, and to transact all business in the United 23399
States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:
OR
| hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named below as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) with respect to the patent identified above, and to transact
all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

Practitioner(s) Name Registration Number

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the above-identified patent to:

The address associated with the above-identified Customer Number.
OR

B The address associated with the Customer Number identified in the box at right:
OR
Firm or
Individual Name
Address

City [ state | | zip |
Country

Telephone | €mail |

Patent owner. ) "3 \ .
Statement under 37/§FR 3. %I};)’(f rm PT?/G)IA/, 6) J}s‘ub@téa herewith or filed on

VNN ES RE of Applicant or Patent Owner
Signature /P VARVIRY Y Date S - [t~ (-
Name ;’ | fichael D. Schulzé/ S // Telephone Tk ~ SO - ij"
Title and Company | President, Mirror imaging L...C. v A

NOTE: Signatures of all the applicants or patent owners of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. If more than one signature
is required, submit multiple forms, check the box below, and identify the total number of forms submitted in the blank below.

Atotal of ! forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.31, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public, which is to update
{and by the USPTO to process) the file of a patent or reexamination proceeding. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is
estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending
upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to
the Chief information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THiS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2.
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PTO/AIA/96 (08-12)

Approved for use through 01/31/2013. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(c)
Mirror Imaging L.L.C.

Application No./Patent No.: 6963866 Filed/Issue Date:
Titleq: Method of Obtaining an Electronically Stored Financial Document

Applicant/Patent Owner:

November 8, 2005

Mirror Imaging L.L.C. . g limited liability company

(Name of Assignee) (Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.)
states that, for the patent application/patent identified above, it is (choose one of options 1, 2, 3 or 4 below):
1. The assignee of the entire right, title, and interest.

2. |:| An assignee of less than the entire right, title, and interest (check applicable box):

|_| The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is %. Additional Statement(s) by the owners
holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for 100% of the ownership interest.

|:] There are unspecified percentages of ownership. The other parties, including inventors, who together own the entire
right, title and interest are:

Additional Statement(s) by the owner(s) holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for the entire
right, title, and interest.

3. |:| The assignee of an undivided interest in the entirety (a complete assignment from one of the joint inventors was made).
The other parties, including inventors, who together own the entire right, title, and interest are:

Additional Statement(s) by the owner(s) holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for the entire
right, title, and interest.

4. |:| The recipient, via a court proceeding or the like (e.g., bankruptcy, probate), of an undivided interest in the entirety (a
complete transfer of ownership interest was made). The certified document(s) showing the transfer is attached.

The interest identified in option 1, 2 or 3 above (not option 4) is evidenced by either (choose one of options A or B below):

A. An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded in
the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel 913105 , Frame 0294 , or for which a copy
thereof is attached.

B. D A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as follows:

1. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.
2. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

[Page 1 of 2]
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
Page 8



PTO/AIA/96 (08-12)

Approved for use through 01/31/2013. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(c)

3. From: To:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel _ ~~ ,Frame__ , orforwhich a copy thereof is attached.
4. From: To:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel _ ~~ ,Frame__ , orforwhich a copy thereof is attached.
5. From: To:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.
6. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

|:| Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet(s).

As required by 37 CFR 3.73(c)(1)(i), the documentary evidence of the chain of title from the original owner to the
assignee was, or concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.11.

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment
Division in accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignment in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08]

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee.

/Shannon K. Smith/ May 16, 2017
Signature Date

Shannon K. Smith 73822

Printed or Typed Name Title or Registration Number

[Page 2 of 2]
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35
U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the
information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related
to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings
or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is
required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the
course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required
to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).
A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency’s
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under
authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA
regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the
public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were
terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to
public inspection or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 29225044
Application Number: 10104541
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 6138

Title of Invention:

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED FINANCIAL

DOCUMENT

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Michael D. Schulze

Customer Number:

27305

Filer:

Shannon Smith

Filer Authorized By:

Attorney Docket Number: 60,419-006
Receipt Date: 16-MAY-2017
Filing Date: 22-MAR-2002
Time Stamp: 15:40:12

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document Document Description File Name File Size( B){tes)/ Multl- 'Pages
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
86191
1 Power of Attorney 6963866POA-Signed.pdf no 1
85fb3eadB8bas539149c7fb8b384a75ae2592
91795
Warnings:
ng Page 11




The page size in the PDF is too large. The pages should be 8.5 x 11 or A4. If this PDF is submitted, the pages will be resized upon entry into the
Image File Wrapper and may affect subsequent processing

Information:

118238
) Assignee showing of ownership per 37 3-73¢-6963866.pdf o 3
CFR3.73
11835b6f4d00dd865a896dff47aa14781d8

b5448
Warnings:
Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes): 204429

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Case 2:08-¢cv-00295 Document2  Filed 07/29/2008 Page 1 of 1

% AO 120 (Rev. 3/04)

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
) Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.0O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

In Compliance with 35 U.5.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court ___E-astern District of Texas gy the following Patents or U] Trademarks:

DOCKE] §0cyv.005 | PATEFILEDG 2008 U.S. DISTRICT COURT & otern District of Texas
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

MIRROR IMAGING LLC SUNTRUST BANKS, INC., et al

TR R o | A " FOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK -

1 6,963,866 11/812005 Method of Obtaining an Electronically Stored Financial

2 Document

3

4

3

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
] Amendment 7] Answer ] Cross Bill [_] Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1

2

3

4

5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1-—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director  Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director  Copy 4—Case file copy
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@‘ ,?/ é ./05

N .- PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send‘%is form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
: Commissioner for Patents

g5 P.O. Box 1450
“ﬂ &/ Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
3, S/ or Fax  (703) 746-4000
INSTNW TONS: Thiw$dfm should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if requir'ed%. Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
approprieé &\ PRy <orrespondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
indicated un 3 1 fgctqd below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications,

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal, This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
gapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

27305 7590 05/20/2005 ave its own certificate of matiling or transmission. .
HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. . Certificate of Mailing or Transmission é&fﬂg
THE PINEHURST OFFICE CENTER, SUITE #101 [ hereby certify that this Fee%s Transmittal is being deposited\ with t#¢ United

States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
39400 WOODWARD AVENUE addressed to the Mail Sto| ISSUEPFEEgaddress above, or bein facsimie
BLOOMFIELD HILLS. MI 48304-5151 transmitted to the USPTO (}7)03) 746-4000, on the date indicated belfow.
. o {Depositor's name)
N\ 7 -
EVL1E8789Y4SUS  [Aafale (e
< y 05/25/2005 (0w
[ appLicaTIONNO. | FILING DATE [ FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO.
10/104,541 03/22/2002 Michael D. Schulze 60,419-006 6138

TITLE OF INVENTION: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT
. 05/22/2005 WABDELR3 00000086 10104541

i op
[ smaLLENTITY 00 OP 1SSUE FEE [ PusLicaTiON FEE | ToTaL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
YES .  $700 $300 $1000 08/22/2005
| EXAMINER ] ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
ALAUBAIDI, HAYTHIM J 2161 707-001000

1. Chante of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys Howard & Howard
[ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,

Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2

() “Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer | 2 re%;stered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Mirror Imaging L.L.C. Southfield, MI
Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ ndividual ‘Corporation or other private group entity (J Government
4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment of Fee(s):

l)d Issue Fee ' @ A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed.

IQ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) W Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

Q Advance Order - # of Copies 10 The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to

Deposit Account Number _ (382789 (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
Qda Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. Db Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

The Director of the USPTO is requested to %ly the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-a%ply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above,

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (iffrequired) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the Unit States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature __¢” Date _(05:/2 "';‘,/ 2005

Typed or printed name _Samuel J. Haidle RegistrationNo. _42 . 619
3

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1,311, The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit b¥ the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, an
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will va dégendin% upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce,%.o.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB contro] number.

PTOL-85 (Rev. 12/04) Approved for use through 04/30/2007. OMB 0651-0033  U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK QFFICE

(oim

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWw.uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

27305 7590 05/20/2005

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.
THE PINEHURST OFFICE CENTER, SUITE #101
39400 WOODWARD AVENUE

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304-5151

[ EXAMINER ]

ALAUBAIDI, HAYTHIM J

[ ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER ]

2161
DATE MAILED: 05/20/2005

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE I

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

10/104,541 03/22/2002

Michael D. Schulze

60,419-006 6138

TITLE OF INVENTION: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

[ APPLN. TYPE I SMALL ENTITY ] ISSUE FEE

PUBLICATION FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |

nonprovisional YES $700

$300 31000 08/22/2005

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.

PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED.

THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.

THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE

MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED.
SEE 35 U.S.C. 151.

STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED.

THIS
THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE

REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL

BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:
I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B -
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required)
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:

A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2
the ISSUE FEE shown'above.

IL. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be

completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted.

ITI. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to

Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail  Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

orFax  (703) 746-4000

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where

appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as

indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new cormrespondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block | for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

Fee(s) Transmittal. This cenigcate cannot be used for any other accompanying

gapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

27305 7590 05/20/2005 ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.
HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. . Certificate of Mailing or Transmission ) )
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304-5151 transmitted to the USPTO (?03) 746-4000, on the date indicated below.
(Depositor's name)
(Signature)
(Date)
L APPLICATION NQ. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
10/104,541 03/22/2002 Michael D. Schulze 60,419-006 6138
TITLE OF INVENTION: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT
I APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY I ISSUE FEE I PUBLICATION FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional YES $700 $300 $1000 08/22/2005
| EXAMINER [ ART UNIT | cuass-suscLass ]
ALAUBAIDI, HAYTHIM J 2161 707-001000

1. Chan3g6e315)f correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list

CFR 1 (1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1
(3J Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,

Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) the name of a single firm (having as a membera 2

[ “Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attomey or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attomeys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an ass{%nee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFKR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individuat [J Corporation or other private group entity (3 Government

4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment of Fee(s):
[ Issue Fee I A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed.
[ publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) Q Payment by credit card. Form PTQ-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Order - # of Copies X The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to
Deposit Account Number . (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) .
Qa Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. Ob. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).
The Director of the USPTO is requested to agply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above.

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is rec*_‘uired to obtain or retain a benefit b§ the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)

an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C, 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and

submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will va déﬁending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete

this form and/or sx:iggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.

R?x 1430_, A\l/e_xa_n 'ng,z}'{r iln‘;ggz.“a 13-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
exandria, Virginia - .

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O.Hox 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
Www.uspto.gov

[ appLICATION NO. ] FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ] ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. ]
10/104,541 03/22/2002 Michael D. Schulze 60,419-006 6138
27305 7590 05/2072005 , EXAMINER j
HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. ALAUBAIDI, HAYTHIM ]
THE PINEHURST OFFICE CENTER, SUITE #101
39400 WOODWARD AVENUE l ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48304-5151 2161

DATE MAILED: 05/20/2005

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 549 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 549 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571) 272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283.

Page 3 of 3
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Application No. Applicant(s)
. e 10/104,541 SCHULZE ET AL.
Haythim J. Alaubaidi 2161

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon pétition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. [X) This communication is responsive to the Amendment of December 30, 2004.

2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 44-50,55-68 and 70-103.

3. X The drawings filed on 22 March 2002 are accepted by the Examiner.

4. Acknowledgmeht is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)[J Al b)[] Some* c¢)[] None of the:
1. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. —_
3. [0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
- International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: __

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complylng with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. ] A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

6. [ ] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.
(a) [ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached

1) [ hereto or 2) [J to Paper No./Mail Date

(b) [ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date

ldentifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings In the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7.[] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. [X] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
2. [ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) - 6. [J Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date
3. [X Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. [0 Examiner's Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mail Date 1/24/05
4. [] Examiner's Comment Regardmg Requirement for Deposit 8. [ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
of Biological Material ~.e.dJother

U.S, Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050422
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,\&pplication/ControI Number: 10/104,541 Page 2
Art Urit: 2161

DETAILED ACTION
1. This communication is in response to the Amendment of December 30, 2004.
2. Claims 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 following the above amendment were presented

for examination.
3. The Independent Claims are 44, 71 and 93.
4, The Examiner acknowledges the cancellation of Claims 1-43, 51-54 and 69.

5. Claims 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 are allowable over the prior art of record.

Priority
6. Applicant claim priority for a provisional patent application filed on April 13, 1999

was granted.

Allowable Subject Matter
7. Claims 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 are allowed over the prior art of record.
8. The following is the Examiner’s statement of reasons for the indication of

allowable subject matter:

Regarding Independent Claims 44, 71 and 93, Applicant’s particular method for
storing and retrieving electronically-stored financial document on one storage system
remotely-located from a second storage system is the combination of the limitations of
comparing the specific document parameter of the requested financial document to the
predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter is greater

than, less than or equal to the predetermined parameter after the request has been

Page 19



Application/Control Number: 10/104,541 | Page 3
Art Unit: 2161

inputted; with the limitation of automatically accessing the first storage system through
the processing unite when the specific document parameter is greater than the
predetermined parameter and automatically accessing the second storage system
through the prdcéssing unite when the specific document parameter is less than or
equal to the predetermined parameter in combination with the other limitations of the
claims, was not disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, nor would have been
fairly suggested by the prior art of record or that encountered in searching of the prior
art.

The .dependent Claims 45-50, 55-68 and 70 being further limiting to independent
Claim 44; dependent Claims 72-92 being further limiting to independeht Claim 71; and
dependent Claims 94-103 being further limiting to independent Claim 93 definite and

enabled by the Specification are also allowed.

Other Prior Art Made of Record

9. Doran et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6212303) discloses a method and module system
for high speed processing of item images;

Josephson (U.S. Patent No. 5783808) discloses an electronic check presentment
system having transaction level reconciliation capability;

Cornelia et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6065026) discloses a multi-user electronic
document authoring system with prompted updating of shared language; and

Chowet al. (U.S. Patent No. 6029175) discloses an automatic retrieval of

changed files by a network software agent.
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Application/Control Number: 10/104,541 Page 4
Art Unit: 2161

~Conclusion
10.  The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

Applicant’s disclosure.

Points of Contact
11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Haythim J. Alaubaidi whose telephone number is (571)
272-4014. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to
4:30 PM.
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's
supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (571) 272-4023.
Any response to this office action should be mailed to:
The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or telefax at
our fax number (703) 872-9306.
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window of the

Randolph Building at 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Haythim J. Alaubaidi )
Apendts B

FRANTZCOBY
PRIMARY EXAMINER
Patent Examiner
Technology Center 2100
Art Unite 2161
April 25, 2005
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U.S. Patemt and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
'of 1995, no persons ore required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid

Substitute for form 1448A/PTO _ __ Complete if Known
Application Number 10/104,541 |
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE | Filing Date o March 22, 2002
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT | First Named lventor ~ Schulze etal. |
Art Unit 2161
{use as many sheets as necessary) _.E“x“a—t;\i;'\'er—N éme I Alaubai di, i’i_J"
I L Attorney Docket
Sheet | 1 jof 1 Number - 60,419-006
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
U.S. Patent Document | Publication Date Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns,
Examiner | Cite MM-DD-YYYY Applicant of Cited Lines, Where Relevant
Initials” | No.' Number-Kind Code? Document Passages or Relevant
A (if known) Figures Appear
H US- 5,910,988 06/08/1999 | Ballard
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Us-
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Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. This collection of information is required by
37 CFR 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confiderttiality is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFT 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the complated application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
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suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 0O NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO:
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Notice of References Cited ST AT
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
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Case Docket No.: 60,419-006 Date: January 18, 2005

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of:  Michael D. Schulze et al.

Serial No.: 10/104,541

Group Art Unit: 2161

Examiner: Alaubaidi, H.J.

Filed: March 22, 2002

For: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 AND 1.98

Mail Stop Patent Application
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 and in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56,
Applicant hereby makes of record the patents, publication, or other information listed on
the attached Form PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/O8A. Applicant respectfully requests that the
Office consider the patents, publications, or other information and make these of record

in the subject application.
Copies of the patents and publications are enclosed herewith. None of the
patents, publications, or other information being provided discloses the inventive

concepts claimed in the subject application.

Each patent, publication, or other information contained in the Information

Disclosure Statement was NOT cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in
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a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the
certification after making reasonable inquiry, each patent, publication, or other
information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was NOT known to any
individual designated in §1.56 (c) more than three (3) months prior to the filing of the

statement. Accordingly, it is believed that no fee is due.

In addition to the above, the Commissioner is authorized to charge Howard &
Howard Attorneys, P.C. Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or credit
any overpayment.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel J. ¥ajdle, Registration No.: 42,619
The Pinehurst Office Center

39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151
(248) 723-0334
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE  Filng Date March 22, 2002
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT FirstNamed Inventor — Schulze etal.
Art Unit 2161
(use as many sheets as necessary) Examiner Name Alaubaidi, H.J.
[ L Attorney Docket
Sheet | 1 [of |1 Number - 60,419-006
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
~ U.S. Patent Document ! Publication Date Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns,
Examiner Cite MM-DD-YYYY Applicant of Cited Lines, Where Relevant
Initials No.' Number-Kind Code’ Document Passages or Relevant
(if known) Figures Appear
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suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO:
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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and for PTO/08/A are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail,
postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner For Patents, P.O. Box 1450,

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on January 18, 2005.

damoire I Baas

4
Sandra L. Barry q
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Attorney Docket No. 60,419-006 \%’/

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

re application of: Michael D. Schulze et al.

Serial No.: 10/104,541 Group Art Unit: 2161
Filing Date:  March 22, 2002 Examiner: Alaubaidi, H.J.

For: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Dear Sir:

Applicant hereby requests reconsideration of the Official Action mailed on
11/26/2004. In particular, there are a number of limitations in independent claims 44, 71,
and 93 that are not addressed by the Official Action. As such, the rejections of these claims
is improper and the Official Action should be withdrawn.

In the Official Action, all of the independent claims, namely claims 31, 44, 71, and
93, stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as being anticipated by Behera (U.S. Patent Né.
5,187,750). The Examiner specifically recites the rejections in paragraphs a-m.
Paragraphs a-m track independent claim 31. Independent claim 44, 71, and 93, however,
include alterative and additional limitations not found in independent claim 31. The
alternative and additional limitations are not addressed at any point in the Official Action.

Each of the limitations of claims 31, 44, 71, and 93 are different from each other
and the Examiner is requested to review each independent claim independently from each

other. Further, independent claims 44, 71, and 93 include at least the following limitations

Howard & Howard Docket: 60,419-006
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not found in claim 31:

e comparing the specific document parameter of the requested
financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if
the specific document parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to’
the predetermined parameter after the request has been inputted (see
claim 44).

e comparing the specific document age of the requested financial
document to the predetermined age to determine if the specific
document age is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined
age after the request has been inputted (see claims 71 and 93).

e providing an outsourcing institution associated with the off-site
storage system and a requestor (see claim 93).

* associating the financial institution with the on-site storage system
wherein the outsourcing institution, requestor, and financial
institution are different from each other (see claim 93).

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.104, an Official Action is to be complete as to all
matters. The Official Action of 11/26/2004 is not complete and therefore should be
withdrawn. Regarding the Behera reference, this patent fails to disclose, teach, or suggest
a number of the claimed features of independent claims 44, 71, and 93. To expedite the
allowance of the subject application, claims 31-41 are being cancelled in a Fourth
Preliminary Amendment filed concurrently herewith.

It is respectfully submitted that the subject application is in condition for allowance.
Although no fees are believed due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees

or credits to Deposit Account No. 08-2789.

Howard & Howard Docket: 60,419-006
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Date: December 30, 2004

Howard & Howard Docket: §0,419-006

Attorney Docket No. 60,41 9-006

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

/

Samuer{. Haidle

Registration No. 42,619

The Pinehurst Office Center

39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151
(248) 645-1483
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Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-006

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: Michael D. Schulze, et al.

Serial No.: 10/104,541 Group Art Unit: 2161
Filed: March 22, 2002 Examiner: Alaubaidi, H. J.

Title: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document

FOURTH PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

Please amend the subject application as follows and consider the accompanying

remarks.

Howard and Howard Docket No.: 60,419-006

Page 45



Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-006

Amendments to the Claims

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the
application.

1. - 22. (Cancelled)

23. - 30. (Cancelled)
31.—41. (Cancelled)
42. - 43. (Cancelled)

44. (Previously Presented) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial
document from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage system
wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial
documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include at least one
specific document parameter, said method comprising the steps of:

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first storage
system when the specific document parameter of the financial document is greater than a
predetermined parameter;

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second
storage system when the specific document parameter of the financial document is less
than or equal to the predetermined parameter;

utilizing a computer terminal connected to the first and second storage systems
through a processing unit;

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents;

inputting the request into the computer terminal;

comparing the specific document parameter of the requested financial document to
the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter is greater
than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter after the request has been inputted;

automatically accessing the first storage system through the processing unit when
the specific document parameter is greater than the predetermined parameter and
automatically accessing the second storage system through the processing unit when the
specific document parameter is less than or equal to the predetermined parameter; and

retrieving the requested financial document, as defined by the inputted request, in

the first fixed medium when the specific document parameter is greater than the

2
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predetermined parameter and in the second fixed medium when a specific document

parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined parameter.

45. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and

second fixed mediums are different from each other.

46. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of financial documents on a physical media.

47. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as -

storing a plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm and microfiche.

48. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

49. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents on an electronic disc media.

50. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as
electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in an electronically retrievable

memory.
51. - 54. (Cancelled)

55. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

Howard & Howard Docket No.: 60,419-006
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56. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 55 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm or microfiche.

57. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and

second fixed mediums are the same.

58. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 57 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as
electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a first fixed electronic
medium, and wherein the step of storing a plurality of financial documents in a second
fixed medium is further defined as electronically storing the plurality of financial

documents in a second fixed electronic medium.

59. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence.

60. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific document age.
61. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 60 wherein the specific
document age of the financial document is a record date of the financial document and the

predetermined parameter is a pre-selected date.

62. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific account number.

63. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific check number.

64. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific payment date.

Howard & Howard Docket No.: 60,419-006
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65. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific monetary amount.

66. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including the
step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system.

67. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 66 further including the
step of distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on

routing codes.

68. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the step of
automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing

only one of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document.
69. (Cancelled).

70. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including an

outsourcing institution associated with the second storage system.

71. (Previously Presented) A method for a financial institution to obtain a stored
financial document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site
storage system wherein the financial document includes at least one specific document
parameter with the specific document parameter being defined as a specific document age,
said method comprising the steps of:

maintaining the financial document in the off-site storage system when the specific
document age of the financial document is greater than a predetermined age;

maintaining the financial document in the on-site storage system when the specific
document age of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined age;

utilizing a computer terminal associated with the financial institution and
connected to the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit;

receiving a request for the financial document;

5
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inputting the request into the computer terminal;

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the
predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or
equal to the predetermined age after the request has been inputted;

automatically accessing the off-site storage system through the processing unit
when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically
accessing the on-site storage system through the processing unit when the specific
document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and

automatically retrieving the requested financial document from the accessed

storage system as defined by the inputted request.

72. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the

step of processing the request to locate the requested financial document.

73. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 72 further including the
step of reproducing the requested financial document after the request has been processed

and retrieved.

74. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 73 wherein the steps‘of
processing the request, retrieving the requested financial document, and reproducing the

requested financial document are controlled by an interlinked computer program.

75. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the

step of feeding the request from the computer terminal into the processing unit.

76. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the

step of downloading the request from the processing unit into a downloading terminal.

77. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 76 further including the

step of transmitting the request from the downloading terminal to a document terminal.

78. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 77 further including the

step of reproducing the requested financial document through the document terminal.

6
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79. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 78 further including the
step of distributing the reproduced financial document to the financial institution based on

routing codes.

80. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the

step of categorizing the request.

81. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the
step of determining a sequence number of the requested financial document after the

request has been inputted.

82. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 81 further including the

step of determining an image reference number of the requested financial document.

83. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein the step of
retrieving the requested financial document is further defined by electronically locating the

requested financial document in the off-site storage system.

84. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein the step of
automatically accessing the off-site and on-site storage systems is further defined as
accessing only one of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial

document.

85. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the
step of inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer
terminal through a primary interface inter-linked with the on-site storage system when the
specific document age of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined

age.

86. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 85 further including the
step of inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer

terminal by selecting an exit function at the primary interface when the specific document

7
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age of the financial document is greater than the predetermined age.

87. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 86 wherein the step of
selecting the exit function is further defined by initiating a secondary interface inter-linked
with the off-site storage system and inputting identification data into the secondary

interface.

88. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 87 wherein the step of
retrieving the requested financial document is further defined as retrieving the requested

financial document as defined by the inputted identification data.

89. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the
step of storing the financial document in a fixed medium at one of the off-site and on-site

storage systems based on the specific document age of the financial document.

90. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of
storing the financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically

storing the financial document in a fixed electronic medium.

91. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of
storing the financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as storing the financial

document on microfilm.

92. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of
storing the financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as storing the financial

document on microfiche.

93. (Previously Presented) A method for a financial institution to obtain a stored
financial document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site
storage system wherein the financial document includes at least one specific document
parameter with the specific document parameter being defined as a specific documentbage,
said method comprising the steps of:

-providing an outsourcing institution associated with the off-site storage system and

8
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a requestor;

associating the financial institution with the on-site storage system wherein the
outsourcing institution, requestor, and financial institution are different from each other;

maintaining the financial document with the outsourcing institution in the off-site
storage system when the specific document age of the financial document is greater than a
predetermined age;

maintaining the financial document with the financial institution in the on-site
storage system when the specific document age of the financial document is less than or
equal to the predetermined age;

utilizing a computer terminal located at the financial institution and connected to
the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit;

receiving a request from the requestor for the financial document at the financial
institution;

inputting the request into the computer terminal at the financial institution after the
request is received;

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the
predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or
equal to the predetermined age after the request has been inputted;

automatically accessing the off-site storage system through the processing unit
when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically
accessing the on-site storage system through the processing unit when the specific
document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and

automatically retrieving the requested financial document from the accessed

storage system as defined by the inputted request.

94. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 93 further including the

step of processing the request to locate the requested financial document.

95. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 94 further including the
step of reproducing the requested financial document after the request has been processed

and retrieved.

96. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 95 wherein the steps of
9
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processing the request, retrieving the requested financial document, and reproducing the

requested financial document are controlled by a single computer program.

97. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 93 wherein the step of
automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing

only one of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document.

98. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 93 wherein the steps of
storing a plurality of financial documents in the first and second storage systems are
further defined as storing the financial documents in a fixed medium at one of the first and

second storage systems based on the specific document age of the financial document.

99. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of
storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

100. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of
storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing

a plurality of financial documents on microfilm.

101. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of
storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing

a plurality of financial documents on microfiche.

102. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 93 further including the
step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial '

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system.
103. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 102 further including

the step of distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based

on routing codes.
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Remarks

After entry of the subject Preliminary Amendment, claims 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103
will be pending in the Application. Claims 44, 71, and 93 are in independent form. Claims
31-41 are currently being cancelled to expedite the allowance of the subject application.

Claims 1-22, 23-30, 42-43, 51-54, and 69 were previously cancelled.

It is respectfully submitted that the Application, as amended, is presented in
condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. The Commissioner is
authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any fees or credit the account for
any overpayment.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD A HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel J. Haidle, Registration No. 42,619
The Pinehurst Office Center

39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151
Phone: (248) 645-1483

Dated: December 30, 2004
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I hereby certify that the enclosed Fourth Preliminary Amendment, Interview
Summary and Request for Reconsideration are being deposited with the United States
Postal Service as Express Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope as “Express Mail Post
Office to Addressee”, Mailing Label No. EV 612875665 US and addressed to
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on

Sandra Barry :7 J

December 30, 2004.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

<

In r;‘applicaﬁon of: Michael D. Schulze et al.

Serial No.: 10/104,541 Group Art Unit: 2161
Filing Date:  March 22, 2002 Examiner: Alaubaidi, H.J.
For: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document

INTERVIEW SUMMARY

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Dear Sir:

On December 17, 2004, Applicant’ s Representative, Sam Haidle, conducted a
personal interview with Examiner Haythim Alaubaidi. The purpose of the interview was
to discuss the Official Action of 11/26/2004._

During the course of the interview, all of the independent claims were discussed,l
which included claims 31, 44, 71, and 93. U.S. Patent No. 5,187,750 to Behera was also
discussed. In addition, the rejections of each of the independent claims was reviewed in
light of the particular claim limi;ations and the Behera reference.

The principal arguments presented to the Examiner were that the rejections did not
address all of the limitations as set forth in each of the independent claims and that the
Behera reference does not disclose all of the limitations set forth in these claims. The
Examiner conceded that at least one of the limitations in independent claims 44, 71, and 93
were not addressed in the Official Action. The Examiner suggested that Applicant prepare
and file a Request for Reconsideration of the Official Action to allow the Examiner an
opportunity to re-issue and/or clarify the Official Action. A Request for Reconsideration

is being filed concurrently herewith.
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The Examiner also conceded that at least one limitation in each of the independent
claims 44, 71, and 93 were not found in the Behera reference. Specifically, the Examiner
conceded that the “c omparing” and “a utomatically accessing” steps in these claims are
not anticipated by Behera. Further, the Examiner conceded that numerous additional
limitations in claim 93 are not anticipated by Behera.

As also discussed with the Examiner, Applicant is canceling claims 31-41 to
expedite the allowance of the subject application. A Fouth Preliminary Amendment is
being filed concurrently herewith canceling these claims.

Applicant respectfully requests that the subject Interview Summary, accompanied
Request for Reconsideration, and accompanied Fourth Preliminary Amendment be entered
and considered. In light of these clarifications, it is respectfully submitted that the
Application is presented in condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully
solicited. Although no fees are believed due, the Commissioner is authorized to charge
our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any fees or credit the account for any overpayment.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel N Haidle

Registration No. 42,619

The Pinehurst Office Center

1400 North Woodward Ave., Suite 101
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 -5151
(248) 645-1483

Date: December 30, 2004
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1 Application No. ‘ Applicant(s)
| 10/104,541 SCHULZE ET AL,
Office Action Summary Examiner AR Unit
Haythim J. Alaubaidi 2161

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1X Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 March 2002.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)(X This action is non-final.
3)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)X Claim(s) 31-41,44-50.55-68 and 70-103 is/are pending in the application.
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5] Claim(s)____is/are allowed.

6)X] Claim(s) 31-41,44-50,55-68,70-85 and 89-103 is/are rejected.

7)X Claim(s) 86-88 is/are objected to.

8)[] Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)['] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)[X] The drawing(s) filed on 22 March 2002 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[_] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
11)[_] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[_] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)LJ Al b)[] Some * ¢)[] None of: '
1. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. '
2. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) X Notice of References Cited (PT0O-892) 4) [] Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) [] Notice of Drafsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. ___
3) X information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/OS) 5) [ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
Paper No(syMail Date 3 and =T « 6) [:] Other:
U.8. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 9
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DETAILED ACTION
1. This communication is a first Non-Final office action in response to Application

No. 10/104,541 filed on March 22, 2002.

2. Claims 31-41, 44-50, 55-68 and 70-103 following the preliminary amendment of
June 9, 2004.

3. Independent Claims are 31, 44, 71 and 93.

4, Claims V31—36, 39-40, 44-46, 48-50, 55, 57-66, 68, 70-78, 80-85, 89-90, 93-99
and 102, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b).

5. Claims 37-38, 41, 47, 56, 67, 79, 91-92, 100-101 and 103, are rejected under 35
U.S.C. 103(a).

6. Claims 86-88, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim.

Priority
7. Applicant claim priority for a provisional patent application filed on April 13, 1999

was granted.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United
States.
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9. Claims 31-36, 39-40, 44-46, 48-50, 55, 57-66, 68, 70-78, 80-85, 89-90, 93-99
and 102, are rejected ﬁnder 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bailochan Behera

(U.S. Patent No. 5,187,750 and Behera hereinafter).

Regarding Claims 31, 44-46, 59-65, 71-72, 76, 85 and 93, Behera, discloses:

a- obtaining an electronically-stored financial document from a first
storage system geographically located at a first location (Figure No. 1, Element
No's. 10, 20, 30 and 30d {short-term storage} and corresponding text; see also
Col 4, Lines 17-23; see also Col 7, Lines 54-55);

b- which is remotely-located from a second storage system
geographically located at a second location (Figure No. 1, Element No’s. 50a, i.e.
Library Archival Storage and 50j, i.e. Optical Disk Jukebox; see also Col 4,Lines
25-68, i.e. long-term; see also Col 7, Lines 50-55)';

c- wherein the first and second storage systems each include a
plurality of financial documents stored therein (Abstract; see also Col 2, Lines 35-
43; see also Col 2, Lines 48-55);

d- wherein each of the financial documents include at least one
specific document parameter defined as a numeric sequence (Col 2, Lines 35-

38, i.e. 30-day supply; see also Col 5, Lines 1-13, i.e. certain account number on

! Please note that the plurality of the storages showing in Figure No. 1, such as, Element No. 20, 30d,
50a and 50j are in fact geographically located apart of each other since they are showing to be separate
storages, which reads on the limitations of Claim No. 1. in regard to the geographical locations of the
databases.
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certain days of the month; see also Col 6, Lines 42-49, i.e. monthly statements;
see also reference information; see also Col 3, Lines 52-60; see also Col 14,
Lines 43-68, i.e. Date (of capture of document intb the system); Account Number;
Check Number; Amount of Check. (The capture date is placed on the original
document via magnetic ink encoding);

e- storing a plurality of ﬁnancial documents in the first storage system
at the first geographical location (Figure No. 1, Element No’s. 10, 20, 30 and 30d
{short-term storage} and corresponding text; see also Col 4, Lines 17-23; see
also Col 7, Lines 54-55) when the particular numeric sequence of the financial
document is associated with a first geographical area (Col 7, Lines 1-9), i.e.

from the archival optical jukeboxes to a magnetic media

which holds data covering a period of 30 days only (to cover

the 22-day-banking-cycle monthly perlod) The actual check
images are related to an index file.

(see also Col 6, Lines 46-49)?

f- storing a plurality of financial documents in the second storage
system at the second geographical location (Figure No. 1, Element No’s. 503, i.e.

Library Archival Storage and 50j, i.e. Optical Disk Jukebox; see also Col 4,Lines

2 please note that the Examiner is interpreting the (30 days and/or the image reference {Col 6, Lines 46-
49} that was indexed) to be the numeric sequence of the claimed limitation according to the Specification
of the current Applications (see Page No. 2, Line 19& ie. partlcular period; see also Page 4 of the
preliminary amendment filed on June 9, 2004 the 3" line of the 3 paragraph, i.e. record date). The
Behera reference is storing certain check image files (with certain references) in the short-term
databases, i.e. Figure No. 1, Element No. 20 and 30d which the Examiner is interpreting to be the first
storage system located at location other then the second storage system, which is located at a different

location).
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25-68, i.e. long-term; see also Col 7, Lines 56-55) when the particular numeric
sequence of the financial document is associated with a second geographical
area (Col 7, Lines 1-9), i.e.

from the archival optical jukeboxes to a magnetic media

which holds data covering a period of 30 days only (to cover

the 22-day-banking-cycle monthly geriod). The actual check
images are related to an index file.

(see also Col 5, Lines 1-8; see also Col 4, Lines 63-67);

g- utilizing a computer terminal connected to the first and second
storage systems (Figure No. 1, Element No. 12 and 22 and corresponding text)

through a processing unite (Figure No. 1, Element No. 6 and corresponding text)ﬁ

h- receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial
documents (Figure No. 1C, Element No. 12; see also Col 4, Lines 24-25, i.e.
workstation 12 to access; see also Col 4, Lines 47-48, i.e. retrieve archive data

for viewing);

i- inputting the request into the computer terminal (Col 4, Lines 46-49,

i.e. may call up and retrieve);

% The same interpretation as above is being used for the long-term databases (second storage location)
where check image files with different indexes and different amount of days (more then 30 days) are
being stored at the second storage location (long-term storage, i.e. Figure No. 1, Element No. 50a and
50j).
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j- determining the particular numerical sequence of the requested

financial document to determine the stérage system (Col 5, Lines 1-8) i.e.
. The host proc;essor 6 can be pfogrammed to select certain

account numbers on certain days of the month and to cause

the monthly account data to be retrieved from the optical

disk jukebox;

k- automatically accessing the first storage system at the first
geographical location through the processing unite when the determined
numerical sequence of the requested financial document is associated with the
first geographical area (this limitation is a combination of limitation (e and j
above) except for the “accessing” part, which Behéra also discloses the
accessing feature of the first storage (Figure No. 1, Element No. 12 and
corresponding text; see also Col 4, Lines 24-25, i.e. A system operator can use a

workstation such as workstation 12 to access data from the SRM 10; see also

Col 7,Lines 46-47),

I- automatically accessing the second storage system at the second
geographical location through the processing unite when the determined
numerical sequence of the requested financial document is associated with the
second geographical area (this limitation is a combination of limitation (f and j
above) except for the “accessing” part which Behera also discloses the

accessing feature of the second storage (Col 5, Lines 1-8) i.e. “select”; see also
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Col 7,Lines 50-55, i.e. receive; see also Figure 1, Element No. 22 and

corresponding text; see also Col 4, Lines 43-48, i.e. workstation 22),

m-  retrieving the financial document (Col 5, Lines 1-8) i.e. “data to be

retrieved”.

Regarding Claims 32 and 33, Behera, discloses wherein the first and second
geographical locations are different from each other (Figure No. 1, Element No. 20, 30d,

50a and 50j, see footnote No. 1,‘above).

Regarding Claims 34 and 81, Behera, discloses wherein the particular numerical
- sequence is series numbers (Col 2, Lines 35-38, i.e. 30-day supply; see also Col 5,
Lines 1-13, i.e. certain account number on certain days of the month; see also Col 6,
Lines 42-49, i.e. monthly statements; see also reference information; see also Col 3,
Lines 52-60; see also Col 14, Lines 43-68, i.e. Date (of capture of document into the
system);- Account Number; Check Number; Amount of Check. (The capture date is

placed on the original document via magnetic ink encoding).

Regarding Claims 35, 68, 84 and 97, Behera, discloses accessing only one of
the storage systems at any one time (Figure No. 1, Element No. 12 and corresponding
text; see also Col 4, Lines 24-25, i.e. A system operator can use a workstation such as

workstation 12 to access data from the SRM 10; see also Col 7,Lines 46-47) and (Col 5,
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Lines 1-8) i.e. “select’; see also Col 7,Lines 50-55, i.e. receive; see also Figure 1,
" Element No. 22 and corresponding text; see also Col 4, Lines 43-48, i.e. workstation

22)*,

Regarding Claims 36, 39, 48-50, 55, 57-568, 90 and 99, Behera, Discloses storing
the financial document in a fixed medium at one of the first and second storage systems
(Figure No. 1, Element No's. 503, i.e. Library Archival Storage and 50j, i.e. Optical Disk
Jukebox) bésed on the particular numerical sequence (Col 2, Lines 35-38,4 i.e. 30-day
supply; see also Col 5, Lines 1-13, i.e. certain account number on certain days of the
month; see also Col 6, Lines 42-49, i.e. monthly statements; see also referencé
information; see also Col 3, Lines 52-60; see also Col 14, Lines 43-68, i.e. Date (of
capture of document into the system); Account Number; Check Number; Amount of
Check. (The capture date is placed on the original document via magnetic ink

encoding).

Regarding Claims 40, 66, 73, 78, 95 and 102, Behera discloses reproducing the

financial document after retrieval (Col 12, Lines 41-48).

Regarding Claim 70, Behera, discloses outsourcing institution associated with
the second storage system (Figure No. 1, Element No. 2, 3, 4A and 4B and

corresponding text; see also Figure No. 1B, Element No. 42, print subsystem)®

* Please note that workstation 12 of Figure No. 1, or workstation 22 of the same figure, is accessing an
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Regarding Claims 74 and 96, Behera, discloses an interlinked computer program

(Figure No. 1, Element No. 6 and corresponding text).

Regarding Claim 75, Behera, discloses feeding the request from the computer
terminal into the processing unite (Figure No. 1, i.e. see the line from Element No. 12 to

Element No. 10 and corresponding text).

Regarding Claim 77, Behera, discloses transmitting the request from the
download terminal to a document terminal (Col 4, Lines 28-30; see also Col 4, Lines 52-
56).

Regarding Claim 80, Behera, discloses categorizing the requests (Abstract, i.e.

The system retrieves and accumulates monthly groups of digital image data; see also

Col 9, Lines 19-21, i.e. group of 18,000).

Regarding Claim 82, Behera, discloses image reference number of the request

financial document (Col 6, Lines 47-49).

image of a check or a record or a financial document at one of the databases connected to them is
reading on the limitations of the claim according to the Behera reference (Col 4, Lines 24-25).

® Please note that the Examiner is interpreting the “outsource” to be similar to the printing environment
part with all its capabilities to be the same as Behera’s reference based on the Application specification in
Page 12, Lines 3-7.
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Regarding Claims 83 and 94, Behera, discloses locating the requested financial

document (Col 16, Lines 23-28).

Regarding Claims 89 and 98, Nehera, discloses storing the financial document

based on the specific document age (Col 2, Lines 35-37; see also Col 7, Lines 1-5).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
10.  The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

11.  Claims 37-38, 47, 56, 91-92 and 100-101, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a)
as being unpatentable over Bailochan Behera (U.S. Patent No. 5,187,750 and Behera
hereinafter) and Applicant’s own admitted prior art (Page 1, Background of the

Invention, section 2, Description of the prior art).

Regarding Claims 37-38, 47, 56, 91-92 and 100-101, Behera discloses all of the
claimed subject matter set forth above, éxcept the reference does not explicitly indicate
the storing of financial documents on a microfilm or on a microfiche. However, the

Applicant admits that storing financial documents on microfilms and microfiche are well
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known in the art (the current Application Page 1, Background of the Invention, section 2,
Description of the prior art).

Given the fact that the feature of storing documents on microfilms and/or
microfiches are well known in the art, it would have been obvious to a person of
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant’s invention to modify the teachings of
Behera by adding this feature limitation due to the known reliability of microfilms and
microfiches and for there known capabilities of m'aintaining data for long periods of

times.

12. Claims 41, 67, 79 and 103, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being
unpatentable over Bailochan Behera (U.S. Patent No. 5,187,750 and Behera

- hereinafter).

Regarding Claims 41, 67, 79 and 103, Behera discloses all of the claimed subject
matter set forth above, except the reference does not explicitly indicate thé step of
distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on routing
codes. However the Examiner takes Official Notice that the use of routing numbers is a
well known feature in the art as they are the most wildly used method for uniquely
identifying banks.

Given the intended broad application of Behera’s reference, it would have been

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant’s invention to
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modify the teachings of Behera by using the well know bank identification for distribution
of the bank statements in order to increase profits by maximizing the systems flexibility
by the use of an already established unique ID and to better integrate the current

system with other ones.

Allowable Subject Matter
13.  Claims 86-88, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim,
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of

the base claim and any intervening claims.

14.  The following is the Examiner’s statement of reasons for the indication of

allowable subject matter:

Regarding Claim 86, Applicant’s particular system and associated methods in an
environment for a financial institution to obtain a financial document from an off-site
storage system is the step of inputting identification data of the requested financial
document into the computer terminal by selecting an exit function at the primary
interface when the specific document age of the financial document is greater than the
predetermined age in combination with the other limitations of the claims, was not
disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, nor would have been fairly suggested

by the prior art of record or that encountered in searching of the prior art.
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The dependent Claims 87-88, being further limiting to dependent Claim 86,
definite and enabled by the Specification would also be allowed if its respective
dependent Claim 86 was rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of

the base claim and any intervening claims.

Other Prior Art Made of Record

15. Yeskel (U.S. Patent No. 6115509) discloses a high volume document image

archive system and method.

Conclusion
The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

Applicant’s disclosure.-

Points of Contact
16.  Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Haythim J. Alaubaidi whose telephone number is (571)
272-4014. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday ; Friday from 8:00 AM to
4:30 PM.
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (571) 272-4023.
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Any response to this office action should be mailed to:

The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or telefax at
our fax number (703) 872-9306.

Hand-delivered response should be brought to Crystal Park Il, 2121 Crystal Drive, ol

Floor Receptionist, Arlington, Virginia. 22202.

Faythim J. Alaubaidi

Patent Examiner
Technology Center 2100
Art Unite 2161
November 23, 2004

//SAFET METJAHIC
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of: Michael D. Schulze, et al.

Serial No.: 10/104,541 Group Art Unit: 2)/7{ 2 /é /
Filed: March 22, 2002 Examiner: Alaubaidi, Haythim J.
Title: Method of Obtaining Electronically-Stored Financial Document

Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-006

THIRD PRELIMINARY AIVIEND% EC E‘V E D

JUN 1 6 2004
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450 Technology Center 2100

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

Prior to examination of the above-identified application, please amend the subject

application as follows and consider the accompanying remarks.
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Amendments to the Specification

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 5, as follows;

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No.
09/548,490, now U.S. Patent No. 6,446.072 [[ 1], which in tum

claims priority to and all the advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application
Serial No. 60/129,021, which was filed on April 13, 1999.

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 4, line 5, as follows;

A method for a financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial
documents having a specific document parameter is disclosed. The specific document
parameter is typically a particular numerical sequence, such as a record date of the
financial document. The method of the subject invention enables the financial institution
to obtain the financial documents from a first or an off-site storage system. The first or
off-site storage system is remotely-located from a second or an on-site storage system.

In one embodiment, the [[The]] financial documents of the financial institution are

maintained in the first or off-site storage system when the specific document parameter

of the financial document is greater than a predetermined parameter. The financial
documents that are less than or equal to the predetermined parameter are maintained in

the second or on-site storage system.

When the financial institution receives a request for a financial document, the
financial institution compares the specific document parameter of the requested financial
document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document
parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. A computer
terminal located at the financial institution is connected to both the off-site and on-site

storage systems through a processing unit. The computertemninal processing unit is

~ utilized to automatically access one of the storage systems in response to the comparison

of the specific document parameter to the predetermined parameter. For instance, if it is
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determined that the specific document parameter is less than or equal to the

predetermined document parameter, then the eemputertemninal processing unit accesses

the second or on-site storage system. On the other hand, if it is determined that the
specific document parameter of the financial document is greater than the predetermined

parameter, then the ecomputer—temminal processing unit accesses the first or off-site

storage system.

Please delete the paragraph beginning at page 5, line 5, and ending at page 5, line
12.

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page S, line 13, as follows;

9,

Einally—afier-the-identification-data-of After the requested financial document is

inputted, the requested document is then retrieved in order to reproduce the financial
document, and distribute the financial document to an end user of the financial

institution.

The subject invention therefore provides a method that enables financial

institutions to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage

financial institution can selectively store financial documents in either an on-site storage

system or the off-site storage system, and the responsibility for the financial documents

in the off-site storage system can be outsourced to a third party entity. Further, the

documents can be stored in different fixed mediums, such as microfiche, microfilm

digitally. electronically, etc.. and can be stored in different geographical locations.

Therefore, the back office production of the financial institution associated with the
retrieval and distribution of financial documents stored in the off-site storage system is

strategically reduced or even completely eliminated.
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Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 6, line 20, as follows;

2

Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate like or corresponding
parts throughout the several views, a method for a financial institution to obtain an
electronically-stored financial document is schematically shown at 10 in Figure 1. The
method introduced in the subject invention enables the financial institution to obtain the
financial document from a first or an off-site storage system remotely located from a
second or an on-site storage system. Preferably, the on-site storage system is located at
the financial institution and the off-site storage system is located at a remote location
distant from the financial institution. This allows the financial institution to ‘outsource’

the responsibilities associated with obtaining the financial document.

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 10, line 7, as follows;

Referring now to Figure 1, the method for banks to obtain electronically-stored

financial documents is discussed in detail in accordance with a general scope of the

subject invention. Initially, the requesting client requests a particular financial
document, such as a paid check. The client is typically a customer of the bank or other
financial institution. The client’s request is inputted into a computer terminal 11 at the
financial institution. The computer terminal 11 will be discussed in more detail

hereinbelow.

From the computer terminal 11, the request is fed into a processing unit 12, which

is illustrated as a mainframe computer 12 at the bank. In the preferred embodiment of
the subject invention, if the client requests a financial document having a record date
earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, then the request, and other
requests like it, are processed at the bank in the on-site storage system. That is, the
requests are grouped together and downloaded to a downloading terminal 14 at the bank.
The downloading may occur at particular intervals such as at the end of each day, every
three hours, etc. The sequence number of each check requested is then determined. A

document terminal 16 subsequently creates or reproduces the document, i.e., a photocopy
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of the check. The photocopy is then distributed to the client via facsimile, mail, or hand
delivery.

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 13, line 2, as follows;

[[A]] In_accordance with one contemplated embodiment of the invention, a bank

employee, such as a bank teller first determines a status of the requested document. More
specifically, the employee compares the specific document parameter of the requested
financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document
parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parametef. If the
specific document parameter is a particular numerical sequence and the predetermined
parameter is a predetermined numerical value, then the employee compares the particular
numerical sequence of the financial document to the predetermined numerical value to
determine if the particular numerical sequence is greater than, less than, or equal to the
predetermined numerical value. Further, if as in the preferred embodiment, the particular
numerical sequence is a record date of the financial document, and the predetermined
numerical value is a pre-selected date, then the employee compares the record date of the
financial document to the pre-selected date to determined if the record date is later than,

earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date.

Please amend the Abstract as follows;

A method for a bank to obtain an electronically-stored financial document is
disclosed. The financial document includes a specific document parameter, such as a
record date. The bank maintains the financial document in an off-site storage system
when the record date is later than a pre-selected date and in an on-site storage system
when the record date is earlier than or equal to the pre-selected date. The off-site storage
system is remotely-located from the on-site storage system. The bank receives and
inputs a request for the financial document from a client and compares the record date to
the pre-selected date to determine if the record date is later than, earlier than, or equal to
the pre-selected date. In processing the request, the bank utilizes a computer terminal,

connected to the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit, to access
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one of the storage systems in response to the comparison of the record date to the pre-

selected date. After accessing the appropriate storage system, the bank inputs—data—inte

he-computertenning o-identifi-the-reguested-fnancial- documentand-then retrieves the
requested financial document. The bank then reproduces the requested financial
document and distributes the requested financial document to the requesting client, or

some other end user of the bank.
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Amendments to the Claims

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application.

1. - 22. (Cancelled)

23. - 30. (Cancelled)

31. (Currently Amended) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored
financial document from a first storage system geographically located at a first location,
which is remotely-located from a second storage system geographically located at a
second location, wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of
financial documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include

at least one specific document parameter with the specific document parameter being

defined as a particular numerical sequence, said method comprising the steps of:

storing a plurality of financial documents in the first storage system at the first
geographical location when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document

is associated with presented-in a first geographical area;

storing a plurality of financial documents in the second storage system at the

second geographical location when the particular numerical sequence of the financial

document is associated with presented-n a second geographical area;
utilizing a computer terminal connected to the first and second storage systems

through a processing unit;

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents;

inputting the request into the computer terminal;

determining the geegraphieal-area-in-which particular numerical sequence of the
requested financial document was-presented to determine the storage system in which the

requested financial document is stored;
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. s
automatically accessing the first storage system at the first geographical location

through the processing unit when the determined numerical sequence geegraphical-area

of the requested financial document is associated with the first geographical area.and

automatically accessing the second storage system at the second geographical location
through the processing unit when the determined numerical sequence geesraphical-area

of the requested financial document is associated with the second geographical area; and

retrieving the requested financial document, as defined by the inputted request,
identifieation—data from the first storage system if the requested financial document is
located at the first geographical location and from the second storage system if the

requested financial document is located at the second geographical location.

32. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein [[said]] the

first and second geographical locations are different from each other.

33. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 32 wherein [[said]] the

first and second geographical areas are different from each other.

34. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said-speeifie

a the particular numerical sequence is

further defined as a series number.

35. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the step of
automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing

only one of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document.

36. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the steps of
storing a plurality of financial documents in the first and second storage systems are
further defined as storing the financial documents in-a fixed medium at one of the first

and second storage systems based on the particular numerical sequence speeifie
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decument-age of the financial document.

37. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of
storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of financial documents on microfilm.

38. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of
storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of financial documents on microfiche.

39. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of
storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

40. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 31 further including the
step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system.

41. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 40 further including the
step of distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on

routing codes.
42. - 43. (Cancelled)

44. (Currently Amended) A method of obtaining an -electronically-stored
financial document from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage
system wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial

documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include at least

one specific document parameter, said method comprising the steps of:

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first
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storage system when [[a]] the specific document parameter of the financial document is
greater than a predetermined parameter;

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second
storage system when [[a]] the specific document parameter of the financial document is
less than or equal to t&e predetermined parameter;

utilizing a computer terminal connected to the first and second storage systems
through a processing unit;

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents;
inputting the request into the computer terminal;
comparing the specific document parameter of the requested financial document

to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter is greater

than, less than, or equal td the predetermined parameter after the request has been

inputted;

automatically accessing the first storage system through the processing unit when

the specific document paramel&ar is greater than the predetermined parameter and

automatically accessing the second storage system through the processing unit when the

specific document parameter is less than or equal to the predetermined parameter; and
retrieving the requested financial document, as defined by the inputted request,
identificatien—data in the first fixed medium when the specific document parameter is
greater than the predetermined parameter and in the second fixed medium when a
specific document parameter of the\ financial document is less than or equal to the

predetermined parameter.

45. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and

second fixed mediums are different from\each other.

46. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of

storing a plurality of financial documents \in a first fixed medium is further defined as
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storing a plurality of financial documents on a physical media.

47. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm and microfiche.

48. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

49. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents on an electronic disc media.

50. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as
electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in an electronically retrievable

memory.

51. - 54. (Cancelled)

“

55. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.
56. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 55 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm or microfiche.

57. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and
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second fixed mediums are the same.

58. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 57 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as
electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a first fixed electronic
medium, and wherein the step of storing a plurality of financial documents in a second
fixed medium is further defined as electronically storing the plurality of financial

documents in a second fixed electronic medium.

59. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence.

60. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific document age.

61. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 60 wherein the specific
document age of the financial document is a record date of the financial document and the

predetermined parameter is a pre-selected date.

62. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific account number.

63. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific check number.

64. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific payment date.

65. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific

document parameter of the financial document is a specific monetary amount.
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66. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including the
step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system.

67. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 66 further including the
step of distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on

routing codes.

68. (Currently Amended) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the step of
automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing

only one of the storage systems at any one time_to locate the requested financial document.
69. (Cancelled).

70. (Previously Presented) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including an

outsourcing institution associated with the second storage system.

71. (New) A method for a financial institution to obtain a stored financial
document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site storage
system wherein the financial document includes at least one specific document parameter
with the specific document parameter being defined as a specific document age, said
method comprising the steps of:

maintaining the financial document in the off-site storage system when the
specific document age of the financial document is greater than a predetermined age;

maintaining the financial document in the on-site storage system when the
specific document age of the financial document is less than or equal to the
predetermined age;

utilizing a computer terminal associated with the financial institution and
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connected to the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit;

receiving a request for the financial document;

inputting the request into the computer terminal;

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the
predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or
equal to the predetermined age after the request has been inputted;

automatically accessing the off-site storage system through the processing unit
when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically
accessing the on-site storage system through the processing unit when the specific
document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and

automatically retrieving the requested financial document from the accessed

storage system as defined by the inputted request.

72. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step of

processing the request to locate the requested financial document.

73. (New) A method as set forth in claim 72 further including the step of
reproducing the requested financial document after the request has been processed and

retrieved.
74. (New) A method as set forth in claim 73 wherein the steps of processing the
request, retrieving the requested financial document, and reproducing the requested

financial document are controlled by an interlinked computer program.

75. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step of feeding

the request from the computer terminal into the processing unit.

76. (New) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the step of

downloading the request from the processing unit into a downloading terminal.
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77. (New) A method as set forth in claim 76 further including the step of

transmitting the request from the downloading terminal to a document terminal.

78. (New) A method as set forth in claim 77 further including the step of

reproducing the requested financial document through the document terminal.

79. (New) A method as set forth in claim 78 further including the step of
distributing the reproduced financial document to the financial institution based on

routing codes.

80. (New) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the step of

categorizing the request.

81. (New) A method as set forth in claim 75 further including the step of
determining a sequence number of the requested financial document after the request has

been inputted.

82. (New) A method as set forth in claim 81 further including the step of

determining an image reference number of the requested financial document.

83. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein the step of retrieving the
requested financial document is further defined by electronically locating the requested

financial document in the off-site storage system.

84. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 wherein the step of automatically
accessing the off-site and on-site storage systems is further defined as accessing only one

of the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document.

85. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step of

inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer
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terminal through a primary interface inter-linked with the on-site storage system when
the specific document age of the financial document is less than or equal to the

predetermined age.

86. (New) A method as set forth in claim 85 further including the step of
inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer
terminal by selecting an exit function at the primary interface when the specific

document age of the financial document is greater than the predetermined age.

87. (New) A method as set forth in claim 86 wherein the step of selecting the exit
function is further defined by initiating a secondary interface inter-linked with the off-site

storage system and inputting identification data into the secondary interface.

88. (New) A method as set forth in claim 87 wherein the step of retrieving the
requested financial document is further defined as retrieving the requested financial

document as defined by the inputted identification data.

89. (New) A method as set forth in claim 71 further including the step of storing
the financial document in a fixed medium at one of the off-site and on-site storage

systems based on the specific document age of the financial document.

90. (New) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of storing the
financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically storing the
financial document in a fixed electronic medium.

91. (New) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of storing the

financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as storing the financial

document on microfilm.
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92. (New) A method as set forth in claim 89 wherein the step of storing the
financial document in a fixed medium is further defined as storing the financial

document on microfiche.

93. (New) A method for a financial institution to obtain a stored financial
document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site storage
system wherein the financial document includes at least one specific document parameter
with the specific document parameter being defined as a specific document age, said
method comprising the steps of:

providing an outsourcing institution associated with the off-site storage system
and a requestor;

associating the financial institution with the on-site storage system wherein the
outsourcing institution, requestor, and financial institution are different from each other;

maintaining the financial document with the outsourcing institution in the off-site
storage system when the specific document age of the financial document is greater than
a predetermined age;

maintaining the financial document with the financial institution in the on-site
storage system when the specific document age of the financial document is less than or
equal to the predetermined age;

utilizing a computer terminal located at the financial institution and connected to
the off-site and on-site storage systems through a processing unit;

receiving a request from the requestor for the financial document at the financial
institution;

inputting the request into the computer terminal at the financial institution after
the request is received;

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the
predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or
equal to the predetermined age after the request has been inputted;

automatically accessing the off-site storage system through the processing unit

when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically
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accessing the on-site storage system through the processing unit when the specific
document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and
automatically retrieving the requested financial document from the accessed

storage system as defined by the inputted request.

94. (New) A method as set forth in claim 93 further including the step of

processing the request to locate the requested financial document.

95. (New) A method as set forth in claim 94 further including the step of
reproducing the requested financial document after the request has been processed and

retrieved.

96. (New) A method as set forth in claim 95 wherein the steps of processing the
request, retrieving the requested financial document, and reproducing the requested

financial document are controlled by a single computer program.

97. (New) A method as set forth in claim 93 wherein the step of automatically
accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing only one of

the storage systems at any one time to locate the requested financial document.

98. (New) A method as set forth in claim 93 wherein the steps of storing a
plurality of financial documents in the first and second storage systems are further
defined as storing the financial documents in a fixed medium at one of the first and

second storage systems based on the specific document age of the financial document.
99. (New) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of storing the
plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

100. (New) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of storing the
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plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on microfilm.

101. (New) A method as set forth in claim 98 wherein the step of storing the
plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on microfiche.

102. (New) A method as set forth in claim 93 further including the step of
reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial document has

been retrieved from the associated storage system.

103. (New) A method as set forth in claim 102 further including the step of -
distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on routing

codes.
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Remarks

The specification has been amended to update the Related Applications section.
The specification has also been amended to update the Summary of Invention section and
Abstract in accordance with the current scope of the claims. Finally, the Detailed
Description section of the specification has been amended to coincide with the claim
amendments. No new matter is being introduced.

After entry of the subject preliminary amendment, claims 31-41, 44-50, 55-68, and
70-103 will be pending in the Application. Claims 31, 44, 71, and 93 are in independent
form. Claims 31-36, 44, and 68 are currently being amended. Claims 1-22 were
previously cancelled and claims 23-30, 42-43, 51-54, and 69 are currently being cancelled.
Claims 71-103 have been added.

Independent claims 31 and 44 have been amended to further clarify the claimed
invention. Similarly, dependent claims 32-36 and 68 have also been amended to clarify the
claimed subject matter in these claims and/or to correlate with the amendments to the
corresponding independent claims. Independent claims 71 and 93 have been added to
highlight additional unique combinations of the claimed invention. Although each of the
independent claims vary in scope, each of these independent method claims include the

following core steps:

e storing/maintaining a financial document in a first/off-site storage
system,

e storing/maintaining a financial document in a second/on-site storage
system,

e utilizing a computer terminal connected to the storage systems through
a processing unit,

e receiving a request for the financial document,
inputting the request into the computer terminal,
comparing a parameter of the financial document to a predetermined
parameter/determining a parameter of the financial document to
determine which storage system it is stored,

e automatically accessing one of the storage systems based on the
previous comparing/determining step, and

e retrieving the financial document, as defined by the inputted
request, from one of the storage systems.
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These method steps set forth a unique and unobvious combination that is not found
in the prior art of record. In particular, for the same reasons that the parent application was
allowed over the prior art of record, the subject application should similarly be allowed
over the prior art of record.

To assist the Examiner, a brief discussion of some of the steps is now provided.
Regarding the ‘utiliiing a computer terminal step’, the computer terminal can be connected
to the storage systems through any suitable means such as a networked or interlinked
combination, for example a LAN, WAN, etc. Also, the processing unit can be any suitable
device such as a mainframe computer or a networked server. The steps of ‘receiving a
request’ and ‘inputting the request’ can be done in any particular order and accomplished
either manually or electronically. Similarly, the ‘comparing of a parameter’ and
‘determining a parameter’ steps can be done either manually or electronically. The
‘accessing of the storage systems’ and the ‘retrieving the financial document’ steps are
performed through the processing unit such that these steps are performed electronically.

In summary, it is respectfully submitted that the Application, as amended, is
presented in condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. The
Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any fees or
credit the account for any overpayment.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD HOW ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel J. Hﬁi&le, Registration No. 42,619
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101
39400 Woodward Avenue

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151
Phone: (248) 645-1483

Dated: June 9, 2004
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
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P.O. Box 1450
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Dear Sir:

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 and in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56,
Applicant hereby makes of record the patents, publication, or other information listed on
the attached Form PTO-1449. Applicant respectfully requests that the Office consider
the patents, publications, or other information and make these of record in the subject
application. Copies of the listed items are enclosed. Applicant hereby notifies the
Examiner that the parent of the subject application, namely U.S. Patent No. 6,446,072, is
involved in a litigation which necessitated the submission of these patents and
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None of these items disclose the inventive concepts claimed in the subject
application. This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before
the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits so no fee is required.

However, should there be a fee associated with this document, you are authorized
to charge Deposit Account No. 08-2789 in the name of Howard & Howard Attomneys,
P.C. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel J. Haidle, Registration No.: 42,619
The Pinehurst Office Center

39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151
(248) 723-0334

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I hereby certify that the attached Information Disclosure Statement and PTO-
1449 are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, postage
prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on December 5, 2003.
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Brenda J. Hughes
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listed items are enclosed. The parent of the subject application is involved in a
litigation which necessitates the submission of these patents and publications.
Applicant apologizes for the volume of information being submitted.

In order to assist the Examiner, Application notes that U.S. Patent Nos.
6,269,380; 6,269,382; and 6,308,179 are believed to be the most relevant.
However, none of these items disclose the inventive concepts claimed in the

subject application. This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being

Page 113
— . 3 k3 "‘_4

\
1
a
i
1



~~

. I .
. ']
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Respectfully submitted,
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The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101
39400 Woodward Avenue

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151
(248) 723-0334

Dated: June 26, 2003
PTO-1449 w/32 Cited References

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I hereby certify that the enclosed Supplemental Information Disclosure
Statement and PTO 1449 is being deposited with the United States Postal Service
as first-class mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on June 26,
2003.

G:\m\MirrorImag\ip00006\patent\SuppIDSLtr.doc

__ Page 4™

Al



FILE MANAGEMENT INFORMATION GENERATING DEVICE

Patent Number JP3085649
-Pubhcathn date: 1991-04- 10

Inventor(s): - NASU TAKEHIRO
Applicant(s): | NEC CORP

'Ftequested Patent: :] JP3085649 ' .
Apptucatlon Number JP19890226046 19890830
Pnonty Number(s) B .

1PC Classrflcatnon G06F12100

'EC Classification:.

Equivalents: A

B i L s L v T s rovaine - L P N

Abstract S

PUHPOSE To obtain eﬁectwe management mformatlon promptly and correctly by provndmg a file
information processing means to process edst and output accumulated file lnforrnatlon in- conformlty to a flle
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| comparison part 10, an editing processing part 11, and an output processing part 12, and executes the
selection. processing of the file:information accumulated in the storage medium 13 by a disk name, a file
name and a date condition, and further, it executes alignment processing and comparison processing about:
the file information, and outputs a processed result as a busmess form Thus the necessary management '
‘mtormatlon can be easnly acqulred - . - ‘ R .

Data supphed trom the esp@cenet database - l2

AcS 0001327

hltp ina. espaccnet com/espacenel/abstract')CY—ep&LG en&PNP-JP3085649&PN =IP30... PAE2008




@intcl’ . mEIES
@06 F -12/00 3.,0"1-_«w

@B*E#ﬁﬁum
AE%%E—‘F"ﬁ(A)

ﬁm&&#% 5
BM4—5B L

®1§%¢Bﬁ w
W%s 85649
@Au *ﬁaﬁnwn4ﬁws

Lg%ymgﬁ',774wﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁi

288
W e
> >

rEE AR B

L Amoak

”g'774»wxmnmﬁxzf_f

:~nnu30nufg'

. e§t¢5774w1amnnnsemﬁfaﬂf:
Q7r4wvamm%1m167r4wfuhmxg;f

"hERE. 3V Ea=wd e X7 AREREAR

”f;;417=:m71&wnutnma»nkrsf“ﬂ
BT AANMNERERL . EMLR T A
AMRERRI rARLEFRAEREG-TRE, W

'ame15774wmnna%at WE? 7

:4»fﬂﬁmk&otﬁ£774mnutu¢aff
,sxvn27r4»nnnu¥a&anbnaf1Q
,Aaﬂﬂ*ﬂhtwféhttﬁ!zf&7v4wﬁif
'Gfanumﬁnl. ’

~nwmn-anm
(EBRLOHAHS)

O K ¥bﬁmw

& B 411(1989)85305 B . R
B A R B ﬁmsmzzs‘rasa#l% Blkﬁﬁ&itﬁ&m
m'atta&sxa& mmmzzs'ra'z#l%

sﬁask stemz mz:aa:n I (é_‘7._ﬁ-)";”f*".-'

ARmiEa r;~a/zraxum:anawgmf

WT;774»efata ROCEELEAMNERN -

L-g15774»%amumnazuutbg
(ﬁxmaﬁ) : ‘
X2 a.-—S’/ZTALHI76774k-"'

Fngrau 7¢zaalmaqrn¢5Atﬂm“
TLTHDRTVE., SOBE. XNF 1R I7RE

nmyr4»wﬁuonrmfumn#wman‘

B RS BB —RET Y r;-} zvarujtf
;kﬂenrusmau&ﬁx?4z7n!m»rgfv
,bahtuy&<,axuu@nofqzanzﬁfﬁ
’jvﬁaahtua.hwx:&/zvbt774
;wtraLx
'stnenﬁqrursAtmutaaL .
L ArE, FRE. sxsm7r4»mutbtugf
gau&ﬁﬁurnnf='

' R &r4zanluo:’

ﬁiu,/erxén—774mamwat'“

'naLxszL RBE. EFXIRREONT .
,.~wmutgaAbtrn-7y4watumua»“‘
CHhEz LT, x,hma

CA=Zr4mE L

...2_',.:'

ACS 0001328
© Page 116



tnoyr4wmmmaﬁvsxm&uswgnW

L RABMLHRTHEEN. IORKRORHER. LR
””naqrayabuxorusnr7r4mnng~
ElERY IR 2T ORNTS 9&&615L»

'H'lLTAﬂTb#R#&!?bvﬁﬁ
[ﬁﬂﬂl&bl kT&ll),

“twnuxrxrﬁotn
ﬁnnrn!#bo R
mautnara »n¢&)

o

: *nmwvr4wtamnmnazu a!z~5
gT&774ngnﬂnmstﬁzta7r4w} 
gfummexnfayr4mfmmmxw#mﬁ“

I ey A DN 1 EE S L L

7&:0774wmctnnuagkrwafa_*

BT

YEADSLG! Aﬁéh 774»'

.vennanruah', Sk

'fhmenﬁL ¢0714»73ﬁmnuzn~fA
CBZAEATE. I TAAEARRMARCS, W
{mavaa 714»nntumm¢ Fedo
- &, 774wa aﬂﬁﬁnazﬁnazamn}”g
;g.unumbs L ~ DR
BT PYT xem7r4»fanmnNto{;”
Ry 774»ﬂn:usat774»unnai :

luas4exmuuufb.;_m»

AR meNEREs Y. FexomERT Y
ARMRTHE I AAE KRB, BRSEN

ERAD A &nt7r4»ﬂﬂEQ§#13N
CEATeL

) 714»mnnuuum4u 7r4wfan“”
‘;nnesau nﬁnaunss.nnnqu 

9.774»«&&&;10 l:ﬂusxn
wHRABL2eMMT L, . :

 ERREMNESI 714m'ummﬂu£
LER . FAR7EARRNSE. T rAnaM

 774wm:zu$aa, R e
'?enz7r4wfammuﬁvrna agumfﬁ~””*“

: #Bﬁf '&— 856‘49(’2)’3

774!1«1’!“

’HL

tf&7r4kﬂﬂ§&¥&t.ﬁ27r4»?
Eﬁmkﬁvtﬂﬂ7rlhﬂﬂiﬂ¥ﬂslﬂ

.%aE7r4wnnua¥atawuu-faﬂuT
: : Yf*atttLrnﬁznrna T
EEURIIE. RROFATH . MATEE s
IrAAMRRT X IRRIEOB T rANK T
RTEAROATHENT. v R70eknryr ./
'»xwuﬂn»ﬁu$maLx9ﬁarn R R
b gmERR unmar4wnntezuar“j”
ANEPEREN, REENFCRS 4209

b,nu@mgau

Cen "

(ERA) AR SR

&L*nmnxunuaurmﬁthuruj$
”mra«A a0 SRR, SRR

a1au*kmm nﬁamnaem*fnvgg"'“‘
Aamrba.jp~w E

*xna0714w1amummnlu ‘
wamlweta774»fuﬁmxn¥&g

L MNE2E . TP AN ARERBIRY S
:4»nneunn13petayr4wmn:n
CEREVIrAAMERAMMS S ARmAN
MBS T A EARKASE, T Aan R
CREAST . BNARIARRASS, RARRE
LS. TTAAMRERS 1O, MANASLIE .
£ qwnasy2v5g§?r{pnpﬁa%atﬂ""

 qﬁﬂﬂB7.Bﬂﬁﬁ!ﬂnaU8tﬂﬂT5.

F A7 EARRABEE . TrAARBON

fﬁaurvr4»7ummmnn¢vmzzn
,Lf4zau:nourovr4»ﬂ«n&tzﬂ

’*5.714wmnau 774»& wnag“f
AEEBONRTHE, L
v7r4h£!ﬁﬂ!87ﬂ 774»f!mﬂﬂ 
"BRELT2r AN FABRMRTHRE AR 2
éﬂwauourw774»mnnataufa.yn

ENRREARSS8IY. TrArEIORREL

AT rAAERREMRTERANR BHemE.
‘an 1714»uontnuuo»tamfa.*jg,
RABRE 2. xe»anuauz»raﬁlgt*
LahR 714hﬂﬂL9ht.7rthl B'”
CHME Y IEARMER S, R
ZrTAALMRERE] 002 774»&L9u'f3
TokREFY. A— 774»;&»990&7-“
R tOEOMRENTT S, '

uauauxxumtnnau:»rasn

fus!euxvxu-aL &mnasxzuua,ff 

e

=378 -

ACS 0001 329
Page117




' 104«35 sk . ,
_ AFw7104THR. muazvyr4w01,f
.;}Ennw;sxuwaznnvr4»nntu»;‘

- ‘

'anfmatu:turm$fa SR

au *amnmwmtnautpmuaﬂsf

HZHQ?D—??~%L&7?E%T&
B 2777101L8HT

“n:utﬂmfayr4wfammvxﬁan
fwz:veaxra.su

o, 2777103L50.774»Mﬁ¥ﬂ§
IMI

f&uﬁlsikiﬂf6

dQX797105?u

P

*wmuz:wuraﬁﬁ#numasskxu.'

OFF&632177110L36

XERF T 1IO0TH., ARMAMNES
‘x9774wwaﬁmmnﬂauan aﬁaﬁﬁ“
L RIFARRMEFILLILLARTS. BN
5,1aﬁamz4v¢yon&euxry7111uv‘a

39.774#f!ﬁmﬂﬂtbf416ﬂ

’ﬂﬂﬁﬁmmsmuﬁvryr4wmut!ﬁLﬂQ 
LMREAR I SAAMEOACRARABONR

L. OFFZAURT »7112RBE. ©

L AT, TII2ESNT, BARMBIHT 7
4»earmmﬂ¢aaﬂtonnxauﬁer;”

CBARBEH S
_z-r-/7113&.an'c
-36.774waaﬁzas7

RBEFS. AL,
774&%&#9774»##&L
B LEY

SEXD .
Blobrr i A EANTREADL fmmagf
76774h§§ﬁmﬂﬂtﬂﬂszkafr:
KRZAF27102k80T. nuszﬁiﬂ

. ; *7r4wsgﬁmmnvsqan
”wvr4wfuﬁmnneaqL Frirme

;xaamngeﬁavzﬁvennta T IEN
B ?4193!&5&147¢vonasuz 

. LT77107L89L774wTEﬁmMHkﬁ“
C maan r«x?ilm7r4wuuoaf74

TrAnERERM
-ﬂ¢07r4wMHiﬂﬁmz4v+#0N&6

AERARBERASTREY. T
47+ #OFP% .
L XF97108TE. ARERMNSSCLY .
TrAAFARRARSPREIN Ty AN mk
IPRARRMEGILLILENRT S,
h. 774»anm!az4y+uonaeuzkf
rTdArERmAMREL. S T -
THELLRR 714»aaﬂzau&o1774.ﬁgg‘«

Ex=F AT ALDTRTOF IR -
]nanyr4wnnea»za TrANMRE
Qraaeuzrver_

274¢m#n;nﬂ

4zyaaﬂna ‘
aﬁﬁﬁzmn
maeaemnuuxotasn RIr4ANLMR.
Lout?rﬂwnﬂkuﬂloﬁmiﬂm&&”
RUBF4ZA7RBERA~
aakum

;um4Lx9774mfaﬁmﬁnvswan
}snan
PSP ENET S
"amzax4,+vonyeuz¢77106p
'ﬂso 0FF&6H1777112L‘K S
‘RFs7I06TR. aamunnasuzo?

X?&!Rﬂ!!6#lﬂL f03£t774

63177?108&36.

"77109L39

‘-s~f

lﬂL1777114.1151 mxmza”

UTL ﬁ3@¢m#1427uﬂtﬁib

ﬁBELmTA D04

RETE.

uta.yz“
u)?«17&A
”89 wna#eo
uvurnﬂﬂmat!ﬂta

?417&L;

savom¥ziaﬁauﬁ

xunovr4wf

774~nnuaurammatﬁaﬁﬁyf’
FrArERRE ARG

¢xyazuuaxju

tAb

BREMRLLTEATER »ouagﬁn ¢; v‘
Iwautuazurm»fa,u~ e T

3 ﬂﬁ0u#m&tmLonr n4m~n9.gr'“
fﬁmuruuuumfa. , e
4zaa:tw7yggw ;w
, ‘1734&3“1 «”774W73ﬁmtmf”
‘AHLR A . ‘ ST
u)r«rnr4zaulmvr4manti}ﬂ

u>#natnnunnurvr4»mntw5g“”

”’r&’

e xr&flOluxvmanovr4yf},;~"

f&ﬁmﬂﬂ#ﬁi?hb

aLzr77102?Vho774»famr?i
7x4¢nnI ”

ﬂumonsnahhmnru

—ars—

ACS 0001330

Page118



_fMﬁmx4v+uour»a#azv771oaf
x{Lso_f&tm7¢17$l(7427&A~i
DA AAMEFRSRERT IS LT
oAmeEEREAI3LEEREINS.
S EERFATTOARBI L LEOERARY
,;nuazuxarunssn 7:4&«;5!
_‘nus4uazna C - S .
.j51777105ru 774»fuﬁmﬂﬂ#‘
CPMEREL THMTH.

*Av+#onrbbbaxrv7106«39

;'jU7r4»faﬁmua#’nen,r4zaf
:g$!ﬂﬂﬂl4v+ﬁON?bbbh x+773}f

1072838,

Vyzrvr107ruvr4wfaﬁmun¢n'
_¢;ﬁt14zasvtuanb.bnaru74xj;
oA DHEBREATWEL L  BWSBER
ﬁisavr4wmwm¢vef4zth;piﬁﬂ
DT ANRREISHRAREA WeBERT X
3avr4wmnvnana xkew. x?vr.ﬁﬂ

T 08’\36.

fcéiﬂF‘:

 FRBIAIOT. EORERTE e EHE
T EORRRLNCNBERSIBRRTS . K
ke, 1797114«8& RN vV-VQ”
3777114ruuaa1eusu xrvﬁh

' 7115ruuammeﬁ5.m

CERLREI R, nmav-774w130u¢ﬁ

~[L¢!efafannuﬁmL RSN L1 R S I I
e jmmmun&nm Cae el

O RIBRERR O !ﬁnnnttmf1n7fH

L rB.m2BEEOMEERT IO - -k N

'ﬁ$3a~nsaua#n&wmutamfa

?thxnfaa IrALEAMRERREIL .

‘ e;-f;z?&tnf&tn?4zaalf}a;
fjn774»uueu»n&rvr4wnuentﬁ

KEEERL . 2077 AL ARERLTT (2
Qaz.774~s BH&RCIARBEER

!L!nﬂasxv7r4wﬂﬂkontnhw
. EMRREBT. RABAEERLLTEHTE
AL n»rsaue!tf&ramutnarfn‘

doryTe s,

RCEET 1 TN 7r4wfauanrw£,
MR (ALY RF (AP RRER=7 740
EBEROIPANBEELR tscu%maom{jﬁ

{ptﬂufa)etzeb-avrsa

-13:._,

4zyaaanaxf

“af,7i0BTE; 7r4wwukmmu#“;;.¢
T SMEhR . CoMTE, Yy e EERRRR P

*147+#oprr5aua‘7r4waaﬂnaf
‘nﬁbfuzrv7xxo«86

177711or714m13mmnn#a5‘

_gan.hmaraaﬁﬁnamz4v+#onr"_
R EBL . 1777111«90.774»raj“
_'mmmu¢naﬂﬁﬁﬁ:man BREARE
L HERRESLOX w#aﬁzna.hmaru;}
601 1IMROLORY KB R, BT B

L MRER. KR XF T LLI2ABE. .
AFITILITR. 77 A AFRERN R
COEHBNEBFPMIN . LOERCROTE
CARMHGHLNEL CORTIE TRM HRES
TRTVNENT. 7 ANBER IR~ BRHE - o O
.ynz&-(ni)tLrnnnaana.~om;»
R BEEBOMNERLNE. ST
':zrv7xlsru.zrv7112rn n~f‘
N (BBE) ELLE. 77 ANMROKRESR .
Qa,%ms;.bmnrua—774maAAA%:'

4 ;" 1 2 -

j(nmmmn)A> ‘ I AT
ST HERBLALY S I *nmm774»fgm”wf“
*ﬁnmnu:u:na TrANEREBOTHED
R ERMREBRASOERCRIIEHTEEN
B 2N nmanvr4»fam:unthuu»;'
fxauatu sf»;#aaﬁa‘

0&&.0774»ﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂ?b&

L ATV EANS. 2 MW, 3~77{ﬁ7”
?Wﬂ“'ﬂ"4m774ﬁﬂﬂﬂa“". ;Hg
FeroaBRAAS . .
. 7~774W&lﬁ£!ﬁ.8maﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬂ-w
 ﬁaa.9 EARME. 107 rAAMNLR
IR NERES FYY TN Tz-ghrnas. 13,[”

ARAANNE . 6

774»ﬂﬂ£&l#.j

KA #!t n e

'~14a

376 — .

ACS 0001331".

Pagell9;fﬁf'




'ngTj

Aut!uaaaé&‘q_.,‘ ——

I 774 ;pn“iu]

f104 '.

_L ..‘:"?'!s ’ ] o

lTlR}&amﬂ

774"’&!
SRR 717

oF : 1109g

[é'4”5!xz!]

108 e

»

END



cecl000SoV .

—ae—

7ring |

ERE T

T EOBOME

" AAA
At

‘i‘gp{l{xiﬁ:A;~m. S

3 22 "g-,j R

7rALG

£ RE

. EOROME

AAA
Bl
B2 "

62. 1.1

63. 1‘,. KA

LBy e
50. 1.1 LB o .l E
1 B U L

774:\4!&%14 -,1-
IR!EX47+ )

" }"!827'417& SO
. 774:»%!8&!14 -;5-
ﬁi?rfﬂr
' BMFBM!Z‘!‘ 7-1‘
,faﬁﬁwﬁd
BAES

4zasaanax4v+j”

LON
L ON: ™

- ON -

ABD

OFF

F4x2 °C

AR

Tring - EREB

7r4ing . ERB T

K {-a)éo:m -

c1 -
“c2.

52.1.1

052,11, € s |

oarv soral

L Fexz 0T

T4

‘wvﬁa‘

D1
D2

53, L
“53 1

T xomomE |

TAAA . 62.2.1-0

CAAA 62, 11

A2 so.x!
Bl 50,01
fert s s2. 1L
c2 . 52,1,

D1 5301,

B e j.-.

oo 60 wF »w

R
. .

EREE
. . e

F4RI%. EOROME "
o ‘

.

‘b2 . 83 10

ms




JrAAE . FERE F4R2E. tomOWR|

= AAA“ L
Al

. 62.2. 17
62.1.°1"
-50. 1.1

50.

A2 1

50.1.1-.
. 63.1.1.
53.1.71
53.1.1

bomm > >

"62.2.1 . A
62.°1.1 :- B

L fERB. F4r2&  tomomm|

63.1.1 B
R A B

ERE

FLRIE EOBORR

--.-63'-,1.. 1 ‘B_‘ﬁ- "L
6 2:;-'25'- 1 A -
‘52.‘11'1 - B

L o memL

CEEE F4Aou| HEER

63. 1.1 B. -
62..2.1: A .~

62.1.1- B —

=379

o pcsots
T Pagel22t -



¢ =sp@cenet - Document Bibliography and Abstract ~ . . ¢ Crageiory

DATA STORAGE SYSTEM FOR RELATIONAL DATA BASE

Patent Number ’ JP7064835
Pubhcatton date:. 1995-03{10 : R
Alnventor(s) E 'BABA NOBUYUKI " - .
Apphcant(s) '_;i NEC CORP " -~
Requested Patent Cl JP7064B35
Appttcatron Number JP19930229648 19930824
Priority Number(s): B e s .
| IPC Classification: - GOGF12/00 GOGF17/30

EC Classification: "~ . . :
Equivalents: = - T

PURPOSE To reahze a data storage system whrch mcreases the access speed of a relattonal data base
"and doesn't oppress the capacity of a storage device. -

CONSTITUTION:When data of the relational data base wrtl be- stored in the storage devrce data is not
$tored with a record as unit but is stored with each of data constituting a record as unit, and the address (nf .
-address) indicating the storage position of data of the next record of the same item and the address (nd ‘
't address) indicating the storage position of data. of the next item of the same record. are stored together with-
_data. At the time of retrieval, data is compared with.a retrieval condition with data like a name as unit; and,
‘when comparison results in coincidence, data of the address, the age, etc., is obtained from the nd address
“attached to this data. If it doesn't result in coincidence, data of the same rtem of the next record IS obtalned .
3 | Itrom the nf address andis compared wrth the retnevai condmon agam R

Data supplred from the esp@cenet database l2 .
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U.S.S.N: 10/104,541

Amendments to the Claims

O\

23. (Currently Amended) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored
financial document from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage
system wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial
documents stored therein, said method comprising the steps of:

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first

storage system wheg a specific document age of the financial document is greater than a

predetermined age;
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second
storage system when a specific document age of the ﬁnancial document is less than or
equal to the predetermined age;
receiving a reque$t for at least one of the stored financial documents;
comparing the spécific document age of the requested financial document to the
predetermined age to detenmine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or
equal to the predetermine
utilizing a feemy

second storage systems;

processing unit associated with the first and

inputting identificati data of the requested financial document into the
feomputertenminal} processing unit;

automatically accessing\the first storage system through the feemputerterminal}
processing unit when the specifjc document age is greater than the predetermined age
and automatically accessing the jecond storage system through the feemputerterminal}

processing unit when the specific document age is less than or equal to the predetermined

age; and

retrieving the requested ancial document as defined by the inputted
identification data in the first fixed medium when the specific document age is greater
than the predetermined age and in the\second fixed medium when a specific document

age of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined age.

Docket No.:  60,419-006
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24. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of
storing a plurality oflfinancial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of financial documents on microfilm.

25. (Previously \Added) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of

storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of findncial documents on microfiche.

26. (Previously Aldded) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of
storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

27. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 23 further including the
step of reproducing thefrequested financial document after the requested financial

document has been retrie fromhe associated storage system.

28. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 27 further including the
step of distributing the reproduiced financial document to a financial institution based on

routing codes.

29. (Previously Added)|A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of
automatically accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing

only one of the storage systems atiany one time.

30. (Previously Added) Almethod as set forth in claim 23 wherein the specific

document age of the financial doculnent is a record date of the financial document and the

predetermined age is a pre-selected date.

Docket No.:  60,419-006
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31. (Currently Amended) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored
financiyl document from a first storage system geographically located at a first location,
which is\ remotely-located from a second storage system geographically located at a
second locdation, wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of
financial doguments stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include
at least one specific document parameter, said method comprising the steps of:

storing\a plurality of financial documents in the first storage system at the first
geographical logation when the financial document is presented in a first geographical
area;

storing a plurality of financial documents in the second storage system at the
second geographicdl location when the financial document is presented in a second
geographical area;

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents;

determining the geographical area in which the requested financial document was
presented to determine the storage system in which the requested financial document is
stored;

utilizing a processing unit associated with the first and

second storage systems;

inputting identificatjon data of the requested financial document into the
feomputerterminal} processing unit;

automatically accessing the first storage system at the first geographical location
through the

of the requested financial document is the first geographical area and automatically

processing unit when the determined geographical area

accessing the second storage sy§tem at the second geographical location through the

fcomputer—terminal} processing ynit when the determined geographical area of the

requested financial document is the second geographical area; and

retrieving the requested ancial document as defined by the inputted
identification data from the first storpage system if the requested financial document is
located at the first geographical location and from the second storage system if the

requested financial document is located\at the second geographical location.

Docket No.:  60,419-006
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32. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said first and

second geographical locations are different from each other.

33. (Previously Adged) A method as set forth in claim 32 wherein said first and

second geographical areas ate different from each other.

34. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said specific
document parameter of the finangial document is a particular numerical sequence.

35. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the step of
automatically accessing the first ang second storage systems is further defined as accessing
only one of the storage systems at one time.

36. (Previously Added) A megthod as set forth in claim 31 wherein the steps of
storing a plurality of financial docurgents in the first and second storage systems are
further defined as storing the financial\ documents in a fixed medium at one of the first
the specific document age of the financial

and second storage systems based o

document.

37. (Previously Added) A method\as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of
in a fixed medium is further defined as
icrofilm.

storing the plurality of financial documen

storing a plurality of financial documents on

38. (Previously Added) A method as sgt forth in claim 36 wherein the step of
storing the plurality of financial documents in\a fixed medium is further defined as

storing a plurality of financial documents on micrafiche.
39. (Previously Added) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of
storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documeits in a fixed electronic medium.

Docket No.:  60,419-006
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40. (Previdusly Added) A method as set forth in claim 31 further including the

step of reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial

document has been retrieved from the associated storage system.

41. (Previously\Added) A method as set forth in claim 40 further including the
step of distributing the regproduced financial document to a financial institution based on

routing codes.

Please add following new claims;

Be

) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of utilizing a
processing unit is er defined as utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first
and second storage yystems.

ethod as set forth in claim 31 wherein the step of utilizing a

43. (New)

processing unit is er defined as utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first

44_ (New) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial document
from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage system wherein the
first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial documents stored
therein, said method comprising the steps of:

storing @ plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first

storage system when a specific document parameter of the financial document is greater

than a predetermingd parameter;

storage system when\a specific document parameter of the financial document is less
than or equal to the predetermined parameter;

receiving a requesh for at least one of the stored financial documents;

comparing the specific document parameter of the requested financial document
to the predetermined parametgr to determine if the specific document parameter is greater

than, less than, or equal to the ?ietermined parameter;

6
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utilizing b processing unit associated with the first and second storage systems;

inputting identification data of the requested financial document;

automaticaNy accessing the first storage system when the specific document
parameter is greater\than the predetermined parameter and automatically accessing the
second storage systery when the specific document parameter is less than or equal to the
predetermined parameter; and

retrieving the \requested financial document as defined by the inputted

identification data in thg first fixed medium when the specific document parameter is
greater than the predetetmined parameter and in the second fixed medium when a
specific document paramedter of the financial document is less than or equal to the

predetermined parameter.

45. (New) A method\as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and second fixed

mediums are different from each other.

46. (New) A method

plurality of financial document§ in a first fixed medium is further defined as storing a

s set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of storing a

plurality of financial documents ¢n a physical media.

47. (New) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of storing a
plurality of financial documents in\a first fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on one of microfilm and microfiche.

48. (New) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the step of storing a
plurality of financial documents in § second fixed medium is further defined as
electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

49. (New) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of storing a
plurality of financial documents in a sdcond fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financidl documents on an electronic disc media.
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50. (New) A method as set forth in claim 48 wherein the step of storing a
plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as
electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in an electronically retrievable

memory.

51. (New) A method as set forth in claim 48 further including the step of storing a

plurality of financigl documents in a third fixed medium.

52. (New) A\method as set forth in claim 51 wherein the specific document
parameter of the finangial document is a specific document age.

53. (New) A mathod as set forth in claim 52 further including the step of
migrating the financial ent from the third fixed medium, to the second fixed
medium, and then to the firgt fixed medium as the specific document age increases.

54. (New) A method 3s set forth in claim 51 wherein the first, second, and third
fixed mediums are different from each other.

5. (New) A method as set forth in claim 45 wherein the step of storing a

plurality \of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

56. (Neéw) A method as set forth in claim 55 wherein the step of storing a
plurality of finangial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financigl documents on one of microfilm or microfiche.

57. (New) A mgthod as set forth in claim 44 wherein the first and second fixed

mediums are the same.

58. (New) A methyd as set forth in claim 57 wherein the step of storing a

plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as
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electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a first fixed electronic

medium, anid wherein the step of storing a plurality of financial documents in a second

fixed medi is further defined as electronically storing the plurality of financial

documents in\a second fixed electronic medium.

59. (Ne

parameter of the

) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the specific document

ancial document is a particular numerical sequence.

60. (New)

parameter of the finapcial document is a specific document age.

method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document

61. (New) A method as set forth in claim 60 wherein the specific document age of
the financial document \is a record date of the financial document and the predetermined

parameter is a pre-selected date.

62. (New) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document

parameter of the financial dogument is a specific account number.

63. (New) A method set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document

parameter of the financial document is a specific check number.

64. (New) A method as s¢t forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document

parameter of the financial document i§ a specific payment date.

65. (New) A method as set forth in claim 59 wherein the specific document

parameter of the financial document is a specific monetary amount.

in claim 44 further including the step of
reproducing the requested financial documerit after the requested financial document has

been retrieved from the associated storage system.
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67. (New)\ A method as set forth in claim 66 further including the step of
distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on routing

codes.

68. (New) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the step of automatically -
accessing the first and §econd storage systems is further defined as accessing only one of

the storage systems at any one time.

69. (New) A method as set forth in claim 44 wherein the step of utilizing a
processing unit is further ed as utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first

and second storage systems

70. (New) A method as set forth in claim 44 further including an outsourcing

institution associated with the second storage system.

10
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REMARKS

After entry of the subject Second Preliminary Amendment, claims 23 - 69 will be
pending in the application with claims 23, 31, and 44 being in independent form. No new
matter is being introduced by the addition of claims 42 - 69.

The pending claims in the subject application are allowable over the prior art of
record. It is therefore respectfully submitted that the Application is presented in
condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. A check in the
amount of $252.00 is included to cover the excess claims fee. The Commissioner is
authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or credit
the account for any overpayment.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD/& HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel J. Haidle, Registration No. 42,619
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101
39400 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, M1 48304-5151

Date: May 15, 2003 (248) 723-0334

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I hereby certify that the attached Second Preliminary Amendment is being
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, postage prepaid, in an
envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,

Virginia 22313-1450, on May 15, 2003.

Brenda J. Hughes

G:\m\MirrorIm\patent\SecondPrelAmend.doc
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of:  Michael D. Schulze et al. Group Art Unit: To Be Assigned

Serial No.: To Be Assigned Examiner: To Be Assigned
Filed: Concurrent Herewith
For: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN

ELECTRONICALLY-STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Box Patent Application
Assistant Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

Dear Sir:

Please amend the application as follows;

IN THE SPECIFICATION:

Page 1, please replace the paragraph under the "Related Applications” section with
the following;

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No.
09/548,490, now U.S. Patent No. , which in turn claims priority to

and all the advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application Serial No.
60/129,021, which was filed on April 13, 1999.

IN THE CLAIMS:

Please cancel claims 1-22 and add the following new claims;

23. (New) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial document
from a first storage system remotely-located from a second storage system wherein the
first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial documents stored

therein, said method comprising the steps of:

1
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storing a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first
storage system when a specific document age of the financial document is greater than a
predetermined age;

storing a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second
storage system when a specific document age of the financial document is less than or
equal to the predetermined age;

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents;

comparing the specific document age of the requested financial document to the
predetermined age to determine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or
equal to the predetermined age;

utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first and second storage
systems;

inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the
computer terminal,

automatically accessing the first storage system through the computer terminal

when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically

accessing the second storage system through the computer terminal when the specific
document age is less than or equal to the predetermined age; and
retrieving the requested financial document as defined by the inputted

identification data in the first fixed medium when the specific document age is greater

than the predetermined age and in the second fixed medium when a specific document

age of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined age.

24. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of storing a
plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on microfilm.
25. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of storing a

plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on microfiche.
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26. (New) A method" as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of storing a
plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

electronically storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

27. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 further including the step of
reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial document has

been retrieved from the associated storage system.

28. (New) A method as set forth in claim 27 further including the step of
distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on routing

codes.

29. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of automatically
accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing only one of

the storage systems at any one time.

30. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the specific document age of
the financial document is a record date of the financial document and the predetermined

age is a pre-selected date.

31. (New) A method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial document
from a first storage system geographically located at a first location, which is remotely-
located from a second storage system geographically located at a second location,
wherein the first and second storage systems each include a plurality of financial
documents stored therein and wherein each of the financial documents include at least
one specific document parameter, said method comprising the steps of:

storing a plurality of financial documents in the first storage system at the first
geographical location when the financial document is presented in a first geographical
area;

storing a plurality of financial documents in the second storage system at the

second geographical location when the financial document is presented in a second
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geographical area;

receiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents;

determining the geographical area in which the requested financial document was
presented to determine the storage system in which the requested financial document is
stored;

utilizing a computer terminal associated with the first and second storage
systems;

mputting 1dentification data of the requested financial document into the
computer terminal;

automatically accessing the first storage system at the first geographical location
through the computer terminal when the determined geographical area of the requested
financial document is the first geographical area and automatically accessing the second
storage system at the second geographical location through the computer terminal when
the determined geographical area of the requested financial document is the second
geographical area; and

retrieving the requested financial document as defined by the inputted
identification data from the first storage system if the requested financial document is
located at the first geographical location and from the second storage system if the

requested financial document is located at the second geographical location.

32. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said first and second

geographical locations are different from each other.

33. (New) A method as set forth in claim 32 wherein said first and second

geographical areas are different from each other.

34. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein said specific document

parameter of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence.

35. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the step of automatically

accessing the first and second storage systems is further defined as accessing only one of
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the storage systems at any one time.

36. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the steps of storing a
plurality of financial documents in the first and second storage systems are further
defined as storing the financial documents in a fixed medium at one of the first and

second storage systems based on the specific document age of the financial document.

37. (New) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the
plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on microfilm.

38. (New) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the
plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on microfiche.

39. (New) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the
plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically

storing the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

40. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 further including the step of

reproducing the requested financial document after the requested financial document has

been retrieved from the associated storage system.

41. (New) A method as set forth in claim 40 further including the step of
distributing the reproduced financial document to a financial institution based on routing

codes.
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REMARKS

The subject preliminary amendment is being filed in conjunction with a
Continuation Application. After entry of the preliminary amendment, claims 23 - 41 will
be pending in the application with claims 23 and 31 being in independent form. No new
matter is being introduced by the addition of these claims.

The pending claims in the subject application are allowable over the prior art of
record, which is listed on the enclosed PTO-1449.

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the Application is presented in
condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. The Commissioner is
authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or credit the
account for any overpayment.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD & WARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel J. Hdidle, Registration No. 42,619
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101
39400 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151

Date: March 22, 2002 (248) 645-1483

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY “EXPRESS MAJIL”

I hereby certify that the enclosed Preliminary Amendment is being deposited
with the United States Postal Service as Express Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope as
“Express Mail Post Office to Addressee”, Mailing Label No. EV 021 424 288 US and
addressed to Box Patent Application, Assistant Commissioner for Patents,
Washington, D.C. 20231, on March 22, 2002.

A\ e iuch\Q \Ct(\kébfﬂng/\
S

Brenda J. Hughes
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VERSION OF THE SPECIFICATION
WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE

IN THE SPECIFICATION:

Page 1, please amend the paragraph under the "Related Applications" section as
follows;

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No.

09/548.490, now U.S. Patent No. . which in turn claims priority to

and all the advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application Serial No.
60/129,021, which was filed on April 13, 1999 [and is entitled "REMOTE DOCUMENT

RETRIEVAL AND STORAGE SYSTEM"].
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20

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY-
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This patent application claims priority to and all advantages of United States
Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/129,021 which was filed on April 13, 1999

and is entitled “REMOTE DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL AND STORAGE SYSTEM.”

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1) TECHNICAL FIELD

The subject inveﬁtion relates to a method for a financial institution to obtain
electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage system remotely-located
from an on-site storage system.

. 2) DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

Methods for obtaining electronically-stored financial documents are generally
known in the art. Financial institutions, such as banks and credit unions, utilize such
methods to rapidly and efficiently obtain financial documents for distribution to clients
upon request. Such financial documents include paid checks, account statements, and
other related documents. These financial documents are typically stored on microfiche,
m.icroﬁlm, digitally, or by some other electronic storage means. Further, these financial
documents are typically electronically-stored in an on-site storage system located at the
financial institution or in an off-site storage system. Electronic storage of these financial

documents permits financial institutions to eliminate storage of paper or "hard” copies of
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these documents. The electronic storage of these documents also provides a means of
retrieving the information from the on-site and off-site storage systems.
Once the document is stored, the client may request an image of a particular stored
document. Client requests are made to replace lost or stolen documents, for tax purposes,
5  for proof of financial transactions, for legal disputes, and other similar matters. The
client’s request is inputted into a computer terminal at the financial institution. More
specifically, conventional methods for obtaining an electronically-stored financial
document enable an employee of the financial institution, such as a bank teller, to input the
request into an interface incorporated into the computer terminal. The interface is inter-
linked with the on-site storage system. Typically, all requests for a particular period are
grouped together and subsequently downloaded for retrieval of the requested image by the
financial institution. The financial institution retrieves the image, e.g. a photocopy of the
check, and then distributes the photocopy to the client via facsimile, mail or hand delivery.
The storing, downloading, and retrieving of the financial document, including the

reproduction and the distribution of the document, are known in the industry as back office

production. Back office production for financial institutions is particularly resource
intensive, time consuming, and expensive. Also, back office production becomes
increasingly expensive if the client requests a particularly old financial document because
older financial documents frequently require more resources and time to locate and

20 retrieve.
The majority of financial institutions electronically store financial documents only in

an on-site storage system and not in an off-site storage system. Consequently, these financial
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institutions are unable to outsource the responsibilities for the back office production to third
party entities to alleviate the expenses and resources associated with the back office
production. These financial institutions realize a significant financial burden since the back
office production is concentrated strictly at the financial institution.
5 Other financial institutions do electronically store financial documents in on-site and
off-site storage systems. However, the methods utilized by these financial institutions to
access the financial documents stored in the off-site storage system are deficient in that the
interface utilized in such methods is only inter-linked with the on-site storage system. That
is, there is no interface independently inter-linked with the off-site storage system. As a
result, the financial documents stored in the off-site storage system can not be efficiently
accessed. These financial institutions are still responsible for retrieving the requested
financial documents through their back office production and their expenses remain high.
One such method of retrieving documents from on-site and off-sited storage systems is
disclosed in United States Patent No. 5,784,610 to Copeland, III et al.

Due to the inefficiencies identified in the conventional methods used by financial

institutions to obtain financial documents, it is desirable to implement a method for a
financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from both on-site
and off-site storage systems that reduces, if not eliminates, the back office production of
the financial institution by providing a direct interface inter-linked with the off-site storage
20  system. With such an interface, the responsibility for retrieving financial documents from

the off-site storage can be outsourced to third party entities while still providing the
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financial institution with efficient access to any financial documents electronically-stored

in the off-site storage system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION AND ADVANTAGES

5 A method for a financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial
documents having a specific document parameter is disclosed. The specific document
parameter is typically a particular numerical sequence, such as a record date of the
financial document. The method of the subject invention enables the financial institution
to obtain the financial documents from an off-site storage system. The off-site storage
system is remotely-located from an on-site storage system. The financial documents of the
financial institution are maintained in the off-site storage system when the specific
document parameter of the financial document is greater than a predetermined parameter.
The financial documents that are less than or equal to the predetermined parameter are
maintained in the on-site storage system.

When the financial institution receives a request for a financial document, the

financial institution compares the specific document parameter of the requested financial
document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter
is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. A computer terminal
located at the financial institution is connected to both the off-site and on-site storage
20  systems. The computer terminal is utilized to access one of the storage systems in
response to the comparison of the specific document parameter to the predetermined

parameter. For instance, if it is determined that the specific document parameter is less
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than or equal to the predetermined document parameter, then the computer terminal
accesses the on-site storage system. On the other hand, if it is determined that the specific
document parameter of the financial document is greater than the predetermined
parameter, then the computer terminal accesses the off-site storage system.
5 After the computer terminal accesses the appropriate storage system, identification
data of the requested financial document is inputted into the computer. More specifically,
to access the on-site storage system, the identification data is input into a primary interface
that is specifically inter-linked with the on-site storage system. To access the off-site
storage system, an exit function is selected at the primary interface and the identification
data is then input into a secondary interface that is initiated upon selection of the exit
function. The secondary interface is specifically inter-linked with the off-site storage
system.
Finally, after the identification data of the requested financial document is inputted,
the requested document is then retrieved in order to reproduce the financial document, and

distribute the financial document to an end user of the financial institution.

The subject invention therefore provides a method that enables financial
institutions to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage
system via a secondary interface that is specifically inter-linked with the off-site storage
system and the financial documents electronically-stored in that system. As such, the

20  financial institution can selectively store financial documents in either an on-site storage
system or the off-site storage system, and the responsibility for the financial documents in

the off-site storage system can be outsourced to a third party entity. Therefore, the back
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office production of the financial institution associated with the retrieval and distribution
of financial documents stored in the off-site storage system is strategically reduced or even

completely eliminated.

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other advantages of the present invention will be readily appreciated as the same
becomes better understood by reference to the following detailed description when
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a flow diagram schematically detailing an on-site storage system, and an

off-site storage system in accordance with the subject invention;

Figure 2 is a block diagram generally representing a method for a financial institution
to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from the on-site and off-site storage
systems;

Figure 3 is a block diagram completing the method of obtaining electronically-

stored financial documents from the on-site storage system; and

Figure 4 is a block diagram completing the method of obtaining electronically-stored

financial documents from the off-site storage system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

20 Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate like or corresponding parts
throughout the several views, a method for a financial institution to obtain an

electronically-stored financial document is schematically shown at 10 in Figure 1. The
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method introduced in the subject invention enables the financial institution to obtain the
financial document from an off-site storage system remotely located from an on-site
storage system. Preferably, the on-site storage system is located at the financial institution
and the off-site storage system is located at a remote location distant from the financial

5  institution. This allows the financial institution to ‘outsource’ the responsibilities
associated with obtaining the financial document.

Methods for financial institutions to obtain electronically-stored documents are
frequently used by such entities as banks, credit unions, and other financially-oriented
institutions. For illustrative purposes only, the description of the subject invention is

10  discussed with reference to banks. However, as appreciated by those skilled in the art,
other businesses, such as insurance companies, may also utilize similar methods and
incorporate the aspects of the subject invention.

Methods for banks to obtain electronically-stored financial documents are
generally used by banks to rapidly and efficiently obtain financial documents for

15  distribution to clients upon request. As described above, the financial documents for

banks are usually paid checks, checking statements, and other related financial documents,
and these documents include at least one specific document parameter. As appreciated by
those skilled in the art, it is not the financial document (e.g. the paid check) itself that is
electronically-stored. Rather, it is data included on the document such as a sequence
20  number that is electronically stored to make up the financial document. The specific
document parameter is preferably a particular numerical sequence. As appreciated, the

specific document parameter of the financial document can include, but is not limited to, a
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record date or age of the document, a series number, or some other document identifying

number of the financial document. More specifically, in the preferred embodiment of the

subject invention, the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is the

record date of the financial document. That is, the date that the particular financial
5  document was created or posted.

The financial documents are typically stored on microfiche, microfilm, digitally, or
by some other electronic storage means. As appreciated, the electronic storage of the
financial documents is frequently created by taking an electronic photo image of the
document and storing the photo image in a computer system. One such digital electronic
storage device is sold by Kodak under the name of IMAGELINKTM Digital Workstation
(IDW). Electronic storage of these financial documents permits banks to eliminate storage
of paper or "hard" copies of these documents. The electronic storage of these documents
also provides an efficient means of retrieving the information from the on-site and off-site
storage systems. This will be discussed further herein below.

As described above, the financial documents are electronically-stored in either the

on-site storage system located at the bank or in the off-site storage system remotely
located from the on-site storage system. More specifically, the subject invention includes
the step of maintaining the financial documents in the off-site storage system when the
specific document parameter of the financial document is greater than a predetermined
20  parameter. Financial documents are maintained in the on-site storage system when the
specific document parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the

predetermined parameter. As appreciated, the document parameter of the financial
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documents stored in the off-site storage system may be greater than or equal to the
predetermined parameter with the on-site storage system having documents only less than
the predetermined parameter.
Similar to the specific document parameter of the financial document, the
5  predetermined parameter is also a numerical value. The predetermined parameter is
specifically a numerical value predetermined by the bank. For instance, if the specific
document parameter is a series number of a paid check and the series number is greater
than the predetermined parameter which, in this case, would be an arbitrarily selected base
series number, then the paid check would be stored in the off-site storage system.

In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the predetermined numerical
value 1s a date pre-selected by the bank. For instance, the bank may pre-select a date that
is one year before a current date—the current date being the actual date that the client
requests the financial document. Of course, the bank may pre-select a date that is some
other time period before a current date (e.g. two or three years) without varying from the

scope of the subject invention. As such, if the record date of the particular financial

document is older than one year, then the particular financial document is maintained in
the off-site storage system. If the record date of the particular financial document is earlier
than or equal to one year, then the particular financial document is maintained in the on-
site storage system. As discussed above, the document having record dates equal to the
20  one year may be stored in the off-site or on-site storage systems.
Once the financial document is maintained in the appropriate storage system, the

bank is capable of receiving a request for the financial document from the client. In
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reality, the client is requesting an image of the stored financial document. As appreciated,

clients request the image for various reasons. As discussed above, requests are typically

made for replacing lost or stolen financial documents, for tax purposes, for proof of

financial transactions, for legal disputes, and other similar matters. Ultimately, the bank
5 retrieves the image, reproduces the image, and distributes the reproduced image to the
requesting client of the bank.

Referring now to Figure 1, the method for banks to obtain electronically-stored
financial documents is discussed in detail. Initially, the requesting client requests a
particular financial document, such as a paid check. The client is typically a customer of
the bank or other financial institution. The client’s request is inputted into a computer
terminal 11 at the financial institution. The computer terminal 11 will be discussed in

more detail hereinbelow.

From the computer terminal 11, the request is fed into a mainframe computer 12 at
the bank. In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, if the client requests a

financial document having a record date earlier than or equal to one year before the current

date, then the request, and other requests like it, are processed at the bank in the on-site
storage system. That is, the requests are grouped together and downloaded to a
downloading terminal 14 at the bank. The downloading may occur at particular intervals
such as at the end of each day, every three hours, etc. The sequence number of each check
20  requested is then determined. A document terminal 16 subsequently creates or reproduces
the document, i.e., a photocopy of the check. The photocopy is then distributed to the

client via facsimile, mail, or hand delivery.
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It is known in the art that the majority of requests for financial documents are
requests for documents which were created in the most recent year. That is, if the pre-
selected date is one year before the current date, as in the preferred embodiment, then the
majority of requests are seeking financial documents having a record date earlier than or

5 equal to the pre-selected date. The remaining document requests relate to financial
documents that are older than one year. Since, as described in the Background of the
Invention, retrieval of financial documents that are older than one year is particularly
expensive, the preferred embodiment of the subject invention outsources all of the
document requests which relate to documents having a record date later than one year

10  before the current date. As appreciated, the particular time frame which is outsourced is
not a critical feature of the subject invention and may be adjusted to meet the needs of any
particular financial institution. In fact, all of the document requests, including the most
recent, may be outsourced using the outsourcing procedure of the subject invention.

In the preferred embodiment, if the client requests a financial document having a

15  record date later than one year before the current date, then the request, and others like it,

are grouped together and downloaded from the mainframe computer 12 to an outsourced
downloading terminal 18. As above, the downloading may be at particular intervals as
needed. The sequence number is determined by a sequencing terminal 20. The sequence
number is then sent back to the outsourced downloading terminal 18. An outsourced
20  document terminal 22 then creates or reproduces the desired document which is then
distributed to either the client or the bank. As appreciated, two document retrieval

operations, one for the bank to retrieve financial documents having record dates earlier than
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or equal to one year before the current date, and another to retrieve outsourced financial

documents having record dates later than one year before the current date, preferably operate

simultaneously. It is to be understood that the computer terminals and the accompanying PC

bases are illustrated highly schematically in Figure 1 and are not intended to be limiting in
5  any manner. For instance, the schematic illustration of the outsourced document terminal 22
need not include a computer terminal and an accompanying PC base. Instead, the
outsourced document terminal 22 is preferably some sort of printing device.

Referring to Figures 2 through 4, the method for banks to obtain electronically-
stored financial documents is described in even greater detail. The request is first
generated by the client. The request is then processed by the bank. The processing,
retrieval and reproduction of the requested financial document is typically controlled by one
interlinked computer software program. One such computer software program is a software
program called Antinori Software Incorporated or ASI which is sold under the name of
INNOVASIONTM by Carreker-Antinori of Dallas, Texas. However, other frequently used

software programs include PEGATM and SterlingTM Any of these computer software

systems can provide the necessary means for implementing the discussed procedures.

The processing of the request is completed by a customer service tracking system
and the computer terminal 11. The customer service tracking system assists the financial
institution in receiving the request. More specifically, the customer service tracking

20  system gives branches, customer service, and other bank departments the capability to enter,
log, track, route and monitor the status of all requests for financial documents. The customer

service tracking system also provides the capability to enter, log, track, route and monitor the
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status of customer complaints and other customer service related items.

A bank employee, such as a bank teller first determines a status of the requested
document. More specifically, the employee compares the specific document parameter of
the requested financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the

5  specific document parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined
parameter. If the specific document parameter is a particular numerical sequence and the
predetermined parameter is a predetermined numerical value, then the employee compares
the particular numerical sequence of the financial document to the predetermined
numerical value to determine if the particular numerical sequence is greater than, less than,

10 or equal to the predetermined numerical value. Further, if as in the preferred embodiment,

the particular numerical sequence is a record date of the financial document, and the

predetermined numerical value is a pre-selected date, then the employee compares the
record date of the financial document to the pre-selected date to determined if the record
date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date.

15 The customer service tracking system enables a bank employee, such as a bank teller,

to submit the request. More specifically, the employee utilizes the computer terminal 11
located at the bank and connected to both the off-site and on-site storage systems to access
one of the storage systems in response to the comparison of the specific document
parameter of the requested financial document to the predetermined parameter. For
20  imstance, when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is greater than
the predetermined numerical value, the employee preferably utilizes the computer terminal

11 to access the off-site storage system, and when the particular numerical sequence of the
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financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value, the
employee preferably utilizes the computer terminal 11 to access the on-site storage system.
As discussed above, the documents have a numerical sequence equal to the predetermined
numerical value may be stored in either the off-site or on-site storage systems.
5 After the computer terminal 11 is utilized to access the desired storage system, the
employee manually inputs identification data of the requested financial document into the
computer terminal 11. More specifically, when the particular numerical sequence of the
financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value, the
employee inputs identification data into a primary interface and selects the requested
document. Also, the primary interface preferably provides an option for the employee to
select among several different output formats. The primary interface is inter-linked with
the on-site storage system. In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the

primary interface appears as follows and includes the identification data detailed below:
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Account Number:

Account Name:
Address:

City: State:

Home Phone: ( )
Fax: ()
Service Code:

For Items Posted Within A Year
Copy of Statement Only

Copy of Check/Deposit Ticket
Check(s)/Deposit(s)<30 Items
Statements and<30 Items

Prod Type:

Customer Code:

Zip Code:

Work Phone: ( )

Savings Items

Misc (G/L, Loans, Teller, Etc)
Cash Letter Reconstruction
Lockbox

Statements and>30 Items Legal Statement Only
Deposit Reconstruction Legal Statement and Items
Regardless of Posting Date

Missing Transactions Returned Items

Online (Backdated/Unposted) Encoding Error/Wrong Account

EXIT FUNCTION

Alternatively, when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is

greater than the predetermined numerical value, the employee selects an exit function at

the primary interface. The exit function distinguishes that the request is to be sent to an

outsourcing third party entity. Upon selection of the exit function at the primary interface,

a secondary interface, inter-linked with the exit function, is initiated. The secondary

interface is inter-linked with the off-site storage system.

The employee inputs

identification data into the secondary interface and selects the requested document. Also,

the secondary interface preferably provides an option for the employee to select among

15
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several different output formats. Preferably, routing, or service codes will be generated
automatically upon the initiation of the secondary interface and the inputting of the
identification data into the secondary interface. The routing codes enable the bank to
recognize that the request is being sent to the outsourced third party entity. Furthermore,
5 the routing codes are configured to automatically forward the inputted identification data
to the off-site storage system. The inputted identification data and the routing codes are
forwarded into the mainframe computer 12 introduced above for temporary storage before
transfer to the off-site storage system. This temporary storage also serves to defend
against unexpected power outages, computer malfunctions, and the like. In the preferred
embodiment of the subject invention, the secondary interface appears as follows and

includes the identification data detailed below:

Account Number: Prod Type:
Account Name: Customer Code:
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Home Phone: ( ) ‘Work Phone: ( )
Fax: ()
Service Code:

For Items Posted Prior to a Year

Copy of Statement Only Savings Items
Copy of Check/Deposit Ticket Misc (G/L, Loans, Teller, Etc)
Check(s)/Deposit(s)<30 Items Cash Letter Reconstruction
Statements and<30 Items Lockbox
Statements and>30 Items Legal Statement Only
Deposit Reconstruction Legal Statement and Items

16
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Once the bank employee has inputted the necessary identification data into either the
primary or secondary interface, then retrieval of the financial document can continue.
Specifically, the requested financial document is retrieved as defined by the inputted

5  identification data. Two separate document retrieval procedures are discussed hereinbelow.

One document retrieval procedure is for the financial documents having a record date earlier

than or equal to the pre-selected date—one year before the current date in this example. The

other document retrieval procedure is for the financial documents having a record date later

than the pre-selected date. As discussed above, the- one year timing selected for the pre-

10 selected date is simply shown as an example and any suitable time frame may be utilized. In

fact, even all financial document retrievals may be outsourced to the third party entity. As

also discussed above, the two separate document retrieval procedures will typically operate
simultaneously.

With reference to the subject example, if the record date of the financial document is

15  earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, the remaining steps occur at the

bank. As discussed above, these steps are known as the back office production of the bank.
The request is first categorized by a research automation system. The research automation
system automates the entire workflow of a bank's research and photocopy departments by
sending requests to the appropriate sequence for processing. The downloading terminal 14
20  serves to perform the research automation system’s tasks.
Photocopy requests are routed to an image control system, statement requests are sent

to a document retrieval system, and requests for financial adjustments are routed to an
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adjustment system. The document terminal 16 serves to perform these tasks. In the
illustrated embodiment of the subject invention, the sample document request is for a paid
check. Hence, the categorized sequence will be the image control system which handles
.photocopy requests.
5 Referring now to Figure 3, after the request is categorized, the request is verified for
completeness and accuracy. If the request is not complete then additional data is retrieved.
The additional data is retrieved by using a sequence number retrieval system and/or an all
items research system. Once the request is complete and accurate, then the image reference
number can be determined. That is, once the request is complete and accurate, then the
requested financial document can be electronically located in the on-site storage system. The
reference number may be a routing, sequence, or any other type of indicator. The reference
number is determined by the image control system. The image control system is an image

retrieval and routing management system which works in conjunction with Kodak's

IMAGELINKTM Digital Workstations (IDW). Specifically, the image control system first

connects to a network node. The network node is any type of storage device as is known in

the art. Preferably a Kodak network node is used. The network node drives the IDW to find
the location of the image by using the reference number. Specifically, the employee is
prompted to verify that the correct media is loaded in the IDW such that the IDW can locate
the image. The reference number for the document is known and the document image is

20  now verified and located.
The requested image can now be retrieved and reproduced. In other words a copy

of the digitized document (the check) is created. The copy may be created by manually
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pulling the microfilm, microfiche, or the like and photocopying the document. The copy
may also be made by printing the document from a digitized record. The photocopy of the
check is then distributed to the requesting client or other end user of the financial
institution. Other end users of the financial institution include, but are not limited to, other
5  financial institutions and federal and state governments. Additional information such as a
photocopy report, a statement of charges, a research report and/or a daily status report may
also be produced for the requesting client, the other end user, and/or the financial institution.
The document retrieval system incorporated at the bank and the method for obtaining
electronically-stored financial documents from the on-site storage system is now completed.
Continuing with the subject example, if the record date of the financial document is
later than one year before the current date, the automated retrieval of the financial document
is outsourced to the third party entity. To begin, a separate file is automatically generated at
the bank by the input of the identification data into the secondary interface. Referring
specifically to Figure 4, the routing codes direct the request created on the separate file to be

routed separately to the outsourced third party entity. In the preferred embodiment of the

subject invention, additional user ID’s are created to allow only selected users into the
secondary interface. The identification data stored in the separate file and the routing codes
are downloaded to the off-site storage system for retrieval of the requested financial
documents by the outsourced downloading terminal 18. Preferably, the identification data
20  and routing codes are grouped into batches of common requests for optimum retrieval of
the requested financial document by the outsourced third party entity at the off-site storage

system. The downloading step may occur at any suitable predetermined interval.
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Preferably, the downloading will occur three times a day. The downloaded documents are
known in the industry as a basket of requests.
The subject method further includes the step of creating a back-up file of the
downloaded identification data and routing codes in the off-site storage system. The back-
5  up file acts as an emergency information source in case the mainframe computer 12 at the
financial institution has a catastrophic failure. In addition, the outsourced third party entity is
in direct connection with the mainframe computer 12 of the bank wherein the outsourced
third party entity may produce a backup directory of each database file. This database
backup is an additional safe guard for the financial institution.

The downloaded identification data and routing codes are then categorized for
processing in the off-site storage system. The research automation system categorizes this
information in a like fashion as discussed above. In fact, the outsourced third party entity
uses the same computer software package as the financial institution such that the flow of

information is optimum and not interrupted. As discussed above, the subject example

request is for a paid check. Hence, the request will be categorized into the image control

system and a sequence number will be determined by the sequencing terminal 20. Also, a

status to update the progress of the requested financial document is provided to the financial
institution.

After the request is categorized, the request, specifically the inputted identification

20  data, is verified for completeness and accuracy. If the request is not complete or accurate,

then additional data is retrieved. In a similar fashion as above, the additional data is

retrieved by using the sequence number retrieval system and/or the all items research
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system. As appreciated, the outsourced third party entity may retrieve this information

from the mainframe computer 12, via its direct line, or from its own backup database files.

Once the request is complete and accurate, the image reference number can be

determined. Again, as above, the reference number is determined by the image control
5  system.

The requested image is then retrieved. More specifically, the requested financial
document is electronically located in the off-site storage system. Additionally, the
requested financial document is also reproduced after the document is electronically
located in the off-site storage system by the outsourced document terminal 22. In other

10  words, a copy of the digitized document (the check) is created. A status file is then created
for the completed transaction. Also, a status of the request is sent to the financial
institution wherein the institution may update their records. The status updates, as well as
the information connections, create a two way information exchange between the
outsourced third party entity and the bank.

15 The photocopy of the check is then distributed or digitally transferred to the

requesting client, the financial institution, or other end users of the financial institution. In
the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the photocopy of the request is
distributed to the requesting client, etc. based on the routing codes. That is, in addition to
directing the request to be separately routed to the outsourced third party entity, the

20  routing codes also indicate an appropriate distribution for the request client or other end
user. The request is now completed.

A special circumstance occurs when the record date of one portion of the client’s
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request is earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, and when the record date

of another portion of the client’s request is later than one year before the current date. These

types of requests are known in the industry as spanned requests. One solution is to

incorporate an additional interface utilized when the employee of the bank is utilizing the
5 computer terminal 11 and comparing the specific document parameter of the requested
financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document
parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. If the reque;t is
a spanned request, then the request will be split into two separate requests which can be
handled simultaneously. A special notation would be put onto the requests such that they
may be put back together before distributing the documents to the client or other end user.
Another solution simply notifies the inputting employee that two requests should be entered
separately. A third solution sends the request to the back office production at the bank
wherein the back office employees notify the outsourced third party entity by a separate
request to retrieve the requested financial documents.

The invention has been described in an illustrative manner, and it is to be

understood that the terminology which has been used is intended to be in the nature of
words of description rather than of limitation. Obviously, many modifications and
variations of the present invention are possible in light of the above teachings. It is,
therefore, to be understood that within the scope of the appended claims, wherein
20  reference numerals are merely for convenience and are not to be in any way limiting, the

invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifically described.
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CLAIMS
What is claimed is:
1. A method for a financial institution to obtain an electronically-stored
financial document from an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site
5  storage system wherein the financial document includes at least one speciﬁc document
parameter, said method comprising the steps of:
maintaining the financial document in the off-site storage system when the specific
document parameter of the financial document is greater than a predetermined parameter;
maintaining the financial document in the on-site storage system when the specific
10 document parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined
parameter;

receiving a request for the financial document at the financial institution;

comparing the specific document parameter of the requested financial document to
the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter is greater

15  than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter;

utilizing a computer terminal located at the financial institution and connected to
the off-site and on-site storage systems to access one of the storage systems in response to
the comparison of the specific document parameter of the requested financial document to
the predetermined parameter;
20 inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer

terminal after the desired storage system is accessed; and
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retrieving the requested financial document as defined by the inputted
identification data.
2. A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the specific document parameter
of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence and the predetermined
5  parameter is a predetermined numerical value.

3. A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein the step of comparing the specific
document parameter to the predetermined parameter is further defined by comparing the
particular numerical sequence of the financial document to the predetermined numerical
value to determine if the particular numerical sequence is greater than, less than, or equal
to the predetermined numerical value.

4, A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein the particular numerical sequence

of the financial document is a record date of the financial document and the predetermined

numerical value is a pre-selected date.
5. A method as set forth in claim 4 wherein the step of comparing the specific

document parameter to the predetermined parameter is further defined by comparing the

record date of the financial document to the pre-selected date to determined if the record
date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date.
6. A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein the step of utilizing the computer
terminal to access one of the storage systems is further defined by accessing the off-site
20  storage system when the particular numerical sequence is greater than the predetermined
numerical value and accessing the on-site storage system when the particular numerical

sequence is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value.
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7. A method as set forth in claim 6 wherein the step of inputting identification
data of the requested financial document into the computer terminal is further defined by
inputting identification data into a primary interface inter-linked with the on-site storage
system when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is less than or
equal to the predetermined numerical value.

8. A method as set forth in claim 7 wherein the step of inputting identification
data of the requested financial document into the computer terminal is further defined by
selecting an exit function at the primary interface when the particular numerical sequence
of the financial document is greater than the predetermined numerical value.

9. A method as set forth in claim 8 wherein the selection of the exit function is
further defined by initiating a secondary interface inter-linked with the off-site storage
system and inputting identification data into the secondary interface.

10. A method as set forth in claim 9 wherein the step of inputting identification
data into the secondary interface is further defined by selecting a desired output format for
the requested financial document.

11. A method as set forth in claim 9 further including the step of automatically
generating routing codes upon the initiation of the secondary interface and the inputting of
the identification data into the secondary interface.

12. A method as set forth in claim 11 further including the step of inter-linking
the exit function with the secondary interface and configuring the routing codes to

automatically forward the inputted identification data to the off-site storage system.
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13. A method as set forth in claim 12 further including the step of forwarding
the inputted identification data and the routing codes into a mainframe computer for
temporarily storing the identification data and routing codes in the mainframe computer.

5 14. A method as set forth in claim 13 further including the step of downloading
the stored identification data and routing codes to the off-site storage system for retrieval
of the requested financial documents.

15. A method as set forth in claim 14 further including the step of grouping the
stored identification data and routing codes into batches of common requests for optimum
retrieval of the requested financial document.

16. A method as set forth in claim 14 further including the step of creating a
back-up file of the downloaded identification data and routing codes in the off-site storage
system.

17. A method as set forth in claim 14 further including the step of categorizing

the downloaded identification data and routing codes for processing in the off-site storage
system.
18. A method as set forth in claim 17 further including the step of providing a
status of the requested financial document to update progress to the financial institution.
19. A method as set forth in claim 17 further including the step of verifying the

20 completeness and accuracy of the inputted identification data.

20. A method as set forth in claim 19 wherein the step of retrieving the

26
Docket No.: 60,419-002

Page 175



requested financial document is further defined by electronically locating the requested
financial document in the off-site storage system.

21. A method as set forth in claim 20 wherein the step of retrieving the
requested financial document is further defined by reproducing the requested financial

5  document after the requested financial document is electronically located in the off-site

storage system.

22. A method as set forth in claim 21 further including the step of distributing
the reproduced financial document to an end user of the financial institution based on the
routing codes.

10
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A method for a bank to obtain an electronically-stored financial document is

disclosed. The financial document includes a specific document parameter, such as a
record date. The bank maintains the financial document in an off-site storage system when

5  the record date is later than a pre-selected date and in an on-site storage system when the
record date is earlier than or equal to the pre-selected date. The off-site storage system is
remotely-located from the on-site storage system. The bank receives a request for the
financial document from a client and compares the record date to the pre-selected date to
determine if the record date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date. In

10 processing the request, the bank utilizes a computer terminal connected to the off-site and
on-site storage systems to access one of the storage systems in response to the comparison

of the record date to the pre-selected date. After accessing the appropriate storage system,

the bank inputs data into the computer terminal to identify the requested financial
document and then retrieves the requested financial document. The bank then reproduces

15  the requested financial document and distributes the requested financial document to the

requesting client, or some other end user of the bank.

Docket No.: 60,419-002

Page 177



10

FIG -1

SPECIFIC DOCUMENT
PARAMETER GREATER
THAN THE PREDETERMINED
PARAMETER

18

SPECIFIC DOCUMENT
PARAMETER LESS
THAN OR EQUAL TO
THE PREDETERMINED
PARAMETER

14

=

S ST B S 0 Sk § U 0 SR § SN SN § AU § U § RAIANE § MMM § SIS A SIVSIN & SUNMEE N AT # SURUGE 6 SRR B U W Sen 6 GGV 6 SIS § MW 6 st @ BN 0 MU @ GO § e

_—
16
20 =|
|
\\t“; gf’\\x
Y 22 A
DISTRIBUTE TO ]
ANEND USER |_
OF THE FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION
ON SITE OFF-SITE

Page 178




REQUEST FOR A FINANCIAL DOCUMENT HAVING
A SPECIFIC DOCUMENT PARAMETER IS GENERATED

FlG -2 BY A CLIENT OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
REQUEST RECEIVED
BY THE FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION
IF SPECIFIC DOCUMENT COMPARE IF SPECIFIC DOCUMENT
PARAMETER IS LESS THAN THE SPECGIFIC PARAMETER IS GREATER
OR EQUAL TO THE DOCUMENT PARAMETER THAN THE PREDETERMINED
PREDETERMINED PARAMETER TO THE PREDETERMINED PARAMETER
PARAMETER
INPUT IDENTIFICATION
 DATA OF THE
REQUESTED FINANCIAL PRIMARY INTERFACE SELECT THE EXIT FUNCTION
DOCUMENT ‘ ‘
‘ i TO ON-SITE SECONDARY
FIG -3 | STORAGE SYSTEM INTERFACE

'

OUTSOURCED TO OFF-SITE
STORAGE SYSTEM

FIG -4

Page 179



( ON-SITE STORAGE SYSTEM )

TO ON-SITE
FIG - 3 STORAGE SYSTEM

IS
REQUEST
COMPLETE AND
ACCURATE?

RETRIEVE
ADDITIONAL
DATA

ELECTRONICALLY \
LOCATE THE REQUESTED
FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

l RETRIEVE THE

S REQUESTED
FINANCIAL
DOCUMENT

REPRODUCE THE
REQUESTED FINANCIAL
DOCUMENT

DISTRIBUTE THE
REPRODUCED FINANCIAL
DOCUMENT TO
AN END USER

REQUESTOR ETC.

FINANGCIAL
INSTITUTION Y GOVt
OTHER
FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION _

Page 180



( OFF-SITE STORAGE SYSTEM )

TO OFF-SITE
STORAGE SYSTEM FlG - 4

AUTOMATICALLY GENERATE ROUTING CODES

Y

DOWNLOAD IDENTIFICATION DATA N
AND ROUTING CODES | CREATE BACK-UP FILE
} PROVIDE A STATUS OF
CATEGORIZE THE DOWNLOADED THE REQUESTED
1.D. DATA AND ROUTING CODES [ ™ FINANCIAL DOCUMENT
TO THE FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION

IS
REQUEST RETRIEVE
COMPLETE AND ADDITIONAL
ACCURATE? DATA
. ELECTRONICALLY
LOCATE THE REQUESTED
FINANCIAL DOCUMENT RETRIEVE THE
{ , REQUESTED
FINANCIAL
DOCUMENT
REPRODUCE THE
REQUESTED FINANCIAL
DOCUMENT .

Y

DISTRIBUTE THE REPRODUCED
FINANCIAL DOCUMENT TO AN END USER

=7 /=

FINANCIAL OTHER
INSTITUTION FINANCIA J GOVT.

INSTITUTION

Page 181




COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY
FOR UNITED STATES PATENT APPLICATION

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that:
My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated near my name below.

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter of which is
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled:

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY-
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT
which is described and claimed in the specification of which:
X isexecuted on even date herewith; attorney docket number 60,419-002.

was filed on as United States Application Serial No.
, and was amended on ; attorney docket number

I declare that this application is:

X afirst filing.

___acontinuation.

___acontinuation-in-part.

__adivisional.

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above.

I do not know and do not believe my invention was known or used by others in the
United States of America, or patented or described in a printed publication in any country before
my invention thereof.

I do not know and do not believe my invention was patented or described in a printed

publication in any country or in public use or on sale in the United States of America, more than
one year prior to this application.
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I acknowledge my duty to disclose information of which I am aware which is matenial to
the examination of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 1.56(a).

I hereby claim that no application for patent or inventor's certificate on this invention has
been filed in any foreign country or in the United States of America prior to this application by
me or my legal representatives or assigns except as follows:

PRIORITY CLAIM

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §119(a)-(d)
of the foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also
identified below any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate filed by me on the
same subject matter having a filing date before that of the application(s) of which priority is
claimed.

X _ no such applications have been filed.
such applications have been filed as follows:
COUNTRY APPLICATION DATE OF FILING  PRIORITY
NUMBER (month, day, year) CLAIMED

UNDER 37 USC 119

Yes_ No

I hereby claim priority to and all the benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §119(e)
of any United States provisional application(s).

no such applications have been filed.

X such applications have been filed as follows:

APPLICATION DATE OF FILING
NUMBER (month, day, year)
60/129,021 April 13, 1999

2
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I hereby claim priority to and all the benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of
any United States application(s) listed below. If the above identified application is a
continuation-in-part application, I acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56(a) which became available between the
filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this
continuation-in-part application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 1.63(e).

X __ no such applications have been filed.

such applications have been filed as follows:

APPLICATION DATE OF FILING STATUS
NUMBER (month, day, year) (patented, pending, abandoned)
POWER OF ATTORNEY

As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following attorneys and/or agent(s) to
prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office
connected therewith with full power of substitution and revocation. (all names listed with
corresponding registration numbers)

Raymond E. Scott 22,981 John E. Carlson 37,794
Theodore W. Olds 33.080 David J. Gaskey 37,136
Harold W. Milton, Jr. 22,180 Jeffrey A. Sadowski 29,005
Kerrie A. Laba 42,777 William H. Honaker 31,623
Samuel J. Haidle 42,619 Randali L. Shoemaker 43,118
William Gottschalk 44,130 Kevin MacKenzie 45,639
David LaPrairie 46,295 David Wisz 46,350
Bharat C. Gandhi 35,146

Please address all correspondence and telephone calls to:

SAMUEL J. HAIDLE, ESQ.
HOWARD & HOWARD
1400 North Woodward Avenue, Suite 101
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-2855
(248) 645-1483
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DECLARATION

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of nry own knowledge are true and that
all statements made on information and belief arc believed to be trtue; and further that these
staternents were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are
punishable by fine or impdsonment, or both, under Scction 1001 of Title 18 of the United States
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any
patent issued thereon.

Dated: L/ -.\ > Do .

ichae]l D. Schulz
Post Office and
Residencc"Addrws:
. 1607 Kirts
Troy, MI 48084
Citizenship: United States

pws: 4 [/ 0P Q@\lﬂ/ﬂ—“

Richard J. Gagnon

Post Office and

Residence Address:
69 Youraine Road
‘Grosse Pointe Farms, M1 48236

Citizenship: United States

GAmimirorionpoBO0Z\patentidecpoa.doc
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Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-002

VERIFIED STATEMENT BY INVENTOR CLAIMING
SMALL ENTITY STATUS [37 C.F.R. 1.9(f) and 1.27(c}]

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that I qualify as an independent
inventor as defined in 37 CFR 1.9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees under
Sections 41(a) and (b) of Title 35, United States Code, to the Patent and Trademark Office

with regard to the invention entitled:

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY-
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

described in the specification filed herewith.

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed and am under no obligation
under contract or law to assign, grant, convey or license, any rights in the invention to any
person who could not be classified as an independent inventor under 37 CFR 1.9(c) if that
person had made the invention, or to any concemn which would not qualify as a small

business concern under 37 CFR 1.9(d) or a nonprofit organization under 37 CFR 1.9(e).

Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed,
or licensed or am under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or

license any rights in the invention is listed below: None

I acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any
change in status result in loss of entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the
time of paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance fee due after the date on

which status as a small entity is no longer appropriate. {37 CFR 1.28(b)].
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Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-002

I hcréby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that
these statements werc made with the knmowledge that willful false staternents and the like so
made are punishable by finc or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of
the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the vatidity of
the application or any patent to which this verified statcment is directed.

Dated:_ 7 =) — 0

ichael D. Schulze

ouess 4/ fz/ ad | —QX\J Q/. -

Richard 1, Gagnon,
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METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY-
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

RELATED APPLICATIONS

C) ﬁr{ This patent application cladims priority to and all advantages of United States
Provisional Patent Application Serial Np. 60/i29,021 which was filed on April 13, 1999
and is entitled “REMOTE DOCUMENT RIEVAL AND STORAGE SYSTEM.”
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
10 1) TECHNICAL FIELD
The subject inveﬁtion relates to a method for a financial institution to obtain
electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage system remotely-located
from an on-site storage system.
. 2) DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART
15 . Methods for obtaining electronically-stored financial documents are generally
known in the art. Financial institutions, such as banks and credit unions, utilize such
methods to rapidly and efficiently obtain financial documents for distribution to clients
upén request. Such financial documents include paid checks, account statements, and
other related documents. These .ﬁnan‘cial documents are typically stored on microfiche,
20 n{icroﬁlm, digitally, or by some other electronic storage means. Further, these financial
documents are typically electronically-stored in an on-site storage system located at the
financial institution or in an off-site storage system. Electronic storage of these financial

documents permits financial institutions to eliminate storage of paper or "hard" copies of

Docket No.: 60,419-002
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‘ . .

these documents. The electronic storage of these documents also provides a means of
retrieving the information from the on-site and off-site storage systems.

Once the document is stored, the client may request an image of a particular stored
document. Client requests are made to replace lost or stolen documents, for tax purposes,

5  for proof of financial transactions, for legal disputes, and other similar matters. The
client’s request is inputted into a computer terminal at the financial institution. More '
specifically, conventional methods for obtaining an -electronically-stored financial
document enable an employee of the financial institution, such as a bank teller, to input the

request into an interface incorporated into the computer terminal. The interface is inter-

linked with the on-site storage system. Typically, all requests for a particular period are

% grouped together and subsequently downloaded for retrieval of the requested image by the
financial institution. The financial institution retrieves the image, e.g. a photocopy of the
check, and then distributes the photocopy to the client via facsimile, mail or hand delivery.

The storing, downloading, and retrieving of the financial document, including the

reproduction and the distribution of the document, are known in the industry as back office

or

i
i

production. Back office production for financial institutions is particularly resource
intensive, time consuming, and expensive. Also, back office production becomes
increasingly expensive if the client requests a particularly old financial document because
older financial documents frequently require more resources and time to locate and

20  retrieve.
The majority of financial institutions electronically store financial documents only in

an on-site storage system and not in an off-site storage system. Consequently, these financial

Docket No.: 60,419-002
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institutions are unable to outsource the responsibilities for the back office production to third
party entities to alleviate the expenses and resources associated with the back office
production. These financial institutions realize a significant financial burden since the back
office production is concentrated strictly at the financial institution.

5 Other financial institutions do electronically store financial documents in on-site and
off-site storage systems. However, the methods utilized by these financial institutions to
access the financial documents stored in the off-site storage system are deficient in that the
interface utilized in such methods is only inter-linked with the on-site storage system. That

is, there is no interface independently inter-linked with the off-site storage system. As a

10 result, the financial documents stored in the off-site storage system can not be efficiently

accessed. These financial institutions are still responsible for retrieving the requested

financial documents through their back office production and their expenses remain high.

=
e
=
i

-

One such method of retrieving documents from on-site and off-sited storage systems is

e

e R g e

disclosed in United States Patent No. 5,784,610 to Copeland, III et al.

ot
(%]

Due to the ingfﬁciencies identified in the conventional methods used by financial
institutions to obtain financial documents, it is desirable to implement a method for a
financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial dchments from both on-site
and off-site storage systems that reduces, if not eliminates, the bac;k office production of
the financial institution by providing a direct interface inter-linked with the off-site storage
20 system. With such an interface, the responsibility for retrieving financial documents from

the off-site storage can be outsourced to third party entities while still providing the

~
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financial institution with efficient access to any financial documents electronically-stored

in the off-site storage system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION AND ADVANTAGES

method for a financial institution to obtain electronically-stored financial

documenty having a specific document parameter is disclosed. The specific document
typically a particular numerical sequence, such as a record date of the
ent. The method of the subject invention enables the financial institution
to obtain the financial documents from an off-site storage system. The off-site storage
system is remotely-located from an on-site storage system. The financial documents of the
financial institutioh are maintained iﬂ the off-site storage system when the specific
document parameter\of the financial document is greater than a ﬁredetermined parameter.
The financial documepts that are less than or equal to the predetermined parameter are
maintained in the on-sitg storage system.

When the financigl institution receives a request for a financial document, the
financial institution compargs the specific document parameter of the requested financial
document to tﬁe predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document parameter
is greater than, less than, or eqial to the predetermined parameter. A computer terminal
located at the financial institution is connected to both the off-site and on-site storage
systems. The computer terminal {s utilized to access one of the storage systems in
ecific document parameter to the predetermined

response to the comparison of the

parameter. For instance, if it is determined that the specific document parameter is less
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than or equal to the pkedetermined document parameter, then the computer terminal
accesses the on-site storage system. On the other hand, if it is determined that the specific
document parameter of the financial document is greater than the predetermined

parameter, then the computef terminal accesses the off-site storage system.

After the computer terminal accesses the appropriate storage system, identification
data of the requested fipancial document is inputted into the computer. More specifically,
to access the on-site sto system, the identification data is input into a primary interface
that is specifically intprilinked with the on-site storage system. To access the off-site
storage system, an exit fuhction is selected at the primary interface and the identification
data is then input into a s¢condary interface that is initiated upon selection of the exit
function. The secondary interface is specifically inter-linked with the off-site storage
system.

inally, after the identification data of the requested financial document is inputted,
the requested document is then retrieved in order to reproduce the financial document, and
distribute the financial document to an end user of the financial institution.

The \subject invention therefore provides a method that enables financial
instifutions to\ obtain electronically-stored financial documents from an off-site storage
system via a sécondary interface that is specifically inter-linked with the off-site storage
system and the financial documents electronically-stored in that system. As such, the
financial institution can selectively store financial documents in either an on-site storage

system or the off-sitg storage system, and the responsibility for the financial documents in

the off-site storage sy§tem can be outsourced to a third party entity. Therefore, the back
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office productipn of the financial institution associated with the retrieval and distribution

of financial docyments stored in the off-site storage system is strategically reduced or even

completely eliminated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other advantages of the present invgntion will be readily appreciated as the same
becomes better understood by reference to the following detailed description when
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a flow diagram 'schematicn:ally detailing an on-site storage system, and an
off-site storage system in accordance with the subject invention;

Figure 2 is a block diagram generally representing a method for a financial institution
to obtain electronically-stored financial documents from the pn—site and off-site storage
systems;

Figure 3 is a block diagram completing the method of obtaining electronically-
stored financial documents from the on-site storage system; and

Figure 4 is a block diagram completing the method of obtaining electronically-stored

financial documents from the off-site storage system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate like or corresponding parts
throughout the several views, a method for a financial institution to obtain an

electronicallystored financial document is schematically shown at 10 in Figure 1. The
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method introduced in the subject invention enables the financial institution to obtain the

financial document from an off-site storage system remotely located from an on-site
storage system. Preferably, the on-site storage system is located at the financial institution
and the off-site storage system is located at a remote location distant from the financial
institution. This allows the financial institution to ‘outsource’ the responsibilities
associated with obtainipng the financial document.

Methods for financial institutions to obtain electronically-stored documents are
frequently used by such entities as banks, credit unions, and other financially-oriented
institutions. For illustrative purposes only, the descﬁption of the subject invention is
discussed with reference to banks. However, as appreciated by those skilled in the art,
other businesses, such as insurance companies, may also utilize similar methods and
incorporate the aspects of the subject invention.

Methods for banks to obtain electronically-stored financial documents are
generally used by banks to rapidly and efficiently obtain financial documents for
distribution to clients upon request. As described above, the financial documents for
banks are usually paid checks, checking statements, and other related financial documents,
and these documents include at least one specific document parameter. As appreciated by
those skilled in the art, it is not the financial document (e.g. the paid check) itself that is
electronically-stored. Rather, it is data included on the document such as a sequence
number that is electronically stored to make up the financial document. The specific

document parameter is preferably a particular numerical sequence. As appreciated, the

specific document parameter of the financial document can include, but is not limited to, a
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record date or age of the document, a series number, or some other document identifying
number of the financial document. More specifically, in the preferred embodiment of the
subject invention, the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is the
record date of the financial document. That is, the date that the particular financial
docm'nent was created or posted.

The financial documents are typically stored on microfiche, microfilm, digitally, or
by some other electronic storage means. As appreciated, the electronic storage of the
financial documents is frequently created by taking an electronic photo image of the
document and storing the photo image in a computer system. One such digital electronic
storage device is sold by Kodak 'under the name of IMAGELINKTM Digital Workstation
(IDW). Electronic storage of these financial documents permits banks to eliminate storage
of paper or "hard" copies of these documents. The eléctronic storage of these documents
also provides an efficient means of retrieving the information from the on-site and off-site
storage systems. This will be discussed further herein below.

As described above, the financial documents are electronically-stored in either the
on-site storage system located at the bank or in the off-site storage system remotely
located from the on-site storage system. More specifically, the subject invention includes
the step of maintaining the financial documents in the off-site storage system when the
specific document parameter of the financial document is greater than a predetermined
parameter. Financial docuxﬁents are maintained in the on-site storage system when the

specific document parameter of the financial document is less than or equal to the

predetermined parameter. As appreciated, the document parameter of the financial
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documents stored in the off-site storage system may be greater than or equal to the
predetermined parameter with the on-site storage system having documents only less than
the predetermined parameter.

Similar to the specific document parameter of the financial document, the
predetermined parameter is also a numerical value. The predetermined parameter is
specifically a numerical value predetermined by the bank. For instance, if the specific
document parameter is a series number of a paid check and the series number is greater
than the predetermined parameter which, in this case, would be an arbitrarily selected base
series number, then the paid check would be stored in the off-site storage system.

In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the predetermined numerical
value is a date pre-selected by the bank. For instance, the bank may pre-select a date that
is one year before a current date—the current date being the actual date that the client
requests the financial document. Of course, the bank may pre-select a date that is some
other time period before a current date (e.g. two or three years) without varying from the
scope of the subject invention. As such, if the record date of the particular financial
document is older than one year, then the particular financial document is maintained in
the off-site storage system. If the record date of the particular financial document is earlier
than or equal to one year, then the particuiar financial document is maintained in the on-
site storage system. As discussed above, the document having record dates equal to the
one year may be stored in the off-site or on-site storage systems.

Once the financial document is maintained in the appropriate storage system, the

bank is capable of receiving a request for the financial document from the client. In
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reality, the client is requesting an image of the stored financial document. As appreciated,
clients request the image for various reasons. As discussed above, requests are typically
made for replacing lost or stolen financial documents, for tax purposes, for proof of
financial transactions, for legal disputes, and othér similar matters. Ultimately, the bank
retrieves the image, reproduces the image, and distributes the reproduced image to the

requesting client of the bank.

eferring now to Figure 1, the method for banks to obtain electronically-stored

financial \documents is discussed in detail. Initially, the requesting client requests a
particular financial document, such as a paid check. The client is typically a customer of
the bank or qther financial institution. The client’s request is inputted into a computer
terminal 11 at\the financial instifution. The computer terminal 11 will be discussed in
more detail hereigbelow.

| From the computer terminal 11, the request is fed into a mainframe computer 12 at
the bank. In the préferred embodiment of the subject invention, if the client requests a
financial document ha ing a record date earlier than or equal to one year before the current
date, then the request, and other requests like it, are processed at the bank in the on-site
storage system. That i§, the requests are grouped together and downloaded to a
downloading terminal 14 at\the bank. The downloading may occur at particular intervals
such as at the end of each day) every three hours, etc. The sequence number of each check
requested is then determined. A document terminal 16 subsequently creates or reproduces

the document, i.e., a photocopy ®f the check. The photocopy is then distributed to the

client via facsimile, mail, or hand dglivery.
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It is known in the art that the majority of requests for financial documents are
requests for documents which were created in the most recent year. That is, if the pre-
selected date is one year before the current date, as in the preferred embodiment, then the
majority of requests are seeking financial documents having a record date earlier than or
equal to the pre-selected date. The remaining document requests relate to financial
documents that are older than one year. Since, as described in the Background of the
Invention, retrieval of financial documents that arerlder than one year is particularly
expensive, the prefel;red embodiment of the subject invention outsources all of the
c_locument requests which relate to documents having a record date later than one year
before the current date. As appreciated, the particular time frame which is outsourced is
not a critical feature of the subject invention and may be adjusted to meet the needs of any
particular financial institution. In fact, all of the document requests, including the most
recent, may be outsourced using the outsourcing procedure of the subject invention.

In the preferred embodiment, if the client requests a financial document having a
record date later than one year before the current date, then the request, and others like it,
are grouped together and downloaded from the mainframe computer 12 to an outsourced
downloading terminal 18. As above, the downloading may be at particular intervals as
needed. The sequence number is determined by a sequencing terminal 20. The sequence
number is then sent back to the outsourced downloading terminal 18. An outsourt;ed
document terminal 22 then creates or reproduces the de_sired document which is then
distributed to either the client or the bank. As appreciated, two document retrieval

operations, one for the bank to retrieve financial documents having record dates earlier than

11
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or equal to one year before the current date, and another to retrieve outsourced financial
documents having record dates later than one year before the current date, preferably operate
simultaneously. It is to be understood that the computer terminals and the accompanying PC
bases are illustrated highly schematically in Figure 1 and are not intended to be limiting in
any manner. For instance, the schematic illustration of the outsourced document terminal 22
need not include a computer terminal and an accompanytn@e. Instead, the
outsourced document terminal 22 is preferably some sort of printing devicg.

Referring to Figures 2 through 4, the method for banksto obtain electronically-
stored financial documents is described in even greater detail. The request is first
generated by the client. The request is then processed by the bank. The processing,
retrieval and reproéuction of the requested financial document is typically controlled by one
interlinked computer software program. One such computer software program is a software
program called Antinori_Soﬁware Incorporated or ASI which is sold under the name of
INNOVASIONTM by Carreker-Antinori of Dallas, Texas. However, other frequently used
software programs include PEGATM and SterlingTM. Any of these computer software
systems can provide the necessary means for implementing the discussed procedures.

The processing of the request is completed by a customer service tracking system
and the computer terminal 11. The customer service tracking system assists the financial
institution in receiving the request. More specifically, the customer service tracking
system gives branches, customer service, and other bank departments the capability to enter,
log, track, route and monitor the status of all requests for financial documents. The customer

service tracking system also provides the capability to enter, log, track, route and monitor the
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status of customer complaints and other customer service related items.

Ab employee, such as a bank teller first determines a status of the requested

document. re specifically, the employee compares the specific document parameter of
the requested figancial document to the predetermined parameter to deteﬁnine if the
specific document\parameter is | greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined
parameter. If the specific document parameter is .a particular numerical seqﬁence and the
predetermined parametey is a predetermined numerical value, then the employee compares
the particular numerical sequencé of the financial document to the predetermined
numerical value to determing if the particular numerical sequence is greater than, less than,
or equal to the predetermined Numerical value. Further, if as in the preferred embodiment,
the particular numerical sequenge is a record datev of the financial document, and the
predetermined numerical value is\ a pre-selected date, then the employee compares the
record date of the financial documejt to the pre-selected date to detenniped if the recqrd
date is later than, earlier than, or equal o the pre-selected date.

The customer service tracking system enables a bank employee, such as a bank teller,
to submit the request. More specifically, the employee utilizes the computer terminal 11
located at the bank and connected to both the off-site and on-site storage systems to access
one of the storage systems in response to the comparison of the specific document
parameter of the requested financial document to the predetermined parameter. For
instance, when the paﬁicular numerical sequence of the financial document is greater than

the predetermined numerical value, the employee preferably utilizes the computer terminal

11 to access the off-site storage system, and when the particular numerical sequence of the
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financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value, the
employee preferably utilizes the computer terminal 11 to access the on-site storage system.
As discussed above, the documents have a numerical sequence equal to the predetermined
numerical value may be stored in either the off-site or on-site storage systems.

After the computer terminal 11 is utilized to access the desired storage system, the
employee manually inputs identification data of the requested financial document into the
computer terminal 11. More specifically, when the particular numerical sequence of the
financial document is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical value, the
employee inputs identification data into a primary interface and selects the requested
document. Also, the primary interface preferably provides an option for the employee to
select among several different output formats. The primary interface is inter-linked with
the on-site storage system. In the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the

primary interface appears as follows and includes the identification data detailed below:
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Account Number: Prod Type:

Account Name: Customer Code:
Address:

- City: State: Zip Code:

Home Phone: ( ) Work Phone: ( )

Fax: ()

‘Service Code:

For Items Posted Within A Year

Copy of Statement Only Savings Items

Copy of Check/Deposit Ticket Misc (G/L, Loans, Teller, Etc)
Check(s)/Deposit(s)<30 Items Cash Letter Reconstruction
Statements and<30 Items Lockbox

Statements and>30 Items Legal Statement Only
Deposit Reconstruction Legal Statement and Items

Regardless of Posting Date
Missing Transactions ‘Returned Items
Online (Backdated/Unposted) Encoding Error/Wrong Account

T S i

EXIT FUNCTION

P32
i3
L=

]

Alternatively, when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is

o

greater than the predetermined numerical value, the employee selects an exit function at
the primary interface. The exit function distinguishes that the request is to be sent to an
5  outsourcing third party entity. Upon selection of the exit function at the primary interface,
a secondary interface, inter-linked with the exit function, is initiated. The secondary
interface is inter-linked with the off-site storage system. The erﬁployee inputs
identiﬁcation data into the secondary interface and selects the requested doc@ent. Also,

the secondary interface preferably provides an option for the employee to select among
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several different output formats. Preferably, routing, or service codes will be generated
automatically upon the initiation of the secondary interface and the inputting of the
identification data into the secondary interface. The routing codes enable the bank to
recognize that the request is being sent to the outsourced third party entity. Furthermore,
the routing codes are configured to automatically forward the inputted identification data
to the off-site storage system. The inputted identification data and the routing codes are
forwarded into the mainﬁ'ame computer 12 introduced above for temporary storage before
transfer to the off-site storage system. This temporary storage also serves to defend
against unexpected power outages, computer malfunctions, and the like. In the preferred
embodiment of the subject invention, the secondary interface appears as follows and

includes the identification data detailed below:

Account Number: Prod Type:
Account Name: Customer Code:
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Home Phone: ( ) Work Phone: ( )
Fax: ()

Service Code:

For Items Posted Prior to a Year

Copy of Statement Only Savings Items
Copy of Check/Deposit Ticket Misc (G/L, Loans, Teller, Etc)
Check(s)/Deposit(s)<30 Items Cash Letter Reconstruction
Statements and<30 Items Lockbox
Statements and>30 Items Legal Statement Only
Deposit Reconstruction Legal Statement and Items

16
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Once the bank employee has inputted the necessary identification data into either the
primary or secondary interface, then retrieval of the financial document can continue.
Specifically, the requested financial document is retrieved as defined by the inputted
identification data. Two separate document retrieval procedures are discussed hereinbelow.
One document retrieval procedure is for the financial documents having a record date earlier
than or equal to the pre-selected date—one year before the current date in this example. The
other document retrieval procedure is for the financial documents having a record date later
than the pre-selected date. As discussed above, the. one year timing selected for the pre-
selected date is simply shown as an example and any suitable time frame may be utilized. In-
fact, even all financial document retrievals may be outsourced to the third party entity. As
also discussed above, the two separate document retrieval procedures will typically operate
simultaneocusly.

With reference to the subject example, if the record date of the financial document is
earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, the remaining steps occur at the
bank. As discussed above, these steps are known as the back office production of the bank.
The request is first categorized by a research automation system. The research automation
system automates the entire workflow of a bank's research and photocopy departments by
sending requests to the appropriate sequence for processing. The downloading terminal 14
serves to perform the research automation system’s tasks.

Photocopy requests are routed to an image control system, statement requests are sent

to a document retrieval system, and requests for financial adjustments are routed to an
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adjustment system. The document terminal 16 serves to perform these tasks. In the
illustrated embodiment of the subject invention, the sample document request is for a paid
check. Hence, the categorized sequence will be the image control system which handles
'photocopy requests.

5 Referring now to Figure 3, after the request is categorized, the request is verified for
completeness and accuracy. If the request is not complete then additional data is retrieved.
The additional data is retrieved by using a sequence number retrieval system and/or an all
items research system. Once the request is complete and accurate, then the image reference

number can be determined. That is, once the request is complete and accurate, then the

. v

odi e 1 e
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requested financial document can be electronically located in the on-site storage system. The

reference number may be a routing, sequence, or any other type of indicator. The reference

e

number is determined by the image control system. The image control system is an image

o=
i==

retrieval and routing management system which works in conjunction with Kodak's
IMAGELINKTM Digital Workstations (IDW). Specifically, the image control system first

connects to a network node. The network node is any type of storage device as is known in

the art. Preferably a Kodak network node is used. The network node drives the IDW to find
the location of the image by using the reference number. Specifically, the employee is
prompted to \.ferify that the correct media is loaded in the IDW such that the IDW can locate
the image. The reference number for the document is known and the document image is

20  now verified and located.
The requested image can now be retrieved and reproduced. In other words a copy

of the digitized document (the check) is created. The copy may be created by manually
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pulling the microfilm, microfiche, or the like and photocopying the document. The copy
may also be made by printing the document from a digitized record. The photocopy of the
check is then distributed to the requesting client or other end user of the financial
institution. Other end users of the financial institution include, but are not limited to, other
financial institutions and federal and state governments. Additional information such as a
photocopy report, a statement of charges, ;1 research report and/or a daily status report may
also be produced for the requesting client, the other end user, and/or the financial institution.
The document retrieval system incorporated at the bank and the method for obtaining
electronically-stored financial documents from the on-site storage system is now completed.
Continuing with the subject example, if the record date of the financial document is
later than one year before the current date, the automated retrieval of the financial document
is outsourced to the third party entity. To begin, a separate file is automatically generated at
the bank by the input of the identification data into the seconciary interface. Referring
specifically to Figure 4, the routing codes direct the request created on the separate file to be
routed separately to the outsourced third party entity. In the preferred embodiment of the
subject invention, additional user ID’s are created to allow only selected users into the
secondary interface. The identification data stored in the separate-ﬁle and the routing codes
are downloaded to the off-site storage system for retrieval of the requested financial
documents by the outsourced downloading terminal 18. Preferably, the identification data
and routing codes are grouped into batches of common requests for optimum retrieval of
the requested financial document by the outsourced third party entity at the off-site storage

system. The downloading step may occur at any suitable predetermined interval.

19
Docket No.: 60,419-002

Page 216



TRTe—

o 0w e

il Ll

S
O

20

Preferably, the downloading will occur three times a day. The downloaded documents are
known in the industry as a basket of requests.

The subject method further includes the step of creating a back-up file of the
downloaded identification data and routing codes in the off-site storage system. The back-
up file acts as an emergency information source in case the mainframe computer 12 at the
financial institution has a catastrophic failure. In addition, the outsourced third party entity is
in direct connection with the mainframe computer 12 of the bank wherein the outsourced
third party éntity may produce a backup directory of each database file. This database
backup is an additional safe guard for the financial institution.

The downloaded identification data and routing codes are then categorized for
processing in the off-site storage system. The research automation system categorizes this
information in a like fashion as discussed above. In fact, the outsourced third party entity
uses the same computer software package as the financial institution such that the flow of
information is optimum and notAintermpted. As discussed above, the subject example
request is for a paid check. Hence, the request will be categorized into the image control
system and a sequence number will be determined by the sequencing terminal 20. Also, a
status to update the progress of the requested financial document is provided to the financial
institution.

After the request is categorized, the request, specifically the inputted identification
data, is verified for completeness and accuracy. If the request is not complete or accurate,
then additional data is retrieved. In a similar fashion as above, the additional data is

retrieved by using the sequence number retrieval system and/or the all items research
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system. As appreciated, the outsourced third party entity may retrieve this information
from the mainframe computer 12, via its direct line, or from its own backup database files.
Once the request is complete and accurate, the image reference number can be
determined. Again, as above, the reference number is determined by the image control
system.

The requested image is then retrieved. More specifically, the requested financial
document is electronically located in the off-site storage system. Additionally, the
requested financial document is also reproduced after the document is electronically
located in the off-site storage system by the outsourced document terminal 22. In other
words, a copy of the digitized document (the check) is.created. A status file is then created
for the completed transaction. Also, a status of the request is sent to the financial
institution wherein the institution may update their records. The status updates, as well as
the information connections, create a two way information exchange between the
outsourced third party entity and the bank.

The photocopy of the check is then distributed or digitally transferred to the
requesting client, the financial institution, or other end users of the financial institution. In
the preferred embodiment of the subject invention, the photocopy of the request is
distributed to the requesting client, etc. based on the routing codes. That is, in addition to
directing the request to be separately routed to the outsourced third party entity, the
routing codes also indicate an appropriate distribution for the request client or other end
user. The request is now completed.

A special circumstance occurs when the record date of one portion of the client’s
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request is earlier than or equal to one year before the current date, and when the record date
of another portion of the client’s request is later than one year before the current date. These
types of requests are known in the industry as spanned requests. One solution is to
incorporate an additional interface utilized when the employee of the bank is utilizing the
computer terminal 11 and comparing the specific document parameter of the requested
financial document to the predetermined parameter to determine if the specific document
parameter is greater than, less than, or equal to the predetermined parameter. If the reque;t is
a spanned request, then the request will be split into two separate requests which can be
handled simultaneously. A special notation would be put onto the requests such that they
may be put back together before distributing the documents to the client or other end user.
Another solution simply notifies the inputting employee that two requests should be entered
separately. A third solution sends the request to the back office production at the bank
wherein the back office employees notify the outsourced third party entity by a separate
request to retrieve the requested financial documents.

The invention has been described in an illustrative manner, and it is to be
understood that the terminology which has been used is intended to‘be in the nature of
words of description rather than of limitation. Obviously, many modifications and
variations of the present invention are possible in light of the above teachings. It is,
therefore, to be understood that within the scope of the appended claims, wherein
reference numerals are merely for convenience and are not to be in any way limiting, the

invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifically described.
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CLAIMS
What is claimed is:

1. A method for a financial institution to obtain an electronically-stored
financial document frofa an off-site storage system remotely-located from an on-site
storage system wherein thg financial document includes at least one spec_iﬁc document
parameter, said method compysing the steps of:

maintaining the financiahdocument in the off-site storage system when the specific
document parameter of the financijl document is greater than a predetermined parameter;

maintaining the financial document in the on-site storage system when the specific
document parameter of the financial dgcument is less than or equal to the predetermined
parameter;

receiving a request for the financial §ocument at the financial institution;

comparing the specific document para er of the requested financial document to

the predetermined parameter to determine g\specific document parameter is greater
than, less than, or equal to the predetermined paranigter;

utilizing a computer terminal located at the financial institution and connected to
the off-site and on-site storage systems to access one of\the storage systems in response to
the comparison of the specific document parameter of the Yequested financial document to
the predetermined parameter;

inputting identification data of the requested financial document into the computer

terminal after the desired storage system is accessed; and

23
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retrieving\ the requested financial document as defined by the inputted
identification data.

2. A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the specific document parameter
of the financial documignt is a particular numerical sequence and the predetermined
parameter is a predetermingd numerical value.

| 3. A method as sgt forth in claim 2 wherein the step of comparing the specific
document parameter to the prejetermined parameter is further defined by comparing the
particular numerical sequence of the financial document to the predetermined numerical
value to determine if the particular numerical sequence is greater than, less than, or equal
to the predetermined numerical value.

4. A method as set forth in clgim 2 wherein the particular numerical sequence
of the financial document is a record date of\the financial document and the predetermined

numerical value is a pre-selected date.

5. A method as set forth in claim 4 wherein the step of comparing the specific
document parameter to the predetermined parameter is further defined by comparing the
record date of the financial document to the pre-selected date to determined if the record
date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date.

6. A method as set forth in claim 2 wherein the step of utilizing the computer

terminal to access one of the storage systems is further defined by accessing the off-site

storage system when the particular numerical sequence is greater than the predetermined
numerical value and accessing the on-site storage system when the particular numerical

sequence is less than or equal to the predetermined numerical valu

24
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Rethod as set forth in claim 6 wherein the step of inputting identification
data of the requested\ financial document into the computer terminal is further defined by
inputting identification\data into a primary int?:rface inter-linked with the on-site storage
system when the particular numerical sequence of the financial document is less than or
equal to the predeterminedpumerical value.

8. A method as sgt forth in claim 7 wherein the step of inputting identification
data of the requested financial Yocument into the computer terminal is further defined by
selecting an exit function at the pximary interface when the particular numerical sequence
of the financial document is greater than the predetermined numerical value.
9. A method as set forth iy claim 8 wherein the selection of the exit function is
further defined by initiating a secondaty. interface inter-linked with the off-site storage

a’ e secondary interface.

10. A method as set forth in claing 9 wherein the step of inputting identification

system and inputting identification dat
data into the secondary interface is further defined by selecting a desired output format for
the requested financial document.
11. A method as set forth in claim 9 er including the step of automatically
generating routing codes upon the initiation of the sgcondary interface and the inputting of
the identification data into the secondary interface.
| 12. A method as set forth in claim 11 further\including the step of inter-linking

the exit function with the secondary interface and co

iguring the routing codes to

automatically forward the inputted identification data to the off-site storage system.

25 \
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13. A methad as set forth in claim 12 further including the step of forwarding
the inputted identificatiop data and the routing codes into a mainframe computer for
temporarily storing the identification data and routing codes in the mainframe computer.

14. A method as s forth in claim 13 further including the step of downloading
the stored identification data an§ routing codes to the off-site storage system for retrieval
of the requested financial documents.

15. A method as set forth \n claim 14 further including the step of grouping the
stored identification data and routing codes into batches of common requests for optimum
retrieval of the requested financial documeiqt.

16. A method as set forth in claim 14 further including the step of creating a
back-up file of the downloaded identification dyta and routing codes in the off-site storage

system.

17. A method as set forth in claim 14 her including the step of categorizing
the downloaded identification data and routing codes\for processing in the off-site storage
system.

18. A method as set forth in claim 17 further\including the step of providing a
status of the requested financial document to update progress to the financial institution.

19. A method as set forth in claim 17 further including the step of verifying the

completeness and accuracy of the inputted identification data.

20. A method as set forth in claim 19 wherein the ¥tep of retrieving the

26
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requested financial doc

ent is further defined by electronically locating the requested
financial document in the offksite storage system.

21. A method as sgt forth in claim 20 wherein the step of retrieving the
requested financial document is her defined by reproducing the requested financial
document after the requested fin document is electronically located in the off-site

storage system.

22. A method as set forth in clajm 21 further including the step of distributing

27
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A method for a bank to obtain an electronically-stored financial document is

disclosed. The financial document includes a specific document parameter, such as a
record date. The bank maintains the financial document in an off-site storage system when

5 the reéord date is later than a pre-selected date and in an on-site storage system when the
record date is earlier than or equal to the pre-selected date. The off-site storage system is
remotely-located from the on-site storage system. The bank receives a request for the
financial document from a client and compares the record date to the pre-selected date to

determine if the record date is later than, earlier than, or equal to the pre-selected date. In

o

e,

-
o

processing the request, the bank utilizes a computer terminal connected to the off-site and

mmn

e s

.

on-site storage systems to access one of the storage systems in response to the comparison

r—

of the record date to the pre-selected date. After accessing the appropriate storage system,

the bank inputs data into the computer terminal to identify the requested financial

i

document and then retrieves the requested financial document. The bank then reproduces

15  the requested financial document and distributes the requested financial document to the

L—
pot]

"
i

requesting client, or some other end user of the bank.

Docket No.: 60,419-002

Page 225



COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY.
FOR UNITED STATES PATENT APPLICATION

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that:

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated near my name below.

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter of which is
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled:

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY-
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

which is described and claimed in the specification of which:

X is executed on even date herewith; attomey docket number 60,419-002.

Ve

i

as United States Application Serial No.

was filed on
, and was amended on ; attorney docket number

e

I declare that this application is:

i

X _afirst filing.

___acontinuation.

i3
fmf
15 E]
i

__ acontinuation-in-part.

___adivisional.

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above.

I do not know and do not believe my invention was known or used by others in the
United States of America, or patented or described in a printed publication in any country before
my invention thereof.

I do not know and do not believe my invention was patented or described in a printed
publication in any country or in public use or on sale in the United States of America, more than

one year prior to this application.
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I acknowledge my duty to disclose information of which [ am aware which is material to
the examination of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations,

Section 1.56(a).

I hereby claim that no application for patent or inventor's certificate on this invention has
been filed in any foreign country or in the United States of Amenica prior to this application by
me or my legal representatives or assigns except as follows:

PRIORITY CLAIM

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §119(a)-(d)
of the foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also
identified below any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate filed by me on the
same subject matter having a filing date before that of the application(s) of which priority is

claimed.
X _ no such applications have been filed.

such applications have been filed as follows:

COUNTRY APPLICATION DATE OF FILING  PRIORITY
NUMBER (month, day, year) CLAIMED
- UNDER 37 USC 119

Yes__ No

I hereby claim priority to and all the benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §119(e)
of any United States provisional application(s).

no such applications have been filed.

X such applications have been filed as follows:

APPLICATION DATE OF FILING
NUMBER } (month, day, year)
60/129,021 April 13, 1999

2
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I hereby claim priority to and all the benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of
any United States application(s) listed below. If the above identified application is a
continuation-in-part application, I acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56(a) which became available between the
filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this
continuation-in-part application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations,

Section 1.63(e).

X no such applications have been filed.

such applications have been filed as follows:

APPLICATION DATE OF FILING STATUS
NUMBER (month, day, year) (patented, pending, abandoned)
POWER OF ATTORNEY

vn

o S

As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following attorneys and/or agent(s) to
prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office
connected therewith with full power of substitution and revocation. (all names listed with
corresponding registration numbers)

i

Raymond E. Scott 22,981 John E. Carlson - 37,794
Theodore W. Olds 33,080 David J. Gaskey 37,139
Harold W. Milton, JIr. 22,180 Jeffrey A. Sadowski 29,005
Kerrie A. Laba 42,777 William H. Honaker 31,623
Samuel J. Haidle 42,619 Randall L. Shoemaker 43,118
William Gottschalk 44,130 Kevin MacKenzie 45,639
David LaPrairie 46,295 David Wisz 46,350
Bharat C. Gandhi 35,146

Please address all correspondence and telephone calls to:

SAMUEL J. HAIDLE, ESQ.
HOWARD & HOWARD
1400 North Woodward Avenue, Suite 101
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-2855
(248) 645-1483
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DECLARATION

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that
all staterments made on information and belief are believed to be tfue; and further that these
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are
punishable by fine or imptisonment, or both, under Scction 1001 of Title 18 of the United States
Code and that such willful false statcments may jeopardize the validity of the application or any
patent issued thereon.

Dated: H -‘\ = Do

Post Office and
Residence Address:
. ' 1607 Kirts
Troy, MI 48084
Citizenship: United States
Dated: . ‘7’//% ) @\1 ﬂ/)ﬂ IL
! [4 Richard J. Gagnon
Post Office and
Residence Address:
69 Touraine Road
‘Grosse Pointe Farms, M1 48236

Citizenship: . United States
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VERIFIED STATEMENT BY INVENTOR CLAIMING
SMALL ENTITY STATUS [37 C.F.R. 1.9(f) and 1.27(c

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that I qualify as an independent
inventor as defined in 37 CFR 1.9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees under
Sections 41(a) and (b) of Title 35, United States Code, to the Patent and Trademark Office

with regard to the invention entitled:

METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY-
STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

described in the specification filed herewith.

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed and am under no obligation
under contract or law to assign, grant, convey or license, any rights in the invention to any
person who could not be classified as an independent inventor under 37 CFR 1.9(c) if that
person had made the invention, or to any concemn which would not qualify as a small

business concern under 37 CFR 1.9(d) or a nonprofit organization under 37 CFR 1.9(e).

Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed,
or licensed or am under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or

license any rights in the invention is listed below: None

I acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any
change in status result in loss of entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the
time of paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance fee due after the date on

which status as a small entity is no longer appropriate. {37 CFR 1.28(b)}.
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I heréby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are orue and
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that
‘these statements werc made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so
madc are punishable by finc ar imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of
‘the United Statcs Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the vatidity of
the application or any patent to which this verified statcment is directed.

Dawed:_7=[3—00

i e i

Dated: _ "//‘”’/d"

Richard J. Gagnan,

G:\In\mirrorimip00002\patennV eriSeat.doc
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re application of:  Michael D. Schulze et al.

Serial No.: _ToBeAssigmed [0/'0 154/
Group Art Unit: TW 27/ 6 /

Filed: Concurrent Herewnh
For: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN ELECTRONICALLY-STORED
FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 AND 1.98

Box Patent Application
Assistant Commissioner for Patents

Washington, D.C. 20231

Sir:

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 and in compliance with 37 CFR
1.56, Applicant hereby makes of record the items listed on the attached Form PTO-1449.
Copies of the listed items are not being provided.

Applicant notes the regulation set forth under 37 CFR 1.98(d) whereby a
copy of any patent, publication or other information listed in an Information Disclosure
Statement is not required to be provided if it was previously cited by or submitted to the
office in a prior application, provided that the prior application is properly identified in the
statement and relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120.

Applicant wishes to note that the prior previous copending application in

which the Information Disclosure Statement was filed is Serial Number 09/548,490, which
was filed on April 13, 2000.
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As statéd in the earlier Information Disclosure Statement none of these items
discloses the inventive concepts claimed in the subject application.

Applicant respectfully asserts that the substantive provisions of 37 CFR 1.97
and 37 CFR 1.98 are met by the provision of the foregoing statement.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees or

credit to Deposit Account Né). 08-2789. A duplicate of this letter is enclosed.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel J. Heidle, Registration No. 42,619
The Pinehurst Office Center

39400 Woodward Avenue, Suit 101
Bloomfield Hills, M1 48304 -5151

(248) 645-1483

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL"

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal
Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 “EXPRESS
MAIL" Mailing Label No. EV 021 424 288 US and is addressed to the Box Patent
Application, Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D. C. 20231 on March

22,2002.
%Mﬂ %
Brenda J. Hughes

G:\m\Mirrorlm\ip00006\patentdDSLtr.doc
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ’

216/

In re application of:  Michael D. Schulze et al. Group Art Unit: To Be AsSigned

10 /70954 |

Serial No.: W Examiner: To/Be_Aesiﬁe’d
1

Filed: Concurrent Herewith

For: METHOD OF OBTAINING AN

ELECTRONICALLY-STORED FINANCIAL DOCUMENT

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Box Patent Application
Assistant Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

e e

T e T T

oo

Dear Sir:

omae a

Please nd the application as follows;

IN THE SPECIFICATION:

Page 1, please replace the paragraph under the "Related Applications” section with

[
o gt o )
o e e B,

the following;

i g

i

®
%
~

is patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No.

09/548,4%0, now U.S. Patent No. , which in turn claims priority to

and all
60/129,021,\which was filed on April 13, 1999.

e advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application Serial No.

)

IN THE CLAIMS: ‘ "

Please C}n@ims 1-22 and add the following new claims;

e

Su 23.
ﬁ 9\ @\ from a first storage system

method of obtaining an electronically-stored financial document
ely-located from a second storage system wherein the
first and second storage systems each inc a plurality of financial documents stored

Q/m therein, said method comprising the steps of:

1
Attorney Docket No.: 60,419-006
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toring a plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium at the first

storage System when a specific document age of the financial document is greater than a
predetermyned age;

storijg a plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium at the second

receiving a\request for at least one of the stored financial documents;
comparing specific document age of the requested financial document to the
predetermined age to dgtermine if the specific document age is greater than, less than, or
equal to the predetermingd age;

utilizing a compiger terminal associated with the first and second storage
systems;

inputting identificatidp data of the requested financial document into the
computer terminal;

automatically accessing the first storage system through the computer terminal

§=. when the specific document age is greater than the predetermined age and automatically

accessing the second storage system\through the computer terminal when the specific

ol

document age is less than or equal to thg predetermined age; and

e amrn

retrieving the requested finandjal document as defined by the inputted

identification data in the first fixed medi

[leoll [ el il o

when the specific document age is greater

A

than the predetermined age and in the second fixed medium when a specific document

age of the financial document is less than or eq\al to the predetermined age.

24. (New) A method as set forth in claym 23 wherein the step of storing a
plurality of financial documents in a first fixed madium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on microfilm.
25. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23, wherein the step of storing a

plurality of financial documents in a first fixed medium\is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documents on microfiche.
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ew) A method® as set forth in claim 23 wherein the step of storing a

26.
plurality of financial documents in a second fixed medium is further defined as

electronically stpring the plurality of financial documents in a fixed electronic medium.

27. (New)\A method as set forth in claim 23 further including the step of
reproducing the requiested financial document after the requested financial document has
been retrieved from associated storage system.

28. (New) A method as set forth in claim 27 further including the step of
distributing the reproduced\financial document to a financial institution based on routing

codes.

29. (New) A method as get forth in claim 23 wherein the step of automatically
accessing the first and second storjge systems is further defined as accessing only one of
the storage systems at any one time.

30. (New) A method as set forth in claim 23 wherein the specific document age of
the financial document is a record date ®f the financial document and the predetermined
age is a pre-selected date.

31. (New) A method of obtaining electronically-stored financial document
from a first storage system geographically locgted at a first location, which is remotely-
located from a second storage system geographically located at a second location,
wherein the first and second storage systems ‘each include a plurality of financial
documents stored therein and wherein each of the\financial documents include at least
one specific document parameter, said method compnsing the steps of:

storing a plurality of financial documents in the first storage system at the first
geographical location when the financial document is \presented in a first geographical
area;

storing a plurality of financial documents in the\second storage system at the

second geographical location when the financial documdnt is presented in a second
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geographical area;
r&ceiving a request for at least one of the stored financial documents;
determining the geographical area in which the requested financial document was
presented to\determine the storage system in which the requested financial document is
stored;
utilizing\a computer terminal associated with the first and second storage
systems;
inputting idgntification data of the requested financial document into the
computer terminal;
automatically acgessing the first storage system at the first geographical location
through the computer tertpinal when the determined geographical area of the requested
financial document is the fiyst geographical area and automatically accessing the second
storage system at the second\geographical location through the computer terminal when
the determined geographical area of the requested financial document is the second
geographical area; and
retrieving the requested \financial document as defined by the inputted
identification data from the first stqrage system if the requested financial document is
located at the first geographical locgtion and from the second storage system if the

requested financial document is located\at the second geographical location.

32. (New) A method as set forth\in claim 31 wherein said first and second

geographical locations are different from eack other.

33. (New) A method as set forth in clagim 32 wherein said first and second

geographical areas are different from each other.

34. (New) A method as set forth in claim wherein said specific document

parameter of the financial document is a particular numerical sequence.

35. (New) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the step of automatically

accessing the first and second storage systems is further deffped as accessing only one of
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the storagg systems at any one time.

36.
plurality of

ew) A method as set forth in claim 31 wherein the steps of storing a
ancial documents in the first and second storage systems are further
defined as storiRg the financial documents in a fixed medium at one of ‘the first and
second storage sys{ems based on the specific document age of the financial document.
37. (New) A Nethod as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the
plurality of financial dgcuments in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a
plurality of financial docukgents on microfilm. ‘
38. (New) A method s set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the
in a fixed medium is further defined as storing a

plurality of financial documen

plurality of financial documents of microfiche.

39. (New) A method as set forth in claim 36 wherein the step of storing the
plurality of financial documents in a fixed medium is further defined as electronically
storing the plurality of financial documens in a fixed electronic medium.

40. (New) A method as set forth claim 31 further including the step of
reproducing the requested financial document gfter the requested financial document has

been retrieved from the associated storage syste

41. (New) A method as set forth in claiy;n 40 further including the step of

distributing the reproduced financial document to a fiyancial institution based on routing

codes.
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REMARKS

The subject preliminary amendment is being filed in conjunction with a
Continuation Application. After entry of the preliminary amendment, claims 23 - 41 will
be pending in the application with claims 23 and 31 being in independent form. No new
matter is being introduced by the addition of these claims.

The pending claims in the subject application are allowable over the prior art of
record, which is listed on the enclosed PTO-1449.

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the Application is presented in
condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. The Commissioner is
authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or credit the

account for any overpayment.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD & WARD ATTORNEYS, P.C.

Samuel J. ﬁa’fdle, Registration No. 42,619
The Pinchurst Office Center, Suite 101
39400 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151

Date: March 22, 2002 (248) 645-1483

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY “EXPRESS MAIL”

I hereby certify that the enclosed Preliminary Amendment is being deposited
with the United States Postal Service as Express Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope as
“Express Mail Post Office to Addressee”, Mailing Label No. EV 021 424 288 US and
addressed to Box Patent Application, Assistant Commissioner for Patents,
Washington, D.C. 20231, on March 22, 2002.

\/‘@b 0 il dz?% )Qlﬁl g ? @ /
Brenda J. Hughes

Page 243



W i i i

i

VERSION OF THE SPECIFICATION
WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE

IN THE SPECIFICATION:

Page 1, please amend the paragraph under the "Related Applications" section as

follows;

This patent application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No.

09/548.490, now U.S. Patent No. . which in turn claims priority to

and all the advantages of United States Provisional Patent Application Serial No.

60/129,021, which was filed on April 13, 1999 [and is entitled "REMOTE DOCUMENT

RETRIEVAL AND STORAGE SYSTEM"].
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