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Priority Frame n. A telecommunications protocol
developed by Infonet and Northern Telecom, Inc., de-
signed to carry data, facsimile, and voice information.

privacy n. The concept that a user’s data, such as
stored files and e-mail, is not to be examined by any-
one else without that user’s permission. A right to
privacy is not generally recognized on the Internet.
Federal law protects only e-mail in transit or in tem-
porary storage, and only against access by Federal
agencies. Employers often claim a right to inspect
any data on their systems. To obtain privacy, the user
must take active measures such as encryption. See
also encryption, PGP, Privacy Enhanced Mail. Com-
pare security.

Privacy Enhanced Mail ». An Internet standard for
e-mail systems that use encryption techniques to en-
sure the privacy and security of messages. Acronym.:
PEM. See also encryption, standard. Compare PGP.

Private Branch Exchange n. See PBX.

private channel 7. In Internet relay chat (IRC), a
channel reserved for use by a certain group of
people. Private channel names are hidden from view
by the public at large. Also called secret channel. See
also IRC.

Private Communications Technology n. See PCT
(definition 2).

private folders 7. In a shared network environment,
those folders on a user’s computer that are not acces-
sible by other users on the network. Compare public
folders.

private key n. One of two keys in public key encryp-
tion. The user keeps the private key secret and uses it
to encrypt digital signatures and to decrypt received
messages. See also public key encryption. Compare
public key.

private line . See dedicated line (definition 1).

privatization n. Generally, the process of turning
something over from government to commercial in-
dustry control. In the context of computer science
and the Internet, the term refers to the government’s
turning over of various Internet backbones to private
industry—for example, control of NSFnet was
passed from the government to private business in
1992—and to the government’s more recent (1998)
privatization of responsibility for domain names and
addresses, which was shifted from IANA and NSI/
InterNIC to a new organization known as ICANN.,
See also IANA, ICANN, InterNIC.
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privileged instruction n. An instrucg;
machine instruction) that can be execul
operating system. Privileged i 1nstructio
cause the operating system needs to perie
operations that applications should not
perform; therefore, only the operatmg“gy
tines have the necessary privilege to exe
particular instructions.

privileged mode n. A mode of execution. s
by the protected mode of the Intel 80286 4
microprocessors, in which software can ca:ry
restricted operations that manipulate critic
nents of the system, such as memory and i
put ports (channels). Application programs ¢
executed in privileged mode; the heart (kem
OS/2 operating system can be, as can the prog
(device drivers) that control devices attached
system.

privileges n. See access privileges.

PRN n. The logical device name for printer A
reserved by the MS-DOS operating system for t
standard print device. PRN usually refers to a
system’s first parallel port, also known as LPTL

probability 7. The likelihood that an event will h
pen, which can often be estimated mathematically.
In mathematics, statistics and probability theory are
related fields. In computing, probability is used to
determine the likelihood of failure or error in a sy
tem or device.

problem solving . 1. The process of devising and
implementing a strategy for finding a solution or for
transforming a less desirable condition into a more
desirable one. 2. An aspect of artificial intelligence ;
wherein the task of problem solving is performed
solely by a program. See also artificial intelligence.

procedural language n. A programming languagein
which the basic programming element is the proce-
dure (a named sequence of statements, such as a 1ou-
tine, subroutine, or function). The most widely used
high-level languages (C, Pascal, Basic, FORTRAN,
COBOL, Ada) are all procedural languages. See also
procedure. Compare nonprocedural language.

procedural rendering ». The rendering of a two-
dimensional image from three-dimensional coordi-
nates with texturing according to user-specified
conditions, such as direction and degree of lighting.

procedure 7. In a program, a named sequence of
statements, often with associated constants, data



 procedure call

types, and variables, that usuall
task. A procedure can usyal]
other procedures, as well as by the main body of the
program. Some languages distinguish between a pro- ceived and developed for the purpose of competing
cedure and a function, with the latter (the function) in a commercijal market. Although computers are
returning a value. See also function, parameter, pro- products, the term is more commonly applied to sofi-
cedural language, routine, subroutine,

ware, peripherals, and accessories in the computing
procedure call ». In programming, an instruction that arena.

causes a procedure to be executed. A procedure call
can be located in another procedure or in the main
body of the program. See also procedure.

¥ performs a single

called Cartesian product, Compare inner join. 2. In
y be called (executed) by

mathematics, the result of multiplying two or more
numbers. 3. In the most general sense, an entity con-

production system . In eXpert systems, an approach
to problem solving based on an “IF this, THEN that”

approach that uses a set of rules, a database of infor-
. ‘ . ” .
process' 7. A program or part of a program; a coher- mation, and a “rule interpreter” to march premises

ent sequence of steps undertaken by a program, with facts and form a conclusion. Production systems
* vb. To manipulate data with 4 o are also known as rule-based Systems or inference
Process™ vo. ) P L W program. systems. See also expert system.
P roce'ss-bzu:;e:zncijl.nl‘;m‘;:ted lm pe rfom:a?c:: iy P :;' Professional Graphics Adapter n. A video adapter
cessing req $oee aiso con.'np utatio ' ound. introduced by IBM, primarily for CAD applications.
process color n. A method of handling color in a The Professional Graphics Adapter is capable of dis-
docn.ment in wl}lch cainch block of color is separated playing 256 colors, with a horizontal resolution of
into its subtractive primary color components for 640 pixels and a vertical resolution of 480 pixels.
printing: cyan, magenta, and yellow (as well. as Acronym: PGA.
plack). Al.l othgr colors are created by t.’lendlflg lay- Professional Graphics Display n. An analog display
ers of various sizes of halftone Spots printed in cyan, . . . .
. Introduced by IBM, intended for use with their Pro-
magenta, and yellow to create the Image. See also . . .
: . .. fessional Graphics Adapter. See also Professional
color model, color Separation (definition 1). Compare .
Graphics Adapter.
spot color. 1
_Processing ». The manipulation of data within a com- P roﬁlez 7 See user profile,
puter system, Processing is the vita] step between profile
Ieceiving data (input) and producing results (out-
put)—the task for which computers are designed,

vb. To analyze a Program to determine how

much time is spent in different parts of the program
during execution.

rCessor n. See central processing unit, micropro- Profiles for Open Systems Inter networking
Technology n. See POSIT.
essor Direct Slot 1, See PDS (definition 1). program' n. A sequence of instructions that can be
cessor Input/Output » See PIO executed by a computer. The term can refer to the
P . put . T ) original source code or to the executable (machine
P’?‘"gy Information Service 1. An online informa- language) version. Also called software. Spe also
on setvice founded by IBM and Sears. Like its program creation, routine, statement.
competitors America Online and CompuServe, )
: o program? vb. To create a computer program, a set of
18y offers access to databases and file libraries . . .
e, chat special interest groups, e-mail. and ’ Instructions that a computer or other device executes

- : to perform a series of actions
et connectivity, Also called Prodigy. wo};k o

Uct n. 1. An operator in th
' In databage management

Or a particular type of
e relational algebra
that, when applied to program card n. See PC Card, ROM card,

), results in the creation program cartridge n. See ROM cartridge,

Program counter n, A register (small, high-speed

) memory circuit within a microprocessor) that con-
Ielation with tuples from the second. The num- tains the address (location) of the instruction to be
executed next in the program sequence,

359

program counter
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