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APPARATUS FOR ENTITLING AND
TRANSMITTING SERVICE INSTANCES TO
REMOTE CLIENT DEVICES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion entitled “APPARATUS FOR ENTITLING REMOTE
CLIENT DEVICES,” having Ser. No. 10/382,944, filed Mar.
6,2003, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,181,010 which is a continuation-
in-part of Ser. No. 10/154,495 now U.S. Pat. No. 6,748,080,
entitled, “APPARATUS FOR ENTITLING REMOTE CLI-
ENT DEVICES,” filed May 24, 2002, which is entirely incor-
porated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to communications sys-
tems, such as subscriber television systems, among others,
and more specifically to providing service instances to remote
devices in the communication systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Frequently, broadband systems transmit television signals
and programs to subscribers of a conditional access system,
or a subscriber network system. Broadband systems, such as
cable and satellite television systems, typically include a hea-
dend for receiving programming and/or data from various
sources and redistributing the programming and other data
through a distribution system to subscribers. The headend
receives programming signals from a variety of sources, such
as content providers or entitlement agents, and combines the
signals from the various sources, and transmits the combined
signals through the distribution system to subscriber equip-
ment. The subscriber network system offers subscribers of
the system with services such as, but not limited to, Internet
service and telephone service and potentially hundreds of
program selections or service instances. Service instances
include, but are not limited to, an installment of an audio or
visual or audio/visual program. A service instance can be
broadcast to all of the subscribers of the conditional access
system, a portion of the subscribers, or an individual sub-
scriber. Service instances include regular programming, spe-
cial programming such as pay-per-view, and subscriber
requested services such as personal television.

At a subscriber location, a digital subscriber communica-
tions terminal (DSCT) is typically coupled to a coaxial outlet
by a short coaxial cable and the coaxial outlet is coupled to the
broadband distribution system. Today, there are many sub-
scriber devices such as, but not limited to, smart appliances,
laptop computers, personal digital assistants (PDAs), video
cassette recorders (VCRs) and televisions that can receive
service instances and other information from the subscriber
network.

The DSCT and the subscriber devices are sometimes
coupled together via a local area network (LAN), which can
be wired or wireless or a combination thereof. Wired com-
munication paths include, among others, HomePNA 1, 2, and
3 which uses home telephone lines and coaxial cable and
which has a data transfer rate of up to 1, 10, and 100 Mbps,
respectively, HomePlug, which has a data transfer rate of 14
Mbps, and Ethernet. Other mechanisms for connecting the
DSCT to other subscriber devices include transmitting using
QAM modulation over coaxial cables. Wired communication
has the disadvantage of requiring that a wire extend from the
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DSCT to the subscriber device, which in an existing sub-
scriber residence may entail retrofitting the residence, and
that can be expensive. Therefore, it is frequently desirable to
couple subscriber devices to the DSCT using wireless com-
munication, especially with the proliferation of portable com-
puting devices. Wireless communication allows the sub-
scriber to easily move his or her portable computing device,
smart appliance, and other client-devices, within his or her
wireless LAN while remaining connected to the subscriber
network through the subscriber’s DSCT and also eliminating
the need to wire multiple rooms with coaxial cable or other
wires. Wireless technologies have advanced so that they
enable data to be pumped quickly through a wireless connec-
tion. The Institute for Electronics and Electrical Engineers
(IEEE) 802.11b standard enables the user to transfer data at a
rate approximately equal to Ethernet data rates, about 10
Mbps. As such it is sometimes called wireless Ethernet. IEEE
802.11a enables transfer rates of up to 54 Mbps. Industry
collaboration, Bluetooth 2.0 enables users to transfer data at a
rate of about 10 Mbps. HomeRF 2.0 is another industry col-
laboration, backed by a few ofthe same companies promoting
the Bluetooth standard, and like Bluetooth 2.0, has a maxi-
mum data transfer rate of about 10 Mbps.

However, local area networks introduce security and con-
trol concerns for the operators of the subscriber network
system due to issues such as payment, theft of services, and
privacy. Thus, there exists a need for a system that addresses
these concerns.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a broadband communications
system, such as a cable television system, in which the pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention may be
employed.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a headend in the broadband
communication system in which the preferred embodiment of
the present invention may be employed.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the digital subscriber commu-
nication terminal.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart of steps taken to dynamically estab-
lish an encryption scheme.

FIG. 5is a flow chart of steps taken in determining whether
to provide a service instance to a client-device.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of steps taken to provide a service
instance to a client-device.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a secure element.

FIG. 8A is a block diagram of an entitlement management
message.

FIG. 8B is a block diagram representing making an authen-
tication token used in the entitlement management message.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a client-receiver.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart of steps taken to access web-based
services at a client-device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will be
described more fully hereinafter with reference to the accom-
panying drawings in which like numerals represent like ele-
ments throughout the several figures, and in which an exem-
plary embodiment of the invention is shown. The present
invention may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi-
ments set forth herein. The examples set forth herein are
non-limiting examples and are merely examples among other
possible examples.
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In one preferred embodiment, a digital subscriber commu-
nication terminal (DSCT), which is located at a subscriber’s
premises, receives services from the headend of a subscriber
television system (STS). The DSCT manages a local area
network (LAN) at the subscriber’s premises and provides
services to client-receivers coupled to the LAN. The DSCT
and the client-receivers preferably communicate using web-
based protocols such as messages formatted according to
HTTP carried in TCP/IP packets. The DSCT is adapted to,
among other things, selectively provide the services received
from the headend to the client-receivers in a web-based for-
mat such as HTTP web pages or other web-based protocols
known to those skilled in the art.

In one preferred embodiment, the DSCT receives content
from the headend and selectively converts the content from a
given format to a new format before providing the content to
a client-receiver. The DSCT selects the new format using
criteria such as, but not limited to, the transmission path
between the client-receiver and the DSCT, and/or the device
type of the client-receiver.

In yet another preferred embodiment, a subscriber accesses
services provided by the STS using the subscriber’s client-
receiver. The subscriber uses a web-based browser to display
an index of services. Typically, the index is in the form of an
electronic program guide, and in the electronic program guide
the services are displayed as hyperlinks. The subscriber
selects a service by clicking on the hyperlink of the selected
service, which causes a message to be transmitted to the
DSCT. The DSCT determines whether the client-receiver is
entitled to the selected service, and if so, transmits the content
of the selected service in a web-based format to the client-
receiver. In that case, the web-browser of the client-receiver
typically opens a new window for displaying the content of
the selected service.

The logic of the preferred embodiment(s) of the present
invention can be implemented in hardware, software, firm-
ware, or a combination thereof. In the preferred
embodiment(s), the logic is implemented in software or firm-
ware that is stored in a memory and that is executed by a
suitable instruction execution system. If implemented in
hardware, as in an alternative embodiment, the logic can be
implemented with any or a combination of the following
technologies, which are all well known in the art: a discrete
logic circuit(s) having logic gates for implementing logic
functions upon data signals, an application specific integrated
circuit (ASIC) having appropriate combinational logic gates,
a programmable gate array(s) (PGA), a field programmable
gate array (FPGA), etc. In addition, the scope of the present
invention includes embodying the functionality of the pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention in logic embod-
ied in hardware or software-configured mediums.

Any process descriptions or blocks in flow charts should be
understood as representing modules, segments, or portions of
code which include one or more executable instructions for
implementing specific logical functions or steps in the pro-
cess, and alternate implementations are included within the
scope of the preferred embodiment of the present invention in
which functions may be executed out of order from that
shown or discussed, including substantially concurrently or
in reverse order, depending on the functionality involved, as
would be understood by those reasonably skilled in the art of
the present invention. In addition, the process descriptions or
blocks in flow charts should be understood as representing
decisions made by a hardware structure such as a state
machine known to those skilled in the art.

A description of a subscriber television system is provided
hereinbelow. First an overview of a subscriber television sys-
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tem is given in FIG. 1, then a description of the functionality
and components of the headend is provided in FIG. 2, and
then in FIGS. 3-8 a description of the functionality and com-
ponents of a DSCT are provided. In FIGS. 9 and 10, a descrip-
tion of the functionality and components of client-receiver at
a subscriber’s premises is given. Non-limiting embodiments
of the present invention are described in the context of a
DSCT located at the subscriber’s location.

Subscriber Television System Overview

In this discussion, a two-way interactive digital subscriber
television system or a digital subscriber network is also
referred to as a Digital Broadband Delivery System (DBDS).
An overview of an exemplary DBDS is provided in U S. Pat.
No. 6,157,719, entitled “Conditional Access System”, which
is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. A
function of the DBDS is to: provide interfaces to content
providers, service providers and entitlement agents; control
access to and the use of the content and services; and to
distribute the content and services to subscribers. For the
purposes of this disclosure, an entitlement agent is an entity
that provides the subscribers of the DBDS with entitlements
for services and content associated with the entitlement agent,
and an entitlement is the authority to access a service. The
content providers and services providers may not want to be
in the business of managing entitlements for the subscribers
of the DBDS. In that case, the content and services from the
content and service providers are associated with the entitle-
ment agent and the entitlement agent provides the subscribers
with the entitlements for the associated content and services.
In addition, services and content associated with an entitle-
ment agent include services and content provided to the
DBDS by the entitlement agent.

The subscriber network system offers subscribers of the
system services such as, but not limited to, Internet service
and telephone service and potentially hundreds of program
selections or service instances. Service instances include, but
are not limited to, an installment of an audio or visual or
audio/visual program. A service instance can be broadcast to
all of the subscribers of the conditional access system, a
portion of the subscribers, or an individual subscriber. Service
instances include regular programming, special program-
ming such as pay-per-view, and subscriber requested services
such as personal television.

The distribution system can include a variety of media,
which can handle multiple in-band signals. Typically, in a
subscriber system, such as a cable television system, the
in-band signals are 6 MHz wide, which correspond to the
bandwidth used to transmit a conventional analog television
program. Today, many programs and service instances are
transmitted in a digital format, such as, but not limited to,
motion picture experts group (MPEG) because MPEG pro-
grams require less bandwidth than conventional analog pro-
grams.

MPEG Programming

In a digital format, a program is encoded into its elemen-
tary parts, such as video, audio, etc. Frequently, a program
can use more than one audio track so that the program can be
heard in several different languages such as English, French,
Spanish, or German, and each audio track is an elementary
stream of the program. Programs may also have accompany-
ing data tracks such as for closed-captioning. The program is
further encoded so that the elementary parts are packetized
into multiple packets. MPEG is a common format used for
packetizing a digital program. A packet identifier (PID) iden-
tifies each of the packets, and all of the packets that make up
an elementary part of the program have the same PID values.
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For example, all of the video packets might have the PID
value of 251 and, all of the English audio packets might have
a PID value of 255, closed-captioning in English 256, etc.

In a conventional analog system, only one analog program
is transmitted through a 6 MHz wide pipe, but a 6 MHz wide
pipe can carry a transport stream that includes several multi-
plexed digital programs. Generally, the transport stream is
made up of multiple programs or service instances that are
multiplexed together. The programs or service instances are
carried in elementary streams or PID streams, which are
streams of packets having the same PID values, and each PID
stream of'the transport stream has a unique value. The packets
of a program are transmitted in a synchronized manner, such
that the packets of the program are received at the appropriate
time so that the video and audio are synchronized when the
program is viewed. For the purposes of this disclosure, a
digital transport stream is described in terms of an MPEG
transport stream, but this is for exemplary purposes only.

Inan MPEG transport stream, the PID values range from 0
to 8,191. Certain PID values such as zero and 8,191 are
reserved and are assigned to packets having specific informa-
tion or functions. For example, stuffing packets, which are
assigned the PID value of 8,191, are filler packets that are
inserted into the transport stream when there are no other
packets available for transmission. Program association
tables (PATs) are assigned the PID value of zero, and are used
to map programs to their program map tables (PMTs). (Each
program of a transport stream has a unique program number.)
For example, a program such as “The Dirty Dozen ” can have
the program number of 15, and in that case, the PAT maps
program number 15 to a PMT, such as PMT 256. The PMT
256 is the packet of the transport stream that has the PID value
256, and PMT 256 maps the elementary streams of program
15 to their PID streams. For example, PMT 256 maps the
video stream of “The Dirty Dozen” to PID stream 262, and
English audio stream to PID stream 263.

MPEG as referenced in this application is described in the
MPEG-1, MPEG-2 and MPEG-4 standards. The MPEG-1
standards (ISO/IEC 11172), the MPEG-2 standards (ISO/
[EC 13818) and the MPEG-4 standards (ISO/IEC 14496) are
described in detail in the International Organization for Stan-
dardization document ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 N (June
1996 for MPEG-1, July 1996 for MPEG-2, and October 1998
for MPEG-4), which is hereby incorporated by reference.

Subscriber Television Network

Referring to FIG. 1, a digital broadband distribution sys-
tem (DBDS) 100 includes, in one example among others, a
headend 102, a plurality of hubs 104, multiple nodes 106, a
plurality of subscriber locations 108, and a plurality of digital
subscriber communication terminals (DSCTs) 110. The hea-
dend 102 provides the interface between the DBDS 100 and
content and service providers 114, or entitlement agents, such
as broadcasters, internet service providers, and the like via
communication link 162. The transmission medium 162
between the headend 102 and the content and service provid-
ers 114 is typically two-way, thereby allowing for two-way
interactive services such as Internet access via DBDS 100,
video-on-demand, interactive program guides, etc. In the pre-
ferred embodiment, the hubs 104 are also in direct two-way
communication with the content and service providers 114
via communication link 162 for providing two-way interac-
tive services.

In the preferred embodiment, the headend 102 is in direct
communication with the hubs 104 via communication link
150. In addition, the headend 102 is in direct communication
with the nodes 106 via communication link 152 and in direct
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6

communication with the subscriber locations 108 via com-
munication link 154. Whether or not the headend 102 is in
direct communication with subscriber locations 108 is a mat-
ter of implementation.

The hub 104 receives programming and other information,
which is typically in a protocol such as ATM or Ethernet, from
headend 102 via transmission medium 150. The hub 104
transmits information and programming via transmission
medium 152 to nodes 106, which then transmit the informa-
tion to subscriber locations 108 through transmission
medium 154. Whether the hub 104 communicates directly to
subscriber locations 108 or to nodes 106 is matter of imple-
mentation, and in the preferred embodiment, the hub 104 is
also adapted to transmit information and programming
directly to subscriber locations 108 via transmission medium
154.

In the preferred embodiment, the transmission medium
150 and 152 are optical fibers that allow the distribution of
high quality and high-speed signals, and the transmission
medium 154 is either broadband coaxial cable or optical fiber.
When the communication path from the headend 102 to the
DSCT 110 includes a combination of coaxial cable and opti-
cal cable, the communication path is frequently referred to as
a hybrid-fiber-coax (HFC) communication path. In alterna-
tive embodiments, the transmission media 150, 152 and 154
can include one or more of a variety of media, such as optical
fiber, coaxial cable, satellite, direct broadcast, terrestrial digi-
tal, Multichannel Multipoint Distribution System (MMDS)
or other transmission media known to those skilled in the art.
Typically, the transmission media 150, 152 and 154 are two-
way communication media through which both in-band and
out-of-band information are transmitted. Through the trans-
mission media 150, 152, and 154 subscriber locations 108 are
in direct or indirect two-way communication with the head-
end 102 and/or the hub 104. Typically, when the DSCT 110 is
in satellite, MMDS, or terrestrial-digital broadcast commu-
nication with the headend 102, the communication path is
one-way from the headend 102 to the DSCT 110, but in that
case, the DSCT 110 and the headend 102 are in two-way
communication via a telephone network (not shown).

The hub 104 functions as a mini-headend for the introduc-
tion of programming and services to sub-distribution network
160. The sub-distribution network 160 includes hub 104 and
the plurality of nodes 106 connected to hub 104. Having a
plurality of hubs 104 that function as mini-headends facili-
tates the introduction of different programming, data and
services to different sub-distribution networks of DBDS 100.
For example, the subscriber location 108(b), which is con-
nected to node 106(b), can have different services, data and
programming available than the services, data and program-
ming available to subscriber location 108(c), which is con-
nected directly to headend 102, even though the subscriber
locations 108(5) and 108(c) may be in close physical prox-
imity to each other. Services, data and programming for sub-
scriber location 108(5) are routed through hub 104 and node
106(5); and hub 104 can introduce services, data and pro-
gramming into the DBDS 100 that are not available through
the headend 102. In addition, in one preferred embodiment,
the hub 104 and the DSCTs 110 of the hub’s sub-distribution
network 160 are in two-way communication, which enables
the hub 104 to provide real-time conditional access to its
DSCTs 110. Details by which the headend 102 provides
conditional access to the DSCTs 110 of the DBDS 100 are
provided hereinbelow. Because the hub 104 functions as a
mini-headend, it can implement the same or similar proce-
dures to provide conditional access.
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A DSCT 110, which is located at a subscriber’s premises
108, provides among other things, a two-way interface
between the DBDS 100 and the subscriber. The DSCT 110
decodes and further process the signals for display on a dis-
play device, such as a television set (TV) 112 or a computer
monitor, among other examples. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that in alternative embodiments the equipment for
first decoding and further processing the signal can be located
in a variety of equipment, including, but not limited to, a
DSCT, a computer, a TV, a monitor, or an MPEG decoder,
among others.

Secure communication between the headend 102 and the
DSCTs 110 is preferably accomplished using pairs of asym-
metrical keys known to those skilled in the art, such as Rivest,
Shamir, & Adleman (RSA) public key encryption technology.
Briefly described, an asymmetrical key pair includes a public
key. which is distributed to the public, and a private key,
which is not distributed. Content that is encrypted with a
public key can only be decrypted using the corresponding
private key. A message that is signed with a private key is
authenticated with the corresponding public key. The head-
end 102 and the DSCT 110 can securely communicate after
they have exchanged public keys.

The headend 102 includes a database (not shown) that has
the public key of each DSCT 110 in the DBDS 100. The
headend 102 can securely communicate with a particular
DSCT 110 by encrypting the content of a message using the
public key of the particular DSCT 110. Only the particular
DSCT 110 that has the corresponding private key can decrypt
the content of the message. The private key of the headend
102 can also sign the message, and in that case the DSCT 110
uses the public key of the headend 102 to authenticate the
message. For details regarding cryptography that a reason-
ably skilled person would understand see, Bruce Schneier,
“Applied Cryptography”, John Wiley & Sons, 1994. The
DSCT 110 can also communicate with the headend 102 using
public key-private key cryptography.

Inthe preferred embodiment, when the DSCT 110is manu-
factured it is assigned a serial number, and it is provided with
its own private key-public key pair and with a public key of an
access controlling authority. The keys are provided to the
DSCT 110 in a secure manner and stored in a protected
memory in the DSCT 110. The manufacturer of the DSCT
maintains a database that includes the public keys and the
serial numbers of each of the DSCTs 110 that the manufac-
turer produces. Each DSCT 110 in the DBDS 100 has a
unique serial number, and the serial number, which can be the
MAC address of the DSCT 110, is used for addressing mes-
sages to the DSCT 110. The manufacturer provides a copy of
the public key and the serial number of each DSCT 110 in the
DBDS 100 to the operator of the DBDS 100. In that case, the
manufacturer is a key certification authority that certifies to
the operator of the DBDS 100 that a given public key belongs
to a specific DSCT 110. The operator of the DBDS 100
maintains its database of public keys and serial numbers of
each DSCT 110 in the DBDS 100.

In the preferred embodiment, the DSCT 110 is provided
with multiple public keys during its manufacture. The DSCT
110 implicitly trusts these public keys because they were
given to the DSCT 110 during its manufacture in a secure
fashion. Consequently, the DSCT 110 trusts any message that
is signed by a private key corresponding to one of these
trusted public keys. At least one of the trusted public keys can
be replaced by a different public key, which then becomes a
trusted public key. To replace a particular trusted public key,
the DSCT 110 receives two messages with a new public key
included therein. A different private key signs each one of the
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two messages, and each private key corresponds to one of the
trusted public keys stored in the DSCT 110. However, the
signing private keys do not correspond to the particular
trusted public key that is being replaced. The DSCT 110 uses
its trusted public keys to verify that the messages were signed
by one of the corresponding private keys, and the DSCT 110
only replaces one of its trusted public keys when the message
is verified.

Before the DSCT 110 receives and accesses service
instances from the headend 102, the DSCT 110 is registered
with the headend 102 and entitled to the service instances.
When the DSCT 110 is connected to the DBDS 100, it sends
a message, which includes the serial number of the DSCT
110, to the headend 102. The operator of the DBDS 100
compares the serial number of the DSCT 110 against its
database and registers the DSCT 110 if the database includes
the serial number ofthe DSCT 110. Generally, the operator of
the DBDS 100 replaces one of the trusted public keys of the
DSCT 110 with its own trusted public key. This is accom-
plished by having the manufacturer of the DSCT 110 digitally
sign two messages, each of which include the new trusted
public key, for the DSCT 110 and then sending the two
messages to the DSCT 110.

In one preferred embodiment, the operator of the DBDS
100 acts as the access controlling authority that controls
access to the subscriber network. In another embodiment,
among others, the manufacturer of the DSCT 110 acts as the
access controlling authority. There is conditional access
authority (CAA) logic implemented in the headend 102 that
the access controlling authority uses for controlling access to
the DBDS 100. The conditional access authority sends the
DSCT 110 a secure message such as an entitlement manage-
ment message (EMM), which is digitally signed by a private
key of the conditional access authority. For the purposes of
this disclosure, a secure message includes, as a non-limiting
example, a message that has been digitally signed by the
sender so that the recipient can verify the source of the mes-
sage and verify that the content of the received message was
not tampered with nor corrupted in transmission. The content
of a secure message may be encrypted when the sender wants
to make the content private or the content can be transmitted
without encryption.

In the preferred embodiment, the private key of the condi-
tional access authority corresponds to one of the trusted pub-
lic keys of the DSCT 110. The DSCT 110 authenticates the
EMM using the trusted public key of the conditional access
authority and acts upon the EMM only if the EMM is authen-
ticated as having come from the conditional access authority.
Among other things, the conditional access authority uses
EMMs to instruct the DSCT 110 to allocate a portion of its
memory for entitlement information related to a service
instance provided by an entitlement agent and to provide the
DSCT 110 with the public key for an entitlement agent.

The CAA establishes an entitlement agent in the DSCT by
having the DSCT 110 partition its memory such that a portion
of the memory is allocated to the entitlement agent, and then
providing the DSCT with the public key of the entitlement
agent. Once the entitlement agent is established with the
DSCT, the DSCT 110 sends its public key to the entitlement
agent, after which they can securely communicate using
signed and encrypted messages. The entitlement agent is
authorized by the CAA to manage the portion of the memory
allocated to it and to provide entitlements for services asso-
ciated with the entitlement agent.

The DSCT 110 is preferably in communication with the
client-receiver 122 via communication link 120. In the pre-
ferred embodiment, the communication link 120 is wireless
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such as, but not limited to, Institute for Electronics and Elec-
trical Engineers (IEEE) standards 802.11a, 802.11b,
802.11g, HiperLAN/2, HomeRF 2, Bluetooth 2, and
802.15.3. In alternative embodiments, the DSCT 110 is in
communication with multiple client-receivers via one or
more communication links, such as, but not limited to,
twisted-wire or Ethernet, telephone line, electrical power line
and coaxial cable.

The client-receiver 122 is in two-way communication with
the DSCT 110 and receives information and service instances
therefrom. In one embodiment, the DSCT 110 acts as a proxy
for the client-receiver 122, and in that case, the headend 102
transmits service instances and messages to the DSCT 110,
and the DSCT 110 then processes the service instances before
re-transmitting them to the client-receiver 122. In this
embodiment, theheadend 102 may or may not be aware of the
client-receiver 122. Because the DSCT 110 proxies for the
client-receiver 122, the headend 102 and client-receiver 122
need only communicate with the DSCT 110, and neither the
headend 102 nor the client-receiver 122 need to be aware of
each other’s existence. An advantage of this arrangement is
that the headend 102 software need not be modified, or only
minimally modified, and that the client-receiver 122 only
needs to interface with the DSCT 110, which may simplify
the design.

In another embodiment, the client-receiver 122 is acknowl-
edged by the headend 102, and the headend 102 communi-
cates with the client-receiver 122 through the DSCT 110. The
DSCT 110 still processes messages communicated between
the headend 102 and the client-receiver 122, but in this
embodiment, the DSCT 110 acts as a facilitator, not as a
proxy, for the client-receiver 122. For example, in one
embodiment, the DSCT 110 authenticates and when neces-
sary decrypts messages from the headend 102 that are
addressed to the client-receiver 122, and other times passes
content directly to the client-receiver 122.

In another embodiment, the DSCT 110 is a gateway for the
client-receiver 122 and merely passes communication
between the client-receiver 122 and the headend 102. In yet
another embodiment, the DSCT 110 decrypts messages and
other information from the headend 102 and re-encrypts them
for the client-receiver 122,

In the latter two embodiments, note that the headend 102
and client-receiver 122 may share secrets of which the DSCT
110 is unaware. Because the DSCT 110 is merely passing
messages and does not have the ability to decrypt them, this
preserves the privacy of the client-receiver’s 122 access to
services from the headend 102.

In one preferred embodiment, the DSCT is a gateway that
connects the client-receivers 122 to the headend, which
assigns 1P addresses to the client-receivers 122 and which
provides the client-receivers 122 with the IP address of a
domain name server (DNS) at the headend 102. The DNS
provides the client-receivers 122 with the IP address of the
DSCT 110.

In the preferred embodiment, the LAN at the subscriber
location 108 is self-aware. When a new client-receiver 122 is
brought into the L AN, the client-receiver 122 discovers the
network and communicates with the DSCT 110. In one
embodiment, the client-receiver 122 and the DSCT 110 com-
municate via a standard such as Open Server Gateway inter-
face (OSGi). Other non-limiting embodiments include com-
municating via Universal Plug and Play (UPnP), Home Audio
Video Interoperability (HAVi), Jini, and the CableLabs
CableHome standard. The choice of a communication proto-
col is a matter of implementation and factors for choosing the
communication protocol include the type of communication
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link coupling the DSCT 110 to the client-receiver 122 and the
typeofclient-receiver 122. The client-receiver 122 canbe any
smart appliance including, but not limited to, a laptop com-
puter, a computer, a personal digital assistant (PDA), VCR,
another DSCT 110, or television, or the like, adapted to
receive information or a service instance from the subscriber
network system.

Among other things, the DSCT 110 preferably includes a
web-server that provides web-based services and content to
the client-receivers 122. The client-receivers 122 and the
DSCT 110 communicate with each other and with the web-
server using web-based protocols, such as, but not limited to,
HTTP carried in TCP/IP packages.

The web-server is adapted to receive content such as, but not
limited to, service instances, electronic program guides,
advertisements, and other system information and process the
content such that the content can be accessed by entitled
client-receivers 122 using web-browsers or other web-based
technology known to those skilled in the art.

Headend

Referring to FIG. 2, in a typical system of the preferred
embodiment of the invention, the headend 102 receives con-
tent from a variety of input sources, which caninclude, but are
not limited to, a direct feed source (not shown), a video
camera (not shown), an application server (not shown), and
other input sources (not shown). The input signals are trans-
mitted from the content providers 114 to the headend 102 via
a variety of communication links 162, which include, but are
not limited to, satellites (not shown), terrestrial broadcast
transmitters (not shown) and antennas (not shown), and direct
lines (not shown). The signals provided by the content pro-
viders, or entitlement agents, can include a single program or
a multiplex of programs.

The headend 102 generally includes a plurality of receivers
218 that are each associated with a content source. Generally,
content is transmitted from the receivers 218 as a transport
stream 240. MPEG encoders, such as encoder 220, are
included for digitally encoding content such as local pro-
gramming or a feed from a video camera. Typically, the
encoder 220 produces a variable bit rate transport stream.
Prior to being modulated, some of the signals may require
additional processing, such as signal multiplexing, which is
preformed by multiplexer 222.

A switch, such as asynchronous transfer mode (ATM)
switch 224, provides an interface to an application server (not
shown). There can be multiple application servers providing
a variety of services such as, among others, a data service, an
Internet service, a network system, or a telephone system.
Service and content providers 114 (shown in FIG. 1) may
download content to an application server located within the
DBDS 100 or in communication with DBDS 100. The appli-
cation server may be located within headend 102 or elsewhere
within DBDS 100, such as in a hub 104.

Typically, the headend 102 includes a server such as a
video-on-demand (VOD) pump 226. VOD pump 226 pro-
vides video and audio programming such as VOD pay-per-
view programming to subscribers of the DBDS 100. Usually,
the content from VOD pump 226 is provided in the form of the
transport stream 240.

It should be noted that the VOD pump 226 is adapted to
provide multiple concurrent services to a subscriber location
108, thereby enabling a user of the DSCT 110 to access one of
the services and a user of the client-receiver 122 to access
another service. The number of services provided from the
headend 102 to a single subscriber location 108 is limited by
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the bandwidth of the DBDS 100 and the number or client-
receivers 122 at the subscriber location.

The various inputs into the headend 102 are then combined
with the other information, which is specific to the DBDS
100, such as local programming and control information. The
headend 102 includes a multi-transport stream receiver-trans-
mitter 228, which receives the plurality of transport streams
240 and transmits a plurality of transport streams 242. In the
preferred embodiment, the multi-transport stream receiver-
transmitter 228 includes a plurality of modulators, such as,
but not limited to, Quadrature Amplitude Modulation (QAM)
modulators, that convert the received transport streams 240
into modulated output signals suitable for transmission over
transmission medium 280.

In the preferred embodiment, the output transport streams
242 have a bandwidth of 6 MHz centered upon a frequency
that is predetermined for each transport stream 242. The
frequency for a given transport stream 242 is chosen such that
the given transport stream will not be combined with another
transport stream at the same frequency. In other words, only
transport streams that are modulated at different frequencies
can be combined, and therefore, the frequencies of transport
streams 242A-D are different from each other, as are the
frequencies of transport streams 242E-H. The transport
streams 242 from the multi-transport stream receiver-trans-
mitter 228 are combined, using equipment such as combiners
230, for input into the transmission medium 150, and the
combined signals are sent via the in-band delivery path 254 to
subscriber locations 108.

A control system, such as system controller 232, which
preferably includes computer hardware and software provid-
ing the functions discussed herein, allows the DBDS system
operator to control and monitor the functions and perfor-
mance of the DBDS 100. The system controller 232 inter-
faces with various components, via communication link 270,
in order to monitor and/or control a variety of functions,
including the channel lineup of the programming for the
DBDS 100, billing for each subscriber, and conditional
access for the content distributed to subscribers. The system
controller 232 provides input to the multi-transport stream
receiver-transmitter 228 for setting its operating parameters,
such as system specific MPEG table packet organization or
conditional access information among other things.

Among other things, the system controller 232 prepares
system specific information such as electronic program
guides, which are periodically transmitted to the DSCT 110 in
the DBDS 100. The system controller 232 also includes a
domain name server, which provides IP addresses of various
components of the DBDS 100 to the client-receivers 122.

In one embodiment, the system controller 232 also
includes a central web-server that provides Internet web ser-
vices to the DSCT 110 and to the client-receivers 122. In this
embodiment, the Internet based services provided by the sys-
tem controller 232 are provided only to subscribers of the
DBDS 100. Thus, the Internet based web services of the
DBDS 100 are walled off from the World Wide Web (WWW)
and the DBDS is commonly referred to as a “walled garden”.
The Internet based services can include, among other things,
the integration of retail services with programming services,
which is commonly referred to as television-commerce, or
T-commerce. For example, in one embodiment, the sub-
scriber can be watching a service instance via a web-browser
a web-based service such as an infomercial. The web-page
displaying the infomercial typically includes a “Buy Now”
button, which the subscriber uses for purchasing at least one
of the items included in the infomercial. Responsive to the
subscriber clicking on the “Buy Now” button, a new web-
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page, a Purchase/Shipping Form, appears, which includes
fields such as, but not limited to, “Purchaser,” *“Billing
Address,” “Shipping Address,” “Method of Payment,” “Total
Cost,” and a pull down menu for Items with a corresponding
“Quantity” field. After the subscriber has completed the form,
the information is then transmitted to the system controller
232, which processes the order. Typically, the subscriber can
choose to have the purchased items billed to histher sub-
scriber account with the DBDS 100. Inan alternative embodi-
ment, the operator of the DBDS 100 will already know infor-
mation such as “Billing Address,” “Shipping Address,” and
“Method of Payment” due to the ongoing relationship
between the subscriber and the operator of the DBDS 100,
and consequently, some of the fields in the can be pre-popu-
lated.

The system controller 232 includes database 240 and logic
for a conditional access authority (CAA) 234, an entitlement
generator 236 and an EMM generator 238. The database 240
includes, among other things, the serial numbers and public
keys of the DSCTs 110 of the DBDS 100. The EMM genera-
tor 238 uses database 240 to generate individually address-
able EMM templates; to generate EMM templates for mul-
tiple DSCTs 110 and client-receivers 122; and to generate
global EMM templates.

In the following discussion, except when otherwise noted
or is clear from the content to the contrary, note that refer-
ences to DSCTs may include DSCTs 110, DSCTs proxying
for client-receivers, and client-receivers 122, in various
embodiments.

The CAA 234 is used by the access controlling authority to
enable DSCTs 110 to receive entitlements for service
instances. The CAA 234 receives EMM templates from the
EMM generator 238 and uses the EMM template to create an
EMM. To create an EMM, the CAA 234 includes a message
content and an authentication token in the EMM template.
The CAA 234 determines whether the message content
should be encrypted, and if so, the CAA 234 encrypts the
message content using the public key of the recipient of the
EMM, which is retrieved from the database 240. The authen-
tication token of an EMM is generally a one-way hash digest
of the message content that has been digitally signed by the
private key of the CAA 234. In the preferred embodiment, the
recipient, i.e., the DSCT 110, implicitly trusts any EMM that
has an authentication token from the CAA 234 because the
CAA 234 signs the hash digest with the private key that
corresponds to one of the trusted public keys stored in the
DSCT 110.

A one-way secure hash function is a cryptographic opera-
tion where input is run through some mathematical opera-
tions to produce an output, the hash digest, which is a fixed
length and which is probably unique. The hash digest has at
least two properties: (1) determining the input to the hash
function, given the hash digest, is virtually impossible or at
least computationally difficult; and (2) a hash digest for an
input is essentially unique. In other words, the probability that
two different inputs will result in the same output is extremely
small. All of the hash digests discussed in this disclosure are
generated from secure one-way hash functions, and a signed
hash digest is a hash digest that has been processed by a
private key. Signing the hash digest with a private key con-
verts the hash digest from a first value to a second value, and
resigning the second value with the corresponding public key
transforms it back to the first value. The only way to convert
the second value back to the first value is to resign the second
value with the public key that corresponds to the private key
that originally signed the hash digest.
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In the preferred embodiment, the DSCT 110 includes par-
titionable memory and the CA A 234 partitions the memory of
the DSCT 110 using EMMs. The DSCT 110 only partitions
its memory in response to EMMs from the CAA 234. The
CAA 234 instructs the DSCT 110 to allocate a portion of its
memory to the entitlement generator 236 and provides the
DSCT 110 with the public key of the entitlement generator
236. Once the DSCT 110 has the public key of the entitlement
generator 236, the entitlement generator 236 can securely
communicate with the DSCT 110, and thereby provide
entitlements for service instances to the DSCT 110. The CAA
234 can also disable the entitlement generator 236 by having
the DSCT 110 unallocate the allocated memory. For details
regarding allocating and configuring memory in the DSCTs,
see U.S. Pat. No. 5,742,677, Pinder et al., Information Ter-
minal Having Reconfigurable Memory, filed Apr. 3, 1995,
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

The entitlement generator 236 generates encryption infor-
mation and the entitlements of the DSCTs for the service
instances. The entitlement generator 236 provides the encryp-
tion information to the multi-transport stream transceiver
228, which generates control words therefrom for encrypting
the service instances. In the preferred embodiment, the
encryption information is a multi-session key (MSK), which
has a relatively long life, such as days, weeks, or months. The
MSK is transmitted to the DSCTs 110 in EMMs created by
the entitlement generator 236.

The entitlement generator 236 receives EMM templates
from the EMM generator 238 for creating EMMs. The EMMs
from the entitlement generator 236 also include an authenti-
cation token, which is a hash digest digitally signed by the
private key of the entitlement generator 236, and the hash
digest is a digest of the message content. In some situations,
the entitlement generator 236 produces a hash digest of at
least a portion of the message content and a secret that is
known to the recipient. The entitlement generator 236 deter-
mines whether to encrypt the message content and when it is
determined to do so, it uses the recipient’s private key to
encrypt the message content. Typically, when the message
content is determined to be private, such as when the content
includes an MSK, it is encrypted.

In an alternative embodiment, the system controller 232
includes a main computer and a plurality of transaction
encryption devices, which are coupled to the main computer
via a secure link, such as a secure dedicated Ethernet connec-
tion. Each transaction encryption device includes a processor
and a memory for implementing cryptographic algorithms. In
this embodiment, the CAA 234 resides in a first transaction
encryption device and an entitlement generator 236 resides in
each of the remaining transaction encryption devices. Each
one of the transaction encryption devices, which have an
entitlement generator, is associated with either an entitlement
agent or a content provider. An entitlement agent or content
provider can use his or her associated transaction encryption
device to provide entitlements to the DSCTs 110. In this
mannet, multiple entitlement agents or content providers can
provide content to the DBDS 100, and the operator of the
DBDS 100 can delegate the responsibility of providing
entitlements to the entitlement agents or content providers.

Control information such as EMMs and other data can be
communicated to DSCTs 110 via the in-band delivery path
254 or to DSCTs 110 connected to the headend 102 via an
out-of-band delivery path 256. The out-of-band data is trans-
mitted via the out-of-band downstream path 258 of transmis-
sion medium 154 by means such as, but not limited to, a
Quadrature Phase-Shift Keying (QPSK) modem array 260, or
an array of data-over-cable service interface specification
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(DOCSIS) modems, or other means known to those skilled in
the art. Two-way communication utilizes the upstream por-
tion 262 of the out-of-band delivery system. DSCTs 110
transmit out-of-band data through the transmission medium
154, and the out-of-band data is received in headend 102 via
out-of-band upstream paths 262. The out-of-band data is
routed through router 264 to an application server or to the
VOD pump 226 or to system controller 232. Out-of-band
control information includes such information as a pay-per-
view purchase instruction and a pause viewing command
from the subscriber location 108 (shown in FIG. 1) to a
video-on-demand type application server, and other com-
mands for establishing and controlling sessions, such as a
Personal Television session, etc. The QPSK modem array 260
is also coupled to communication link 152 (FIG. 1) for two-
way communication with the DSCTs 110 coupled to nodes
106.

The router 264 is used for communicating with the hub 104
through transmission medium 150. Typically, command and
control information among other information between the
headend 102 and the hub 104 are communicated through
transmission medium 150 using a protocol such as but not
limited to Internet Protocol. The IP traffic 272 between the
headend 102 and hub 104 can include information to and from
DSCTs 110, which are connected to the hub 104.

In the preferred embodiment, the multi-transport stream
receiver-transmitter 228 is adapted to encrypt content prior to
modulating and transmitting the content. Typically, the con-
tent is encrypted using a cryptographic algorithm such as the
Data Encryption Standard (DES) or triple DES (3DES), Digi-
tal Video Broadcasting (DVB) Common Scrambling or other
cryptographic algorithms or techniques known to those
skilled in the art. The multi-transport stream receiver-trans-
mitter 228 receives instructions from the system controller
232 regarding the processing of programs included in the
input transport streams 240. Sometimes the input transport
streams 240 include programs that are not transmitted down-
stream, and in that case the system controller 232 instructs the
multi-transport stream receiver-transmitter 240 to filter out
those programs. Based upon the instructions received from
the system controller 232, the multi-transport stream
receiver-transmitter 228 encrypts some or all of the programs
included in the input transport streams 240 and then includes
the encrypted programs in the output transport streams 242.
Some of the programs included in input transport stream 240
do not need to be encrypted, and in that case the system
controller 232 instructs the multi-transport stream transmit-
ter-receiver 228 to transmit those programs without encryp-
tion. The multi-transport streams receiver-transmitter 228
sends the DSCTs 110 the information used to decrypt the
encrypted program. [tis to be understood that for the purposes
of this disclosure a “program” extends beyond a conventional
television program and that it includes video, audio, video-
audio programming and other forms of services and digitized
content. “Entitled” DSCTs 110 and client receivers 122 are
allowed to use the decryption information to decrypt
encrypted content, details of which are provided hereinbelow.

The multi-transport stream transmitter/receiver 228 uses
the MSK from the system controller 232 to encrypt service
instances. The multi-transport stream transmitter/receiver
228 includes a counter that produces a numerical value every
couple of seconds or so and an encryptor. The encryptor uses
the MSK to encrypt the counter value to produce a control
word. The control word is used by the encryptor as a key for
encrypting a portion of the service instance.

The multi-transport stream transmitter receiver 228
includes the counter value in an entitlement control message
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(ECM), which is multiplexed into the output transport stream
242, Typically, ECMs are transmitted without being
encrypted so that the DSCTs do not have to spend time to
decrypting the content of the ECM before generating the
control word. However, the ECMs include an authentication
token that is used for authenticating the message content and
limiting access thereto, as will be explained in detail herein-
below. Typically, the authentication token is a hash digest of
the message content and a secret that is shared with the
DSCTs 110, such as the MSK. Only DSCTs that have the
MSK will be able to encrypt the counter value of the ECM to
generate the control word that decrypts the service instance.

In the preferred embodiment, the entitlement generator
236 associates each encrypted service instance, with a unique
entitlement specifier, which is included in the ECM. A DSCT
110 uses the entitlement specifier to determine whether the
DSCT 110 is entitled to the service instance.

In the preferred embodiment, the hub 104, which functions
as a mini-headend, includes many or all of the same compo-
nents as the headend 102. The hub 104 is adapted to receive
the transport-streams 242 included in the in-band path 254
and redistribute the content therein throughout its sub-distri-
bution network 160. The hub 104 includes a QPSK modem
array (not shown) that is coupled to communication links 152
and 154 for two-way communication with DSCTs 110 that
are coupled to its sub-distribution network 160. Thus, it is
also adapted to communicate with the DSCTs 110 that are
coupled to its sub-distribution network 160, with the headend
102, and with the content providers 114.

DSCT 110

Referring to FIG. 3, the DSCT 110 preferably includes an
input port 302, multiple tuners 304, a demultiplexer 306, a
transceiver 308, a memory 310, a processor 312, a secure
element 314, a user-interface 316, a cryptographic device
318, a client-receiver interface 320, an output port 322, a
storage device 324, and a reformatter 326.

The DSCT 110 is adapted to receive in-band and out-of-
band communication at the input-port 302 and adapted to
output signals via the output-port 322 and at the client-re-
ceiver interface 320. The output-port 322 couples to a con-
nector 328, which provides a communication link between
the DSCT 110 and a subscriber device such as, but not limited
to, a television, a VCR, a computer, or the like.

In the preferred embodiment, the communication link 120
is a wireless communication link, and the client-receiver
interface 320 is a card that can be installed in the DSCT 110
by a user or qualified technician. The client-receiver interface
320 includes a transceiver for communicating with the client-
receiver 122. In the preferred embodiment, the bandwidth of
the client-receiver interface 320 is such that it can communi-
cate with multiple client-receivers 122. In one embodiment,
the DSCT 110 is adapted to accept multiple client-receiver
interfaces 320 for communicating with multiple client-re-
ceivers 122. In an alternative embodiment, the client-receiver
interface 320 includes a transceiver for a wired communica-
tion link between the DSCT 110 and the client-receiver 122.
The wired communication link can be, but is not limited to,
twisted wire pair, Ethernet, telephone lines, and electrical
wiring. In yet another embodiment, the DSCT 110 includes
multiple client-receiver interfaces 320 for communication
with more than one client-receiver 122. In an alternative
embodiment, instead of the client-receiver interface 320
being a card that is installable by the subscriber, the client-
receiver interface 320 is a fixed part of the DSCT 110.
Whether the client-receiver interface 320 is an installable
card or not is a matter of implementation.
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Typically, the number of tuners 304 is equal to the number
of transceivers 308 plus one, and one of the tuners is associ-
ated with the output port 322 and the remaining tuners 304 are
associated with the multiple client-receiver interfaces 320.

The operation of the DSCT 110 shall first be described with
respect to a television coupled to output-port 322 and then,
secondly, with respect to a client-receiver 122. The DSCT 110
includes a user-interface 316, such as an infrared receiver,
through which the user enters commands, such as selecting a
“user-channel” for viewing a selected service instance. It is
important to remember that a “user-channel” is not a conven-
tional television channel. A conventional television channel
in a cable television system is a 6 MHz band (which carries
one analog program) centered on a particular frequency.
However, today a “user-channel” conceptually corresponds
to a service instance or a string of service instances in the
preferred embodiment of the present invention. Frequently,
multiple service instances are multiplexed together in a trans-
port stream, and the transport stream is RF modulated and
transmitted in a 6 MHz band. Thus, a single 6 MHz band
carries multiple service instances or user-channels. When a
user changes programs or service instances by selecting a new
user-channel, the new user-channel and the old user-channel
might be carried in the same 6 MHz band or in different 6
MHz bands. So it is important to distinguish between a con-
ventional channel and a user-channel. It is to be understood
user-channel represents one type of comnunication channel.
Communication channels include, but are not limited to,
communication signals that are separated by: frequency,
which is generally referred to as frequency-division multi-
plexing (FDM); time, which is generally referred to as time-
division multiplexing (TDM); and code, which is generally
referred to as code-division multiplexing (CDM).

In the preferred embodiment, the transceiver 308 receives
out-of-band communication 258 from input port 302. The
out-of-band communication data includes among other
things system tables and messages including secure messages
such as EMMs. EMMs are sent to the secure element 314 for
processing and the system tables are stored in memory 310.

Out-of-band data also preferably includes information
such as electronic program guides and other system specific
information. In one embodiment, system specific information
1s periodically transmitted from the headend 102 by a broad-
cast file system (BFS) server conceptually, the information
transmitted by the BFS server is on a carousel and is cyclically
transmitted. The BFS periodically transmits an index of the
information included on the carousel, and the DSCT uses the
index to determine when specific information of the carousel
will be transmitted. The DSCT 110 stores the index in
memory 310 so that it can determine when information on the
carousel of the BFS will be transmitted. Typically, the deter-
mination is done by determining the sequential relationship
between what is currently being transmitted from the carousel
of the BFS and some desired information on the carousel.

In an alternate embodiment for satellite, and other one-way
media, the downstream “out-of-band” data and the data car-
ousel are multiplexed with the program information.

In the preferred embodiment, the transceiver 308 is tunable
over a range of predetermined frequencies and is controlled
by processor 312. In an alternative embodiment, the DSCT
110 includes a plurality of tunable transceivers, and each one
ofthe transceivers is controlled by either the processor 312 or
by one of the client-receivers 122. Other alternate embodi-
ments include the DSCT 110 receiving services via satellite,
MMDS, or terrestrial-digital broadcast.

In the preferred embodiment, the system tables stored in
memory 310 are tables of system information such as encryp-
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tion tables, which identify, among other things, whether a
program is encrypted or not. System tables are prepared by
the system controller 232 and transmitted to the DSCT 110
via in-band or out-of-band communication paths.

The processor 312 receives the user-input from the user-
interface 316 and determines the frequency band that contains
a selected user-channel. Generally, the multiplexed service
instances are in the form of MPEG programs. In that case, the
processor 312 consults system information tables, which are
stored in memory 310, to determine the frequency band of the
selected user-channel and the MPEG program number for the
selected user-channel. The processor 312 instructs the tuner
304 to tune to the desired frequency band.

The tuner 304 receives in-band communication from input-
port 302, which is coupled to the transmission medium 154.
In response to instructions from the processor 312, the tuner
304 tunes to the specified frequency band.

The demultiplexer 306 receives the transport stream 242
from the tuner 304 and extracts the PAT (PID=0) from the
received transport stream. The processor 312 uses the PAT to
determine the PMT for the selected user-channel and uses the
PMT to determine the PID values of the elementary streams
that make up the program carried in the selected user-channel.
The demultiplexer 306 extracts the elementary streams of the
program carried in the user-channel and sends the elementary
streams to the cryptographic device 318.

The processor 312 uses the encryption table stored in
memory 310 to determine whether the elementary streams are
encrypted. When the elementary streams are encrypted, the
cryptographic device decrypts them using decryption infor-
mation from the secure element 314. Elementary streams that
are not encrypted pass through the cryptographic device 318
to the reformatter 326.

Generally, the PMT of a service instance includes the PID
value of the ECM for the service instance. In that case, the
processor 312 tells the tuner 304 to extract those ECMs and
send them to the secure element 314. The ECMs include
information used for decrypting the selected service instance
and also include an entitlement specifier.

The secure element 314 is used for, among other things,
providing the cryptographic device 318 with the control word
used for decrypting the selected service instance. It is impor-
tant to note that in the conditional access system of the DBDS
100 the DSCT 110 might not be able to access a selected
service instance even though the DSCT 110 has the necessary
keys used for decrypting the selected service instance. In
other words, in addition to having all the keys used in access-
ing the selected service instance, the DSCT 110 must be
“entitled” to access the selected service instance. The DSCT
110 receives entitlements for service instances from the
Entitlement Generator 236 of the system controller 232.

When the DSCT 110 is entitled to the selected service
instance, the secure element 314 provides the cryptographic
device 318 with the control word used for decrypting the
selected service instance. The cryptographic device 318
decrypts the selected service instance using the control word
from the secure element 314 and the decrypted service
instance is sent to the output port 322. The manner in which
the secure element 314 determines whether the DSCT 110 is
entitled is described in detail hereinbelow.

The reformatter 326 receives decrypted MPEG packets
from the cryptographic device 318 and converts the content of
the MPEG packet to another format such as, but not limited to,
Real Video 8, Windows Media Video 8, Windows Media
Video 9, QuickTime, H.323, MPEG-4, H.264, MPEG-2,
Macromedia Flash, Macromedia Shockwave National Tele-
vision System Committee (NTSC) format. In addition, when
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the output format is MPEG, the reformatter is adapted to
remap the PIDs, resynchronize timestamps, demultiplex and/
or remultiplex streams, or make other adjustments to the
MPEG transport stream in accordance to instructions from
the processor 312, The processor 312 determines whether
and, if necessary, how the content should be converted, and
whether it should be converted, using criteria such as the type
of device that receives the user-selected service and the com-
munication link between the DSCT 110 and the user device.
For example, when the user device coupled to the output port
322 isa TV or a VCR, the reformatter converts the selected
service from an MPEG format to an NTSC format. In addi-
tion, in one preferred embodiment, the reformatter 326 is also
adapted to encapsulate application packets such as MPEG
packets into network packets such as, but not limited to,
Ethernet packets. Thus, service instances can be transmitted
over the LAN to the client-receiver 122 by utilizing network
protocols.

It should be emphasized that in one preferred embodiment,
the reformatter 326 is upgradeable, and it is not limited to
reformatting content to the exemplary formats given herein-
above. In the event of a new format or a new release of
program such as, but not limited to, Real Video, Windows
Media Video, or QuickTime, updated/new logic is down-
loaded from the headend 102 into the DSCT 110. The refor-
matter 326 implements the downloaded logic to convert the
content into another format. Thus, the DSCT 110 does not
become obsolete because of a new standard or because of a
new release for an existing standard.

The reformatter 326 can send the reformatted content to the
output port 322 or to the cryptographic device or to the client-
receiver interface 320. When the content of the user-selected
service is accessed via a user device coupled to the output port
322, the content is generally sent from the reformatter 326 to
the output port 322. However, when the content is accessed
via the client-receiver 122, then the processor 312 may decide
to encrypt the content. In that case, the reformatted content is
provided to the cryptographic device 318, which then
encrypts the content and sent therefrom to the client-receiver
interface 320.

The processor 312 may decide not to encrypt the reformat-
ted content, and in that case, the reformatter 326 provides the
content to the client-receiver interface 320. In determining
whether or not to encrypt the reformatted content, the proces-
sor 312 can use criteria such as, but not limited to, the fidelity
of the reformatted content. Services instances that are carried
in MPEG format have a high degree of fidelity and can be
readily copied, and the copies have the same degree of fidelity
as the original. However, when the service instance is refor-
matted to a format such as Real Video, or NTSC format,
having a lower degree of fidelity, the processor 310 can decide
not to encrypt the reformatted content. In that case, unen-
crypted reformatted content is provided to the client-receiver
interface 320.

The DSCT 110 may also include a storage device 324 for
storing service instances. The user can use the user-interface
316 to instruct the DSCT 110 to store a received service
instance in storage device 324. In another embodiment, the
storage device is external to the DSCT 110, and in that case,
the service instance is sent to the external storage device
through output-port 322 or through an input/output interface
(not shown).

A subscriber can use the client-receiver 122 to select ser-
vices offered by DBDS 100. The client-receiver 122 transmits
user-input to the client-receiver interface 320 via communi-
cation link 120. Typically, before the user selected service is
transmitted to the client-receiver 122, the DSCT 110, among
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other things, determines an encryption scheme for encrypting
information sent to the client-receiver 122 and determines
whether the client-receiver 122 is entitled to the selected
service.

In one embodiment, the DSCT 110 provides the client-
receiver 122 with content that is formatted according to inter-
net protocol such as HT'TP, and which can be accessed by a
web-browser at the client-receiver 122. In this embodiment,
the memory 310 includes web-server logic that is imple-
mented by the processor 312 for providing web-based ser-
vices. It should be emphasized that the web-server function-
ality of the DSCT 110 is implemented under the umbrella of
conditional access, example details of which are provided
herein. Generally speaking, the conditional access umbrella
means that the web-server can, among other things, as
examples, all of which are not necessary, determine what
services to provide to the client-receiver 122; establish and
remove entitlements to services; selectively provide services
based upon the device-type of the client-receiver 122; and
selectively provide services based upon the user of the client-
receiver 122. Furthermore, the web-server can be instructed
by the headend 102 to add or remove entitlements for the
client-receiver 122. Even if the client-receiver has a direct
relationship with the headend and the DSCT 110 is unable to
process encrypted data, it can still be instructed to block the
traffic to the client-receiver 122 and so can still be used to
disable services. For example, this capability may be invoked
upon non-payment.

The memory 310 also includes client-receiver tables,
which are preferably used for, among other things, identify-
ing a client-receiver 122 and establishing secure communi-
cation therewith. In one preferred embodiment, the DSCT
110 manages a wireless LAN, and the client-receiver 122 is
adapted to discover the wireless LAN when it is brought into
the LAN. In an alternative embodiment, the DSCT 110 man-
ages a wired LAN, and the client-receiver 122 discovers the
network and the network discovers the client-receiver 122
when the client-receiver 122 is coupled to the DSCT 110
through the network. In another embodiment, the client-re-
ceiver is notified of the DSCT and contacts it using the local
network. In another embodiment, among others, the DSCT is
notified of the existence of the client-receiver via a graphical
interface on the DSCT that is edited via the DSCT’s infrared
remote control.

In addition, in one preferred embodiment, the memory 310
also includes logic for establishing and managing user-ac-
counts. The subscriber of the DBDS 100 can establish user-
accounts so that various members of the household or other
selected people can access the DBDS 100 via the DSCT 110.
Typically, to access a user-account a user must enter a user-
name and a password, which are then matched against estab-
lished usernames and passwords stored in memory 310. In
this embodiment, services can be restricted based upon the
logged-in user. For example, a parent uses the user-interface
316 to establish an account for a child, and then restricts the
account so that the child cannot engage in T-commerce or
access other content that the parent does not want the child to
access. Alternatively, a password or a username/password
combination may only be necessary when requesting
restricted services. In one embodiment, usernames, pass-
words, account permissions, etc. are stored in the secure
element 312.

When the client-receiver 122 transmits a message to the
DSCT 110, which includes hardware information about the
client-receiver 122, the processor 312 uses the client-receiver
tables of memory 310 to identify the device type of the client-
receiver 122. For example, the received message includes
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hardware information that the processor 312 uses to deter-
mine whether the client-receiver 122 is a computing device
such as a laptop or a personal digital assistant, or a settop
device, among others. The DSCT 110 and the client-receiver
122 establish communication using protocols known to those
skilled in the art, including but not limited to Open Server
Gateway interface (OSGi), Jini, Home Audio/Video interop-
erability (HAV1), and Universal Plug-n-Play (UPnP). The
knowledge about the client-receiver provided by using one of
these standards may establish which encryption mechanisms
and video encoding formats are possible.

In another non-limiting embodiment, the DSCT 110
receives the message from the client-receiver 122 and for-
wards at least part of the message to the headend 102. The
system controller 232 uses the message from the DSCT 110
and the database 240 to identify the client-receiver 122, and
the system controller 232 sends a message to the DSCT 110
that instructs the DSCT 110 on how or whether to establish
secure communication with the client-receiver 122.

The memory 310 includes logic for dynamic encryption
scheme determination. Non-limiting examples of dynamic
encryption scheme determination logic include, but are not
limited to, secure sockets layer (SSL.) protocol, Digital Trans-
mission Content Protection (DTCP), Content Protection for
Recordable Media (CPRM), and transport layer security
(TLS) protocol. These protocols and other dynamic encryp-
tion scheme determination logic known to those skilled in the
art are intended to be within the scope of the invention.

Generally, the content transmitted from the DSCT 110 to
the client-receiver 122 is transmitted so as to protect the
privacy of the communication. The encryption scheme imple-
mented by the DSCT 110 and the client-receiver 122 is deter-
mined by considering factors such as the device type of the
client-receiver 122, the communication medium, and the con-
tent. For example, when the client-receiver 122 is a laptop, the
encryption scheme may be different from when the client-
receiver 122 is a PDA or settop. Likewise, using wireless
communications may necessitate a tighter level of security
because the transmissions might exit the premises and be
received by an unauthorized person.

Referring now to FIG. 4, the steps 400 are implemented for
establishing private communication between the DSCT 110
and the client-receiver 122. In step 402, the DSCT 110
receives a client-receiver identification message from the cli-
ent-receiver. The message is sent to the DSCT 110 when the
client-receiver 122 discovers the LAN maintained by the
DSCT 110. The message includes device information such as
hardware information about the client-receiver 122, which
identifies the device-type of the client-receiver 122 such as
whether the client-receiver 122 is a settop, a laptop computer,
a computer, a PDA, a smart appliance, etc.

In step 404, the processor 312 uses client-receiver tables
stored in memory 310 and the received client-receiver iden-
tification message to determine a classification for the client-
receiver 122. The processor 312 determines an encryption
scheme for communicating information and services to the
client-receiver 122 using the classification of the client-re-
ceiver 122. The processor 312 can determine a first encryp-
tion scheme for communicating messages between the DSCT
110 and the client-receiver 122 and a different encryption
scheme (or no encryption scheme) for communicating ser-
vice instances to the client-receiver 122.

In step 406, the processor 312 implements logic for deter-
mining an encryption scheme. In the preferred embodiment,
the encryption scheme is determined dynamically, when the
client-receiver 122 is coupled to the local area network. In an
alternative embodiment, the encryption scheme is determined
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dynamically responsive to dynamic changes in the local area
network, such as the amount of content delivered to the client-
receiver 122, or responsive to user-input. For example, the
user of the client-receiver 122 might desire a different level of
encryption than the one that was determined. In that case, user
selects the different level, higher or lower, and the DSCT 110
determines a new level of security based upon the input of the
user. However, in the preferred embodiment, the DSCT 110
can override the input of the user when determining the
encryption scheme, so as to maintain at least a predetermined
minimum level of security.

In another non-limiting example, the encryption scheme is
dynamically determined responsive to the content type being
transmitted to the receiver. For example, when the content
type is a program or service instance that is transmitted to the
headend 102 to the DSCT 110 without encryption, the content
is transmitted to the client-receiver with no encryption or a
low level of encryption. Whereas, when the content type is an
encrypted program or encrypted service instance, then the
content type is transmitted to the client-receiver with a high
level of encryption. Thus, when the user of the client-receiver
122 changes from one user-channel to another or requests a
different type of content, the encryption scheme is dynami-
cally re-determined.

Once the DSCT 110 has determined the encryption
scheme, the client-receiver 122 is informed of the encryption
scheme so that the DSCT 110 and the client-receiver 122 can
securely and privately communicate. In one embodiment, the
DSCT 110 and client-receiver 122 together determine an
encryption scheme. In this embodiment, the DSCT 110 has a
predetermined minimum-security threshold that must be met,
and the DSCT will not determine an encryption scheme
beneath the minimum-security threshold. Typically, the cli-
ent-receiver 122 informs the DSCT 110 that the client-re-
ceiver 122 can implement certain encryption schemes, and
the DSCT 110 then determines an encryption scheme that
meets its minimum security threshold and which is one that
the client-receiver 122 can implement.

Referring to FIG. 5, steps 500 are implemented by proces-
sor 312 and the secure element 314. In step 502, the DSCT
110 receives a request from the client-receiver 122 for a
service instance. The service instance is generally a user
selected service instance such as a program selected by the
user of the client-receiver 122. In another embodiment, the
service instance is a service such as an Internet connection.

In step 504, the secure element 312, which maintains a map
of entitlements granted to the client-receiver 122, determines
whether or not the client-receiver 122 is entitled to the
requested service instance. The entitlement map associates
services with entitlements. If the client-receiver 122 is
entitled to the service instance, the processor 312 proceeds to
step 506 and determines whether the service instance is cur-
rently accessible at the DSCT 110. Some service instances are
accessible to the DSCT 110 in response to requests by the
user. For example, the DBDS 100 might include personal
television, whereby the transmission of the service instance is
controlled by the user, which means the transmission can be
paused, rewound, etc., just like a VCR. Another non-limiting
example of a requested service instance includes pay-per-
view programming.

Ifthe selected service instance is currently not accessible at
the DSCT 110, in step 508, the DSCT 110 sends a request for
the service instance to the headend 102. In the preferred
embodiment, the secure element 314 generates a secure mes-
sage for the request of the user and sends it to the transceiver
308 for transmission to the headend 102. In an alternative
embodiment, the processor 312 forwards the service request
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from the client-receiver 122 to the headend 102. In yet
another embodiment, the processor 312 generates the service
request for client-receiver 122. In response to the request for
the service, the headend 102 may provide the service to the
DSCT 110. However, in the alternative, the system controller
232 may decide not to send the requested service instance.
Generally, the selected service is then included in transport
stream 242.

In step 510, the client-receiver 122 is provided with the
entitlement for the selected service instance. In the preferred
embodiment, the secure element 314 generates the entitle-
ment for the selected service instance and provides the entitle-
ment to the client-receiver 122. Typically, the secure element
314 generates an EMM, which includes the entitlement, and
sends the entitlement to the client-receiver 122 via the com-
munication link 120. In this embodiment, the DSCT 110 acts
as an entitlement granting authority for the client-receiver
122. The DSCT 110 has the authority and capacity to grant
and delete entitlements to the client-receiver 122 for the ser-
vice instance.

The secure element 314 also updates the entitlement map
so that the state of the entitlement associated with the service
corresponds to the newly granted entitlement. Thus, the
secure element 314 can readily determine whether the client-
receiver 122 is entitled to (or is not entitled to), i.e., it is
permitted to (or is not permitted to), receive a service instance
merely by checking the entitlement map. In addition, the
secure element 314 sends a message to the system controller
232 that indicates that the client-receiver 122 has been
granted an entitlement. Among other reasons, the system
controller 232 is informed of the entitlements granted to the
client-receiver 122 so that the subscriber can be billed for the
entitled services.

In one preferred embodiment, the secure element 314 gen-
erates a secure message requesting entitlement for the
selected service instance for the client-receiver 122 and sends
the secure message to the entitlement generator 236. Gener-
ally, the secure message includes message content that is
encrypted by the public key of the entitlement generator and
an authentication token, which is a hash digest of the message
content signed by the private key of the DSCT 110.

The entitlement generator 236 receives the secure message
from the DSCT 110 and provides the entitlement for the
selected service instance to the DSCT 110 in an EMM. The
secure element 314 of the DSCT 110 then processes the EMM
and provides the entitlement to the client-receiver 122. In step
512, the selected service instance is provided to the client-
receiver 122. It should be noted that steps 500 are merely
exemplary, and in alternative embodiments, more or less,
steps are implemented. For example, in another non-limiting
example, the processor 312 determines whether or not the
client-receiver 122 should be entitled to the selected service
instance. In that embodiment, the DSCT 110 can be used to
regulate the service instances provided to the client-receiver
122.

In one preferred embodiment, the DSCT 110 receives the
service request from the client-receiver 122 and forwards it to
the headend 102 without any processing. In that case, head-
end 102 decides on the encryption scheme used for transmit-
ting the service instance to the client-receiver 122 and the
DSCT 110 acts as a gateway for the client-receiver 122. The
service request forwarded to the headend 102 includes a
subscriber-indicator that identifies a particular subscriber of
the plurality of subscribers in the DBDS 100, and the headend
102 uses the subscriber-indicator to determine the particular
subscriber. The subscriber-indicator can be, among other
things, the serial number/MAC address of the DSCT 110 or a
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serial number associated with the public-key of the sub-
scriber, and in that case, the service request is signed by the
private-key of the subscriber. The headend 102 can use infor-
mation related to the billing status of the subscriber and/or
knowledge of the hardware type for the client-receiver 122 for
determining whether to provide the service and for determin-
ing the encryption scheme for communicating with the ser-
vice to the client-receiver 122.

In one preferred embodiment, the DSCT 110 receives ser-
vice requests from the client-receiver 122 and processes
them. The secure element 314 generates a secure message for
the service request, and the headend 102 determines whether
to entitle or not entitle the client-receiver 122 for the selected
services. In addition, when the headend 102 decides to entitle
the client-receiver 122 for the requested service, the headend
102 can also determine the encryption scheme for the selected
service. In this case, the DSCT 110 acts as a proxy for the
client-receiver 122 by forwarding service requests and having
the headend 102 make the determinations.

In one preferred embodiment, when the DSCT 110 or the
headend 102 determines that the client-receiver 122 is not
entitled to a requested service instance, the DSCT 110 sends
a service denied message to the client-receiver 122. Upon
receipt of the service denied message, the client-receiver 122
informs the subscriber using the client-receiver 122 that the
service was denied. Typically, the service is denied when the
subscriber has not paid his or her bill. However, the service
can also be denied for other reasons such as, failure to deter-
mine an appropriate encryption scheme, the client-receiver
122 not having the appropriate hardware and/or software, or
the client-receiver 122 having security that is known to be
flawed.

In one preferred embodiment, when the DSCT 110
receives a service request from the client-receiver 122, the
DSCT 110 determines whether to provide the requested ser-
vice to the client-receiver based upon local availability of the
requested service. When the requested service is currently
being used by the DSCT 110 or a different client-receiver, the
DSCT 110 can decide not to provide the client-receiver 122
with the requested service.

Refer now to FIG. 6, in the preferred embodiment, the logic
implemented in steps 600 resides in the secure element 314,
processor 312, and the cryptographic device 318. In step 602,
the selected service instance is received by the demultiplexer
306, which is controlled by processor 312. In an alternative
embodiment, the selected service instance is stored on storage
device 324 and is retrieved therefrom.

In step 604, the processor 312 uses system tables to deter-
mine whether or not the service instance is encrypted. If the
selected service instance was encrypted at the headend, the
processor 312 determines in step 606 whether the service
instance should be decrypted. The processor 312 uses system
information tables stored in memory 310 for that determina-
tion. If the content of the service instance should not be
decrypted, the processor 312 instructs the cryptographic
device 318 to pass the service instance to the client-receiver
interface 320 without decrypting it. Then in step 616, the
client-receiver interface 320 transmits the service instance to
the client-receiver 122.

On the other hand, when the processor 312 determines to
decrypt the service instance, then in step 608, the processor
312 instructs the cryptographic device 318 to decrypt to the
service instance using the control word(s) provided by the
secure element 314 and to provide the service instance to the
reformatter 326.

In step 610, the reformatter 326 receives the unencrypted
service instance from the cryptographic device 318 and refor-
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matting instructions from the processor 312. The reformatter
326 is adapted to convert the content of the MPEG packets
carrying the user selected service instance from MPEG to
other formats, and it is adapted to pass the packets through
without reformatting. The processor 310 can instruct the
reformatter 326 not to reformat the content and typically does
so when the client-receiver 122 is a settop device or other
device adapted to decode MPEG content.

In step 612, the processor 312 determines an encryption
scheme for the selected service instance. The encryption
scheme can be either to encrypt or not encrypt the selected
service instance. This determination is made for both
decrypted service instances and for received unencrypted
service instances. The processor 312 uses system tables
stored in memory 310 for that determination. In one embodi-
ment, the determination includes factors such as the content
being sent to the client-receiver 122. For example, when the
content is [nternet information, email, etc., the content might
be encrypted to protect the privacy of the user, even though
the information may have been transmitted from the headend
102 without encryption.

The determination on whether to encrypt or not can also
include factors such as the format of the content. For example
content having a relatively low degree of fidelity is transmit-
ted without encryption. However, when the content is pro-
vided in a format having a high degree of fidelity, such as an
MPEG format, the content is typically encrypted to prevent
pirates from creating high-quality illicit copies. However,
after the content has been reformatted into a format having a
relatively low degree of fidelity, such as, but not limited to
NTSC, the content owners are less concerned about illicit
copies, and in that case, the content is transmitted without
encryption.

When the processor 312 determines to encrypt the service
instance, then in step 614, the service instance is provided to
the cryptographic device 318. The cryptographic device 318
encrypts the service instance using an encryption scheme that
was dynamically determined by the DSCT 110. Typically, the
secure element 314 provides the cryptographic device 318
with the encryption keys used by the cryptographic device
318 to encrypt the service instance.

On the other hand, when the processor 312 determines not
to encrypt the selected service instance, the selected service
instance is provided to the client-receiver interface 320. In
step 616, the client-receiver interface 320 transmits the ser-
vice instance to the client-receiver 122.

Referring to FIG. 7, the secure element 314 includes a
processor 702 and a memory 704, which is accessible only to
the processor 702. The memory 708 includes entitlements
706, secrets 708, and keys 710. In the preferred embodiment,
the processor 702 and memory 704 are packaged in tamper
resistant packaging such that no other device other than pro-
cessor 702 can access the memory 704. The tamper resistant
packaging protects the contents of memory 704 and helps
insure that private information remains private and confiden-
tial.

The keys 710 include a public key-private key pair for the
DSCT 110, which were given to the secure element 314
during the manufacture thereof, and public keys for client-
receivers 122 that are in the LAN managed by the DSCT 110.
The private key of the DSCT 110 is stored in the memory 704
and is not given to any processor other than processor 702.
However, the public key of the DSCT 110 is provided to other
devices of the DBDS 100, such as the CAA 234 and Entitle-
ment Generator 236 of the system controller 232 and to the
client-receiver 122. The holders of the DSCT’s public key can
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use the public key for authenticating messages signed by the
private key of the DSCT 110 and also for encrypting mes-
sages sent to the DSCT 110.

The secrets 708 are secrets that are shared between the
DSCT 110 and the client-receiver 122. In the preferred
embodiment, the secrets 708 are used for, among other things,
encrypting service instances provided to the client-receiver
122, generating authentication tokens for messages transmit-
ted to the client-receiver 122 and authenticating messages
from the client-receiver 122.

The entitlements 706 include an entitlement map for
entitlements that have been given to the client-receiver 122.
The entitlement map associates an entitlement identifier (ID),
which is associated with a service instance, with the client-
receiver’s entitlement for that service instance. For example,
in the exemplary entitlement map 706 the client-receiver 122
is entitled to access the service instance associated with the ID
of 10 but not entitled to access the service instance associated
with the entitlement ID of 9. Among other things, the entitle-
ment map 706 is used for billing purposes, keeping track of
the entitlements granted to the client-receiver 122 so that the
subscriber can be properly billed, and for determining which
services the client-receiver 122 is entitled to receive. Typi-
cally, ECMs, which are associated with a program or service,
include a reference to the entitlement ID of the program so
that the ECM can be used to look up the entitlement of the
DSCT 110 in the entitlement map 706.

The memory 704 also includes allocated memory 712,
which has been allocated to the Entitlement Generator 236.
The allocated memory 712 includes the entitlements 714 that
the Entitlement Generator 236 has given the DSCT 110 to
access service instances, secrets 716 used for creating control
words to decrypt service instances, and keys 718 from the
CAA 234 and the Entitlement Generator 236. The keys 718
include the public key for the Entitlement Generator 236,
which the CAA 234 sent to the DSCT 110 in an EMM.

The processor 702 includes an authorization/entitlement
management module (AEMM) 720. The AEMM 720 pro-
vides entitlements to the client-receiver 122 for service
instances. The AEMM 720 also authenticates messages from
the client-receiver 122, and generates secure messages for the
client-receiver 122. In the preferred embodiment, the AEMM
720 receives EMM s for the DSCT 110 from the headend 102
and secure messages from the client-receiver 122, which the
AEMM 720 authenticates. If the EMMs are for the DSCT 110
and are authenticated by the AEMM 720, the DSCT 110
responds to the EMMs and implements them.

Referring now to FIG. 8A, an entitlement management
message 800 includes an address field 802, message content
804 and an authentication token 806. EMM 800 is a typical
EMM used for securely transmitting information between the
headend 102 and the DSCT 110, between the headend 102
and the client-receiver 122, and the between the DSCT 110
and the client-receiver 122. The EMM 800 is also an exem-
plary secure message.

The address field 802 includes the address of the recipient.
For example, the address field 802 of an EMM from the
headend 102 to the DSCT 110 includes the IP address or serial
number of the DSCT 110. Whereas, inan EMM 800 sent from
the DSCT 110 to the client-receiver 122, the address field 802
includes the address ofthe client-receiver 122 in the local area
network maintained by the DSCT 110. In alternative embodi-
ments, the address field 802 is the IP address of the client-
receiver or a unique identifier, which is unique to the client-
receiver 122 in the DBDS 100. Typically, the address is
provided to the secure element 314 by the processor 312 using
the tables and memory 310. The message content 804 is the
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substance of the message. It includes the information that the
sender intended the recipient to receive. Depending upon the
information included therein, the message content 804 can be
encrypted or not. The AEMM 720 determines whether or not
the message content is encrypted.

A data field 808 includes data for processing the EMM 800.
The data field 808 includes key identifiers that are used for
identifying the keys used in encrypting and signing portions
of the EMM 800. For example, when the content 804 is
encrypted by the public key of the recipient, the data field 808
indicates that the content 804 is encrypted and which public
key was used for the encryption.

Whether the message content 804 is encrypted depends
upon whether or not privacy is desired. For example, if the
message content 804 is a public key, which is typically dis-
tributed to multiple elements of the DBDS 100, then the
message content §04 might not be encrypted. Whereas, when
the message content 804 is related to entitlements, or encryp-
tion, or decryption, then the message content 804 will prob-
ably be encrypted. Whether the message content 804 is
encrypted is a matter of implementation and depends upon
the sought after level of security in the DBDS 100.

The authentication token 806 is used for authenticating the
purported sender of the EMM 800 and for validating the
message content 804, i.e., checking that the received message
content is the same as what was sent. In other words, among
other things, the recipient of the EMM 800 uses the authen-
tication token 806 to make certain that the message content
804 was not tampered with nor garbled during transmission.
Typically, as described below, the private key of the sender
signs the authentication token 806.

FIG. 8B illustrates the exemplary creation of the authenti-
cation token 806, where circles denote processes or functions
and rectangles denote objects or output. A secure one-way
hash function 812, such as MD 5, receives input 810 and
produces the hash digest 814. The input 810 includes the
unencrypted message content 804 or at least a portion thereof.
In an alternative embodiment, the input 810 also includes a
secret, which is shared with the recipient of the EMM 800.
Typically, the recipient receives the secret in a separate EMM
and stores the secret, so that the secret can be used to authen-
ticate subsequent EMMs. For example, secrets 716 are secrets
that the Entitlement Generator 236 has given to the DSCT
110, and secrets 708 are secrets the DSCT 110 has givento the
client-receiver 122.

The hash digest 814 is a value that is dependent upon the
input 810. If the input 810 is changed, the value of the hash
digest also changes.

The hash digest 814 is digitally signed by the digital sig-
nature function 816 using a cryptographic technique such as
RSA, to produce the signed hash digest 818. Digitally signing
the hash digest 814 converts the value of the hash digest 814
from a first value to a different value. The value of the signed
hash digest 818 is changed back to the original first value of
the hash digest 814 by applying the correct key with the
correct digital signature function 816 to the signed hash
digest 818. In the preferred embodiment, the digital signature
function applies a private key to the hash digest 814 to gen-
erate the signed hash digest 818, and the corresponding public
key is used on the authentication token 818 to regenerate the
hash digest 814. In the preferred embodiment, the CAA 234
and the Entitlement Generator 236 of the system controller
232, the DSCT 110 and the client-receiver 122 include the
logic for making signed hash digests 818, which are then used
as authentication tokens 806.

Referring again to FIG. 7, the AEMM 720 includes the
logic for authenticating and decrypting a received EMM 800.

OpenTV  Exhibit 1001

Page 24



US 7,505,592 B2

27
I[fthe EMM is encrypted, the AEMM 720 uses the private key
of the DSCT 110 to decrypt the message content, thereby
converting the ciphertext content 804 to clear text content.
The AEMM 720 uses the cleartext content and the authenti-
cation token 806 to authenticate the EMM.

Generally, the AEMM 720 determines whether a shared
secret is part of the hash digest using information included in
the data field 808, and if it is, then the shared secretis retrieved
from memory 704. If there was no shared secret, the AEMM
720 generates a hash digest of the clear text content. However,
if there was a shared secret, the AEMM 720 generates a hash
digest of the clear text content and the shared secret. Then,
AEMM 720 uses the data field 808 of the EMM 800 to
determine the purported sender of the EMM 800, and uses the
public key of the purported sender to convert the value of the
authentication token 806 to the value of the original hash
digest 814. Finally, if the original hash digest 814 and the hash
digest generated by the recipient have the same value, then the
AEMM 720 determines that the EMM 800 is authentic and
valid. In other words, the AEMM 720 determines that the
EMM 800 did in fact come from its purported sender and the
message content 804 has not been corrupted or tampered
with.

The AEMM 720 also includes logic for implementing the
instructions included in the message content 804. For
example, the CAA 234 sends an EMM 800 to the DSCT 110
to establish the Entitlement Generator 236 with the DSCT
110. The AEMM 720 authenticates the EMM 800 as having
come from the CAA 234 of the system controller 232 and
partitions the memory 704 to create allocated memory 712.
For details of allocated memory see Pinder, U.S. Pat. No.
5,742,677, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety. The AEMM 720 then stores the public key of the
Entitlement Generator 236 in keys 718. The public key is
provided to the DSCT 110 in an EMM from the CAA 234.

The Entitlement Generator 236 can use the allocated
memory 712 to provide entitlements for the service instances
that are provided to the DBDS 100. The Entitlement Genera-
tor 236 sends the DSCT 110 EMMs 800 that are signed by the
private key of the Entitlement Generator 236. AEMM 720
uses the public key of the Entitlement Generator 236, which
is stored in allocated memory 712, to authenticate the EMMs.
When the EMMs 800 are valid, the AEMM 720 acts upon
those EMMs. For example, the message content 804 of the
EMM 800 can instruct the AEMM 720 to change the entitle-
ments 714. In the preferred embodiment, entitlements for
service instances from the entitlement generator 236 are
stored in entitlements 714 as an array. Each encrypted service
instant is associated with an element in the entitlement array.
The entitlement specifier, which is included in the ECM for a
given service instance, is used for determining an array ele-
ment that has the entitlement of the DSCT 110 for the given
service instance. In a non-limiting example, the entitlement
specifier for “The Dirty Dozen” is 25 and the 25th array
element of the entitlements 714 is the entitlement of the
DSCT 110 for “The Dirty Dozen.” Generally, the entitlement
is binary, YES or NO, 1 or 0. Thus, the DSCT is either entitled
or not entitled to the service instance. It should be noted that
the DSCT 110 can have all of the keys for accessing a service
instance but still not be entitled to the service instance, and if
it is not entitled, the DSCT 110 does not decrypt the selected
service instance.

When a user selects a service instance, the secure element
314 determines whether the DSCT 110 is entitled to the
service instance. The AEMM 720 receives the ECM that is
associated with the selected service instance, and authenti-
cates the ECM. The ECM includes the entitlement specifier, a
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control word indicator (the counter value) and an authentica-
tion token, which is a hash digest of the control word indicator
and a shared secret.

Generally, the shared secret is the MSK, which the entitle-
ment generator 236 sent to the DSCT 110 in a prior EMM and
which is currently stored in secrets 716. The AEMM 720
generates a hash digest of the control word indicator and the
shared secret and compares the generated hash digest with the
authentication token. If they are not the same, the ECM was
either garbled in transmission or tampered with. In either
case, the ECM is ignored.

ECMs are received every couple of seconds, so if one was
garbled another one is received shortly thereafter, which is
then authenticated. If the ECM is successfully authenticated,
i.e., ithas notbeen tampered with or garbled, then the AEMM
720 checks the entitlement of the DSCT 110 for the selected
service instance. The AEMM 720 uses the entitlement speci-
fier of the ECM and the entitlements 714 to determine the
DSCT’s entitlement. Only if the DSCT 110 is entitled, does
the secure element 314 to provide the cryptographic device
318 with the control word for decrypting the service instance.
In the preferred embodiment, encrypting the control word
indicator using the MSK as the encryption key generates the
control word.

In the preferred embodiment, the AEMM 720 includes
logic for granting entitlements to the client-receiver 122 for
service instances. When the AEMM 720 receives a request
from the client-receiver 122 for a service instance, the AEMM
720 determines whether the client-receiver 122 is currently
entitled to the service instance by checking the entitlements
706. If the client-receiver 122 is not entitled, the AEMM 720
determines whether to entitle the client-receiver 122. If the
AEMM 720 determines to grant the entitlement to the client-
receiver 122, the AEMM 720 provides the client-receiver 122
with the entitlement via an EMM, and the AEMM 720
changes the entitlements 706 to reflect the newly granted
entitlement. In other words, the array element of elements 706
associated with the service instance would be changed from
NO to YES or from 0 to 1. The AEMM 720 can also delete an
entitlement for the client-receiver 122 to a service instance by
changing the array element that is associated with the service
instance. Inthe preferred embodiment, the client-receiver 122
includes an entitlement map thatit uses foraccessing received
service instances. The AEMM 720 can update the client-
receiver’s entitlement map by sending the client-receiver 122
an EMM with new entitlements for the client-receiver 122.
The client-receiver 122 receives the EMM and processes it,
thereby updating its entitlements.

In an alternative embodiment, the memory 704 includes a
class-authorization map (not shown), which maps authoriza-
tions granted to classes of client-receivers by an entitlement
agent to service instances. Before the AEMM 720 checks the
entitlements 706 of the client-receiver 122 for a service
instance it checks the class-authorization map to determine
whether the client-receiver is authorized to receive that ser-
vice. The AEMM 720 will not grant entitlement for a service
instance unless the class-authorization map indicates that the
client-receiver 122 is authorized to receive that service. The
AEMM 720 only changes or updates the authorization map in
response to EMMs from the system controller 232. The class-
authorization map maps authorizations by classification of
device type. The authorization map can be used by the entitle-
ment agent to selectively control the services offered to dif-
ferent classifications of client-receivers. Thus, client-receiv-
ers that are settop devices can be authorized for all services of
the DBDS 100, and computing devices can be authorized for
a sub-set of services. In the event of a security breach, the
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authorization map can be updated so as to remove the autho-
rization of an entire class of client-receivers.

In the preferred embodiment, the system controller 232 can
send an EMM 800 to the AEMM 720 that suspends the
entitlements of the client-receiver 122 to service instances.
The system controller 232 can send an entitlement suspension
EMM that suspends the entitlement of a specific client-re-
ceiver 122 coupled to the DSCT 110 or all client-receivers
coupled to the DSCT 110. The system controller 232 may
send an entitlement suspension EMM based upon the hard-
ware type of the client-receiver 122. For example, if the
operator of the DBDS 100 learns that the security of a par-
ticular classification of hardware such as a computer having a
given operating system has been compromised, the operator
can then have the system controller 232 suspend entitlements
for all client-receivers 122 coupled to the DBDS 100 until a
fix for the security breach has been established. When the
DSCT 110 receives an entitlement suspension EMM, the
DSCT 110 suspends transmitting service instances to the
client-receiver 122.

In the preferred embodiment, the client-receiver 122
requests services or service instances using secure messages.
The processor 702 uses entitlement 706 to determine whether
the client-receiver 122 is currently entitled to the requested
service instance. If it is not entitled, the processor 702 sends
processor 312 a message indicating that the client-receiver
122 has requested a specific service or service instance, and
the processor 312 uses tables memory 310 to determine
whether the specific service or service instance is blocked. In
this embodiment, users can use the user-interface 316 to input
information, which is stored in tables of memory 310, to
block services or service instances provided to the client-
receiver 122. Thus, the DSCT 110 can act as a filter to prevent
certain content such as sexually oriented content from being
provided to the client-receiver 122. If the requested service
instance is not blocked, the processor 702 grants entitlement
for the selected service instance and updates entitlement 706.
The entitlement for the service instance is transmitted to the
client-receiver 122 in an EMM 800.

The system controller 232 can also send an EMM to the
DSCT 110 instructing the processor 312 to no longer deter-
mine the encryption scheme for the client-receiver 122. In
that case, the headend 102 determines the encryption scheme
used to communicate information between the DSCT 110 and
the client-receiver 122. The headend uses information related
to the hardware and software of the client-receiver 122, the
type of communication link 120 between the DSCT 110 and
the client-receiver 122, and the subscriber’s payment status.

Client-Receiver

Referring to FIG. 9, one example client-receiver 122,
among others, is in two-way communication with the DSCT
110 via communication link 120. The client-receiver 122
includes a transceiver 902, a processor 904, a memory 906, a
secure element 908, a user-interface 910, a cryptographic
device 912 and an output port/interface 916. The transceiver
902 receives information such as data, entitlements, authori-
zations, commands and service instances from the DSCT 110
via communication link 120. The transceiver 902 is adapted
to transmit information to the DSCT 110 via communication
link 120.

In the preferred embodiment, the client-receiver 122 is
adapted to be self-aware and recognize the L AN managed by
the DSCT 110 when the client-receiver 122 is brought into the
LAN. The processor 904 and memory 906 include the logic
for self-awareness. Non-limiting examples of logic for self-
awareness include OSG1, UPnP, HAV1, and JINI, all of which
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are intended to be in the scope of the invention. The memory
906 includes, among other things, system tables, hardware
information, web-browser logic, and self-awareness logic.
When the client-receiver 122 is introduced into the LAN of
the DSCT 110, the processor 904 generates a message using
the hardware information and self-awareness logic of
memory 906. The message is provided to the transceiver 902,
where itis sent to the DSCT 110 via communication link 120.
The hardware information identifies the type of hardware
included in the client-receiver 122 and is used by the DSCT
110 for determining the type of device the DSCT 110 is
communicating with. Alternate embodiments include using
either the user-interface 316 on the DSCT 110 or the user-
interface 910 on the client-receiver 122 for registering the
client-receiver 122.

The user-interface 910 is an infrared detector that receives
signals from a remote control device (not shown). In other
embodiments, the user-interface 910 is a keyboard, keypad,
touchscreen, or other interface known to those skilled in the
art by which the user can provide commands to the client-
receiver 122.

The user-interface 910 receives commands from the user
and provides them to the processor 904 for processing. Using
the user-interface 910 the user can request services, change
user-channels, open a web-browser window, etc.

When the user requests a service, the processor 904 sends
amessage be addressed to the DSCT 110 or to elements of the
headend 102, such as, for example, the entitlement generator
236 via the transceiver 902. Generally, the message is a secure
message, which includes an authentication token. In that case,
the secure element 908 generates the secure message and
provides the secure message to the transceiver 902 for trans-
mission.

In the preferred embodiment, the secure element 908
includes a processor (not shown) and a memory (not shown)
that are included in tamper resistant packaging. Among other
things, the secure element 908 generates secure messages;
processes received EMMs, and generates control words for
the cryptographic device 912. The secure element 908
includes entitlements granted to the client-receiver 122,
secrets for authenticating messages and generating control
words, and keys such as a private key-public key pair of the
client-receiver 122 and other public keys. The other public
keys include trusted public keys, the public key of the condi-
tional access authority 234 and the public key of the DSCT
110.

In the preferred embodiment, when the secure element 908
is produced, the manufacturer assigns it a serial number and
its public key-private key pair. The manufacturer provides the
serial number and the public key of the secure element 908 to
the operator of the DBDS 100, which then includes them in its
database 240. When the client-receiver 122 is first brought
into the LAN of the DSCT 110, it sends the DSCT 110 a
message identifying itself and its encryption/decryption
capabilities. The DSCT 110 sends a secure message to the
CAA 234 informing the CAA 234 that the client-receiver 122
is attempting to register. The CAA 234 determines whether or
not the client-receiver 122 is included in its database 240, and
if it is, the CAA 234 initiates registration, which can include
exchanging one of the trusted public keys of the client-re-
ceiver 122 with the public key of the CAA 234. The CAA 234
sends the client-receiver 122 via, the DSCT, an EMM that
includes the public key of the DSCT 110, which is then stored
in the secure element 908. The client-receiver 122 accepts the
public key of the DSCT 110 as a trusted key.

In one embodiment, the secure element 908 is a smart card
such as a PC memory cards that is user installable into appro-
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priately configured computers. In another embodiment, the
secure element is not user installable such as when the client-
receiver 122 is a settop terminal.

The client-receiver 122 receives service instances from the
DSCT 110 at the transceiver 902. When the service instances
are transmitted in the clear, i.e., without being encrypted, the
service instances are provided to the output port 916. When
the service instances are transmitted as cipher text, i.e., in
encrypted form, the service instances are provided to the
cryptographic device 912 for decryption. In the preferred
embodiment, the secure element 908 provides control words
to the cryptographic device 912 for decrypting the encrypted
service instances. Typically, the user device (not shown) such
as a video display or speaker is coupled to the outport 916 for
providing the service instance to the subscriber.

In one embodiment, the client-receiver 122 receives con-
tent from the DSCT 110 that is encapsulated in network
packets. Typically, the network packets are Ethernet packets
that carry multiple application packets such as MPEG pack-
ets. The processor 904 de-encapsulates the MPEG packets
and provides the MPEG packets to the cryptographic device
912 for decryption.

In the preferred embodiment, the processor 904 imple-
ments web-browser logic stored in memory 906 for, among
other things, providing content to the subscriber and for inter-
facing with the subscriber. F1G. 10 illustrates exemplary steps
for accessing web-based services at the client-receiver 122.

In step 1002, the subscriber activates the web-browser

w

10

15

20

25

logic using the user-interface 910. Typically, an index of 3°

web-based services is displayed to the subscriber in the win-
dow of the web-browser. The index, which can be an elec-
tronic program guide, includes hyperlinks that are associated
with the web-based services.

In step 1004, when the user selects a web-based service by
clicking on the hyperlink associated with the collected ser-
vice, the web-browser transmits the request for the service to
the DSCT 110. The request for the service includes informa-
tion such as the uniform resource locator (URL) of the ser-
vice.

Upon verification that the client-receiver 122 is entitled to
the service, or upon having the entitlement to the service
granted, the selected service is transmitted to the client-re-
ceiver 122. In step 1006, the browser opens a new browser
window for viewing the selected service. In the event that the
client-receiver 122 is not entitled to and/or cannot get an
entitlement to the selected service, the browser displays in the
new window “Service Denied.”

In step 1008, the service instance from the DSCT 110 is
displayed in the new browser window. Typically, the sub-
scriber canuse the web-browser interface to engage in T-com-
merce provided by the DBDS 100. While the subscriber
watches the service instance, a pop-up add will appear, and
the content of the pop-up add will correspond to the content of
the service instance. For example, the subscriber may be
watching a golf tournament and the pop-up add will feature
the brand of golf clubs for the current golfer leading the golf
tournament. The subscriber can then click on the pop-up add
and purchase a set of golf clubs.

In one embodiment, when the subscriber using the web-
browser initiates the web-browser, the subscriber provides a
username and password, which are transmitted to the DSCT
110. The DSCT 110 then verifies the username and password
and conditionally provides services to the client-receiver 122.
The conditionally provided services can be provided at least
based upon the device-type of the client-receiver 122; per-
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missions granted to the user by the subscriber of the DBDS
100; entitlements granted to the client-receiver 122; and upon
other criteria.

Those skilled in the art will recognize that the client-re-
ceiver 122 can include more or fewer modules than described
hereinabove. For example, in a non-limiting alternative
embodiment, the client-receiver 122 does not include a secure
element 908. The processor 904 provides the cryptographic
device 912 with the control words for decrypting received
service instances.

Although exemplary preferred embodiments of the present
invention have been shown and described. it will be apparent
to those of ordinary skill in the art that a number of changes,
modifications, or alterations to the invention as described may
be made, none of which depart from the spirit of the present
invention. Changes, modifications, and alterations should
therefore be seen as within the scope of the present invention.
It should also be emphasized that the above-described
embodiments of the present invention, particularly, any “pre-
ferred embodiments” are merely possible non-limiting
examples of implementations, merely setting forth a clear
understanding of the principles of the inventions.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of transmitting service instances to a remote
client device in a local network, including a communications
device and one or more of said remote client devices, at a
subscriber premises, comprising the steps of:

receiving a service instance at the communications device

of the subscriber premises from a headend, wherein the
service instance is stored in memory of the communica-
tions device;

receiving a request at the communications device for the

stored service instance from the remote client device;
determining whether the remote client device is entitled to
receive the requested stored service instance; and
responsive to determining the remote client device is
entitled to receive the requested stored service instance,
transmitting the requested service instance from the
communications device to the remote client device.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

determining a device type for the remote client device;

using the device type of the remote client device to deter-
mine a format protocol for the requested service
instance; and

reformatting the requested service instance prior to trans-

mitting the requested service instance.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of:
determining an encryption scheme for the requested ser-
vice instance based on the remote client device; and
prior to transmitting the requested service instance,

encrypting the requested service instance.
4. The method of claim 3, further comprising the steps of:
receiving a message along with the request from the remote
client device, the message having device type informa-
tion regarding the remote client device; and

determining from the device type information the encryp-
tion scheme for encryption of the requested service
instance.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising the steps of:

receiving a message along with the request from the remote

client device, the message having device type informa-
tion regarding the remote client device;

transmitting a second message to the headend, the second

message having the device type information included
therein, wherein the headend determines the encryption
scheme using at least the device type information.
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6. A method of transmitting service instances to a remote
client device in a local network, including a communications
device and one or more of said remote client devices, at a
subscriber premises, comprising the steps of:

receiving a request at the communications device of the

subscriber premises for a service instance from the
remote client device;

determining whether the remote client device is entitled to

receive the requested service instance;

responsive to determining the remote client device is

entitled to receive the requested service instance, deter-
mining whether the requested service instance is acces-
sible within the communications device;

if the requested service instance is accessible, transmitting

the service instance from the communications device to
the remote client device; and

if the requested service instance is not accessible, sending

a request from the communications device to a headend
for the requested service instance, wherein upon receipt
of the service instance at the communications device,
transmitting the service instance from the communica-
tions device to the remote client device.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of,
prior to transmitting the service instance to the remote client
device, storing the received service instance in memory of the
communications device.

8. The method of claim 6, further comprising the steps of:

determining a device type for the remote client device;

using the device type of the remote client device to deter-
mine a format protocol for the requested service
instance; and

reformatting the requested service instance prior to trans-

mitting the requested service instance.

9. The method of claim 6, further comprising the steps of:

determining an encryption scheme for the requested ser-

vice instance based on the remote client device; and
prior to transmitting the requested service instance,
encrypting the requested service instance.
10. The method of claim 9, further comprising the steps of:
receiving a message along with the request from the remote
client device, the message having device type informa-
tion regarding the remote client device; and

determining from the device type information the encryp-
tion scheme for encryption of the requested service
instance.

11. The method of claim 9, further comprising the steps of:

receiving a message along with the request from the remote

client device, the message having device type informa-
tion regarding the remote client device;

transmitting a second message to the headend, the second

message having the device type information included
therein, wherein the headend determines the encryption
scheme using at least the device type information.

12. A method of transmitting service instances to a plural-
ity of remote client devices in a local network, including a
communications device, at a subscriber premises, comprising
the steps of:

receiving a first request for a service instance at the com-

munications device of the subscriber premises from a
first remote client device;
determining whether the first remote client device is
entitled to receive the requested service instance;

responsive to determining the first remote client device is
entitled to receive the requested service instance, trans-
mitting the requested service instance from the commu-
nications device to the first remote client device;

receiving a second request for the service instance at the
communications device from a second remote client
device in the local network;
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determining whether the second remote client device is
entitled to receive the requested service instance; and

responsive to determining the second remote client device
is entitled to receive the requested service instance,
transmitting the requested service instance from the
communications device to the second remote client
device based upon local availability of the requested
service instance within the communications device.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising the steps

10 of

determining a device type for each of the first and second

remote client devices;

using the device type of the first and second remote client

devices to determine a format protocol for the requested
service instance; and

reformatting the requested service instance prior to trans-

mitting the requested service instance.

14. The method of claim 12, further comprising the steps
of:

determining an encryption scheme for the requested ser-

vice instance based on the first and second remote client
devices; and

prior to transmitting the requested service instance,

encrypting the requested service instance.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising the steps
of:

receiving a message along with the request from each of the

first and second remote client devices, the message hav-
ing device type information regarding the respective
remote client device; and

determining from the device type information the encryp-

tion scheme for encryption of the requested service
instance.

16. The method of claim 12, further comprising the steps
of:

receiving a message along with the request from each of the

first and second remote client devices, the message hav-
ing device type information regarding the respective
remote client device;

transmitting a second message to a headend, the second

message having the device type information included
therein, wherein the headend determines the encryption
scheme using at least the device type information.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the device type infor-
mation from each of the first and second remote devices may
require a same encryption scheme or a different encryption
scheme.

18. The method of claim 12, further comprising the steps
of:

prior to transmitting the requested service instance to the

first remote client device, determining whether the
requested service instance is accessible within the com-
munications device; and

if the requested service instance is not accessible, sending

arequest to aheadend for the requested service instance,
wherein upon receipt of the service instance, transmit-
ting the service instance from the communications
device to the first remote client device.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the requested service
instance is accessible if the service instance is stored in
memory of the communications device.

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising the step of,
prior to transmitting the service instance to the first remote
client device, storing the received service instance in memory
of the communications device.
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