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L R st TR AT ““i
of a theater, curtain (< 1E base *( 1=
nstead of L cors, cohors (see Coum)k-
in {esp. in a theater) < aulé, open o
1, aula, pot: for IE base see OVEN]
ierial, sometimes arranged so thatit
aung for decoration, as:af a window, g
something : 2 anything that coverg,
>iffa curtain of fog] 3 that part of 3¢,
‘s, ete, 4 Archit, an enclosing wall

5 Theater a). the large drape.or hayy
e stage, which is drawn up or asidey
)ening of the curtain at the begmningQ
a play, act, or scene ¢) an effect, lin .
sfore the curtain‘closes d)-CURTAIN gy
end —vt. 110 provide or decorate wi,
i, or shut off as with a curtain —dray
to end 2 to conceal —Ilift (or raise) th
to reveal A ' for th
ually by continued applause, for the p,
;tagg at the'end of a play, act, ett: Ty
the applause .

;e reprimand given by a wife to her by
3 curtained beds in which such reprg

n .
-t play or skit presented before a log,
)re?iminary event, entertainment, ete.
1 delivered from in front of ‘the curtais,
erformance
adently supported outer wall that camy
is freely rem?(\i/a e  short <1.

. ey curtald < court, snort <-i,cun,
'leei[io—l::x a horse with a docked tail °
rLass] {Archaic a cutlass
L curtatus, pp. of curtare, to shortes
«; abbreviated o
1. <sies fvar. of COURTESY) the life infery!
es in the lands of his wife upon her des|
\ren capable of inhenting: curtesy has ba
itatute in-many U.S. states anci u‘; Engls]
. IME < OFr cortillage < cortil, dim, <1y
: igergx‘ced-in ground and buildings inine
1se or dwelling .
NormFy éurteis (OFr corteis): see iy
me: dim, Curt .
 Hammond 1878-1930; U.S. aviator &
ction ;
stes [var. of COURTESY] a gesture of g
- esp. formerly, by girls and women
ding of the knees and a slight Yowering
sy-ing to make a curtsy Also sp. curt'sy

A
T e

HESSemr wavees cu A U B1s gl UUBRMOUILE UL UL SUGIUSEU LY |
line or lines: also cur-vilin"-eal -—cur'-vi-lin’-early adv.
kur'vé) adj; curv'i-er, curv’i-est- 1 having curves or a curve
i ad] 2 [Informal) curvaceous .
"“zon (kierzon), George Nathaniel 1st Marquis Curzon of
a.'er(ileston 1859-1925; Eng. statesmani: viceroy of India (1899-1905)
5.0 (ko0s"k0) alt. sp. of CUZCO
Cu cus (kus'kes) . IModL < native name in New Guineal any of a
WS plialanger, family Phalangeridae) of shuggish, tree-dwelling
é’er;]“:ngers pative to NE Australia and nearby islands, mostly
[’h {arian with' foxlike ears and a prehensile tail
: sec (kyd’sek)) . [CU(BIC) + SEC(OND)'] 2 unit for measuring
]ume of flow, equal to-one cubie foot per secon
b4 h (kush) . Bible 1 the oldest of Ham's sons 2 the land inhab-
c.“;i by his descendants; thought to be on the W shore of the Red
3103: Gen. 10:8; 1 Chron. 1:10Cush"ite’ adj., n.
“hat (kush’ot, koosh’) n. IN Brit diak < ME coushote < OF
shote as if < et €00} + base of sceotan, to dart, SHOOT; in sense
::ooing darter”] a wood pigeon (Columba palumbus)
shaw (ko shd”):ni < Amind (Algonguian)}. a:variety of crook-

roreed
Y e

B o~ squash (Cucurbita moschqta) similar to the pumpkin

Cushing (koosh’in) 1 Caleb 1800-79; U.S: diplomat: negotiated
reaty (1845) openin Chin. ports to U.S. trade 2 Harvey (Wil-
e 1669-1939; U.S. neurosurgeon

Cushiing’s disease (koosh'inz) fafter Harvey (Williams) CUsH-
ol a isorder of the adrenal cortex icaused by a tumor in the
pituitary, characterized by obesity, hypertension, diabetes mel-
fins, ete:

c’i;?;,ing's syndrome a medical ‘condition characterized by

wesity, hypertension, excessive hair growth, etc., caused by an

overactive adrenal gland or large doses of corticosteroids

cush-ion (keosh’2n) n. IME cuisshin < OFr coissin < ML coxinum,
hered tafter Lecoxa, hip) < Gallo-Roman *culcinum, for L culcita,
cushion, QuILTY ‘1a pillow or soft pad for sitting or kneeling on, or
wwclining against; specif., a removable one forming part of a-sofa,
¢hair, ete; 2 a thing; like a cushion in shape, softness, or use, as a
«mall pillow used in lace-making, padding of various sorts, etc. 3 a
{atty or fibrous padlike part of the body 4 anything serving to
absorh shock,-as air or steam in some machines, the elastic inner
nm.of a billiard table, or a soft, padded ingole -5 anything that
aoderates an adverse effect; relieves 'a distressing condition, pro-
vides comfort; ete. —~vt. 1 to provide with a cushion or cushions 2
a1 o seat or set on a cushion b) to prop up with a cushion or
cushions -3-to hide or suppress, as if under a-cushion 4 to absorb
.<hock or noise):- 5. to act as a cushion, as in protecting from shock
of injury, moderating ill effects, relieving distress, ete. /the bush
cushioned his fall]

Cush-itic.(kugh it’ik; koosh-) adj. [CUSHE + -IT(E)! + -IC] designating
or of a group of languages spoken in Ethiopia and E Africa, consti-
1oting 2 subfamily of the Afroasiatic family of languages —n. this

{1, curulis < currus, chariot; akin to cum
1 designating a chair like an uphols
surved legs, in which only the highest
priviléged. to sit 2 privileged to sit
‘hest rank . _
hes) adj. [CURV(E) + -Aceous] having alé2
a woman L . EEiE

. EIME < L eurvatura < curvare: Seeley
::zrgd [2 2 curve; curved part of anything
iation of a curve or, curved surface frig
surface tangent to it 4 Med. an ahnors
ature of the spine/ :
s Hent: see CROWN] {Archaic] curved 3
ight part; bend having no angular part b
e shaﬁe of & curve d3 the qgtg og :amle

s ropounced curving 0
el o all thrown lg‘ a nght;'ha
the piteber's left, or one thrown I .
rves go the pitcher’s right ‘6 a curved!
sentation showing variations oceurting
prices, business conditions,. group acl
3§ CURVE: 8 Math. a one-dimensiona €
space of two or more dimensions, suth
or a helix in three-dimensional spat®
egrent is a type of curve —vt., Vi _cg
urve by bending "2 to movein a curves
1)- the ‘curve anticipating (or 7ot keepid
developments, ete: 1: e
swerving or deflection in a line

: the arc%f a-circle fhe curved the.2%
the curving of something that is no
ds to pressure or tension [to bgndha
ion, implies greater resistance in the
onnotes a wrenching.out of the norme
surn, in this comparison often interc
sed specifically where the: ohject 38 .¢
urn a bed sheet]

#. Baseball GURVE (sense 5) PR
; usually kervet) n. 11t corvetla, dim. <
N} in-equestrian exhibitions, a rr)ovel%!
hen leaps forward, raising the hin %
e down Vi, ~vet’ted or ~vet'ed, -V
a curvet —vt, to cause to curvet

group of languages

aishy. (koosh’e) adj. cush’i-er, cush’i-est. forig. Brit army slang <
Hindi khush; pleasant. < Pers khish] [Slang] easy; comfortable /a
cushy jobJ —cush’i-ness n. L

cusk (kusk) n., pl. cusk or cusks {Brit local name < ?} 1 a large,
«lible gadoid: fish (Brosme brosme) found in the N Atlantic: »2
HURBOT

S CUsh (kusp)n, L cuspis {gen. cuspidis), point, pointed end, spear]

{ a peint or pointed end; apex; peak 2 Anat. @) any of the eleva:
tions on the chewing surface of a tooth b) any of the triangular
flaps of a-heart valve 3 Archit. a projecting point where two arcs
meet, a5 in the internal curve of an are -4.Astrol. the transitional

& part of a sign or house 5 Astron. either horn of a crescent, as of the

moon: 6 Georn,“the tip of ‘a pointed curve —on:the cusp 1 Astrol
atorduring a' CUSP (sense 4) 2-ator during a time of transition, as
the moment of or just before a major change or event
Cus-pate (kus’pit, -pav) adj. CUSPIDATE: also cus’pated (-patid) or
<usped (kuspt) i
Cuspid (kus'pid) . [L cuspis: see CUSF]. a tooth with one cusp;
canine tooth: —-adf. CUSPIDATE
Cus-pi-date (kus’ps dat’, -dit) adj, [L.cuspidatus, pp. of cuspidare,
\o:make pointed < cuspis) 1 having a cusp or cusps 2 having a
short: abrupt point, as some leaves Also cus’pi-dat'ed
ts-pi-da-tion (kus'pe da’shen) n. the use of cusps for decoration,
23 in areliitecture
uspi-dor (kug’po’ dor) n: [Port cuspideira < cuspir, to spit < L
onspuere < corn, intens. + spuere, to spit out, SPEW} SPITTOON
Cuss (kus) . f< CURSE; n. 2 < ? CUSTOMERY {Informal] 1acurse #2
?]Derson or animal; esp. one regarded as.odd or annoying: used
(l“‘s‘;‘%rro;l’dy or contemptuously —vt.,, vi. [Informall to curse —
(Ussf‘?d (kus"id) adj. < prec. or CURSED] [Informal] 1 cursed 2
mﬁ'nerse; stubborn <-cuss’-edly adv. «-cuss™-edness n, .
cri‘}f.\rd (kus’tard) n. [ME, altered < crustade, any dish baked in a
St it (7 g Prov crostads) < L crusta, CRUST] 7 a mixture of
:’ﬁgs, milk, flavoring, and, often, sugar, either boiled or baked 2
Ort for FROZEN CUSTARD
-apple (kus’tard ap’ol) adj. < prec:, with referénces to the
nd ¢olor] designating a family (Annonaceae, order Magnoli-

2estof dicotyledonous- tropical trees and -shrubs including the

3Paw, sweetsop, and soursol
s p —. 1 any of a genus {esp. Annona
z’?cluela)tf) of small trees of this family, grown for their large,
+ Seart-shaped fruits: also custard apple -2 the fruit

cus-to-dial (kes to'dé o)) adj. of custody
cus-to-dian (kes to'dé on) n. f<fol.d 14

s AR AAEY VEMLTA L

killed in a battle with Dakota Indians on the Little Bighorn River

or custodians

person who has the custody or care of
something, as of a private library; care-
taker; keeper 2 a person responsible: for
the care and maintenance of 2 building
—cus-to’«di-an-ship’ n.

cus-tody (kus'te d8) n., pl. -dies {ME

custodie < L custodia < custos, a guard,

keeper < IE *(s)keudh- < base *(shkeus-;

to cover > SKY]' 1a guarding or keeping

s}afe; cﬁre% }E)rotection; gﬁzﬁdianship ’2

the right of having one’s children in one’s

immediate care, awarded under various GEORG&'?SR;;?WONG
arrangements to oae or both of the par-

ents by a court as a result of a divorce or separation =-in‘custody
in the keeping of the police; under arrest —take into.custody to
arrest

cus-tom (kus'tem) n. §ME < OFr costume < L consuetudo < con-

suescere, to accustom < eom-, intens. + suescere, to become accus-
tomed < suere, to be accustomed, akinito suus, one’s own: for:IE
base see SUICIDE] : 1 a usual practice or habitual way of behaving;
habit 2 @) a social convention carried on by tradition and enforced
by social disapproval of any violation b) such practices, collec-
tively 3 under feudalism, a service, rent, etc. regularly paid to a
lord 4 [pl] a) duties or taxes imposed by a government on
imported and, occasionally, ‘exported poods . b) [with sing. v.} the
government agency in charge of collecting these duties, or any of
its offices 5 a) the regular support or patronage of a business
establishment b) customers as a group ‘6 Law such usage as by
common consent and long-established, uniform practice has taken
on the force of law —adj. 1 made or done to order or, sometimes,
made extra fine, as if to ordes 2 making things te.order, or dealing
in things made to order [a custom tailor] —SYN. HABIT

cus-tom-ari-ly (kus'to mei’o 18) adv. according to custom; usually
cus-tom-ary (kus'to mer’@) adj. [ML customarius: $e¢ CUSTOM] 1

in keeping with custom, or usage; usual; habitual 2 Law holding
or held by custom —n., pl. ~ar-ies a collection of the laws estab-
lished by custom for a manor, region, etc. —SYN. USUAL —cus’
tom-ari-ness.n,

wetstom-built (kus’tam bilt) adj. built to order, according to the

customer’s specifications

cus-tomer (kus’te mar) n. [ME < OFr coustumier: see CUSTOM) . 1
a-person ‘who buys, esp. one who buys from; or patronizes, an
establishment regularly 2 {Informall any person with whom one
has dealings [a rough customer] :
custom-house (kus'tom hous’) n, a building or office where cus-
toms or duties are paid and ships are cleared for entering or leav-
ing: also cus"toms-house’ :

wcus-tom-ize (kus'tom iz') vt, ~ized’, ~iz+ing [CUSTOM + -IZE] to

malke, build, or modify according to personal or individual specifi-
cations -—cus“tom-iz’er n,

weustom-made (-mad’) adj. made to order, according to the custom-

er’s specifications .
customs union a union of nations that agree to eliminate customs
restrictions among members and to follow. a common tariff policy
toward all other nations
cut (kut) vt cut; cutting IME cuiten, kytten < Late OF *cyttan <
Seand base seen in Swed dial.; Ice kuta, to cut with a knife: the
word replaced OF ceorfun (see CARVE), snithan, scieran (see SHEAR)
asused in its basic senses] I denoting penetration or incision 1
to make an ‘opening in:as with: a sharp-edged instrument; pierce;
incise; gash 2 to plerce, hit sharply; constrict, etc, $o0 as to hurt 3
to hurt the feelings of 4 to grow (a new tooth making its way -
through the gam) 1L denoting separation, removal, or division 1
to remove or divide into parts with a sharp-edged: instrument;
sever 2 to carve (meat) 3 to cause to fall by severing; fell; hew 4
to mow or reap with a scythe, sickle, ete. 5 to.pass through or
across; intersect; divide [the path cuis the meadow diagonally] 6
a) to divide (a pack of cards) at random so'as to rearrange the pack
after the dealer has shuffled or so as to show a card to determine
the dealer, partners, ete. b) to select (a’card)-at random from a
pack, as by cutting the deck- 7 to castrate; geld ‘8 [Informal] to
pretend not to see or know (a person); snub -9 [Informall to stay
away from (a school class; etc.) without being excused - 10 [Infor-
mal] to cause to stop operating [cut the engine/ #11 (Slan%] to
stop; discontinue [cut the noise/ 212 [Informal] to discharge from
a job, release from a sports team, ete: Ul denoting reduction 140
make less by or as b, severini a part or parts; reduce; lessen;
curtail fto eut salaries}, 2 to make shorter by severing the ends of
(hair, branches, fingernails, etc.); trim; shear; pare #3 to dilute
(alcohol, ete.) 4 to dissolve or break up the fat globules of [lye cuts
grease] V. denoting performance by incision, etc. to make, do,
form, or decorate by or as by cutting; specif.; a) to make (an open-
ing, clearing, channel; etc.) by incising, drilling; hacking, or exea-
vating b) to engrave; inscribe ¢) to type or:otherwise mark (a
stencil) for mimeographing  d) to cut cloth so as to form the parts
for (a garinent) wé) to-edit (film)- by deléting some’ scenes - and
assembling others into a desired sequence /) to hit, drive, or throw
(a ball) so that it spins~ g) to cavise (a wheel) to turn sharply - #h) to
See the inside front cover for pronunciation ‘information.
The symbol % is used to mark terms of Américan origif.






