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There are a couple of simple tricks that you can use to combine muli-
ple files into a single file for ransmission purposes.

1. First create a list of the files to be included. You can do this cither

manually or with a program like 15 or find.

2. Use either of the backup programs cpio or tar to create an archive
on standard output rather than on a backup device.

3. Redirect standard ouwtput to a file, then use UUCP to send ile
archive.

4. Use the same backup program on the target system to restore the
archive,

For example, using find and ¢pio:

wewbont find . -print | oplo ~oa > archive.cpio

or using a manuvally-gencrated list of filenames:”

newtont% cplo -og < fileliat > archive.cpio

Then, after tansferring archive.cpio, the remote system, with wucp,
restores the archive:

walthamt coplo ~led < archive.opio:

(The -¢ option of cplo writes header information in ASCH for portabil-
ity; -d tells eplo to create directories if necded when doing the restore;
-i and -0 are uscd, respectively, 1o copy files in and out.)

A similar example using tar might be:

newtont tar of archive.tar ‘cat filelist®

waltham¥ cat srohive.txxr { Lar xf -

If you are not familiar with the use of find, epio or tar, you may want
to consult the appropriate command pages in the UNJX Programmer’s
Manual befom trying out these commands,
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Using Netnews.
Getting on the Net

Net Adiclas and Newsgroups
Getting Started

Usenet is & worldwide network of computers that run the netnews soft-
-, ware. As described carlier, Usenet is a public forum for the exchange
" of ideas in the form of news ardicles that are broadcast 10 member sites.
Net users can post articles, reply by mail or sead followup articles ©
previous ones, or simply read the news using the netnews programs.

The news messages that one gets on the net are as diverse as the per-
sons who send them, To bring some structure into this collection of
users and their ideas, news articles are classified into newsgroups.

When your system administrator Sets up nctnews, he or she may have
decided to limit the number of newsgroups that your site will receive
and broadcast. You can also define a personal list of newsgroups that
you want to read so that you don’t need t© wadc through newsgroups
that you aren't interested in. '

99
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O Find out what newsgroups are available at your sitc.
{1 Draw up a list of newsgroups to which you would like to subscribe,

(204 %

The companion handbook, Managing UUCP and Usenct, describes
jnstalling the netnews softwarc o set up a link into the Usenel net.
work, Obviously, this must be done if your site is to receive news.

Probably the easfest and best way to get on the net is to sign up wih
UUNET, a non-profit, commercial UUCP and Usenet hookup, ongi-
nafly fonded by Usenix, the UNIX technical user’s group, UUNET
allows you to access the net via the Tymnet or CompuServe public data
networks, which have local access phone numbers in most major cities.
The off-peak (evening and weekend) connect charges for Tymnet o
quite reasonable—$5/hour. CompuServe is $5/Mour any time,

Alternatively, you can arrange to dial up directly, which may be more
efficicnt if you are using high-speed Telebit Trailblazer modems, {The

Traiiblazer is optimized for use with WUCP, and is in general use a
UUNET.) :

Usenix cstimates that the monthly cost of a full news feed is abou
$250, in addition to the UUNET membership fea of $35/month. The
advantage is that you will be hooked in one hap from a backbone site.
UUNET also offers an extensive collection of freely redistributable
UNIX source archives. '

You don’t need to subscribe to UUNET to be able to use their archives
via UUCP. By calling 1-900-468-7727 and using the login “uucp”
with no password, anyonc may uucp any of UUNET's on line scurce
collection, (Start by copying uunetfiusrispooliftplis-IRZ, which is a
compressed index of every file in the archives) As of this writing, the
cost is 40 cents per minute. The charges will appear on your next tele-
phone bill.

100

RACK-1015
Page 6 of 27



For more information, contact:

UUNET Communications Services
3110 Fairview Park Drive, Suite 570
P.O.Box 2324
Falls Church, VA 22042
+1 703 876-5050
info@uunet.un.net
mmetlinfo
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The articles on the net are classified into newsgroups, .according (o
subject matter, You can think of a newsgroup as a bolletin board or
forum devoted 1o one topic. There are hundreds of newsgroups on the
net that cater to every need or mol: newsgroups on technical topics
such as artificial inteHigence, programming language standards, or par-
tcular computer systems, as well as newsgroups for gardening, bugs
(the computer kind) or wine. A listing of the current newsgroups as of
fall 1989 is provided in Appendix D,

As of November 1986, nowsgroups are divided into seven major
catcgories,* as indicated by the first part of thewr names:

. comp - Groups relating to soms aspect of ccmpmer science {e.g.,
comp.aiy,
s - Groups relating 0 sciences other than compuier science
{e.g., sci.physics or sci.math.symbolic).
" BEwS - Groups relating to the nethews software (¢.g. news.admin)
or of general interest to all net users (e.g.. news.announce).
rec - Groups relating to recreational  activities  (e.g.,

rec.arts.sf-lovers or rec.games.chess).

*Before this date, there were only two cstegories: aet, consisting of groups ta which any-
one could post, and niad, consisting of groups in which postings had first 10 be approved
by & maderator. The recent division of newsgroups inlo sevea categorics was done for
the expross purpose of h\clping iites 10 exclude groups they don’t want to cagry.

1071
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50¢ - Groups for social interaction or discussion of social topies
(e.g.. soc.singles or soc.culture jewish).

talk - Groups prone to extended heated discussion (eg,
tatk religion or talk.politics ).

mise - Groups that don’t fit into any of the other categories {eg, .

misc.jobs.offered for job paostings),

In addition, there may be one or mare local newsgroups that are avail-
able only in your local area. There may also be groups found only at
your site. One of these, called general, is almost certain to exist,

In additon to the standard seven hierarchics, and local or regional
groups, there are several alternative hierdrchies. These are created by

. groups of people who agree to carry and distribute these groups, inde- .
pendently of the standard hierarchics. Some of the major hicrarchies

are: -
alt- ° Short for “alternative.” The original alternative hierarchy,
A major feature is that anyone may create any group they
please. Major groups include alr.gourmand, alt.aquaris,
and alt.sources,
gnie - A set of groups devoted (o the Free Software Foundations
GNU praoject.
pubnet - Groups devoted 1o the interests of public access UNIX
sites.
.bionet - Groups devoted to the exchange of biological information,

A brief description of each of the currently available net-wide news-
groups is usually kept in Jusriliblnewsinewsgroups. (Your system
administrator might have installed the netnews software in another
directory than /ust/lib/news, so inquire if you don't find this file.)

There are currently over 500 active newsgroups. However, your. sys-
tem administrator may not have subscribed to every newsgroup, since
keeping all newsgroups can considerably increase telephone traffic and
disk space usage. (In particular, soc and falk groups arc not carried by _
many sites.) However, all groups will be listed in the newsgroups file,
since it is a mirror image of another file, the active file, that the system
uses {o keep track of which messages have already been received at
this site, and which should be rejecied.

102
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! “Afier looking over the newsgroups file, you may want to check with
your systert sdministrator to find out what groups are actually avail-
: able. It is relatively easy to pick up a newsgroup that is requested by
; psers, so don’t be afraid to ask for 8 group your system doesn’t ordinar-
ily carry.

" A¢ mentioned above, there are also some local newsgroups whose
. pames begin with a distribution prefix that restricts the distribution of
© the newsgroup to certain geographical areas or organizations. For
" example, the prefix “ne.” in the newsgroup neavanted indicates that it
- will only be distributed to-sites in New England. Same prefixes that
! #re commonly used are given below. State-wide distribution prefixes
Spsially tako the tivo-letter abbreviation for that state (for example,
: g for Catifornia only). .

Tablé 7-1: Some Local Newsgroup Name Prefixes

: Prefix Distribution
i AT&T
can. Canada
g North America
usa. United States
ne, New England
' Similar prefixes exist for other regions

" A newsgroup name begins with one of the seven category names given
“above, or one of the local distribution names, followed by a dot (.} and
-the name of the main group, Newsgroups can also have subgroups.
:For  example, news.announcenewusers is o subgroup  of
Lnews.announce. While news.announce contains general articles that
. might be interesting for everyone on the net, news.aniounce newisers

' has a specific audience in mind. :

EATEEE ORI TIEI ST Usging Netriews ...
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Getting’ Started!

The volume of news is cnormous. It is almost a certainty that you will
not want 1o subscribe to every newsgroup—or ¢ven a significant frac-
tion of the total.

You can specify which newsgrovps you want to read by specifying
command line options 1o the program you use for reading news. You
can also save these options a3 a kind of personal subscription listinthe .
file newsre in your home directory. This file is used by the news soft-
ware to keep track of what articles you have read, as well as which :
newsgroups you want 1o read. :
This file is created automatically the first time you try to read nows,
although the procedure differs depending on which of the news inter-
face programs you use. (There are three programs for rcading news in
common use: readnews and vnews are part of the netnews distsibu-
tion; Tn is an optional program available at many sites.)

Creating .newsrc With readnews

Details of how to use the thre¢ programs for reading news are given in
the next chapter. For the moment, let's assume you plan to usc read-
news, which is in many ways the most basic of the three programs.

The first time you invoke readnews, you should automatically B
shown the newsgroup general. If your netacws administrator has fol-
jowed the instaltation instructions, you should see something like this:

% readnews

Asticle 1 of 4, Nov 16 01:33.

sub ject: Rules for pasting ta Uscenet

path: ..localtim {Tim O7Bellly 8 OfReilly & Associates, !
(14 lines) More? [yngl ¥

This group coptains several articles that you should
read in full before using the net. :

104
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Article 2 coutains a paper by Mark Horton entitled "How ta
Read the Network News.™ You’ll need this to get started.

Article 3 containz a plece by Matt Blishap entitled

"Havw to Use Usenet Effectively.® This article ansvers
frequently asked questions about the net, and even more
importantly, providesz some guidelines about posting to the
neb. Do net use postnews bhefore reading this article!

Article 4 containg a useful piecce on copyright lav by
Jordan Breslow.. ’

You can go on and read the articles in general by typing y at the
© “{ynq]"” prompt each time it is shown to you. After you have finished
- reading (or right away if you want to get on with seiting up the sewsre
file), type q to quit readuews. . (Reading news is discssed in the next
chapier,)

. ¥ you get the message “no news", then general was cmpty. Your
aewsre file will not be set up either. Try aguin, this time using the «n
option to specify the newsgroups you want 1o read. The easiest thing
~todo is to type: '

t readnawsg ~n all

Then type g to quit without reading news. .newsre should now contain
acomplete newsgroup list. Let's see what it might look like:

?ad

{ more ,nawarg
comp.al:
comp.al.digest:
comp.archs
conp, bugs ., 2bsd
comp . bugs . dbad:

v

v

- Your .newsre file contains the entire list of active newsgroups.. Each
_ wwsgroup name is followed by a colon. If you have actually read one
- o more articles, the colon will be followed by the numbers of the
» wiicles in the newsgroup that you have actually read. (This is how the
- witware keeps from showing you the same article over again.)

105
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Modifying .newsrc

Many of the newsgroups listed in .newsre may not be of interest to
you. In addition to keeping track of which articles you have already
read, sewsre can also be used as your personal subscription list.

As mentioned above, the programs for reading news take a number of
options for specifying which articles you want to reagd. You can spec-
ify newsgroups, titles, or the date of articles. However, in most cascs,
you want 1o look at a number of different newsgroups, and don’t want
10 have 1o type a lot of command line options. _

You can add an “options™ line as the fizst line of .mewsre, and the
options on that line will be executed just as if they had been typed ot
the command line when you invoke a program o read news.

To select which newsgroups you want to read, start the first line of the
file with the word “options” and speeily the -n neimportant.roups
option, just as you would when invoking the readanews or views
command. "

NOTE: As a new user, it is highly recommended that you

subscrbe to news.announce.newusers and news.announce.

important.news.announcenewisers containg articles relat-

ing to proper conduct on the net. These articles are akin to -

a begianer's primer on Uscnet, news.anrounce imporiant

is used for occasional very impartant announcements.
When using options, you can specify the newsgroups you want, or
don’t want—whichever is easier. An exclamation point preceding the
newsgroup name means you don't want to seo it. To specify all sub-
groups within a group, you can specily “all” following the name of the
newsgroup, (For example, comp.alf means all comp groups. all by
itself means all groups.) '

If the list goes over more than one line, begin subsequent lincs with
spaces or tabs, and they will be treated as continuation lines,

For example, you might include an options line like this:
options -n news.all comp.sources.unix comp.text

This linc will subscribe to all groups in the news category plus the two
specific groups comp.sources.unix (public domain UNIX software) and
comp.text (ToXt processing).

106
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Or you could specify an options line like this:

optieas -n all ltalk.all !soc.all frec.all A\
tgeti.agstro !comp.bugs.2hsd lLcomp.bugs.4bsd

-

«

This linc will subscribe to all groups cxcept the groups listed with
" exclamation points. Note that you cannot simply specify a list of
groups that you don't want without specifying some that you do want.
* The exclamation point is generally used in this case to specify sub-
groups that you don't want within a gencral group that you do want to
see.

If you are planaing to specify a long list of groups that you do or don't
want, there is another way of doing this that may be easier in the fong
e , :

1. Specify the options linc eptions -n all at the start of newsre.

2. Start reading néws. Just read enough of each newsgroup to see if it
interests you (otherwise you'll be there forever). If you want to
subscribe, type N (o jump to the next newsgroup. If you nover want
to see the newsgroup again, there is a command to unsubsceibe,
Unfortunately, it differs for each of the three news-reading pro-
grams, In readnews, type U, in views, type ug, and in rn, type w.

1. Altematively, you can go down the list of newsgroup names in
newsre, and insert an exclamation point instead of a colon imme-
diately following each newsgroup name that you don’t want to scc.
For example:

misc.wantad!?

means that you have unsubscribed w0 misc.wanted, Changing the
“ charscter back 10 a “:" renows your subscription to this group,

Ordor of Newsgroups

On many Systems, newsgroups are presented in the order in which they
appesr in .aewsrc. You may want to sort .newsrc so that the news-
groups you are most interesicd in are at the front of the file.

107
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The newsgroups arc initially listed in the order in which they appear in
your system's active file, Your system administrator may have already
ordered this file to put important groups first; however, by default, they
are listed in alphabetical order, '

Creating .newsrc With rn

If you plan to use rn to read news (see the next chapter for details),
you can let ra prompt you for a list of newsgroups you want to sub-
scribe to. It antomatically runs the newsetup program and creates the
niewsre file i it docsn’t exist the first time you invoke rn. If newsre
already exists, it makes a backup copy called .oldnewsre.

% ra X
Trying to set up a .uewsre file-~~running newsetup...

Creating .pewsrc in fusr/john to be used by news programs.
Done. '

If you have never used the news system before, you may
find the articles in news.announce.newusers to be
belpful, There is also a masual eatry for ra.

To get rid of newsgroups you aren’t interested in, use
the fu’ command. fType h for help at any time while
running o, ’

%

The u command in rn will automatically append an exclamation point
after the name of each newsgroup you sclect for “unsubscription”. rn
also includes a command to reorder the sewsre for you. ~

RACK-1015
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Reading News
Programs for Feading News
-Reading News With rn
Finding Out Where You Ara

Once you have set up your personal subscription list, you can start
teading some of the news in your newsgroups. Let's assume that your
newsre file has been sot up as described in the provious chapter,

There are three commands used to read news: views, readnews and
ra. (rn may not be available at your site. Currently, the standard. dis-
iribution has readnews and voews, but not rn.) .

In thig chapter, you will lcam how to:

{1 Read news using voews, readnews and rn.

01 Display a listing of articles in a nowsgroup.

0 Choose a newsgroup or article to read.

1 Save an article in a file,

108
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i
Note that this chapter is designed to introduce you to the topic of read-
ing netnews, and does not present all of the options available with cach
of these programs, After you have used the netnews softwarc for a
while, you should get a copy of the man pages for readpews and ra,
which present additional details. These pages may be available on-lino
with the man command, or you can ask your system administrator fora

copy.

The viiews, readnews and ru programs differ in the number of options
they allow, They also differ in style and speed. (readnews is not -
scroen oriented. vnews is faster than vn for some things, slawer for
others.) This affects their case of use and floxibility in moving throngh
newsgroups and articles. But there are some bagic similaritics among
them, and they are summarized here:

- When you invoke any of these programs, the first unread article of
the first newsgroup in your .newsrc file will be digplayed. So, itis
good practice to reorder your newsgroups so that the more impor-
tant ones'are listed fiest,

- Aucwsarticle issaid to be read if you go through the entire article.
However, thiere are commands that-allow you to mark an article as
read. without actually going through it, or to matk it as unread
when you have actually finished reading it. Once an article is read,
you normally cannot go back and reread it the noxt time you
invoke any of these programs.

- These programs use & paging program to break the article into
pages. You can use some of the pager’s commands to control your
movement through the file.

* A news arlicle always consists of two parts: the header and the body of
the news. The header lists some or all of the following information:

- Article number in the newsgroup. Each article received at your site
is amtomatically assigned a number.
- Network address of the sender.

110
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" - Newsgroup(s) to which it belongs.

- Subject.

5 - Usenet message ID,

- Date sent by the author,

- - Date recsived at your site.

- Namo of the arganization from which it was sent,
- Number of lines in the body of the text.

A Word About Options

_ The three news-handling programs take quite a few different command

line options. As suggested above, you will eventually want to read the
- nan pages for each program, since there may be opuons you want to
experiment with,

* Howcever, there is one useful set of options that readnews and voews
* have in common, These options give you mere control over what you
- want (o read than is given by .rewsre, They Include:

. -rnewsgroups  Only show articles in ncwsg?‘aups. if you specify
) more than-.ong nowsgroup, groups in the list should
: be scparated by spacas, not commas,

. ~tHitles Only show articles with #itfes. You don't need to
: remember the exact title. firles is any steiog that is
contained in the title, so you can search for a key-

word or two, if you like.

-# [date] Only show articles more rccent than date. date
should be in mmiddlyy format,

% Ignore the list of already-read articles in .newsre,

That is, show all news, even if it has previously
been read. This option is gencrally used together
with one of the other options,

K Mark all articles as read, whether they’ve beon seen
or not, This option is sometimes useful when you're
starting out, since it allows you to ignore the accu-
mulation of old news and read what comes inon a

_day-to-day basis,

i1t
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You can also use these options (except -K) with checknews, a program
that simply reparts whether or not there is news. For example:

% chocknews ~n comp.lang.pascal

Thore ia naws.
If there is no nows, checknews will return without printing any mes-
sage. '

vnews

Osice .newsre has been set up, views can be invoked without any argu-
0ICnts;

% vonows
Nowsgroup nNews.anagunce

Article <502@cbosgd.UuUcP> Nov 16 06:36
Subject: results of call-for-papars poll
Path: ..!cbosgdimark

{49 lines)

nore? news. announce 63/112 Nov 16 1:33

In the fiest 22 Hines of the first page, vaesvs displays the name of the
newsgroup, then the header of the first unread acticle, It then prompts
you (“more?”) for what to do next. Press 10 sec the next
page, or the next unrcad article when you have read the current one.
Press “n” if you want to go to the next asticle without reading the cur-
rent article. The Jast line also tells you that the Current article is num-
ber 69 out of 112 articles in this nowsgroup. It also prints today’s date
anet time. When you veach the end of the article, vnews will prompt
you with “next?”,

“The other commonly-used commands of vaews are given below. Note
that you do not have to press [RETURN after entering a command. Enter
“2” 4t any time (o got a complete menu of vews commands onlinc.

a
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Table 8-1: Some vnews Command Options

Command . Description

¢ Mark current news as unread,

+X Go forward x article. .

- Go to previous article,

A Select article by number #

P Go back to parent article (the last article this is a fol-
lowup to}. Toggls between parent and current article
with -, :

B Go backward x pages.

N Go forward x lines, !

P Go backward x lines,

s file Save article in file. ‘

rerR Post a reply to the article you just read,

(Sce Chapter 8 first)

<ese>R Reply by mail 1o an article,

N news Go to named newsgroup.

ug Unsubscribe to this newsgroup.

To get out of vnews, press “q”. ynews automatically goes to the next
-mewsgroup when you've read all previously unread articles in the cur-

©rent Rewsgroup.

readnews

readneves is similar to vrews. After the header ig displayed, you get
the prompt “[yuq]”. The main differcnce is that readnews is line ori-
ented, while views is screen oriented,

% zeadnews

- . e e e

Reading News it
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Article 69 of 112, Nov 16 01:33.
Subject: results of call-for-papers poll

Path: ..!cbosgd!mark (Mark Horton @ Bell Labs, Columbus)

(49 lines) More? [yngl ¥

[First, I'd like to correct the previous article. Due tg

—-—MORE~-~ (87%)

After displaying the header, readnews gives a more prompt and three
command options that have the same meaning as in vmews. In the
above example, we entered “y” (for “yes”) so vnews displayed the first

page of the article. At the bottom of the first page, you get another
more prompt for your next action. Press to see the rest of the

article.

Some of the commands of readnews are listed below. The “?” key
gives a menu of the readnews commands online.

Table 8-2: Some readnews Commands

Command Description
n No. Go to next article.
# ‘Go to article number # in the current newsgroup.
q Quit this newsgroup.
U | Unsubscribe from this newsgroup.
N [news] Go to named newsgroup. Default is next newsgroup.
s [file] Append article to file. Default is "Articles”.
r , Reply by mail to the author of the article.
(See Chapter 8 first.)
e Mark this article as unread.
- Go back to last article.
b Back up one article in current newsgroup.
K Mark remaining articles in this group as read.
v Print current news version number.
114
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rn is a more complex program that claims to reduce the “dead” time
you spend in deciding whether to read an article or not. It is not a part
of the standard netnews distribution, but may be available on some sys-
tems. It gives you the flexibility to move in and out of articles and
newsgroups and perform other tasks such as pattern- matchmg using
regular expressions. The syntax 1s:

rn [option] [newsgroups]
You can enter rn alone or with a named newsgroup.

rn lets you enter commands at three levels: the newsgroup selection
level, the article selection level (within the newsgroup), and the pager
level (within the article). All three levels have their own prompts,
commands and ‘a menu of these commands. We will describe only
some of these commands since you can press “h” at any time in order
to get a menu of the commands at each level.

When you invoke rn, it first looks for your .newsrc file, performs some
- consistency checks on it, and then checks whether new newsgroups
have been created that are not in your file. It then prompts you if you
want to add these newsgroups to your .newsrc file.

% rn
**¥RN NEWS***

Checking out your .newsrc—--hang on a second...
Checking active list for new newsgroups...
Newsgroup talk.rumors not in .newsrc -- add? {fyn] n

Put newsgroup where? h

Newsgroup comp.mac.sources not in .newsrc -- add? [yn]

Typing “n” (without a |[RETURN| ) implies that you want to ignore this .

newsgroup. ran then prompts you for the next unlisted new newsgroup.
Typing “y” or a indicates that the newsgroup is to be
added to .newsrc. (Whenever you are given the option in brackets, the
default is given first. Typing |SPACE BARl means to use the default.)
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The new newsgroup is simply appended to the end of the existing
newsre file. Type “h™, as we have done above, to get a menu of com-
mands if you want to change the order of the newsgronps. rn will go
on promyiting you until it runs out of new newsgroups, |

Sy 3" ";; PRI SIS ERPLIS P YT "%"i{ {Rﬁ
ﬁg q MY e S*W‘ }333 A1k

SRS EXTY

If there are no newsgroups, ri goes directly to the newsgroup selection
fevel. It displays the nomber of unrcad articles in your newsgroups,
and then asks you if you want to start reading the articles-in the first

newsgroup.
% rn
Unread news in news.announce 5 articles
Varead news in news.misc $ articles

0}
-

-

te¥¥ § ynread articles in oews.announce~-read now? [yng} .

The last line is the prompt at the newsgroup sclection level. The three
command options have the following meaning, :

Table 8-3: Prompts at the Newsgroup Level

Prompt Deseription

y ' Read this newsgroup now. Also .
n Go to the next newsgroup. : . :
q Quit the ru program.

Note that you do not press aficr cntering the options at this
prompt. '
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Listing the Articles

It is sometimnes uscful to list the subject headings in the newsgroup and
then decide if you actually want to go theough this newsgraup or not.
You can get a listing by pressing the equal sign (=} at the newsgroup
prompt, as in the example below:

*kk kK % uanread articles in news.apnnounce--raad now?
fyngl = ’ :

85 results of call-for-papers poll

110 HNewsgroup conversion is praceeding

111  "soc™ and “talk® groups coming oyt zoon
112 Creating new groups

What next? f{npgl ‘

You can then enter the article number you want at the “What next?”
prompt or press “‘q” ta quit this newsgroup, “p” displays the previous
article. Note that, in our ligting, articles 86 to 109 have been skipped.
These articles have been read or have been deleted by your system
sdministrator.

A partial listing of immediately useful commands is given in the fol-

lowing table.

Table 8-4: Some Commands af the Newsgroup Level

Command Deseription

Unsubscribe from this nowsgroup.

Go to next newsgroup with unread news. -
Go to next newsgroup.

Go to previous newsgronp with unrcad news.
GO 10 previous newsgroup.

Go to the ead of the newsgroups list.

List the current state of newsre.

I < BS  AE—TE —
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Reading a Named Newsgroup

Instcad of having rn go through cach newsgroup down your .newsre

list, you can go directly to the newsgroup of your choice. This is done

in two-ways: ‘

1. Give the newsgroup name when you invoke va. v will first list the
number of unread news in that newsgroup and all its subdirectories,
You will also get the newsgroup level prompt.

2. Enter “g newsgroup™ at the newsgroup fevel prompt,

Reading Articles

When you have selected the newsgroup you want 1o read, ru goes into
the article selection level. By default, it prints out unrcad articles in
the order in which they arrived at your site. You are not asked whether
you want to read the article before it is displayed; rn simply displays
the first page and asks if you want to continuc,

% rn comp.saurcas.wanted ]
Unread nows Lin comp.soyurces.wanted 13 articles

exxax 11 pnread articles in comp.sources.wanted~—xread
eow? [ynql ¥

Article 172 {12 wmare} in comp .- sources.wantod:

From: timBora.UucP {Tim O'Recilly)

Nowsqgroups: comp.ssurces.wanted

subject: Need example nroff tarminal table
Mossage-ID: <9218oxa.Uuce>

pate: 11 Nov 86 23:29:4Q GHT

Organization: OTReilly & Associates, Inc., Nowton, MA
Lines: 15

Koywords: nroff term table

~~MORE-- {61%)
The ficst Hine says that this is article 172 and that there are 12 more
paread articles i this pewsgroup. The last line is the prompt at the
pager level, I’rcssISPACB BAR|to view the next page, Atthe end of the
article, the following prompt appears?
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End of articla 172 {of 184} -~ what naxt? [npd

This is the article level prompt. Some of the commands you can cater
at this point are given below.

Table 8-5: Some Commands at the Article {evel

-

Command Description

Gao to the next unrcad article.

Go to the previous unread article.

Quit this newsgroup. '

Go to next article.

Go to previous article. .
Go to previously displayed article.

Go to last article.

g o oe Tow

o

You can also enter the above commands at the pager level prompt
«__MORE—". In addition, you can move through the article using
the pager commands given below. ‘

Table 8-6: Some Commands at the Pager Level

Command Deseription

d Display onc-half page more.

RETURN Display one more live.

i Mark this article as read and go to end of article.
b Back up on¢ pags.

‘L Refresh screen.

q Go to end of current article.
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Choosing an Article

You can save a lot of time spent in reading the headers of afl articles in
a newsgroup by listing the subject headers. Press the equals sign (“=")
at the article lovel prompt, just as you did earlier at the newsgroup
level prompt, to get a subject listing. Then cnter the number of the
article you wauat to rcad.

-

~~HORE~~ {61%) '
End of article 172 (of 184)--vhat next? [npql} 175

Entering an article number forces ta to go to the end of the current
arlicle. The current article is then left in an unread state.

Saving an Article

The s command at the article level allows you to save the news article
in & named destination file. The form:

s file

entered at the prompt saves the article in your news directory. If the
filc already cxists, rn appends the article to it. Let's say thar after
reading Article 172, we decide to save the coatents in a file calied
term_request.

- ¥

-

Eand of artigle 172 {of 184)-~-vhat next? [npg)
s ./term_roguast

File /usr/jobn/News/term_regquest doesn’t exist~-
Use mailbox format? [ynql

Pressing “y” saves the news in mailbox format; “a™ saves it in normal
6 ¥

(non-mailbox) format. If you don't want to save the file, press g’

The w command works the same way as the s command but saves the
article wathout its header, ‘
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When your site subscribed to Usenet, yaur system administrator should
have notified news.nrewsies informing othce systerns on the network
- about your system and who you're linked 10, A complete database of
“sites on the network s posted monthly to the nowsgroup

comp.mail.meaps, Read this newsgroup to find out what systems are

on the met. This will also come in handy when you leamn how to post
© articles and want to send mail to a user on the net,

* Note that a UUCP site may not nceessarily be a Usenet sit. File and
mail transfers may occur over UUCP, but not necessarily news, Also,
a Usenet site may not necessarily be a UUCP site. UUCP is the most
common, but far from the only, method of transferring files.

Most likely, if your system has subscribed to this newsgroup, your sys-
tem administrator has also picked up a version of a mail program that
knows how to use this database to forward mail directly to another site
without requiring you to specify an intervening path, Ask your system
administrator for details. '
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