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destruction, from Latin déstructis, from déstructus, past parti-
giple of déstruere, DESTROY, -

" devstruc-tion-ist (di-strik’shon<ist) n, A person who favors

-tion, especially of existing social institutions, .
dti‘;:_,cc.ﬂve (di-stridk?tiv) ad), -1, Tending to destroy; causing
or wreaking destruction; ruinous, Often used with of or to:
destructive 10 rational safety. 2. Designed or tending to dis-

rove or discredit; nol constructive: destructive criticism.
de-struc’tively ady. —de:struc’tive-ness .
destructive distillation. Chemistry. The simultaneous decom-
position by heat and distillation of substances such as wood,
coal, and oil shale to produce useful by-products such as coke,
charcoal, oils, and gases, ) "
dos-ue-tude (dEswo-10dd’, -ty&od’) n. The state or condition of
disuse: words fallen into desuetude. ([French désuéiude, from
Latin désuétids, from désuécere, 10 put out of use, become
unaccustomed : dé- (reversal) + suéscere, become accustomed
(sce seu-? in Appendix*).] ) .
desulfur-ize (dé-siti’fo-tiz’) trv. -ized, -izing, -izas, To elim-
inate sulfur from. ~—de-sul'fu-rbza’tion n, . i )
das-ul-tory (dEs70l-101°8, -tBr'€) adl. 1. Moving or jumping
from one thing to another; disconnected; rambling, 2. Oc-
curring haphazardly; random. —See Synonyms at chance.
[Latin désultdrius, of a leaper, from désulior, a feaper, from
désultus, past participle of désilire, to leap down : dé-, down +
salire, to jump (see sol-* in Appendix*).] —~das’ul-to'ri-ly adv.
w-ges’ulto’rhnass 1. .
det. 1. Military, detachment, 2. detail,
dertach (di-tich’) .y, -tached, -taching, -taches. 1. To sepa-
rate, usually without violence or damage; disconnect. 2. Mili-
wary. To send (troops or ships, for example) ‘on a special mis-
sion, [French déracher, from Old French destachier : des-, de-,
apart + atachier, variant of estachier, to ATTACH.] ~de-tach’a
billity n. —de-tach’able adf. —de-tach’ably adv. R
de-tachad (di-ticht’) adj. 1. Standing apart from others; dis-
connected: separate: a detached house. 2. Free from emotional,
intellectual, social, or other involvement; disinterested. —See
Synonyms at cool, indifferent. .
de-tach-ment (di-tich’moant) n. 1. The act or process of discon-
necting or detaching: separation. 2. The state or condition of
being separate or apart. 3. Dissociation from surroundings, the
concerns of others, or wordly affairs; aloofness. 4. Absence of
prejudice or bias; disinterest. 8. Milizary. a. The dispatch of
troops or ships selected from a larger unit for a special duty or
missiofni. b, Abbr. det. The unit of troops ot ships so dispatched.
o Abbr. det. A permanent unit, usually smaller than a platoon,
organized for special duties, .
dostail (di-tal", d&’tal) n. Abbr. det. 1, An individually con-
sidered portion or item; a particular. 2. Particulars considered
separately and in relation to a whole: carefid aitention 1o detail,
3. The act of dealing with particulars or treating things item by
item, 4 A small or secondary part of a painting, sfatue,
building, or other work of art, especially when considered or
represented in isolation. 6. Military. a. The selection of one or
more troops for a particular duty, usually a fatigue duty.
b, The personnel so selected. e¢. The duty assigned. —in detail,
With particulars; item by item, ~tr.v, (di-til’) detaiied, -tailing,
-tails. 1. To report or relate minutely or in particulars, 2. Mili-
tary. To select and dispatch for a particular duty. [French
déiail, from Old French deail, piece cut off, from detaifler, to
cut up : de-, thoroughly + railler, cut, from Vulgar Latin tdlidre
(unattested), to cut off (see taitor).]
detail man. A representative of a manufacturer of drugs or
medical supplies who calls on doctors, pharmacists, and other
professional users to promote new drugs and supplies,
deotain (di-tAn’) {r.v, -tained; -taining, -tains, 1. To keep from
proceeding; delay or retard. 2, To keep in custody: confine.
3. Obsolete. To retain or withhold, —See Synonyms at delsy.
[Middle English deteyren, from Old French derenir, from Latin
détinére, to keep back : dé., away + fenére; to hold (see ten- in
Appendix*),] ~—de-tain’ment 7.
de-tainear (di-ta’nar) 7. Law. 1. a. The unlawful withholding of
the property of another, b, The detention of a person, espe-
cially in custody or confinement. 2. A writ authorizing the
further detention of a person in custody pending action,
de-tect (di-t8kt!) 1~y -tected, -tecting, -tects. 1. To discover or
discern the existence, presence, or fact of. 2. To find out the
true nature of. 3. Electronics. To demodulate. [Middie Eng-
lish detecten, from Latin détegere (past participle détectus),
uncover : dé- (reversal) + tegere, to cover (see steg-! in Ap-
pedix*),] wde-tect’asbis, de-toct’i-bie adl, —de-tacter n.
de-tec-tion (di-1&k’shon) n. 1. The act of finding out or the fact
of being found out; discovery, as of something hidden or ob.
scure, 2. Electronics. Demodulation.
de-tec-tive (di-ték’tiv) n. A person, usually a policeman, whose
work is investipating erimes, obtaining evidence, and perform-
ing similar duties, ——adf, 1, Of or pertaining to detectives or
their work, 2. Suited for or used,in detection,
destec-tor (di-t&k’tor) 1. -One that detects, espcciallg(vva mechan-
ical, electrical, or chemical device that automatically identifies
and records or registers a stimulus such as an environmental
change in pressure or temperature, an electric signal, or radia-
fion from a radioactive material,
de-tont (di-tént*) n. Machinery. A pawl (see). [French déiente,
& loosening, o trigger, from Old French destente, from des-
tendre, 10 release ; des-, de-, apart + fendre, stretch, from Latin
tendere (see ton- in Appendix*),]
déstente (da-tint’) n. A relaxing or easing, as of tension
between nations. [French, a loosening, a DETENT.

destructionist
do-ten-tion (di-tén’shon) n. 1. a The act of detaining. b, The

state of being detained. 2. Retention, 3, A keeping in custody
or confinement; especially, a period of temporary custody while
awaiting trial: [Old French, from Late Latin. détentid, from
Latin détentus, past participle of détinére, DETAIN.]
dorter (di-tlr’) srv. -terred. -terring, -ters. To prevent or dis-
courage (someone) from acting by means of fear, doubt, or the
like. {Latin déterrére, frighten from : dé-, away from + fer-
rére, frighten (see tres- in Appendix*).] —de-ter’ment 7,
de-terge (di-thri’) tr.v, -terged, -terging, -terges. To wash or
wipe off; cleanse. [French déterger, cleanse, from Latin dé-
tergére, wipe off : de-, off, away + lergéret, to wipe.)
de-ter-gerrcy {(di-tir'jon-8) n  Also de-ter-gence (-jons).
Cleansing power or quality,
destersgent (di-tir’jant) n. A cleansing substance, especially
one that acts as a wetting agent and emulsifier and is made from
chemical compounds rather than from fats and lye, w~-adj.
Having cleansing power, {Latin détergéns, present participle
of déiergére, to DETERGE.]
de-tesri-o-rate (di-1{r’'&-o-rat’) v. -rated, -rating, -rates. —tr. To
lower in quality, character, or value, —intr. To degenerate.
[Late Latin déteridrare, from Latin déterior, worse, comparative
of déter (unattested). See de- in Appendix.*] -—de-te’ri-o-ra’tion
N, ——deste’ri-oora’tive ad).
de-ter-mi-na-ble (df-tfr'mo-ns-bel) ad). 1. Capable of being
settled, fixed, or determinéd, 2, Law. Liablé to be terminated,
do-tersmisnant (di-tir'mo-nent) ad/. Tending or serving to
determine; determinative, ~~n. 1. An influencing or deter-
mining factor. 2. Mathematics. A square array of quantities, or
elements, having a value determined by a rule of combination
for the elements and used especially in solving certain classes of
simultaneous equations.’
dester-misnate (di-thr'moe-hil) adj. 1. Precisely limited or de-
fined, 2. Settled: final. 3. Firm in purpose; resolute. 4. Botany.
8. Terminating in a flower, and blooming in a sequence begin.
ning with the uppermost or central flower: a dererminate in-
Slorescence. b. Not continuing indefinitely at the tip of an axis;
determinate growth. [Middle English determinar, from Latin
détermindtus, past participle of détermindre, DETERMINE. ]
dador-mi-na-tion (di-tir'mo-nd’shen) = 1.s The act of
making or arriving at a decision. b. The decision arrived a; a
strong resolve. 2. The quality of being resolute or firm in
purpose; resolutencess. 3, a. The act of settling a dispute, suif, or
other question by an authoritative decision or pronouncement.
b. The decision or pronouncement made. 4. a. The ascertaining
or establishing of the extent, quality, position, or.character of
anything. b, The result of such ascertaining. 6. A fixed move-
ment or tendency toward some object or end. 8. Logic, a. The
rendering of a concept or proposition more definite by further
qualification. b. The factor or factors that so qualify. . The
defining of a concept through its constituent elements.
daster-mi-na-tive (di-tar'me-nd'tiv, -ne-tiv) ad). Tending, able,
or serving.to determine or settle; limiting; - deciding. ——n.
1. Something that determines. 2. Grammar. A word belonging
to & group of noun modifiers generally considered to include

articles, demonstratives, possessive adjectives, and a fow other

words such as any, both, several, and whose, that occupies the
first position in 8 noun phrase or the second or third position
after another determinative. For example, in the phrase he
knows both girls, both is & determinative. Some determinatives
may be used in the place of the noun phrase that they introduce:
several people have left or several have left. In this sense, also
called “‘determiner,” —-de-ter' mina'tive-ness .

de-ter:mine (di-the’min) v -mined, -mining, -mines. —tr.
1.a To decide or settlc (a dispute, for example) conclusively
and authoritatively, b, To end or decide by judicial or other
final action, 2.To establish or ascertain definitely, as after
consideration, investigation, or calculation. 3. To cause (some~
one) to come to a conclusion or resolution. 4. To be the cause
of; influence; regulate. & To give direction to; decide the
course of. 8. To limit in_scope or extent; fix the bounds of.
7. Geometry, To fix or define the position, form, or configura-
tion of. 8. Logic. To explain or limit by adding differences.
9. Law. To put an end to; terminate. —intr, .1, To reach a
decision; to resolve, 2, Law, To come to an end, —See Syno-
nyms at decide. [Middle English determinen, from Old French
determiner, from Latin détermindre, to limit : dé-, off + ter-
mindre, to limit, from terminus, boundary fine (see ter-! in
Appendix*).]

de-ter-mined (di-tir'mind) ad). Marked by or showing deter-
mination or fixed purpose; resolute; unwavering; firm. —des
ter’minad.ly adv. —de-ter’ mined-ness n,

detersminer  (d-tir'me-nor) #. 1. One that determines.
2.G . A determinative (see).

de-tar-mireism (di-tlr'mo-niz’sm) #. The philosophical doe-
trine that every evest, act, and decision is the inevitable con-
sequence of antecedents, such as physical, psychological, or
erglvlironmental conditions, that are independent of the human
will,

de-terrence (di-tir’ons) n. 1. The action or a means of
deterring. 2. Mcasures taken by a state or an alliance of states
to prevent hostile action by another state,

destererent (di-t0r'ont) adj, Tending to deter, ~n. 1. Some-
thing that deters: a deterrent 1o theft. 2. A retaliatory means of
discouraging enemy attack: a nuclear deterrent.

de-test (di-tést’) jrv, .tested, -testing, -tests. To dislike in-
tensely; abhor; loathe, {[Latin détesidri, curse, execrate : 4é-
{pejorative) + resrdrt, to invoke, call to witness, from festis, &
witness {see trei- in Appendix*).] ——de-test’er n.

Utight/th thin, path/th this, bathe/i cut/ar urge/v valve/w with/y yes/z zebra, stze/zh vision/s about, item, edible, gallop, circus/
a-Fr.ami/ce Fr. feu, Ger. schin/U Fr. w, Ger, liber/KH Ger. ich, Scot. loch/N Fr, bon. *Follows main vocabulary. 1+0f obseure origin,
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fervid

feuilieton

participle of fervére, to boil, glow. See bhrsu-2 in Appendix.*}
~—far'vently adv, -—fer’ventness n,

for-vid (ftr'vid) adj. 1. lntensely fervent or zealous; impas-
sioned. 2. Extremely hot; burning, —See Synonyms at sager.
[Latin fervidus, glowing, from fervére, to glow, boil, See bhreu-?
n Appendix.*] —forvidiy adv. —tor'vid-ness a1,

tar-vor (far'vor) n. Also chiefly British ter-vour. 1, Intensity of
emotion; fervency; ardor, 2, Intense heat. —See Synonyms at
passion. [Middle English fervour, from Old French, from
Latin fervor, 2 boiling, from fervére, to boil. See bhreu-2 in Ap-
pendix, *]

Fés, See Fez.

Fes-gen-nine (f&s’a-nin’, -nén’) ol Licentious; obscene.
[Latin Fescenninus, of the town Fescennia in Biruria, noted for
licentious festivals and-verses.)

fes-cue ({&s’kydo) n. Any of various grasses of the genus Fes-
tuca, often cultivated as pasturage. [Middle English fesiy,
from Old French, from Vulgar Latin festicum (unattested),
from Latin fesrdeat, stalk, stem.}

{fess ({&s) n. Also fesse. Heraldry. A wide horizontal band form-
ing the middie section of an escuicheon. [Middle English
fesse, from Old French, from Latin fascia, band, fillet. See
bhasko- in Appendix.¥]

Fess-en-den (fés’on-den), William Pitt. 1806-1869. U.S. Sec-
retary of the Treasury (1864-65).

fess point. Heraldry, The center point of an escutcheon.

~fast. Indicates festive gathering or get-together; for example,

abfast.  [From German Fest, feast, festival, from Middle
igh German vest, from Latin féstum, neuter of fésius, joyous,
festal. See dhas- in Appendix.*}

fesetal (f&s'tol) ag/. Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of a feast
ot festival, {estive; joyous, [Old French, from Latin Jfésta,
FEAST.] —fes’tally qdv,

fes-tor (f&'tar) v. -tared, -tering, -ters, —imir. 1, To gencrate
pus; suppurate. 2, To form an ulcer. 8. To décay; rot: “Jilies
that fester smell far worse than weeds” (Shakespeare). 4. To be
or become a source of irritation; rankle. —u, To infect, in-
flame, or corrupt. --n, A small, festering sore or ulcer.
[Middle]English Sestre, from OId French, from Latin fistula,
FISTULA,
fos-ti-na len-te (f¥s-t&'ni 1¥n’td). Latin, Make haste slowly.
fes-ti-vai (fés’to-vol) 1. 1. An occasion for feasting or celebra-
tion; especially, a day or time of religious significance that
recurs at regular intervals: the fesival of Chanukah, 2, A series
of related performances, exhibitions, competitions, or the like;
especially, such a series that recursal regular intervals: g Jfilm
festival. 3. Conviviality; revelry, w—adi. Festive, [Middie
English, from Old French, from Medieval Latin féstivalis, from
féstivies, FESTIVE,]
fes-tive (f&s’tiv) adj. 1. Of, pertaining to, or appropriate to. a
feast or festival. 2. Merry; joyous: a festive occasion. [Latin
Jestivus, from féstus, joyous. See dhés- in Appendix.*] —fes’-
tive:ly adv. —fes’tive-ness n,
fosstivisty (fés-tiv/o-t&) n., pl -ttes. 1. A joyous feast, holiday,
-or celebration; festival. 2. The pleasure, joy, and gaiety of a
festival or celebration, 3. Plural, The proceedings or events of a
festival; festive activity,
fos-toon (Hs-t6on”) n. 1. A string or garland of leaves, flowers,
ribbon, or the like, suspended in a loop or curve between two
points, 2, A representation of this, as in sculpture, ~ir.v. fas.
1eoned, -tooning, ~toonu. 1. To decorate with or as with a fes-
toon or [estoons: “the aged cobwebs that festoon its dusky
beams” (Hawthorne). 2, To form or make into a festoon or
festoons, 3. To join together by festoons. [French feston,
from Italian festone, festal ornament, from fésta, feast, festival,
from Latin, plural of féstus, joyous, festal. See dhés- in Ap-
pendix.*]
fes-toon-ery ({8s-tGo’no-ré) ., pl. -ies. 1. An arrangement of
or into festoons, 2. Festoons coliectively.
fest-schrift (f&st’shrift’) n., pl. «schritten (-shrif’ton) or -schrifts.
A volume of learned articles, essays, and the like, contributed
by colleagues and admirers as a tribute, especially to a scholar,
[German, “festival writings,”)
fe-tal (f8t'l) ad). Also foe.tat (f&171). Of, pertaining to, or having
the nature of a fetus.
fo-ta-tion (f&-td’shon) n. The development of a fetus; preg-
nancy. [FBT(US) + ~ATION.} :
fetch® (fech) v. fetched, fetching, fatches, —7. 1. To go after
and return with; get; bring, 2, To cause 10 come or be drawn
forth: “a great blow . . . which fetched blood” (Increase Mather).
3. a. To draw in (breath); inhale. b. To bring forth (a sigh, for
example). 4. Informal, To bring (a price): “"Qur corn will fetch
its price in any market in Europe’ (Thomas Paine), .B. To in-
terest irresistibly; attract, 6..4rchaic. To perform or make (a
movement, step, or the like). 7. Informal. “To strike or deal (a
blow). 8. Nautical- To arrive at; come to; reach. —intr, 1. To
go after and return with-things. 2. Hunting. To retrieve game.
Often used as & command to a dog. 3, Nautical. a. To hoid &
course. .b. To turn about; veer. —See Usage note at bring,
—feotch and carry. To do minor chores or tasks. —fetch up,
1. To reach 4 place-and halt there. 2.To make up (lost time,
for example). - 1, An act or instance of fetching, 2, A
siratagem or trick. [Middle English fecchen, Old English
Seccan, fetian, See ped-} in Appendix.¥] “-—fotch’er 1,
fatch* (féch) n. Chiefly British. An apparition of & living person:
Doppelgénger.  {Origin obscure.] )
fetch-ing (féch’Ing) adj. Informal. Very attractive; charming;
captivating, —fetch/ingly adv,
feta (fit; French f81) n. Also féte. 1, A festival or feast. 2, An
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elaborate outdoor party or other entertainment, such as a fair,
3..Any claborate party or dinner, =-tr.v, foted, foting, fetes.
Alsc féte. 1.To celebrate with a fete, 2.To pay honor to,
[French féte, from Qld.French feste, PEAST.]
fate cham péditre (f8t shin-pé&'tr'), French, An outdoor dinner,
party, or similar entertainment, ’
fet-o-ri-ta (fot'a-1&'1a) n. A variety of sorghum, Sorghum vulgar,
caudaium, grown in warm regions for its grain and as forage,
[Arabic (Sudanese dialect).}
fo-ti-cide (f€’to-sid’) n. The intentional destruction of a human
fetus.  [FET(US) + ~CIDE.] ~wfo’tivci’dal ad).
fatid (f2id, fe’tid) adl. Also foertid (f&'tid). Having an of.
fensive odor; foul-smelling; stinking: “The ship, full of fetid pop
air and swarming with mosquitoes, got under way” (Katherine
“Anne Porter). {[Middle English, from Latin féridus, Soetidus,
from féiére, foetérey, to stink,] —fet’id-ly adv.” —fet'id-ness n,
for-ish (fet/ish, f8'tish) n. Also fetish, 1. A material objeat
believed among primitive cultures to have magical power,
2. a. An object of fetishism. b, Fetishism, 3. An object of
unreasonably excessive attention or reverence: “Wren's mis.
tress, posing ay- his wife to satisfy the English fetish of re-
spectability” (Thomas Pynchon), [French fétiche, from Por.
tuguese feitico, charm, sorcery, from Latin factitius, made by
art, from facereé, to make, do. See dhé-! in Appendix.*]
for-ish-ism (f&t’ish-lz'om, {&tish-} n. Also fetich-lsm. 1, The
worship of or belief in fetishes, 2. Bxcessive attention to or
attachment for something. 3. Aberrant habitual sexual excite.
ment agsociated with an inanimate object or a bodily part,
~—fat’ishrist n. ~—fet'ish-is’tic aql.
fet-fock (f8t'16k') n. 1.8, A projection on the lower part of the
leg of a horse or related animal, above and behind the hoof,
b. A tuft of hair on such a projection. 2. The joint marked by
this projection. In this sense, also called “fetlock joint.” [Mid.
die English fitlok, from Germanic, akin to Middle High
German vizzelach. See pad-} in Appendix.*]
fo-tor (f2’tor, f810r7) n. Also foe-tor (fé’ter). An exceptionally
offensive odor; strong stench, {Middle English fetour, from
Latin félor, foetor, from fEiére, foetére, to stink. See fotid,]
fet-tor (fét’ar) n. 1. A chain or shackle attached to the ankles to
restrain movement, 2, Usually plural. Anything that serves fo
testrict; restraint, -7y, fettorad, -toring, ters, 1. To put
fetters on; to shackle. 2. To restrict the freedom of movement
or thought of; confine; impede: “he strives 1o free the mind, 1o
fight against the material and moral restrictions which Jetler
ltberty” (Pierre Brodin). [Middle English ferer, Old English
feter, fetor. See pad-* in Appendix.*] .
fot-tor-bush (f&tor-bdosh’y n. 1. A shrub, Lyonia Jucida, of the
southeastern United States, having evergreen leaves and clusters
of white flowers, 2, Any of several similar, related shrubs,
especially one of the genuts Leucothoe.
fot-tle (fEt’l) 1.y, -tied, -tling, -tles, Metallurey. To line (the
hearth of a reverberatory furnace) with loose sand or ore
preparatory ‘to pouring molten metal. —n 1. The material
used to line a furnace in fettling. 2. Proper or sound condition;
good spirits: “Mr. Andrews himself, wher he got off the train,
was in fine feule” (Mary McCarthy). [Middle English ferlen,
to shape, make ready, probably from Old English fetel, girdle,
belt. Sec pad-* in Appendix.*]
fot-tling (f8t'lfng) #. The material, such as loose ore and sand,
used  to line a reverberatory furnace, :
fa-tus (18/tes) n, pl. -tuses, Also foe-tus. The unborn young of a
viviparous vertebrate; in humans, the unborn young from the
end of the eighth weok to the moment of birth as distinguished
from the ecarlier embryo, [Latin féius, pregnancy, fetus, 2
giving birth, See dhél- in Appendix.*] :
feud! (fygod) n. 1. A bitter, prolonged hostility between two
families, individuals, or clahs; vendetta. 2. A quarrel; strife.
—intr.v. teuded, jeuding, feuds. To carry on 4 feud, [Middle
English fede, feide, from Old French, from Old High German
fehida. See peig-* in Appendix.*] .
foud? (fydod) n_ A feudal estate, a feo{see), [Medieval Latin
Seudum, from Germanic. See psku- in Appendix.¥]
feud, feudal; feudalism,
feu-dal (fy6od’l) adf. Abbr. feud. 1. Of, pertaining to, or char-
acteristic of feudalism. 2. Of or pertaining to lands held in fee
or o the holding of such lands, [Medieval Latin feuddlis, from
feudum, FEUD (estate).] —feidally adv.
fewdabism (fycod’Me'am) n Abbr. feud. A political and eco-
nomic system of Europe from the $th 1o about the 15th century,
based on the relation of lord to vassal as a result of land being
held on condition of homage and service, -feu’dabist .
——feu’dal-is’tic ad),
fou-dal-i-ty (fy6o-diil’s-18) ., pl. -ties. 1, The state or guality of
being feudal. 2. A fee. )
fou-dal-ize (fy6od’l-iz’) tr.v. -lzed, -izing, -izes. To organize into
a feudal system; make feudal, -feu'dali-ze’tion n.
fou-dartorry (fygo’do-tor'e, -tor's) n., pl, -ries. 1, A person who
holds a feudal fee; a vassal. 2. A feudal fee, —adj, 1. 0f,
pertaining to, or characteristic of the feudal relationship be-
tween vassal and lord. 2, Owing feudal homage or allegiance.
[Medieval Latin feuddtérius, from feuditus, past participle of
Sfeuddre, to enfeoff, from feudum, FEUD (estatc).&
foud-ist! (fyco’dist) n. A person who feuds with another,
feud-ist? (fyco’dist) n, A person who specializes in feudal law,
Faull-lant (fe-y4N’) n. A member of & group of constitutional
Royalists during the French Revolution, formed in 1791 and
forced to disband in August 1792,
fouil-jo-ton (fe'ys-toN’) n, 1. The
European newspaper devoted to

art of & French or other
ight fiction, reviews, an
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where«to (hwar'té

') adv. Also archaic where-un-to (hwaran-
67}, 1. To what

place; toward what end, 2. Ti
where-upron (hwir‘e-pdn’, ~pdn’y adv.
2, On top of which. 3, Archalc. Becaus
time; after which,

wherevior (hwir-8y”
poetic where'sr {-ar
Used as an intensive.
ace or situation,

1. Archaic. Upon what,
e of which. 4, At which

ar) adv. Also where ever (for sense 2),
- 1.In or to whatever place. 2. Where,
~cony. Alsg poelic where-e’er. In or to

[Middle English wherever :

') adv. With what or which: “The
[ write” (Elizabeth Barrett Brown-
hing or things with which:

where-with (hwar'with’, -wirh
Singers of this hand wherewith
ing). —pron. Archate. The th
I may sup” (Luke 17:8).
where-with-al (hwirwith-61, ~with-6
with, —pron, Archaic, Wherewith,
especially financial means: to have
wher-ry (hwét’d) n, pl. -ries. 1. A }
one person and often used in racin,
used in Bast Anglia.

whet (hwél) (v, whe
knife or other too

1) adv. Archaic. Where-
~n. The necessary means,
the wherewithal for war.
ight, swift rowboat built for
kind of sailing barge
[Middle English whe;
tied, whetting, whets.
1); to hone. 2. To make mor
“the raw morning air whetied b
1. The act of whetting, 2.
appetizer or aperitif,
See kwed- in Appendix.*)

1. 1§ it is so that; if the case is that,
s to introduce one alternative: We
€ museunt is open.
duce the first of a s
ng possibility: Whether he wins or
is last fight, 3. Either: He passed the
~pron. Obsolete,

is resolute piety”’
That which whets,

wheth-er (hwihor) co
Used in indirect question
should find our whether th
that; in case. Used 1o intro
and sometimes a followi
(whether ke) loses, this is h
test, whether by skill o,
~whether or no, Regardless of cir
lish whether, Old English hwather, hwether. See kwo- in Ap-
whet:stone (hwét’ston
whew (hwds, hwydo) i
or the like. Usually pa
[Middle English whew

‘) n. A stone for honing tools.
nterf. Used to express relief, amazement,
i 1 imitation of a whistle,

part of milk that separates from the
making cheese. Also called “serum.”
glish /swag, from Germanic

curds, as in the process of
[Middle English wh
Khwyja- (unattested),]
whey-face (hwa’fas’y n, A person with a pallid face.

particular one or ones; Which af
particular one or ones: Take those which
animal, group of people, or event
d, specifically: s, Used as a
se that provides additional informa-
my house, whick is small and old. See
a relative pronoun preceded by
ause that defines or restricts the
hich he spoke. ¢, Used instead of
se that defines or restricts the
later was better. 4. Ar-
ed. &, Any of the things,
plied; whichever: Choose
ircumsiance that: He left
t particular one or ones of
h part of town? 2, Any one
Use whick door you please.
previously designated: /7 started 1o
nghsh ;vhic/z, witke, Qld

previously designated or
refative pronoun in a clau
tion about the antecedent:
Usage note below, b, Use
that or a preposition in & ek
antecedent: the subject on w
thai as a relative pronoun in
antecedent: The movie which wus sho
¢haic. The person designated or irpli
events, or persons designated or im
which you like best. 6, A thing or o
early, which was wise, —adf, 1, Wha
a number of things or persons; Whic
or any number of, whichever:
3. Being the one or ones
rain, ai which point we ran,
hwelc. See kwo- in App:
functions like a relative pronoun but
her than to a single
nwise, The usage is well
as in the preceding
¢ of the Usage Panel,
reference is unclear;
antecedent may be in
aried that Edna had
k. If which is intended
than to complaint, the
clearly by: We learned
he discovery came as a

Usage: Which sometimes
refers Lo an entire precedi
word:- She ignored him, which
established when the 1
sentence, which is acceptable to 85 per cen
The construction is undesirable when the
especially when which follows a noun, the
doubt and ambiguity may result: e le
made the complaint, which came as a shoe
to refer to the entire first clause rather
desired sense would be expressed more
that Edna_had made the complaint, and t
shock. —See aiso Usage note at that.

which-av.-er (hwich«gvfer) pron,
matter which; regardiess of what
y number of a group of things or person;
s you please, 2. No matter what; regar
% trip whichever road vou take.
which.soev.er (hwich'ss
Whichever, Used for emp
whick-er (hwik’ar) intr.v, -ored, -ering, -ars,
a horse, —n. A whinny.
whid-ah, Variant of whydah
Whid-by Isiand (hwid’be), A
Sound, northwestern Washing
whiff (hwify 2. 1. A slight, gentle gust of air; a wa
0ol air. 2, A brief, passing odor carried
“a whiff of lilac drifted across
3. An inhalation of air, perfum
U af this pipe. v, whi
e carried in brief gusts: to
. smoke, or the lik
in whiffs. 2, To inhale through ¢

1. Any one or ones. 2. No

To whinny. Used of

n island 40 miles Jorg in Puget

the room” (Elizabeth
¢, tobacco smoke, or
itfed, whiffing, whiffs.
waft. 2. Todraw in or
To blow or convey
he nose; to smell; sniff. 3, To

whereto

draw in or breathe out (air or tobacco smoke, for example).
[Imitative.] —whiffer 1,
whiffle (hwif’al) v, .fled, -fling, -fles. —intr, 1.7To move or
think erratically: vacillate, 2, To blow in fitful gusts; to puff.
Used of the wind, 3. To whistle lightly, —rr, To blow, dis-
place, or scatter with gusts ofait,  [From wrr (to blow),]
whit-fletree (hwif’ol-tr8) 1. The pivoted horizontal crossbar to
which the harness traces of a draft animal are attached and
which is in turn attached to a vehicle or an implement, Also
called “whippletree,” “singletree,” “swingletres, [Variant of
 WHIPPLETREE. ] . :

Whig (hwig) n. 1. 1n England, a member of a political party of
the 18th and 19th centuries, opposed to the Tories, 2. In the

Anterican Revolution, one who supported the war against Eng-
land. 3.In the United States, a political party (1834-55)
formed to oppose the Democratic Party, succeeded by the,
Republican Party, and favoring high tarifs and a loose inter-
pretation of the Constitution, —adj. Belonging to, composed
of, supported by, or characteristic of the Whigs. [Probably
short for Whiggamore, one of a body of 17th-century Scottish
insurgents : perhaps whigt, 10 drive + Middie English mere,
horse, MARR,] --Whig/’gish adj, B

Whig-gery (hwig’o-r8) n., pl, -ies, Also Whig-gism (hwig*iz'am).
The principles or practices of Whigs.

while (hwily n. 1. A period of time. Usually used in adverbial
phrases: stay for a while; sang (all) the while, 2. The time, effort,
or trouble taken in doing something: “It is not worth the while 1o
g0 round the world 1o count the cats in Zanzibar” (Thoreau),
~—~conj. 1. As fong as; during the time that: /7 was tovely while it
lasted. 2. Although; at the same time that: While he loves his
wife, he is strict with her. 3. Whereas; and: The soles are leather,
while the uppers are canvas. —Ir.V. whiled, whiling, whiles. To
spend (time) idly or pleasantly. Usually used with away: "4}
ease/in light frocks they walk the sireets/1o while the time away”

William Carlos Williams), [Middle English while, gwile, Old
English Awil. See kweye- in Appendix.*] .

Usage: While (conjunction) is employed most precisely with
reference to time, In its other senses, the term is less well estab-
lished, though it is widely used and acceptable to many, espe-
cially in contexts that do not involve ambiguity. In the sense of
although, it is acceptably used in the following sentence, as an
example in writing, according to 68 per cent of the Usage Panel:
While we hate force, we recognize the #need forlaw and order. In
the sense of whereas or bur, im lying contrast or opposition,
while is acceptably used in the fo lowing, again as an examplein
writing, according to 59 per cenit: The colonists imported their
weapons, while the Indians produced their own. While i least
Justifiably used when it is intended to have only the sense and
force of and: John is English, his wife is French, while his business
associate is German (accepted by anly 37 per cent). Sometimes,
when while is used as a substitute for whereas or but, the sense
related 10 time is suggested inadvertently, as in the Jast example
cited or in the example: He spent his youth in Qhio, while his
Jather grew up in England, In such sentences, a semicolon is
often & desirable substitute for whilé. The unintentional sugges.
tion of time can also produce ambiguity in sentences in which
while is intended - 1o ‘mean although, and in.which although
would be clearer: While ke had several hunting rifles, he believed
strongly in control of firearms.

whiles (hwilz) cons. ‘Obsolete, While, [Middle English, ad-
verbial genitive of warLg.]
whislom (hwi'lom) aqj, Former; having once been: She is the
whilom Miss Smith, —adv. Archaic. Formerly. (Middle Eng-
lish whitom, Old English- hwilum, See kweyo- in Appendix.*]
wiilst (hwilst) cony. Chiefly Brirish, While: “There was a dead
silence in the court, whils( the White Rabbit read our these verses”
(Lewis Carroll), [Middie English whylsz, from WHILBS,]
whim (hwim) . 1. A sudden or capricious idea; a passing
“fancy. 2. Arbitrary thought or impulse: governed by whim.
3. Mining, A vertical ' horse-powered drum used as a hoist,
--See Synonyms at caprice. [Short for carlier whitg-whams,]
whimebrel (hwim’brol) n. A grayish-brown wading bird,
Numenius phacopus, having long legs and a long, downward-
<curving bill, [Imitative of jts cry.]
whimsper (hwim’per) v, -pered, -pering, -pers. —intr, 1. To cry
or sob with soft intermittent sounds; to whine. 2, To complain,
—ir, To utter in a whimper, ~Ses Synonyms at cry, —n A
low, broken, whining sound; a whine, " [Dialecta] whimp (imita.
tive).] ‘—whim’per.er n. -'-—-wh’lm’perving-ly ady.
whirn-si-cal (hwim’zi:kal) aqy. 1. Capricious; playful; arbitrary:
“Ichabod became the object of whimsical persecution 1o Rones
and his gang of rough riders” (Washington Irving). 2. Unusual;
fantastic; odd, ' [From WHIMSY.] —~whim/sbcally adv,
whimssircal-ty (bwim’z1-k8Vo-8) 1., pi. -tims. 1. The state of
being whimsical. 2. A whimsical idea or its expression; caprice,
whim-sy (thm'zé) ., pl, -sies, Also whim-say pl. -seys, 1, An
odd or capricious idea; idle fancy, 2. Anything quaint, fanciful,
or odd. —See Synonyms at caprice.  [Probably from whim, ]
whin® (hwin) n, A spiny shrub, gorse (see), [Middle English -
whynnet,}
whin? (hwin) 1, Whinstone {see). {Middle English quini.}
whin-chat (thn"chﬁt’) n. A brownish Old World bird, Saxi-
cola rubetra, frequenting open country.  {From wHin (gorse)
(the bird is often found around gorse bushes).] :
whine (hwin) v. Wwhined, whining, whines, -—ini7, 1, To utter a
plaintive, high-pitched, protracted sound, as in-pain, fear, sup~
plication, or complaint.. 2. To compiain or protest in a childish,
annoying fashion. 3. To produce a sustained noise of relatively
high pitch. Used of a machine, —r. To utter with a whine,

{ tight/th’ thin, pa!ll/“!‘}l this, bathe
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