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T-t metal pot that uses Steam un~ 	 _e'cene'" (pr~iti!!ns', prHens') n. Chiefly Brit. var. of PRe'rENs 
cook food quickly. 2. A position pre·tend (prj·tend') v. -und-ed, ·~end-ing, -'tends. [ME prete t. 

r SEAT. den < Lat. praetendere , prae·, in front + tendere, to extend.] 
oir measuring fluid pressure. 2. A 1. To affect: feign, 2. To allege o~ claim inSincerely or falsely: pa"t. 
,j explosions. PESS. 3. To represent fJctltiously m play: make believe. 4. To taf 
t exerts pressure to promote or 	 upon oneself: VIlNTUru!. <I ".unot pretena to approve of what e 

dId.> -VI. 1. To felg!! an actIOn or character, as in play. 2. To YO\)
forward a claim. 	 PIlIber of areas on the body where 


t applying pressure to the artery pre-tend'ed (prHen'dld) ad;. 1. Reputed or asserted: ALLEe 

trolling bleeding. 	 2. False: feigned. -pre-tend'ed'ly adv. ED. 
o in high·altitude aircraft or in pre·tend-er (pr!·ten·d~r) n. 1. One who Simulates, pretends, Or ! 
SSure conditions. leges falsely: IfY1'OCRITl!. 2. a. One who sets forth a claim b" 

claimant to a throne. . .1\. 
pre'tense (pre·tens·. prl·tens') n. [ME < AN. ult. < Lat. praet 
dere, to pretend.] 1. A false appearance or action deSigned to decei~ll' 
2. A false or studied show: Al'FECTATION.l. A false reason Or excu e. 
: PRE.Tl!XT. 4. Something. imagined or pretended : MAKl!'BELiE: 
5. Mere sho~ WIthout reality :SHM'L ,. A fight asserted with Or With: 
out foundatIOn: CLAlM. 1. OstentatIOn: pretentiousness. 

pressure suit pre-ten-sion (prl.ten'sh~n) n. 1. A specious allegation: PReTEx-r 
2. A claim to something, as a right or privilege. l. Advancetoent of ' claim. 4. PReTl!NSE 7. 	 • 

pre-ten-dons (pri-ten'shQs) ad;. 1. Demanding or claiming a pOsi. 
tion of distinction or merit, esp. when unjustified. 2. Making an 
extravagant Outward show. -pre-ten'tioWi'1y adv. -Pre-ten'.
~IoWi...eas n. 

pret'erit or pret-erite (pret'~r·lt) adi. [ME < OFr. < Lat prae. 

'!z-:l:ng, .!z..... 1. To maintain terilus, p.pan. of praeterire, to go by : praetilr, beyond (comp. of 

as an aircraft or submarine). prae. before) + ire, to go.] Denoting the verb tense expressing or 

r than normal·pressure. 3. To describing a past or completed action or state. -n, 1. The verb form 

.'tlon n, -pres'SuMz'er D. expressing or describing a past or completed action or condition • 

;ement or Operation of a print. PAST Tl!NSE. 2. A verb in the preterit form. • 
rinting press. pret·eri·tion (pret'~rlsh'Qn) n. [LLat. praeteritio < Lat. praete. 
: prestre, priest < OFr, < fut. rire, to go by. -see PReTERIT.] 1. An act of passing by. ignoring, Or 
Iry medieval Christian priest omitting. 2. Law. Neglect of a testator to mention a legal heir in his 
,tian kingdom in the Far East or her will. 3. The Calvinist doctrine that God neglected to designate 

those who would be damned, determining only the elect, 
'sh~n) n. [Fr. < prestidigita. pre-termit (pre·tQr·mlt') vt. -mi~'f:ed, .mit-tins. -miu. [Lat. 
>resto < fut. praestU3 < Lat. praetemtittere : praeter, beyond (camp, of prae, before) + mittere, 
:T.] Manual dexterity in the to let go,] 1. To ignore deliberately or permit to pass unnoticed Or 

-pr<Is'ti'dig'i-ta'tor n. unmentioned. 2. To fail to do Or include: OMIT. 3. To interrupt or 
,ion < Lat. prestigifJe, tricks < terminate. -pre'tertni.s'sion (·mlsh·Qn) n. -pre'urmit:.~ n. 
ire + stringere, to bind.] pre·ternat-u-ral (pre·br.nilch'~HII. ·niich'r~l) adi. [Mod. Lat. 
ed through success, renown, praeternaturalis : Lat. praeter, beyond (camp. of prae, before) + Lat 
miration in a group. -preS' natura, narure.] 1. Beyond the normal course of narure : A..BNOl\MAL. 

2. Transcending the natural or material order : SUPERNATURAL. 

Having prestige: ESTl!EMED. -pre'~e.rDa~·u·raH£m n. -pre'~e..na~'u...aHy adv. -pre'ur­

nat.'u'"2'8l-nes& n.I'ness n. 

ad;. [Ital., suped of presto, pre-test (pre'test') n. 1. a. A test given to determine whether a 

ible. -Used 33 a direction. class is adequately prepared for a new course. b. The condition, 


sample before experimental modification. 2. Advance testing 
Lat. praestus, quick < Lat. something, as a questionnaire, product, or idea. -vt. & vi. (pre-test') 
po. -Used as a direction. -test:'ed, --~-:I:ng, ·~ests. To SUbject to or conduct a pretest. 

pre-text (pre'teks!') n, [Lat. praetexturu < p.part. of praeteure, to 

'-:I:ng, ""limeS. [ME presu. disguise : prae·, before + t.exere, to weave.] Ostensible purpose: 

< Lat., to anticipate: pme., EXCUS£. -vt. ·~..,.t...d, '~""~'in&. .uxts. To allege as an excuse. 

iSSume to be true without pre·treat (prHret·) vt. ·nea~·ed, .neat.in&. .treau. To treat m 


advance. -pre_~·m....~ n. 	 .ve. 3. To eng4ge oneself in 

:presumed to invite them. pre·tri-at (pre.tti·al, ·tril') adj. Existing Or taking place before a trial 


<a pretrial conference>lently: take liberties. 2. To 

<Don't presume on their pret·d·fy (prit'l.fj·) vt, .Bed, -fy'mg, -Bes. To make pretty. 

>1) ad;. -pre'llum'a.bly -pre~'ti-B""'tlon n. -pret'ti'fi'er n. . Ii 

-pre'SUD11'er n, tpret-ty (prit'e) ad;. •ti..,r, ·ti·est. [ME prety, c1eve~. flOe <'Oa 

,g or displaying arrogant prlllttig, cunning < prllltt, trick.] 1. PleaSing or attractive esp. If'e 

!Il'lns-Iy adv. graceful or delicate way, ,t. Excellent: good. l. Archaic. Elegant: ~y 

E presumpcion < OFr. < 4. Effeminate. 5. Informal. Considerable in size or extent <a prettY 

ne.] 1. Boldly arrogant or bUsiness deal> -adv, 1. To a f.ir degree: MODERATELY <a P~t 

act of' accepting as true. 	 fair skater> 2. Regional. Pleasingly:prettily. -n.• pI. -ties. One
 

is pretty. -vt. ·tied, .ty-:l:ng, ·ties. Informal. To rettY
eVidence. 3. A condition make f Val' 


'. An inference as to the 
 <pretty up the apanment> -sitting pre~ty. Informal. In a 

on probable reasoning in able circumstances. -prH'~Ny adv. -pret·ti...es~ n. . to Ie. 

'sproof. pre-tu'be:reu'lous (pre'too.bilr'kya·las, .tydb-) ad/. Relatmg f tbe 

riding a reasonable basis 
 slons of tuberculosis occurring before the actual development a 

Uty or presumption <an disease. . aC1ll " 

V. pret'zel (peet'sal) n. [G. < OHG brezitella < Lat. bracchlum, baked 

'. [ME < OFr. presump­
 Gk. brakhi6n.] A glazed biscuit salted on the outside and usu. 

io, presumption.] Being in the shape of a loose knot or stick. a Ile1l <­

pre-vail (prr.Viil') vi.•vailed, .vail·log, .vails. [ME prel' !rrong.} 
Lat. praevallre, to be stronger: prae·, beyond + vaMre, to be'led over 


"in&. ·pos·ea. 1. To 33. 1. To be greater in influence or strengrh: TRIUMPH <!,re;~ olff. 

'r involve necessarily as many adverse conditions> 2. To be or become effective. b in cur. 

on (·silp'~zish'an) n. 3. To be most frequent or common: PREDOMINATE. 4. To e de 51'" 


-pre.,.umP'~U·OWi·ly 

• 	 deductions <pretax rent force, use, or effect. -prevail on (or upon). To pe~~• .,.. ". 

cessfully <prevailed on us to go to the lecture> _pre­

:nded for preadolescent 

preadolescent child. • pat 
 a pay at care if father 	 li net e he hUT u:rhic~ 

vail-ins (pri·va·lIng) ad;. 1. Most frequent or coxnmon : PRE· 
~~ANT. 2. Generally current: WlDI!SPIU!AD. _pre-vail'iDg-ly 

_p_ail'inS'neu n. 
aa¥'fr 1fIyD.1II: PREVAILING, CURlIl!NT, PREVALENT, lU!GNANT. RI1'E. 

!lSPlIJWl adl. core meaning: ~~t commo.ruy existing .or encoun· 
¢I'd at a given time <the prevaIling Views m astrophYSICS> 
tere a.lent (prev;)-l~nt) adi. [Lat. praevalens, pIaevalent·, pr.part. 
~v' evalere, to be stronger. -see PRE.VAIL.] Widely existing, ac· 
01 P'd or practiced. _preYa·lence n. -preya'len~ly adv. 
cepr:.dri-cate (pri.vlt'l.klIt') vi. -c:at..,d, -c:a~ -cates. [Lat.

,tf!!' orlean, praevariCllt. : prae·, before + varicare, to straddie < 
prae:~ straddling < varus, bent.] To stray from or evade the truth: 
!"Ill OCATl!. _pre-vari-ea·ticm n, -pre-var'i'''''_ n. 
£Q~.;.enee (pri·vfn'yQns) n. 1. The act or state of being anreee· ,te or prevenient. 2. Attention to another's needs. 
dellt en.fent (prl·vi!n'~nt) adi. [Lat. praeveniens. praeveDient·.

,te"'rt of praevenire, to precede : prae·, before + venire, to come.]
pr·r:,.t~cedent. 2. Anticipatory. -pre-ven·ienHyadv. 
" vent (prl·vl!nt') v . •vent-ed, .vent-:l:ng, .vents. [ME preven·,te' to anticipate < Lat. praevenire : prae·. before + venire, to 
te!te.] _vt. 1. To keep.trom happening: AVERT. 2. To keep (~ome. 
c~e) from doing somethmg: IMPI!DI! <preven~ me from plaYIng> 3To anticipate or counter m advance. 4. An:balc. To come before : 
~C1!PE. -vi. To present an obstacle <There will be a game if noth· 
iJl8 preventS. > -pre-vel1t/a'bU'i'f:y, pre-vent'i-IJJl'i'f:y n. -pre' 
vent/a.ble, pre-vent'i·ble adi. -pre-vent'er n. -pre-vel1'tiol1 
(.ven'sh~n) n. 


e"Ven"ta-tive (pri·ven'~tlv) ad;, & n. rar. of PRE.VENTIVE. 

ptte"Ven-tive (pri·ven·tlv) also pre-ven"ta-tive (·~t!v) -adt. 
'" Intended or used to hinder or prevent 2. Moo. Thwarting or ward· 
iJl8 off illness or disease: PROPHYLACTIC. -n. 1. Something that pre· 
vents : OBSTACLl!. 2. Moo, Something for warding off illness. 
~'tive'IY adv. -pre-ven'ti_ n. 

preVentive detention n. Pretrial imprisonment without the 
right to bail of one accused of a felony and judged dangerous to 
society.

pre·view also pre"VUe (pre'vyoo') -n. 1. An advance showing, as 
of a film. to an invited audience before public presentation. 2. An 
advance viewing or exhibition, esp. the presentation of several scenes 
adven:ising a forthcoming film. 3. An introductory or limited experi· 
ence. -vt. -newed, .new-ing, -views also ._ed, .",,-:I:ng, 
.vue&. To exhibit or view in advance. 

pre·vi·OWI (pre'vf·~s) ad;. [Lat. praevius, going before: prae-. be· 
late + via, way.] 1. Existing or happening prior to something else in 
time or order:ANTECEDmT. 2.lnfonnal. Hasty:premature. -pre'n­
""'·lyadv. -pre·n•....,....eu n. 

previons qnestion n. The motion in parliamentary procedure 
to take an immediate vote On the main question under consideration 
or on any other questions so designated. 

previous to prep. Prior to: lIJ!l1ORJ;. 
Pre-vi8e (prl·vIz') vt. -vised, .via-:l:ng, .via-. [Lat. praevidlre, 
praevi.· : prae·, before + videre, to see.] 1. To foresee. 2. To notify 
ahead of time. -pr...-ri'sion (·vIzh'~n) n. -pr...-ri·sion.aI,pre'Vi'. 
"'on_y (4-ner'!) adi. -pr...-ri·sor n. 

pre-VO'Caloi.c (pre·v/i·klIl'lk) ad;. Coming before a vowel. 
Pre'V~a-tion-al (pre·vo·ka'sh~n~l) ad;. Of or relating to instruc· 
tlon given m preparation for vocational school. 

Pre-vue (pre'vy6!>') n. & v. var, of PReVD!W. 
pre'war (pee'wllt') adi. Existing Or taking place before a war. 
~:lt'Y (peek's!) n.. pl. -iee. [Shonening and alteration of PRIlS· 

EN!". J Slang. A preSident, esp. of a college or university, 
~Y (pra) n. [ME preie < OFr. < Lat. praeda.] 1. A creature hunted 

caught for food: QUAUY. 1. A victim. 3_ An act of preying. -vi. 
~~Y-:I:n&. pftOl'll. 1. To hunt, catch, or eat as prey <FaxeseJs!. on chickens. > 2. To victimize or make a profit at someone 
ous stZ:pense. 3. To plunder: pillage. 4. To exert a baneful or injuri·

l>ri,. e ect < Guilt preyed upon my mind. > -prey'er n. 
of -fD (ptl'am) n. [Lat. Priamus < Gk. Priamos.] Gk. Myth. King 
Cree~' the father of Paris and Hector, who was kllied when the 

Pri'a f'ptured his city. 
~c] (Ptl'~'plk, ·ap'lk) a130 pri·a·pe-an (pr'l'~pe'an) ad;. [<

1I11i-. . phalUc.
Ck ~i8Dl (ptl';)-pIz'~m) n. [Fr. priapistne < fut. priapismus < 
Pe~fs:PlSmos < p!iapizein, t.o have an erec~on < Priapos, Priapus.] 

lilli-a...nt, usU. pamful erection of the penIS, esp. due to disease. 
~Olll ...Us (ptl·a'pas) n. [Lat. < Gk. Priap03.] 1. PdaP1Ul. Gk. & 
dens' !,,~. The.god of procreation, guardian of vineyards and gar. 
Pus, 'ot; personificatlo~ of the erect phallus. 1. An image of Pria· 
rePrese en. used m anCient gardens as a scarecrow. 3. A phallic 

lIIie ntatlon. 
lllon: (Ptls) n, [ME pris < OFr. < Lat. pretium.] 1. The sum of 
'OllleJu°r goods asked or given for something. 2. The cost at which 
Offered rg IS obtamed. 3. The cost of bribing someone. 4. A reward 

Or the ltilling or capture of a person. 5. Value: worth. -vt. 

~---------------------------

priced, pric-:l:ng, priC'88. 1. To set a price for <socks priced at 
$50> 2. To find out the price of <spent the day pricing cars> 
-price ou~ of ~he market. To charge so much for goods or serv· 
ices that people no longer buy or use them. 

price cutUDg n, Reduction of retan prices to a level so low 33 to 
eliminate competition. 

price-earn-ings ratio (prts·ftr'nlngz) n. The ratio of a common 
stock's market price to its earnings per share, used as an indicator of 
a corporation's profitability. 

price index n. A number relating prices of a group of commodi· 
ties to their prices during an arbitrarily chosen base period. 

price-less (ptls'lis) ad;.!. Of inestimable worth: INVALUAlILE. 
2. Highly amusing, abSUrd. or odd. 

price _ n. 1. A label on a piece of merchandise showing its price. 
1. Cost: price. 

price war n. A period of sharp competition among businesses in 
which each competitor tries to cut retail prices below those of the 
others, 

pric'ey (pn"'si!) ad;. -i..,r, -i·est. lnfonnal, Expensive. 
prick (prlk) n. [ME < OE prica, puncture.] 1. a. An act of piercing 
or pricking. b. The sensation of being pierced or pricked. 2. A pain· 
ful or stinging feeling of remorse or sorrow. 3. A small mark or punc· 
ture made by a pointed object. 4. A hare's track or footprint. 5. A 
pointed object, as an ice pick or thorn. -v. pricked, priek-:l:ng, 
prick& -vt. 1. To puncture lightly. 2. To sting with an emotional 
Or mental pang. 3. To impel: incite <"My duty pricks me on" 
Shakespeare> 4. To mark on a sulface by means of small punctures 
<prick a design on leather> 5. Naut. To me33ure with dividers on 
a chart. " To pierce the quick of (a horse's hoof) while shoeing. 
1. To transplant (seediings) before a final planting. -vi.!. To pierce 
or puncture something. 2. To feel a stinging or pricking sensation. 
3. To ride at a gallop. 4. To point upward. -prick up (one's) e&I'!i. 

To begin to listen attentively. 
priek-er (pri'k'~r) n. 1. One that pricks. 2. A pricking tool. 3. A 
prickle or thorn. 

priek'et (Prlk'It) n. [ME priket < prik, prick < OE prica, punc· 
ture.] 1. a. A small point or spike for holding a candie upright. b. A 
candlestick with such a spike. 2. A buck in its second year. prior to 
the branching of its horns. 

prick-Ie (pri'k'~I) n. [ME prikel < DE price),] 1. A small sharp 
point. spine. or thorn. 2. A tingling or pricking sensation. -v. •led, 
.Iin&. .Ie&. -vt. 1. To prick with or as if with a thorn. 2. To cause a 
tingling or priclting sensation in. -vi,!. To feel a tingling or prick· 
ing sensation. 2. To stand up like prickles. 

priek·ly (prlk'Ul) ad;. •noer, .n·est.l. Having prickles. 2. Tingling: 
smarting. 3. Irritable. -prick'li'l1ess n. 

prickly ash n. An aromatic shrub or small tree. Zanthoxylum 
americanum of eastern North America, with prickly stems and 
feathery leaves. 

prickly heat n. MIliaria. 
prickly pear n. 1. Any of various cacti of the genus Opuntia, with 

brisdy flattened or cylindrical joints, showy, usu. yellow flo",ers. and 
ovoid. occas. edible fruit. 2. The fruit of a peickiy pear. 

prickly poppy n, Any of various plants of the genus Argemone 
chiefly of tropical America. with large yellow or white flowers and 
prickly leaves, stems. and pods. 

prick'Y (pn"k'!) adi. "'er, .i·est. Prickly. 
pride (prid) n. [ME < OE prfde < pnld, proud < OFr.] 1. A sense of 
one's own proper value or dignity: SELl'-I\I!SPJ!.CT. 2. Pleasure or satis­
faction taken in one's work, achievements. or possessions. l. a. A 
source of pride <These soldiers were their country's pride. > b. The 
most successful or thriving condition: PRIME <the pride of youth> 
4. a. An overly high opinion of oneself: CONCEIT. b. Consideration 
or personification of this condition as the first of the seven cardinal 
sins, 5. Mettle or spirit in horses. ,. A group of lions. -v. prid..... 
prid-ing, prid..... -vt. To esteem (oneself) for <I pride myself on 
this cabinetwork. > -vi. To indulge in self-esteem. _pride'ful ad;. 
-prl4e'ful'ly adv.,-pride'ful'l1ess n. 

prie'Clien (pre-dyoe') n., pI. -dJ.eus or -die..,. (-dyce.z') [Fr. prie 
Dieu, pray God.] A low desk with space for a book above and with a 
foot piece below for kneeling in prayer. 

pri·er also pry-er (pri'ar) n. One who pries. 
priest (prl!st) n. [ME prew! < OE pr€ast < VLat. 'prester < LLaI. 
presbyter. -see PRI!Sl!YTI!R.] 1. A member of the second grade of 
clergy rankIng below a bishop but over a deacon and having author· 
ity to pronounce absolution and administer all sacraments save that 
of ordination in the Roman Catholic. Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, 
Armenian. and separated Catholic hierarchies. 1. A non·Catholic 
cleric. 3. One whose role is considered comparable to that of a priest 
<computers and their priests> -vt. pries1:-ed, pries~'log, 
priests. To ordain or admit to the priesthood. -priest'hoocl' n. 

A word history: Priest and presbyter are both descended from the 
Greek word presbuteros, literally "elder," the comparative form of 
presbus, "old man." The Greek word was used in early Christian 
!':.~~~~~_~L~~_~t:: .Patt~cu~r 0n!e! of C?rist~an mi~ister. PI:.~bu~ 
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