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priced, pricing, pricres. 1. To set a price for < socks priced at
$50> 2.To find out the price of < spent the day pricing cars>
~price out of the market. To charge so much for goods or serv.
ices that people no longer buy or use them.

price cuttin.g 1. Reduction of retail prices to a level so low as to
eliminate competition.

price-earn:ings ratio (pris’drningz) o. The ratio of a common
stock’s market price to its earnings per share, used as an indieator of
a corporation’s profitability.

price index n A pumber relating prices of a group of commodi-
ties to their prices during an arbitrarily chosen base period.

ACE (préftens t&ns’ i i
" P , prit€ns’) n. Chiefly Brit. RETE
‘cook food quickly. 2. A position l:irefz ?L? 55;;,‘5;‘5; A nd'_edf, “tend h‘gy l’.‘thadsY-' CE&?}:E pros
I SEAT. - To affect : feign. 2. To allege or mporg 3 C79E7% 10 extend ] < o
or measuring fluid pressure, 2. A rags, 3, ’ o e or claim insine .
 explosios 3. To represent fictitious}

t exerts pressufe to promote or

. Ang (pri-va’ling) adi. 1. Most frequent or common : PRE-
ffemgilm-. 2. Generally current ¢ wmmr?uo. awpre-vailingly
ng ~pre-vailing-ness 0.
46V gyms: PREVAILING, CURRENT, PREVALENT, REGNANT, RIFE,
ESPREAD adj. core meaning : most commonly existing or encoun-
approve of why, ""ﬂ’d at a given time <the prevailing views in astrophysics >
as in play. 2. T, Yoy tere v-a-lent (prévolont) adj. [Lat. praevalens, praevalent-, pr.part.
Pur P’o raevalere, to be stronger. —see PREVAIL.] Widely existing, ac-
of {ed or practiced. —-preva-lence 1. —previa-lently adv.,
et L piveate (pri-virEkit) vi. -cat-ed, -catdng, -cates. [Lat
praevaricat. : prae-, before + varicare, to straddle <

Ai Thetal pot that uses steam un-

forward a claim.
prestendred (pritendid) og:

2. Falet eigned. —pre-cendrabay niE "% O 49erted  ALsgey
pre-tend-er ( pri-tén‘dar) n. 1, One whe simnula .

ber of areas on the body where
t applying pressure to the artery
trolting bleeding.

R in high-altitude aircraft or in  leges . tes, pre gy
ssure conditions. elagimaf?;}:set:;ya' thHmYPOngRIT.e. 2. a.0ne who sers forth pa ;ﬁiﬁ 01; al ptﬂ?":sniggadm < varus, bent.] To stray from or evade the truth:  price-less (prislis) adj. L Of inestimable worth : INVALUABLE.
pre-tense (pré‘téng’ Priténs” T A V""’;vdc,\ﬁ, wpre-varicca’tion 1. —pre-vari-ca'tor n. 2 Highly amusing, absurd, or odd. )
= dere, to pretend.} 1, A'false ans ) o [ME < AN, ult, < fLap Praey, |24 wen-ience (pri-vén'yons) o. 1. The act or state of being antece-  price tag n. 1. A label on a piece of merchandise showing its price. —
A false or studied show: A‘;Sf arance or action designed 1o éece‘en‘ ret or prevenient, 2 Attention 1o another’s needs. 2 Cost s price. B . .
: PRETEXT. 4, Something .ima _C‘I‘?inon. 3. A false reason or exawe' den en-dent (privén'yont) adj. [Lat. praeveniens, pracvenient-, —price war n. A period of sharp competition among businesses in ' o
5. Mere show without relitrs sgme O pretended : MAKE-BELIERSE ry‘;t of praevenire, to precede : prae-, before + venire, to come.] which each competitor tries to cut retail prices below those of the R
out foundation : cram. 7, toys}em~ 6. A right asserted with or wl‘t'lf r 'ian:ecedent. 2 Anticipatory. —pre-veniently adv. others, ) il
A pre‘ten-sion (pﬁ-tén’sﬁan) Len ! pretentiousness, - L vent (pri-vént) v. -vent-ed, ~venting, -vents. [ME preven- pric-ey (pri’sé) adj. -i-er, «i-est. Informal, Expensive. P
pressure suit A claim to something, a5 B 1. A specious allegation : PRETE preY anticipate < Lat. praevenire : prae-, before + venire, to prick (prik) n. [ME < O prica, puncture.] L &, An act of piercing ;
claim. 4, PRETENSE 7. N8, 25 a right or privilege, 3. Advancemensy 0’?‘ ters e} ~vt. 1L.To keep from happening : AVERT. 2. To keep (some-  or pricking. B. The sensation of being pierced or pricked. 2. A pain- v
pre‘ten-tious (priten’shas) adj, 1 R @ @ e) from doing something?: IMPEDE < prevented me from playing>  ful or stinging feeling of remorse or sorrow. 3, A small mark or punc- . ‘1
tion of distinction or merit, eg § ]? emanding or claiming 4 Pposi gnTo anticipare or counter in advance. 4, Archaic. To come before:  ture made by a pointed object. 4. A hare’s track or footprint. 5. A »ol
extravagant outward shos ip. Wi et.l unjustified, 2. M“king al‘ ﬂ-wang. —vi. To present an ohstacle « There will be a game if noth-  pointed object, as an ice pick or thom, —v. pricked, prick-ing, Y
i tiousness n. © TRrEten’tiously ady. ‘-Pmen:n ing prevents,> —pre-vent'a-bil'i-ty, pre-vent'i'bility 2. —prer  pricks. —vi. 1, To puncture lighty. 2 To sting with an emotional i
preterit or preteerite (prétiar-x i . vmfne’a-hle, preventi-ble adj, —pre-vent'er 1. —pre-ven'tion  or mental pang 3. To impel ! incite < “My duty pricks me on"” — L
iz fetitus, ppart. of praeterire, tp i) adi. [ME < OFr. < Lat Prae {-vén'shon) 0. Shakespeare > 4. To mark on a surface by means of small punctures ;oL
~lzdug, -iz-es. 1. To maintain i - 10 80 by : praeter, beyond (comp f eventa-tive (privén'tativ) adj. & n. var. of PREVENTIVE. <« prick a design on leather> 5. Ngut. To measure with dividers on ; o
o a chart. 6 To pierce the quick of {(a horse’s hoof) while shoeing.

as an aircraft or submarine),
2r than normal pressure. 3. To
ta’tion 11 —~pres’suriz’er n
ement or operation of a print.
rinting press.

. prestre, priest < Ofr, < Llat
1y medieval Christian priest
stian kingdom in the Far East

shon) n. [Fr. < prestidigita-
aresto < LLat. praestus < Lat,
.] Manual dexterity in the
~pres’'ti-dig’itator n.

ion i Iatt. prestigiae, tricks «
e stringere, to bind.
ed‘ th:pugh success, renown:!
miration in a group, w—prege

Having prestige : BSTEEMED.
rness .

adj. [ltal, superl. of Dpresto,
ible. —Used as a direction,

Lat. praestus, quick < Lat.
po. —Used as a direction.

ving, «sumes. [ME presu-
<lat., to amticipate : prae-,

PAST TENSE. 2. A verb in the preterit form.

preterition (préve-rish’, .
Tire, 10 g by (Préva-rish’an) o, fLlat. praeterftio < Ly

those who would be damned, d ini
s W b , determinin
pl;:egrgnxt {pre’tsr—mit’) v -vmitmedg, ?ﬁttlclfn‘zmi;jm
?0 et rznﬁnler_sr : praeter, beyond (comp, of prae, befor'e) + m‘itggat'
o et ngti.one;! ?u- %reﬂdtehgemtely Or permit to pass unnoticed ?;
¢ - & 1053l 10 do or include : omrT. 3, T §
teNRinate. —pre'termis'sion (-mish’sn) n. -pre’ter::;:{:f: ;:;r

pre‘ternat-usal (pré‘tsx-ndch'oml, -nich’ral) adj. [Med. Lat

g‘rg%mg:umﬁs : Lat. praeter, beyond (comp. of prae, before) + Lat.
o 3 n:‘{e.] 1. Beyond the normal course of narure ; ABNORMAL
z x.e’r:scem m’g the natural or material order : SUPERNATURAL
nnpt re'ternat’uratism n. —pre‘ternaturally adv, wpreter

wralmness n. P Tpreter

Pre-test (pré‘tést’) n. 1, a, A t€st given to determine whether a

;:;::ss p;: aéi;%uately prepared for a new course. B. The condition of 2

e b am expeqmengal modification, 2. Advance testing of

Semethir g, 4 a questionnaire, product, or idea. —yr. & Vi {pré-wgst’)
s ~teat-ing, ~tests. To subject to or conduct a pretest.

pre<text (pra‘tékst') o, {Lat. praetextum < p-part. of praetexere, to

Sguise : prae-, before + texere, to weave. 1181 p ’
1 0 Ve ] Ostensible Urpose
EXCUSE. —vt, = teed, -t *: - ts. To allege as an excuse.
texted, -text: ing, -texts. 2

g;e.ven'tive (pri-véntiv) also pre-vem-ta‘tive (-tativ) —adj.
1. Intended or used to hinder or prevent. 2 Med. Thwarting or ward-
ing off iliness or disease : PROFHYLACTIC. —n. 1. Something that pre-
vents ¢ OBSTACLE. 2 Med. Something for warding off illness.

‘tive-ly adv. = ‘tiveness n.

preventive detention n. Pretrial imprisonment without the
right to bail of one accused of a felony and judged dangerous to
society.

pre-vtiyew also pre-vue {prE'vysv’) —n L An advance showing, as
of a film, to an invited audience before public presentation. 2. An
advance viewing or exhibition, esp. the presentation of several scenes
advertising a forthcoming film. 3, An introductory or limited experi-
ence. vt ~viewed, -view-ing, -views ¢ls0 ~voed, ~va-ing,
-vues. To exhibit or view in advance.

pre-vicous (pre'vé-ss) adj. [Lat. praevius, going before : prae-, be-
fore + via, way.] 1. Existing or happening prior to something else in
time or orders ANTECEDENT. L Informal. Hasty : premature. weprevis
ously adv. mpre'vicons-ness o

previons question n. The motion in parliamentary procedure
10 take an immediate vote on the main question under consideration
or on any other questions so designated.

Previous to prep, Prior to: BEPORE.

pre-vise (pr-viz) vt wvised, -visdng, ~vises. [Lat. praeviddre,
Praevis- - prae., before + vidére, to see.] L To foresee. 2 To notify
ahead of time. w 'sion {-vizh'sn) n. wepre-vi‘sion-al, pre-vi'-
sonary (-a-n8r'¢) adj. m-pre-vi'sor o,

Pre-va-cal-c (pré'vo-kilik) adj. Coming before a vowel.
Bre-vo-ca-tion+al (pré've-ki'sha-nal) ady. Of or relating to instruc-

7.To transplant (seedlings) before a final planting —vi. 1. To pierce
or puncture something & To feel a stinging or pricking sensation.
3, To ride at a gallop. 4, To point upward. —prick up (one’s) eary.
To begin to listen attentively.

prick-er (prik’or) n. 1. One that pricks. 2 A pricking tool. 3. A

prickle or thom.

prick-et (prik’it) n. [ME priket < prik, prick < OF prica, pune-

ture.] 1. a. A small point or spike for holding a candle upright. T, A
candlestick with such a spike. 2 A buck in its second year, prior to
the branching of its homns.

prick-le (prik’sl) n. [ME prikel < OF pricel.] 1. A small sharp

point, spine, or thom. 2. A tingling or pricking sensation. —v. »led,
«ling, -les, —vt. 1. To prick with or a5 if with a thorn. 2 To cause a
tingling or pricking sensation in. —vi, 1. To feel a tingling or prick-
ing sensation, & To stand up like prickles.

prick-ly (prik'lé) adj. -Her, «livest. 1, Having prickles. 2 Tingling:

smarting. 3. Irritable. mprick’li-ness 1.

prickly ash n. An aromatic shrub or small tree, Zanthoxylum

americanum of eastern North America, with prickly stems and
feathery leaves,

prickly heat n. Miliaria,

prickly pear n. 1, Any of various cacti of the genus Opuntia, with
bristly flattened or cylindrical joints, showy, usu. yellow flowers, and
ovoid, peeas. edible fruit. & The fruit of 2 prickly pear.

prickly poppy z. Any of various plants of the genus Argemone
chiefly of tropical America, with large yellow or white flowers and
prickly leaves, stems, and pods.

prick-y (prik'€) adj. -ier, sivest. Prickly.

PIE'LIeat (pre-rér) vi. -treated, -treat-ing, -treats, To freat in

advance. —pre«treat'ment 11, ton given in preparation for vocational school.

issumne to be true without
pride (prid) 1. [ME < O prode < prid, proud < OFr.] 1. A sense of

ve. 3. To engage oneself in e B ,

- ¢ 0 pre-triaal (pré-ui'sl, i) adi Exicrs . . "VUe (pre'vysd') n. & V. var, of PREVIEW.

JPresumed to invite them- <y ptetxial(gonfem{cet;l) adj. Existing or taking place hefore a trial Prewar (pre'wér) adj. Existing or taking place before a war. one's own proper value or digniry : SELERESPECT, L Pleasure or satis-
Prex.y (prék’sg) n., pl. «es. [Shortening and alteration of PRES-  faction taken in one’s work, achievements, or possessions. 3. o A

source of pride <These soldiers were their country’s pride. > B. The
most successful or thriving condition : PRIME <the pride of youth>
4. a. An overly high opinion of aneself ; CONCEIT. b, Consideration
or personification of this condition as the first of the seven cardinal
sins. 5. Mettle or spirit in horses. 6, A group of lions. ~v. prid-ed,

lently: take liberties, 2. To i

: 3 retetis i Sy

§)D:; t prest:me on' their p—pmt'tfzi-iir’x:;{og )n Vip;ii:tf;f«:xi:& e To make precy
- —Presum’ably  {pret-ty (PIYE) adj. -tivex, -ti-est. [ME prety, elever, fine < OF

~Presumer n. i i :
£ or displaying arrogant prewitig, cunning < preett, trick, | 1. Pleasing or attractive esp. in 2

;;?:m'] Slang. A president, esp. of a college or university.

ot Y (prd) n. [ME preie < OFr. < Lat. praeda ] L. A creature hunted
caught for food : QUARRY. L A victim. 3, An act of preying. —vi.

pre prey-ing, preys. 1. To hunt, catch, or eat as prey <Foxes

Y on chickens.> 2. Ta victimize or make a profit at someone

ingly ady, %" 3;;@“{; if:l?::ﬁsca;; ;;ay. ¢;L Excellent: gond. 3, Archaic. Elegant: fine.

| presumpeion < OFr. < busines gunis - 104 ’TCOn‘S(lqerable in size or extent <a prerty ous wpense. 3. To plunder: pillage. 4. To exert a baneful or injuri-  prid-ing, prides. —vt. To esteem {oneself) for <1 pride myself on

e} L Boldly arrogant or  fajr skater™ 2. Resional. 0 a fair degree : MODERATELY <Ca pretty P:;s tfect < Guilt preyed upon my mind.>> —prey'er 1. this cabinetwork.>> —vi. To indulge in self-esteem. —pride’ful adj.
egional. Pleasingly : prettily. —z., pl. «ties. One that IR (pri'om) p. (Lat. Priemus < Gk. Priemos.] Gk, Myth. King  —pride’fully adv. —prideful-ness n.

prie-dieu (pré-dye’) n., pl. -dieus or -deux (-dycez) [Fr. prie
Dieu, pray God.} A low desk with space for a book above and with a
foot piece below for kneeling in prayer.

priver also pry-ex (pri‘sr) n. One who pries.

priest (prést) n. [ME preost < OF préost < Vlat. *prester < Llat,
presbyter, —see PRESBYTER.) 1. A member of the second grade of
clergy ranking below a bishop but over a deacon and having author-

act of accepting as true,
evidence. 3. A condition
" An inference as to the
on probable reasoning in
sproof.

7iding a reasonable hasis
l;’W Or presumption <Can

Is prefty. —vi. -tied, ~ty-ing, -ties. Informal To make pretty o Tro i i
aiﬂrzt{;:ulgs 319, ApAItment’> wsitting p,';,t;_' 'fnfq(:mﬁ in favor- p%eﬁhyéat;ﬁ rf:dthlfi{s c;fl tl;;ms and Hector, who was killed when the
NCES. mepret'tily ddv. wpret’ti : "api -3 i ' ]
Pm!':r;::)!f'behrcu‘lqus (reon bty lgs g dg;za;.nkehmg ol y m.c (g;in?cpik, -ip'lk) also pri-a-pe-an (prf's-péan) adj. [<
Sions 0 tuberculosis occurring before the acraal development of th? pé‘i‘a'pigm (pﬂ;apiz’am) n. [Fr. priapisme < LLat. priapismus <
) . Priapig jLeom) o, LI . . h
pretzel (prevsol) . ’ < Pergiop PI$MOS < priapizein, to have an erection < Priapos, Priapus.]
prét'ssl) n. [G. < OHG brezitella < Lat. bracchium, ab;’fed {istent, usu. painful erection of the penis, esp. due to diseasé,

* [ME < OFr. presump-
10, presumption.] Being
“pre-sumptu-ous-ly

wing, -pos-es. 1. To a5
T involve necessarily a5
on (slip’s-zish'an) n,

x deductions <pretax

‘nded for preadolescent
preadolescent child,

many adverse conditions™ 2. To be or become effective : WIN 0UT
3.To be most frequent or common : PREDOMINATE. 4, To be in €07
rent force, yuse, or effect, m-prevail on (or upom). To persuade 5¥¢
cesstully <prawailed an us to go to the lecture™> —pre-vail'es *

dpat dpay 4drcare jfsther Epet Zhe hw which

Gk. brakhitn.] A glazed biscuit salted o i
( , n the putside and usu.
in the shape of a loose knot or stick. eusidean
pre-vail (privil') vi, «vailed, ~vail'ing, «vails. [ME prevaylle? H
Lat. praevalere, to'be stronger : prae- beyond + valgre, to be stroné]

- To be greater in influence or strength : TRIUMPH <prevailed os_er’

"g;ls (pd'pes) n. [Lat. < Gk. Priapos.] 1. Priapus. Ck. &
deng 2 5"11 The_god of procreation, guardian of vineyards and gar-
" Ad personification of the erect phailus. 2. An image of Pria-
Teproc, o0 Used in ancient gardens as a scarecrow. 3. A phallic
eeesematmn‘

%ney(pﬁs) 0. [ME pris < OFr. < Lat. pretium.} 1. The sum of
oy 07 goods asked or given for something. 2 The cost at which
ffereq D¢ 13 obtained. 3. The cost of bribing someone, 4. A reward
for the killing or capture of a person. 5. Value s warth. —vt.

ity t0 propoufice absolution and administer all sacraments save that
of ordination in the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican,
Armenian, and separated Catholic hierarchies. Z A non-Catholic
cleric, 3. One whose role is considered comparable to that of 2 priest
<computers and their priests>> vt priest-ed, priest-ing,
priests, To ordain or admit to the priesthood. ~=priesthood’ n.

4 word history: Priest and presbyter are both descended from the
Greek word presbuteros, literally “elder,” the comparative form of
presbus, “old man.” The Greek word was used in early Christian
wiiting to denote a particular order of Christian minister. Presbu-
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