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Amendments to the Claims:

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

1-67 (cancelled).

68. (new) A sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

an interface unit located at least partially within the housing configured to provide a
direct interconnection to a separate audio source device having stored digital music files, wherein
the interconnection includes:

(1) a direct audio signal path configured to receive audio signals corresponding to
digital music files stored on the audio source device, and

(ii) a direct control signal path configured to transmit control commands to the
audio source device, wherein the control signal path is separate from the audio signal path;

a remote control device configured to transmit at least a first type of control command
and a second type of control command to the sound reproduction device, wherein the first type of
control command is configured to control a function of the sound reproduction device and the
second type of control command is configured to control a function of the audio source device;
and

control circuitry located within the housing of the sound reproduction device and
configured to receive a command from the remote control and, in response to receiving such a
command:

(i) control an appropriate function of the sound reproduction device when a

control command of the first type is received, and
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(i1) transmit to the audio source device via the direct control signal path a
command corresponding to the received control command when a control command of the

second type is received.

69. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the interface unit is

configured to couple exclusively to the audio source device.

70. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the interface unit is

configured to couple exclusively to a single type of audio source device.

71. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the interface unit

comprises a connector.

72. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 71, wherein the connector

comprises a dedicated cable.

73. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the interface unit is

configured to couple to the audio source device in close proximity to said device.

74. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the interface unit is

configured to couple to the audio source device adjacent to said device.

75. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68 further comprising a radio

tuner located at least partially within the housing.

76. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 75 further comprising an alarm

clock located at least partially within the housing.

77. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68 wherein the direct audio signal

path is configured to receive analog audio signals.

78. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 77 wherein the direct control

signal path is configured to transmit digital control commands.
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79. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68 wherein the audio source

device comprises a computer.

80. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 79 wherein the computer

comprises a personal computer.

81. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68 wherein the audio source

device is configured to connect to a network and receive digital music files via the network.

82. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 81 wherein the sound
reproduction device is further configured to receive digital music files received by the audio

source device over the network.

83. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68 wherein the second type of
control command configured to be transmitted by the remote control device is a subset of control

commands that the audio source device is capable of receiving.

84. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for controlling the volume of the sound reproduction device.

85. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for controlling the power setting of the sound reproduction

device.

86. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for muting the sound of the sound reproduction device.

87. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 75, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for selecting the radio tuner as the audio source for the sound

reproduction device.
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88. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for selecting the audio source device as the audio source for

the sound reproduction device.

89. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for playing a music file in the audio source device.

90. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for pausing the play of a music file in the audio source device.

91. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for selecting a playlist in the audio source device.

92. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for advancing to the next music file in the audio source

device.

93. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 68, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for selecting an assemblage of music files in the audio source

device based on a first type of metadata associated with the music files.

94. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 93, wherein the assemblage is

based on information about the music genre.

95. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 93, wherein the assemblage is

based on information about the music artist.

96. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 93, wherein the assemblage is

based on information about the album associated with the music files.

97. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 93, wherein the remote control is
further configured to transmit a command for selecting a subset of the assemblage of music files

in the audio source device based on a second type of metadata associated with the music files.
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98. (new) The sound reproduction device of claim 97, wherein the assemblage is

based on information about the music genre, and the subset is based on information about the

music artist.

99. (new) A sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing comprising an audio system including one or more speakers and an amplifier
for powering the one or more speakers;

an interface at least partially within the housing configured to directly couple to a
separate audio source device having stored music files, wherein the interface is configured to
receive audio signals corresponding to music files stored in the audio source device and is further
configured to transmit control commands to the audio source device;

a remote control device configured to transmit at least two commands to the audio
system, including a first command for controlling a function of the audio system and a second

command for controlling a function of the audio source device.

100. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the interface is

configured to couple exclusively to the audio source device.

101. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the interface is

configured to couple exclusively to a single type of audio source device.

102. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the interface is

configured to provide a direct device-to-device connection to the audio source device.

103. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the interface

comprises a connector.

104. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 103, wherein the connector

comprises a dedicated cable.
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105. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the interface is
configured to couple to the audio source device in close proximity to the sound reproduction

device.

106. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the interface is

configured to couple to the audio source device adjacent to the sound reproduction device.

107. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the audio system

further comprises a radio tuner at least partially within the housing.

108. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the audio system

further comprises an alarm clock at least partially within the housing.

109. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for controlling the volume of the audio system.

110. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for controlling the power setting of the audio system.

111. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for muting the sound of the audio system.

112. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 107, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for selecting the radio tuner as the audio source for the sound

reproduction device.

113. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for selecting the audio source device as the audio source for

the sound reproduction device.

114. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for playing a music file in the audio source device.
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115. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for pausing the play of a music file in the audio source device.

116. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for stopping the play of a music file in the audio source

device.

117. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for scanning through while playing a music file in the audio

source device.

118. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is

configured to transmit a command for selecting a playlist in the audio source device.

119. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for advancing to the next music file in the audio source

device.

120. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the remote control is
configured to transmit a command for selecting an assemblage of music files in the audio source

device based on a first type of metadata associated with the music files.

121. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 120, wherein the assemblage is

based on information about the music genre.

122. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 120, wherein the assemblage is

based on information about the music artist.

123. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 120, wherein the remote control is
further configured to transmit a command for selecting a subset of the assemblage of music files

in the audio source device based on a second type of metadata associated with the music files.
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124. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 123, wherein the assemblage is
based on information about the music genre, and the subset is based on information about the

music artist.

125. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 123, wherein the assemblage is
based on information about the music genre, and the subset is based on information about the

music composer.

126. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 123, wherein the assemblage is
based on information about the music genre, and the subset is based on information about the

album associated with the music files.

127. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the audio source

device comprises a disk drive.

128. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the audio source

device comprises a microprocessor and a display.

129. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 99, wherein the audio source

device comprises a computer.

130. (new)  The sound reproduction device of claim 129, wherein the computer

comprises a personal computer.

10
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REMARKS

Applicant cancels claims 44-57, 59-61 and 64 without prejudice, and submits new claims
68-130. Applicant respectfully submits that these new claims are significantly different from the
previously rejected claims and plainly patentable over Glick and the other prior art of record.
Applicant submits a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) to provide Examiner an
opportunity to search these new claims.

Please apply any other charges or credits to deposit account 06-1050, referencing Order
No. 02103-390002/ S25 (Cont.).

Respectfully submitted,
FISH & RICHARDSON P.C.

14 August 2009 /charles hieken/
Date:

Charles Hieken
Reg. No. 18,411
Attorneys for Application Owner

Fish & Richardson P.C.

225 Franklin Street

Boston, MA 02110
Telephone: (617) 542-5070
Facsimile: (877) 769-7945

22249175.doc
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Amendments to the Claims:

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

68, 72-76, 78-98, 133-142. (Canceled).

143. (New) An audio system configured to connect to a separate computer that is
configured to provide audio information from any one of a plurality of sources, including digital
music files stored on the computer and a network accessible by the computer, the audio system
comprising:

(A) a sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

control circuitry located within the housing; and

a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to provide a
physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction device and the
computer, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths configured to (i) receive
audio information from the computer corresponding to the digital music files stored on the
computer and audio information from the network via the computer, and (ii) transmit control
signals to the computer; and

(B) a remote control device configured to transmit at least a first type of control
command and a second type of control command to the sound reproduction device, wherein the
first type of control command controls a user function of the sound reproduction device and the
second type of control command is configured to control a user function of the computer,

wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive a control command from the remote

control and, in response to receiving such a command:

13
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(i) control a user function of the sound reproduction device when a control
command of the first type is received, and

(i1) transmit to the computer, via a signal path of the connector, a command for
controlling the user function of the computer corresponding to the received control command

when a control command of the second type is received.

144. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the connector comprises a dedicated

cable.

145. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the connector is configured to couple

to the computer in close proximity to said sound reproduction device.

146. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the connector is configured to couple

to the computer adjacent to said sound reproduction device.

147. (New) The audio system of claim 143 further comprising an AM/FM radio tuner
located at least partially within the housing.

148. (New) The audio system of claim 147 further comprising an alarm clock located at

least partially within the housing.
149. (New) The audio system of claim 143 wherein the second type of control command
configured to be transmitted by the remote control device is a subset of control commands that

the computer is capable of receiving.

150. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the remote control is configured to

transmit a command selected from the group consisting of commands for controlling the volume

14
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of the sound reproduction device, controlling the power setting of the sound reproduction device,

and muting the sound of the sound reproduction device.

151. (New) The audio system of claim 147, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command for selecting the AM/FM radio tuner as the audio source for the sound

reproduction device.

152. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command for selecting the computer as the audio source for the sound reproduction

device.

153. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command selected from the group consisting of commands for causing the computer
to play a music file, causing the computer to pause the play of a music file, causing the computer
to select a playlist, causing the computer to select the next or previous music file, causing the
computer device to select an assemblage of music files based on a first type of metadata included
in the music files, causing the computer to repeat the play of a music file, and causing the

computer to shuffle the play of selected music files.

154. (New) The audio system of claim 153, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command for causing the computer to select an assemblage of music files based on a
first type of metadata included in the music files, and the assemblage is based on information

about the music genre.
155. (New) The audio system of claim 153, wherein the remote control is configured to

transmit a command for causing the computer to select an assemblage of music files based on a

first type of metadata included in the music files.

15
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156. (New) The audio system of claim 155, wherein the assemblage is based on

information about the music artist.

157. (New) The audio system of claim 155, wherein the assemblage is based on

information about the album associated with the music files.

158. (New) The audio system of claim 155, wherein the remote control is further
configured to transmit a command for causing the computer to select a subset of the assemblage

of music files based on a second type of metadata included in the music files.

159. (New) The audio system of claim 158, wherein the assemblage is based on

information about the music genre, and the subset is based on information about the music artist.

160. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the audio information is in digital
form.

161. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the audio information is in analog
form.

162. (New) The audio system of claim 147 wherein the sound reproduction device is
configured to operate in at least two modes:

a first mode wherein the sound reproduction device produces audible sound from audio
information received from the computer via the connector; and

a second mode wherein the sound reproduction device produces audible sound from the

AM/FM radio tuner.
163. (New) The audio system of claim 162 further comprising one or more control

buttons on the housing, wherein at least one of the control buttons is configured to control a user

function of the computer via the connector when the sound reproduction device is operating in

16
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the first mode, and configured to control a user function of the AM/FM radio tuner when the

sound reproduction device is operating in the second mode.

164. (New) The audio system of claim 162 further comprising a plurality of preset
buttons, wherein the preset buttons are assignable to a first set of user-defined playlists when the
sound reproduction device is configured to operate in the first mode, and assignable to broadcast
frequencies of the AM/FM radio tuner when the sound reproduction device is configured to

operate in the second mode.

165. (New) The audio system of claim 164 further comprising a scrolling button that,
when activated, is configured to assign the plurality of preset buttons to a second set of user-

defined playlists.

166. (New) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the connection includes (i) an audio
signal path configured to receive the audio information from the computer and from the network
via the computer and (ii) a separate control signal path configured to transmit the control signals

to the computer.

167. (New) The audio system of claim 143 wherein the sound reproduction device is

configured to respond to control commands received from the computer.

168. (New) The audio system of claim 167 wherein control commands to the computer
and control commands from the computer to the sound reproduction device are transmitted via a

signal path of the connector.
169. (New) An audio system configured to connect to a separate audio source device

that has a plurality of user functions, a subset of the user functions relating to control of audio

information, the audio system comprising:

17
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(A) a sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

control circuitry located within the housing; and

a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to provide a
physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction device and the
audio source device, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths configured to (i)
receive audio information from the audio source device, and (ii) transmit control signals to the
audio source device; and

(B) a remote control device configured to transmit at least a first type of control
command and a second type of control command to the sound reproduction device, wherein the
first type of control command controls a user function of the sound reproduction device and the
second type of control command is configured to control a user function of the audio source
device relating to control of audio information,

wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive a control command from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such a command:

(i) control a user function of the sound reproduction device when a control
command of the first type is received, and
(i1) transmit to the audio source device, via a signal path of the connector, a

command for controlling the user function of the audio source device corresponding to the

received control command when a control command of the second type is received.

170. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the audio source device is a

computer.

171. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the connector comprises a dedicated

cable.

18
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172. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the connector is configured to couple

to the audio source device in close proximity to said sound reproduction device.

173. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the connector is configured to couple

to the audio source device adjacent to said sound reproduction device.

174. (New) The audio system of claim 169 further comprising an AM/FM radio tuner
located at least partially within the housing.

175. (New) The audio system of claim 174 further comprising an alarm clock located at

least partially within the housing.

176. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command selected from the group consisting of commands for controlling the volume
of the sound reproduction device, controlling the power setting of the sound reproduction device,

and muting the sound of the sound reproduction device.

177. (New) The audio system of claim 174, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command for selecting the AM/FM radio tuner as the audio source for the sound

reproduction device.
178. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command for selecting the audio source device as the audio source for the sound

reproduction device.

179. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the remote control is configured to

transmit a command selected from the group consisting of commands for causing the audio
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source device to play a music file, causing the audio source device to pause the play of a music
file, causing the audio source device to select a playlist, causing the audio source device to select
the next or previous music file, causing the audio source device to select an assemblage of music
files based on a first type of metadata included in the music files, causing the audio source device
to repeat the play of a music file, and causing the audio source device to shuffle the play of

selected music files.

180. (New) The audio system of claim 179, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command for causing the audio source device to select an assemblage of music files
based on a first type of metadata included in the music files, and the assemblage is based on

information about the music genre.

181. (New) The audio system of claim 179, wherein the remote control is configured to
transmit a command for causing the audio source device to select an assemblage of music files

based on a first type of metadata included in the music files.

182. (New) The audio system of claim 181, wherein the assemblage is based on

information about the music artist.

183. (New) The audio system of claim 181, wherein the assemblage is based on

information about the album associated with the music files.
184. (New) The audio system of claim 181, wherein the remote control is further
configured to transmit a command for causing the audio source device to select a subset of the

assemblage of music files based on a second type of metadata included in the music files.

185. (New) The audio system of claim 184, wherein the assemblage is based on

information about the music genre, and the subset is based on information about the music artist.
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186. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the audio information is in digital
form.

187. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the audio information is in analog

form.

188. (New) The audio system of claim 169 wherein the sound reproduction device is
configured to operate in at least two modes:

a first mode wherein the sound reproduction device produces audible sound from audio
information received from the audio source device via the connector; and

a second mode wherein the sound reproduction device produces audible sound from the

AM/FM radio tuner.

189. (New) The audio system of claim 188 further comprising one or more control
buttons on the housing, wherein at least one of the control buttons is configured to control, via
the connector, a user function of the audio source device relating to control of audio information
when the sound reproduction device is operating in the first mode, and configured to control a
user function of the AM/FM radio tuner when the sound reproduction device is operating in the

second mode.

190. (New) The audio system of claim 188 further comprising a plurality of preset
buttons, wherein the preset buttons are assignable to a first set of user-defined playlists when the
sound reproduction device is configured to operate in the first mode, and assignable to broadcast
frequencies of the AM/FM radio tuner when the sound reproduction device is configured to

operate in the second mode.
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191. (New) The audio system of claim 190 further comprising a scrolling button that,
when activated, is configured to assign the plurality of preset buttons to a second set of user-

defined playlists.

192. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the connection includes (i) an audio
signal path configured to receive the audio information from the audio source device and (ii) a

separate control signal path configured to transmit the control signals to the audio source device.

193. (New) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the sound reproduction device is

configured to respond to control commands received from the audio source device.
194. (New) The audio system of claim 193, wherein control commands to the audio

source device and control commands from the audio source device to the sound reproduction

device are transmitted via a signal path of the connector.
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195. (New) An audio system configured to connect to a separate audio source device,
the audio system comprising;:

(A) a sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

control circuitry located within the housing; and

a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to provide a
physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction device and the
audio source device, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths configured to (i)
receive audio information from the audio source device, (ii) transmit control signals to the audio
source device, and (iii) transmit control signals from the audio source device to the sound
reproduction device; and

(B) a remote control device configured to transmit at least a first type of control
command and a second type of control command to the sound reproduction device, wherein the
first type of control command controls a user function of the sound reproduction device and the
second type of control command is configured to control a user function of the audio source
device,

wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive a control command from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such a command:

(i) control a user function of the sound reproduction device when a control
command of the first type is received, and
(i1) transmit to the audio source device, via a signal path of the connector, a

command for controlling a user function of the audio source corresponding to the received

control command when a control command of the second type is received.

196. (New) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the audio source device is a

computer.
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197. (New) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the connection includes (i) an audio
signal path configured to receive the audio information from the audio source device and (ii) a

separate control signal path configured to transmit the control signals to the audio source device.

198. (New) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the audio information is in digital

form.

199. (New) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the audio information is in analog

form.

200. (New) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the audio information comprises

digital music files stored on the audio source device.

201. (New) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the control signals transmitted to the

audio source comprise control commands.

202. (New) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the control signals transmitted from

the audio source device comprise control commands.

203. (New) An audio system configured to connect to a separate computer that has a
plurality of user functions, a subset of the user functions relating to control of audio information,
and is configured to provide audio information from any one of a plurality of sources, including
digital music files stored on the computer and a network accessible by the computer, the audio
system comprising:

(A) a sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;
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an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;
control circuitry located within the housing; and
a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to provide a
physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction device and the
computer, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths configured to (i) receive
audio information from the computer corresponding to the digital music files stored on the
computer and audio information from the network via the computer, (ii) transmit control signals
to the computer, and (iii) transmit control signals from the computer to the sound reproduction
device; and
(B) a remote control device configured to transmit at least a first type of control
command and a second type of control command to the sound reproduction device, wherein the
first type of control command controls a user function of the sound reproduction device and the
second type of control command is configured to control a user function of the computer,
wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive a control command from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such a command:
(i) control a user function of the sound reproduction device when a control
command of the first type is received, and
(i1) transmit to the computer, via a signal path of the connector, a command for
controlling the user function of the computer corresponding to the received control command

when a control command of the second type is received.

204. (New) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the connection includes (i) an audio
signal path configured to receive the audio information from the computer and from the network
via the computer and (ii) a separate control signal path configured to transmit the control signals

to the computer.

205. (New) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the audio information is in digital

form.
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206. (New) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the audio information is in analog

form.

207. (New) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the control signals transmitted to the

audio source device comprise control commands.

208. (New) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the control signals transmitted from

the audio source device comprise control commands.

209. (New) A system comprising:

(A) an audio source device having a plurality of user functions, a subset of the user
functions relating to control of audio information, and comprising;:

(a) a storage device configured to store a plurality of digital music files, each music file
including at least a first and second type of metadata that characterizes the music file; and

(b) a display for displaying a user connector configured to present a first assemblage of
the plurality of music files in a first set of groups according to the first type of metadata
associated with the music files, and, in response to a user selection of a group in the first
assemblage, present a second assemblage of the music files in the selected group, wherein the
second assemblage presents the music files in the selected group in a second set of groups
according to the second type of metadata associated with the music files in the selected group;

(B) a sound reproduction device comprising;:

(a) a housing;

(b) one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

(c) an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

(d) control circuitry located within the housing; and

(e) a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to provide a

physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction device and the
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audio source device, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths configured to (i)
receive audio information from the audio source device, and (ii) transmit control signals to the
audio source device; and
(C) a remote control device configured to transmit at least a first type of control
command and a second type of control command to the sound reproduction device, wherein the
first type of control command controls a user function of the sound reproduction device and the
second type of control command is configured to control a user function of the audio source
device relating to control of audio information,
wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive a control command from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such a command:
(1) control a user function of the sound reproduction device when a control
command of the first type is received, and
(i1) transmit to the audio source device, via a signal path of the connector, a
command for controlling the user function of the audio source device corresponding to the

received control command when a control command of the second type is received.

210. (New) The system of claim 209, wherein the audio source device further comprises:
(a) a processor; and
(b) instructions stored on a computer-readable media that, when executed, cause the
processor to:
(1) assemble the plurality of music files into a first set of groups based on the first
metadata associated with each respective music file; and
(i1) assemble the plurality of music files into a second set of groups based on the

second metadata associated with each respective music file.

211. (New) The system of claim 209, wherein the audio source device is a computer.
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212. (New) The system of claim 209, wherein the sound reproduction device is

configured to respond to control commands received from the audio source device.

213. (New) The system of claim 212, wherein control commands to the audio source
device and control commands from the audio source device to the sound reproduction device are

transmitted via a signal path of the connector.

214. (New) The system of claim 209, wherein the audio source device is further
configured to provide audio information from any one of a plurality of sources, including digital
music files stored on the audio source device and a network accessible by the audio source
device; and wherein the sound reproduction device is configured to received, via the connector,
audio information from the audio source device corresponding to the digital music files and

audio information from the network.

215. (New) The system of claim 209, wherein the sound reproduction system is further

configured to receive, via the connector, control signals from the audio source device.

216. (New) The system of claim 215, wherein the control signal received from the audio

source device comprises a control command.

217. (New) The system of claim 214, wherein the sound reproduction device further

includes an audio source.

218. (New) The system of claim 217, wherein the audio source of the sound reproduction

device comprises an AM/FM radio tuner.
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REMARKS

Claims 68, 72-76, 78-98, and 133-142 were the subject of a Notice of Allowance mailed
February 28, 2011. Applicant subsequently withdrew those claims from issue and filed an RCE
application to permit consideration of additional prior art. In this Amendment, Applicant cancels
claims 68, 72-76, 78-98, and 133-142, and includes new claims 143-218. No new matter has
been added.

Applicant asks that all claims be examined in view of the amendment to the claims.

The fees for excess claim fees are being paid concurrently herewith on the Electronic
Filing System (EFS) by way of Deposit Account authorization. Please apply any necessary

charges or credits to Deposit Account 06-1050, referencing the above attorney docket number.
Respectfully submitted,
Date:/9-23-2011/ /Dorothy P. Whelan/

Dorothy P. Whelan
Reg. No. 33,814

Customer Number 26162
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Telephone: (612) 335-5070
Facsimile: (877) 769-7945

60725423.doc
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Amendments to the Claims:

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the
application:

Listing of Claims:

68, 72-76, 78-98, 133-142. (Canceled).

143. (Previously presented) An audio system configured to connect to a separate
computer that is configured to provide audio information from any one of a plurality of
sources, including digital music files stored on the computer and a network accessible by
the computer, the audio system comprising;:

(A) a sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

control circuitry located within the housing; and

a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to
provide a physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction
device and the computer, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths
configured to (i) receive audio information from the computer corresponding to the
digital music files stored on the computer and audio information from the network via the
computer, and (ii) transmit to the computer signals for controlling the computer; and

(B) a remote control device configured to transmit signals representing at least a
first type of command from a user and a second type of command from a user to the
sound reproduction device, wherein the first type of command is a command to control a
user function of the sound reproduction device and the second type of command is a

command to control a user function of the computer,
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wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive the signals from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such signals:

(i) control the user function of the sound reproduction device when the user issues

a command of the first type, and

(i1) transmit to the computer, via a signal path of the connector, a signal for
controlling the user function of the computer when the user issues a command of the

second type.

144. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the

connector comprises a dedicated cable.

145. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the
connector is configured to couple to the computer in close proximity to said sound

reproduction device.

146. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the
connector is configured to couple to the computer adjacent to said sound reproduction

device.

147. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143 further comprising an

AM/FM radio tuner located at least partially within the housing.

148. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 147 further comprising an

alarm clock located at least partially within the housing.

149. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143 wherein the signal
representing the second type of command configured to be transmitted by the remote
control device corresponds to a subset of commands that the computer is capable of

receiving.
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150. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command selected from the
group consisting of commands for controlling the volume of the sound reproduction
device, controlling the power setting of the sound reproduction device, and muting the

sound of the sound reproduction device.

151. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 147, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command for selecting the

AM/FM radio tuner as the audio source for the sound reproduction device.

152. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command for selecting the

computer as the audio source for the sound reproduction device.

153. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command selected from the
group consisting of commands for causing the computer to play a music file, causing the
computer to pause the play of a music file, causing the computer to select a playlist,
causing the computer to select the next or previous music file, causing the computer
device to select an assemblage of music files based on a first type of metadata included in
the music files, causing the computer to repeat the play of a music file, and causing the

computer to shuffle the play of selected music files.

154. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 153, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command for causing the
computer to select an assemblage of music files based on a first type of metadata
included in the music files, and the assemblage is based on information about the music

genre.
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155. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 153, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command for causing the
computer to select an assemblage of music files based on a first type of metadata

included in the music files.

156. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 155, wherein the

assemblage is based on information about the music artist.

157. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 155, wherein the

assemblage is based on information about the album associated with the music files.

158. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 155, wherein the remote
control is further configured to transmit a signal representing a command for causing the
computer to select a subset of the assemblage of music files based on a second type of

metadata included in the music files.

159. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 158, wherein the
assemblage is based on information about the music genre, and the subset is based on

information about the music artist.

160. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the audio

information is in digital form.

161. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the audio

information is in analog form.

162. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 147 wherein the sound

reproduction device is configured to operate in at least two modes:
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a first mode wherein the sound reproduction device produces audible sound from
audio information received from the computer via the connector; and
a second mode wherein the sound reproduction device produces audible sound

from the AM/FM radio tuner.

163. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 162 further comprising
one or more control buttons on the housing, wherein at least one of the control buttons is
configured to control a user function of the computer via the connector when the sound
reproduction device is operating in the first mode, and configured to control a user
function of the AM/FM radio tuner when the sound reproduction device is operating in

the second mode.

164. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 162 further comprising a
plurality of preset buttons, wherein the preset buttons are assignable to a first set of user-
defined playlists when the sound reproduction device is configured to operate in the first
mode, and assignable to broadcast frequencies of the AM/FM radio tuner when the sound

reproduction device is configured to operate in the second mode.

165. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 164 further comprising a
scrolling button that, when activated, is configured to assign the plurality of preset

buttons to a second set of user-defined playlists.

166. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the
connection includes (i) an audio signal path configured to receive the audio information
from the computer and from the network via the computer and (i) a separate signal path

configured to transmit to the computer the signals for controlling the computer.

167. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143 wherein the sound

reproduction device is configured to respond to signals received from the computer.
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168. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 167 wherein signals to the
computer and signals from the computer to the sound reproduction device are transmitted

via a signal path of the connector.

169. (Previously presented) An audio system configured to connect to a separate
computer that has a plurality of user functions, a subset of the user functions relating to
control of audio information, the audio system comprising:

(A) a sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

control circuitry located within the housing; and

a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to
provide a physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction
device and the computer, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths
configured to (i) receive audio information from the computer, and (ii) transmit to the
computer signals for controlling the computer; and

(B) a remote control device configured to transmit signals representing at least a
first type of command from a user and a second type of command from a user to the
sound reproduction device, wherein the first type of command is a command to control_a
user function of the sound reproduction device and the second type of command is a
command to control a user function of the computer relating to control of audio
information,

wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive the signals from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such signals:

(i) control the user function of the sound reproduction device when the

user issues a command of the first type, and
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(i1) transmit to the computer, via a signal path of the connector, a signal
for controlling the user function of the computer when the user issues a command of the

second type.

170. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the

computer is a personal computer.

171. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the

connector comprises a dedicated cable.

172. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the
connector is configured to couple to the computer in close proximity to said sound

reproduction device.

173. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the
connector is configured to couple to the computer adjacent to said sound reproduction

device.

174. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169 further comprising an

AM/FM radio tuner located at least partially within the housing.

175. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 174 further comprising an

alarm clock located at least partially within the housing.

176. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command selected from the
group consisting of commands for controlling the volume of the sound reproduction
device, controlling the power setting of the sound reproduction device, and muting the

sound of the sound reproduction device.
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177. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 174, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command for selecting the

AM/FM radio tuner as the audio source for the sound reproduction device.

178. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command for selecting the

computer as the audio source for the sound reproduction device.

179. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command selected from the
group consisting of commands for causing the computer to play a music file, causing the
computer to pause the play of a music file, causing the computer to select a playlist,
causing the computer to select the next or previous music file, causing the computer to
select an assemblage of music files based on a first type of metadata included in the
music files, causing the computer to repeat the play of a music file, and causing the

computer to shuffle the play of selected music files.

180. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 179, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command for causing the
computer to select an assemblage of music files based on a first type of metadata
included in the music files, and the assemblage is based on information about the music

genre.

181. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 179, wherein the remote
control is configured to transmit a signal representing a command for causing the
computer to select an assemblage of music files based on a first type of metadata

included in the music files.
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182. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 181, wherein the

assemblage is based on information about the music artist.

183. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 181, wherein the

assemblage is based on information about the album associated with the music files.

184. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 181, wherein the remote
control is further configured to transmit a signal representing a command for causing the
computer to select a subset of the assemblage of music files based on a second type of

metadata included in the music files.

185. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 184, wherein the
assemblage is based on information about the music genre, and the subset is based on

information about the music artist.

186. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the audio

information is in digital form.

187. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the audio

information is in analog form.

188. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169 wherein the sound
reproduction device is configured to operate in at least two modes:

a first mode wherein the sound reproduction device produces audible sound from
audio information received from the computer via the connector; and

a second mode wherein the sound reproduction device produces audible sound

from the AM/FM radio tuner.
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189. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 188 further comprising
one or more control buttons on the housing, wherein at least one of the control buttons is
configured to control, via the connector, a user function of the computer relating to
control of audio information when the sound reproduction device is operating in the first
mode, and configured to control a user function of the AM/FM radio tuner when the

sound reproduction device is operating in the second mode.

190. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 188 further comprising a
plurality of preset buttons, wherein the preset buttons are assignable to a first set of user-
defined playlists when the sound reproduction device is configured to operate in the first
mode, and assignable to broadcast frequencies of the AM/FM radio tuner when the sound

reproduction device is configured to operate in the second mode.

191. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 190 further comprising a
scrolling button that, when activated, is configured to assign the plurality of preset

buttons to a second set of user-defined playlists.

192. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the
connection includes (i) an audio signal path configured to receive the audio information
from the computer and (i) a separate signal path configured to transmit to the computer

signals for controlling the computer.

193. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the sound

reproduction device is configured to respond to signals received from the computer.
194. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 193, wherein signals to

the computer and signals from the computer to the sound reproduction device are

transmitted via a signal path of the connector.
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195. (Previously presented) An audio system configured to connect to a separate
computer, the audio system comprising:

(A) a sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

control circuitry located within the housing; and

a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to
provide a physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction
device and the computer, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths
configured to (i) receive audio information from the computer, (ii) transmit to the
computer signals for controlling the computer, and (iii) receive signals from the
computer; and

(B) a remote control device configured to transmit signals representing at least a
first type of command from a user and a second type of command from a user to the
sound reproduction device, wherein the first type of command is a command to controla
user function of the sound reproduction device and the second type of command is a
command to control a user function of the computer,

wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive the signals from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such signals:

(i) control the user function of the sound reproduction device when the
user issues a command of the first type, and
(i1) transmit to the computer, via a signal path of the connector, a signal

for controlling the user function of the computer when the user issues a command of the

second type.

196. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the

computer is a personal computer.
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197. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the
connection includes (i) an audio signal path configured to receive the audio information
from the computer and (i) a separate signal path configured to transmit to the computer

signals for controlling the computer.

198. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the audio

information is in digital form.

199. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the audio

information is in analog form.

200. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the audio

information comprises digital music files stored on the computer.

201. (Canceled).

202. (Canceled).

203. (Previously presented) An audio system configured to connect to a separate
computer that has a plurality of user functions, a subset of the user functions relating to
control of audio information, and is configured to provide audio information from any
one of a plurality of sources, including digital music files stored on the computer and a
network accessible by the computer, the audio system comprising:

(A) a sound reproduction device comprising:

a housing;

one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more speakers;

control circuitry located within the housing; and
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a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to
provide a physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction
device and the computer, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths
configured to (i) receive audio information from the computer corresponding to the
digital music files stored on the computer and audio information from the network via the
computer, (ii) transmit to the computer signals for controlling the computer, and (iii)
receive signals from the computer; and

(B) a remote control device configured to transmit signals representing at least a
first type of command from a user and a second type of command from a user to the
sound reproduction device, wherein the first type of command is a command to control a
user function of the sound reproduction device and the second type of command is a
command to control a user function of the computer,

wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive the signals from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such signals:

(i) control the a user function of the sound reproduction device when the
user issues a command of the first type, and

(i1) transmit to the computer, via a signal path of the connector, a signal
for controlling the user function of the computer when the user issues a command of the

second type.

204. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the
connection includes (i) an audio signal path configured to receive the audio information
from the computer and from the network via the computer and (i) a separate signal path

configured to transmit to the computer signals for controlling the computer.

205. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the audio

information is in digital form.
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206. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the audio

information is in analog form.

207. (Canceled).

208. (Canceled).

209. (Previously presented) A system comprising;:

(A) a computer having a plurality of user functions, a subset of the user functions
relating to control of audio information, and comprising;:

(a) a storage device configured to store a plurality of digital music files, each
music file including within the music file at least a first and second type of metadata that
characterizes the music file; and

(b) a display for displaying a user interface configured to present a first
assemblage of the plurality of music files in a first set of groups according to the first
type of metadata associated with the music files, and, in response to a user selection of a
group in the first assemblage, present a second assemblage of the music files in the
selected group, wherein the second assemblage presents the music files in the selected
group in a second set of groups according to the second type of metadata associated with
the music files in the selected group;

(B) a sound reproduction device comprising;:

(a) a housing;

(b) one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

(c) an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more
speakers;

(d) control circuitry located within the housing; and

(e) a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to
provide a physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction

device and the computer, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths
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configured to (i) receive audio information from the computer, and (ii) transmit to the
computer signals for controlling the computer; and
(C) a remote control device configured to transmit signals representing at least a
first type of command from a user and a second type of command from a user to the
sound reproduction device, wherein the first type of command is a command to control a
user function of the sound reproduction device and the second type of command is a
command to control a user function of the computer relating to control of audio
information,
wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive the signals from the remote
control and, in response to receiving such signals:
(i) control the user function of the sound reproduction device when the
user issues a command of the first type, and
(i1) transmit to the computer, via a signal path of the connector, a signal
for controlling the user function of the computer when the user issues a control command

of the second type.

210. (Previously presented) The system of claim 209, wherein the computer
further comprises:
(a) a processor; and
(b) instructions stored on a computer-readable media that, when executed, cause
the processor to:
(i) assemble the plurality of music files into a first set of groups based on
the first metadata associated with each respective music file; and
(i1) assemble the plurality of music files into a second set of groups based

on the second metadata associated with each respective music file.

211. (Previously presented) The system of claim 209, wherein the computer is a

personal computer.
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212. (Previously presented) The system of claim 209, wherein the sound

reproduction device is configured to respond to signals received from the computer.

213. (Previously presented) The system of claim 212, wherein signals to the
computer and signals from the computer to the sound reproduction device are transmitted

via a signal path of the connector.

214. (Previously presented) The system of claim 209, wherein the computer is
further configured to provide audio information from any one of a plurality of sources,
including digital music files stored on the computer and a network accessible by the
computer; and wherein the sound reproduction device is configured to received, via the
connector, audio information from the computer corresponding to the digital music files

and audio information from the network.

215. (Canceled).

216. (Canceled).

217. (Previously presented) The system of claim 214, wherein the sound

reproduction device further includes an audio source.

218. (Previously presented) The system of claim 217, wherein the audio source of

the sound reproduction device comprises an AM/FM radio tuner.

219. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the computer

is a personal computer.

220. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the computer

is a personal computer.
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221. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 143, wherein the sound
reproduction device further comprises a digital to analog converter configured to convert
digital audio information from the computer to analog representations of the audio

information for reproduction by the sound reproduction device.

222. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 169, wherein the sound
reproduction device further comprises a digital to analog converter configured to convert
digital audio information from the computer to analog representations of the audio

information for reproduction by the sound reproduction device.

223. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 195, wherein the sound
reproduction device further comprises a digital to analog converter configured to convert
digital audio information from the computer to analog representations of the audio

information for reproduction by the sound reproduction device.

224. (Previously presented) The audio system of claim 203, wherein the sound
reproduction device further comprises a digital to analog converter configured to convert
digital audio information from the computer to analog representations of the audio

information for reproduction by the sound reproduction device.

225. (Previously presented) The system of claim 209, wherein the sound
reproduction device further comprises a digital to analog converter configured to convert
digital audio information from the computer to analog representations of the audio

information for reproduction by the sound reproduction device.

226. (New) A system comprising:
(A) a computer having a plurality of user functions, a subset of the user functions

relating to control of audio information, and comprising;:
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(a) a processor;

(b) a display; and

(c) a storage device configured to store a plurality of digital music files, each
music file including within the music file at least a first and second type of metadata that
characterizes the music file,

the storage device further including instructions that, when executed by the
processor, present a user interface on the display that shows a first assemblage of the
plurality of music files in a first set of groups according to the first type of metadata
associated with the music files, and, in response to a user selection of a group in the first
assemblage, shows a second assemblage of the music files in the selected group, wherein
the second assemblage presents the music files in the selected group in a second set of
groups according to the second type of metadata associated with the music files in the
selected group;

(B) a sound reproduction device comprising;:

(a) a housing;

(b) one or more speakers located at least partially within the housing;

(c) an amplifier located within the housing for powering the one or more
speakers;

(d) control circuitry located within the housing; and

(e) a connector located at least partially within the housing that is configured to
provide a physical and electrical connection exclusively between the sound reproduction
device and the computer, wherein the connection includes one or more signal paths
configured to (i) receive audio information from the computer, and (ii) transmit to the
computer signals for controlling the computer; and

(C) a remote control device configured to transmit signals representing at least a
first type of command from a user and a second type of command from a user to the
sound reproduction device, wherein the first type of command is a command to control a

user function of the sound reproduction device and the second type of command is a
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command to control a user function of the computer relating to control of audio
information,
wherein the control circuitry is configured to receive the signals from the remote

control and, in response to receiving such signals:

(i) control the user function of the sound reproduction device when the
user issues a command of the first type, and

(i1) transmit to the computer, via a signal path of the connector, a signal
for controlling the user function of the computer when the user issues a control command

of the second type.
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REMARKS

Claims 143-200, 203-206, 209-214, and 217-225 are pending. New independent
claim 226 has been added to more clearly define the invention. No new matter has been
added.

Applicant asks that all claims be examined in view of the amendment to the
claims.

The fees for excess claim fees are being paid concurrently herewith on the
Electronic Filing System (EFS) by way of Deposit Account authorization. Please apply
any necessary charges or credits to Deposit Account 06-1050, referencing the above

attorney docket number.
Respectfully submitted,

Date:/June 1, 2012/ /Dorothy P. Whelan/

Dorothy P. Whelan
Reg. No. 33,814
Customer Number 26162
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Telephone: (612) 335-5070
Facsimile: (877) 769-7945

60773412.doc
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