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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

HOUSTON DIVISION

WESTERNGECO LLC * 09-CV-1827
* Houston, Texas

VS. *
*

ION GEOPHYSICAL
CORPORATION, FUGRO
GEOTEAM, INC., ET AL

*
*
*

7:38 a.m.

August 7, 2012

JURY TRIAL

Volume 11

Morning Session

BEFORE THE HONORABLE KEITH P. ELLISON
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

APPEARANCES:

FOR THE PLAINTIFF:
Lee L. Kaplan
SMYSER, KAPLAN & VESELKA, LLP
700 Louisiana, Suite 2300
Houston, Texas 77002
713.221.2300

Gregg F. LoCascio
KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP
655 Fifteenth Street Northwest
Washington, DC 20005
202.879.5290

Sarah Tsou
Timothy K. Gilman
KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP
Citigroup Center
153 East 53rd Street
New York, New York 10022
212.446.6435
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FOR ION GEOPHYSICAL CORPORATION:
David L. Burgert
Susan Kopecky Hellinger
Jonathan M. Pierce
Jonna N. Stallings
Ray T. Torgerson
Eric D. Wade

PORTER & HEDGES LLP
Reliant Energy Plaza
1000 Main Street, 36th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713.226.6694

FOR FUGRO GEOTEAM, INC.:
Gordon T. Arnold
Jason A. Saunders
Anthony Hong
ARNOLD KNOBLOCH LLP
4900 Woodway Drive
Suite 900
Houston, Texas 77056

James M. Thompson
ROYSTON RAYZOR VICKERY & WILLIAMS LLP
Pennzoil Place
711 Louisiana Street, Suite 500
Houston, Texas 77002
713.890.3218

Court Reporter:
Johnny C. Sanchez, RPR, RMR, CRR
515 Rusk, #8016
Houston, Texas 77002
713.250.5581

Proceedings recorded by mechanical stenography. Transcript
produced by computer-assisted transcription.
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this was mainly my work, but that I wanted Simon Bittleston

to be included because he was my superior, but also because

he was the one that originally proposed this at the outset

of this project.

Having said that, I believe that most of the

ideas came from me.

Q. In the discoveries that are memorialized in your

patents, was it your intent that you explain in the

patents how to control a streamer both vertically and

horizontally in the water?

A. If I understand the question correctly, this means

whether our desire was to steer a streamer both vertically

and laterally, then -- laterally, then the answer is yes.

Q. All right. And was it your belief and your intent

when you described that invention that one device or one

steering device be able to accomplish both those goals?

A. Absolutely.

Q. We've shown you Exhibit 5 which is another patent

that WesternGeco has sued ION concerning, and this is what

we call the '038 patent. It's issued to Mark Zajac.

Have you looked at this patent before?

How long -- when did you first know of the existence of

this patent?

A. I don't know, but that must have been after I started

with PGS.

Case 4:09-cv-01827   Document 495    Filed in TXSD on 08/08/12   Page 92 of 187

Ex. PGS 1009




