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1mon·i·tor noun \ˈmä-nə-tər\

Definition of MONITOR

a:  a student appointed to assist a teacher 

b:  one that warns or instructs 

c:  one that monitors or is used in monitoring: as (1):  a 
cathode-ray tube used for display (as of television pictures or 
computer information) (2):  a device for observing a biological 
condition or function 

: MONITOR LIZARD

[Monitor, first ship of the type]

a:  a heavily armored warship formerly used in coastal 
operations having a very low freeboard and one or more 
revolving gun turrets 

b:  a small modern warship with shallow draft for coastal 
bombardment 

:  a raised central portion of a roof having low windows or 
louvers for providing light and air 

— mon·i·to·ri·al adjective
— mon·i·tor·ship noun

See monitor defined for English-language learners »
See monitor defined for kids »

Examples of MONITOR

They watched the press conference on a video monitor in a 
back room.

We put a baby monitor in the nursery.

U.N. weapons monitors and inspectors.

Origin of MONITOR

Latin, one that warns, overseer, from monēre to warn —
more at MIND

First Known Use: 1546

Other Computer-Related Terms

adware, flash, kludge, phishing, recursive, router

2monitor transitive verb

Test Your Vocabulary
Take Our 10-Question Quiz

Name That Thing
Take our visual vocab quiz

Test Your Knowledge »

True or False?
A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing

Take It Now »

Spell It
The commonly misspelled words quiz

Hear It, Spell It »

A Handy Guide to Ruffians, 
Rapscallions, Cads & More
Top 10 Charming Words for Nasty People

Secrets of the SCRABBLE 
Masters
Top 10 Words to Win at SCRABBLE

Get Our Free Apps 
Voice Search, Favorites,
Word of the Day, and More 
iPhone | iPad | Android | More

Join Us on FB & Twitter 
Get the Word of the Day and More 
Facebook | Twitter

Monitor is currently in the top 30% of lookups 
on Merriam-Webster.com.

See a list of the most popular words.
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Merriam-Webster on Facebook

: to watch, observe, listen to, or check (something) for a 
special purpose over a period of time

mon·i·tored mon·i·tor·ing

Full Definition of MONITOR

:  to watch, keep track of, or check usually for a special 
purpose 

Examples of MONITOR

Nurses constantly monitored the patient's heart rate.

We're in a good position to monitor and respond to 
customer concerns.

Government agents have been monitoring the enemy's radio 
communications.

First Known Use of MONITOR

1924

Related to MONITOR

Synonyms
cover, watch, keep an eye on

Related Words
surveil; eye; behold, espy, look, note, notice, observe, 
regard, see, sight, spy, view, witness; gape, gawk, gaze, 
glare, goggle, peer, rubberneck, stare; glance, glimpse, 
peek, peep

more

Learn More About MONITOR

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "monitor"

Spanish Central Translation: "monitor" in Spanish

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "monitor"

Browse

Next Word in the Dictionary: monitor lizard
Previous Word in the Dictionary: monition
All Words Near: monitor

Seen & Heard 

What made you want to look up monitor? Please tell us where 
you read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).

View Seen & Heard highlights from around the site »

Browse the Dictionary

The Merriam-Webster 
Unabridged Dictionary 

Online access to a 
legendary resource 
Log In or Sign Up »

Learning English? 
We can help. 

Visit our free site designed 
especially for learners and 
teachers of English 
LearnersDictionary.com »

Our Dictionary, 
On Your Devices 
Merriam-Webster, 
With Voice Search
Get the Free Apps! »

Merriam-Webster's 
Visual Dictionaries 

The new edition of the 
remarkable reference 
features 8,000 
illustrations. 
Learn More »

Join Us 
Merriam-Webster
on Twitter »

Merriam-Webster
on Facebook »

Bookstore: Digital and Print 
Merriam-Webster references for Mobile, 
Kindle, print, and more. See all »

Other Merriam-Webster Dictionaries 
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary »

WordCentral for Kids »

Learner's ESL Dictionary »

Spanish Central »
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