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functional group to furan 
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func'tional group', n. a group of atoms responsible for the charac- , 
teristic behavior of the class of compounds in which the group occurs, 
as the hydroxyl group in alcohols. [1935-40) 

funcltional iIIitferate, n. a person with some basic education who 
still falls short of a minimum standard of literacy or whose reading 
and writing skills are inadequate to everyday needs. [1945-50J 
-func/tional il/it'eracy, n.. -func'tlonally iIIitferate, adj. 

func_tion_al_ism (fungk/sha nl iz'am), n. 1. (often cap.) a. a design 
movement evolved esp. in the early 20th century, adVocating that 
form and design be detern:i.ined by practical issues, as materials, con
struction, an.d purpose, with aesthetic·effect subordinated to function
ality. b. the doctrines and practices <1.(lsodated with this movement. 2. 
a school of psychology that emphasizes the adaptiveness of mental 
and behavioral processes. 3. SociaL a theoretical orientation that 
views society as a system of interdependent parts whose functions 
contribute to the stability and survival of the system. [191O-15J 
-func'tion_aloist, n., adj. -func/tlonoalois'tk .. adj. 

funcotion_al.l_ty (fungk/sha nalli te), n.. the state or quality of being 

comprising all the fungus groups and sometimes also the slime molds. 
Also called Mycota. [< NL; see FUNGUS] 

fungi-, a combining form representing FUNGUS: fungicide. 

functional; usefulness. [1870-75] 
func'tional shiftl, n. a change in the grammatical function of a 

word, as in the use of the noun input as a verb. 
funcotion_ar.y (fungk/sha ner/e), n ... pl. -aroies. a person who func

tions in a specified capacity; an official: civil seroants arui other func
tionaries. [1785-95;. < F] 

func'tion key/, n.. a.key on a computer keyboard used alone or with 
other keys for operations. 

func'tlon word', n. a word, as a preposition, conjunction, or article, 
that chiefly expresses grammatical relationships and has little seman
tic content of its own (disting. from content word). [1935-40] 

funcotor (fungk/tar), n. that which functions; Operator. [1935-40) 
fund (fund), n. 1. a supply of money or monetary resources, as for 

some purpose .. 2. supply; stock: a fund of knoWledge. 3. funds, 
money immediately available; pecuniary resources. 4. an organization 
created to manage the resources of a monetary fund. -v.t. 5. to allo
cate or provide funds for (a program, project, etc.). 6. to provide a 
fund to pay the interest or principal of (a debt). [1670-80; < L fun
dus bottom, foundationJ 

fun·daoment (fun/da mant), n.. 1; the buttocks. 2. the anus. 3. a 
base or basic principle; underlying part; foundation. [1250-1300; ME 
fondement < OF < L fundO.mentum foundation. See FOUND', -MENT] 

fun_da.men_tal (fun/da men/tl), adj. 1. seJ;Ving as, or being an es-
sential part of, a foundation or basis; basic; underlying: fundamental 
principles. 2. ot; pertaining to, or affecting the foundation or basis: a. 
fundamental revision. 3. being an original or primary source: a. funda
mental idea. -no 4. a basic principle, rule, law, or the lilee that serves 
as the groundwork of a system; essential part. 5. a. the root of a 
chord in music. b. the lowest component in a series of harmonics. 6. 
Physics. the component of lowest frequency in a composite wave. 
[1400-50; late ME < ML fundiimentiilisl -fun/daomen/taloly, adv. 

fun.da-men.taloism (fun/da men/tJ iz/am), n. 1. (sometimes cap.) a 
movement in American Protestantism that arose in the early part of 
the 20th century in reaction to Modernism and that stresses the infalli
bility of the Bible not only in matters of faith and morals but also as a 
literal historical record. 2. the beliefs held by those in this movement. 
3. strict adherence to any set of basic ideas or principles. [1920-25, 
Amer.] -fun/daomen/taloist, n., adj. 

fundI-raise' or fund'raise/, v., -raised, -rais.ing. -v.t. 1. to collect 
by fund-raising. -V.i. 2. to engage in fund-raiSing. [1970-75] 

fund'-rais/er or fund'rais/er, n. 1. a person who solicits contribu
tions. 2. a social gathering held for such solicitation. [1955-60] 

fund'-rais/ing or fund/raisfing, n. the act or process ·of raising 
funds by soliciting contributions or pledges. [1935-40] 

fun_dus (fun/das), n., pL -di (-rul. Anat. the base of a hollow organ, 
or the part furthest from the aperture. [<; L) -fun'dic, adj. 

Fun.dy "(fun/de), n. Bay of. an inlet of the Atlantic in SE Canada, be
tween New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, having swift tidal currents. 

Fa_nen (fy/nan), n. German name of FYN. 
fu_neroal (fyoo/nar all, n. 1. the ceremonies for a dead person prior 

to burial or cremation; obsequies. 2. a funeral procession. -adj. 3. of 
or pertaining to a funeral: funeral seroices; funeral expenses. 
-Idiom. 4. be someone's funeral, InformaL to have unpleasant con
sequences for someone. [1505-15; < MF funerailles < ML fiineriilia, 
neut. pI. of fiineriilis, der. of L fiiner-, s. of fiinus funeral rites] 

fu1neral dlrec/tor, n. a person, usu. a licensed embalmer, who su
pervises or conduct~ the preparation of the dead for burial and directs 
or arranges funerals. [1885-90, Amer.] 

fulneral. home', n. an establishment where the dead are prepared 
for burial or cremation, where the body may be viewed, and where 
funerals are often held. Also called fu'nera! par/lor. [1935-40, Amer.] 

fu.ner.aroy (fy&)fna rer/e), adj. of or pertaining to a funeral or bur-
ial:.a funerary um. [1685-95; < LL filneriirius. See FUNERAL, -ARY) . 

fu·ne_re.al (fyoo ner/e al), adj. 1. of or suitable for a funeral: fune
real blnc.k. 2. mournful; gloomy; dismal: a funereal atnwsphere. 
[1715-25; <; L fiinere(u.s) of, belonging to a FUNERAL] -fuone/re. 
aloly, adv. 

fun' fair/, n. an amusement park. [1920-25J 
fun-fest (fun/fest!), n. a party or other gathering for fun. Chiefly Brit. 
funogal (fung/gal), adj. fungous. [182S-35; < NLJ 
fun.gi (fun/jf, fung/gtl, n. a pI. of FUNGUS. 

fun_gi_ble (fun/ja bOIl), adj. (of goods) exchangeable or replaceable, 
in whole or in part, for another of like nature or kind. [1755-65; < 
ML fungibilis, der. of L fungm to perform the office of] -fun/giobll/_ 
i.ty, n. 

fun.gi_cide (fun/ja sid/, fung/ga-), n. a substance used for destroying 
fungi. [1885-90] -fun/gi_dd'al, adj. -fun/gi.cid'al.ly, adv. . 

funogi.form (fun/ja fermI, fung/ga-), adj. having the fonn of a fun
gus or mushroom. [1815-25) 

fun_go (fung'gB), n., pL -goes. 1. (in practice sessions) a baseball 
tossed by the batter into the air and struck as it comes down. 2. a 
batted ball, esp. a fly ball, hit in this manner. 3. Also called fun'go 
batl. a long, narrow bat used for fungoes. [1865-70J 

fun_goid (tung/goid), adj. 1. resembling or of the nature of a fungus. 
-no 2. a growth having the characteristics of a fungus. [1830-40] 

funogous (fung'gas), adj. 1. of, pertaining to, or caused by fungi; 
fungal .. 2. of the nature of·or resembling a fungus. [1375-1425; late 
ME < L fungosus fungous, spongy. See FUNGUS, -OUS] 

fun.gus (fung/gas), n... pl. fun.gl (fun/jr, fung/gi), fun.gusoes. any 
member of the kingdom Fungi (or division Thallophyta of the king
dom Plantae), comprising single-celled. or multinucleate organisms 
that live by decomposing and absorbing the organic material in which 
they grow: includes the mushrooms, molds, mildeWs, smuts, rusts, 
and yeasts. [1520-30; < L: fungus; SFONGE] -funogic (fun/jik), adj. 

funl housel, n. (in an amusement park) a building having devices 
for surpriSing and amusing patrons as they walk through it. [1945-50] 

fu-nic-u_lar (fyoo nik/ya Jar), adj. 1. of or pertaining to a rope or 
cord, or its tension. 2. worked by a rope or the lilee. -no 3. FUNICULAR 
RAILWAY. [1655-65; < L fiiniculCus) (see FUNICULUS) + -AR1J 

funic'ular raillway, n. a very steep cable railway operating in such 
a way that the ascending and descending cars are counterbalanced. 

fu_nic.u.lus (fyOb nik/ya las), n., pL -Ii (-Jil). 1. any cordlike struc-
ture, esp. certain nerve bundles. 2. the stalk of an ovule. [1655-65; 
< L: small rope, cord = fiiniCs) rope, line + ·culus -CULElJ 

funk' (fungk), n. 1. cowering fear; state of great fright or terror. 2. a 
dejected mood; depression. -v.t. 3. to be afraid of. 4. to frighten. 5. 
to shrink from; try to shirk. -V.i. 6. to shrink or quail in fear. [1735-
45] -funk'er, n. 

funk2 (fungk), n. 1. music having a funky quality. 2. the state or 
quality of being funky. 3. a strong smell; stench. [1615-25) 

funk_y' (funglIce), adj., funkoioer, funk_i_est. terrified. [1830-40] 
funk.y~ (tunglIce), adj., funk'oj_er, funkojoest. 1. having an earthy, 

blues-based character: funky jazz. 2. Slang. offbeat, odd, or quirky, as 
in appearance or style: funky clothes. 3. having an offensive smell; 
foul-smelling. [1905-10, Amer.) -funk/ioly, adv. -funk/i.ness, n. 

fun_nel (funlJ), n.; v., -neled, -nel_ing or (esp. Brit.) ·nelled, -neloling. 
-no 1, a cone-shaped utensil with a tube at the apex for conducting 
liquid or other substance through a small opening, as into a bottle, 
jug, or the like. 2. a smokestack, esp. of a steamship. 3. a flue, tube: 
or shaft, as for ventilation. -V.t. 4. to concentrate or focus: They fun
neled their profits into research projects. 5. to pour through or as if 
through a funnel. -V.i. 6. to pass through or as if through a funnel. 
[1375-1425; late ME fane! < early Gascon fonilh« L iNFUNDIBULUM] 

fun'nel cloud/, n. a rapidly rotating f)mnel-shaped cloud extending 
downward from the base of a cumulonimbus cloud, which, if it 
touches the surface of the earth, is a tornado or waterspout, 

fun-nel_form (fun/l form!), adj. infundibuliform. [1820-30] 
fun_ny (fun/e), adj., -nloer, -nioest,. n., pl. -nies, adv. -adj. 1. provid

ing fun; amusing; comical: a funny joke. 2. attempting to amuse; face
tious. 3. warranting suspicion; underhanded; deceitful: There was 
something funny.about those extra charges. 4. Informal.. insolent; im
pertinent: Don't get funny with me, mister. 5. curious; strange; pecu
liar; odd: Her speech lUIs d. funny twang. -n.. 6. Informal. a funny re
mark or story; joke: to make a. funny. 7. fUnnies, a. comic strips. b. 
Also called funny paper. the section of a newspaper reserved for 
comic strips, word games, etc. -adv. 8. Infomw.l. peculiarly. [1750-
60] -fun1nioly, adv. -fun/nl.ness, n.. 

fun'ny bone/, n.. 1. the part of the elbow where the ulnar nerve pas
ses close to the surface and which, when struck, causes a peculiar tin
gling sensation in the arm and hand. 2. a sense of hwnor. [1830-40] 

fun'ny book/, n. Older Use. COMIC BOOK. [1945-50J 
fun1ny farm/, n.. Slang. a psychiatric hospital. [1955-60J 
funony.oman (fun/e man!), n., pl. -men. a comedian or humorist. 
fun'ny mon'ey, n. Slang. 1. counterfeit currency. 2. currency of lit

tle value, as of a nation whose currency has beeri artificially inflated 
or recently devaluated. [1940-45J 

fun'ny pa/per, n. FUNNY (def. 7b), [1870-75, Amer.] 

Fun_gi (fun/ji, fung/gi), n. (used with a pI. v.) a taxonomic kingdom, 
or in some classification schemes a division of the kingdom Plantae, 

fur (ffir), n., adj., V., furred, furoring. -no 1. the fine, soft, thick, 
hairy coat of the skin of a mammal. 2. the skin Of certain animals, as 
minks or beavers, covered with this, used for garments, trimmings, 
etc. 3. a garment made of fur. 4. any coating resembling or suggest
ing fur, as certain matter on the tongue. -adj. 5. of, pertaining to, or 
dealing in fur, animal skins, dressed pelts, etc.: a fur coat; a fur 
trader. -v.t. 6. to line, face, or trim with fur. 7. to apply furring to (a 
wall, ceiling, etc.). 8. to clothe (a person) with fur. 9. to coat with 
foul or deposited matter. -Idiom. 10. make the fur fly, a. to cause 
a disturbance. b. to do something quickly. [1300-50; ME fuITe der. of 
fuITen to trim with fur < AF, OF sheath <; GmcJ -fur'less, adj. 

fur., furlong. 
fu_ran (fyoor/an, fyoo ranI), n. a colorless, liquid, unsaturated, five-
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membered heterocyclic com 
used chiefly in organic synth 
G FuRFURAN (1879); see FURFUI 

fur'bearfer or furl-bear/e 
fur is of commercial value. [. 

fur.be-Iow Cfurlba 15'), n. 1 
trimming or finery. -V.t. 3. I 
[1670-80; alter. of falbala < 

furobish (fUrlbish), V.t. 1. t 
good condition (often fol. by 
forbiss-, long s. of forbir to : 
clean) -fur/bish_er, n. 

fur.cate (adj. ffir/kat, -kit; v. 
forked; branching. -v.i. 2. 
furc(a) FORK + -ATEl] -fur., 

fur.cu.la (fUr'kya 101), n., r; 
[1855-60; <; L: a forked Prol 

fur.fUora-ceous (ffu/fya ra' 
2. resembling bran. 3. scaly; 
of L furfur bran, scaly infecti 

fur_fur_al (ffu/tya rail, -fa-: 
making plastics and refining 
tilled from bran (<; L furfur 

fu_ri_ous (fyoor/e as), adj .. 
furious letter of accusation. ;; 
of unrestrained energy, spee 
L furiosus. See FURY, -ous] -

furl (fUrl), v.t. 1. to gather 
against a spar or q. flag aga 
-no 3. the act of furling. 4. 
in same sense] -furlla-ble, 

furolong (fUr/lang, -long), I 
(201 m) or '/i of a mile (0.; 
lang length of a furrow. See 

fur_lough (fUr/lo), n. 1. E 
granted to a person in milita 
off from work. 3. a tempora 
oner from a penitentiary. -
employee or worker) off fro: 
of earlier {urlogh, furloff • 
LEAVE") 

furonace (fUr/nis), n. 1. a", 
be generated, as for heatil 
steam. 2. a place characte 
fumeis, fumais < OF fomai 

furonish (ror/nish), V.t.· 1. tc 
sary appliances, esp. furnitu 
with): The delay furnished 
fumiss-, long s. of fumir 
nishoer, n. -Syn. FURNISH 
thing necessary or useful. F' 

or customary objects or ser 
nish a bedroom With a bed, 
word, now usu. used in t"t 
pletely with all requisites 0: 
well-appointed hotel; a fuUJ 
with necessary materials or 
or undertalcing; it emphasiz 
a. soldier. 

furonish-ing (flir/ni shing), 
etc., for a house or room. 
furnishings. 2. that with wh 

fur_ni_ture (fur/ni char), n. 
or cabinets, required for liE 
like. 2. fittings, apparatus, I 

pieces of wood or metal for 
[1520-30; <; F foumiture, d 

fu_ror (fyoorNlr, -ar), n. 1. 
ment, controversy, or the Ii] 
fury; rage; madness. Also, I 

75; late ME fureor < MF <; 

furred (rord), adj. 1. havint 
3. clad in fur or furs, as per 

fur.ri_er' (fur/e ar), n. a pc 
makes, repairs, or cleans fIT 

fur_ri.e~ (fO..r/e ar), adj. co 
fur_ri_er_y (flli/e, are), n 

craftsmanship of a furrier. ~ 
furorinoer (ffu/a nar, fur/-), 
furoring (flir/ing), n. 1. th! 

fur. 2. the fur used. 3. the 
thing, as on the tongue. 4. 
like (furlring strips/) to a VI 
support for lath. b. material 

furorow (flli/B, fur/B) , n., 
groove made in the ground, 
trenchlike depression in ar 
furrows in. 4. to make WTl 

-v.i. 5. to become furroWE 
OHG furCu)h, ON for] 

fur_ry (fUr/e), adj., furorioe 



interactive to interest 
in_teroac_tive (inltar all/tiv), adj. 1. acting upon one another. Z. (of 

a computer or program) characterized by immediate two-way commu
nication between a source of information and a user, who can initiate 
or respond to queries. [1825-35) -inlteroac'tiveoly, adv. 

in'terac'tive fic'tion. n. an adventure or mystery story, in the 
form of a video game or book, in which the player or reader is given 
choices as to how the story line is to develop. [1975-80) 

in_ter a_lI_a (in/teR iilIi iii; Eng. in/tar a/Ie ii, ii/Ie iI), adv. Latin. 
among other things. 

in_ter a.Ii_os (in/tea alii 5s'; Eng. in/tilr a/Ie Os/, alle-), adv. Latin. 
among other persons. . 

in_ter_A_mer_i_can (in/tar iI mer/! kan), adj. of or pertaining to 
some or all of the countries of North, Central,' and South America. 
[1935] 

in.terobreed (in/tar bred'), V., -bred, -breedoing. -V.t. 1. to cross
breed (a plant or animal). 2. to cause to breed together. -v.i. 3. to 
crossbreed; hybridiZe. 4. to breed or mate with a closely related indi
vidual, as in a s'mall, closed population. [1855-60] 

In.ter.ca.lar.y (in tilr/ka ler/e, inltar kaVa re), adj. 1. interpolated; 
in,terposed. 2. inserted or interpolated in the calendar, as an extra day 
or month. 3. (of a year) having such an inserted day, month, etc. 
[1605-15; < L intercalarius =, intercal(are) to lNTERCALATE + -arius 
-ARyJ -inoter'ca_lar/j.ly, adv. . 

in.ter-ca.late (in rur/h liHl), v.t.. -Iatoed, -Iatolng. 1. to interpolate 
or in~ert; interpose. Z. to insert (an extra day, month, etc.) in the cal
endar. [1605-15; < L intercaliire to intercalate a day or month = IN
TER- + caliire to proclaim] -in·ter/ca.la/tion, rL -inoterfcaola/tive, 
adj. 

in_ter.cede (in/tar sed,), v.i., -cedoed, ~cedoing. 1. to interpose in be
half of someone, as by pleading or petition. 2. to attempt to reconcile 
differences between two people or groups; mediate. [1570-80; < L 
intercedere. See lNTER-, CEDE) -in/teroced'er, n. 

in_ter.cel_lu_lar (in/tar sel'ya lar), adj. situated between or among 
cells. [1825-35) 

in-ter.cept ,(v. in'tar sept/; n. in/tar sept'), V.t. 1. to take, seize, or 
hrut (someone or something on the way from one place to another); 
cut off from an intended destination: to intercept a messenger. 2. to 
secretly listen to or record (a transmitted communication). 3. to stop 
or inteITUpt the course, progress, or transmission of. 4. to take posses
sion of (a ball or puck) during an attempted pass by an opposing 
team. S. to stop or check (passage, traveL etc.): to intercept an es
cape. 6. to catch up to and destroy (an aircraft or missile). 7. Math. 
to mark off or include, as between two points or lines. 8. to intersect. 
9. Obs. to prevent the operation or effect of. 10. Obs. to cut off from 
access, sight, etc. -no 11. lNTERCEPTION. 12. an intercepted communi
cation. 13. Math. a. an intercepted segment of a line. b. (in a coordi
nate system) the distance from the origin to the point at which a 
curve or line intersects an axis. [1535-45; < L interceptus, ptp. of in
tempere to intercept "" inter- lNTER- + "cipere, comb. form of capere 
to take] -in/terocep/tive. adj. 

in-ter-cep.tion (in/tar sep'shan), n. 1. an_ act or instance of inter- , 
ceptlng. 2. the state or fact of being intercepted. [1590-1600; < L) 

in.ter_cep.tor or inoterocept.er (in/tar sep/tar), n. 1. a person or 
thing that intercepts. 2. a fighter airplane capabJe of speedily inter
cepting hostile aircraft. [1590-1600; < L] 

in.ter.ces.sion (in/tar sesh/an), n. 1. an act or instance of interced
ing. 2. an interposing or pleading on behalf of another person. 3. a 
prayer to God on behalf of another. [1400-50: late ME < L intercessiO 
= interced(ere) to INTERCEDE + -tiD -TION] -in/ter·ces/s[onoal, adj. 
-in/teroces'so.ry, adj. 

in_ter.ces_sor (inltar seslar, inltar ses/ar), rL a person who inter
cedes. 

in.ter_change (v. inltar cbanjl; n. in'tar chanj,), V., -changed, 
-changoing, n. -v.t. 1. to put each in the place of the other; cause 
(one thing)' to change places with another: to intercJumge pieces of 
rrwduIar furniture. 2. to, give and receive (things) reciprocally; ex
change. 3. to cause to follow one another .alternately. -v.i. 4. to oc
cur by turns or in succession; alternate. 5. to change places, as one 
with another. -no 6. an act or instance of interchanging. 7. a multi~ 
level highway intersection arranged so that vehicles may move from 
one road to another without crossing the streams of traffic. [1325-75; 
ME entrechaungen < MF entrecha.n.gier; see lNTER-, CHANGEJ -In/tero 
chang'er, n.. 

in.ter_change.aoble (in/tar chan/ja bail, adj. 1. (of two things) ca
pable of being put or used in the place of each other; interchangeable 
symbols. 2. (of one thing) capable of replacing or changing places 
with something else: an interchangeable part. [1400-50; Jate ME < 
MPJ -in/terochange/a_bil/l.ty, n. -In/terwchange'a.bly, adv. 

in_terwclav_iocle (in/tar klav'i kal), n. a median membrane bone de· 
veloped between the collarbones, or in front of the breastbone, in 
many vertebrates. [1865-70] -In/teroclaovic'u.lar (-k1a vik/ya lar), 
adj. 

in/ter-(ar/ib·be'an, adj. 
ln/ter_ca.rotlid, adj. . 
in/ter-car/pal, adj. 
in/terocar'rioer, n. 
in/terocaste', adJ 
in/ter.celle_bra'tion, n. 
In/ter_cell', adj. 

In/ter·ceore/bral, adj. 
In/ter·chaln/, V.t. 
inlter'chan'nel, adj. 
in/terochrolmooso/mal. adj. 
in/ter_church', adj. 
In/terocil'i_ar/y, adj. 
Inlter.dr'cle, v.t., -cled, -cling. 
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in_ter_col.leogiate (in/tar ka le/jit, ~je .it), adj. 1. taking place be
tween or participating in activities between different colleges. 2. of or 
representative of two or more colleges. [1870-75] 

in.ter.co.lum.ni_a_tion (inltar ka lumlne ii/shan), n. Archit. 1. the 
space between two adjacent columns, esp. the clear space between 
the lower parts of· the shafts. Z. the system of spacing between col
umns. [1655-65; < L intercolumni(wn) space between columns) 

in_ter_com (in/tar kom'), n. a communication system within a build
ing, airplane, etc., with a loudspeaker or receiver for listening and a 
microphone for .speaking at each of two or more points. [1935-40; 
shortening of intercommunication system] 

in_ter_com_mu_niocate (in/tar ka myoolrri kat!), v .• -cat.ed, -cato 
ing. -v.i. 1. to communicate mutually, as people. 2. to afford pa$
sage from one to another, as rQoms. -V.t. 3. to exchange (messages 
or communications) with one another. [1580-90; < ML) -in/tero 
com.mu'nioca~ble, adj. -in/ter.com.mu/nioca'tion, n. 

in_ter.com.mun_ion (in'tar ka myoon/yan), n. 1. mutual commun
ion, association, or relations. Z. a communion service among mem
bers of different denominations. [1755-65J 

in_terocon.nect (in/tar ka nekt/), v.t. 1. to connect with one an
other. -V.i. 2. to be or become connected or interrelated. -in/tero 
con_nect'ed_ness, n.. -in/terocon-nec'tion, n.. 

in_ter_con.ti_nen_tal (in'tar konlln en/tI), adj.' 1. between or 
among continents; involving two or more continents. Z. traveling or 
capable of traveling between continents. [1850-55) 

intercontinen'tal ballis'tic mis'sile, n. any supersonic missile 
that has a range of at least 3500 nautical mi. (6500 km) and follows a 
ballistic trajectory after a powered, guided launching. Abbr.; ICBM 
[1955-60] 

in.ter_con.ver.sion (inltar kiln vilr/zhan, -shan), n. conversion of 
each of two things into the other; reciprocal conversion. [1860-65] 

in.ter_cos.tal (in/tar kos/t!, -k6lstl), adj. 1. situated between the 
ribs. -no 2. an intercostal muscle or part. [1590-1600; < NL inter
costiilis. See lNTER-, COSTAL) -in/ter_cos'tal.ly, adv. 

inoterocourse (in/tar kars/, -kars'), n. 1. dealings or communication 
between individuals, groups, countries, etc. 2. interchange of 
thoughts, feelings, etc. 3. sexual relations or a sexual coupling, esp. 
coitus. [1425-75; late ME < ML] , 

in_ter.crop (v. in/tilr krop'; n. in/tar krop'), v., -cropped, -cropoping, 
n. -v.l. 1. to grow one crop between the row's of another, as in an 
orchard or field. -v. t 2. to grow a crop between the rows of. -rL 3. 
a crop plant growing between plants of a different crop. [1895-1900J 

in_ter_cross (v. inltar krosl, _kros/; n. inltar krDs/, -kros'), v.t. 1. to 
cross in interbreeding. -v.i. 2. to interbreed. -no 3. an instance of 
cross·fertilization. 

in.ter.cur.rent (jnltar kilr/ant, -kur/-), adj. (of a disease) occurring 
while another disease is in progress. [1605-15; < L intercurrent-,s. of 
intercnrrens, prp. of intercurrere to run between] 

in_ter_cut (in/tar kut/ , inltilr kut'), v .. ~cut -cut.ting, n. -V.L 1. to 
cut from one type of camera shot to another, as from a long shot to a 
closeup. -V.t. 2. to insert (shots from other scenes, flashbacks, etc.) 
into the narrative of a film. 3. to interrupt the narrative of (a film) 
with shots from other scenes, flashbacks, etc. -no 4. a film sequence 
or scene produced by intercutting. [1605-15] 

inoter_de_nomoiona_tion.al, (in/tar di nomla na/sha nl), adj. occur
ring between, involving, or common to different religions denomina-
tions. [1890-95] -ln/terode.nom/i.na'tion.al.ism, n. . 

in_ter.den_tal (in/tar den/tl), adj. 1. between teeth. Z. (of a conso
nant) articulated with the tip of the tongue between the upper and 
lower front teeth, as the fricatives (th) and (th) of thy and thigh. -in/
ter.den'tal_ly, adv. 

in.ter_de.part.men_tal (in/tar delpart men/ll, -di part-), adj. in
volving or existing between two or more departments; inter(1epart
mental rivalry. [1890-95) -inlter.de/part.men'taloly, adv. 

in.ter_de_pend.ent (in/tar di pen/dant), adj. mutually dependent; 
depending on each other. [1810-20) -in/ter-de_pend/ence, In/tero 
de_pend'enocy, n. -in/terode.pend'entoly, adv. 

in_tar_diet (n. in/tar dikt/; v. in'tar dikt'), n. 1. any prohibitory act 
or decree of a court or an administrative officer. Z. a punishment by 
which the faithful, remaining in communion with the Roman Catholic 
Church, are forbidden certain sacraments and prohibited from partici
pation in certain sacred acts. -v.t.. 3. to forbid; prohibit. 4. to cut off 
authoritatively from certain ecclesiastical functions and privileges. 5. 
a. to impede the flow of (troops, supplies, etc.) or hinder the use of (a 
road, airfield, etc.) by steady ground fire or bombing. b. to impede 
the shipment of (supplies, contraband, etc.) by military operations or 
other aggressive measures. [1250-1300; ME enterdit < OF < L in
terdictum prohibition = inter- INTER- + dfcere to speak;) -inlter.die'
tlon, rL -in/terodie'tor, n. -in/terodie'to_ry, adj. 

in_ter.disoci.pli_nar.y (in/tar dis/a pIa ner/e), adj. involving two or 
more disciplines or fields. [1935-40] . 

inotar_est (in/tar ist, -trist), n. 1. a feeling of haVing one's attention, 

In/terocir/cu_late/, V., -Iat.ed, 
-Iat_ing. 

in/terocit/y, adj. 
In/ter_clan'. adj. 
in/ter·class'. adj. 
in/terocler'iocal, adj. 
jn/teroclub', adI 

In/terocoastlal, adj. 
In/terocoohe/sion, 11. 

in/ter.col'lege, adj. 
in/ter_co.lofnioal, adj. 
in/ter-col/oonlze, V., -nlzed. 
-niz_lng. 

In/terocom/bi_na'tlon, n. 
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concern, or curiosity partlcul. 
interest in architecture. Z. son 
thing in which one is interE 
power to excite such feeling~ 
that 1wlds little interest for Tn. 

primary interest. 5. a busine~ 
share, concern, or responsibil 
the ownership of property or 
tion in a cause or in advantaE 
group exerting influence on al 
prise, industry, or sphere of , 
something in respect to adval 
benefit; advantage: We have 
for one's own advantage or 1 
personal importance or capal 
the use of money or for barr 
as a percentage of the amour 
riod, usu. one year. 14. some
equivalent He returned the in 
excite the attention or curiosi 
etc.) in something; involve. 1 
share: induce to participate. 
the sake of; on behalf of. [12 
ML, L: to concern, lit., to be 1 

'in_ter_estoed (in/tar a stid, -' 
terest or share; concerned. ; 
gaged. 3. influenced by persc 
ness. [1655-65] -in'ter·esto 

in'terest group/, n. a groU] 
cause of a common interest, ( 

in.ter_est_ing (in/tar a sting, 
exciting and holding the aUt 
[1705-15J -in/teroest.ing_ly 

in.teroface (n. inltar His/; v. 
-n.. 1. a surface regarded a! 
spaces, or phases. Z. the are" 
plines or fields of study. 3. 
between systems, equipment 
enables separate and 50metir 
or communicate. 5. communi 
ware or software designed to 
ware devices, between softw. 
grams, or between a comput 
interface. 8. to bring togethel 
interface. 10. to function as a 
directly; interact; coordinate. 

inoter.fa_clal (in/tar fa/shal) 
pertaining to or of the nature 

in.ter.fac.ing (in/tar fiilsing 
and outer fabric of a garment 

in.terofalth (in/tar fath,), a 
sons belonging to different re 

inoter_fere (in/tar fer'), v.i., 
tion or collision so as to h 
something: Constant distracti( 
the affairs of others; meddle; 
pose or intervene for a partic 
against another in moving, a 
obstruct the action of an a] 
rules. b. (in football) to run 
ball. 6. to come into colIisio 
cause interference. [1520-30; 
other = entre- lNTER- + fenr 
-inlterofer/lng.ly, adv. 

in.ter_fer_ence (in/tar ferIa 
terfering. Z. something that i: 
as of light or soun,d, of the 
cancel each other, the amplit 
the sum of the amplitudes 0: 
of radio signals, caused by th 
nals or device producing the 
teammate or of teammates i< 
blocking prospective tacklers 
such a teammate or such tea: 
hindering an opponent from 
distorting or inhibiting effect 
quent learning. [1775-85J -

in.ter_fer.om.e.ter (in/tar 
light into two or more beal 
them together to produce in 
index of refraction, and astr 
ment for measuring the ang! 

in/tero,om.mls'sion. n. 
in/ter.comomu'nal, adj. 
in/terocom/paony, adj. 
In/ter_comfpawraoble, adj. 
jn/terocomopare/, v.t., -pared, 
-par-jng. 

inlterocom-plex'ioty, n .. pL ~til 



monarchy to moniker 854 

monoaroehy (mon/'lr"lci!), n., pL -chies. 1. a government or state in or handling money: a money drawer. 12. of or pertaining to capital Of 
which the supreme power is actually or nominally lodged in a mon- finance: the money business. -Idiom. 13. for my money, according 
arch. 2. supreme power or sovereignty held by a single person. 3, the to my opinion: For my money, she'd make a perfect president. 14, In 
fact or state of being a monarchy. [1300-50; ME < LL < Gk] the ,money, Informal. a. financially successful; affluent. b, finishing 

moonaroda (rna nar/da), n., pI. -das. any aromatic, erect plant be- among the top winners, as of a race. 15. (right) on the money, Infor-
longing to the genus Monarcin, of the mint family, native to North mal a. at just the exact spot or time; on target. b. exhibiting or done 
America, including horsemint and Oswego tea. [1705-15; < NL, after with great accuracy or experlise. [1250-1300; ME moneie < MF < L 
N. Monardes (1493-1588), Spanish botanist; see -A:!] moneta; see MINT') -monJ'eyoless, adj. 

monoasoteroy (mon'a sterle), n., pL -teroies. 1. a place of residence monoeyobag (mun'e bag!), n. 1. a bag for money. 2. moneybags, 
occupied by a community of persons, esp. monks, living in religious (used with a sing. v.) a very wealthy person. [1555-65] 
seclusion. 2. the community itself. [1350-1400; ME < LL monas- mon/ey belt/, n. a belt with a concealed section for holding money. 
terium < LGk monastbion orig. hermit's ceil = "monad-, base of mon'ey-chang/er, n. 1. a person whose business is the'exchange of 
moruizein to be alone, der. of m6nos alone + -tenon n. suffu::] currency, esp. the exchange of one country's currency for that of an--

moonasotic (rna nas'tik), adj. Also, moonas'ti.cal. 1. of or pertaining other. 2. a portable device fOJ; dispensing coins. [1350-1400) 
to monks, nunS, or monasteries: monastic vows. 2. of or resembling monoeyed (mun'ed), adj. 1. having much money; wealthy. 2. of or 
the secluded, dedicated, or austere life characteristic of a monastery. pertaining to the wealthy: moneyed interests. [1425-75] 
-n. 3, a member of a monastic community or order, esp. a monk. mon_ey_er (mun/e ar), n. Archaic. a coiner of money. [1250-1300; 
[1400-50; < LL monasticus < LGk monastik6s; see MONASTERY, -TICJ ME < OF monier < ll. monetarius coiner; see MONETARyJ 
-moonas'tiocal-/y, adv. -moonas'tlodsm, n. monoeyogrubober (mun'e grub/ar), n. a person who is preoccupied 

Moonaostir (mo/na SteR!), n. Turkish name of BlTOLA. with making money. [1830-40J -monJ'ey.grub'blng, adj., n. 
monoaotomole Cmonla tom'ik), adj. 1. having one atom in the mole- monoey.lend.er Cnmn'e len/dar), n. a person or organization whose 

cule. 2. containing one replaceable atom or group. 3. having a va- business it is to lend money at interest. [1775-85] 
lence of one. [1840-50J -mon'a_tomJ'l.ealoly, adv. monJ'ey machine/, n. AUTOMATED-TELLER MACHINE. 

monoauoral (man orlal), adj. MONOPHONIC (deL 2). [1885-90] monoey.mak_er (mun/e mil'kar), n. 1, a person who is successful at 
monoaozlte (manIa zIt!), n. a reddish brown mineral, a phosphate of making large amounts of money. 2. something that yields a large pe

cerium, lanthanum, and thorium, (Ce, La, Th)PO;: the principal are of cuniary profit. [1250-1300] -mon'eyomak/ing, adj.,n. 
thorium. [< G Monazit (1829)] mon'ey marlket. n. the short-term trade in money, as in the sale 

Mon.ehen.gladobaeh (mrnnl:trniln glat'bfurn:), n. a city in W North and purchase of bonds and certificates. [1925-30J 
Rhine-Westphalia, in W Germany. 266,073. monJ'ey-market fundI, n. a mutual fund that invests in the money 

Monck or Monk (mungk), n. George (lst Duke of Albemarle and market. [1980-85] 
Earl of Torrington), 1608-70, English general. monJ'ey of account', n. a monetary denomination used in reckon-

Moneoton (mungk'tan), n. a city in SE New Brunswick, in E Canada. ing, esp. one not issued as a coin, as the U.S. mill. [1685-95] 
55,468. monJ'ey or/der, n. an order for the payment of money, as one is-

Monodale (mon'dal!), n. Walter Frederick ("Fritz"), born 1928, U.S.' sued by one bank or post office and payable at another. [1795-1805] 
vice president 1977-81. monoeyowort (mun'e wfirt/, -wort!), n. a creeping plant, Lysimachia 

Mon.day (munIda, -de), n. the second day of the week, following nummularia, of the primrose family, having roundJsh leaves' and soli-
Sunday. [bef. 1000; ME Mone(n)day, DE mon(an)dt:eg, trans. of LL tary yellow flowers. [1570-80] 
liinae dies lit., day of the moon] monoger (mung/gar, mong'-), n. 1, a person who is involved with 

MonJ'day mornJ'ing quar'terbaek, n. a person who offers hind- something in a petty or contemptible way (usu. used in combination): 
sight solutions to problems already faced by others. [1940-45] a gossipmonger. 2. Chiefly Brit a dealer in or trader of a commodity 
-Mon'day morn'ing quarJ'terbacking, n. (usu. used in combination): fishmonger. -V.t. 3. to sell; hawk. [hef. 

Monodays (mun'daz, -dez), adv. on Mondays: Mondays we wash. 1000; ME (n.); OE mangere = mang(ian) to trade, act as a monger 
monodeogreen (mon/di gren!), n. a word or phrase resulting from a (<< L mango salesman) + -ere -ERI] 

misinterpretation of a word or phrase that has been heard. [1954; Monogol (mong/gal, -gol, mon/-), n. 1. a. a member of a pastoral 
coined by American author S. Wright fro the line laid him on the people or group of peoples of Mongolia prominent in medieval Asian 
green, interpreted as Lady Mondegreen, in a Scottish ballad] history under Genghis Khan and his successors. b. a member of any 

mon_do (mon/do), Slang. -adv. 1. very; extremely; mondo cool. of the modern peoples descended from the historical Mongols, esp, 
-adj. 2. large; big: a mondo history paper. [1966-70; < It mondo the present inhabitants of Mongolia. 2. MONGOLOID (def. 3). 3. MONGa-
world, extracted fro the film Mondo Cane (1961) and reinterpreted as LIAN (def. 3). -adj. 4. MONGOLIAN (def. 6). 
an adv. in It or pseudo-It phrases such as rrwndo bizarro very bizarre, Mon.goolioa (mong gotle a, mono), n. 1. a region in Asia including 
lit., bizarre world] Inner Mongolia in China and the Mongolian People's Republic. 2. 

Mon_dri.an (mon/dre ani, mon'-), n. Piet (pet) (Pieter Camelis Mon- MONGOLIAN PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC. 
driaan), 1872-1944, Dutch painter. Monogoolioan (mong go'le iln, mono), n. 1. a native or inhabitant of 

moone.dous (rna ne'shas, moo), adj. MONOECIOUS. the Mongolian People's Republic or Inner Mongolia. 2. MONGOL (def. 
Monoeogasque (mon'i gask!), n. 1. a native or inhabitant of Mon- 1b). 3. a. a family of closely related languages spoken by the histori-

aco. -adj. 2. of or pertaining to Monaco or its inhabitants. [1880-85; cal Mongols and their descendants. b. a language of this family spo-
< F monegasque < Oc mounegasc,.der. of Motmegue Monaco] ken by most of the ethnic Mongolians of the Mongolian People's Re-

Mooneora (rna ner/a), n. (used with apL v.l a taxonomic kingdom'of public and Inner Mongolia. 4. MONGOLOID (def: 3). -adj. 5. of or 
prokaryotic organisms that typically reproduce by asexual budding or pertaining to Mongolia or its inhabitants. 6. of or pertaining to the 
fission, comprising the bacteria, blue-green algae, and various pIimi- Mongols or their languages. 7. MONGOLOID (de£. 1). [1730-40] 
Uve pathogens. [< NL (1869), pI. of moneran, < Gk moneres soli- Mongo'lian PeoJ'ple's RepubJ'lic. n. a republic in E central Asia, 
tary, single, der. of monos alone, only] in N Mongolia. 2,538,211; abo 604,250 sq. mi. (1,566,500 sq. km). 

mooneoran (IIia ner/an), n. 1. any organism of the taxonomic king- Cap.: Ulan Bator. Formerly, Outer Mongolia. Also called Mongolia, 
dam. Monera, comprising prokaryotes and various other primitive Monogoloie (mong gol'ik, mono), adj. MONGOLOID (def. 1). [1825-35) 
fonns that do not have their genetic material organized into chromo- monogoloism (mong/ga lizlam, mon'-), n. (sometimes cap.) (no 
somes or enclosed by membranes. -adj. 2. of or pertaining to the longer in technical use) DOWN SYNDROME. [1895-1900] 
kingdom Monera. [1875-80; < NL Moner(a) + -AN') Monogolooid (mong/gil loid/, mon/-), Qfij. 1, of, designating, or char-

monoesotrous (man es'tras), adj. having one estrous period per, acteristic of one of the traditional racial divisions of humankind, 
breecling season. [1895-1900] marked by yellowish complexion, prominent cheekbones, epicanthiC 

Moonet (mB nil!), n. Claude, 1840-1926, French painter. folds, and straight black hair and including the Mongols, Chinese, Jap-
monoeota_rism (mon'i ta riz/am, mUll/-), n. a doctrine holcling that anese, Siamese, Eskimos, and, in some classifications, the American 

changes in the money supply detennine the direction of a nation's Indians. 2. (oft-en I.c.) (no longer in technical use) of, affected with, 
economy. [1965-70, Amer.] -mon'e.ta.rist, n., adj. or characteristic of Down syndrome. -no 3. a member of the Mongol-

monoeotaroy (mon/i terle, mun/-), adj. 1. of or pertaining to the aid race. 4. (USu. /.c.) (no longer in technical use) a person affected 
coinage or currency of a country. 2. of or pertaining to money; pecu- with Down syndrome. [1865-70) 
mary. [1795-1805; < LL monetarius. See MONEY, -ARY] -mon/eotar'io monogoose (mong/goos/, mon/-), n., pl. -goosoes. any of several Old 
Iy (-tar'a Ie), adv. -Syn, See FINANCIAL. World genera of slender, ferretlike carnivores, esp. of the genus Her

monJ'etary ufnit, n. the standard unit of value of the currency of a pestes, some species of which are noted for their ability to kill cobras. 
country, as the dollar in the U.S. [1860-65J [1690-1700; < Marathi mangiis, var. of mwigiis] 

monoeotize (mon/i tIz/, mun'-), v.t., -tized, _tJzoing. 1, to legalize as monogrel (mung'gral, mong'-), n. 1. a dog of mixed or indetenninat,e 
money. 2. to coin into money: to rrwnetize gold. [1875-80; < L breed. 2. an animal or plant resulting from an uncontrolled or aCCI-
moT/B(a) MONEY + -IZE] -mon'e.tioza'tion, n. dental crossing of breeds or varieties. 3. any cross between different 

mon_ey (mun'e), n., pL monoeys, monoies, adj. -n. 1. any circulat- types of persons or things. -adj. 4. being a mongrel. [1425-75; prob. 
ing medium of exchange, including coins, paper money, and demand ME nwng(e) mixture + -rei -REL] _monJ'greloism, n. 
deposits. 2. PAPER MONEY. 3. gold, silver, or other metal in pieces of monogrel.ize (mung/gra lizl, mong'-), v.t., -ized, -Izolng. 1. to sUb

J
-

convenient form stamped by public authority and issued as a medium ject to crossbreeding. 2. to make debased or impure. [1620-30 
of exchange and measure of value. 4. any article or substance used as -mon'grel.iozaJ'tion, n. 
a medium of exchange, means of payment, or measure of wealth. 5. a mongst or 'mongst (mungst), prep. AMONGST. [aph. var. of AMONGST] 
particular form or denomination of currency. 6. MONEY OF ACCOUNT. 7, monoies (mun'ez), n. a pI. of MONEY. 
capital to be borrowed, loaned, or invested: mortgage money. 8. an monoioker or monoiekoer (mon/i .kar), n. Slang. name; nickname. 
amount or sum of money. 9. moneys or monies, Chiefly Law. pecuni- [1850-55; prob. < Sheita miinnik name (alleged to be a permutation 
ary sums. -adj. 10. of or pertaining to money. 11. used for holding and extension ofTr ainm NAME)] 
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monoiolioaosis (mon/a II'a sis, mo/na-), 

NL MonU(ia) a fungus genus (der. of L J 

mo.nilojoform (mB nil'il fOrm!), adj. 
swellings that resemble a string of be~~~ 
sect antennae. [1795-1805; < L momil
lace) + -FORM] 

monoish (mon'ish), V.t. Archaic. ADMON: 
mon.ism (mon/iz ilm, mo'niz am), n. 

various theories holding that there is 
principle as the ground of reality or thaI 
ement. Compare DUALISM (def. 2a), PLllI 

mology) a theory that the object and da 
2. the reduction of all processes, structu 
principle. 3. the notion that there is onl 
[1860-65; < G Monismus. See MON-, -JS 
(mil nis'tik, mo-), moonis'tiocal, adj. 

mo_niotion (mil nish/an, moo), n. 1. ac 
cial or legal notice. [1350-1400; ME 
rrwnitiB warning = mont-,var. s. of IT 

-TION] 
monoiotor (i:non/i tar) n. 1. a student 

duct of a class or school, as to help ke 
monishes, esp. with reference to condu 
remind or give warning. 4. a device or 
tecting, or recording the operatioll; of a 

, tomatic control system. 5. an mstru 
gases, radiation, etc. 6. Radio C!-nd Te, 
used in a control room or StudIO for J 
component with a display screen for' 
sian programs, etc. 8. a. a fanner U.~. 
ship of very low freeboard. h. (cap., It( 

used by Union forces against the Mem 
struction straddling the ridge of a roof, 
for lighting or ventilating a building. 1 
ranidae, of Africa, S Asia, the East I: 
give warning ?f the presen~e of :roCO( 
vision. to listen to (transIllltted SIgnals 
check the quality of the transJ!lis~ion. 
(an operation or condition) With mstru 
the operation or condition. 13. to ave] 
to watch closely for purposes of contn 
of. -v.i. 15, to serve as a monitor, d 
50; < L: adviser = moni-, var. S. of 
-TOR] _monJ'iotor.ship/, n. 

monoioto_ri_al (mon/i tor'e al, -tor'
monitor. 2. MONITORY. [1715-25] -mc 

monJ'itor lizfard, n. MONITOR (de£. 10 
monoi_toory (mon/i tbrle, -tor/e), adj. 
, tory. -n. 2. a letter containing a wa~ 
- warning = moni- (see MONITOR) + -tm 
monk (mungk), n. a man who is am 

living in a monastery according to a p 
- poverty, chastity, and obedience . .lbeJ 

monacMs; Gk: solitary "" monCos) ale 
Monk (mungk), n. 1. Thelonious (Sph 

, ist and composer. 2. George, MONCK, 
monkoer.y (mung'ka re), n., pI. -: 

monks; monastic life. 2. MONASTERY. [ 
-Monokey (inung'ke), n., pl. -keys, 1: 

groupings of Primates, the Old W?rld 
New World monkeys or platyrrhines, 
faces binocular vision, and USU. long 

, haired monkeys. 3. a. a mischievous, 
4. Infonnal. to trifle idly;. fool (often I 
to imitate; mimic. -IdIOm. 6. mak( 
appear ridiculous; make a fool of. 7. I 
an addiction to a drug. h. a burder 
sponsibility. [1520-30; appaL < LG; 
Martin the Ape in the story of Rey. 
mono ape) + -ke dim. suffix] -mon 
adv. _mon'key.ishoness, n. 

monJ'key bars/, n. JUNGLEGYM. [195{ 
monJ'key bread/, n. the gouidlik{ 
monkeys. [1780-90] 

monJ'key busi/ness, n. 1. frivolo.us 
proper or underhanded conduct; tri.d 

monJ'key flow/er, n. any?f vano~ 
Mimulus, of the figwort family, haVl 
that resemble a face. [1780-90] 

monJ'key jack/et. n. MESS JACKET. [] 
blance to the jacket worn by an orga 

monokeyopod (mung'ke pod!), n. 
colabrium saman, of the legume fa 
and dense heads of small pink flow 
90J 

mon'key puz/zle, n. a Soutt: Amer 
caria araucana, of the fan111y Ar; 
branches, stiff sharp leaves, .an~ edit. 

I intertwined arrangement of Its limbs 
mon.keyoshine (mung'ke shIn!), 

BUSINESS (def. 1). [1820-30, Amer.] 


