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EYEWEAR RETENTION DEVICE

Technical Field

The present invention relates generally to devices that retain eyewear on a
user. In greater particularity the present invention relates to eyewear retainers that

extend around rear of a wearer’s head and upper neck.

Background Art

For many decades, probably longer, eyewear users have attached strings,
cloth-based retainers, lightweight chains, and small ropes to eyeglasses to loosely
retain them upon a wearer's upper torso when not positioned upon the wearer’s
head. Several decades ago, "Croakies" were introduced which are essentially
neoprene retainer straps having a tubular portion into which eyeglass temples slip
and a rear flat portion that extends around the rear of a user’s head. Croakies
immediately became popular with skiers, fisherman, and hunters who utilize
polarized sunglasses and strongly tinted lenses to provide protection from intense
glare and reflected light off water, ice, and snow, and other reflective surfaces in
brilliant sunlight. Other types of lenses have also developed in popular culture to
provide different types of tinting and appearances, and protective strategies from
glare and the sun's damaging UV light have arisen. In response, a wide variety of
colors and patterns have been introduced for Croakies and other of the
aforementioned retainers.

However, with the advent of more stylized eyeglasses, and especially the
darker tinted glass and plastic (e.g. polycarbonate) lenses, especially in non-
prescription type sunglass lenses, wearer's are more frequently required to dismount
their glasses in order to read close-up materials or inspect materials that are viewed
in relatively low-light conditions. For example, it is quite common for a fishermen,
skippers, or first mate deckhands to discard their glasses when going underneath the
top deck of a boat to retrieve fishing tackle, read charts, or view other navigational
aids during bright sunlight hours in order that they may be able to see the items they

are utilizing. Hence, Croakies, and other types of retained devices have become
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popular for outdoorsmen and sportsmen alike seeking to provide the safety and
proximity retention of their glasses while providing the flexibility to discard them
quickly and utilize their eyes in relatively lowlight conditions.

Unfortunately, Croakies and other types of eyewear retaining devices place
a burden upon the wearer in that the older retention devices lay directly against the
back of the neck or upper back portion, or around the collar of a shirt. Such
locations are inconvenient because the retention device itself becomes potentially
ensnared in the collar and/or buttons of the wearer's vestment which might hinder
the re-application or the re-mounting of the glasses over the wearer's eyes. Further,
for collarless vestments and similar, or even for a shirtless individual, the retention
lanyards whether chains, string, or neoprene based retainers like Croakies, become
coated with sweat, suntan lotion, protective emollients, and other types of debris on
the upper torso of an individual. Such soiling makes the retention item unsightly
and unattractive, thereby defeating the esthetic appeal that some of today’s
expensive eyeglasses exhibit. Over time, corrosion from salt and other types of
chemicals on the outer layer of the skin can even corrode or diminish the retention
effectiveness of the retention device, and also cause discoloration and fading of the
retention device’s colors and patterns.

Hence, what is needed is an eyeglass retention device that maintains the full
utility of the retention objective for eyewear, while avoiding all of the difficulties of

past eyewear retention devices.

Disclosure of Invention

An eyewear retention device is disclosed that includes a length of resilient
cord, such as cabling having a smooth plastic outer sheath, and terminating at each
end in a tapered, rubberized retention tubing, and also having retention end
grommets molded against the ends of the cabling to prevent the slipping off of the

retention tubing.
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Brief Description of the Drawings

An eyewear retention device incorporating the features of the apparatus are
depicted in the attached drawings which form a portion of the disclosure and
wherein:

FIG. la is a elevational drawing in partial section of a preferred embodiment
of the invention;

FIG. 1b is an elevational drawing of one of the retention tubes of a preferred
embodiment of the invention;

FIG., 1c is an end view of one of the retention tubes;

FIG. 2a is an elevational drawing in section of a highly tapered embodiment
of one of the retention tubes of the invention;

FIG. 2b is an elevational drawing of the highly tapered embodiments of one
of the retention tubes of the invention;

FIG. 2c¢ is an end view of one of the highly tapered embodiments of one of
the retention tubes of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of a preferred embodiment of the invention showing
the generalized semi-circular shape and retention tubing positioned égainst the end
stop grommets;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the invention placed upon the end portions of
the temples of a typical pair of eyeglasses showing the general placement of the
temples inserted within the retention tubing;

FIG. 5 is an end perspective view of a preferred embodiment of the
invention; and,

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the invention showing the retention tubing
repositioned along the retention cable to expose the crimped end grommets that

prevent the retention tubing from detaching from the retention cabling.

Best Mode for Carrying Out Invention
Referring to the drawings for a better understanding of the function and
structure of the invention, Figs. la-c shows the invention 10 including a cable 11
having a tightly wound wiring structure and coated with a relatively frictionless

plastic outer insulation. The cable 11 is of sufficient diameter and internal wiring
3
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resiliency such that its shape is resiliently biased toward a zero axis deflection
orientation. In other words, the cable does not easily exhibit deflection memory, as
one would find in a solid copper or aluminum wire of equal diameter, and resists
attempts to deform the cable and maintains a linear shape in all weather conditions.
Invention 10 includes retention tubes 12 at each end of cable 11. Each tube 12
includes a temple retention opening 18 having a sufficient diameter to pass over the
end portions of a typically sized eyeglass temple. Retention tube 12 opening 18 is
also sized to exhibit a certain friction characteristics to allow easy sliding of the
retention tubing 12 onto the end portion of a typical eyeglass temple, while
providing sufficient frictional qualities to avoid easy removal. Generally, the
retention tubing 12 consists of flexible and resilient rubber, or like compound, and
has low friction qualities on its exterior. The retention tubing 12 includes a tapered
portion 16 defining a cable aperture 19 cooperatively sized to insert the end of the
cable 11 while maintaining continual circumferential contact around the cabling.
Once the end of the cable has been passed through aperture 19 and emerges through
opening 18, a bead or ball bearing 13 is slid onto the end of cable 11 through a
channel 17 traversing the center of bead 13. A crimp or grommet 15 is then applied
to the cable to prevent bead 13 from slipping off cable 11. The crimp or grommet
15 is compressed using known methods to engage and permanently affix to the
cable, thereby forming the stop at the end of cable 11. The bead may be made of
plastic, metal, or ceramic, and the diameter of channel 17 should be sized to allow
cable 11 to freely pass through bead 13 allowing the cable 11 to rotate and translate
through the bead 13. Grommet 15 may be made of any material having suitable
deformation characteristics to permanently affix it to cable 11, but copper or brass
is preferred due to its benign and low oxidation qualities. When affixed to the end
of the cable 11, the grommet 15 bead 13 combination prevents the passage of the
end of cable 11 through aperture 19. Once the bead and grommet combination has
been secured to the end of cable 11, tension may be applied to cable 11 and the
cable and bead-grommet combination may be carefully pulled through opening 18
to secure the bead 13 against the internal conjuncture tapering 16 and the sidewalls

of retention tube 12. Upon the engagement of bead against the internal sidewalls of
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tapered portion 16, bead 13 will exert circumferential pressure upon the upper
portion of tapered portion 16 to secure the bead 13 within the retention tube 12 and,
thereby, the end portion 14 of cable 11 within the retention tubing. The assembly
of the retention tube 12 and grommet-bead combination is identical for each end of
cable 11.

Referring now to Figs. 2a-c, one may see a second embodiment of retention
tube 12. To accommodate some glasses having relatively thin temples, retention
tube 22 may be reshaped to include a fully tapered conical structure from opening
21 to aperture 23. As may be seen, a hollow interior of retention tube 22 is sized
into an elongated conical shape so that temples of more slender sizes may be
inserted within opening 21 and slid along the interior of retention tube 22 until
sufficient circumferential frictional force is applied to the end of the inserted temple
to stop the progress of the temple within the hollow interior of the retention tube 22.
This shape allows for varying applicability for different size temples and also
provides additional retention security by increasing circumferential friction on
temples inserted within the hollow interior of 22. As before, the grommet-bead
combination (not shown) are affixed to the end of cable 11 and pulled through
opening 21 until bead 13 engages the interior of 22 toward adjacent to aperture 23.

Referring now to Fig. 3, one may see the invention 10 conformed to a
substantially semi-circular or arc shape 26. Due to the resiliency of the cable 11,
retainer 10 maintains the arc shape 26 when installed upon the temples of
eyeglasses.

Referring now to Fig. 4, as shown, retention tubing 12 is inserted over end
portions of the temples of the shown eyeglasses 27 until end portions of the temples
31 are fully engaged within the interior of the retention tube 12. A sufficient length
of cabling 11 is provided to allow for the donning of the combination of the
invention 10 and eyeglasses 27, or sunglasses as the case may be, over a wearer's
head while in place, and is sized to accommodate baseball caps and similar sun
visor protective head gear.

Importantly, the resiliency of the cabling 11 in combination with the secure

structure of retention tubing 12, with its inherent resiliency, creates an internal
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resilience within cabling 11 such that the cable maintains an elevated arc position
above a wearer's rear neck and lower head area. Therefore, due to the internal
resiliency of the cable, and the positioning of the tubing on the eyeglass temples,
the cabling does not contact a wearer's back or collar, or other vestment worn by a
user, but instead maintains a spaced position extending backwards from the user.
Further, the angle of the retention tubing, and/or the conical tapered portion, may be
altered to allow for the redirection of the cable portion into a superior elevated
position over a wearer’s upper back and neck. For example, some end portions of
eyeglass temples extend downward sharply over a wearer’s ears. An angled
retention tube allows for correction of this downward angle to normalize the
direction of the cable 11 backward to maintain a suspended arc in the cable as it
extends rearwardly from said user’s head such that the cable does not contact the
wearer or his/her vestment.

Referring now to Fig. 6, one may see that a pair of beads 13 have been slid
over the ends of the cabling 11 with the retention tubing 12 displaced away from
the copper crimps or grommets 15 for illustration purposes to expose cable end
portions 14. As shown, grommets 15 have been compressed (e.g. crimped) such
that grommet 15 may not be displaced in either direction along cable 11, thereby
preventing bead 13 from traversing off the end of the cable 11.

While T have shown my invention in one form, it will obvious to those
skilled in the art that is not so limited but is susceptible of various changes and
modifications without departing from the spirit thereof. For example, the inventor
envisions that the wire cable 11 may be replaced by a resilient plastic or carbon
fiber replacement member exhibiting resiliency characteristics similar to a plastic

coated wound cable.
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Claims

Having set forth the nature of the invention, what is claimed is:

1. An eyewear retention device, comprising:

a.

b.

a resilient cable;

a pair of temple retention tubes disposed around the ends of said
cable;

an end bead slidably encircling each end of said cable and a
grommet affixed to the end of said cable thereby preventing said
bead from sliding off said cable; and,

wherein each said retention tube includes a cylindrical portion and a
tapered portion on one end of said cylindrical portion, and wherein
an end portion of said cable is disposed within said retention tube
such that said bead is held against the interior walls of said tapered
portion and said cable extends through said tapered portion to said

other retention tube.

2. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said bead

consists of material selected from the group of metal, plastic, or ceramic.

3. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 2, wherein said

grommet is made of copper.

4. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 3, wherein said cable

comprises an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention

device is donned by a user over their eyes.

5. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 4, wherein said tapered

portion comprises a hollow frustum.
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6. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said cable
comprises an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention

device is donned by a user over their eyes.

7. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said cable is

plastic coated.

8. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said

retention tube is rubber.

9. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said tapered

portion comprises a hollow frustum.

10. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 9, wherein retention
tubes are sufficiently sized to cover a eyeglass temple end portion such that
elastomeric tension is developed within said retention device to cause said cable to
extend rearwardly relative to a wearer in a suspended arc over the upper torso of
said wearer without contacting said wearer or their vestment when said retention

device is donned over said wearer’s eyes.

11. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 10, wherein said
tapered portion includes an angle that normalizes the direction of said cable
rearward from said user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass

temple.

12. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said tapered
portion includes an angle that normalizes the direction of said cable rearward from

said user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.
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13. An eyewear retention device, comprising:

a. a resilient cord;

b. a pair of temple retention means disposed around the ends of said
cord;

c. an end bead slidably encircling each end of said cord and prevented

from sliding off said cord; and,

d. wherein each said retention means includes a tapered portion on one
end, and wherein each cord includes an end portion disposed within
said retention means such that said bead is held against the interior
walls of said tapered portion and said cable extends through said

tapered portion to said other retention means.

14. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said bead

consists of material selected from the group of metal, plastic, or ceramic.

15. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 14, further including a

crimp to prevent said bead from sliding off said cord.

16. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 15, wherein said cord
forms an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention

device is donned by a user over their eyes.

17. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 16, wherein said

tapered portion comprises a hollow frustum.

18. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 17, wherein said cord

is plastic coated.

19. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 18, wherein said

retention means is comprised of rubber.
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20. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said

retention means comprises a hollow frustum.

21. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 20, wherein said
retention means are sufficiently elongated such that said retention means
substantially covers an eyeglass temple and elastomeric tension is developed within
said retention means to cause said cord to extend rearwardly relative to a wearer in
a suspended arc over the upper torso of said wearer without contacting said wearer

or their vestment.

22. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 21, wherein said
retention means includes an angle to normalize the direction of said cord rearward

from said user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

23. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said
tapered portion includes an angle to normalize the direction of said cord rearward

from said user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

24. An eyewear retention device, comprising:
a resilient member;

b. a pair of temple retention tubes disposed around the ends of said
resilient member;

c. an end grommet encircling each end of said resilient member
compressed thereupon;

d. a bead slidably encircling each end of said resilient member; and,

e wherein each said retention tube comprises a tubular frustum, and
wherein an end portion of said resilient member is disposed within
said retention tube such that said bead is held against the interior
walls of said retention tube, and wherein said resilient member

extends through the smaller diameter end of said retention tube.

10
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE AS

RECEIVING OFFICE
IA Number: PCT/US2009/43156
Int’1 Filing Date: May 7, 2009
Priority Date: May 8, 2008
First Inventor: Ronald Wade WILLIAMS
Attorney Docket No: P104825USJB
Title: Eye Wear Retention Device

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria VA 22313-1450
Sir/Madam:

This paper is submitted as a preliminary amendment to the national phase
application claiming benefit of No. PCT/US2009/43156 (filed 5-7-2009), claiming
benefit of US Patent No. 7,467,867 (filed 6-19-2008) which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Application 61/051,539 (filed 5-8-2008).

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page
2 of this paper.
Remarks begin on page 13 of this paper.

Page 23 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013



CLAIMS
What is claimed:_
1-24 (Cancelled)

- 25, An eyewear retention device, comprising,

a. a cable having two ends, each end being secured to one of two eyeglass

temple retainers,
b. the two eyeglass temple retainers, each
(1) being secured to one end of the resilient cable and
(2) having an opening for securing an end of an eyeglass temple,

such that when each eyeglass temple retainer is secured to an end of an eyeglass temple

the cable forms an arc elevated above the wearer’s neck, shoulder and garments.

26.  The eyewear retention device as in claim 25 further comprising the
composition of the cable being selected from the group consisting of twisted wire,

resilient plastic and carbon fiber.

217. The eyewear retention device as in claim 25 further comprising the cable
being secured to each of the eyeglass temple retainers by an object affixed near the end of
the cable, each eyeglass temple retainer having an opening through which each end of the
cable is threaded, and each said object being larger than the opening in the eyeglass
temple retainer, such that the object is retained by friction against the eyeglass temple

retainer.

28.  The eyewear retention device as in claim 27 further comprising the object

being a bead or grommet.

29. The eyewear retention device as in claim 27 further comprising each of the
eyeglass temple retainers being a tube with a hollow frustum in the end of which is the

opening through which the cable is threaded.
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30. The eyewear retention device as in claim 25 further comprising the

eyeglass temple retainers being composed of rubber or plastic.

31.  The eyewear retention device as in claim 25 further comprising each end

of the cable being secured to the eyeglass temple retainers by chemical bonding.

32.  The eyewear retention device as in claim 25 further comprising the two
eyeglass temple retainers including an angle which normalizes the direction of the cable
rearward from the wearer’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass

temple.
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REMARKS

1. Discussion of Amendments

Applicants amend the claims herein. Applicants submit that no new matter has
been added to the claims. Applicants make these amendments for the sole purpose of
facilitating the expeditious allowance >of any subject matter identified as allowable by the
Examiner. Applicants make no admission herein that any cancelled or amended claims in‘
their original form is non-patentable; Applicants make no disclaimer of the subject matter
of any cancelled or amended claims or dedicate them to the public. If any such
disclaimers are believed to have been made, Applicants explicitly rescind them for the
purpose of future applications to permit recapture of the original subject matter of any
cancelled or amended claims. Applicants reserve the right to file future applications for

letters patent directed to the original subject matter of any cancelled or amended claims.

CONCLUSION

Applicants respectfully request the consideration of the enclosed remarks and
entry of the following submission into the record. If additional action is required that
may benefit from a telephone call, Applicants invite a call to its attorney of record,
Nicholas J. Landau (Reg. No. 57,120). E-mail correspondence and transactions to

nlandau@babc.com are authorized and encouraged. The Application is believed to be in

condition for allowance, and a timely Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested.
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Respectfully submftted,
BRADLEY ARANT BoULT COMMINGS LLP

2 Jov. Ao 0 W
Date N#holas J. Landau

Reg. No. 57,120
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5. Withregard to the abstract,
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6. With regard to the drawings,
a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 6
X] as suggested by the applicant.
I___] as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure.
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date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
the principle or theory underlying the invention

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents,such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

"&" document member of the same patent family
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Date of mailing of the international search report
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

National Stage of: PCT/US09/43156
Filed: Herewith

First Inventor: Ronald Wade Williams
Attorney Docket No: P104825WOJB

Title: Eye Wear Retention Device
POWER OF ATTORNEY

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria VA 22313-1450

Sir/Madam:

I hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the above-identified
application and I hereby appoint Practitioner(s) associated with the following Customer
Number as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application identified above,

and to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected
therewith:

23378

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the above-identified
application to the address associated with the above-mentioned customer number.

I am the inventor.

7 S Movenbi. Zolo

Signﬁture Date
/f\ijﬂ'(D h)ﬂrbé"bv s
Printed Name Telephone

Title and Company (if applicable)
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DECLARATION (37 CFR § 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING
AN APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR § 1.76)

Title of Invention: Eye Wear Retention Device

As the below named inventor(s), I/we declare that:
This declaration is directed to:
(1) The attached application if this declaration is filed with a new application; or
(2) The U.S. National Stage of International Application No. PCT/US09/43156 filed on May 7, 2009; or

(3) the Application for the invention with the title indicated above filed under attorney docket number
P104825USJB; or

(4) the Application for the invention with the title indicated above that has been assigned the application
number indicated on the attached cover letter and was filed on the date indicated on the same cover letter,
as allowed under MPEP 602 VI (E).

If this document was executed before the filing of the Application, attorneys for Applicant, Bradley Arant
Boult Cummings LLP, are explicitly authorized to insert the U.S. application number in the space provided
here:

I/we believe that I/we am/are the original and first inventor(s) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a
patent is sought;

I/'we have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified application, including the claims, as
amended by any amendment specifically referred to above;

I/we acknowledge the duty to disclose to the United States Patent and Trademark Office all information known to
me/us to be material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56, including for continuation-in-part applications,
material information which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT
International filing date of the continuation-in-part application.

All statements made herein of my/our own knowledge are true, all statements made herein on information and belief
are believed to be true, and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements

and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and may jeopardize the
validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon.

FULL NAME OF INVENTOR(S):

First-named inventor: Ronald Wade Williams

Date: l, é (D ~ 5/(_[06/{"‘154& ZO[Q

Signature: /Z‘ -/5@______\

Citizen of: Us
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EYEWEAR RETENTION DEVICE

Technical Field

The present invention relates generally to devices that retain eyewear on a
user. In greater particularity the present invention relates to eyewear retainers that

extend around rear of a wearer’s head and upper neck.

Background Art

For many decades, probably longer, eyewear users have attached strings,
cloth-based retainers, lightweight chains, and small ropes to eyeglasses to loosely
retain them upon a wearer's upper torso when not positioned upon the wearer’s
head. Several decades ago, "Croakies" were introduced which are essentially
neoprene retainer straps having a tubular portion into which eyeglass temples slip
and a rear flat portion that extends around the rear of a user’s head. Croakies
immediately became popular with skiers, fisherman, and hunters who utilize
polarized sunglasses and strongly tinted lenses to provide protection from intense
glare and reflected light off water, ice, and snow, and other reflective surfaces in
brilliant sunlight. Other types of lenses have also developed in popular culture to
provide different types of tinting and appearances, and protective strategies from
glare and the sun's damaging UV light have arisen. In response, a wide variety of
colors and patterns have been introduced for Croakies and other of the
aforementioned retainers.

However, with the advent of more stylized eyeglasses, and especially the
darker tinted glass and plastic (e.g. polycarbonate) lenses, especially in non-
prescription type sunglass lenses, wearer's are more frequently required to dismount
their glasses in order to read close-up materials or inspect materials that are viewed
in relatively low-light conditions. For example, it is quite common for a fishermen,
skippers, or first mate deckhands to discard their glasses when going underneath the
top deck of a boat to retrieve fishing tackle, read charts, or view other navigational
aids during bright sunlight hours in order that they may be able to see the items they

are utilizing. Hence, Croakies, and other types of retained devices have become
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popular for outdoorsmen and sportsmen alike seeking to provide the safety and
proximity retention of their glasses while providing the flexibility to discard them
quickly and utilize their eyes in relatively lowlight conditions.

Unfortunately, Croakies and other types of eyewear retaining devices place
a burden upon the wearer in that the older retention devices lay directly against the
back of the neck or upper back portion, or around the collar of a shirt. Such
locations are inconvenient because the retention device itself becomes potentially
ensnared in the collar and/or buttons of the wearer's vestment which might hinder
the re-application or the re-mounting of the glasses over the wearer's eyes. Further,
for collarless vestments and similar, or even for a shirtless individual, the retention
lanyards whether chains, string, or neoprene based retainers like Croakies, become
coated with sweat, suntan lotion, protective emollients, and other types of debris on
the upper torso of an individual. Such soiling makes the retention item unsightly
and unattractive, thereby defeating the esthetic appeal that some of today’s
expensive eyeglasses exhibit. Over time, corrosion from salt and other types of
chemicals on the outer layer of the skin can even corrode or diminish the retention
effectiveness of the retention device, and also cause discoloration and fading of the
retention device’s colors and patterns.

Hence, what is needed is an eyeglass retention device that maintains the full
utility of the retention objective for eyewear, while avoiding all of the difficulties of

past eyewear retention devices.

Disclosure of Invention

An eyewear retention device is disclosed that includes a length of resilient
cord, such as cabling having a smooth plastic outer sheath, and terminating at each
end in a tapered, rubberized retention tubing, and also having retention end
grommets molded against the ends of the cabling to prevent the slipping off of the

retention tubing.
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Brief Description of the Drawings

An eyewear retention device incorporating the features of the apparatus are
depicted in the attached drawings which form a portion of the disclosure and
wherein:

FIG. la is a elevational drawing in partial section of a preferred embodiment
of the invention;

FIG. 1b is an elevational drawing of one of the retention tubes of a preferred
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 1c is an end view of one of the retention tubes;

FIG. 2a is an elevational drawing in section of a highly tapered embodiment
of one of the retention tubes of the invention;

FIG. 2b is an elevational drawing of the highly tapered embodiments of one
of the retention tubes of the invention;

FIG. 2c is an end view of one of the highly tapered embodiments of one of
the retention tubes of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of a preferred embodiment of the invention showing
the generalized semi-circular shape and retention tubing positioned against the end
stop grommets;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the invention placed upon the end portions of
the temples of a typical pair of eyeglasses showing the general placement of the
temples inserted within the retention tubing;

FIG. 5 is an end perspective view of a preferred embodiment of the
invention; and,

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the invention showing the retention tubing
repositioned along the retention cable to expose the crimped end grommets that

prevent the retention tubing from detaching from the retention cabling.

Best Mode for Carrying Out Invention
Referring to the drawings for a better understanding of the function and
structure of the invention, Figs. la-c shows the invention 10 including a cable 11
having a tightly wound wiring structure and coated with a relatively frictionless

plastic outer insulation. The cable 11 is of sufficient diameter and internal wiring
3
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resiliency such that its shape is resiliently biased toward a zero axis deflection
orientation. In other words, the cable does not easily exhibit deflection memory, as
one would find in a solid copper or aluminum wire of equal diameter, and resists
attempts to deform the cable and maintains a linear shape in all weather conditions.
Invention 10 includes retention tubes 12 at each end of cable 11. Each tube 12
includes a temple retention opening 18 having a sufficient diameter to pass over the
end portions of a typically sized eyeglass temple. Retention tube 12 opening 18 is
also sized to exhibit a certain friction characteristics to allow easy sliding of the
retention tubing 12 onto the end portion of a typical eyeglass temple, while
providing sufficient frictional qualities to avoid easy removal. Generally, the
retention tubing 12 consists of flexible and resilient rubber, or like compound, and
has low friction qualities on its exterior. The retention tubing 12 includes a tapered
portion 16 defining a cable aperture 19 cooperatively sized to insert the end of the
cable 11 while maintaining continual circumferential contact around the cabling.
Once the end of the cable has been passed through aperture 19 and emerges through
opening 18, a bead or ball bearing 13 is slid onto the end of cable 11 through a
channel 17 traversing the center of bead 13. A crimp or grommet 15 is then applied
to the cable to prevent bead 13 from slipping off cable 11. The crimp or grommet
15 is compressed using known methods to engage and permanently affix to the
cable, thereby forming the stop at the end of cable 11. The bead may be made of
plastic, metal, or ceramic, and the diameter of channel 17 should be sized to allow
cable 11 to freely pass through bead 13 allowing the cable 11 to rotate and translate
through the bead 13. Grommet 15 may be made of any material having suitable
deformation characteristics to permanently affix it to cable 11, but copper or brass
is preferred due to its benign and low oxidation qualities. When affixed to the end
of the cable 11, the grommet 15 bead 13 combination prevents the passage of the
end of cable 11 through aperture 19. Once the bead and grommet combination has
been secured to the end of cable 11, tension may be applied to cable 11 and the
cable and bead-grommet combination may be carefully pulled through opening 18
to secure the bead 13 against the internal conjuncture tapering 16 and the sidewalls

of retention tube 12. Upon the engagement of bead against the internal sidewalls of
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tapered portion 16, bead 13 will exert circumferential pressure upon the upper
portion of tapered portion 16 to secure the bead 13 within the retention tube 12 and,
thereby, the end portion 14 of cable 11 within the retention tubing. The assembly
of the retention tube 12 and grommet-bead combination is identical for each end of
cable 11.

Referring now to Figs. 2a-c, one may see a second embodiment of retention
tube 12. To accommodate some glasses having relatively thin temples, retention
tube 22 may be reshaped to include a fully tapered conical structure from opening
21 to aperture 23. As may be seen, a hollow interior of retention tube 22 is sized
into an elongated conical shape so that temples of more slender sizes may be
inserted within opening 21 and slid along the interior of retention tube 22 until
sufficient circumferential frictional force is applied to the end of the inserted temple
to stop the progress of the temple within the hollow interior of the retention tube 22.
This shape allows for varying applicability for different size temples and also
provides additional retention security by increasing circumferential friction on
temples inserted within the hollow interior of 22. As before, the grommet-bead
combination (not shown) are affixed to the end of cable 11 and pulled through
opening 21 until bead 13 engages the interior of 22 toward adjacent to aperture 23.

Referring now to Fig. 3, one may see the invention 10 conformed to a
substantially semi-circular or arc shape 26. Due to the resiliency of the cable 11,
retainer 10 maintains the arc shape 26 when installed upon the temples of
eyeglasses.

Referring now to Fig. 4, as shown, retention tubing 12 is inserted over end
portions of the temples of the shown eyeglasses 27 until end portions of the temples
31 are fully engaged within the interior of the retention tube 12. A sufficient length
of cabling 11 is provided to allow for the donning of the combination of the
invention 10 and eyeglasses 27, or sunglasses as the case may be, over a wearer's
head while in place, and is sized to accommodate baseball caps and similar sun
visor protective head gear.

Importantly, the resiliency of the cabling 11 in combination with the secure

structure of retention tubing 12, with its inherent resiliency, creates an internal
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resilience within cabling 11 such that the cable maintains an elevated arc position
above a wearer's rear neck and lower head area. Therefore, due to the internal
resiliency of the cable, and the positioning of the tubing on the eyeglass temples,
the cabling does not contact a wearer's back or collar, or other vestment worn by a
user, but instead maintains a spaced position extending backwards from the user.
Further, the angle of the retention tubing, and/or the conical tapered portion, may be
altered to allow for the redirection of the cable portion into a superior elevated
position over a wearer’s upper back and neck. For example, some end portions of
eyeglass temples extend downward sharply over a wearer’s ears. An angled
retention tube allows for correction of this downward angle to normalize the
direction of the cable 11 backward to maintain a suspended arc in the cable as it
extends rearwardly from said user’s head such that the cable does not contact the
wearer or his/her vestment.

Referring now to Fig. 6, one may see that a pair of beads 13 have been slid
over the ends of the cabling 11 with the retention tubing 12 displaced away from
the copper crimps or grommets 15 for illustration purposes to expose cable end
portions 14. As shown, grommets 15 have been compressed (e.g. crimped) such
that grommet 15 may not be displaced in either direction along cable 11, thereby
preventing bead 13 from traversing off the end of the cable 11.

While I have shown my invention in one form, it will obvious to those
skilled in the art that is not so limited but is susceptible of various changes and
modifications without departing from the spirit thereof. For example, the inventor
envisions that the wire cable 11 may be replaced by a resilient plastic or carbon
fiber replacement member exhibiting resiliency characteristics similar to a plastic

coated wound cable.
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Claims

Having set forth the nature of the invention, what is claimed is:

1. An eyewear retention device, comprising:

a. a resilient cable;

b. a pair of temple retention tubes disposed around the ends of said
cable;

c. an end bead slidably encircling each end of said cable and a
grommet affixed to the end of said cable thereby preventing said
bead from sliding off said cable; and,

d. wherein each said retention tube includes a cylindrical portion and a

tapered portion on one end of said cylindrical portion, and wherein
an end portion of said cable is disposed within said retention tube
such that said bead is held against the interior walls of said tapered
portion and said cable extends through said tapered portion to said

other retention tube.

2. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said bead

consists of material selected from the group of metal, plastic, or ceramic.

3. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 2, wherein said

grommet is made of copper.
4. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 3, wherein said cable
comprises an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention

device is donned by a user over their eyes.

5. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 4, wherein said tapered

portion comprises a hollow frustum.
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6. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said cable
comprises an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention
y

device is donned by a user over their eyes.

7. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said cable is

plastic coated.

8. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said

retention tube is rubber.

9. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said tapered

portion comprises a hollow frustum.

10. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 9, wherein retention
tubes are sufficiently sized to cover a eyeglass temple end portion such that
elastomeric tension is developed within said retention device to cause said cable to
extend rearwardly relative to a wearer in a suspended arc over the upper torso of
said wearer without contacting said wearer or their vestment when said retention

device is donned over said wearer’s eyes.

11. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 10, wherein said
tapered portion includes an angle that normalizes the direction of said cable
rearward from said user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass

temple.

12. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said tapered
portion includes an angle that normalizes the direction of said cable rearward from

said user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.
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13. An eyewear retention device, comprising:

a resilient cord;

b. a pair of temple retention means disposed around the ends of said
cord;
C. an end bead slidably encircling each end of said cord and prevented

from sliding off said cord; and,

d. wherein each said retention means includes a tapered portion on one
end, and wherein each cord includes an end portion disposed within
said retention means such that said bead is held against the interior
walls of said tapered portion and said cable extends through said

tapered portion to said other retention means.

14. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said bead

consists of material selected from the group of metal, plastic, or ceramic.

15. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 14, further including a

crimp to prevent said bead from sliding off said cord.

16. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 15, wherein said cord
forms an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention

device is donned by a user over their eyes.

17. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 16, wherein said

tapered portion comprises a hollow frustum.

18. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 17, wherein said cord

is plastic coated.

19. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 18, wherein said

retention means is comprised of rubber.
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20. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said

retention means comprises a hollow frustum.

21. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 20, wherein said
retention means are sufficiently elongated such that said retention means
substantially covers an eyeglass temple and elastomeric tension is developed within
said retention means to cause said cord to extend rearwardly relative to a wearer in
a suspended arc over the upper torso of said wearer without contacting said wearer

or their vestment.

22. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 21, wherein said
retention means includes an angle to normalize the direction of said cord rearward

from said user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

23. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said
tapered portion includes an angle to normalize the direction of said cord rearward

from said user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

24. An eyewear retention device, comprising:

a. aresilient member;

b. a pair of temple retention tubes disposed around the ends of said
resilient member;

c. an end grommet encircling each end of said resilient member
compressed thereupon;

d. a bead slidably encircling each end of said resilient member; and,

e. wherein each said retention tube comprises a tubular frustum, and
wherein an end portion of said resilient member is disposed within
said retention tube such that said bead is held against the interior
walls of said retention tube, and wherein said resilient member

extends through the smaller diameter end of said retention tube.

10
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EYEWEAR RETENTION DEVICE
Field of Invention

The present invention relates generally to devices that retain eyewear on a user. In
greater particularity the present invention relates to eyewear retainers that extend around
rear of a wearer’s head and upper neck.

Background of the Invention

For many decades, probably longer, eyewear users have attached strings, cloth-
based retainers, lightweight chains, and small ropes to eyeglasses to loosely retain them
upon a wearer's upper torso when not positioned upon the wearer’s head. Several decades
ago, "Croakies" were introduced which are essentially neoprene retainer straps having a
tubular portion into which eyeglass temples slip and a rear flat portion that extends around
the rear of a user’s head. Croakies immediately became popular with skiers, fisherman,
and hunters who utilize polarized sunglasses and strongly tinted lenses to provide
protection from intense glare and reflected light off water, ice, and snow, and other
reflective surfaces in brilliant sunlight. Other types of lenses have also developed in
popular culture to provide different types of tinting and appearances, and protective
strategies from glare and the sun's damaging UV light have arisen. In response, a wide
variety of colors and patterns have been introduced for Croakies and other of the
aforementioned retainers.

However, with the advent of more stylized eyeglasses, and especially the darker
tinted glass and plastic (e.g. polycarbonate) lenses, especially in non-prescription type
sunglass lenses, wearer's are more frequently required to dismount their glasses in order to

read close-up materials or inspect materials that are viewed in relatively low-light
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conditions. For example, it is quite common for a fishermen, skippers, or first mate
deckhands to discard their glasses when going underneath the top deck of a boat to retrieve
fishing tackle, read charts, or view other navigational aids during bright sunlight hours in
order that they may be able to see the items they are utilizing. Hence, Croakies, and other
types of retained devices have become popular for outdoorsmen and sportsmen alike
seeking to provide the safety and proximity retention of their glasses while providing the
flexibility to discard them quickly and utilize their eyes in relatively lowlight conditions.
Unfortunately, Croakies and other types of eyewear retaining devices place a
burden upon the wearer in that the older retention devices lay directly against the back of
the neck or upper back portion, or around the collar of a shirt. Such locations are
inconvenient because the retention device itself becomes potentially ensnared in the collar
and/or buttons of the wearer's vestment which might hinder the re-application or the re-
mounting of the glasses over the wearer's eyes. Further, for collarless vestments and
similar, or even for a shirtless individual, the retention lanyards whether chains, string, or
neoprene based retainers like Croakies, become coated with sweat, suntan lotion,
protective emollients, and other types of debris on the upper torso of an individual. Such
soiling makes the retention item unsightly and unattractive, thereby defeating the esthetic
appeal that some of today’s expensive eyeglasses exhibit. Over time, corrosion from salt
and other types of chemicals on the outer layer of the skin can even corrode or diminish the
retention effectiveness of the retention device, and also cause discoloration and fading of

the retention device’s colors and patterns.
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Hence, what is needed is an eyeglass retention device that maintains the full utility
of the retention objective for eyewear, while avoiding all of the difficulties of past eyewear
retention devices.

Summary of Invention

An eyewear retention device is disclosed that includes a length of resilient cord,
such as cabling having a smooth plastic outer sheath, and terminating at each end in a
tapered, rubberized retention tubing, and alsco having retention end grommets molded

against the ends of the cabling to prevent the slipping off of the retention tubing.

Brief Description of the Drawings

An eyewear retention device incorporating the features of the apparatus are
depicted in the attached drawings which form a portion of the disclosure and wherein:

FIG. 1la is a elevational drawing in partial section of a preferred embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 1b is an elevational drawing of one of the retention tubes of a preferred
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 1c is an end view of one of the retention tubes;

FIG. 2a is an elevational drawing in section of a highly tapered embodiment of one
of the retention tubes of the invention;

FIG. 2b is an elevational drawing of the highly tapered embodiments of one of the
retention tubes of the invention;

FIG. 2c is an end view of one of the highly tapered embodiments of one of the

retention tubes of the invention;
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FIG. 3 is a plan view of a preferred embodiment of the invention showing the
generalized semi-circular shape and retention tubing positioned against the end stop
grommets;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the invention placed upon the end portions of the
temples of a typical pair of eyeglasses showing the general placement of the temples
inserted within the retention tubing;

FIG. 5 is an end perspective view of a preferred embodiment of the invention; and,

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the invention showing the retention tubing repositioned
along the retention cable to expose the crimped end grommets that prevent the retention

tubing from detaching from the retention cabling.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

Referring to the drawings for a better understanding of the function and structure of
the invention, Figs. la-c shows the invention 10 including a cable 11 having a tightly
wound wiring structure and coated with a relatively frictionless plastic outer insulation.
The cable 11 is of sufficient diameter and internal wiring resiliency such that its shape is
resiliently biased toward a zero axis deflection orientation. In other words, the cable does
not easily exhibit deflection memory, as one would find in a solid copper or aluminum
wire of equal diameter, and resists attempts to deform the cable and maintains a linear
shape in all weather conditions. Invention 10 includes retention tubes 12 at each end of
cable 11. Each tube 12 includes a temple retention opening 18 having a sufficient diameter
to pass over the end portions of a typically sized eyeglass temple. Retention tube 12

opening 18 is also sized to exhibit a certain friction characteristics to allow easy sliding of
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the retention tubing 12 onto the end portion of a typical eyeglass temple, while providing
sufficient frictional qualities to avoid easy removal. Generally, the retention tubing 12
consists of flexible and resilient rubber, or like compound, and has low friction qualities on
its exterior. The retention tubing 12 includes a tapered portion 16 defining a cable aperture
19 cooperatively sized to insert the end of the cable 11 while maintaining continual
circumferential contact around the cabling. Once the end of the cable has been passed
through aperture 19 and emerges through opening 18, a bead or ball bearing 13 is slid onto
the end of cable 11 through a channel 17 traversing the center of bead 13. A crimp or
grommet 15 is then applied to the cable to prevent bead 13 from slipping off cable 11. The
crimp or grommet 15 is compressed using known methods to engage and permanently
affix to the cable, thereby forming the stop at the end of cable 11. The bead may be made
of plastic, metal, or ceramic, and the diameter of channel 17 should be sized to allow cable
11 to freely pass through bead 13 allowing the cable 11 to rotate and translate through the
bead 13. Grommet 15 may be made of any material having suitable deformation
characteristics to permanently affix it to cable 11, but copper or brass is preferred due to its
benign and low oxidation qualities. When affixed to the end of the cable 11, the grommet
15 bead 13 combination prevents the passage of the end of cable 11 through aperture 19.
Once the bead and grommet combination has been secured to the end of cable 11, tension
may be applied to cable 11 and the cable and bead-grommet combination may be carefully
pulled through opening 18 to secure the bead 13 against the internal conjuncture tapering
16 and the sidewalls of retention tube 12. Upon the engagement of bead against the
internal sidewalls of tapered portion 16, bead 13 will exert circumferential pressure upon

the upper portion of tapered portion 16 to secure the bead 13 within the retention tube 12

5

Page 71 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013



10

15

20

and, thereby, the end portion 14 of cable 11 within the retention tubing. The assembly of
the retention tube 12 and grommet-bead combination is identical for each end of cable 11.

Referring now to Figs. 2a-c, one may see a second embodiment of retention tube
12. To accommodate some glasses having relatively thin temples, retention tube 22 may
be reshaped to include a fully tapered conical structure from opening 21 to aperture 23. As
may be seen, a hollow interior of retention tube 22 is sized into an elongated conical shape
so that temples of more slender sizes may be inserted within opening 21 and slid along the
interior of retention tube 22 until sufficient circumferential frictional force is applied to the
end of the inserted temple to stop the progress of the temple within the hollow interior of
the retention tube 22. This shape allows for varying applicability for different size temples
and also provides additional retention security by increasing circumferential friction on
temples inserted within the hollow interior of 22. As before, the grommet-bead
combination (not shown) are affixed to the end of cable 11 and pulled through opening 21
until bead 13 engages the interior of 22 toward adjacent to aperture 23.

Referring now to Fig. 3, one may see the invention 10 conformed to a substantially
semi-circular or arc shape 26. Due to the resiliency of the cable 11, retainer 10 maintains
the arc shape 26 when installed upon the temples of eyeglasses.

Referring now to Fig. 4, as shown, retention tubing 12 is inserted over end portions
of the temples of the shown eyeglasses 27 until end portions of the temples 31 are fully
engaged within the interior of the retention tube 12. A sufficient length of cabling 11 is
provided to allow for the donning of the combination of the invention 10 and eyeglasses
27, or sunglasses as the case may be, over a wearer's head while in place, and is sized to

accommodate baseball caps and similar sun visor protective head gear.

6
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Importantly, the resiliency of the cabling 11 in combination with the secure
structure of retention tubing 12, with its inherent resiliency, creates an internal resilience
within cabling 11 such that the cable maintains an elevated arc position above a wearer's
rear neck and lower head area. Therefore, due to the internal resiliency of the cable, and
the positioning of the tubing on the eyeglass temples, the cabling does not contact a
wearer's back or collar, or other vestment worn by a user, but instead maintains a spaced
position extending backwards from the user. Further, the angle of the retention tubing,
and/or the conical tapered portion, may be altered to allow for the redirection of the cable
portion into a superior elevated position over a wearer upper back and neck. For example,
some end portions of eyeglass temples extend downward sharply over a wearer’s ears. An
angled retention tube allows for correction of this downward angle to normalize the
direction of the cable 11 backward to maintain a suspended arc in the cable as it extends
rearwardly from said user’s head such that the cable does not contact the wearer or his/her
vestment.

Referring now to Fig. 6, one may see that a pair of beads 13 have been slid over the
ends of the cabling 11 with the retention tubing 12 displaced away from the copper crimps
or grommets 15 for illustration purposes to expose cable end portions 14. As shown,
grommets 15 have been compressed (e.g. crimped) such that grommet 15 may not be
displaced in either direction along cable 11, thereby preventing bead 13 from traversing off
the end of the cable 11.

While I have shown my invention in one form, it will obvious to those skilled in the
art that is not so limited but is susceptible of various changes and modifications without

departing from the spirit thereof. For example, the inventor envisions that the wire cable

7

Page 73 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013



11 may be replaced by a resilient plastic or carbon fiber replacement member exhibiting

resiliency characteristics similar to a plastic coated wound cable.
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Claims

Having set forth the nature of the invention, what is claimed is:

1. An eyewear retention device, comprising:

a.

b.

a resilient cable;

a pair of temple retention tubes disposed around the ends of said cable;

an end bead slidably encircling cach end of said cable and a grommet
affixed to the end of said cable thereby preventing said bead from sliding
off said cable; and,

wherein each said retention tube includes a cylindrical portion and a tapered
portion on one end of said cylindrical portion, and wherein an end portion
of said cable is disposed within said retention tube such that said bead is
held against the interior walls of said tapered portion and said cable extends

through said tapered portion to said other retention tube.

2. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said bead consists of

material selected from the group of metal, plastic, or ceramic.

3. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 2, wherein said grommet is

made of copper.

4. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 3, wherein said cable comprises

an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention device is donned

by a user over their eyes.
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5. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 4, wherein said tapered portion

comprises a hollow frustum.

6. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said cable comprises
an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention device is donned

by a user over their eyes.

7. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said cable is plastic

coated.

8. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said retention tube

is rubber.

9. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said tapered portion

comprises a hollow frustum.

10. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 9, wherein retention tubes are
sufficiently sized to cover a eyeglass temple end portion such that elastomeric tension is
developed within said retention device to cause said cable to extend rearwardly relative to
a wearer in a suspended arc over the upper torso of said wearer without contacting said

wearer or their vestment when said retention device is donned over said wearer’s eyes.

10
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1 11. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 10, wherein said tapered
> portion includes an angle that normalizes the direction of said cable rearward from said

3 user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

1 12. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 1, wherein said tapered

(]

portion includes an angle that normalizes the direction of said cable rearward from said

3 user’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

1 13. An eyewear retention device, comprising:

2 a. a resilient cord;

3 b. a pair of temple retention means disposed around the ends of said cord;

4 c. an end bead slidably encircling each end of said cord and prevented from
5 sliding off said cord; and,

6 d. wherein each said retention means includes a tapered portion on one end,
7 and wherein each cord includes an end portion disposed within said
8 retention means such that said bead is held against the interior walls of said
9 tapered portion and said cable extends through said tapered portion to said
10 other retention means.

1 14. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said bead consists

> of material selected from the group of metal, plastic, or ceramic.

11
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15. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 14, further including a crimp

to prevent said bead from sliding off said cord.

16. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 15, wherein said cord forms
an arc suspended above a wear’s vestment when said eyewear retention device is donned

by a user over their eyes.

17. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 16, wherein said tapered

portion comprises a hollow frustum.

18. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 17, wherein said cord is

plastic coated.

19. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 18, wherein said retention

means is comprised of rubber.

20. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said retention

means comprises a hollow frustum.

21. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 20, wherein said retention
means are sufficiently elongated such that said retention means substantially covers an

eyeglass temple and elastomeric tension is developed within said retention means to cause

12
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said cord to extend rearwardly relative to a wearer in a suspended arc over the upper torso

of said wearer without contacting said wearer or their vestment.

22. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 21, wherein said retention
means includes an angle to normalize the direction of said cord rearward from said user’s

head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

23. The eyewear retention device as recited in claim 13, wherein said tapered

portion includes an angle to normalize the direction of said cord rearward from said user’s

head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

24. An eyewear retention device, comprising:

a. a resilient member;

b. a pair of temple retention tubes disposed around the ends of said resilient
member;

c. an end grommet encircling each end of said resilient member compressed
thereupon;

d. a bead slidably encircling each end of said resilient member; and,

e. wherein each said retention tube comprises a tubular frustum, and wherein

an end portion of said resilient member is disposed within said retention
tube such that said bead is held against the interior walls of said retention
tube, and wherein said resilient member extends through the smaller

diameter end of said retention tube.

13
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Abstract

An eyewear retention device is disclosed that includes a length of resilient cord,
such as cabling having a smooth plastic outer sheath, and terminating at each end in a
tapered, rubberized retention tubing, and including retention end grommets molded against
the ends of the cabling to prevent the slipping off of the retention tubing from the cabling.
The combination of the resilient cord and the retention tubing produces a tensioned arc
such that in addition to retaining eyeglasses to the vestment of a user when not in use, the
retention device forms a suspended arc over the wear’s upper torso such that the device

does not contact the wear’s upper torso or their vestment when donned over a wear’s eyes.

14
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EYEWEAR RETENTION DEVICE
Field of Invention

The present invention relates generally to devices that retain eyewear on a user. In
greater particularity the present invention relates to apparatuses that allow a user to remove
sunglasses from a wearer's head while retaining them upon the upper torso. In even greater
particularity the present invention relates to sunglasses and eyewear methods for retaining
glasses on a wearer's upper torso using lightweight cabling.

Background of the Invention

For many decades, eyewear users have attached strings, cloth-based retainers, and
lightweight chains to loosely retain eyeglasses and sunglasses upon a wearer's upper torso
when not in use upon the wearer. Several decades ago, "Croakes" were introduced which
are affixed to the end portion of the temples of eyeglasses. Croakes became popular with
fisherman and hunters who utilize polarized sunglasses and heavily tinted lenses to provide
protection from glare and light reflected from water and other reflective surfaces in bright
sunlight. Other types of lenses have also developed in popular culture to provide different
types of tinting and appearances, and protective strategies from glare and the sun's
damaging UV light have arisen.

However, with the advent of darker tinting of glass and plastic lenses, especially in
non-prescription type sunglass lenses, wearer's are frequently required to dismount their
glasses in order to read close-up materials or inspect materials that are stored in relatively
low-light conditions. For example, it is quite common for a fishermen, skippers, or first
hand deckhands to discard their glasses when going underneath a top deck to get fishing

tackle and/or read charts and navigational aids during bright sunlight hours in order that
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they may be able to view the materials they seek and obtain the information they desire.
Hence, Croakes, and other types of retained devices have become popular for outdoorsmen
and sportsmen alike seeking to provide the safety and proximity retention of their glasses
while providing the flexibility to discard them quickly and utilize their eyes in relatively
lowlight conditions.

Unfortunately, Croakes and other types of eyewear retaining devices place a burden
upon the wearer in that the older retention devices lay directly against the back of the neck
or upper back portion, or around the collar of a shirt. Such locations are inconvenient
because the retention device itself becomes potentially ensnared in the collar and/or
buttons of the wearer's vestment that hinders the re-application or the re-mounting of the
glasses upon the wearer's eyes. Further, for collarless vestments and similar, or even with
a shirtless individual, the retention lanyards whether chains, string, or cloth-based ties like
Croakes, become laden with sweat, suntan lotion, protective emollients, and other types of
debris on the upper torso of an individual. This can soil and make unsightly the retention
device. Over time, corrosion from salt and other types of chemicals on the outer layer of
the skin can even corrode or diminish the retention effectiveness of the retention device.

Hence, what is needed is an eyeglass retention device that maintains the full utility
of the retention objective for sunglasses, while avoiding all of the difficulties of past
eyewear retention devices.

Summary of Invention
An eyewear retention device is disclosed that includes a length of cabling having a

smooth plastic outer sheath, and terminates each end within tapered, rubberized retention
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tubing, and having retention end grommets molded against the ends of the cabling to

prevent the slipping off of the retention tubing.

Brief Description of the Drawings

An eyewear retention device incorporating the features of the apparatus are
depicted in the attached drawings which form a portion of the disclosure and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a elevational schematic drawing of the invention showing dimensions in
millimeters;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram similar to Fig. 1 but, showing a highly tapered
version of the retention tubing of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a digital photograph of the invention showing the generalized semi-
circular shape and retention tubing positioned against the end stop grommets;

FIG. 4 is the invention placed upon the end portions of the temples of a typical pair
of eyeglasses showing the general placement of the temples inserted within the retention
tubing;

FIG. S is a digital photograph providing a concave view of the invention; and,

FIG. 6 is a digital photograph plan view of the invention showing the retention
tubing repositioned along the retention cable to expose the crimped end grommets that
prevent the retention tubing from detaching from the retention cabling.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

Referring to the drawings for a better understanding of the function and structure of

the invention, Fig. 1 shows a schematic drawing of the invention in elevational view.

Invention 10 includes a cable 11 having a tightly wound wiring structure and coated with a

3
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relatively frictionless outer insulation. The cable is of sufficient diameter and internal
wiring resiliency such that the cable is biased toward a zero axis deflection orientation. In
other words, the cable is resistant to deflection memory, as one would find in a solid
copper wire of equal diameter, and resists attempts to deform the cable and tends to
maintain a linear shape in all weather conditions. Invention 10 includes retention tubes 12
having a diameter sufficient to pass over the end portions of a typically sized eyeglass
temple. Retention tube opening 18 is sufficiently sized and includes a relatively friction
free surface to permit easy sliding of the retention tubing 12 onto the temple end portion.
Generally, the retention tubing 12 consists of flexible and resilient rubber, or like
compound, and has substantially frictionless qualities on its exterior. The retention tubing
includes a tapered portion 16 defining an aperture 19 cooperatively sized to insert the end
of the cable 11 while maintaining circumferential contact around the cabling. Once the
end of the cable has passed through aperture 19 and emerges through opening 18, a
grommet 13 is placed upon the end of cable 11 and compressed using known methods to
engage and form a permanent stop upon the end portion of wire 11, thereby providing
sufficient force and resiliency to prevent the passage of retention tubing 12 through
aperture 19. Once grommet 13 has been secured to the end of cable 11, tension may be
applied to cable 11 and the cable and grommet combination may be carefully pulled
through opening 18 to secure grommet 13 against the conjuncture of tapering 16 and the
sidewalls of retention tube 12. Upon the engagement of grommet against the upper walls
of tapered portion 16, grommet 13 will exert circumferential pressure upon the upper
portion of tapered portion 16 to secure the grommet 13 within the retention tube 12. The

assembly of the retention tube 12 and grommet 13 is identical for each end of cable 11.

4

Page 96 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013



Referring now to Fig. 2, one may see a variation in the shape of retention tube 12.
To accommodate some glasses having relatively thin temples, retention tube 22 may be
reshaped to include a fully tapered conical structure from opening 21 to aperture 23. As
may be seen, a hollow interior of retention tube 22 is sized into an elongated conical shape
so that temples of varying sizes may be inserted within opening 21 and slid along the
interior of retention tube 22 until sufficient circumferential force is applied to the end of
the inserted temple to stop the progress of the temple within the hollow interior of the
retention tube 22. This shape allows for varying applicability for different size temples
and also provides additional security by increasing circumferential pressure on temples
inserted within the hollow interior of 22. As before, grommets 13 (not shown) are atfixed
to the end of cable 11 and pulled through opening 21 until engaged within the interior of
22 toward aperture 23.

Referring now to Fig. 3, a digital photo of the invention is shown with the retention
tubing in place and end grommets 13 fully engaged within tapered section 16 of retention
tubing 12.

Referring now to Fig. 4, as shown, retention tubing 12 is inserted over end portions
of the temples of the shown eyeglasses until end portions of the temples are fully engaged
within the interior of the retention tube 12. A sufficient length of cabling is provided to
allow for the donning of the combination of the invention and eyeglasses, or sunglasses,
over a wearer's head while in place, and is sized to accommodate baseball caps and similar
sun visor protective head gear.

Importantly, the resiliency of the cabling 11 in combination with the secure

structure of retention tubing 12, with its inherent resiliency, creates an internal resilience

5
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within cabling 11 such that the cable maintains an elevated position above a wearer's rear
neck and lower head area. Therefore, due to the internal resiliency of the cable, and the
positioning of the tubing on the eyeglass temples, the cabling does not contact a wearer's
back or collar, or other vestment worn by a user, but instead maintains a spaced position
extending backwards from the user. Further, the angle of the retention tubing, and/or the
conical tapered portion, may be altered to allow for the redirection of the cable portion into
a superior elevated position over a wearer upper back and neck.

Referring now to Fig. 6, one may see that a pair of copper grommets that have been
compressed over the ends of the cabling 11 with the retention tubing 12 displaced away
from the copper grommets 13. As shown, the grommets 13 have been compressed (e.g.
crimped) such that grommet 13 may not be displaced in either direction along cable 11.

While I have shown my invention in one form, it will obvious to those skilled in the
art that is not so limited but is susceptible of various changes and modifications without

departing from the spirit thereof.

01637479.1
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course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement
Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.
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Document code: WFEE

United States Patent and Trademark Office
Sales Receipt for Accounting Date: 11/29/2010

BHARDEN SALE #00000007 Mailroom Dt: 11/08/2010 12991668
01 FC : 2642 215.00 OP
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Document code: WFEE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Sales Receipt for Accounting Date: 11/29/2010

BHARDEN ADJ #00000007 Mailroom Dt: 11/08/2010
Seq No: 5064 Sales Acctg Dt: 11/09/2010 12991668
02 FC:2641 -50.00 OP
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Document code: WFEE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Sales Receipt for Accounting Date: 11/29/2010

BHARDEN ADJ #00000006 Mailroom Dt: 11/08/2010
Seq No: 5064 Sales Acctg Dt: 11/09/2010 12991668
03 FC:2642 -215.00 OP
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PTO/SB/06 (07-06)

Approved for use through 1/31/2007. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** |If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD | Application or Docket Number | ~Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 12/991 ,668 11/08/2010 I:l To be Mailed
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY [X] OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($) RATE ($) FEE ($)
L Basic Fee N/A N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR1.16(a). (b). or (c))
[ seARcH FEE
(37 CFR1.16(. (). or (m) N/A N/A N/A N/A
|:| EXAMINATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) N/A N/A N/A N/A
é?%ﬁLREL'I'%I(,I\;I)S minus20= | * X$ = ORI X3 =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . N _ _
(37 CFR 1.16(h) minus 3 = XS = XS =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
sheets of paper, the application size fee due
] pap pp
A?’F;PCLF'(&TJSN SIZE FEE is $250 ($125 for small entity) for each
( 16(s) additional 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See
35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()))
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
- 11/08/2010 | Arrer PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE () | Fee $) RATE ($) FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
S | [oalerem 8 Minus | = 20 =0 X $26 = 0 OR [ xs =
1.16(i
% Independent « 1 Minus | =3 -0 X $110 = 0 OR | xs =
frj MEAsEREW) =
<§E l:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
|:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(})) OR
TOTAL TOTAL
ADD'L 0 OR ADDL
FEE FEE
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE () | Fee $) RATE ($) FEE ($)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z | 1o erem . Minus | * = xs = oR [ xs =
2 e, |- Minus | - - xs = oR [xs =
E D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
<C |:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(})) OR
TOTAL TOTAL
ADD’L OR ADD’L
FEE FEE

Legal Instrument Examiner:

/GOIGA N. DUCKETT/

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to

process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,

preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you

require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.

Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0O-9199 and select option 2.
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Document code: WFEE

United States Patent and Trademark Office
Sales Receipt for Accounting Date: 11/29/2010

BHARDEN RF #30091205 Mailroom Dt: 11/29/2010 12991668
Credit Card Refund Total: $50.00

Visa XAXXXXXXKXAKXXX1591
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER NO. FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO.
12/991,668 Ronald Wade Williams P104825USIB

23378 | INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. |

BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP PCT/US09/43156

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT LA. FILING DATE PRIORITY DATE

1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH 05/07/2009 05/08/2008

BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104
CONFIRMATION NO. 1475

371 ACCEPTANCE LETTER

L

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATION UNDER 35 U.S.C 371 AND 37 CFR 1.495

The applicant is hereby advised that the United States Patent and Trademark Office in its capacity as a
Designated / Elected Office (37 CFR 1.495), has determined that the above identified international application has
met the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 371, and is ACCEPTED for national patentability examination in the United
States Patent and Trademark Office.

The United States Application Number assigned to the application is shown above and the relevant dates are:

11/08/2010 11/08/2010
DATE OF RECEIPT OF 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(1), DATE OF COMPLETION OF ALL
(c)(2) and (c)(4) REQUIREMENTS 35 U.S.C. 371 REQUIREMENTS

A Filing Receipt (PTO-103X) will be issued for the present application in due course. THE DATE APPEARING
ON THE FILING RECEIPT AS THE " FILING DATE" IS THE DATE ON WHICH THE LAST OF THE 35
U.S.C. 371 (c)(1), (¢)(2) and (c)(4) REQUIREMENTS HAS BEEN RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE. THIS DATE
IS SHOWN ABOVE. The filing date of the above identified application is the international filing date of the
international application (Article 11(3) and 35 U.S.C. 363). Once the Filing Receipt has been received, send all
correspondence to the Group Art Unit designated thereon.

The following items have been received:

+ Indication of Small Entity Status

+ Copy of the International Application filed on 11/08/2010

+ Copy of the International Search Report filed on 11/08/2010
* Preliminary Amendments filed on 11/08/2010

+ Oath or Declaration filed on 11/08/2010

+ U.S. Basic National Fees filed on 11/08/2010

* Priority Documents filed on 11/08/2010

« Power of Attorney filed on 11/08/2010

page 1 of 2

FORM PCT/DO/EO/903 (371 Acceptance Notice)
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Applicant is reminded that any communications to the United States Patent and Trademark Office must be mailed
to the address given in the heading and include the U.S. application no. shown above (37 CFR 1.5)

BRIAN A HARDEN

Telephone: (703) 756-1815

page 2 of 2
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD

Application or Docket Number

Substitute for Form PTO-875 12/991,668
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
o) (o or () N/A N/A N/A 165 N/A
SEARCH FEE
e o N/A N/A N/A 215 N/A
EXAMINATION FEE
it ey N/A N/A N/A 110 N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS ) *
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 8 minus 20= 26 = 0.00 OR
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 1 minus 3 = 110 = 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $270 ($135 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL 490 TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
L Total * i - =
> a7 CF% ?.16(i)) Minus = OR
a Independent * Minus | *** =
E (37 CFR 1.16(h)) = OR
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT GLAIM (37 GFR 1.16())) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
{Column 1) {Column 2) {Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
1N} Total * Minus * = =
= (37 CF% ?.16(i)) OR
% Independent * Minus | *** = ~ OR
L (37 CFR 1.16(h)) -
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT GLAIM (37 GFR 1.16()))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".

*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMSQIND CLAIMS
12/991,668 11/08/2010 490 P104825USJB 8 1
CONFIRMATION NO. 1475
23378 FILING RECEIPT
BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP
INTELLEGTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT Wy

1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104

Date Mailed: 11/30/2010

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)
Ronald Wade Williams, Birmingham, AL;
Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 23378

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a 371 of PCT/US09/43156 05/07/2009
which is a CON of 12/142,323 06/19/2008 PAT 7,467,867
which claims benefit of 61/051,539 05/08/2008
and said PCT/US09/43156 05/07/2009
claims benefit of 61/051,539 05/08/2008

Foreign Applications

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 11/29/2010

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 12/991,668

Projected Publication Date: 03/10/2011
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **

page 1 of 3
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Title
Eye Wear Retention Device

Preliminary Class
PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier

page 2 of 3
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license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

page 3 of 3
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MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM
FEE CALCULATION SHEET

Substitute for Form PTO-1360
(For use with Form PTO/SB/06)

Application Number

12991668

Filing Date

Applicant(s) Ronald Williams

* May be used for additional claims or amendments

CLAIMS AS FILED AFTER FIRST AFTER SECOND * * *
AMENDMENT AMENDMENT
Indep I Depend Indep I Depend Indep I Depend Indep I Depend Indep I Depend Indep I Depend

1 1 51
2 1 52
3 1 53
4 1 54
5 1 55
6 1 56
7 1 57
8 1 58
9 1 59
10 1 60
11 1 61
12 1 62
13 1 63
14 1 64
15 1 65
16 1 66
17 1 67
18 1 68
19 1 69
20 1 70
21 1 71
22 1 72
23 1 73
24 1 74
25 1 75
26 1 76
27 1 77
28 1 78
29 1 79
30 1 80
31 1 81
32 1 82
33 83
34 84
35 85
36 86
37 87
38 88
39 89
40 90
41 91
42 92
43 93
44 94
45 95
46 96
47 97
48 98
49 99
50 100

Total Indep 3 1 0

— — — — |

Depend

N N N
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
12/991,668 11/08/2010 Ronald Wade Williams P104825USIB
CONFIRMATION NO. 1475
23378 PUBLICATION NOTICE
BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTIENT R

1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104

Title:Eye Wear Retention Device

Publication No.US-2011-0058140-A1
Publication Date:03/10/2011

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set forth
in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's Office of
Public Records. The Office of Public Records can be reached by telephone at (703) 308-9726 or (800) 972-6382,
by facsimile at (703) 305-8759, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Office of
Public Records, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and the

dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through the Patent
Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application Information and
Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently http://pair.uspto.gov/. Prior to
publication, such status information is confidential and may only be obtained by applicant using the private side of
PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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Application Number

12/991,668

Filing Date November 8, 2010
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE [t vamed imventor | Romaid Wade Wil
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT ,
Ant Unit 2873
{ Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name Mai, Huy Kim
Attorney Docket Number P104825USJB
U.S. PATENTS
. . . . Pages, Columns, Lines where
ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬂner ﬁge Patent Number g";‘g o' Issue Date lc:!fac?il: dog;ituenqt;e; or Applicant Relevant Passages or
Relevant Figures Appear
1 1819738 1931-08-18 Ludlow
2 2704961 1955-03-29 MWeil
3 34504567 1269-06-17 [Phillips
4 1133604 1979-01-09 Fuller
5 5092668 1992-03-03 Welch
6 5575042 1896-11-19 [Kalbach
7 5664291 1997-09-09 Stoller
8 6053612 2000-04-25 Macintosh
9 5644808 2003-11-11 {Liu
10 6941612 2005-09-13 MacKay
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Application Number

12/991,668

Filing Date

November 8, 2

010

First Named nventor

Ronald Wade Williams

Art Unit 2873
{ Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
| Examingr Name Mai, Huy Kim
Attorney Docket Number P104825USJB
11 7284855 2007-10-23  [Bent
12 |7467867 2008-12-23 [Williams
13 [D607919 2010-01-12 [Williams

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button.

U.S. PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

. . . - . Pages, Columns, Lines where
Examiner| Cite . Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant ' '
Initial* No- Publication Number Code' | Date of cited Document Ili_{‘ele\rant Passages or Relevant
igures Appear
1 2007/0046889 2007-03-01 Miller

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button.

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

, _ ) _ o Name of Patentee or  |Pages, Columns,
Examiner Cite | Foreign Document Countgy Kind ) Publication Applicant of cited Lines where Relevant | 15
Initial* No | Numbers Code Code’ | Date Document Passages or Relevant

Figures Appear
1 JP2001-209014 Jp 2001-08-03 | Sekiguchi 0O
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

. ) Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article {(when appropriate), title of the item
Examinen Cite | (ho0k  magazine, journal, serial, symposium, cataiog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), ™
Initials™ |No | 5 plisher, city and/or country where published.

First Package July 2008
1 O
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Application Number- 12/991 668

Filing Date November 8, 2010
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE  [riro named mvemior | Romaid vade voiroms
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT :

Art Unit 2873
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Mai, Huy Kim

Attorney Docket Number P104825USJB

Yellow Mannequin July 2008

Product Flyer July 2008

Second Package December 2008

January 2009 Show Literature

First Brochure April 2009

Third Package April 2009

7 a
US Trademark Application 77171760
8 . (I
Masahi, HONDA “International Preliminary Report on Patentability” (for
9 PCT/US09/43156), International Bureau of WIBQ, November 9, 2010 0
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
Examiner Signature Date Considered

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, Draw line through a citation
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

' See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document,
by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). ® For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the
Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. * Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on
the document under WIPQ Standard T.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language translation is
attached.
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Application Number 12/991,668
. Filing Date November 8, 2010
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE i Named inverior | Ronaid Wade Wiams
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT )
Art Unit 2873
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name |Mai, Huy Kim
Attérney Docket Number P104825USJB
CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37.CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

[] That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication

from a foreian natent office in a counternart foreian anplication not more than three months nrior to the filina of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)X(1).

OR

[] That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to
any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)}(2).

[l See attached certification statement.
O 'Fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

' None

_ SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /(///-/éo/g,[d [4,‘,&0‘ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 012 ~03-34

Name/Print NICHOLAS J. LANDAU Registration Number 57,120

Page 123 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013




Page 1 of 1

() HEBHGET (I P) EHBEFEEHEW (DRI
$5PH2001 — 209014
( P2001 —200014A)
@DRME FRIBES A B F2001.8.3)
GUIM.CL’ Rams Fl Fa- (22
Go2C 11/ GoZC 1400 2HE06

HEWR FER BREOKRI TH (2 6 W

LHHEE S HREZ0D L — 50200 PZ00B0 —50200) TIIHEBA 50008564
: Mo #
{2y HBIR TEREI24E L A24 A (2000, 1. 20) THRIRHSISRYES—8 WWEEE
' H6—80F

QzamE |\n &
TRIBHSURSHMESNS- 6 AEE
e —8o7

Far-h{@B) Zhi06 {403

6Bh [RHGER]  ATRHNE LTRER

57y (]

3988 ) —@RE 2 97 2 D b2 A A A EIRBDE S £82<
TEMREL, AHFD [XUES ) P, WELHIET S
BERE B HRE U LNTELEDNLTS,

[BIRFER] DRI 2. AHFCF TR
. FooERRHELT, FIOROEE2ERFA
W3, IEEECTE LRSS,

l"l-
,r:’.;?\"“'“s BT

/ . £
Pia FERE ojf,’,r, .
Ko 7 i e
g
;’ KE-T 34 2o
wiss -~ ()
D . 4 & by

~a

hitp://wwwéb.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/Tokujitw/icontentpal aFN8F00=21 & N6 dBEAhdk  E%/ s



1
(iR oG] :
[fm) ) (1) EESCFL70 (9) WCFTds—
A 1y & SO (1) WSEL, BEBELT
EETaLE (2) #FT3,
(o) E@mHs, 7l (9) OL@EEFELTEL L
PRIEFETLARTIRE (3] &, 8 (1) OEHAE
=
By iEEYaEE (2 OTFHEI. Eoft

VIR EHP S TFRELTDA L v 88 (4 &,

CORE - () GEF, FFl (9) S
BYBFREUTOEN (5 &, B, CORE
(%) AT LN, & (1) ARKBLT
B (1) AEEHEERMTL CEHREE R T REL L
TEORESEE (6) &, €heh, Ok E (2) K
3, PLEd Bt Iha 7 a0EMERET S L
LT B AHEHE1E ETRER,

[EBRIB2 ) 15 ¢ 1) OISR Em RS (7)
OEFGOESH 770 (9) OREEFEHLT, B
{1 PRERCHLBITEET SEESFEE AL T
&R T AEERIE | BaER2 A FS & TS
5
[EFRE3) & (1) ORBE, 2o (1) okfr
BB o ThEd 3L 7 RURERTIC L
LT LR 1 RO 3 FEE | & LIFERE,
[ ZISEET 3R
[anga]

[ZBEORET 2599 ) FRH LB HANE
T EAHNFHEOWEL. —HOELE€EHL, 7
aGER AT S C Lic LV EREL. B, el
<~ THIEO A F T S{REHEE3- 735512
HEEEWE T 3,

[ana2]

[FEROAFHT) LY. Fa0FMEfMBLT. 4
AU TEESAELIERL LTE. EEOTLTL
TSR EAREE L TR, AV AHEECHER
BETLE247CANAVHB, (FIAE, FR4E]
-1381 14888},

[DD63] &, BRlsyi0ERNzBRLEEL
L, ERCT L7 L [ ad s
). Erold T L) OFOWERERO GG,
SRR EL TRRL. COBOEILERTL T
SIZEG HESEED L XA TOAFFR AR
v EHBHE,

[HoGg4a]

RASMEEHRL & L ¥ BIRME] BER. BERMIC el
% FLAlCRERSCEEET TR FiTA R4
DA, BT 2OEMORE . SN FEESO
WECHT LZEFSRESH S, LU, BEHEOLD
LT 2 IFEEEE A5 - T LT, BIE A W HETA
MOFEABETL DL, 77 EENCSERMT

Ed

Page 1 of 1

2O -209D14
F

HRER, CORORENEOMNELBAIC LS
RS L 5T D L HMERRIHNEI R T,
[Dnas] ®k, TAMMHEHESESE LELT
FETHhIE, ANVMFERAEEELTE. B0 EEE
MEORENHhhLicsh. PIROCEREIEE S, L
MU, FOERMERY A 3 ERCEENERSI N
GG, AFRRARLIGTIE, R AEILY
LETIROERFEEPET LTS L L HRENH B,
[0006] =&, AE—00 FIEDLTE ANE
WHT SR IETERE LTS, ULHL [{iHEE
EETHM| P 2258 +FRTL5E, EHhs
EELHRTTWS (A HANSORSBCRLTHEAD
E—Aw b ) FRELTEY COBRIRBCI LT
Y. ARICHT HEBE~OEBEERIh TR
Lo, ERERIE DIEDE D SMEREIRL, BiltTa S
LERHIET S,
[(o07]
[BEFERT ADDFE] LROBMAEETS
Wi, ERPEF20SMENBLT A FERERCE
ETATH~C®E— 2 e, Bo, HELESA
HELTEBT—ADEELELERCE I LE L,
Cheittaimeac Liclth F20fEReE L 34
T, AHAFRORELERT L LEFHECL. Gt
TAHFSEEFFTILEMNTESLSH WL,
(D0DG8] LT, H1EE, 2ofimiate,
(1) Z60E L, FOREFOEES LTOTHCE
BRI T 2B, COAEEIEET SEAERTE
OEEAEL. REFENRI 2EET .
(7)) ZGOE+H2 . 20T, Coexi2 L
—(EZOAF s A L FOLFREL L. ZhHC
RIFAE o e A EHENEG S 8T 5,
() RO 1O TH S EFlc@mt Ce w2 o
EESEL. R b oo~ E4 LIRS E, B OTE
M5 SRR LI BT B,
[069) fads, BRIE] (4) B0#O a0y &
. THAgHheEemEr= >R toinEs, #Aasbtdik
e irfoE @ ) OEETHL TS,
[BD16) :
[REICMOE] wX0EE, BB e E0i#
O BT PR ER & SR SER & ORI U AR L, B
ILER & SNSRI L8 U B S L ORI -
T. AHROFL 7R EE T SEST—HOEN,
COEm BRI E T S e B XA FEENCH L
TRFFLEIN B L EL. EE@TFRICET IR b ot
—~ERAT A DEMIC R A AL 5T, AN HEHE
LEHF~DE-—2 FEEUCIRBOT, TORBARF
BahE, RESCT, EO»5DEREEEL. HhiE

YELOTHE, BEROE &, BRTERRTS LTI

Wi HEOEEARETERL, BXFI0EEH BT S
[ ¥ & ‘.r‘tﬁ:ﬂ.:tl .‘fcﬁﬁé?&%?‘cﬁ”ﬁ’cﬁb@;ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬂ& L,

http://wwwéh.ipdLinpit.go.jp/Tokujitwijcontentpal HaENR800=21&N60U LS dBE AN . E%/ 18612



3

THh<

(391 1) £0, BOTHEECEY LAmMEZES
it EREBEeEEGT L LIl EUENAERICH LT
E{TICEETEEE L oc & EICERD 1 2 B Trindi
OE@HTF T b aBBL it & B, CORTE
IR S ORI F o T WDEIE & R L THIERME
CERERIE L, EGOFEREERT A HNRS,
[0D12] $%, BORBEFTHELEEFIKENS W
DNTF NI LB SR T L. HEE
- RARRSOECH - T, BEaE L ISTmE L oiiEl
., S UFEWIEHREEBRSIDIERET S,
[D013] 44, BEERGT Y 7ACHESCEYS
HTBEEThiE, b+ & HirEs0RERS s AL
SIEERT AT, AHFESCHT 3 —ORESS
HET D, UL, BIECERGRETE T D HICE
RIECHMAEE, AL oS, FEOERITH S
FEELTELEHCH R, . BOMI BN
i,

(oD a) geiRifs BESBORKC 2T HE
WEIHHERLTHEIT S &, 29 [Eis@EahiE
£ 2 ORI E B RICERERE, EIOTRBK BT A Y
O FAEERL, —F, HENERE, todEs
ECREE 0 & {EMCE (R THIOT, BRI
o> TETLEL R CHET 238 0T SR EE ST e
%,

(D015 ] CadRBme &, @iobHoe 25 E
HiC3I< &, HMERLT o0 E, KBESNEFEL, ®
EER AL S oM S5, RISEED
EFESGALETIAOLEAICEEIL, 204 2REFHCR
S HRECERMGE SO ERlE, Dok R TR
LT BREES L TORLIBELYE T3,
[D018] EEBm, CheDNHEEMIERLT,
EIFLRD LB dot THmENAR LHHE I AHIET B EH &
Lo TS LT LAENE. S 7L EInEEd 5L &
TE A,

[DD17])

[SEhafd) s=igfflic2L-CREm L DEREEY LS, Fi
LEEHE LCTOE Y st HET ) 3. SOH%EHAE W
EETIGN I ERE, ReRIeniELR-TEY
5, BIOESSAECHLTLAE, F2OENFE
WCHET L &M CE, L OAIEERRG I TR
EUALEERATHNEFETH D,

(D31 8]) #£x, B CRIFORBI2LTE. B
AT S SEREVSERG LOMCE €2 IKETER
MHE, BEZIE - TRARSIMNRAALEABLY
BECHIECEEET S,
[DD1g]2LT, Fl, B2, 4mTHIET
Fdb LB CRMUAEROCTRE S hRw RO (7%
YR L CIERT B, LL L, ERBEMALLTE

Page 1 of 1

BEH2GD 1209014
4

NThEL A ES T R —FT L TSR L, T
NECILDEREEBRTHEC LABEND,
[D024) 5k, 1oy 7L ELTniFiAE,
FoLLRHLTEETE Lo L, FoOREHEHC
EL5NIHBENTHNIL. BRsE T L,
[DDZ21] 5 Oftieow T, Eht =8
. MEREESTAeRSA, HLEOLSLRTP
Edas#iTvh 3,
[(BD221EI, TH-TEESOHKE 208
BB R T S T L MEE L4, FOHEIE. HES
6 OHEET ER Lo ) ORE L0 &S R
LicbDTHRLL5ETE, £, B€2, ONH
i MhE, WEl, REEIrETLISETL BIA
i, BERBEOS L2 RTP EOEEHMSETETH
v S
[DD23)YE4, b, Blead &5, B CiRiE
e 2 BTt Sk, By, ElrSsgird
LT, B ORIECEET 2. EOSEEET -
AR L, —EERE L DREELO R, FIRCRE
&G OESHAMCHECTROTG 5, Hl1ed
L EHBELRE T2, LOdE, TOAK
FHISCERSE, BICEFLEEE—RTAL LR
BR L bict, i, TOEICREL I
| SEEOEME A, FZEO L FRT P EYMIFE T
B3, '
[DDZ2a}E7wFRTLAE, Ao t—EdidEE
2E—FTHD. TORRICOLTE. Eoflo s
RS ESRAicAd g TH S, TOESIL
Aboprt—#B4 57 a@HAC BT AEA L LTERHS
fERCa NI ZREOEFIFCETNTO L BEAD
EITHAIRL L, TORM T, EELigal
BOSIITLC EROBRIY S, $3, TR,
SRS LOBERED—REERT 2L EMBBETH L,
(DDZBI@ETRRTEIW, HRGE, Ee2ée—
HFTHN, —WETAHFOT LT OMERT LR
LESOYMNAAEFE €2 OFEMERAmMCEEY S
ETCANTHATE, TOERLHI ST, WEDL
BUAL v - L OFERD—BRILBET S LE
By,
(D028 ETwmy &5, REMBESIXEE2 &
—&THY, LOHNGNE 2 YIROFEERT, 0
BRI T e 2 OB, WABKEEYTS
#¢ EROBERS & 0 EANDENASE N, £0M
Bale o3 AF o SRR CHEET S, COFIRF
PECIE I, HECSHE AN Ohiciig L CERT
2o ¥, B ABLOBCRGRERARDESHEE
ENBBEEITHLILBEFETH S,
noe7IE]l, 2. 3. AemTLd0, EEE
BRL L TORFBTEHSET REN L—EThHY. 20F

BURT LS. COARETEPS EHREP S 50 Hidd | OTREREESICANL R E-< F R0 £ PR

http://wwewd.ipdLinpit.go p/Tokujitw/ticontentpal a7 kdB00=21 &NOIHDS r B Ahdtk  EX/ 103612



5
T, TOEML2LTE, PTOmEFENHS,
(4) BREISHGEREOS M 7EEN ELTEIBE
& cot TR, —FOEE LEHOL 3 2R
WY 5o
() —FmBle Ly, kRok SafRieEy s,
®ie BETESRTOEC LT 5279 0MiE
& ZOBEFEIEET OEROBES MEE ISR T
#HELEDS L FCERLANEERL. B, —Hi
AHROF TG LR, BIDKRELTHULI LS
1 EOEMOET & SWIERT 2N H 5,
[(DD28]MRLT, ELLDLIEDL. HI
W, EOPREE. LRCENS T T A INE
LUTHRT A LH B, TOMKILEL TE. B
DRARLE, KRENEES OHZE L ORRCEREL. Pzl
OREARE 2. FmSHe i RebsT
< FEELSRT, LD EA~DEMBEER LD C
DL SICERY 2EENDH S, Fh, OO
BRI 2L T, —FEHCE 2 TR T,
[D0D29] FHi, SRBOGEREC L TEIWE
PERET S,
{4 EECRIES T TIL Y EEL AR, BOir
BEIEBIC R | o -2 A DR BRI T, B EHE
CEEALNS ENOLGHDE 2 2LFIE [/
BFLTAQIFEI RS, _
{7y FEOR 22 #UBEHRPEBFESLT2ILT
L &, FAOERKED . A A FEERS [{ERS) &
LT iB i, E¥osti: 4 @0, TOEHBE
BT, B2 8 2SR L THRT S,
{2 FhE, AHFEEORSHE, LOERCES
Fedhitld, Frool RS b IE LS s, B
OFAHEETOT 7 GDEREEIEL T 5L A5F
AEIER L &Y UOmEIEES DR, BE L0 TCESEH
BETLNTES,
(=) i, B7TCOERE, AXFIORENINS
BiEE, EOBTHRE LS () OEES B
. FFLGHERBDE LD OMEE ) DR E
TEHEEFE EE5L, —SHHA AL AR
WHA—H0 (RYT] & & LOMOEESESE -~
T, EOHRG (WL ) PETEOTC, AHIORE
AT ORI BT NG ERT AL LHNTE
’EN
taky BEROr (o) L =y OBEER-—LT, £dig
TR S 2 &L O, A M3 BB 5825
hé& . AHREWT BRSNS T A C &
MTESL,
[(D0D3G] fds, TOBOIEM (/) £LT. B
IEDLTHRITS &, 8 1 OEERSHTEREET,
FESESRC I N IR AER 2R 1 DL S, @B
WEBTSER LIEH0. SEELvEE2adlTd
K, BREACER SERAICHE, BLwmTLIK,

20

3%

45

5G

Page 1 of 1

BE2001-209014
g
BERLE2 L, LE2adE [—HoLE] SULTRS
D&lT D,

[o031]) $h, 2ol (n) L7, BE
2 a GRS T, & OISR E PSR & BT Lst
. @1 10450, 88 <&l LB A Ko S sl
A2ETLEHE. E€2 a 0EEORBRCETTLE
b,

[DD32]) £k, FOHEOZIHEH ) LT B
IR T LS. BEACTHRINRAL L2 8 2HE
ALTBIED . FRENBLLAFELELLNL,
[DD33]) k&2, ek (o), {(hy e
i, EhAERHCIE S E €2 R L ERRW
EiINED, TNHOHFEDOEME, HEHECTE
£2EEIEHR LT AR 2OTECMAEMLAL,
(D54l

REOHR) BB D EEBELL LSRR
R LTFRESINs &5 0T84+87 5,
[3035]) %9, FanERla+fRETsT L8y,
AHPEIBONMELERT ZBELSTIOT. AT
ORI, whidd [AHIE] DB, BAN
ETBCEEBIEL, LEETEOAHLEERBGES
THLLNTE S,

[DD36] 2L, MEESME, EHEDEEE, £k
1D o B FREEERCIR L CHEE L, BERROI AR B
Hd HICREL T A0TC. BENFTLANFOIVE
BOREARETAL LHTH L,

[D037) 5k, BESCEICLD, BIHFLT
Lo b THREARICES L OT. B OflkE
F BRICEALZCLNCE, THRICEST AN
OREECHET 2ERNE. AP TARGHE 4
ABEET S LTS,

[0038) 25, ZEAMLEBY. —EDEREL
WR P o2t—ER4, WAES . KESHE6 28T, Lhb
DEBEL L TOSFBEFFER AL T 30T, ERHE
MEE, BUSELT AT EMTES,

(D039 #x, ETHAlCEBY. 5700 kit
ETAE L. MR L FITEY SERERHENE U L
& HEFESRT, COETDERNT T 90N
e FihL,, GEAOEWERINGIT 200, BEFENS
WFLTFILG EHERBET A LEHIEL, 5. @
DHEEATEBTE S,

[DDa¢] 5w, ZHEAmLEED. Bk 200
EETEPELERFLEMD - T2 LI LREHEL T4
CaES, B ILE L RESEE SO OBB TSGR
BEHE, THhIE W THESH T DT, ElZ,
LUREEE T T HEfHESE AL LM TE S,

[ gD 3500 ]
[E1)&=RIB], 2, 33Ewicd s, kRECERS
EiEplETT —HRRERRTH D,

([E2)] sépEs it s, Al EMOEEN4 S

http://wwwébipdLinpit. go jp/Tokujitw/ticontentpal Gat7kd00=21 &NOCHBS IRt £hdk . EX5 194612



7
TEHEBCH S,
[FES] FRIE2REWC LS, FREEFEDEHRAER
TERETHS,
[FE4 ] 0B 2 B 3, FrEEE0EEfexR
THAEE TS5,
(@S] EREIEM LS, BoERAE T EER
TH b,
[FE6] stkrE | Emiicd: 5, BEFEHOERAE
TR CH S,
[E7] afIEL,
EBETh B,
[@Blﬁimt EEICE D, e, AL,
ERCSTaE T an@%ﬁfﬂﬁw_%ﬁfhmﬂ@f
b5,
[E9] W8 | SEricd 3, =RICEDELRT
—ERERARETH D,

2ERCE 5, FRPOTAOS

[E1 0] TOEOERR () 83, EECERM

(1]

3 RE LGS

‘\.gy_i‘_f;ﬁ—ﬁ‘

(2]

Page 1 of 1

OO 1-20901 4
8

e
50

¥ FRTEHERT 55,
[E11] =OE0KER (2 whd, b-e0Ehki
#RTEHEECH D,
(1 2] =00 (1) G453, BESA 7D
FEeFlemTHERTH S,
(#F S )
1 &
2 t=€
2a k%
16 3 REES
Abpii—E
EiE
ERmEeSa
F =R
RS
FLTN
10 B

4
B
g
T
8
8

(B3] (s ]

~ 3l ~3 & -

T 7 ity iR

4

|

3 BERES
(=7 ]
//L‘SVT: \1 . - 3 ﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁ;
Y \ o AAXES

(4] [E&)
f'&/ £ BE G Bl
~im ~ Y
ﬁmg IMEHIGH [ e
’17‘:‘7 i (ﬂrsma
R MERRE 'li / N S hiatd -

7 B

http://www4.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/Tokuj itWtjéontentpajI?i?)aP?IlI%§00=2 1 &N&}&%clﬁffﬁﬁk . .E)%'/ M)Qé 12



Page 1 of 1

53 2D -20901 4

-[Eg] [Eo]

n Wf\
&y >
g ,5/ e [1 18] [@12]

C
Ef 4<%£% ;sz%\%§m4f
17/ rf/ //’%‘%‘ﬁf"
éﬁ {;’) !_; b2
{
b

hitp://wwwé.ipdLinpit.go jp/Tokujitwijcontentpal BaENB800=21 & N6RLSdBE Atk E%/ 1612



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY
PCT

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY
(Chapter 1 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty)

(PCT Rule 44bis)

Applicant’s or agent’s file reference FOR FURTHER ACTION See item 4 below
12449-0003 ‘ : :

International application No. International filing date (dav/month/vear) Priority date (day/monthiyear)
PCTIUS2009/043156 07 May 2009 {07.05.2009) -~ 08 May 2008 (08.05.2008)

Inlematicnal Patent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicaled)
See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 :

Applicant
V\PI LIAMS, Ronald, Wade

1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Burean ori behalf of the
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis.1(a).
2, This REPCRT censists of a total of 4 sheets, incleding this cover sheet.

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written o‘ﬁiﬁibn of the Internaticnal Searching Authority should be read as a
reference to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I} instead.

3. This repert contains indications relating to the following items:

)Ii Box No. I Basis of the report

[ ] Box No. II © Priority

I:, Box No. I Non-establishment of- béinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial
applicability :

D Box No. IV ~ Lack of unity of invention

g Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive siep or
industrial applicability, citations and explanations supporling such stalement

D Box No. VI Certain documesnts cited

D Box No. VI Certain defects in the international application

[:’ Box No. VI Certain observations on the international application

4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44bfs.3(c) and 93bis.1
but not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from
the pricrity date (Rule 44bis .2).

Date of issuance of this report
09 November 2010 (09.11.2010)

Authorized officer

The International Bureau of WIPQO

34, chemin des Colombettes H
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland - Masashi Honda
Facsimile No. +41 22 338 82 70 : . | e-mail: ptd&.pet@wipo.int

Form ECT![R/SB {(Tanmary 2004)
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, PCT/US2009/043156
PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

From the
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

To: . Y
GACII, RUSSELL CARTER P C T

MA YNARD, COOPER & GALE, PC 1901 SIXTH A VENUE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
NORTH: STE.2400 BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2618 USA INTERNATIONA L SEARCHING AUTHORITY

(PCT Rule 43bis.1)’

Date of mailing

fday'monthiyear) 28 DECEMBER 2009 (28.12.2009)

Applicant's or agent's file reference FOR FURTHER ACTION

) See paragraph 2 below
International application No. International filing date (day/month/year} Priority date(day/month/year)
PCT/US2009/043156 07 MAY 2009 (07,05,2009) 08 MAY 2008 (08.05.2008)

International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classiftcation and IPC

CGR2C 1IAME2006.01), GO2C T1/A2(2006.01)i, GO2C 5/00(200&01)3 :

Applicant
WILLIAMS, RONALD WADE

1. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items:
Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion
[] BoxNo.l Priority

D Box No. IIl©  Non-establishenent of opinion with.regard ta novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability

|:| Box No. IV Lack ol unity of invention .

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis. 1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, invertive step or industrial applicability;

D citations and explanations supporting such statement

[

Box No. VI Cerlain documents cited

Box No. V1L Certdin defects in the international apptication

]

Box No. VIII Certain obscrvations on the international application

13

FURTHER ACTION

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this-opinion will be considered to be & written opinion of the
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") exceptthat this does not apply where the applicant chooses an A uthority
other than this one'to be the [PEA and the chosen TPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.1bis(b) that written
opinicns of this International Searching Authorily will not be so considered. -

- {f'this opinion is, as provided abeve, considered to be a written opinion of ihe IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the
[PEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing
of Form PCTISA220 or before the expiration of 22 months [rom the priorily dale, whichever expires later.
lior further options, see Forn: PCT/TSA/220.

3. For further details, ses notes to Form PCT/ISA/220.

Name and mailing address of the ISA/KR Date of completion of thisropirlion Auvthonzed officer
orean Intelleciual Property Office
Government Complex-Dagjeon, 139 ;
Seonsaro, Seo-gis. Daejcon 303 23 DECEMBER 2009 (23.12.2009)| CHOL Ki Hyuk
-701, Republic of Korea o )
Fuesingic iov 82442-472-7140 B Telephone No.82-42.481-5508

Form PCT/ASA/237 (cover sheel) (Aprif 2007
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s International apphication No.
WRITTEN QPINION OF THE

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/US2009/043156

Box No. [ Basis of this opinion

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of :
g the international application in the language in which it was filed

[_] a transtation of the intemational application into , which is the language of a
translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rudes 12.3{a) and 23.1(b))

2. E] This opinien has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified
1o this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43 bis.1(a))

3. With regard toany nucleotide and/or amine acid sequence disclosed inthe international application, this opinion has been
¢stublished on the basis off
4. lype of matersial

D a sequence listing
D fable(s) related to the sequence listing

b. format of material

D on paper

D in electronic form

c. time of filing/furnishing
B contained in the international application as filed.
[:l filed together with the international application in electronic form.
[:l furnished subsequently 1o this Authority for the purposesof search.

4. D In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been
{iled or furnished, the required statements that the informaltion in the subsequent or additioanl copies is identical to that

in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished.

5. Additional comments:

e

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. I)(April 2007)
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International application No.

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/US2009/043156

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43his. 1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Siatement

Novelty (N) . Claims  1-24 | YES
_ Claims  NONE : NO

Inventive step {IS) Claims 1-24 ) . YES
Claims ~ NONE NO

Industrial applicability (TA)  Claims  1-24 s YES

Claims NONE ~+ "7 NO

2. Citations and explanations :

Reference is made Lo the following documents:

D1: JP 2001-209014 A (SEKIGUCHI OSAMU) 03 August 2001

D2: US 6053612 AT (MACINTOSH, JR.: CHARLES M. et al.) 25 April 2000
D3: US 6941619 BZ {BRANDON R. MACKAY et al.} 13 September 2005

D4t U8 5664291 Al (STOLLER; CLAUDE) 09 September 1997

1. Novelty and Inventive Step
1.1 Independent claims 1, 13, 24

D1, which is considered to be the closest prior art to the subject matter of claims 1, 13, 24
discloses a pull-up holder capable of providing spectacles with a function to reduce the weight of
speclacies thal general speclacles possess and a funclion Lo prevent the siip-down and dislodgement
of the spectacles in combination.

Claim 1 differs from D1 in that the end bead slidably encircles each end of cable and a grommet
affixes 1o the end of said cable thereby preventing said bead from sliding off said cable.

Cigim 13 dillers [rom Bl in (hal the end bead slidably encircles each end of cord and prevents {rom
sliding off said cord.

Claim 24 differs from D1 in that the end grommet encircles each end of resilient member compressed
thereupon and a bead slidably encircies each end of said resilient member.

Said features of c¢laims 1, 13 and 24 are not disclosed in any of the pricr art documents, nor is it
obvious to a person skilled in the art by the documents. Accordingly, claims 1, 13 and 24 are novel
and invelve an inventive step under PCT Article 33(2) and (3).

1.2 dependent claims 2-12, 14-23
Claims 2-12 are dependent on claim 1. As claim 1 is considered to be novel and to involve an
inveniive slep. Therefore, Claims 2-12 also considered te be nove! and invelve an inventive step

under PCT Article 33(2) ang (3).

Claims 14-23 are dependent on claim 13. As claim 13 is considered to be novel and toc invoive an
inventive step. Therefore, Claims 14-23 also considered (o be novel and involve an invenlive slep
under PCT Article 33(2) and (3).

2. Industrial Applicability

The inveniions claimed in claims 1- 24 are considered Lo be indusirially applicable under PCT Article
33(4).
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(22) International Filing Date: .
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(26) FPublication Language: English . ZW), Furasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ,

TM), European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE,

(30) Priority Data:
: ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV,

61/051.539 8 May 2008 (08.05.2008) Us
12/142.323 19 June 2008 (19.06.2008) Us MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, SE, SL 8K, TR),
OAPI (BF, B, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML,
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amendments (Rule 48.2(h}}

(81) Designated States {uniess otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM, .(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BR, BW, BY; BZ, 4 March 2010
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(54) Title; EYEWEAR RETENTION DEVICE

(8'7) Abstract; An eyewear tetention device (10} is disclosed that inchudes a length of resilient cord (11), such as cabling having a
smooth plastic outer sheath, and terminating at each end in a tapered, mbberized retention tubing (12), and including retention end
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that the device does not contact the wear's-upper torso or their vestment when donned over a wear's eyvb .
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VI4 EFS WEB
Commissioner for Patents

Post Office Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Nicholas Laadau, J.D., Ph.D.
Direct: (205) 521-8545

Fax: (205) 488-6545
nlandau@babe.com

RE: Iaformation Disclosure Statement

Application Number:
First Named Inventor:
Attorney Docket No:
Invention Title:

Dear Commissioner:

12/991,668

Ronald Wade Williams
P104825USJB

Eye Wear Retention Device:

The applicants hereby submit an information disclosure statement (“IDS”} for this
application. Attached herewith please find the following documents:

1. Cover Letter, including authorization to charge deposit account and certificate of EFS

Web submission (3 pages)
IDS letter (2 pages)

bl il

IDS Form PTO/SB/08a (3 pages)
IDS certification statement (1 page)
10 non-U.S. patent reference documents (53 pages)

Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned by telephone at 205-521-8545 or by
facsimile at 205-488-6545 if further action is required.

Enclosures

1/2307703.1

Sincerely,
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icholas J. Landau, Ph.D.
Registration No. 57120
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Commissioner for Paients
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DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

No fees are believed to be due with the filing of this paper. If, after processing the
enclosed items, any charges, fees, or sums due remain unpaid in connection with this
correspondence, I hereby authorize the Director of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office to charge all such remaining small entity fees, charges, and other sums due to Deposit

Account Number 50-0954. .
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/%oéo' i é T Con ol

Nicholas J. Landau
Attorney for Applicant
Registration No. 57120
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CERTIFICATE OF EFS WEB SUBMISSION

I hereby certify that the following items are enclosed:

1. Cover Letter, including authorization to charge deposit account and certificate of EFS
Web submission (3 pages)

IDS letter (2 pages)

IDS Form PTO/SB/08a (3 pages)

IDS certification statement (1 page)

10 non-U.S. patent reference documents (53 pages)

dl el

Total 14 Documents 62 pages

and are being submitted via the EFS Web of the United States Patent & Trademark Office on
March 22, 2012,

Date: 322\ > @L @W

Donita Evans

Application No. 12/991,668 Attorney Docket No. P104825USJB
1/2307703.1
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Application No. 12/991,668 _ Confirmation No: 1475
Filed: November 8, 2010 ‘ Art Unit: 2873
First Inventor: Ronald Wade Williams '
Examiner: Mai, Huy Kim

Attorney Docket No: P104825USIB

Title: Eye Wear Retention Device

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Mail Stop AMENDMENT
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria VA 22313-1450
Sir/Madam:

Pﬁrsuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant discloses to the Office the references
listed on the accompanying form PTO/SB/08. Applicant respectfully requests the listed
references be duly considered by the Office, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97.
Applicant respectfully points out that, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of an information
disclosure statement shall neither be construed as a representation that a search has been
made, nor as an admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered
to be, material to patentability.

Enclosed please find legible copies of the items designated Foreign Patent
Document number 1 and Non-Patent Literature Documents 1-9 on form PTO/SB/08,
which are other than U.S. patents and published U.S. patent publications.

Foreign Patent Document number 1 is a non-English reference. Under MPLEP

609.04 III, where the information disclosed is not in the English language, but was cited

1/2307634.1
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Appl. No. 12/991,668 Attorney Docket No: P104825USIB
Information Disclosure Statement

in a search report or other action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign
application, the requirement for a concise explanation of relevance can be satisfied by
submitting an English-language version of the search report or action which indicates the
degree of relevance found by the foreign office. Foreign Patent Document number 1 was
cited in the International Preliminary Repért on Patentability (IPRP) for
PCT/US09/43156, of which this application is a national stage entry under 35 U.S.C.
§ 371. A copy of the IPRP, which is in the English language, is provided as Applicant’s
| concise statement of relevance.

In some cases specific locations of possible interest may have been indicated in
the right-most column. Sugh indication is for the convenience of the examiner and is not
to be seen as a representation that these are the only or most relevant areas, or as an
admission of relevance. References with no locations designated may be more relevant
or less relevant than those with such locations identified.

Appiicant believes this Information Disclosure Statement is submitted timely, as
it is submitted prior to the issuance of a first Office Action on the merits; therefore no
fees are due. If the Examiner requires additional action or information that may benefit
from a telephone call, Applicant[s] invite[s] a call to attorney of record, Nicholas J.
Landau at (205) 521-8545. E-mail correspondence and transactions to
nlandau@babc.com are authorized and encouraged.

Respectfully submitted,
BRADLEY ARANT BoULT CUMMINGS LLP

22 Marh 20)2 Moéo é, Tl das

Date Nicholas Landau
Reg. No. 57,120

1/2307634.1
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Application No. 12/991,668 Confirmation No: 1475
Filed: November 8, 2010 Art Unit: 2873
Applicant: Ronald Wade WILLIAMS :

Examiner: Mack, Ricky Levern

Attorney Docket No: P104825USJB

Title: Eye Wear Retention Device

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT
Via EFS Web

Commissioner for Patents
Washington, DC 20231

Sir/Madam:

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.115(a), please enter this preliminary amendment.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page
2 of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 4 of this paper.

1
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CLAIMS
1-32 (Cancelled)

33. (New) An eyewear retention device comprising two temple retainers
connected by a resilient cable, such that when the temple retainers are attached to a pair
of eyeglasses and the eyeglasses are worn over the ears of a wearer, the cable is

suspended off the neck of the wearer.

34, (New) The device of claim 33, wherein said cable is made from a metallic

core coated in a smooth casing.

35. (New) The device of claim 33, wherein said cable comprises a material

selected from the group consisting of twisted wire, resilient plastic and carbon fiber.

36. (New) The device of claim 33, wherein each of said temple retainers

comprises an opening for receiving the temple of a pair of eyeglasses.

37. (New) The device of claim 36, wherein each said temple retainer
comprises a front portion and a back portion, said front portion comprising said opening

and said back portion being connected to said cable.

38. (New) The device of claim 36, wherein said temple retainer is retained on

an eyeglass temple by a friction fit.

39. (New) The device of claim 36, wherein each of said eyeglass temple
retainers includes an angle which normalizes the direction of the cable rearward from the

wearer’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

40. (New) An eyewear retention device comprising two temple retainers and

a resilient cable connecting said temple retainers, said cable of sufficient resiliency such

2
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that when said temple retainers are positioned less than the length of said cable apart, said

cable projects from said retainers into an arc suspended in the air.

41. (New) The device of claim 40, wherein said cable is made from a metallic

core coated in a smooth casing.

42. (New) The device of claim 40, wherein said cable comprises a material

selected from the group consisting of twisted wire, resilient plastic and carbon fiber.

43, (New) The device of claim 40, wherein each of said temple retainers

comprises an opening for receiving the temple of a pair of eyeglasses.

44. (New) The device of claim 43, wherein each said temple retainer
comprises a front portion and a back portion, said front portion comprising said opening

and said back portion being connected to said cable.

45. (New) The device of claim 43, wherein said temple retainer is retained on

an eyeglass temple by a friction fit.
46. (New) The device of claim 40, wherein each of said eyeglass temple

retainers includes an angle which normalizes the direction of the cable rearward from a

wearer’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.
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REMARKS

Applicants amend the claims herein. Applicants submit that no new matter has
been added to the claims. Applicants make these amendments for the sole purpose of
facilitating the expeditious allowance of any subject matter identified as allowable by the
Examiner. Applicants make no admission herein that any cancelled or amended claims in
their original form is non-patentable; Applicants make no disclaimer of the subject matter
of any cancelled or amended claims or dedicate them to the public. If any such
disclaimers are believed to have been made, Applicants explicitly rescind them for the
purpose of future applications to permit recapture of the original subject matter of any
cancelled or amended claims. Applicants reserve the right to file future applications for
letters patent directed to the original subject matter of any cancelled or amended claims.

CONCLUSION

Applicants respectfully request the consideration of the enclosed remarks and
entry of the following submission into the recbrd. If additional action is required that
may benefit from a telephone call, Applicants invite a call to its attorney of record, Paul
M. Sykes (Reg. No. 43,942). E-mail correspondence and transactions to

psykes@babc.com are authorized and encouraged. The Application is believed to be in

condition for allowance, and a timely Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,
BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP

5-3- 20612 Qowt/( 5

Date Paul M. Sykes ¢
Reg. No. 43,942

4
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national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Examiner: “Mack, Ricky Levern
Attorney Docket No: P104825USJB v
Title: Eye Wear Retention Device

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL BASED ON ACTUAL INFRINGEMENT
Commiésibner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
: Alexandria VA 22313-1450
Sir/Madam:
Applicant hereby petitions to make the referenced application special based upon
actual, ongoing infringement under 37 CFR § 1.102(d) and MPEP §708.02 (lI).
Applicant submits the following statement:
I. There is an infringing product actually on the market, namely, the “Chums
Orbiter” eyewear retainer, manufactured by Chums, Inc., and sold at retail stores
throughout the United States and online. By way of example only, the inffinging

product may be viewed and is offered for sale at this website:

htip://www.chums.com/category/orbiter/product/orbiter, a copy of which is

attached hereto as Exhibit A.
2. A rigid comparison the infringing product and the claims of the present
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The Orbiter | Chums | Eyewear Retainers & Outdoor Accessories

Colors

Reviews

The Orbiter

SKU: 12403 -

An eyewear retainer with an edge, the Chums Orbiter molds
form with function. Ultra light and super steek the Orbiter's halo
effect keeps it out of your way. The Orbiter has low profile flat
temples that eliminate pressure points and fit all eyeglass styles.
Weighing in at less than a gram the Orbiter is comfort defined.

Like Be the first of your friends to like this.

Please select a color

Details

Ultra light stainless cable
Halo effect keeps the Orbiter off your neck
Low profile flat temples eliminate pressure points

Break through temple design accommodates the tall frames
of current eyeglass styles.

Comes in 3 colors: black, blue and clear >

Made in USA by ChumsIiIm
<i-—[endif]—>

Privacy Policy | Shipping Policy | Returns Policy | Social Compliance Policy
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EYEWEAR WITH WEIGHTED FLEXIBLE
TEMPLES

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a Non-Provisional based on
Provisional Patent Application No. U.S. 60/711,141 filed on
Aug. 24, 200S.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to the field of eye-
wear and more specifically to adjustable and flexible temples
used with eyeglasses.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Eyewear (e.g., eyeglasses) are constructed in a
wide range of styles and structures employing various
design elements to achieve a desired blend of fashion and
practical elements that make the eyewear suitable for use.
One of the most vulnerable elements of common eyewear is
the temple element, generally hinged to the frame or
attached to the lens of the eyeglasses themselves. The temple
help to support the eyeglasses to the user’s face, creating an
effective triangular support frame comprised of the bridge of
the nose and the upper saddle of each of the user’s ears. Thus
traditionally, temples have been made of stiff materials such
as metals or plastics that can be shaped to the comfort of the
individual. The ability to shape and form the temples is
important because it allows the temples to be adjusted and
shaped to serve individual anatomical features. By way of
example, one ear of an individual may be slightly higher or
lower than the other so some adjustment is commonly
needed to assure user comfort and alignment.

[0604] Temples are thus extremely important for eyewear.
Moreover, they are also one of the most vulnerable elements
of a set of eyeglasses. Temples are prone to breakage at the
hinge due to inadvertent bending of the temple element
beyond the mechanical strength limits of the hinge assembly.
Thus, it is desirable to make temple hinges more resistant to
breakage.

[6005] A number of inventors have disclosed methods of
protecting the hinge by making the temples more flexible.
An example can be found with eyeglasses having temples
made of springy wire, such as NiTi-NOL, as described by
Zider, et al. in U.S. Pat. No. 4,772,112, Others show methods
for elimination of both hinges and the temples by attaching
the frame to body piercing studs such as described by Rose
in U.S. Pat. No. 6,557,994.

[0006] A number of inventions over the years describe
hinge-less eyeglass frame constructions, for example,
Anderson in U.S. Pat. No. 836,796 shows a flexible temple
with a loop which attaches to the ear. Both Medina in U.S.
Pat. No. 4,723,844 and Reese in U.S. Pat. No. 4,202,609,
show the use of a doubled filament attached to ear loops to
obviate the hinge while providing improved peripheral
vision. In a similar vein, Hermsen in U.S. Pat. No. 6,736,504
shows a continuous loop of flexible material attached to the
frames to allow the continuous flexible material to double as
a necklace like holder of the eyeglasses when removed from
the user’s eyes. One disadvantage of this design is that it
presents a possible risk of injury if the material does not
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easily break. Breslin appears to overcome this limitation in
U.S. Design Pat. D471,580 using what appears to be a
Velcro®-like fastener. However, this design applies pressure
to the back of the head, and can become entangled with the
hair.

[0007] Conner in U.S. Pat. No. 6,719,425 shows temple
elements attached directly to the lens without benefit of
hinge. Markovitz, et al., in U.S. Pat. No. 5,302,977 show an
elastic band disposed to loop around the ears and tension the
eyeglasses to the face.

[0008] Eyewear retainer structures attached to temples and
frames by means of elastic bands with various clasping
mechanisms have also been described. One representative
example is that described by Fuller in U.S. Pat. No. 4,133,
604.

[0009] While these inventions address and remedy many
challenges related to eyewear temple design by revealing
improvements which address issues associated with eye-
glass manufacturer and use, there remains room for
improvement. Disclosed herein is an improved flexible
temple technology for eyewear.

SUMMARY

[0010] A flexible temple assembly for eyewear is dis-
closed, comprising one end of at least one flexible material
element coupled to the eyewear; at least one counterweight,
coupled to the temple flexible material elements distal end,
disposed to maintain tension on the flexible material ele-
ment; whereby the flexible material element provides suf-
ficient force to stably maintain the eyewear on wearer’s face.

[0011] The flexible temple material can be clear monofila-
ment polymer with or without cladding capable of photonic
transmission. The flexible temple material can also be of
chain, cloth, woven string, flexible fiber, plastic, composite,
wire, optical fiber, electrical conductor, cable, multi-clad
cable, coaxial cable, rottable in longitudinal axis cable
insert, metal, and tubing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] The present invention may be more readily under-
stood from a consideration of the following representative
drawings wherein:

[0013] FIG. 1 is a frontal view of an eyewear assembly
comprised of lenses and a nose bridge element.

[0014] FIG. 2A-2C are side view embodiments of the lens
assembly of FIG. 1 having flexible temples with enlarge-
ments to show assembly detail of the temple attachment to
the eyewear and distal temple counter weights.

[0015] FIG. 3 is a side view of an embodiment having a
substantially straight external housing over a portion of the
length of the flexible temple and adjustable temple weights.

[0016] FIG. 4 is a side view of an embodiment having a
substantially straight external housing over a portion of the
length of a flexible temple comprised of chain with distal
end weights.

[0017] FIG. 5 is a side view of a lens of an embodiment
having a curved external housing over a portion of the length
of the flexible temple disposed to rest on the saddle of the
user’s ear including temple weights.
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[0018] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an eye ware
embodiment having flexible temples with temple weights.

[0019] FIG. 7 is a user’s view of an eyewear assembly
embodiment with extended length flexible temples with
position adjustable temple weights and having a clasping
structure for joining the distal ends of the flexible temples.

[0020] FIG. 8 is a user’s view of an eyewear assembly
embodiment with extended length flexible temples wherein
the temple weights serve also as the clasping mechanism.

[0021] FIG. 9 is a user’s view of an eyewear assembly
embodiment having a continuous flexible temple with a
single sliding temple weight.

[0022] FIG. 10 is a user’s view of an eyewear assembly
embodiment having a single sliding counterweight on a
second element tethered to the continuous flexible temple.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0023] Referring to the drawings, shown in FIG. 1 are
eyeglasses 10 disposed for assembly with flexible temples
comprising lenses 11 and a central nose bridge 12 for joining
the lenses. While the lenses are shown as ovals and the
bridge is shown without other support for the lenses, other
lens shapes and bridge configurations are possible, including
the use of eyeglass frames with an integral bridge feature. In
the figure each lens has a hole 13 in it to accept a flexible
temple element. While in the figure, holes are shown as
passing through the lens, the use of slots in the side of the
lens or extensions (e.g., tabs) at the edges of the lens or rings
throngh the lens itself could be used in alternative embodi-
ments for securing the flexible temples into a defined
location. Moreover, while the figure depicts rimless eye-
glasses, alternative embodiments having more traditional
frames may be constructed using methods and features
described herein. The hole (or other flexible temple attach-
ment feature) is preferably placed approximately along a
horizontal centerline or relative to the lenses (i.e., left to
right from the user’s perspective) to ameliorate any tendency
for the lens assembly from tipping or rotating either up or
down on the wearer’s face when in use.

[0624] FIG. 2A-2C show prospective methods for secur-
ing a flexible temple with temple weight through the holes
in the lenses and prevent the flexible temple from pulling
through the holes. In FIG. 2A the lens 21 has a flexible
temple element 22 pulled through a hole in the lens 24
(shown in detail in enlarged area). The flexible temple can
be comprised of many different materials including: clear or
opaque monofilament fibers, woven string, metal chain,
woven cloth, low modulus flexible wire or any other suitably
flexible material. In addition, it is possible that for certain
constructions and embodiments of eyewear, the flexible
temple could serve alternative uses including conduction of
electricity or electronic signals and optical fibers could be
used as the flexible temples for the transmission of light,
images or information.

[0025] At the end of the flexible temple distal from the
lens, the temple weight element 23, which serves as a
counterweight, is attached to hold the flexible temple taut
and secure the flexible temple over the saddle of the user’s
ear. The temple weight 23 can be of any suitably heavy
material and size to secure the eye ware to the face of the
user. Materials suitable for the temple weight include well
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known dense metals such as gold, silver, tin, lead etc.
However, less dense metals and various organic and inor-
ganic materials such as wood, glass and ceramics may be
used so long as they function suitably as a counterweight to
the lens and bridge assembly. Moreover, more than one
temple weight can be used to achieve the desired effect.
While the temple weights are shown in the figure as being
substantially spherical, the weight (i.e., counterweight) may
be of any shape and may be ornamental if desired (e.g.
provided in various shapes and forms such as is common
with charm bracelets). Temple weights may also comprise
electronic assemblies as well as batteries.

[0026] The enlarged area of the of FIG. 2A shows closer
detail of the lens and shows the hole 24 and the near (lens
or frame) end of the flexible temple element 22 having been
enlarged 25 to prevent it pulling through the hole. Enlarge-
ment of the near end 25 can be accomplished by any suitable
means depending on the material used for the flexible temple
element. For example, if the flexible temple element is a
polymer, it can be melted to form a ball such as is shown.
Alternatively and by way of example, a metal ball could be
soldered to the end of a metal flexible temple element or an
adhesive may be used when the flexible temple element is
comprised of string, woven fiber, cloth, polymer (i.e., plas-
tic) or metal, Knots may be tied in these materials as well for
the purpose of keeping the flexible temple from separating
from the eyewear due to the force of the temple weight. The
flexible temple material may also be fused in a suitable
manner (e.g. melted, ultrasonically welded, etc.) to the lens
or frame if the materials may be compatibly so joined.

[0027] InFIG. 2B the lens 21 again has a flexible temple
22 pulled through a hole having a countersink 26 (shown in
detail in enlarged area). Again, the end of the flexible temple
element distal from the lens has a temple weight element 23
attached to help shape and hold secure the flexible temple
around the saddle of the user’s ear. An enlarged area of the
lens shows the hole which has a countersink 26. The near
end of the flexible temple element 25 is enlarged to prevent
pull through and the countersink minimizes the prominence
of the enlarged end of the flexible temple at the lens surface.
Again, treatment of the near end of the flexible eye ware
temple element 25 can be accomplished by any suitable
means depending on the material used for the flexible temple
element as described for FIG. 2A. It is also possible to glue
the end of the flexible element into the countersink area or
with proper material, melt or fuse it flush with the surface to
facilitate cleaning of the lens surface (not shown in this
view). While a countersink has been described, it is obvious
that a counter bore could also be employed. The distal end
is again is provided with a temple weight 23 for purposes
previously described.

[0028] InFIG. 2C the lens 21 again has a flexible temple
element 22 pulled through a counter sunk hole 26 (shown in
detail in enlarged area). Again, at the end of the flexible
temple distal from the lens, a temple weight element 23 is
attached to help shape and hold secure the flexible temple
around the saddle of the user’s ear. As previously stated, the
temple weight may be ornamental if desired. An enlarged
area of the lens shows the hole 26 which has a countersink.
The near (lens or frame) end of the flexible temple element
22 is shaped and enlarged 27 to approximate the shape of the
countersunk hole 26 to prevent pull through. The counter-
sunk hole 26 allows the enlarged end 27 to become sub-
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stantially flush with the surface of the lens and glued into
place if desired. Flushness with the surface is of value as it
facilitates cleaning of the lens surface.

[0029] In FIG. 3 is shown an embodiment of an eyewear
assembly in cross section 30 wherein the lens 21 has a
flexible temple element 22 pulled through a hole in the lens
21. At the end of the flexible temple element distal from the
lens 21 is a counterweight element 23 which is attached to
help shape and hold secure the flexible temple around the
saddle of the user’s ear. The counterweight 23 is made
adjustable in terms of position along the flexible temple 22
shown as phantoms 23A and 23 B so that it can be positioned
at a point of greatest comfort or most desirable to the user.
The result may be the creation of a “tail” of material at the
distal end 32. This may be removed if desired. The coun-
terweight 23 can be positioned and permanently fixed using
any suitable means such as gluing or crimping. Alterna-
tively, the counterweight can be created with an interference
fit to make it possible to adjust.

[0030] To prevent possible sagging of a flexible temple
element 22 of heavier constructions, a housing 31 can be
provided. The flexible temple element 22 can be affixed
permanently to the housing 31 or the housing 31 can be
allowed to move freely over the flexible temple element 22.
Moreover, the housing can contain components for visual
utilities taking advantage of flexible temple optical materials
for transmitting controlled or otherwise modulated light
signals from the housing to the eyewear frame outwardly
from or inwardly toward the lens for local display.

[0031] InFIG. 4 is shown an embodiment in cross section
40 wherein the flexible temple element 41 is a woven
material or linked chain which is attached to the lens 21
using a suitable method such as one previously described.
Materials used in the fabrication of the woven or linked
chain can be of metal, fiber, cloth or polymer. The embodi-
ment is shown with an optional housing 31 and a counter-
weight 23 is attached to the distal end of the flexible temple
element 41.

[0032] FIG. 5 shows a cross section view of an embodi-
ment of an assembly 50 wherein the lens 21 has a flexible
temple element 22 extending through the lens and also
through a curved housing 51. The curved housing 51, also
flexible, is designed to rest on the saddle of the user’s ear. A
counterweight 23 is applied to the distal end of the flexible
temple element to provide the force needed to secure the
eyewear to the user’s face. The curved flexible housing can
be used for many purposes and in many applications. For
example an insulator or protecting mechanism for clear
monofilament polymer, flexible fiber, plastic, composite,
wire, optical fiber, electrical conductor. The flexible housing
or sheath can contain a cable, multi-clad cable, coaxial
cable, tubing, rotary flex drive cable or a push-spring cable.
Each of these can find many applications. For example the
tubing can provide a fluid channel wherein a pressurized
fluid reservoir counterweight can be forced through the tube
channel and expressed at the toy eyewear, optical fiber can
channel light on reading or other matter of interest, keeping
the weight of light source, power source and controls down
below the neck, channeling only the necessary light to the
necessary destination. Rotary flex drive cable can be
coupled to gears at the eyewear to spin wheels, propellers,
gears or other toy accoutrements, and powered manually or
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by power source at the counterweight. A push-spring cable
with the push-spring controls at the counterweight can allow
the eyewearer to manipulate a gripper or extending-contract-
ing objects from the eyewear frame. Thus flexible temple
elements comprised of flexible sheaths or housing, can have
various inside flexible material which can act as transmis-
sion channels for physical manipulation of objects, trans-
mission of rotary power for wheels gears or lens wipers at
the eyewear ends controlled from the counterweight or distal
end, expression of fluids, transmission of light or power,
conduction of power or heat, all from a level blow the ears.
The proximity of the eye parallel emitter source on the
eyewear design provides mechanisms for using the flexible
temple conduits for expression of fluids, projection of pneu-
matically propelled objects, emission of light for reading or
pointing, etc to be focused or targeted by merely pointing the
eyes and triggering the action without the necessity of
bringing the hands up to the eye level to warn an observer
and or the convenience to manipulate or control from below
chest level. Expensive eye-following targeting electronics
can be simulated relatively inexpensively using eyewear
designed with flexible temple construction.

[0033] A host of other flexible temple and counterweight
applications reside in the optics arena, whereby optical fiber
material is used for photonic transmission and optical
manipulation and modulation of light signals digitally.
These are known to those skilled in the art, and embodi-
ments of the invention provide mechanisms to transport light
signals and light object to eyewear using the flexible temple
and counterweight structures and components conveniently
from below a users ear level.

[0034] FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of an embodiment
of an eyewear assembly 60 which is representative of the
general embodiments shown in FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 for added
clarity and understanding. In the figure the lenses 11 are
attached to a central nose bridge 12 and the housings 31 are
moveable or fixed over the flexible temple elements 22 and
having counterweights 23 attached as needed.

[0035] FIG. 7 provides a user’s perspective view of
another embodiment of an eyewear assembly 70 where the
left and right flexible temple elements 71L and 71R are of
extended length and disposed to join together at a point of
connection 72 behind the user’s head. The connection of the
two halves can be accomplished using any suitable means
disposed to easy an rapid disconnection in any direction at
forces below that which can potentially cause injury to the
user. Examples include a low force interference fit ball and
socket or a magnetic connection but it is not so limited.

[0036] Counterweights 23 are provided along the length of
the flexible temples 71L, 71R and can adjustable (as repre-
sented by the phantom counterweights 23A and 23B) to the
comfort of the user. Once properly positioned, the can be
affixed permanently to the chose location if desired.

[0037] As with all structures shown, it should be evident
that the counterweights 23 can be affixed to the flexible
temple elements 71L, 71R at any time and need not be
provided directly with the assembly to the user. For
example, one could affix the counterweights 23 by crimping
them to the flexible temple elements 71L, 71R in the same
manner as a fishing weight is attached to a fishing line.
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[0038] FIG. 8 provides a user’s perspective view of
another embodiment of an eyewear assembly 80 where the
left and right flexible temple elements 71L and 71R are of
extended length and disposed to join at least one counter-
weight (23' or 23"). Said counterweight (23' or 23") is also
a connecting element disposed to connect together with
another joining feature (23' or 23") at a point of connection
behind or in front of the user’s head that is desirably an
approximate midpoint behind or in front of the user’s head
when in use. Again the connection of the two halves can be
accomplished using any svitable means disposed to easy an
rapid disconnection in any direction at forces below that
which can potentially cause injury to the user. Examples
include a low force interference fit ball and socket or a
magnetic connection but it is not so limited.

[0039] FIG. 9 provides a user’s perspective view of
another embodiment of an eyewear assembly 90 where the
flexible temple element for both sides of the head is com-
prised of a unitary element 91 disposed with at least one
sliding counterweight 23. The counterweight 23 is disposed
to slide freely along the length of the unitary flexible temple
element (as represented by counterweight phantoms 23A
and 23B) along the double arrow arc line 92 provided to
indicate movement. The counterweight 23 will desirably
come to rest such that that the forces on the left and right
sided of the glasses are approximately balanced. While the
figure shows only a single moveable counterweight element,
it is obvious that a plurality of counterweight elements could
be employed to accomplish the objective. This statement is
relevant for all embodiments described herein.

[0040] Ifdesired for safety, a quick disconnect or frangible
feature can be provided along the length of the flexible
temple element to assure separation at a pressure less than
would cause harm to the user.

[0041] FIG. 10 provides a user’s perspective view of
another embodiment of an eyewear assembly 100 where the
flexible temple element for both sides of the head is com-
prised of left and right flexible temple elements 101L and
101R respectively each affixed to a counterweight 23. The
counterweight is disposed to slide freely (as represented by
counterweight phantoms 23A and 23B and the double arrow
arc line 102 provided to indicate movement) along the
length of another flexible element 104. Flexible element 104
is secured to the left and right flexible temple elements at
predetermined locations 1031 and 163R. The counterweight
23 will desirably come to rest such that that the forces on the
left and right sided of the glasses are approximately bal-
anced.

[0042] It is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the illustrations described and shown herein. The
illustrations provided are deemed to be purely illustrative of
the best modes of carrying out the invention, and which are
susceptible of modification in terms of form, size, and the
arrangement of certain parts and details of operation. The
invention rather is therefore intended to encompass all such
modifications which are within the spirit and scope as
defined by the claims.

What is claimed:
1) A flexible temple assembly for eyewear comprising:

one end of at least one flexible temple element coupled to
the eyewear;
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at least one counterweight, coupled to the flexible temple
element’s distal end, disposed to maintain tension on
the flexible element;

whereby the tension on the flexible temple element is
sufficient to stably maintain the eyewear on the wear-
er’s face.

2) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
flexible temple element material is chosen from a group
consisting of clear monofilament polymer, chain, cloth,
woven string, flexible fiber, plastic, composite, wire, optical
fiber, electrical conductor, cable, multi-clad cable, coaxial
cable, metal, tubing, rotary flex drive cable or a push-spring
cable.

3) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
flexible temple element comprises optical fiber material for
photonic transmission.

4) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
flexible temple element comprises doped optical material for
modulating the material index of refraction.

5) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
position of the counterweight is adjustable.

6) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
size, shape and weight of the counterweight is selectable.

7) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
shape and color of the counterweight serves an ornamental

purpose.
8) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
counterweight contains a power source.

9) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
counterweight comprises an electronic or electrical assem-
bly.

10) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
counterweight comprises an electro-mechanical assembly
containing electronic, mechanical and optical components.

11) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
counterweight is physically protected from the lenses of the
eyewear when not in use.

12) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
flexible temple assembly is detachable from the eyewear.

13) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
counterweight is detachable from the flexible temple ele-
ment,

14) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein a
side one and a side two flexible temple element merge to
form a single flexible teraple element extending beyond the
ear load bearing points such that at least one self positioning
counterweight maintains tension to the flexible temple ele-
ment.

15) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 wherein the
distal ends of a side one and a side two flexible temple
element extend beyond the ear load bearing points and
further comprising at least one additional connecting seg-
ment connecting the side one and side two flexible temple
elements supporting a self positioning counterweight which
adjusts the tension to the flexible temple element.

16) The flexible temple assembly of claim 15 further
comprising a shared distal end counterweight connecting the
side one and side two flexible temple elements at the
connecting segment.
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17) The flexible temple assembly of claim 1 further
comprising a housing component that contains the flexible
temple element and is conformal to and disposed on the
saddle of the ear, secured by the tension in the flexible
temple element.

18) The flexible temple assembly of claim 2 wherein the
tubing is coupled with fluidic pressure source counter-
weights for ejecting or pneumatically expelling fluid out
from eyewear, targeting expulsion by the eyes and control-
ling expulsion from counterweight components.

19) The flexible temple assembly of claim 2 wherein the
rotary flex drive cable transmits rotational power along the
temple longitudinal axis from the counterweight compo-
nents to the eyewear, providing a mechanism for manipu-
lating objects coupled to the eyewear.

20) The flexible temple assembly of claim 2 wherein
temple optical fiber channels monochromatic or polychro-
matic light from the counterweight power sources to the
eyewear.

21) The flexible temple assembly of claim 2 wherein the
push-spring cable provides a mechanism to manipulate
objects coupled to the eyewear from the counterweight.

Page 174

Mar. 1, 2007

22) An eyewear assembly comprising:

at least one flexible temple element attached to eyewear at
one end and extending over a wearer’s ear to a coun-
terweight proximal to the distal end of the flexible
temple element.

23) The eyewear assembly of claim 22 further comprising
a mechanism coupling flexible temple element side one and
side two distal ends. :

24) The eyewear assembly of claim 22 wherein the
coupling mechanism is chosen from a group consisting of
weights, magnets, ball and socket, wire, metal, plastic, glass,
and polymer elements.

25) The eyewear assembly of claim 22 wherein the
coupling mechanism is disposed to release at design stresses
below those determined to cause wearer injury.

26) The eyewear assembly of claim 22 wherein the
eyewear is chosen from a group consisting of a framed lens
assembly, rimless lens assembly, a monolithic structure
having two lenses and a single lens.

#*K * * #*
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A holder for spectacles consisting of a pair of resilient
elastic side-by-side bands having outer end loops for
gripping -the temples of a pair of spectacles and having
a resilient sleeve adjustably-mounted on each band,
each band having an inner loop connected to a sleeve on
the other band so that the effective length of the holder
can be adjusted by moving the sleeves on the bands.

This invention relates to a dual grip spectacles holder,
especially but not exclusively for use by athletes, adapted
t0 embrace the back of the head of a wearer.

The primary object of the invention is the provision
of a generally superior, efficient, and easily applied and
removed device of the kind indicated, which is adapted to
be easily adjusted to fit different head sizes, which con-
tains no hard or unyielding components which could
injure the wearer’s head, if struck; and which is attach-
able to any types of temples or bows.

Another object of the invention is the provision of an -

inexpensive, durable, and uncomplex device of the char-
acter indicated above, which is adapted to be constructed
of resilient and compressible stretch material, such as
relatively soft rubber or rubber-like material, and which
affords secure, comfortable, and conformed contact over
a relatively wide area of the back of the head of the
wearer.

A further object of the invention is the provision of a
device of the character indicated above, wherein adjustable
loops are provided, on the ends of the device, for at-
taching the device to the temples or bows of spectacles,
to extend around the back of the head of the wearer, and
resilient and compressible sleeves are provided, which
slide frictionally along components of the device, for
adjusting the length of the device.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a schematic perspective view, showing
spectacles in place on the head of a wearer, shown in
phantom lines, and held in place by a device of the pres-
ent invention;

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation of the device, per se,
showing the same adjusted to minimum length;

FIGURE 3 is a view, like FIGURE 2, showing the
device adjusted to greater length;

FIGURE 4 is an edge elevation of FIGURE 3;

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged fragmentary longitudinal
section, taken on the line 5—5 of FIGURE 4; and

FIGURE 6 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view,
showing an attaching loop of the device.

Referring in detail to the drawings, a conventional
pair of spectacles S is shown, having hinged bows or
temples T, of the “skull” type, which terminate in down-
turned ear pieces 10, to which a device 12, of the present
invention, is secured. It is to be noted that the device
is equally applicable to temples of other types, such &s
straight temples, and those having fully curved ear pieces.

The device 12 comprises a pair of first and second
bands 14 and 15, respectively, which are resilient, flexi-
ble, compressible, and stretchable, and are preferably of
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cylindrical cross section and of tubular form, and are
made of rubber or rubber-like material, impervious to
perspiration, hair oil, and the like, The bands are of a
length somewhat greater than the distance between the
spectacle ear pieces 10, so that when the spectacles are in
place on the head H of a wearer, the bands can embrace
the back of the head of the wearer, without undue stretch-
ing thereof.

As shown in FIGURE 6, outer or attaching loops 16
are formed on the outer ends of the bands, simply by
producing a flattened end portion 18, forming the por-
tion with a hole 20, near its free end, and passing the band
through the hole. The diameter of the hole 20, where
the band is of cylindrical cross section, is slightly smaller
in diameter than the band, so that the edege of the
hole is compressed on the band, and thereby obtains a
frictional position retaining engagement with the band,
As a result, when the loops 16 are engaged around the
spectacle’s ear piece 10, and are drawn tight thereon, the
loops retain their tightened condition. Because of the
nature of the material of the loops and their resilience and
compressibility, the loops have a secure grip on any types
of ear pieces.

The bands 14, 15 are formed, on their inner ends,
with inner loops 22, which are the same in form as the
outer loops 16,

A pair of resilient and stretchable adjustment retain-
ing sleeves 26 of rubber or rubber-like material is pro-
vided, which are severally, slidably and frictionally en-
gaged on the bands 14, 15, and are in tension thereon, so
that whenever the sleeves are adjusted toward and away
from each other, for adjusting the effective length of the
device 12, they will retain whatever positions are given
them, along the bands.

The sleeves 26 have side walls 28, which, as shown in
FIGURE 35, are formed, near their inner ends 30, with
preferably round holes 32, through which the inmer loops
22 are engaged, and tightened, like the outer loops 16,
fastening the bands to the inner ends of the sleeves so that
the bands lic along each other.

As shown in FIGURE 3, the inner loops 22 are reversed
with respect to each other, on the sleeves 26, so that the
first band 14 is above and spacedly overlies the second
band 16.

As a result of the foregoing arrangements, proper
spectacles holding engagement of the device 12, with the
back of the head of the wearer is obtained, simply by
moving the sleeves 26 outwardly along the bands to
shorten the device, and moving the sleeves inwardly,
along the bands, so as to lengthen the device, according
to the adjustment of the device needed to accommodate
the particular wearer’s head and the spectacles worn,
the device being adapted to be lengthened for removing or
installing the spectacles and holder combination, and to be
shortened when the combination has been installed, so as
to hold the spectacles securely in place on the head of
the wearer, with the desired tension.

What is claimed is:

1. In combination, spectacles comprising bows termi-
nating in free ends, head-embracing resilient and stretch-
able band means extending between the bows, said band
means having loop means on the ends thereof, said lToop
means being engaged around said bows adjacent said
ends thereof, wherein said band means comprises first
and second bands extending along each other, said bands
having outer ends on which said loop means are located,
said bands having inner ends, and adjustment-retaining
means on the inner ends of the bands, the retaining means
of the first band being engaged with the second band, and
with the first band, said retaining means comprising
the retaining means of the second band being engaged
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sleeves slidably and frictionally-receiving ithe bands,
wherein said sleeves are resilient and stretchable and have
sidewalls formed near their inner ends with holes, and
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EYEGLASS RETAINER
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention
The present invention relates to retainers for eye-

glasses comprising head bands that fit around the rear of .

the head and attach to the temples or bows of the
glasses,

2. Prior Art )

In the prior art, various retainers for eye-glasses have
been advanced which hold spectacles through the use
of a band around the head. These devices have worked
well in many instances, but attractive, low cost, and
efficient head bands which will comfortably hold the
eye-glasses in position for use are still desired.

U.S. Pat. No. 2,481,946 illustrates a neck retainer for
spectacles which has a small tubular member attached
to a fabric strap which fits around the neck, and holds
the glasses in position when the eye-glasses are actually
off. In other words, the strap is to hold the glasses in
place around a person’s neck, rather than retain the
glasses in position during use.

A similar device is shown in U.S. Pat. No. 2,704,961
where a neck strap is utilized for retaining the eye-
glasses in position when the glasses are removed from
the face and are supported around the neck.

A device for retaining eye-glasses or spectacles on
the head comprising members that are designed to re-
place the normal eye supported bow pieces is shown in
U.S. Pat. No. 1,819,738. In this patent, short temple
pieces are utilized and an elongated band (bow) that fits
around the back of the head is made of a resilient mate-
rial and is fastened to the temples through tubular con-
nectors. Suitable adjustment devices may be utilized
with the spectacle support, and thus used to hold the
glasses in position on the face during use.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,450,467 illustrates a spectacle retainer
that grips the spectacles, and attaches to the temple
pieces or bows of the spectacles to hold the spectacles in
position. A type of neck strap for supporting eye-glasses
when removed is shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,879,804
which illustrates a band that clips onto spectacles or
gogeles and will grip these spectacles or goggles
through a tightening loop connection. A similar type
device is shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,874,776.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,502,396 iltustrates a nonstretch adjust-
able eye-glass holder that fits behind the head during
use and has a series of holes for a fastener that provide
for adjustment of the length of the strap after the strap
has been attached to the bows or temple pieces of the
eye-glasses.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an eye-glass retainer
for holding eye-glasses in position on the head during
use. The device comprises an elastic or resilient material
such as a foam that is made from a band having formed
tubular members at opposite ends thereof a suitable
distance apart. The tubular members are made of size so
that they will slip over the temples (or bow pieces) of
eye-glasses and be frictionally retained. Adjustment of
the force of holding of the eye-glasses is made by sliding
the tubular members along the temples to a desired
position.

In the preferred form of the invention the band will
be made of a closed cell neoprene foam material cov-
ered with a woven cloth material that adheres to the
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neoprene and is held in place across the entire surface
on the neoprene surface. The material may be foam
backed Nylon Tricot. The fabric material is placed on
the interior of the tubular members formed for sliding
over the temples or bow pieces of the eye-glasses and
when the tubular members are stretched, for example,
as when the band that goes around the head is placed
under tension, the woven material will tend to tighten
down onto the temples or bow pieces of the glasses
through an action similar to that which occurs with a
“chinese finger trap” wherein a tension placed on a tube
of woven material will tighten it down or tend to make
it of smaller diameter, while compression will tend to
extend it.

Both sides of the retainer band can be covered with
material if desired. It is important that the interior of the
foam (rubber) tubular member be covered with cloth to
permit the tube to be slid over the temple pieces and to
be adjusted with some ease.

The band is placed around the head behind the ears,
thereby holding the glasses in position under a slight
tension. The device is not primarily designed as a neck
strap for supporting the eye-glasses when removed
from the eyes, although it may be used as such if de-
sired. Additionally, the band may be made so that it can
provide floatation for people using glasses during sport-
ing events or water activities. This can be done merely
by adding additional layers of neoprene foam to an
existing band, or making the band sufficiently wide and
thick (as shown herein) to provide adequate floatation
for the glasses with which they are used.

When the band is in position it can be adjusted to
exert a tension directly back rearwardly on the eye-
glasses themselves without exerting any downward
pressure on the glasses and thus it holds the glasses
comfortably and securely. The eye-glasses also can be
pushed up to the forehead and held in position with the
band remaining around the wearers head behind the
ears. The device is intended for use at any time desired,
but generally, the user will be engaged in physical activ-
ities, such as sports or outdoor activities when the re-
tainer is used.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating eye-glasses
having a retainer made according to the present inven-
tion installed thereon;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary side view of a
retainer band end portion which fits over the bows of
eye-glasses as shown in FIG. §;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken generally as on line
3—3 in FIG. 2 but with the eye-glass bow removed; and

FIG. 4 is a part schematic plan view of an enlarged
band utilized for floatation purposes prior to being
formed into a retainer made according to the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1, a pair of eye-glasses illustrated
generally at 10 as shown has lenses 11,11, a main frame
12 for the lenses, and temples or bow pieces indicated
generally at 13,13 hingedly attached to the main frame
of the eye-glasses in the normal manner. Bow pieces 13
have ear retainers 14, as shown on one side of FIG. 1
(the other ear piece is hidden in the perspective view),
and a retainer strap-made according to the present in-
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vention illustrated at 1S is slipped onto the bows of the
eye-glasses.

The retainer strap comprises a flat strap member 16, a
first tubular member 17, and a second tubular member

18 at the opposite ends of the strap. The first and second

tubular members 17 and 18 are formed by folding or
rolling the strap into a tubular foam and then affixing
the edges of the flat band together along the junction
line 17A (for member 17) as shown generally in FIG. 2.
The edges can be fused or glued together or the band
can be molded initially with tubilar members at its ends.
The tubular members are open at both ends so they slip
onto the straight portions of the bows and the ear pieces
extend out as shown,

The strap itself is made of a piece of resilient or elastic
material such as closed cell neoprene foam, in the pre-
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between the head and the bow pieces for greater com-
fort as well. The tension from the band 16 is directly
rearward on the temples or bow pieces and there is no
downward pressure exerted on the ears. This makes the
device very comfortable to use.

No mechanical fasteners are necessary, as shown, and
the quick, -easy installation of the tubular members

" formed from a unitary band of elastic, foam type mate-

10

ferred foam, or some other suitable resilient material .

covered with a fabric layer such as Nylon Tricot on at
least the interior side shown in FIG. 2. When the tubu-
lar members 17 and 18 are formed the interior of the
formed tubes will be lined with a fabric material as
generally indicated at 20 in FIG. 3. :

The closed cell foam can be of any desired thickness,
and as known, closed cell foam floats so that if eye-
glasses are dtopped in water when they have a retainer
of the present invention installed on them the retainer
will tend to support the eye-glasses in the water.

The retainer is utilized by slipping the tubular end
portions 17 and 18 over the eye-glass temples, and ad-
Justmg the tubular portion so that the flat band portxon
16 is under sufficient tension around the back of a user’s

head to hold the eye-glasses under light tension rear-

wardly on the nose and adjacent the eyes during use.

It should be noted that in adjustment, the tubular
members 17 and 18 may be slid along the temples or
bow pieces because of the fabric layer, and as tension is
exerted from flat portion 16, which tends to pull on the
tubular members, the fabric covering the bow pieces,
~ and against which the neoprene foam is mounted, will

tend to elongate and tighten down onto the bow pieces
much in the manner of the so-called woven chinese
finger traps. However, adjustment can easily be ef-
fected by placing the tubular members 17 and 18 under
compression or pushing them off or on as desired. How-
ever, tension does tend to be resisted by tlghtemng the
fabric portions down onto the bow pieces and by fric-
tion. Note in FIG. 1 that tubular member 17 is slid all
the way to the hinge of the bow piece whlle tube 18 is
retracted slightly.

It can be seen that in automatically forming the tubu-

20

25

30.

rial provides for easy adjustment, low cost and attrac-
tive usage.

Referring to FIG. 4, the flat layout of a band that has
a wider body portion indicated generally at 25 is illus-
trated. The body portion 25 is wider than the band
shown in FiG. 2, and the flat layout for the tubular
pieces indicated at 26 would be the same width as the
band whon in FIG. 2. The tubular pieces can be formed
from this portion 26 merely by rolling them and forming
them along the junction line of the two edges as shown
in dotted lines. The center dotted line in FIG. 4 repre-
sents the junction line and the outer dotted line repre-
sents the edges of the tubular member that is formed.

The wider piece 25 provides for greater floatation
when closed cell foam is used so that it is insured that
the glasses will float when dropped into water and
when attached to the retainer,

The device is easily installed, low cost, easily ad-
justed and easily carried when not in use. Because it is
made in one piece there are no pieces to be lost such as
separate mechanical fasteners.

.. What is claimed is:

1. An eye-glass retainer comprising 2 band of mate-

rial, means at opposite ends of said band forming tubular

., members secured to said band and open at both ends,

35

40

45

lar members 17 and 18 they can be formed quickly, and -
could even be molded into position on the ends of the

band.

The glasses can be worn comfortably and securely on
the forehead when not'in use by merely permitting the
band 16 to stretch as the glasses are raised. The ear
pieces of the glasses go through the tubular members 17
and 18 as shown in FIG. 1, so that they protrude out and
fit over the ears of the user.

By sliding the tubular membes 17 and 18 along the
side bow pieces, the foam material provides a cushion

335

60

65

said band and tubular members being from a unitary
piece of material, said means forming the tubular mem-
bers comprising end portions -of the band rolled into
open ended tubes and held in tubular shape, said mate-
rial comprising an elastic material having a fabric back-
ing on at least one side thereof and lining the interior of
said tubular members, the tubular members being of size
to slip over and grip the temples of eye-giasses to be
retained, and said band being of length to exert a resil-
ient rearward force on the eye-glasses when in place
around the head of a wearer of such eye-glasses on
which the tubular members are placed, said elastic ma-
terial constituting means for resiliently transmitting
tension said from the band to the tubular members and
said fabric backing constituting means for transmitting
the resilient force to sid temples and which fabric will
tend to elongate and tighten onto the temples of the
eye-glasses under the action of said force.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said band is
made of elastomeric foam material.

3. The combination of claim 1 wherein said band is
made of an elastomeric foam material and is of sufficient
size to provide floatation for a pair of eye-glasses on
which the band is used.

4. The combination of claim 2 wherein said fabricis a

woven Nylon Tricot material.

5 % % & %
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STATES.

LUDLOW. DANIELS;:OF DALLAS, TEXAS -

SPECTACLES,

 Application-filed “February 23, 1928;. * Sexial No! 256,533~

~ ‘This invention-relates to-optics-and:more:s

particularly to spectaclés having improved::
temples: : At .the present:time:it:is customary -
_ to:providespectacles with temple§-which: exXsx
8 tend:irearwardly: from ithe: lenses and-hdve::
their rear.end portions curved so:that:they:
fit-about theiears.:: Thisthasbeen found to ber:
uncomfortable: as the:speetacles are:then baks:
anced ‘at:the earsiand their-weight sis:prin:
10° cipally »borne:by:the bridge 0T 'noseipiece’
which extendsiacrossi and: rests upon:the-upd .
_Ppertportionsof themnoss. : This pressuresmalkes::
the:spectables: uncomfortable«as:: they:feel:
_heawy upon thenoseand the pressureexerted:
- Wisisuchithdt it formsa groove or; depression:
across:the: nose and:<irritates:nerves inthe
nose. - In'somescases; the temples:of the:specs::
* tacles insteadrof-havirg their:Team end- porsr-
tiens:cunved- downwandly:are bowed: longizi-
20'tudinally:to: a:certainiextent so-that stheyfit i
closeiagainst the sides:of the headsabove the
ears:but this is:alsosuncomfortableias it does:s
not-relieveithe nose from the aveight and press -
. sureiof the bridgesandin additionithe temples::
28 by-gripping-the sides of the head createipres-::
sure! which “is .uncomfortable sto thswearer::
ang ‘irritates nepvesdn the: sideiportions of =
theé:head.” R ST
Tlhiérefore;one objeet of thy invention is o+
30 providet improved - temples+which -extend
over the -héad in straddling relation-thereto-
- and-by resting upan-the rear portion ‘of the -
top-of the-head Support-the. weight -of {he -
35 :glasses and: thus reliéve the nose and side por-:
~'tionsof the head {rom:pressure: : o
Another-object. of the Invention is to per-:
mit the improved temples to conform to the.
size and contour of the head so that they fit -
40--properly thereon. whén the spectacles are in..
use.. , . . .
Axother object.of the invention is 0. per-;
mit the head. encircling partions of.the tems..
plés to.be.remavably; engaged -with portions.,
45.°projecting: rearyardly. from the.Jlenses. and:,
- thereby allow. the head encircling, partion. to.
~ be applied to the templesi-of -spectacles.-als .
ready.in use or.if.bought. with the.glasses re-
moved:,and transfer: to,.other.glasses. when.
60z:negessary. : SRS

3
.

. Temples 4.

‘and rare then< curved

The invention is‘illistrated. ingthetace omn
banying . drawings:whereine RSN
Yrgure- fisiaviewrshowingitheid

spectacles dniusey . o AR RN
Fig. 2.isan enlarged-perspective: view :of gy~
the:improved:spectaclesy:~ . oo o
Fig. 8:is-a fragmientany: longitudinal s
tienal iview taken: ‘on*theiiline :3-—3: £Figu:
2 and illustrating formciof joint by meanss
ofwhich wther head: encireling’ portionsyofirgy
thei temples: may:be. conneeted with: theporst::
tions Aof"e'the.:z.'temples i which®iprojeet-irear-:
wardlyfrom thedensesy T 0o
. Figzgois @ perspeetivesview: illustrating::
a modified: formiof spectaclel -~ . e
‘ Flg:‘s: 5 is>a fragment ary. . top:plan: view o
showing o formsof ttempleésiwhich may:beis
readily adjusted transversely ofocthe:headir
ini order to:properly fittheisamey: -
Figo6dis o ‘fragmentary view Hllustratingewot s
a modified; formsof j ointvwhichtmay: be:emws:
pl';oye*d:inwaplace&:‘of.'tbiattaslloWnfin‘ Fig. 8, :andi:
Fig & isia 4ransverse sectional yiew:taken:
onithelline -7 of Figi:6a. o IR
‘Theuspeetacles::shown:ins Figs:. i1 candng 757
inchide the usual lensesc! nvhich: are mounted::
in'frames2 joined:by a nese.piece or bridges.
'which’ arechinged tosthei frames: -
2 !in: theiusual manner preject: rearwandly:
therefromoandi: will ipreferably be of:taps
proximately the:length: shown' in! Figudjabu
hough:theymay: belonger-or ishorterif o
desired.: It will- be obvious thatif desived,
the: frames:2 may besomitted and the bridger -
8 anditemples 4 connected 4oithe lenses: in a il -
conventional »manner. Thexbow: 5 = whichys:
straddlés therhead rtransversely thereofiisis
preferably:: formed tof: resiliénd - mbtal;! ali
théugh -celluloidvor zany-other:suitableicom s
position which will permit it toobe ‘coiledi v -
when-the spectacles areplacediin 4 casevmay:
be:employed: . This:bdwed: portion” which ¢
may:be referred to/as'part: of the templessexs«:
tends transversely across-the top of the headi: e
adjacent = the rear: portion - thereof andiiod" -
its -arms <6 iextend sdownwardly + at: op-
posite rsides ofi-ithe: headr, abovethe:veams:: -
to: project i forso
wardlycand have:their:frée end ‘portions: 7
which may-be of increased diameter;as shown : | i
~ Page 183 ‘Chums, Inc. etal. Ex
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2

in F1g 3, formed with longitudinally ex-

" tending pockets 8 to receive the rear end por-

10

‘into the pockets.
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tions of the temples 4. It will thus be seen
that the bowed portion which connects the
temples may be supplied with the spectacles
when sold or it may be sold as a separate ar-

“ticle of manufacture and applied to the
temples of spectacles already in use by merely

cutting the termples at the proper distance
from the lenses and fitting their end portions

In Fig. 4, there has been shown an em-
bodiment of the invention in which the lenses
9 are mounted in frames 10 which are un-
connected by a nose piece or bridge, The
bow 11 shown in this figure is similar in con-
struction to the bow b shown in Fig. 2, ex-
cept that its arms 12 are of greater length
than the arms 6 and instead of being formed
with pocketsto receive the rear ends of tem:
ples 4 are extended forwardly a sufficient dis-
tance to permit them to be connected with
the frames 10. The forward ends of the
arms 12 may be hinged or otherwise. con-
nected to the frames or the frames may be
omitted and the temples directly applied to

‘the lenses. - When this form is employed, the

resiliency of the material from which the
temples are formed retains the lenses in
proper spaced relation to each other in front
of the eyes-and as no bridge or nose piece is
employed there will be no pressure whatever
upon the nose. : '

~ Referring to

it is desired to permit the temples to be ad-
justed transversely of the head after being
applied the bowed portion may consist of
separate members 13 instead of being formed
from a single strand of material. These
members 13 have their upper portions ex-
tending toward each other and overlapping

and each is formed with a side extension 14

having an opening or bore 15 formed therein
so - that each member may be thieaded
through the opening 15 of the companion
member. Therefore, the two members will
be slidably connected but. there will be suf-
ficient frictional binding between the mem-
bers to prevent them from slipping out of
a set position when in use. It will thus be
seem that temples of this type which are
made to fit heads of an approximate size

may be adjusted to accurately fit the individ- -

ual head and they will be very comfortable
when in use.. . o

Tn Figs. 6 and 7, there has been illustrated
a form of joint which may be employed in
place of the joint shown in Fig. 3. ‘When

this form of joint is employed, the temples:

16 which correspond to the temples 4 have
thuns rear end portions ground to define a
tapered head 17 which is joined to the. body
portion of -the temple by a reduced neck 18.
The arms 19 of the bow terminate in end por-

#0120 which are of increased diameter simi-

Page 184

Fig. 5, it will be seen that if

1,819,738

lar to the end portion 7 but of less length.
Tach of these end portions is formed with a
longitudinally extending groove or pocket 21
of & diameter and contour to snugly receive
the free end portion of the companion arm
16 of the bow and the intermediate portions
of the side walls of the pocket are extended to-
ward each other and then curved away from
each other, as shown in Fig. 7, to provide jaws
99 which fit about the neck 18 of the arm 16.
Since the material from which the-temple is
made is resilient, the arm of the bow can be
forced into the seat or pocket 21 and it will
be firmly gripped between the jaws and re-
tained in place until the temple and bowed
arm are grasped and force exerted to sepa-
rate them. o : T
When the spectacles are in use, the bowed
portion of the improved temples fits about
the head in straddling relation thereto and
rests upon the top of the head adjacent the
rear portion thereof along a line which would
pass over the head above and slightly back of
the ears with its arms extended downwardly
at opposite sides of the head above the ears.
The lenses are disposed in front of the eyes
as is usual and the temples 4 or forward end
portions of the arms 12 extend from the lenses
along the sides of the face until they are
joined to or merge into the arms of the bowed
portion. By this arrangement the lenses will
be firmly held in proper position with re-
spect to the eyes but the nose and the ears
will be relieved from pressure which ordinar-
ily causes spectacles to be uncomfortable..
Tt is necessary for the bowed portion of

-the improved temples to be so adjusted asto

fit the head at the point indicated, i. e. back of
the tips of the ears. If the bowed portion
is too far forward, it will not hold the spec-
tacles securely and there will be a tendency
for them to slip or wobble and if the bowed
portion is fitted too far back on the head this
will cause the spectacle frame to press against
the nose. But fitted as indicated at a point
slightly back of a line from the tips of the
ears over the head it will be found that the

spectacle frame will remain firmly in posi-

tion under any circumstances and at the same

+ime be so comfortable that no sense of con-
tact at all will be felt when it is being-worn.

‘THaving thus described the invention, I
claim: '

80

095:

100:

105

110:

115:

1. Spectacles comprising lenses, and tem-

ples connected therewith and provided with
straight forward end portions to extend rear-
wardly from the lenses towards a person’s
ears at opposite sides of the face and rear
portions curved upwardly at a rearward in-

.cline and united to form a bow adapted to

straddle a person’s head transversely there-
of rearwardly of the ears.

2. Spectacles including lenses, and tem-
ples comprising a bow. adapted to straddle a
person’s head and having a bridge portion to

Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013
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“extend across the top of a person’s he@d trans-

versely thereof back of the ears and arms
extending downwardly from the bridge, the

_arms being curved downwardly and forward-

10

25

30

ly to bear against sides of a person’s face -

above the ears and having horizontally dis-
posed front end portions connected with the
lenses. S .
3. Spectacles including lenses, .and tem-
ples comprising a bow adapted to straddle a
person’s head and having a bridge portion:

to extend across the top of a person’s head
transversely thereof and arms sloping down-

wardly and forwardly from the bridge and

- terminating in front end portions disposed

horizontally transversely of the bridge and
connected to the lenses. s ‘

4. Spectacles including lenses, and: tem-
ples comprising a bow adapted to straddle a
person’s head and having a bridge portion to

extend across the top of a person’s head trans-

versely thereof and arms sloping downward-

ly and forwardly from the bridge and ter- -

3 .

minating in front end portions connected to

»the lenses.

In testimony whereof I “aﬁ‘ix_ my signature..

'LUDLOW DANIELS. [r.s.]
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Application No. Applicant(s)

12/991,668 WILLIAMS, RONALD WADE
Office Action Summary Examiner AriUnit

HUY K. MAI 2872

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 November 2010.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
3)[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
___;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

5)X Claim(s) 33-46 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) ______is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[] Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7)X] Claim(s) 33-46 is/are rejected.
8)[] Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9)[J Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

10)[X] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[X] The drawing(s) filed on 08 November 2010 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
12)[C] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

13)[C] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or ().
a)[J Al b)[] Some * ¢)[] None of:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ____
3.1 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) & Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) [] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. _
3) X Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) L] Notice of Informal Patent Application
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 03/22/12. 6) |:| Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 03-11) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20120604
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Application/Control Number: 12/991,668 Page 2
Art Unit: 2872

DETAILED ACTION

Information Disclosure Statement
1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on March 22, 2012 is in
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure
statement is being considered by the examiner.

Specification

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract must commence on a
separate sheet and any sheet including an abstract or a portion of an abstract may not contain any
other parts of the application or other material. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

4. Claims 40-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as
the invention.

Regarding claim 40, the phrase “sufficient resiliency” (claim 40, line 2) was held to be
indefinite because the specification lacks some standard for measuring the degree intended. How
the resiliency is called “sufficient”?

The limitations in claim 40 are unclear how "said cable projects from said retainers into
an arc suspended in the air"? If the invention of claim 40 placed on a surface, it may touch the

surface instead of project into an arc suspended in the air as claimed.
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The remaining claims are dependent upon the rejected base claim and thus inherit the

deficiency thereof.

Double Patenting

5. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or
improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent and to prevent possible
harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection is
appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined application
claim is not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) because the examined application
claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g.,
In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In
re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164
USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may
be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting
ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned
with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the
scope of a joint research agreement.

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR

3.73(b).

Page 196 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013



Application/Control Number: 12/991,668 Page 4
Art Unit: 2872

6. Claims 33-39 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double
patenting as being unpatentable over claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 8,092,009, hereinafter the ‘009
patent. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from
each other because the claimed invention as claimed in claim 33 is substantially the same as that
in claim 1 of the ‘009 patent. All elements claimed in claim 33 in the present patent application
are included in claim 1 of the ‘009 patent. These elements in the present application perform the
same function as those of the elements in claim 1 of the ‘009 patent. Thus, the invention claimed
in claim 33 is substantially identical to that in claim 1 of the ‘009 patent.

Regarding claim 34 and 35, since one material has properties better than another material,
it would have been obvious to a worker having general skill in this art to select a known material
on the basis of its suitability for intended used as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin,
125 USPQ 416. Therefore the claimed invention in claims 41 and 42 is unpatentable distinct
from the claims 1-2 of the ‘009 parent because its suitable material is intended used as a matter
of obvious choice as discussed above.

Regarding claims 36-39, although claim 1 of the ‘009 parent does not detail the structure
and/or characteristic of the temple retainer as claimed in claims 36-39, these structure and/or
characteristic would inherently include in the temple retainer of the ‘009 parent while the angle
which normalizes the direction of the cable rearward from the wearer’s head would inherently
include in the convention temple of the eyeglasses. Thus the invention in claims 36-39 is
substantially included to that in claims 1 of the ‘009 patent.

7. Claim 40-46 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double

patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-2 of U.S. Patent No. 8,092,009, hereinafter the
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‘009 patent. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct
from each other because all elements claimed in claim 40 in the present patent application are
included in claims 1-2 of the ‘009 patent. The claim in the instant application are broader than
those of the ‘009 patent; therefore any apparatus meeting the limitations of the ‘009 patent would
necessarily meet those of the instant application.

Regarding claim 41 and 42, since one material has properties better than another material,
it would have been obvious to a worker having general skill in this art to select a known material
on the basis of its suitability for intended used as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin,
125 USPQ 416. Therefore the claimed invention in claims 41 and 42 is unpatentable distinct
from the claims 1-2 of the ‘009 parent because its suitable material is intended used as a matter
of obvious choice, as discussed above.

Regarding claims 43-46, although claims 1 and 2 of the ‘009 parent does not detail the
structure and/or characteristic of the temple retainer as claimed in claims 43-46, these structure
and/or characteristic would inherently include in the temple retainer of the ‘009 parent while the
angle which normalizes the direction of the cable rearward from the wearer’s head would
inherently include in the convention temple of the eyeglasses. Thus the invention in claims 43-46
is substantially included to that in claims 1 and 2 of the ‘009 patent.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.
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0. Claims 33-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Daniels
(1,819,738) in view of Miller et al. (2007/0046889).

Regarding claims 33, 36-40 and 43-46, Daniels (Figs 1-3) discloses an eyewear retention
device comprising: two temple retainers 7, each having an opening for receiving an eyeglass
temple 4 (see Fig.3), and a bow 5, each end of the bow 5 being secured to one of the temple
retainers 7, such that when each said opening is attached to the end of an eyeglass temple 4 and
the eyeglasses are worn over the ears of a wearer, the cable forms an arc suspended above the
wearer's neck; wherein the bow 5 is preferably formed of resilient material.., or any other
suitable composition which will permit it to be coiled when the spectacles are placed in a case
may be employed. However, Daniels does not suggest a cable for the bow. Miller et al (page 1,
column 2, Para[0011]]) discloses a flexible temple assembly wherein the flexible temple material
can be clear monofilament polymer, cable, coaxial cable or tubing. Therefore it would have been
obvious at the time the invention was made to those skilled in the art in taken the Daniels's
device in consideration of Miller et al.'s teachings to produce the claimed invention by forming a
cable connecting between two temple retainer as taught by Miller et al for providing an eyewear
retention device.

Regarding claims 34, 35, 41 and 42, the claims invention in claims 34, 35, 41 and 42 are
shown in Daniels in view of Miller as discussed above, except for the material of the cable. Since
one material has properties better than another material, it would have been obvious to a worker
having general skill in this art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for

intended used as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Huy Mai whose telephone number is (571) 272-2334. The
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.).

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Ricky L. Mack can be reached on (571) 272-2333. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1562.

[Huy Mai/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2872

HM
June 11, 2012
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Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
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BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT

1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH

BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104

In re Application of: - * DECISION ON PETITION TO

Ronald WILLIAMS
Serial No.: 12/991668 MAKE SPECIAL FOR NEW

. APPLICATION UNDER 37
Filed: 8 November 2010 CER.§ 1102 &.M PEP
Title: EYE WEAR RETENTION DEVICE FR.§ .708 pos P.EP.§

This is a decision on the petition filed on 4 May 2012 to make the above-identified application
special for accelerated examination procedure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d).

The petition to make the application special is DISMISSED.
REGULATION AND PRACTICE

A grantable petition to make special under 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d) and pursuant to the “Change to
Practice for Petitions in Patent Applications to Make Special and for Accelerated Examination”
published in the Federal Register on June 26, 2006 (71 Fed. Reg. 36323), must satisfy the
following conditions:

L. Conditions Regarding the Application:

1. the application must be a non-reissue utility or design application filed under 37 CFR
1.111(a);

2. the application, the petition and the required fees must be filed electronically using the
USPTO’s electronic filing system (EFS), or EFS-web; if not filed electronically, a statement
asserting that EFS and EFS-web were not available during the normal business hours.

3. at the time of filing, the application must be complete under 37 CFR 1.51 and in
condition for examination;

4. the application must contain three or fewer independent claims and twenty or fewer
total claims and the claims must be directed to a single invention.

II. Conditions Regarding the Petition:

The petition must:

1. be filed with the application;

2. include a statement that applicant agrees not to separately argue the patentability of
any independent claim during any appeal in the application;
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3. include a statement that applicant agrees to make an election without traverse in a
telephone interview.

4. include a statement that applicant agrees to conduct such an interview when requested
by the examiner. ‘

5. include a statement, made based on a good faith belief, that a preexamination search in
compliance with the following requirements, was conducted, including an identification of the
field of search by United States class and subclass, where applicable, and for database searches,
the search logic or chemical structure or sequence used as a query, the name of the file(s)
searched and the database service, and the date of the search.

The preexamination search must:

5.1 involve U.S. patents and patent application publications, foreign patent
documents, and non-patent literature, unless the applicant can justify with reasonable
certainty that no references more pertinent than those already identified are likely to be
found in the eliminated sources and includes such a justification with this statement;

5.2. be directed to the claimed invention and encompass all of the features of the
claims, giving the claims the broadest reasonable interpretation;

5.3. encompass the disclosed features that may be claimed.

6. must provide in support of the petition an accelerated examination support document.
An accelerated examination support document must include:

6.1. an information disclosure statement (IDS) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.98
citing each reference deemed most closely related to the subject matter of each of the
claims;

6.2. an identification of all the limitations in the claims that are disclosed by the
reference specifying where the limitation is disclosed in the cited reference;

6.3. a detailed explanation of how each of the claims are patentable over the
references cited with particularity required by 37 CFR 1.111(b) and (c);

6.4. a concise statement of the utility of the invention as defined in each of the
independent claims (unless the application is a design application);

6.5. a showing of where each limitation of the claims finds support under 35 USC
112, first paragraph, in the written description of the specification. If applicable, the
showing must also identify: (1) each means- (or step) plus-function claim element that
invokes consideration under 35 UDC 112, sixth paragraph; and (2) the structure, material,
or acts in the specification that corresponds to each means- (or step) plus-function claim
element that invokes consideration under 35 UDC 112, sixth paragraph; if the application
claims the benefit of one or more applications under title 35, United States Code, the
showing must also include where each limitation of the claims finds support under 35
USC 112, first paragraph, in each such application in which such supports exists;

6.6. an identification of any cited references that may be disqualified under 35
USC 103(c).
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Discussion

The petition appears on its face to be filed without recognition of the August 25, 2006 policy
change to the petition to make special program. Petitions to make special, such as petitions to
make special based on infringement, will be processed using the revised procedure for
accelerated examination. Under the new procedure, at the time of filing the applicant must
provide a statement that a pre-examination search in compliance with requirement (5), above,
was conducted. Additionally, at the time of filing, the applicant must provide an accelerated
examination support document in compliance with requirement (6), above. Consequently, this
application is not eligible for the accelerated examination procedure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d).
A copy of Federal Register on June 26, 2006 (71 Fed. Reg. 36323) may be found at

- www.USPTO.gov under the accelerated examination link.

DECISION

For the above-stated reasons, the petition is dismissed. The application will therefore be taken
up by the examiner for action in its regular turn. '

Petitioner is given a single opportunity to perfect the petition. Any request for reconsideration of
this decision must be submitted within 1 (one) month or 30 (thirty) days, whichever is longer,
(no extension of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a)) from the date of this decision in order to be
considered timely. Any request for reconsideration must address all of the deficiencies indicated
above.

Petitioner is reminded that, upon granting of the special status of the application on request for
reconsideration, the application will be processed expeditiously. However, due to the dismissal
of the instant petition, examination may not be completed within twelve months of the filing date
of the application.

Any inquiry regarding this decision should be directed to Michael Day, TC 2800 Quality
Assurance Specialist (QAS), at (571) 272-1568.

/Michael Day/

Michael Day, QAS

Technology Center 2800

Semiconductors, Electrical and Optical
Systems and Components
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. -, , 12/991,668 WILLIAMS, RONALD WADE
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary i i

Examiner Art Unit

HUY K. MAI 2872

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) HUY K. MAI. 3) .

(2) PAUL M. SYKES. (4) .

Date of Interview: 06 November 2012.

Type: [X Telephonic [ Video Conference
[] Personal [copy given to: [] applicant  [] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [] Yes [ No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed []101 [112 [J102 X103 [JOthers

(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)
Claim(s) discussed: 33-46.

Identification of prior art discussed: Daniels and Miller et al .

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

The applicant infends to propose an amendment to cancel claim 40 and amend claim 33 by adding the phrase "the
cable extends rearwardly from the wearer's head". Such a propose amendment in claim 33 would overcome the 103
rejection over Daniels in view of Miller et al. The applicant also intends to propose a new claim with the lanquage of a
resilient member inseatd of a cable..

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a hon-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

] Attachment

/HUY K MALl/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2872

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20121106
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. Itis the examiner’s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

—Name of applicant

—Name of examiner

—Date of interview

—Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

—Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

— An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

— An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

—The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,

2) an identification of the claims discussed,

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner’s initials.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Application No. 12/991,668 Confirmation No: 1475
Filed: November 8, 2010 Art Unit: 2873
Applicant: Ronald Wade WILLIAMS

Examiner: Mack, Ricky Levern

Attorney Docket No: P104825USJB

Title: Eye Wear Retention Device

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION
Via EFS Web

Commissioner for Patents
Washington, DC 20231

Sir/Madam:
This paper is filed in response to the Office Action of June 13, 2012.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page
2 of this paper.

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 5 of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper.

Page 218 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013



CLAIMS
1-32 (Cancelled)

33. (Currently Amended) An eyewear retention device comprising two temple
retainers connected by a resilient cable, such that when the temple retainers are attached
to a pair of eyeglasses and the eyeglasses are worn over the ears of a wearer, the cable

extends rearward from the head of the wearer and is suspended off the neck of the

wearer.

34. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 33, wherein said cable is

made from a metallic core coated in a smooth casing.

35.  (Previously Presented) The device of claim 33, wherein said cable
comprises a material selected from the group consisting of twisted wire, resilient plastic

and carbon fiber.

36. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 33, wherein each of said

temple retainers comprises an opening for receiving the temple of a pair of eyeglasses.

37. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 36, wherein each said temple
retainer comprises a front portion and a back portion, said front portion comprising said

opening and said back portion being connected to said cable.

38. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 36, wherein said temple

retainer is retained on an eyeglass temple by a friction fit.

39. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 36, wherein each of said
eyeglass temple retainers includes an angle which normalizes the direction of the cable
rearward from the wearer’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass

temple.
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40. (Canceled)

41.  (Currently Amended) The device of claim 47 40, wherein said resilient

member is a cable is made from a metallic core coated in a smooth casing.

42, (Currently Amended) The device of claim 47 40, wherein said resilient
member eable comprises a material selected from the group consisting of twisted wire,

resilient plastic and carbon fiber.

43. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 47 46, wherein each of said

temple retainers comprises an opening for receiving the temple of a pair of eyeglasses.

44,  (Previously presented) The device of claim 43, wherein each said temple
retainer comprises a front portion and a back portion, said front portion comprising said

opening and said back portion being connected to said cable.

45. (Previously presented) The device of claim 43, wherein said temple

retainer is retained on an eyeglass temple by a friction fit.

46. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 47 40, wherein each of said
eyeglass temple retainers includes an angle which normalizes the direction of the cable

rearward from a wearer’s head in response to a curved end portion of an eyeglass temple.

47. (New) An eyewear retention device comprising two temple retainers
connected by a resilient member, such that when the temple retainers are attached to a
pair of eyeglasses and the eyeglasses are worn over the ears of a wearer, the resilient
member extends rearward from the head of the wearer and is suspended off the neck of

the wearer.
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48. (New) The device of claim 47, wherein said resilient member comprises a
cable having a proximal end and a distal end, each end of said cable secured to one of

said temple retainers.

49. (New) The device of claim 47, wherein when the temple retainers are
attached to a pair of eyeglasses and the eyeglasses are worn over the ears of a wearer,

said resilient member forms an arc suspended substantially in the air.

50. (New) The device of claim 33, wherein when the temple retainers are
attached to a pair of eyeglasses and the eyeglasses are worn over the ears of a wearer,

said cable forms an arc suspended substantially in the air.

4
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION

Please delete the section entitled “Abstract” from the specification and insert the

following Abstract, beginning on a new separate sheet:

An eyewear retention device that comprises two temple
retainers connected by a resilient member, such that when
the temple retainers are attached to a pair of eyeglasses and
the eyeglasses are worn over the ears of a wearer, the
resilient member extends rearward from the head of the
wearer and is suspended off the neck of the wearer. The
resilient member may be cabling with a smooth plastic

outer sheath.

5
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REMARKS
Summary of Examiner Interview
1. An interview was held between Examiner Mai and Paul Sykes, attorney
for the Applicant, on November 6, 2012. The pending office action, the language of
claim 33, and the Daniels and Miller references were discussed. Examiner Mai agreed
that claim 33 would be allowable over the prior art of record if it is clarified that the cable
“extends rearward from the head of the wearer.” The Applicant has amended the claims

accordingly.

Objection to Specification
2. With respect to the objection to the Abstract not beginning on a separate
sheet, the Applicant has amended the specification as provided above to delete the
Abstract that was objected to, and replace it with the Abstract above, beginning on a

separate sheet.

Double Patenting
3. With respect to the nonstatutory double patenting rejection, the applicant
has filed with this paper a terminal disclaimer showing that the application is commonly

owned with U.S. Pat. No. 8,092,009.

Claim Rejections 35 USC § 103 and § 112
4. The Applicant amends the claims herein. Applicant submits that no new

matter has been added to the claims. Applicant makes these amendments for the sole

6
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purpose of facilitating the expeditious allowance of any subject matter identified as
allowable by the Examiner. Applicant makes no admission herein that any cancelled or
amended claims (including claim 40) in their original form is non-patentable; Applicant
makes no disclaimer of the subject matter of any cancelled or amended claims or dedicate
them to the public. If any such disclaimers are believed to have been made, Applicants
explicitly rescind them for the purpose of future applications to permit recapture of the
original subject matter of any cancelled or amended claims. Applicants reserve the right
to file future applications for letters patent directed to the original subject matter of any
cancelled or amended claims.

6. As discussed in the interview, the Applicant has amended claim 33 to
provide that the cable extends rearward from the wearer’s head.  The applicant has
added new independent claim 47. New claim 47 is believed to be allowable because the
prior art of record does not teach an eyeglass retainer comprising a first temple retainer
and a second temple retainer connected to one another by a resilient member that extends
rearward from the wearer’s head and is suspended off the wearer’s neck when the temple
retainers are attached to the temples of a pair of eyeglasses and the eyeglasses are worn
over the ears of a wearer. New claim 48 provides that the resilient member may be a
cable with each end connected to one of the temple retainérs. New claims 49 and 50
provide that the resilient member (claim 49) or cable (claim 50) forms an arc suspended
substantially in the air when the eyeglass retainer is attached to the eyeglasses as
described in the base claim. The dependency of claims 4143 and 46 has been amended

as appropriate.

7
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CONCLUSION
Applicants respectfully request the consideration of the enclosed remarks and
entry of the following submission into the record. If additional action is required that
may benefit from a telephone call, Applicants invite a call fo its attorney of record, Paul
M. Sykes (Reg. No. 43,942). E-mail correspondence and transactions to

psykes@babc.com are authorized and encouraged. The Application is believed to be in

condition for allowance, and a timely Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,
BRADLEY ARANT BoULT CUMMINGS LLP

1)) 2002 Q} N

Date Paul M. Sykes v
Reg. No. 43,942
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Paul M. Sykes

n:_ | BRADLEY ARANT Direct: (205) 521-8766

il . BouLT CUMMINGS Fax: (205) 488-4766
! ) psykes@babc.com

November 6, 2012

VIA EFS WEB

Commissioner for Patents
Post Office Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

RE: Response to Office Action

Application Number: 12/991,668

Filed: November 8, 2010

First Named Inventor: Ronald Wade Williams
Attorney Docket No: P104825USJB

Invention Title: Eye Wear Retention Device

Dear Commissioner:

The applicants hereby submit a Response to the Office Action for this application.
Attached herewith please find the following documents:

1. Cover Letter, including authorization to charge deposit account and certificate of EFS
Web submission (3 pages)

Response to Office Action (8 pages)

Petition for Extension of Time (1 page)

Terminal Disclaimer (1 page)

Payment by credit card in the amount of $365.00 (electronic)

TIRCEN

Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned by telephone at 205-521-8766 or by
facsimile at 205-488-4766 if further action is required.

Sincerely,

S
Pz{lulﬁ/s.{k S%¥\

es
Registration No. 43,942

Enclosures

1/2407787.1

One Federal Place 1819 Fifth Avenue North Birmingham, E%eg?),z-zsg P“ONEQOS,SIZQ.IL;»](MSHSX‘ S 921%?()1'BAECXC01\/913



Commissioner for Patents
November 6, 2012
Page 2

AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT AND PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

All fees due are believed to be paid herein. However, if, after processing the enclosed
items, any charges, fees, or sums due remain unpaid in connection with this correspondence, I
hereby authorize the Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office to charge all
such remaining fees, charges, and other sums due to Deposit Account Number 50-0954. If any
extension of time for the accompanying response or submission is required, applicants request
that this be considered a petition for such extension of time.

Paul M. Sykes 7

Attorney for Applicant
Registration No. 43,942

Mov. ¢, 2o(2

Date of Signature

Application No. 12/991,668 Attorney Docket No. P104825USJB
1/2407787.1

Page 231 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013



Commissioner for Patents
November 6, 2012
Page 3

CERTIFICATE OF EFS WEB SUBMISSION

I hereby certify that the following items are enclosed:

1. Cover Letter, including authorization to charge deposit account and certificate of EFS
Web submission (3 pages)

Response to Office Action (8 pages)

Petition for Extension of Time (1 page)

Terminal Disclaimer (1 page)

Payment by credit card in the amount of $365.00 (electronic)

Dl

Total S Documents 13 pages.

and are being submitted via the EFS Web of the United States Patent & Trademark Office on
November 6, 2012.

pae: |\ = (s 201 >~ @“X‘V 6\)&/"\“—‘/

Donita Evans

Application No. 12/991,668 Attorney Docket No. P104825USJB
1/2407787.1
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Approved for use through 1/31/2013. OMB 0651-0031

. ~U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Docket Number (Optional)

PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) | P104825USJB

Application Number 12/991 668 Filed November 8, 201 O

" EYE WEAR RETENTION DEVICE

Art Unit Examiner

2873 MAI, Huy Kim

This is a request under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) to extend the period for filing a reply in the above-identified application.

The requested extension and fee are as follows (check time period desired and enter the appropriate fee below):

Fee Small Entity Fee
D One month (37 CFR 1.17(a)(1)) $150 $75 $
Two months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(2)) $570 $285 5285.00
[:] Three months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(3)) $1,290 $645 $
D Four months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(4)) $2,010 $1,005 $
[] Five months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(5)) $2,730 $1,365 $

Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.
D A check in the amount of the fee is enclosed.

D Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

D The Director has already been authorized to charge fees in this application to a Deposit Account.

D The Director is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to

Deposit Account Number

Payment made via EFS-Web.

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide
credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

I am the

D applicant/inventor.

D assignee of record of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 3.71. 37 CFR 3.73(b) statement is enclosed (Form PTO/SB/96).
43,942

attorney or agent of record. Registration number

[ ] attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1.34. Registration number

Q«/ < . ﬂ)v\ November 6, 2012
ngaa'(% Date

Paul M. Sykes 205-521-8766

Typed or printed name Telephone Number

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. Submit
muitiple forms if more than one signature is required, see below*.

* Total of 1 forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136(a). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public, which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.8.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 6 minutes to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to the Chief Information Officer,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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PTO/SB/26 (08-11)

Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A DOUBLE PATENTING Docket Number (Optional)
REJECTION OVER A “PRIOR” PATENT P104825UsJB

In re Application of: Ronald Wade Williams
Application No.: 12/991,668

Filed: November 8, 2010

For: Eyewear Retention Device

The owner*, _Ronald Wade Williams , of 100 percent interest in the instant application hereby disclaims,
except as provided below, the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend beyond
the expiration date of the full statutory term of prior patent No. 8,092,009 as the term of said prior patent is presently shortened

by any terminal disclaimer. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant application shall be enforceable only for and
during such period that it and the prior patent are commonly owned. This agreement runs with any patent granted on the instant application
and is binding upon the grantee, its successors or assigns.

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of the term of any patent granted on the instant application that
would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term of the prior patent, "as the term of said prior patent is presently shortened by any
terminal disclaimer," in the event that said prior patent later:

expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee;

is held unenforceable;

is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction;

is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321;

has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate;

is reissued; or

is in any manner terminated prior to the expiration of its full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer.

Check either box 1 or 2 below, if appropriate.

1. I:I For submissions on behalf of a business/organization (e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency,
etc.), the undersigned is empowered to act on behalf of the business/organization.

| hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.

2, The undersigned is an attorney or agent of record. Reg. No._43,942

QAAX m C g % 11/6/2012

Siﬂaturé’\ Date

Paul M. Sykes
Typed or printed name

205-521-8766
Telephone Number

Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) included.

WARNING: information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

*Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if terminal disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner).
Form PTO/SB/96 may be used for making this certification. See MPEP § 324.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.321. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments
on the amount of time you require to complete th is form and/or suggestions for reducing this bu rden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-8199 and select option 2.
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PTO/SB/06 (07-086)

Approved for use through 1/31/2007. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.

** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD | Application or Docket Number | Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 12/991 ,668 11/08/2010 D To be Mailed
APPLICATION AS FILED — PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY [X] OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($) RATE ($) FEE ($)
L1 Basic Fee N/A N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR1.16(a) (b). or (c])
[0 searcH Fee
(37 CFR1.16(K). (). or (m) N/A N/A N/A N/A
D EXAMINATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (o), or (a)) N/A N/A N/A N/A
oS s | X - g KA
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS , . _ _
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = Xs = Xs =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
u sheets of paper, the application size fee due
ASF;PCL;%?-TSN SIZE FEE is $250 ($125 for small entity) for each
¢ 16(s)) additional 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See
35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
= 11/06/2012 AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE (%) FEE ($) RATE (%) FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
s ;I'?;?I (37 CFR 17 Minus | = 20 -0 X $31= 0 ORI xs8$ =
5 .
E 5'2;*2‘23”;??6”(;) -2 Minus | -3 =0 X $125 = 0 oRpxs -
<§E I:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
|:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 GFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL TOTAL
ADD'L 0 OR ADDL
FEE FEE
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE (%) FEE ($) RATE (%) FEE ($)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
z Jotal @7 orR . Minus | = - X$ = oR I xs -
= EEE vinus | - - xs - or [ xs -
Z I:l Applicat }
] pplication Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
< |:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 GFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL TOTAL
ADD’L OR ADDL
FEE FEE

Legal Instrument Examiner:

/KIMBERLY PANNELL/

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Application Number Application/Control No. Qzep)l(i:;r;rtl(ast)ifnatent under
Document Code - DISQ Internal Document — DO NOT MAIL
TERMINAL
DISCLAIMER Xl APPROVED [ ] DISAPPROVED

This patent is subject
Date Filed : 06 NOV 2012 to a Terminal
Disclaimer

Approved/Disapproved by:

JAB

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

23378 7590 12/17/2012 | EXAMINER |
BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP MAIL HUY KIM
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT
1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104 %72

DATE MAILED: 12/17/2012
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
12/991,668 11/08/2010 Ronald Wade Williams P104825USIB 1475

TITLE OF INVENTION: EYE WEAR RETENTION DEVICE

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional YES 3385 $300 $0 $1185 03/18/2013

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now

Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)

and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (f required) and 1/2
the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commlssmner for Patents
P.O.Box 1
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
ppropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
1cated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for

malntenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

23378 7590 12/17/2012
BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
I hereb tify that this F T ittal is b d ited with the United
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT Staies Bosial Service pith sutticient posiage for TS clase mail i an savelope
1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
12/991,668 11/08/2010 Ronald Wade Williams P104825USJB 1475
TITLE OF INVENTION: EYE WEAR RETENTION DEVICE
| APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional YES 3385 $300 $0 $1185 03/18/2013
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
MAI HUY KIM 2872 351-156000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). . 1
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
| Chan%e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. . ! . 2
(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ ndividuat Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[ Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
(] Advance Order - # of Copies (1 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. . Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will v. epending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent toalt'f}lle Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandgrla Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commlss1oner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. |
12/991,668 11/08/2010 Ronald Wade Williams P104825USIB 1475
23378 7590 12/17/2012 | EXAMINER |
BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP MAIL HUY KIM
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT
1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104 %72

DATE MAILED: 12/17/2012

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 103 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 103 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5§ U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress

submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency

having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for

purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,

General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either

publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local

law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . 12/991,668 WILLIAMS, RONALD WADE
Notice of Allowablllty Examiner Art Unit
HUY K. MAI 2872

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. [ This communication is responsive to the amendment and TD filed 11/06/12 and telephone interview 12/03/12 .

2. [ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 33-39,41-50. Claims 1-32 and 40 have been cancelled. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be
eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding
application. For more information, please see hittp://www. uspio.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.isp or send an inquiry to
FPPHsedback@usplo.goy .

4. [] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a) [ Al b) [] Some* c¢)[]None of the:
1. [] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ___
3. [0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: ___

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [J CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. X Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. [ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. X Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date

3. [0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [ Other .

of Biological Material
4. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

HUY K MAI/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2872

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 09-12) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20121201
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EXAMINER’'S AMENDMENT
1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.
2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview
with Paul M. Sykes on Dec. 3rd, 2012.

The application has been amended claims 44 and 46 as follows:

44. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 43, wherein each said temple
retainer comprises a front portion and a back portion, said front portion comprising said

opening and said back portion being connected to said eable resilient member.

46. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 47 40, wherein each of said
eyeglass temple retainers includes an angle which normalizes the direction of the eable

resilient member rearward from a wearer's head in response to a curved end portion of

an eyeglass temple.

(NOTE: The remaining claims 33-39, 41-43, 45 and 47-50 have the same status

as presented on the previous paper.)
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art
fails to teach a combination of all the limitations, as a whole, as claimed in the
independent claim 33, wherein the claimed invention comprising two temple retainers
connected by a resilient cable, such that when the temple retainers are attached to a
pair of eyeglasses and the eyeglasses are worn over the ears of a wearer, the cable
extends rearward from the head of the wearer and is suspended off the neck of the
wearer, as claimed. Similarly, the prior art fails to teach a combination of all the
limitations, as a whole, as claimed in the independent claim 47, wherein the claimed
invention comprising two temple retainers connected by a resilient member, such that
when the temple retainers are attached to a pair of eyeglasses and the eyeglasses are
worn over the ears of a wearer, the resilient member extends rearward from the head of
the wearer and is suspended off the neck of the wearer, as claimed. The prior art does
not disclose or fairly suggest, either alone or in combining with any other reference, to
meet a combination of all the limitations as claimed in claims 33 and 47 either under 35
USC 102 or 103. Therefore claims 33-39 and 41-50 could be allowable over the prior art
of record.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on
Statement of Reasons for Allowance."

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For
more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Huy K. Mai whose telephone number is (571) 272-2334.
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.).

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Ricky L. Mack can be reached on (571) 272-2333. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-
1562.

/Huy Mai/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2872

HM
December 16, 2012
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.usSplo.gov

I APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE [ FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ] ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. J
12/991,668 11/08/2010 Ronald Wade Williams P104825USJB 1475
23378 7590 12/21/2012 ,
BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP | EXAMINER J
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT MAL HUY KM
1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104 | ARTUNIT | ParerunBER |
2872
I MAIL DATE . I DELIVERY MF)DIé ' J
12/21/2012 PAPER

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or procceding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.0O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT
1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH
BIRMINGHAM AL 35203-2104

In re Application of:

Ronald WILLIAMS :

Serial No.: 12/991668 : DECISION ON PETITION TO
Filed: 08 November 2010 : MAKE SPECIAL FOR NEW
Attorney Docket No.: P104825USJB : APPLICATION UNDER 37

Title: EYE WEAR RETENTION DEVICE : CFR.§1.102 & M.P.EP. §708.2

A decision dismissing the petition to make the above-identified application special for
accelerated examination was mailed on 19 October 2012. The decision set a non-extendable
time period of one month or 30 (thirty) days, whichever is longer, from its mailing date to correct
the deficiency/deficiencies in the petition.

As of 19 November 2012, the expiry of the period set, neither a reply nor a renewed petition was
received. Accordingly, the application is no longer eligible for the accelerated examination

program.

The application will remain in its regular status and will be taken up by the examiner for action
in its regular turn.

Any inquiries regarding this decision should be directed to Quality Assurance Specialist (QAS)
Michael Day at (571) 272-1568.

/Michael Day/

Michael Day, QAS

Technology Center 2800
Semiconductors, Electrical and Optical
Systems and Components
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_ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee dala will appear on the patenl. I an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

P

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : D Individual a Corporalion or other private group eatity D Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b, Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
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overpayment, to Deposit Account Number _____________ (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Chunge in Entity Status (from status indicated abowve)
4. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. b Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(gi2).

NOTE: The Issue Foe and Publication Fee (if required) will nol be accepted from anyonc other than the applicant: a registered allomey or agent: or the assigoee or other parly in
intcrest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.
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this form and/or su:jggeslions for reducing this burden, should be sent 1o the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO "THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control sumber.
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Ronald Wade Williams

Filer:
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 14580848
Application Number: 12991668
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 1475
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Filer Authorized By:
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Time Stamp: 16:39:50
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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“: ' BRADLEY ARANT
Ll 1 BouLT CUMMINGS

LLP

December 28, 2012
VIA EFS WEB

Commissioner for Patents
Post Office Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

RE: Issue Fee Transmittal
Application Number:
Filed:

First Named Inventor:

Attorney Docket No:
Invention Title:

Dear Commissioner:

Joseph S. Bird, 111
Direct; (205) 521-8473
Fax: (205) 488-6473
jbird@babc.com

12/991,668

November 8, 2010

Ronald Wade WILLIAMS
P104825USJB

Eye Wear Retention Device

The applicant hereby submits the Issue Fee for this application. Attached herewith please

find the following documents:

1. Cover Letter, including authorization to charge deposit account and certificate of

EFS Web submission (3 pages)

2. Issue Fee Transmittal Form PTOL-85 (1 page)
3. Credit card payment for the amount of $1185.00 (electronic)

Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned by telephone at 205-521-8473 or by
{acsimile at 205-488-6473 if further action is required.

Enclosures

1/2428233.1

cerely,
ppph b @:,-a//ou

oseph S. Bird, 111
Registration No. 50,366

One Federal Place 1819 T'ifth Avenue North Birmingham, AL 35203-2119 PHO¥E305 521 9000 F4¥205.521.8800 BABC.COM
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Application No. 12/991,668 Attorney Docket: P104825USJB

: AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT AND PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

All fees due are believed to be paid herein. However, if, after processing the enclosed
items, any charges, fees, or sums due remain unpaid in connection with this correspondence, |
‘hereby authorize the Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office to charge all
such remaining small entity fees, charges, and other sums due to Deposit Account Number 50-
0954. If any extension of time for the accompanying response or submission is required,
applicants request that this be considered a petition for such extension of time.

pepl & [Shek

oséph S. Bird
Attdrney for Applicant

Registration No. 50,366

(2-2F->01>

Date of Signature

1/2428233.1
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Application No. 12/991,668 Attorney Docket: P104825USJB

CERTIFICATE OF EFS WEB SUBMISSION

I hereby certify that the following items are enclosed:

1. Cover Leﬁer, including authorization to charge deposit account and certificate of EFS

Web submission (3 pages)
2. Issue Fee Transmittal Form PTOL-85 (1 page)
3. Credit card payment for the amount of $1185.00 (electronic)

Total 3 Documents 4 pages

and are being submitted via the EFS Web of the United States Patent & Trademark Office on
December 28, 2012.

Date: \.;f}?-;o\:; mlw» 6\) —

Donita Evans

1/2428233.1
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
12/991,668 02/05/2013 8366268 P104825USJB 1475
23378 7590 01/16/2013

BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT
1819 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203-2104

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 103 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will
include an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Ronald Wade Williams, Birmingham, AL;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09) Page 262 Chums, Inc. etal. Ex. 1013



AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

TO- Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE

' Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Alabama on the following
[] Trademarks or [ Patents. ( [ the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:14-cv-00126-JEO 1/21/2014 for the Northern District of Alabama
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Cablz, Inc. Croakies, a corporation

P.O. Box 130817
Birmingham, AL 35213

1240 Huff Lane
Jackson, WY 83001

TRiADEﬁTRgRN o %%ngDzﬁfg HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 8,366,268 2/5/2013 Ronald Wade Williams
2
3
4
5

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[J Amendment [ Answer [ Cross Bill [ Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

2
3
4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:
DECISION/JUDGEMENT
]
CLERK (BY) Y CLERK // DATE
- <
SHARON N. HARRIS, CLERK W 34 /a0l
T4 4 4

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director

Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy
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