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[57] ABSTRACT

An electrographic sensor for the generation of coordi-
nate signals corresponding to contacted positions on the
sensor is described. This sensor is of particular value for
placing in intimate contact with the nonplanar face of a
cathode ray tube or the like. The sensor has a rigid,
optically transparent substrate with a nonplanar config-
uration matching the nonplanar face of the CRT to
reduce parallax. This normally involves a radius of
curvature, in one or more directions, in a range of 15-50
inches (38-127 cm). The surface of the substrate which
will not contact the CRT is coated to provide a very
uniform, substantially transparent, electrically resistive
layer, and electrodes are connected to the resistive layer
whereby orthogonal electrical potentials may be ap-
plied to the layer. Overlying and spaced from the resis-
tive layer is a semirigid transparent cover sheet, the face
toward the resistive layer being appreciably conduct-
ing. Dispersed small areas of insulation, of minimum
height, prevent contact of the resistive layer and the
conducting face unless the cover sheet is depressed by
an object such as a finger or stylus.

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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,NONPLANAR TRANSPARENT
ELECTROGRAPHIC SENSOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The subject development relates generally to a sys-
tem for data generation, lnterpretatlon, storage, trans-
mission and the like and more particularly to a transpar-
ent electrographlc sensor which may be placed .over
data arranged in a coordinate system. More specifically,
the sensor is for placement upon the nonplanar face of a
computer driven cathode ray tube or the like whereby
an operator may interact with data on the tube by con-
tacting the sensor with a finger tip, a stylus or the like.

Considerable effort has been expended in recent years
toward apparatus for graphical data processing. Many
of the devices developed for this purpose utilize orthog-
onal electrical fields in a resistive layer of the sensor and
means for electrically contacting the resistive layer at
some location whereby electrical output signals are
derived that are proportional to the coordinates of the
contact point. These signals may be in analog or digital
form. The most pertinent known prior art is described
in U.S. Pat. No. 3,449,516 issued to S. H. Cameron, et
al.; U.S. Pat. No. 3,632,874 issued to L. C. Malavard;
u. S Pat. No. 3,798,370 issued to G. S. Hurst; U.S. Pat.
No. 3,911,215 issued to G. S. Hurst, et al.; and U.S. Pat.
No. 4,071,689 issued to J. E. Talmage, et al. The latter
three patents have a.common assignee with the present
mvent10n

“Only two of these patents (Malavard and Talmage, et
al.) describe transparent sensors, i.e., sensors that may
be’ placed over data. Both mdlcate potential use for

' placement on a cathode ray tube; however, both are flat
and, in both, contact is made using a conductive probe
directly upon the resistive layer: It has been recognized
that for durability and convenience, and to remove the
need for a stylus, a suitable cover sheet is needed. Such
cover sheets take the form of a flexible layer often hav-
ing a conductive layer facing the resistive layer
whereby contact of the cover sheet with a probe brings
about contact of the resistive layer and the conductive
layer. Such construction is illustrated in the above-cited
patents to ‘Hurst and Hurst, et al. In both of these pa-
tents the cover sheet is normally maintained a small
distance from the resistive layer using several forms of
dispersed insulation of a type whereby the insulation is
“bypassed” when pressure in appropriate form is ap-
plied to the top cover sheet. In still other patents (typi-
cally U. S. Pat. No. 2,975,235 issued to R. G. Leitner, et
al.) separation is provided by tensioning the cover sheet.

When an electrographic -sensor is to be used with a
cathode ray tube (CRT) more exacting projection of the
CRT data onto the sensor would be accomplished if the
sensor was nonplanar to match the CRT face, normally
a complex curvature in at least two directions. There
has been no known teaching in the art, even the sensor
of Talmage, et al., that a sensor could be contoured
appropriately to eliminate parallax. Also, there was no
teaching to provide a uniform, but small, spacing of a
similarly shaped cover sheet, especially if an object such
as a finger tip is to be used to contact the cover sheet (as
for a “keyboard”). The tensioning method, for example,
is useful only for planar surfaces and cantiot be utilized
for a nonplanar surface because the spacing would not
be uniform. Neither is it applicable to provide the close
spacing (about 0.003 in. or 0.075 mm) needed to mini-

mize a “spongy” feeling to the contacting finger. In the
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case of Hurst (U.S. Pat. No. 3,798,370), the insulator net
having radiating threads from each -knot “is visually
unacceptable for a transparent sensor. The continuous
gel disclosed in that same patent may not be deformed
sufficiently by finger pressure to permit contact be-
tween the resistive and conductive layers. The insula-
tion disclosed in Hurst, et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 3,911,215),
was specifically intended to prevent contact of the resis-
tive layer and the conductive layer due to ﬁnger (or
hand) pressure.

- Even a semirigid cover sheet of proper nonplanar
configuration would not be satisfactory for most appli-
cations. When close spacing is desired, manufacturing
variations, and damage induced during use, would give
rise to regions of contact. Even local environmental
conditions of expansmn and contraction due to temper-
ature changes, air movement, etc., would give rise to
false signals.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION.

Our invention is an improved sensor for intimate
contact with a nonplanar surface containing data, such
as a CRT, wherein there is a transparent substrate con-
toured to closely. match. that of the data-containing
surface. The exposed face of the substrate has a uniform -
transparent resistive layer deposited thereon, and means
are provided to connect electrical voltages to the resis-
tive layer to produce uniform orthogonal electrical
fields in the resistive layer. A transparent cover sheet is
disposed above, and spaced from, the resistive layer; the
face of the cover sheet toward the resistive layer having
a transparent current-carrying layer. Proper spacing of
the resistive layer of the substrate and the current-carry-
ing layer of the cover sheet is provided by discrete
islands of insulation having a height less than about 0.01
in. (0.254 mm), a transverse dimension of less than about

- 0.02 in. (0.5 mm), and an average spacing of about 0.025

to 0.5 in. (0.625-12.7 mm).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES

FIG. 1is a plan view of the subject invention partlally
cutaway to reveal various layers;

_ FIG. 2 is a partial sectional view of the invention
showing the layers identified in FIG. 1;.

FIG. 3 is a partial sectional view illustrating one
embodiment of preferred insulating spacers of the in-
vention; and

FIG. 4 is a partial sectional view illustrating another
embodiment of the preferred insulating spacers.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The: fundamental components of the present inven-
tion are illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. The dimensions in
FIG. 2 are'exaggerated to better show the components.
A base element or substrate 10 is a rigid transparent
member, typically glass, of uniform thickness which is
contoured in all necessary directions so as to conform
closely to a nonplanar data-containing unit 11. Unit 11
may be, for example, the cathode ray tube associated
with data processing or the like. An upper surface of
substrate 10, as referenced to unit 11, is coated with a
substantially transparent resistive layer 12. As in U.S.
Pat. No. 4,071,689, the resistive layer is typically a semi-
conducting metal oxide as represented by indium-tin
oxide. Coated substrates of this type are available, for
example, from Liberty Mirror, Brackenridge, Pa. This
resistive layer 12 has a highly uniform resistivity which
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may be-a selected value in the range of 10 to 10,000
ohms per square; a value in the range of 100-1000 ohms
per square is preferred. Spaced a small distance from the
resistive layer 12 is a transparent cover sheet 13 of mod-
erate flexibility. Typically this is a thermoformable
polyester plastic, or polyvinylchloride, having a thick-
ness of about 0.005 in. (0.125 mm). The surface of the
cover sheet facing the resistive layer is provided with a
generally conductive layer 14 which also is substan-
tially transparent. This conductive layer 14 may be, for
example, a deposit of gold having a resistivity typically
of about 10 to 30 ohms per square. The gold (or gold-
nickel) layer is applied by conventional techniques by,
for example, Evaporated Metal Films, Ithaca, N.Y.

The resistive layer 12 and the conductive layer 14 are
spaced apart by small insulator islands 15. These insula-
tors are sized and spaced to minimize separation dis-
tances between layers 12 and 14, prevent inadvertent
contact therebetween and yet permit contact therebe-
tween by a small applied pressure of a finger tip or small
object. Thus, a size range for the islands is 0.001-0.01 in.
(0.025-0.25 mm) in height, 0.002 to 0.02 in. (0.05-0.5
mm) across, and 0.025 to 0.50 in. (0.635-12.7 mm) apart
(center to center). The larger spacing is applicable to
units of least curvature of the substrate 10.

These insulator islands 15 may be composed of any
suitable insulatirig material. One such material is ultravi-
olet curing ink which may be positioned using conven-
tional'silk screen or photographic techniques. A typical
ink for this purpose is “Solex™ distributed by Advance
Excello, Chicago, Ill. The islands may be attached to
the conductive layer, as shown, or to the resistive layer.
Any method of application to the surfaces should be
such that the islands are spaced in a substantially uni-
form pattern thereby assuring the desired spacing be-
tween surfaces. Other methods for producing the insu-
lation islands are described hereinafter with reference to
FIGS. 3 and 4. -

Although not shown, means are required to apply
orthogonal electric potentials to the resistive layer 12.
Many such means are known in the art such as those of
Talmage, et al., (U.S. Pat. No. 4,071,689), and of S. H.
Cameron, et al., (U.S. Pat. No. 3,449,516). In general,
these involve spaced-apart small electrodes attached to
the resistive layer along the edges thereof and circuits
connected to-each electrode whereby each electrode
along an edge is at substantially the same potential, and
the potential is switched in orthogonal manner. The
positioning of the small electrodes is such that electric
field lines generated in the resistive layer, as a result of
the applied potentials, project onto a planar surface so
as to define a rectilinear coordinate system. the leads
from electrodes (not shown) in the present development
leave the sensor through cable 16. .

Referring now to FIG. 3, illustrated therein is a cover
sheet 17 to provide the same function as cover sheet 13
of FIGS. 1 and 2. A lower surface thereof is coated with
a conductive layer 18. The compositions and thick-
nesses may be substantially the same as discussed above.
This cover sheet 17 is provided with insulator islands 19
which are integral with the cover sheet 17 and project
through the conductive layer 18. Each insulating island
19 is associated with a corresponding dimple 20 in the
upper surface of cover sheet 17. These dimples 20, and
the insulating islands 19, are created by deforming the
cover sheet 17 against a resilient surface (not shown)
with a punch 21. The force exerted by the punch de-
stroys the conductive layer at the point where the cover
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sheet is forced against the resilient surface. In practice,
a gang-type punch or.a rotary. punch may be used to
quickly produce a large array of insulating islands. For
this forming operation the cover sheet may be flat or
already formed with the proper contour. These islands
then maintain the cover sheet 17 at a desired spacing
distance from a resistive layer of the sensor (not shown).

Another embodiment of a cover sheet having integral
insulating islands is illustrated in FIG. 4. As in the case
of FIG. 3, a transparent cover sheet 22 (e.g., PVC) has
a conductive layer 23 (e.g., Ni-Au) applied to one sur-
face. An array of small apertures 24 are formed through
both the cover sheet 22 and the conductive layer 23
using, for example, a small diameter (e.g., 0.004 in. or
0.1 mm) punch 25 supported in a holder 26. The holder
26 may be in the form of a roller, if desired. For the
punching operation the cover sheet is supported on a
padded surface (not shown) whereby the punch 25 fully
penetrates the cover sheet 22 and conductive layer 25.
In doing so, a portion of the cover sheet is extruded
through the conductive layer to form the insulator is-
lands 27, as illustrated, having a height of about 0.003 in.
(0.075 mm). After punching is completed, the apertures
24 may be filled with, for example, a transparent, paint
(e.g., “Polane”, a polyurethane paint by Sherwin Wil-
liams). This prevents moisture, dust, etc., from entering
the sensor as well as exhibiting a smooth top surface for
the cover sheet. :

SPECIFIC EMBODIMENT

One of the more common sizes of cathode ray tubes
utilized in information processing’ has.a dimension of
nineteen inches or 48.3 cm (diagonal). The surface has a
radius of curvature of about thirty-two inches (81.3 cm).
A glass substrate (see FIGS. 1 and 2) of 3/32 in. 2.4
mm) thickness and having a contour matching that of
the cathode ray tube was coated with a resistive layer of
indium-tin oxide. having a resistivity of .100 ohms/-
square, with a uniformity of +=10%, and a transparency
of about 80%. The other dimensions of the substrate
were 174X 134 in. (44.5X33.65cm). . . .

_Spot electrodes about 3 in. (3.2 mm) in diameter were
placed in the corners and along each edge of the resis-
tive layer in the form of a conductive epoxy, such as the
silver-loaded epoxy manufactured by Tra-Con, Med-
ford, Mass. Any one of several known voltageproduc-
ing circuits may be connected to these electrodes so as
to produce electrical fields in the resistive layer .

Spaced above the resistive layer. was a. continuous
cover sheet of polyvinylchloride having a thickness of
0.0075 in. (0.2 mm). A conductive layer of nickel-gold
had been applied to the surface of the cover sheet facing
the resistive layer. This conductive layer had a resistiv-
ity of about 100 ohms/square and a transparency of
about 60%. Insulator islands integral with the cover
sheet, formed as described with reference to FIG. 3,
maintained a small uniform spacing between the resis-
tive layer and the conductive layer. The insulator is-
lands, arranged in a pattern were about 0.012 in. (0.3
mm) across, 0.003 in. (0.08 mm) high, and about 0.2 in.
(5.1 mm) apart in each row. This size and spacing was
sufficient to prevent contact between the conductive
layer and resistive layer except when light physical
pressure was applied to the cover sheet with a finger tip
or an object of smaller size.

A sensor of this construction was mounted on a 19 in.
(48.2 cm) CRT in an intelligent computer terminal and
interfaced to the microprocessor in the terminal
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through suitable electronics. The microprocessor was
programmed to display a multiple choice quiz in graphi-
cal chart form on the CRT. The unit was placed on
public display and it was successfully used by many
persons with the only instructions being to touch (with
a finger) the correct answer displayed on the CRT. This
example illustrates the ability of the sensor described
herein to provide a convenient and simple interface
between computer systems and the operator.

We claim:

1. An improved electrographic sensor for disposing
upon a nonplanar data-containing surface so as to per-
mit generation of electrical signals corresponding to x-
and y-coordinates of any portion of said data, said sen-
sor having a transparent uniformly thick substrate with

a top and a bottom face, a uniform transparent resistive .

layer adherently deposited on said top face, and means
attached to said resistive layer for connecting to electri-
cal circuits to produce uniform orthogonal electrical
fields in said resistive layer, the improvement compris-
ing:
a. said substrate being shaped whereby said bottom
face closely conforms to said nonplanar data-con-
taining surface;
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b. a transparent cover sheet supported at a substan-
tially uniform gap distance above said resistive
layer;

c. a transparent conductive layer applied to said
cover sheet on a surface facing said resistive layer;
and

. insulation islands having a height of from 0.0001 to
0.01 inches and a maximum transverse dimension of
0.002 to 0.02 inches uniformly distributed in said
gap between said cover sheet and said resistive
layer to maintain said uniform gap distance, the
spacing between said insulation islands being 0.025
to 0.50 inches.

2. The sensor of claim 1 wherein said insulation is-
lands are integral with said cover sheet.

3. The sensor of claim 1 wherein said insulation is-
lands are attached to said conductive layer.

4. The sensor of claim 1 wherein said insulation is-
lands are attached to said resistive layer.

5. The sensor of claim 1 wherein said insulation is-
lands have a height of 0.002-0.003 in., a diameter of
0.010-0.016 in., and a nominal spacing of 0.2 in.

'6. The sensor of claim 2 wherein said insulation is-
lands are a result of deforming said cover sheet at se-
lected positions, with the conductive layer against a
resilient surface, with sufficient force to extrude said
cover sheet through said conductive layer at said se-

lected positions.
* k% ok ok
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[57] ABSTRACT

An electrographic sensor for the generation of coordinate
signals corresponding to contacted positions on the sensor is
described. This sensor is of particular value for placing in
intimate contact with the nonplanar face of a cathode ray
tube or the like. The sensor has a rigid, optically transparent
substrate with a nonplanar configuration matching the non-
planar face of the CRT to reduce parallax. This normally
involves a radius of curvature, in one or more directions, in
a range of 15-50 inches (38-127 cm). The surface of the
substrate which will not contact the CRT is coated to provide
a very uniform, substantially transparent, electrically resis-
tive layer, and electrodes are connected to the resistive layer
whereby orthogonal electrical potentials may be applied to
the layer. Overlying and spaced from the resistive layer is a
semirigid transparent cover sheet, the face toward the resis-
tive layer being appreciably conducting. Dispersed small
areas of insulation, of minimum height, prevent contact of
the resistive layer and the conducting face unless the cover
sheet is depressed by an object such as a finger or stylus.
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