
Apple II Personal Computer
DESCRIPTION

In 1976, computer pioneers Steve Wozniak and Steve Jobs began 
selling their Apple I computer in kit form to computer stores. A month 
later, Wozniak was working on a design for an improved version, the 
Apple II. They demonstrated a prototype in December, and then 
introduced it to the public in April 1977. The Apple II started the boom 
in personal computer sales in the late 1970s, and pushed Apple into 
the lead among personal computer makers.

The Apple II used a MOS 6502 chip for its central processing unit. It 
came with 4 KB RAM, but could be extended up to 48 KB RAM. It 
included a BASIC interpreter and could support graphics and a color 
monitor. External storage was originally on cassette tape, but later 
Apple introduced an external floppy disk drive. Among the Apple II's 
most important features were its 8 expansion slots on the 
motherboard. These allowed hobbyists to add additional cards made 
by Apple and many other vendors who quickly sprung up. The 
boards included floppy disk controllers, SCSI cards, video cards, and 
CP/M or PASCAL emulator cards.

In 1979 Software Arts introduced the first computer spreadsheet, 
Visicalc for the Apple II. This "killer application" was extremely popular 
and fostered extensive sales of the Apple II.

The Apple II went through several improvements and upgrades. By 
1984, when the Macintosh appeared, over 2 million Apple II 
computers had been sold.

LOCATION

Currently not on view

OBJECT NAME

microcomputer

DATE MADE

1977
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1977-1987

MAKER

Apple Computer

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

plastic (overall material)

metal (overall material)

MEASUREMENTS

overall: 10.2 cm x 38.1 cm x 43.2 cm; 4 in x 15 in x 17 in

PLACE MADE

United States: California, Cupertino

ID NUMBER

1990.0167.01.1

CATALOG NUMBER

1990.0167.01.1

ACCESSION NUMBER

1990.0167

SUBJECT

Family & Social Life

Work

Education

Computers & Business Machines

SEE MORE ITEMS IN

Medicine and Science: Computers

DATA SOURCE

National Museum of American History, Kenneth E. Behring Center

CREDIT LINE

J. & D. J. Warner

Visitor Comments

Add a comment about this object

**Please read before submitting the form**
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Have a comment or question about this object to share with the community? Please use the 

form below. Approved comments will appear on this page and may receive a museum 

response (but we can't promise). Please note that we generally cannot answer questions 
about your own artifacts or tell you how much they are worth.

Have a question about anything else, or would you prefer a personal response? Please visit 

our FAQ or contact page.

Personal information will not be shared or result in unsolicited e-mail. See our privacy policy.

Name *

Email *

Enter comment here *

What code is in the image? *

Enter the characters shown in the image.

Submit
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