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accepts the use of both of and to with obliv-
ious: The party appeared oblivious to (or

of) the marmrmg pressures for poht:cal re-.

form.

obelong (ob'long , -Iong’) adj. 1.a. Deviat-
ing from a square, circular, or spherical
form by being elongated in one direction. b.
Rectangular or elliptical. 2. Bof. Elongated.
[<< Lat. oblongus.] —obflong’ n.

ob*lo*quy (Ob’lo-kwe) n., pl. -quies. 1. Abu-
sively detractive language. 2. Disgrace; ill
repute. [< Lat. obloqut, speak against.]

obesnox-lous (Gb-ndk’shas, ab-) adj. Very

objectionable; odious. [< Lat. obnoxius,

punishable.] —ob+nox/ious+ly adv. —ob-
nox’ lous+ness /. _
o+hoe (67bo) n. A woodwind instriament
with a conical bore and a double reed
mouthpiece. [< Fr. hawutbois.] —o’bosist
n.
obe*scene {5b- sen’ ab-) adj. 1. Offensive to
accepted standards of decency. See Syns at
coarse. 2. Inciting lust; lewd. 3. Offensive
to the senses. [Lat. obscénus.] —obs
scene’ly adv. —~ob=scen’/isty (~sén'i—té) n.
obrscur+ant+ism (0b-skyodrfan-tiz'am,
ob-, ob’skydo-rin’-) n. 1. The practice of
deliberate abstruseness, 2. A policy of with-
holding information from the public. —obe*
scur’anteist n. .
obe*scure (8b-skysor!, ob-) adJ ~5Cureer,
-scurrest. 1. Dim; dark. 2. Indistinctly
heard or perceived. 3. Out of sight: hidden.
4. Of undistinguished station or reputation.
5. Ambiguous or vague; unclear. -
-scured, -scur+ing. 1. Te make dim or un-
clear. See Syns at block. 2. To conceal or

cover. [< Lat. obsciirus.} —obe*scure/ly -

adv. =-ob+scure’ness, obescu’risty n.
obse~ qui*ous (0b-sé’kweé-as, ab-) adj. Full
of or exhibiting servile compliance. [< Lat.
obsequi, comply.] —ob+se’qui-ous-ly
ady. —cobesefquisous+ness n. -
obese*quy (8b/si-kwe) n., pl. -qules. A fu-

neral rite or ceremony. {< Lat obsequu:m.

compliance.]

ch+seresvance (sb~zﬁrf vans) n. 1 '-The act or

practice of complying with a law, custom,

command, of rule, 2, The custom of cele-
brating a holiday or other ritual occasmn 3.

A’ customary rite or ceremony.:

obesersvant (ab-ziir/vont) adj. i Quuck to-

perceive or apprehend; alert. - See Syns at
careful. 2. Diligent in observing a law, cus-
tom, or principle. —ob*ser’vant*ly adv. .

obsserevastion (6b’zor-va’shan) n. 1. The

act of observing or the fact of being ob-
served. 2. The act of noting and recording
something with-instrunients: 3. A comment

© or remark. See: Syns at comment. —ob'sere -

_va’tion+al adj. —ob’ser>va’tion+ale lyaa’v
obeserrvastoery (ab-zlir’/va-t6r'e, -tor’e)

.. pl.rles, A- place ‘designed: for: making -
observmons of astronomical; meteorologl-'-

cal, or cther natural phenomena- =
ob+serve (ab-zlirv’) v. -served, »ser\r-lng i

To be or: become. aware of, esp.. through;"
careful attention: notice: 2. To watch atten-’

tively. 3. To make a systematic or scientific

observation of. 4. To say casually; remark. . -
. 5. To adhere to or abide by. 6. To keep or -

-tus'&st. gz Lackmg qulckness of percep-
.~ tion or, mt;:l[ect 2. Nc}t_sharp_ ointed, or

“celebrate (e.g.. a holiday). [< Lat. obser-
. vare, abide: by:] —obeservias ble adj.
| ot sserirarbly dady it

. ‘ob'st!*nate (6!)'3{9 mt) a?b.- :'l. Stubb.omly

,ob'strep-er-uﬁé (bb- strép’ar»as. ab} ad} i3

.'ob'struct {ab struklf 6b-) T B 'I‘o blocki(a
2. To impede; retard. 3..To getin the way.
- of; hide fromsight: [Lat:
“obstriict-; pile up against.] -—ch°structfer.
“obestrucetion (ab- stritk’shan; 6b-) n. 1, Al
- structing. 3. The causing of a delay.

obestrucetion+ist (ob-strik/sho-nist; &

_.struc’tion*is’ tic adj.

- cepted or customary..[<.
' .=ph*talnfasble adj. <obst
" obetrude (0b-traod’, ab-} v, -truci od, -

~tru’sion_(-trco’zhon) .

oblong / obtase =

nb-sess (ab sés-’ 6b) v, 'I‘o preoccupy thc :
mind of excessively. [Lat. obsidére,
obsess- 1 ob-, on + sedére, sit; 5ee sed-". i.-:_ L.
obesesesion (ab-sésh’on, 6b-) #. 1. Compul: .-
sive preoccupation with a fixed idea or un-
wanted emotion. 2. A compilsive, ‘often- ..
unreasonable idea or. emotion, —ob¢ses/-
sfon-al adj, —obeses/sive ad/. -—ob'ses"-
siveriy ady. ——-ob'ses’stve'ness  Cppeie
obesideisan (6b-sid’e-an) n. A h'lrd usU; L
black or banded volcanic glass. {Lat. obs:-.
dianus.} .
ob+so+les+cent (ob’sa—lésf ant) afb Becom- A
ing obsolete, [< Lat. obsoléscere, gooutof . -
use.] —ob'soies’/cence n. —nb' o-!es'- i
cent-ly adv.
obesorlete (6b’sa-le:f obso- let ). ad; )
No longer in use or in effect. 2. Outmoded
in style or construction. [Lat. obsoléfus,
p.part. of obsoléscere, fall into disuse.]
—ob'sosletelly adv. —-—-ob'so-iete’ness Wi
—ob’so-let’ism n. : :
obesta-cle (Gb’sta-kal) 7. One thm Opposes.
stands in the way of, or holds up progress.
{< Lat. obstéaculum < obstire; impede
ob-, against + stare, stand; see sta-.}.
obeste«tri+cian (5b'sti-trish/on) n. A phy—
sician who specializes in-obstetrics, o
obestet rics (db-st&t’/riks, ab-y nu (m,(es YR
sing: or pl. v.) The branch of medicine that
deals with the care of women during and .-
after pregnancy and childbirth. {< Lat: 0b- -
stetrix, midwife : ob-, opposite + stare,
stand; see sta- } —ob'stetfr!c, b-s{'et‘
‘rivcal adf. : o

adhering to an attitude, opinion, or course

. of action.. 2. Difficult to manage, contrel; ot
subdue. . [< Lat. obstindre, persist. See:
sta-*.} —ob’stl'na-cy (-no-sé) . --obfstl-
nate*ly adv.

Noisily and stubbornly defiant. {< Lat:ob-
strepere, make a noise against.] —ob*
strep’er'-ous ly adv ~—ob 5trep'er"otIs-
ness /.

‘passage) with obstacles. See Syns at block.

-obstriere,

obrstruc/tive adj. b
ob-struc'tlve-ness Y]

obestruc/tor n.:
struc’tiverly ad

obstacle.: 2. The act or an instance of: ob~

. One who systematically blocks or delays
a process. -—obestruc/tion*ism n.

obstain (ab-tan’, Sb-) v .
“gaining possession of; acqunre 2. To be ac-
Lat: obtinére.]

s
ing. 1. To impose (oneseif Or One’s ideas) on
“others. 2. To: thrust. out; push: forward
[[Lat. obfriidere.] '-'—'Oh"tru'dt er: -

(~trd‘6?sw,--zw} ad; .—oh tru'slv




