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Attorneys for Plaintiff
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SKIP HOP, INC., a New York Case No. 2:15-cv-6339
Corporation,
COMPLAINT FOR PATENT
Plaintiff, INFRINGEMENT
V. DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
MUNCHKIN, INC., a Delaware

Corporation; and
BRICA, INC., a Florida Corporation

Defendants.
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COMPLAINT
Plaintiff Skip Hop, Inc. (“Plaintiff” or “Skip Hop”), by its attorneys, for its complaint
against Defendants Munchkin, Inc. (“Munchkin”) and Brica, Inc. (“Brica”) (collectively referred
to as “Defendants”) hereby alleges as follows:
INTRODUCTION
I, This is an infringement action brought by the Skip Hop pursuant to the Patent
Laws of the United States, United States Code, Title 35 for damages and to enjoin future

infringement.

JURISDICTION

2. This Court has original jurisdiction to hear this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C.

§§ 1331 and 1338(a) because it arises under the Patent Laws of the United States, United States
Code, Title 35.

3. This Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendants in this action on the
grounds that, upon information and belief: (a) the Defendants have committed acts of patent
infringement in the State of California; (b) the Defendants do business in the State of California;
and (c) Brica is a division of Munchkin, and Munchkin’s principal place of business is in the
State of California.

VENUE
4, Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and (c) because a

substantial part of the events giving rise to this claim occurred in this District and because the
Defendants are subject to personal jurisdiction in this district.

5 Venue is further proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b) because the
Defendants committed acts of infringement in this District.

PARTIES

6. Plaintiff Skip Hop, Inc., is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of
New York with its principal place of business located at 50 West 23rd Street, 11th Floor, New
York, NY 10010.

.- COMPLAINT FOR PATENT

Munchkin 100422
Munchkin, Inc. v. Skip Hop, Inc.

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,653
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7. Defendant Munchkin, Inc., is a corporation organized under the laws of Delaware
with its principal place of business located at 7835 Gloria Ave, Van Nuys, CA 91406, which is
within the Central District of California. Munchkin is qualified to do business in California.

8. Defendant Brica is a corporation organized under the laws of Florida with its

principal place of business located at 2126 Cumberland Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28203-6010.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

9. Skip Hop is a market-leading company that creates unique, innovative and highly
functional products that make parenting easier, better and more fun.

10.  Skip Hop is a leading producer and seller of baby products and products for
parenting to consumers in the United States under the SKIP HOP?® brand.

11.  Skip Hop offers for sale spout covers in the shape of whales that brighten up the
bath tub while keeping a baby’s head safe from bumps. This spout cover is offered for sale under
the trademark MOBY™ (ihe “Moby Cover”). The sleck design of the Moby Cover includes an
adjustable strap that fits snugly on most tub spouts, and a tail that is also a handy hook, so the
Moby Cover can hang around when bathtime is done.

12.  Similarly, Skip Hop offers for sale spout covers in the shape of ducks under the
trademark DUCKY™ (the “Ducky Cover”). Like the Moby Cover, the Ducky Cover includes an
adjustable strap that fits snugly on most tub spouts, and a tail that is also a handy hook, so the
Ducky Cover can hang around when bathtime is done.

13.  The Moby Cover possesses the following appearance:

3. COMPLAINT FOR PATENT
Munchkir“f 804 ENT
Munchkin, Inc. v. Skip Hop, Inc.
U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,653
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14, The Ducky Cover possesses the [ollowing appearance:

15.  The Moby Cover, as pictured above, includes a body structure that has an upper
portion, two opposing side portions, and a front portion as well as a receiving area that is defined
between the upper portion, the two opposing side portions, and the front portion. The Moby
Cover also has a strap that connects the two opposing side portions, which serves the purposc of
securing the bath spout to the bath cover. The Moby Cover also contains at least one aperture that
is defined by one of the side portions of the body, and this aperture serves the purpose of
receiving and end of the strap that connects the two opposing side portions and secures the Moby
Cover to the bath spout.

16.  Like Skip Hop, Defendants Brica and Munchkin are in the business of designing,
manufacturing, and marketing products intended to promote the safety and entertainment of
infants and young children. Skip Hop and Defendants are in direct competition with one another
in the baby and parenting products industry.

17.  Upon information and belief, Munchkin currently makes, uses, sells, offers for sale
and/or imports offers spout covers in the shape of an elephant (the “Munchkin Cover™). The

Munchkin Cover possesses the following appearance:

4. COMPLAINT FOR PATENT

Munchkin™f Q4= N
Munchkin, Inc. v. Skip Hop, Inc.
U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,653
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18.  The Munchkin Cover, as described above, is comprised of a body structure having
an upper portion, two opposing side portions, and a {ront portion, as well as a receiving area
defined between the upper portion, the two opposing portions, and the front portion. This

receiving area is shown in the photo below:

19.  The Munchkin Cover also contains a strap that is operably connected to the two
opposing side portions, which is for securing the bath spout to the bath cover. This strap is shown
in the photo above, and both side portions of the Munchkin Cover possess apertures for receiving
the ends of the strap.

20.  The upper portion of the Munchkin Cover is designed to fit over a bath spout. The
purpose of the Munchkin Cover is to keep a baby’s head safe from bumps.

21. Upon information and belief, Brica currently makes, uses, sells, offers for sale
and/or imports offers spout covers in the shape of a turtle (the “Brica Cover”). The Brica Cover

possesses the following appearance:

22.  The Brica Cover, as described above, is comprised of a body structure with an

exterior facing surface, the body structure having an upper portion, two opposing side portions,

5. COMPLAINT FOR PATENT

Munchkid™{§04=5"
Munchkin, Inc. v. Skip Hop, Inc.

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,653
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and a front portion, as well as a receiving area defined between the upper portion and the two

opposing side portions, and the front portion.

23, The Brica Cover also contains a strap that spans the two opposing side portions
and traverses apertures in both of the side portions. The end portion of the straps on the Brica
Cover have a dimension larger than the dimension of the apertures. The end of the straps extend

through the apertures, as shown below:

24, The purpose of the Brica Cover is to keep a baby’s head safe from bumps.

U.S. PATENT NO. 9.060,653

2.3. On June 23, 2015, U.S. Patent No. 9,060,653 (“the '653 patent”) for a “Bath Spout
Cover” was duly, properly and legally issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(the “PTO”) to applicant and Plaintiff Skip Hop.

26. Atrue ana correct copy of the *653 patent, which is incorporated herein by this
reference, is attached to the Complaint as Exhibit A.

27.  Skip Hop is the owner of all right, title and interest in the "653 patent.

M COMPLAINT FOR PATENT

Munchkinl™ O04EgENT
Munchkin, Inc. v. Skip Hop, Inc.
U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,653
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28.  The *653 patent provides a bath spout cover that includes a body structure having
an upper portion, two opposing side portions, and a front portion; a receiving area; and a strap
spanning the two opposing side portions; and at least one aperture defined by one of the side
portions of the body structure, which receives the end of the strap. The ‘653 patent also provides a
method for securing the bath spout cover disclosed in therein to a bath spout.

29.  The invention disclosed in the ‘653 patent is designed to keep a baby’s head safe
from bumps while the baby is in a bathtub.

30.  The Defendants have infringed the ‘653 patent by making, using, selling, offering
to sell, and/or importing bath spout covers, namely, the Brica Cover and the Munchkin Cover,
that infringe one or more claims of the ‘653 patent.

3].  The Brica Cover and the Munchkin Cover are covered by and infringe one or more
claims of the ‘653 patent.

COUNTI
INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 9,060,653

32.  Skip Hop realleges and incorporates by reference all preceding paragraphs as
though fully set forth herein.
# “33.  The Brica Cover infringes and continues to infringe at least claims 15 through 19
éf the '653 patent.
( 34.  The Munchkin Cover infringes and continues to infringe at least claims 12 through

14-of the ’653 patent.

35. Enca’s ;f;ingemcnt of the *653 patent has been willﬁﬂ; -wan-toh, egregious, and
with disregard of Plaintiffs’ patent rights and will continue unabated unless enjoined by this
Court.

36.  Munchkin’s infringement of the *653 patent has been willful, wanton, egregious,
and with disregard of Plaintiffs’ patent rights and will continue unabated unless enjoined by this

Court.

7. COMPLAINT FOR PATENT
Munchkin TOOF<F=N
Munchkin, Inc. v. Skip Hop, Inc.
U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,653
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37.  Unless the future occurrence of these actions by Defendants is enjoined, Skip Hop

will suffer irreparable injury for which there is no adequate remedy at law.
PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for relief as follows:

1. An Order requiring that Defendant and its officers, agents, servants, employees,
attorneys, privies, and those persons in active concert or participation with them, be preliminarily
and permanently enjoined from the continued infringement of U.S. Patent No. 9,060,653;

Z An award to Skip Hop pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284 of damages, not less than a
reasonable royalty, adequate to compensate Skip Hop for the infringement of its patent rights;

3. An award to Skip Hop of prejudgment interest on said sums;

4, Trebling of said award pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284;

5, An award to Skip Hop pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285 of its reasonable attorneys’
fees incurred in this case;

6. An award to Skip Hop of post judgment interest on said sums at the legal
judgment rate from date of the judgment;

7. An award to Skip Hop of the costs of this action;

8. Any further relief to which the Skip Hop may appear entitled; and

9. Trial by jury on all issues so triable.

.8 COMPLAINT FOR PATENT
Munchkin 1004-8 "
Munchkin, Inc. v. Skip Hop, Inc.
U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,653
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‘ 10850 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 825
6 ‘ Los Angeles, CA 90024
Telephone:  (310) 481-2222
7 Facsimile: (310) 481-9801
E-mail: jw(@woollacottple.com
8
9 Joel T. Beres, Cal. Bar No. 125890
Melissa H. Smith (to be admitted pro hac vice)
10 STITES & HARBISON PLLC
401 Commerce St.
11 Suite 800
Nashville, TN 37219
12 Telephone:  (615) 782-2200

FFacsimile: (615) 782-2371
3 E-mail: jberes@stites.com
mhsmith@stites.com

14
15 Stephen J. Weyer (to be admitted pro hac vice)
Mari-Elise Taube (to be admitted pro hac vice)
16 STITES & HARBISON PLLC
1199 North Fairfax St.
17 Suite 900
Alexandria, VA 22314
18 Telephone:  (703) 837-3932
Facsimile:  (703) 518-2952
19 E-mail: sweyer@stites.com
mtaube(@stites.com
20
Attorneys for Plaintiff,
21 SKIP HOP, INC.
22
43
24 JURY DEMAND
25 Skip Hop, Inc. requests a jury trial for all triable issues 1o the extent allowed by the United

26 States Constitution and Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SKIP HOP, INC., a New York Case No. 2:15-cv-6339
Corporation,
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Plaintiff, PATENT INFRINGEMENT

V.

MUNCHKIN, INC., a Delaware
Corporation; and

BRICA, INC., a Florida Corporation

Defendants.
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US 9,060,653 B2

1
BATH SPOUT COVER

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No, 12/511,652, filed Jul, 29, 2009 and issued ns U.S.
Pat. No. 8,424,129 on Apr. 23, 2013, herein incorporated by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The presently-disclosed subject matter relates to a cover
for a bath spout and a method of securing a bath spout cover
to a bath spout. In particular, the presently-disclosed subject
matter relates 1o a bath spout cover and a method for securing
a bath spout cover that make use of an adjustable strap for
securing the cover to a bath spout.

BACKGROUND

Covers for bath spouts are routinely used to not only pro-
vide a decorative appearance to bath spouts, hut also to pro-
tect individuals, including children, from personal injury.
Accidents frequently occur in bathtubs as a result of slipping
on a wet surface or simply as o result of children playing ina
bathtub. These accidents often cause pain and personal injury
due to the individual hitting his or her kead, or other portions
of their body, against the bath spout. To that end, numerous
profective covers have been designed and manufactured for
bath spouts.

The majority of the protective covers that are currently
availuble for bath spouts are formed from plastics, such as
poly-vinyl chloride, and are able lo protect individuals from
pain and injury that may otherwise occur afier the individual
strikes their head or other body part against the bath spout,
However, these plastic bath spout covers arc routinely manu-
factured as solid or inflatable sleeves that slide over a particu-
lar bath spout and have limited or no adjustability, thus mak-
ing them difficult to install and remove, and also making them
inconvenient for storage and drying after use. Altemative
designs have produced bath spout covers thal are relatively
cusily installed, but frequently full off und, consequently, fuil
to provide sufficient protection for individuals. In any event,
known covers for bath spouts are either difficult 1o install and
remove, or can nat be adequalely secured 1o a bath spout to
provide a requisite degree of protection. Furthermore, noneof
the known bath spout covers sufficicatly provide a means to
easily store the bath spout cover after use, which is of great
importance in drying the bath spout cover and preventing
mold and mildew formation,

SUMMARY

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes bath spout
covers and methods of securing a bath spout cover to a bath
spout.

In one exemplary embodiment, a bath spout cover is pro-
vided that comprises a body structure having an upper por-
tion, two opposing side portions, and o front portion that
defines a receiving aren. An adjustable strap spans the two
opposing side portions, and an end of the strap is received by
at least one aperture, which is defined by one of the side
portions of the body structure. In some exemplary embodi-
ments, a second aperture, which is defined by the other side
portion of the body structure, is provided for receiving the
other end of the strap. The two opposing side portions and the
front portion of the body structure further define on open
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bottom of the bath spout cover such that the bath spout cover
is casily positioned on a bath spout ond the bath spout is
received by the receiving area.

To secure the bath spout cover to a bath spout, the strap
spanning the two opposing side portions is typically posi-
tioned under the both spout. In some exemplury. embodi-
ments, the strap is permanently attached to one of the side
portions of the body structure and is detachable from theother
side portion of the body structure such that one end of the
strap remains attached to the bath spout cover while it is
positioned on bath spout. Alternatively, in some embodi-
ments, the strap is detachable from each side portion of the
body structure such that the body structure can be first posi-
tioned on a bath spout and then the strap can be attached 10
each side portion of the body structure,

Depending on whether one or both ends of the strap are
detachable from the body structure, an exemplary bath spout
cover of the presently-disclosed subject matter is secured to a
bath spout by adjusting the strap on either one or both side
portions of the body structure. In some exemplary embodi-
ments, the strap includes a plurality of ridges that are posi-
tioned at predetermined intervals along the length of the strap
such that when the strap is adjusted on one or both side
portions of the body structure, the ridges engoge the apertures
in the side portions of the body structure to thereby secure the
cover to the bath spout. In some embodiments, the end of the
strap extends in a direction that is perpendicular to a longitu-
dinal axis of the strap to secure the strap in the aperture and
prevent the cover from easily falling off of the spout.

In other cxemplary embodiments of the presently-dis-
closed bath spout cover, one or more additional features can
be included (o fucilitute the use and the aesthelic appearance
of an exemplary bath spout cover. In some embodiments, the
fop portion of an cxemplary bath spout cover includes an
opening that is adapted to fit overa bath spout shower diverter
and a hooked portion for hanging the bath spout cover. Fur-
ther, in some embodiments, in order 1o provide a more aes-
thetically-pleasing bath spout cover and to enhance the cov-
cr's appeal to children, an exemplary bath spout cover can be
provided in the shape of an animal, such as a whale, where
certain features of the bath spout cover resemble varions
apatomical features of the particular animal,

Further provided, in some embodiments of the presently-
disclosed subject matier, is a method for securing a bath spout
cover to a bath spoul. An exemplary method for securing a
bath spout cover to a bath spout includes taking a bath spout
cover in accordance with the present invention; positioning
the bath spout cover on the bath spout such that the bath spout
is located in the receiving area; and pulling the strap through
al Jeast one aperture in a side portion of the body structure lo
thereby secure the bath spout cover to the bath spout.

The presently-disclosed bath spout covers and methods of
securing a bath spout cover (o a bath spout allow a bath spout
cover 1o be easily attached to and removed from a variety of
different bath spouts, but yet still allow for the secure attach-
ment of the cover to a particular spout. Further, the presently-
disclosed bath spout covers can be fabricated from a variety of
elastomeric materins to thereby provide n spout cover formed
from a soft deformable matenial that provides an additional
level of protection 1o an individual, such as a child.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary bath spout
cover in accordance with the presently-disclosed subject mat-
ter.

FIG. 2 is a bottom view of an exemplary bath spout cover,

EXHIBIT A
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FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an exemplary bath spout
caver similor to FIG. 1, but further illustrating the strap
detached from one side of the bath spout cover.

FIG. 4 is 0 1op view of an exemplary bath spout cover, and
showing the bath spout cover attached to a bath spout witha 5
bath spout shower diverter being positioned in the opening of
the top portion of the bath spout cover.

FIG. 5 is a left side view of an exemplary bath spout cover;
the opposite side being nearly a mirror image.

FIG. 6 is perspective view of an exemplary bath spout 10
cover illustrating the bath spout cover nttached to a bath

spout,

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS 15

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes bathspout
covers and methods of securing a bath spout cover 1o a bath
spout. In purticulur, the presently-disclosed subject matter
includes bath spout covers and methods of securing a bath
spout cover 10 a bath spout that make use of an adjustable
strap for securing the cover to a bath spout.

FIG. 1 includes a perspective view of an exemplary bath
spout cover in accordance with the presently-disclosed sub-
ject matter. In this exemplary embodiment, a bath spout cover
10 is provided that comprises a body structure 12 having an
upper portion 14, two opposing side portions 16,18, and a
front porlion 20; a receiving area defined by the upper portion
14, the two opposing side portions 16,18, and the front por-
tion 20; a strap 24 spanning the two opposing side portions
16,18; and, at lenst one aperture 30 defined by one of the side
portions 16 of the body structure 12 for receiving an end 26 of
the strap 24,

Referring now to FIG. 2, the two opposing side portions
16,18 and the front portion 20 of the body structure 12 further 35
define an open bottom of the bath spout cover 10. By includ-
ing an open bottom in the bath spoul cover 10, an open
configuration for the bath spout cover 10 is provided that
allows the bath spout cover 10 to be suitably received by the
receiving arca 22 of the bath spout cover 10, For example, by
providing an open bottom in the bath spout cover 10, the bath
spout cover 10 can simply be placed over a particular bath
spout such that the spout is positioned within the receiving
aren 22. Alternntively, depending on the desired configuration
of the sirap 24 of un exemplary bath spout cover 10 and the
size and shape of a purticular bath spout, the bath spout cover
10 can be slidably disposed onto a bath spout such that the
bath spout is positioned within the receiving area 22 and the
strap 24 is positioned under the bath spout while the strap 24
is attached to both sides portions 16,18 of the body structure
12

As noted, a varicty of configurations are possible for the
straps of the presently-disclosed bath spout covers. Referring
now to FIG. 3, in one exemplary embodliment, (he strap 24 is
permanently attached to one side portion 16 of the body 5
structure 12, but is detachable from the other side portion 18
of the body structure 12, Of course, to the extent it may be
desired, the strap can be permanently atiached to the other
side portion 18 the body structure 12 and detachable from the
side portion 16 of the body structure 12 without departing
from the spirit and scope of the presently-disclosed subject
matter. In some embodiments of the presently-disclosed sub-
jectmaller, the strap 24 is detachuble from bolh sides portions
16, 18 of the body structure 12,

Depending on whetlier one or both ends of the strap are &
detachable from the body structure, an exemplary bath spout
cover 10 of the presently-disclosed subject matier is secured
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to a bath spout by adjusting the strap 24 on either one or both
side portions 16,18 of the body structure 12, In exemplary
cmbodiments where the strap is permancntly attached 10 one
side portion 16 of the body structure 12, as illustrated in FIG,
3, the first end 26 of the strap 24 is received by the aperture 30
defined in the side portion 16 of the body structure 12 and is
in a fixed position. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the otherend 28 of

the strap 24, which is detachable from the other side portion

18 of the bady structure 12, is received by a second aperfure
32 in the other side portion 18 of the body structure 12, The
other cnd 28 of the strap 24 is then pulled through the second
aperture 32 to thereby tighten and secure the bath spout cover
12 to the bath spout 40, Altematively, in exemplary embodi-
ments where both ends 26,28 are detachable from the side
portions 16,18 of the body structure 12, the ends 26,28 of the
strap 24 can be received by both of the apertures 30,32 and
pulled through the apertures 30,32 to thereby ndjust the strap
24 on each side portion 16,18 of the body structure 12.

After the strap 24 is pulled through one or both of the
apertures 30,32, the strap 24 can be mpintainedin an adjusted
position to thereby secure an exemplary bath spout cover 10
to a bath spout. In one exemplary embodiment, as illustrated
in FIG. 2, to maintain the strap 24 in an adjusted position, the
strap 24 comprises a plurality of ridges 29 positioned at
predetermined intervals along the length of the strap 24.
When such a strap 24 is adjusted on one or both side portions
16,18 of u bath spout cover 10, the ridges 29 are pulled
through the apertures 30,32 and engage the apertures 30, 32
on the exterior of the side portions 16,18 to thereby hold the
strap 24 in an adjusted position and secure a bath spout cover
1010 a bath spout. Of course, to the extend it may be desired,
various other means, such as snaps, buckles, or the like, can be
employcd as a means to maintain the strap 24 in an adjusted
position without departing from the spirit and scope of the
presently-disclosed subject matter.

In some exemplary embodiments, the ends 26,28 of the
strap 24 extend in a direction that is perpendicular to the
longitudinnl axis of the strap 24, For example, as illustrated in
FIG. 6, an end 28 of the strap 14 cen extend in a direction that
is perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the strap 24 such
that the end 28 of the strap 24 extends downward and away
from the upper portion 14 of the body structure 12, By pro-
viding ends 26,28 of the strap 24 that are perpendicular to the
longitudingl axis of the strap 24, the ends 26,28 of the strap 24
cun be readily grasped by a user such that the strap can be
easily adjusted. Further, the perpendicular ends 26,28 of the
strap 24 also prevent the strap from sliding back through the
apertures 30,32 in the side portions 16,18 of the body struc-
ture 12 and thereby further prevent the cover from easily
falling off of a bath spout.

Referring now to FIG. 4, in an exemplary embodiment of a
bath spout cover 10, the top portion 14 of the body structure
12 defines anopening 34 that is adapted to fit overa bath spout
shower diverter 42 of a bath spout 40. The opening 34 is
typically a substantially circular opening such that an exem-
plary bath spout cover 10 can be placed over a variety of
different bath spouts and a user can easily access a shower
diverter 42 without removing the bath spout cover 10 from the
bath spout 40, In some exemplary embodiments, an elongated
void 35 extends from the opening 34 1oward the back of the
bath spout cover 10. When a bath spout cover 10 is secured
onto a bath spout 40, the elongated void 35 decreases in widlh
without substantially affecting the diameter of the opening 34
and without affecting a user's access to a shower diverter 42.
Further, in some embodiments, the clongated void 35
enhances the adjustability of an exemplary bath spout cover
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10 such that the bath spout cover 10 is able 10 accommodate
bath spouts of varying sizes and shapes.

Referring now to FIG. 6, the top portion of an exemplary
bath spout cover 10 can further comprise a hooked portion 36
for hanging the bath spout cover, By including a hooked
portion 36, the bath spout cover 10 can be readily be hung
over a towel bar or the like such that the bath spout cover 10
can hang and dry when not in use, and thereby decreasc the
likelihood of mold and mildew formation.

An exemplary bath spout cover 10 is typically fabricuted
from a deformable material, such us un elustomeric materiul,
in order to provide an additional level of protection for indi-
viduals, Various elastomeric material can be used in accor-
dance with the presently-disclosed subject matter and include
elastomeric materinls such as rubbers, plastics, or the like. In
some embodiments, the body structure is fabricated from an
clastomeric material such as a thermoplastic rubber or ther-
moplastic elastomer. In some embodiments, both the body
structure and the strap are comprised of un eluslomeric mate-
rial, By fabricaling an exemplary bath spout cover 10 from a
suitable elastomeric material, an exemplary bath spout cover
10 can be provided that is not only resistant to mold and
mildew formation, but that is also capable of being cleaned in
o standard dishwasher where the bath spout cover 10 may be
exposed (o elevated temperatures. In some embodiments, 1o
further enhance the resistance of an exemplary bath spout
cover 10 to mold and mildew formation, an anti-fungal agent
can be added 1o the elastomeric muteriul during fabrication,

In some embodiments of the presently-disclosed subject
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such that the bath spout is located in the receiving area of the
bath spout cover, and the strap js then pulled through at least
ane aperture in a side portion of the body structure to thereby
secure the bath spout cover to the bath spout. In some imple-
mentations, the body structure can include a second aperture
in a side portion of the body structure such that the strap can
bepulled through two separate apertures to thereby secure the
bath spout cover fo the bath spout.

In some implementations of the presently-disclosed meth-
ods of securing a bath spout cover 10 a bath spout, a bath spout
cover is provided where the strap includes a plurality of ridges
positioned at predetermined intervals along the length of the
strap. In these exemplary implementations, pulling the strap
causes at least one of the ridges 1o engage at least one aperture
in the bath spout cover to thereby secure the cover to the
spout.

F‘t'.)m: of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that addi-
tional embodiments are also possible without departing from
the teachings of the preseatly-disclosed subject matter. This
detailed description, and particularly the specific details of
the exemplary embodiments disclosed herein, is given prima-
rily for clarity of understanding, and no unnecessary limita-
tions are to understood therefrom, for modifications will
become apparent to those skilled in the art upon reading this
disclosure and may be made without departing from the spirit
or scope of the presently-disclosed subject matter.

What is claimed is:

1. A bath spout cover, comprising:

n body structure having an upper portion, two opposing

matter, an exemplary bath spout cover 10 is advantageously 30 side portions, and a front portion, said upper portion
composed of a thermoplastic rubber, a thermoplastic elas- defining an elongated void extending along a length of
tomer, or both such that an exemplary bath spout cover is the upper portion; a receiving area defined between the
provided that has a Shore A hardness in the range of 5510 95, upper portion, the two opposing side portions, and the
and preferably in the range of 75 to 85. In some embodiments, front portion;
an exemplary bath spout cover 10 is provided that is com- 35 o strap spanning the two opposing side portions, said strap
prised of a thermoplastic rubber or thenmoplastic elastomer for securing the bath spout cover to a bath spout; and
such that the bath spout cover 10 has o Shore A hardness of ot least one aperture defined by one of the side portions of
about 80, the body structure, said aperture for receiving an end of
In order 10 enhance the aesthetic appeal of the presently- the strap, wherein the end of the strap extends in a
disclosed bath spout covers and to increase the appeal of the 40 direction that is perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of

covers for children, an exemplary bath spout cover 10 of the
presently-disclosed subject matter can be provided in the
shape of an animal, such as an alligator, fish, clephant, or the
like, and the various features of the bath spout cover can be
shaped (o resemble the various unutomical features of the
particulur animal. Forexample, as illustrated in FIG. 6, inone
exemplary embodiment, a bath spout cover 10 is provided in
the shape of a whale. In this exemplary embodiment, the top
portion 14 of the bath spout cover 10 defines an opening 34
that forms a blowhole of the whale and the ends 26,28 of the
strap 24 form the fins of the whale. Further, in this exemplary
embodiment, the top portion 14 of the bath spout cover 10
also comprises n hooked portion 36 for hanging the bath spout
cover 10, which forms the tail ol the whule.

Further provided in some embodiments of the presently-
disclosed subject matter are methods for securing a bath spout
cover 1o a bath spout. In one exemplary implementation of a
method of securing a bath spout cover to a bath spout, a bath
spout cover is first taken that comprises a body structure
having an upper portion, two opposing side portions, and a
front portion; o receiving nrea defined between the upper
portion, the two opposing side portions, and the front portion;
o strap spunning the two opposing side portions, said strap
being adjustable on at least one of the side portions of the
body structure; and at least one aperiure defined by one of the
side portions of the body structure for receiving an end of the
strap. The bath spout cover is then positioned on a bath spout

63

the strap.

2. The bath spout cover of claim 1, wherein the two oppos-
ing side portions and the front portion define an open bottom
of the bath spout cover for receiving a bath spout in the
receiving area,

3. The bath spout cover of claim 1, further comprising a
second aperture defined by the other side portion of the body
structure, said second aperture for receiving the other end of
the strap.

4. The bath spout cover of claim 1, wherein the strap is
permanently attached to at least one of the side portions of the
body structure.

5. The bath spout cover of claim 1, wherein the strap is
detachable from each side portion of the body structure,

6, The bath spout cover of claim 1, wherein the strap is
adjustable on each side portion of the body structure,

7. The bath spout cover of claim 1, wherein the strap
comprises a plurality of ridges positioned at predetermined
intervals along the length of the strap, and wherein said ridges
engage the at least one aperture defined by one of the side
portions of the body structure.

8. The bath spout cover of claim 1, wherein the upper
portion further defines un opening adapted to [it over a bath
spout shower diverler.

9. The bath spout cover of claim 1, wherein the upper
portion further comprises 2 hooked portion for hanging the
bath spout cover,
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10. The bath spout cover of claim 1, wherein the hody
structure is comprised of an elastomeric material,

11, The bath spout cover of claim 9, wherein the strap is
comprised of an elastomeric materinl.

12. A bath spout cover, comprising:

a body structure having an upper portion, two opposing
side portions, and a front portion; a receiving area
defined between (he upper portion, the two opposing
side portions, and the front portion, the upper portion
defines an elongated void extending along substantially
an entire length of the upper portion;

u strap operably connected to the two opposing side por-
tions, said strap for securing the bath spout cover to a
bath spout; and

at least one aperture defined by one of the side portions of
the body structure, said aperture for receiving an end of
the strap.

13, The bath spout cover o claim 12, further comprising a
second aperture defined by the other side portion of the body
structure, said second aperture for receiving the other end of
the strap.

14, The bath spout cover of claim 13, wherein the upper
portion further defines an opening adapted to fit over a bath
spout shower diverter.

15. A bath spout cover, comprising;

a body structure with an exterior facing surface, the body

structure having an upper portion, two opposing side
portions, and a front portion;

0
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a receiving arca defined between the upper portion, the two

opposing side portions, and the front portion;

at least one aperture through one of the side portions, and

a strap spanning the two opposiag side portions and tra-

versing the ot least aperture, an end portion of the strap
having a dimension larger than a dimension of the aper-
ture, said end portion extending through said aperture
and cxtending along the exterior facing surface of the
body wherein part of the end portion abuts the exterior
focing surface of the body structure, thereby holding the
strupin place, said strap for securing the bath spout cover
to a bath spout,

16. The bath spout cover of claim 15, wherein the end
portion abutting the exterior surface prevents the strap from
sliding back through the at least one aperture.

17. The bath spout cover of claim 15, wherein the ot least
two apertures comprised two apertures, onc on each opposing
side portion.

18. The bath spout cover of claim 15, wherein the body
structure is comprised of an elustomeric material,

19. The bath spout cover of claim 18, wherein the strap is
comprised of an elastomeric material.

20. The bath spout cover of claim 15, wherein the body
structure is comprised of an elastomeric material having a
Shore A hardness of about 55 to about 95.

21. The bath spout cover of claim 20, wherein the elasto-
meric materinl hos a Shore A hardness of'about 75 to nbout 85.

* ¥ ¥ ¥
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