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[57] ABSTRACT 

A bathtub spout cover includes a plurality of inflatable 
side compartments joined along their edges to form a 
protective sleeve and an inflatable end compartment 
closing one end of the protective sleeve. An opening in 
the protective sleeve permits discharge of water from 
the bathtub spout. A removable tear-out strip in the 
protective sleeve provides access to a shower control 
knob on the bathtub spout. Preferably, the cover is 
made by sealing together sheets of plastic material. An 
inflation port permits the cover to be inflated by mouth. 

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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BATHTUB SPOUT COVER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to protective covers for bath- 5 

tub spouts and, more particularly, to an inflatable bath
tub spout cover which is low in cost, is easily manufac
tured and is effective in use. The bathtub spout cover is 
provided with a special tear-out strip which permits use 
with a shower diverter knob. 10 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It is well known that many household accidents re
sulting in personal injury occur in the bathtub. The 
accidents often occur as a result of slipping on wet 15 
surfaces and as a result of children playing. One of the 
sources of injury is a person striking his or her head or 
other body parts against the bathtub water spout during 
a fall. 

Various bathtub spout covers are known in the prior 20 
art. A protective cover of soft deformable material such 
as foam rubber or plastic is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 
4,353,139 issued Oct. 12, 1982 to Wainwright et al. The 
disclosed cover has a hollow tubular configuration with 
an opening for water discharge. Such bathtub spout 25 
covers are relatively expensive to manufacture since a 
molding process is required and are relatively expensive 
to ship because they cannot be disassembled or other
wise reduced in volume. 

It is a general object of the present invention to pro- 30 
vide an improved bathtub spout cover with a cushion of 
air. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro
vide a bathtub spout cover which protects against in-
jury due to impact on a bathtub spout. 35 

It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a bathtub spout cover which is low in cost and 
is easily manufactured. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro
vide a bathtub spout cover which can be reduced to a 40 
smaller volume for shipment. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, these and other 
objects and advantages are achieved in a bathtub spout 45 
cover comprising a cover body for cushioning the bath
tub spout including a plurality of inflatable side com
partments attached along their edges to form a protec
tive sleeve and an inflatable end compartment closing 
one end of the protective sleeve, the other end of the 50 
protective sleeve being open to permit the cover to be 
slipped over the bathtub spout. The bathtub spout cover 
further includes means permitting inflation and defla
tion of the inflatable compartments and an opening in 
the protective sleeve for discharge of water from the 55 
end of the bathtub spout. 

In a preferred embodiment, the bathtub spout in
cludes a removable, tear-out strip in the protective 
sleeve for access to a shower control knob on the bath
tub spout. It is preferred that the protective sleeve com- 60 
prise two plastic sheets sealed together at opposite ends 
with opposite side edges sealed together to form the 
protective sleeve and the sheets sealed together along 
parallel, spaced-apart lines between the ends to define 
the side compartments. The end compartment prefera- 65 

· bly comprises two circular plastic sheets sealed together 
around their edges and attached at their edges to the 
protective sleeve. The side and end compartments are 

2 
connected so as to permit air flow from an inflation port 
to all compartments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a better understanding of the present invention, 
together with other and further objects and advantages 
thereof, reference is made to the accompanying draw
ings which are incorporated herein by reference and in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the bathtub cover of 
the present invention with a bathtub spout shown in 
phantom; 

FIG. 2 is a bottom view of the bathtub spout cover of 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a top view of the bathtub spout cover of 
FIG.!; 

FIG. 4 is an end view of the bathtub spout cover of 
FIG. 1 from the open end; and 

FIG. 5 is a side view of the bathtub spout cover of 
FIG. 1 with the bathtub spout shown in phantom. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

The bathtub spout cover of the present invention is 
illustrated in FIGS. 1-5. The cover shown generally at 
10 includes a cover body having a plurality of inflatable 
side compartments 12a, 12b, 12c, 12d and 12e, as best 
seen in FIG. 4, joined along their edges to form a closed 
protective sleeve of more or less cylindrical shape when 
inflated. The cover body also includes an inflatable end 
compartment 16 which closes one end 17 of the protec
tive sleeve 14. The other end 18 of the protective sleeve 
14 is open for mounting on the bathtub spout. 

Protective sleeve 14 is provided adjacent to the end 
compartment 16 with a side opening 20 for discharge of 
water from the end of the bathtub spout 22. Depending 
on the design of the bathtub spout 22, a downward 
extension 24 of the spout 22 may pass through the open
ing 20 or, if the spout 22 does not have a downward 
extension 24, the water is discharged through the open
ing 20 from inside the cover protective sleeve 14. 

The cover is provided with means for inflating and 
deflating the side compartments 12a, 12b, 12c, 12d, 12e 
and the end compartment 16. In a preferred embodi
ment, a raised inflation port 26, similar to those used on 
beach balls and the like, is provided for inflation by 
mouth. The port 26 is provided with a plug 28 attached 
thereto with a flexible strip 30. As will be described 
hereinafter, the side compartments 12a, 12b, 12c, 12d, 
12e and end compartment 16 are interconnected to 
permit air flow between compartments so that the entire 
inflatable cover body can be inflated through the single 
inflation port 26. 

The cover body is preferably provided with a remov
able, tear-out strip 32 which can be removed to define 
an opening 34 for access to a shower control knob 36. In 
cases where the shower control knob is not located on 
the bathtub spout 22, the tear-out strip 32 can be left in 
place. The opening 34 is elongated to permit use with 
bathtub spouts having shower control knobs 36 in dif
ferent positions along rhir length. 

In a preferred construction, the bathtub spout cover 
described above is fabricated from sheets of vinyl plas
tic. The side compartments 12a, 12b, 12c, 12d, 12e are 
fabricated from two plastic sheets of equal size. The 
sheets are sealed together around their edges. Then, the 
sheets are sealed along parallel sealing lines 40a, 40b, 
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40c, 40d, and 42a, 42b to define the side compartments 
12a, 12b, 12c, 12d, 12e. Then, the opposite side edges of 
the two sheets are joined together to form the closed 
protective sleeve 14 as shown in FIG. 4. Preferably, the 
sheets are sealed together by a heat seal. It will be noted 5 
that the sealing lines 40a, 40b, 40c, 40d do not extend the 
entire length of the protective sleeve 14 so as to leave 
adjacent compartments in gas communication and to 
permit passage of air from compartment to compart
ment. However, the sealing lines 42a, 42b on opposite 10 
sides of the tear-out strip 32 extend the entire length of 
the cover and seal the region of the tear-out strip 32 so 
that it is not inflated with the rest of the cover. The 
tear-out strip 32 is defined by deep sealing of the two 
plastic sheets together around its periphery thereby 15 
permitting the strip 32 to be torn out along sealing line 
44. 

The end compartment 16 is formed of two circular 
plastic sheets sealed together around their edges and 
attached to the end 17 of the protective sleeve 14. The 20 
end compartment 16 is connected for air flow to one of 
the side compartments by bonding together a small area 
of the end compartment 16 and one of the side compart
ments and then punching a small hole between the two 
compartments in the sealed together region. 25 

The air in the side compartment and the end compart
ments provides cushioning against sudden impact. The 
compartments with relatively small interconnecting 
passages for air insures that upon sudden impact the air 
is not all displaced to another portion of the cover 30 
which would frustrate the purpose of the cover. 

In use the bathtub spout 10 of the present invention is 
simply inflated and is slipped over the bathtub spout so 
that water can be discharged through the opening 20. 
The strip 32 is removed if necessary for access to a 35 
shower control knob 36. When not in use or during 
shipment, the bathtub cover 10 can be deflated and 
folded to a small volume. The bathtub spout cover of 
the present invention can be constructed with a variety 
of colors and materials. For example, the two plastic 40 
sheets which comprise the cover can be of different 
color, one or more of the sheets can be transparent if so 
desired and designs can be printed thereon for an attrac
tive appearance. 

While there has been shown and described what is at 45 
present considered the preferred embodiment of the 

50 

55 

60 

65 

present invention, it will be obvious to those skilled in 
the art that various changes and modifications may be 
made therein without departing from the scope of the 
invention as defined by the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A bathtub spout cover comprising: 
a cover body for cushioning the bathtub spout includ

ing a plurality of inflatable side compartments at
tached along their edges to form a protective 
sleeve and an inflatable end compartment closing 
one end of said protective sleeve, the other end of 
said protective sleeve being open to permit the 
cover to be slipped over said bathtub spout, said 
side compartments having relatively small inter
connecting air passages to enhance the impact 
cushioning ability of said bathtub spout cover; 

means permitting inflation and deflation of said inflat
able compartments; and 

an opening in said protective sleeve for discharge of 
water from the end of said bathtub spout. 

2. A bathtub spout cover as defined in claim 1 
wherein said inflation and deflation means comprises an 
inflation port in one of said compartments and a remov
able plug for said inflation port and wherein said side 
and end compartments are interconnected to permit air 
flow therebetween. 

3. A bathtub spout cover as defined in claim 1 further 
including a removable strip in said protective sleeve for 
access to a shower control knob on said bathtub spout. 

4. A bathtub spout cover as defined in claim 3 
wherein said protective sleeve comprises two sheets 
sealed together around their edges and sealed together 
along parallel, spaced-apart lines between opposite ends 
to define said side compartments, the opposite side 
edges of said sheets being joined together to form said 
protective sleeve. 

5. A bathtub spout cover as defined in claim 4 
wherein said removable strip is formed by sealing said 
sheets together at the edges of said strip thereby permit
ting said strip to be torn out. 

6. A bathtub spout cover as defined in claim 4 
wherein said end compartment comprises two circular 
sheets sealed together around their edges and attached 
at their edges to said protective sleeve. 

* * * * * 




