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Apple Extended Keyboard.

Apple Filing Protocol n. See AFP.

Apple key n. A key on Apple keyboards labeled with an
outline of the Apple logo. On the Apple Extended Key-
board, this key is the same as the Command key, which
functions similarly to the Control key on IBM and com-
patible keyboards. It is generally used in conjunction with
a character key as a shortcut to making menu selections or
starting a macro.

Apple Macintosh n. See Macintosh.
Apple Newton n. See Newton.

AppleScript n. A script language developed by Apple
Computer, Inc., for Macintosh computers running under
the Mac OS to execute commands and automate functions.
See also script.

AppleShare n. A file server software developed by Apple
Computer, Inc., that works with the Mac OS and allows
one Macintosh computer to share files with another on the
same network. See also file server, Mac OS.

applet n. A program that can be downloaded over the
Internet and executed on the recipient’s machine. Applets
are often written in the Java programming language and
run within browser software, and they are typically used to
customize or add interactive elements to a Web page.

AppleTalk n. An inexpensive local area network devel-
oped by Apple Computer, Inc., for Macintosh computers
that can be used by Apple and non-Apple computers to
communicate and share resources such as printers and file
servers. Non-Apple computers must be equipped with
AppleTalk hardware and suitable software. The network

T R S e S e

uses a layered set of protocols similar to the ISO/OSI ref-
erence model and transfers information in the form of
packets called frames. AppleTalk supports connections to
other AppleTalk networks through devices known as
bridges, and it supports connections to dissimilar networks
through devices called gateways. See also bridge, frame
(definition 2), gateway.

AppleTalk Phase 2 n. The extended AppleTalk Internet
model designed by Apple Computer, Inc., that supports
multiple zones within a network and extended addressing
capacity.

AppleWorks n. A suite of productivity applications, for-
merly known as ClarisWorks, distributed by Apple Com-
puter, Inc., and shipped on the iMac computer. AppleWorks/
ClarisWorks is an integrated product that includes support
for word processing, spreadsheets, databases, drawing,
painting, charting, and the Internet.

appliance n. 1. See server appliance. 2. See information
appliance. 3. A device with a single or limited purpose
with functionality. This functionality is similar to a simple
consumer appliance.

appliance server n. 1. An inexpensive computing device
used for specific tasks including Internet connectivity or
file-and-print services. The server is usually easy to use
but does not possess the capabilities or software of a typi-
cal server for general office use. 2. See server appliance.

application n. A program designed to assist in the perfor-
mance of a specific task, such as word processing,
accounting, or inventory management. Compare ulility.

application binary interface n. A set of instructions that
specifies how an executable file interacts with the hardware
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user interface n. The portion of a program with which a
user interacts. Types of user interfaces, or Uls, include
command-line interfaces, menu-driven interfaces, and
graphical user interfaces. Acronym: UL

User Interface Toolbox n. See Toolbox.

username n. The name by which a user is identified to a
computer system or network. During the logon process,
the user must enter the username and the correct pass-
word. If the system or network is connected to the Inter-
net, the username generally corresponds to the leftmost
part of the user’s e-mail address (the portion preceding the
@ sign, as in username @company.com). See also e-mail
address, logon.

user name n. The name by which a person is known and
addressed on a communications network. See also alias
(definition 2).

user profile n. A computer-based record maintained
about an authorized user of a multiuser computer system.
A user profile is needed for security and other reasons; it
can contain such information as the person’s access
restrictions, mailbox location, type of terminal, and so on.
See also user account.

user state n. The least privileged of the modes in which
a Motorola 680x0 microprocessor can operate. This is the
mode in which application programs are run. See also
68000. Compare supervisor state.

USnail n. 1. Slang for the United States Postal Service.
USnail, a term used on the Internet, is a reference to how
slow the postal service is in comparison to e-mail. 2. Mail
delivered by the United States Postal Service. See also
snail mail. -

Jusr n. A directory in a computer system that contains
subdirectories owned or maintained by individual users of
the computer system. These subdirectories can contain
files and additional subdirectories. Typically, /usr directo-
ries are used in UNIX systems and can be found on many
FTP sites. See also FTP site.

USRT n. Acronym for universal synchronous receiver-
transmitter. A module, usually composed of a single inte-
grated circuit, that contains both the receiving and trans-
mitting circuits required for synchronous serial
communication. Compare UART.

UTC n. See Universal Time Coordinate.

544

UTF-8 n. Acronym for UCS Transformation Format 8. A
character set for protocols evolving beyond the use of
ASCIIL The UTF-8 protocol provides for support of
extended ASCII characters and translation of UCS-2, an
international 16-bit Unicode character set. UTF-8 enables
a far greater range of names than can be achieved using
ASCII or extended ASCII encoding for character data. See
also ASCII, Unicode.

utility n. A program designed to perform a particular
function; the term usually refers to software that solves
narrowly focused problems or those related to computer
system management. See also application.

utility program n. A program designed to perform main-
tenance work on the system or on system components (for
example, a storage backup program, disk and file recovery
program, or resource editor).

UTP n. Acronym for unshielded twisted pair. A cable
containing one or more twisted pairs of wires without
additional shielding. UTP is more flexible and takes up
less space than shielded twisted-pair (STP) cable but has
less bandwidth. See the illustration. See also twisted-pair
cable. Compare STP.

.uu n. The file extension for a binary file that has been
translated into ASCII format using uuencode. Also
called: .uud. See also ASCII, binary file, uuencode!.
Compare .uue.

UUCP n. Acronym for UNIX-to-UNIX Copy. A set of
software programs that facilitates transmission of infor-
mation between UNIX systems using serial data connec-
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