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STENT DELIVERY SYSTEM WITH STENT
SECUREMENT MEANS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In typical PTCA procedures, a guiding catheter is percu-
taneously introduced into the cardiovascular system of a
patient through a vessel and advanced through therein until
the distal end thereof is at a desired location in the vascu-
lature. A guidewire and a dilatation catheter having a balloon
on the distal end thereof are introduced through the guiding
catheter with the guidewire sliding through the dilatation
catheter. The guidewire is first advanced out of the guiding
catheter into the patient’s coronary vasculature and the
dilatation catheter is advanced over the previously advanced
guidewire until the dilatation balloon is properly positioned
across the lesion. Once in position across the lesion, the
flexible, expandable, preformed balloon is inflated to a
predetermined size with a liquid or gas at relatively high
pressures, such as greater than about four atmospheres, to
radially compress the arthrosclerotic plaque of the lesion
against the inside of the artery wall and thereby dilate the
lumen of the artery. The balloon is then deflated to a small
profile so that the dilatation catheter may be withdrawn from
the patients vasculature and blood flow resumed through the
dilated artery.

In angioplasty procedures of the kind described above,
there may be restenosis of the artery, which either necessi-
tates another angioplasty procedure, a surgical by-pass
operation, or some method of repairing or strengthening the
area. To prevent restenosis and strengthen the area, a phy-
sician can implant an intravascular prosthesis for maintain-
ing vascular patency, called a stent, inside the artery at the
lesion. The stent is expanded to a larger diameter for
placement in the vasculature, often by the balloon portion of
the catheter. Stents delivered to a restricted coronary artery,
expanded to a larger diameter as by a balloon catheter, and
left in place in the artery at the site of a dilated lesion are
shown in U.S. Pat. No. 4,740,207 to Kreamer; U.S. Pat. No.
5,007,926 to Derbyshire; U.S. Pat. No. 4,733,665 to Palmaz;
U.S. Pat. No. 5,026,377 to Burton et al.; U.S. Pat. No.
5,158,548 to Lau et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 5,242,399 to Lau et al.;
U.S. Pat. No. 5,344,426 to Lau et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 5,415,
664 to Pinchuk; U.S. Pat. No. 5,453,090 to Martinez et al.;
U.S. Pat. No. 4,950,227 to Savin; U.S. Pat. No. 5,403,341 to
Solar; U.S. Pat. No. 5,108,416 to Ryan et al. and European
Patent Application No. 707 837 Al to Sheiban, all of which
are incorporated herein by reference. A stent particularly
preferred for use with this invention is described in PCT
Application No. 960 3092 Al, published Feb. &8, 1996, the
content of which is also incorporated herein by reference.

The present invention is particularly directed to improved
arrangements for releasably attaching the stent to the cath-
eter to facilitate delivery thereof.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention concerns apparatus suitable for delivery of
stents to body cavities. In general, stents are prosthetic
devices which can be positioned within a body cavity, for
example, a blood vessel of the body of a living human or in
some other difficultly accessible place. The stent prosthesis
is formed of a generally tubular body, the diameter of which
can be decreased or increased. Stents are particularly useful
for permanently widening a vessel which is either in a
narrowed state, or internally supporting a vessel damaged by
an aneurysm. Such stents are typically introduced into the
body cavity by use of a catheter. The catheter is usually of
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the balloon catheter type in which the balloon is utilized to
expand the stent, which is positioned over the balloon, to
place it in a selected location in the body cavity. The present
invention is particularly directed to improved arrangements
for releasably attaching the stent to the catheter to facilitate
delivery thereof. The stent is held in place on the catheter by
means of an enlarged body carried by the catheter shaft
within the balloon to which the stent and balloon are fitted,
as by crimping.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is an isometric view, a portion of which is enlarged
and in longitudinal section, of a balloon catheter having a
stent fixed to the catheter by being crimped thereto over the
balloon;

FIG. 2 is an even more enlarged view in longitudinal
cross-section of the distal end portion of the catheter of FIG.
1

FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the distal end
portion of the catheter of FIG. 1 similar to that of enlarged
view FIG. 2 but showing the balloon in an expanded
condition along with the expanded stent;

FIG. 4 is a schematic showing of a preferred mounting
body carried by the catheter shaft within the balloon, the
body being spirally cut to improve flexibility;

FIG. 5 is a schematic showing in cross-section of another
embodiment of the invention with a stent not yet mounted;

FIG. 6 is a schematic showing of another embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic showing of a means for conve-
niently crimping the stent on the embodiment shown in FIG.
5, and

FIG. 8 is a schematic showing of yet another embodiment
of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGS. 1-3 a stent delivery system generally
indicated at 10 includes a balloon catheter 12 having a
balloon 14 on a distal end portion generally indicated at 16.
FIG. 1 shows a proximal portion of the catheter at 124 and
a distal portion 125 in enlarged view. FIG. 2 shows the distal
end portion 16 in an even more enlarged view. The illustra-
tive catheter 12 is of the type known as a rapid exchange or
single operator catheter. However, other types of catheters
may be used, such as over the wire and fixed wire types. The
balloon 14 is fixed to the catheter 12 by standard means. The
balloon is shown in its contracted state in FIGS. 1 and 2. A
stent 18 is fixed about the balloon by crimping it thereto. The
stent has a larger expanded diameter which is obtained when
the balloon is expanded in the known manner. That is, the
stent is released from the catheter upon expansion of the
balloon as shown in FIG. 3 to be placed in a vessel. When
the balloon is then deflated, removal of the balloon and
catheter may be accomplished while leaving the stent in
place.

As is known in the art the balloon is either bonded at its
ends by adhesive 20 and 24, respectively to the outer
member 22 of the catheter and to the inner member 26 of the
catheter in the manner as shown, or is made one-piece with
the outer member as is known in the art. The catheter balloon
may be inflated by fluid (gas or liquid) from an inflation port
extending from a lumen 28 contained in the catheter shaft
and opening into the balloon as shown, or by other known
arrangements, depending on the design of the catheter. The

Page 7 of 9



6,007,543

3

details and mechanics of balloon inflation and specific
overall catheter construction will vary according to the
particular design involved in any given instance, and are
known in the art per se. All variations are acceptable for use
with this invention.

Any balloon expandable stent may be used with this
invention. Many are known in the art including plastic and
metal stents. Some are more well known such as the
stainless steel stent shown in U.S. Pat. No. 4,735,665; the
wire stent shown in U.S. Pat. No. 4,950,227, another metal
stent shown in European Patent Application EPO 707 837 Al
and that shown in U.S. Pat. No. 5,445,646. All of these
patents are incorporated herein by reference. Also, shape
memory metal stents may be used. As already indicated the
stent of PCT Application 960 3092 Al is particularly pre-
ferred.

The stent is typically about 16 mm long, while the balloon
may be 20 mm long. These dimensions, however, are merely
representative for illustrative purposes only and are not
meant to be limiting. The stent is positioned over the balloon
portion of the dilatation catheter and gently crimped onto the
balloon either by hand or with a tool such as a pliers or the
like to be mounted for delivery as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.
The crimping may be accomplished by either the manufac-
turer or the physician.

In accordance with this invention, a mounting body 30,
best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, is included inside balloon 14 to
provide a cushion and/or substrate of enlarged diameter
relative to the stent shaft to support and hold the stent and
secure it during crimping and the delivery procedure. The
mounting body may be located only in the body ortion of the
balloon or may extend into either or both of the cone
portions of the balloon.

In the embodiment shown, mounting body 30 is cylindri-
cal in form and takes the shape of a sleeve carried on inner
lumen 26, providing an enlarged area or portion for receiv-
ing the balloon and stent when the latter is crimped. Marker
bands 32 and 34 may also be included on inner 26 as shown.
Any radiopaque material such as gold is useful for this
purpose. A stop member 36 of generally conical shape or any
other shape may also be included on the distal marker band
34 as shown to provide additional resistance to stent move-
ment during delivery and to protect the leading edge of the
stent during delivery. A proximal stop member similar to
member 36 (not shown) may be optionally included on
marker band 32 if desired. Polyethylene or the like is
suitable for the stop member(s). Although, the material of
the mounting body may be hard, it is preferably of any
deformable thermoplastic material, preferably an elastomer
material and more preferably of a relatively resilient elas-
tomer material, e.g., lower durometer silicone. A preferred
deformable thermoplastic material is high density polyeth-
ylene (HDPE). A preferred lower durometer silicone is in the
form of tubing. The deformation of resilient material of the
mounting body when the stent/balloon is crimped to it
causes a radial outward force on the stent/balloon increasing
the friction therebetween despite a recoil of the stent.

During delivery, the balloon catheter is advanced through
and positioned in a patient’s vasculature so that the stent is
adjacent to the portion of the vessel where treatment is to
take place. The balloon is inflated to expand the stent to an
enlarged diameter. When the stent has reached the desired
diameter, the balloon is deflated so that the catheter may be
removed leaving the stent in place.

Another embodiment of the invention is shown in FIG. 4.
In this embodiment the mounting body 30 is a spiral cut
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elastomer or other suitable material, such as a rigid or
flexible plastic, to provide separation for flexibility in that
portion of the catheter, allowing more easy movement or
tracking around bends. The spiral cut may be only partly
through the mounting body or may be all the way through as
shown in FIG. 4. Also, while stop members 36 are shown at
both ends of mounting body 30 in this embodiment, one, or
no stop members may be used.
Another similar version is shown in FIG. 5 which includes
a cylindrical mounting body 30 made up of a plurality of
separate adjacent rings 30a. Rings 302 may be individual
bodies carried on the sheath or bodies cut from a cylinder
partially separating them or fully separating them.
The embodiment shown in FIG. 6 includes another fea-
ture based on the geometry of the mounting body for further
securing the stent upon crimping. This feature is referred to
herein as interlocking. That is, the stent may be interlocked
to the mount so that the stent cannot slide proximally or
distally on the balloon unless it is deformed, such as by
expansion. This can be seen by perusing the structure shown
in FIG. 6 which includes the inner 26 having a two-piece
mounting body made up of spaced mounting bodies 30a and
30b. The spacing between bodies 30a and 300 allows
portions of the stent 18 and balloon 14 to be depressed or
inserted between the bodies upon crimping of the stent thus
forming an interlock against sliding longitudinally before
the stent is released.
The interlock formation or crimping is readily accom-
plished by a two-piece die 40 as shown in FIG. 7 or the like.
FIG. 8 demonstrates that more than a two-piece mounting
body arrangement may be used if desired. In this
embodiment, the mounting body is comprised of three
spaced bodies 30a, 30b and 30c on the inner 26. Preferably
in the embodiments of FIGS. 6 and 8, the mounting bodies
will be ring-like in shape or cylindrical in shape although
other configurations will be readily apparent to those famil-
iar with this art.
The above Examples and disclosure are intended to be
illustrative and not exhaustive. These examples and descrip-
tion will suggest many variations and alternatives to one of
ordinary skill in this art. All these alternatives and variations
are intended to be included within the scope of the attached
claims. Those familiar with the art may recognize other
equivalents to the specific embodiments described herein
which equivalents are also intended to be encompassed by
the claims attached hereto.
What is claimed is as follows:
1. A stent delivery system comprising:
a radially expandable stent of generally cylindrical
configuration, having a first end and a second end and
a contracted state and an expanded state, and

a catheter having a shaft having a diameter and expand-
able inflatable means associated therewith at a distal
part of the shaft, wherein the inflatable means com-
prises a balloon, and including mounting and retaining
means for receiving the stent on the expandable inflat-
able means for radial expansion of the stent upon
inflation of the inflatable means, the mounting and
retaining means including at least one mounting body
carried on and surrounding the shaft inside the inflat-
able means, the at least one mounting body being
substantially the same length as the stent and being
positioned on the shaft such that when the stent is
loaded onto the inflatable means and the shaft in the
stent’s contracted state at least a portion of the at least
one mounting body is under the stent and between the
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first and second ends of the stent, whereby the diameter
of the shaft and inflatable portion are increased at the
distal part for facilitating the mounting and retaining of
the stent.

2. The stent delivery system of claim 1 wherein the
mounting body is of a material which resiliently deforms
under radial pressure.

3. The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the
material is elastomeric.

4. The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the
material comprises high density polyethylene.

5. The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the
material comprises silicone.

6. The stent delivery system of claim 1 wherein the at least
one mounting body includes at least one separation whereby
the flexibility of the body and catheter is increased.

7. The stent delivery system of claim 6 wherein the
separation is in the form of a spiral.

8. The stent delivery system of claim 1 wherein the stent
is crimped to the mounting and retaining means for delivery.

9. The stent delivery system of claim 1, wherein the stent
has two opposite ends, the stent delivery system further
including a pair of stops, each of which is respectively
positioned at the opposite ends of the stent and carried by the
shaft inside the inflatable means.

10. The stent delivery system of claim 9 wherein the stops
are conical in shape.

11. The stent delivery system of claim 1 further including
marker bands positioned proximally and distally of the stent.

12. The stent delivery system of claim 1 further including
a stop carried by the shaft and positioned inside the inflatable
means and axially spaced relative to the stent.

13. A stent delivery system comprising:

a catheter having a shaft and expandable inflatable means
associated therewith at a distal part of the shaft, the
expandable inflatable means comprising a balloon, and
including mounting and retaining means for receiving
a stent, the stent having a first end and a second end and
a contracted state and an expanded state, to be delivered
upon expansion of the inflatable means, the mounting
and retaining means including at least two axially
spaced mounting bodies inside the balloon and radially
carried on and surrounding the shaft, the at least two
mounting bodies being positioned on the shaft such that
when the stent is loaded onto the inflatable means and
the shaft in the stent’s contracted state at least a portion
of each of the at least two mounting bodies are under
the stent and between the first and second ends of the
stent, and

the stent crimped on the balloon and the at least two
mounting bodies such that opposite end portions of the
stent are deformed to a diameter less than that of the at
least two mounting bodies whereby the stent is inter-
locked with the mounting bodies until expansion of the
stent and inflatable means to prevent accidental move-
ment of the stent along the catheter during delivery.
14. The stent delivery system of claim 13 wherein the
stent is generally tubular in shape and the mounting bodies
are generally cylindrical in shape.
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15. The stent delivery system of claim 13 wherein a
portion of the stent between the mounting bodies is crimped
to a lesser diameter than that of the mounting bodies.

16. The stent delivery system of claim 15 wherein the
stent is generally tubular in shape and the mounting bodies
are ring-like.

17. The stent delivery system of claim 13 wherein three
spaced mounting bodies are included and the stent is
crimped to a lesser diameter between the bodies.

18. The stent delivery system of claim 17 wherein the
stent is generally tubular in shape and the mounting bodies
are ring-like.

19. A balloon catheter for intraluminal delivery of a stent,
the catheter comprising a shaft having a diameter, a balloon
associated with a distal portion of the shaft for receiving a
stent, the stent having a first end and a second end and a
contracted state and an expanded state, and means for
inflating the balloon, the shaft including at least one mount-
ing body radially carried on the shaft inside the balloon, the
at least one mounting body being substantially the same
length as the stent, whereby the diameter of the shaft is
increased inside the balloon to facilitate mounting of a stent
to the catheter over the balloon, the at least one mounting
body being positioned on the shaft such that when the stent
is loaded onto the inflatable means and the shaft in the
stent’s contracted state at least a portion of the at least one
mounting body is under the stent and between the first and
second ends of the stent.

20. The catheter of claim 19 wherein the mounting body
is of a material which resiliently deforms under radial
pressure.

21. The catheter of claim 20 wherein the material is
elastomeric.

22. The catheter of claim 20 wherein the material is high
density polyethylene.

23. The catheter of claim 20 wherein the material is
silicone.

24. The catheter of claim 19 wherein the mounting body
is configured with at least one separation whereby track-
ability of the catheter is improved.

25. The catheter of claim 24 wherein the separation is in
a spiral configuration.

26. The catheter of claim 19 further including a pair of
spaced stops.

27. The catheter of claim 26 wherein the stops are conical
in shape.

28. The catheter of claim 19 further including spaced
marker bands.

29. The catheter of claim 19 wherein the mounting body
is cylindrical in shape.

30. The catheter of claim 19 wherein at least two spaced
mounting bodies are included.

31. The catheter of claim 30 wherein the mounting bodies
are ring-like.

32. The catheter of claim 19 wherein at least three spaced
mounting bodies are included.

33. The catheter of claim 32 wherein the mounting bodies
are ring-like.
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