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mob 1450 

·. fr. G dial. (Switzerland)] : one or more cloud banks formed 
on the lee side of a mountain under foehn conditions .' lmob Vrnl!h\ n ·5 1 [orjgin unknown] obs : UNDRESS DIS
HABILLE 2 [perh. modif. of obs. D mop woman's' cap] 
: MOBCAP 

2mob \ "\ vb mobbed; mobbed; mobbing; mobs vI 1 [perh.
!:>aclc-formation fro moble] archaic: to muffle the head of (as 
In a hood) 2 [1mob] archaic: to dress (oneself) negligently 
- vi. archaic: to fl:o to an unfashionable place disguised or so 
dressed as to a VOId recognition 

3mob \ U\ n -5 often attrib [short for lmobile] 1: the lower 
classes of a community: the {>opulace or the lower part of it 
: MASSES <the use of superstitJon for the purpose of policing
the ,..... -Benjamin Farrington) (political spellbinding to 
afpeal to the ........ mind) 2 a : a large and disorderly collection 
a people tending to acts of violence (windows smashed and 
pohce beaten by the angry ~) (a fear of ~ rule) bobs 

~th~ol~~ei~:sIf~fieo~i~r:~:l~hg:h~~s;s~s~~lt!~~~~l~n n~tti~!~ 
in -Horace Walpole) 3 chiefly Austral: a flock, drove, or 
herd of animals 4 a : a criminal set or organization (as of 
pickpockets or gangsters) : GANG b: CLIQUE, SET syn see 
CROWD 

"mob \ "\ vb mobbed; mobbed; mobbing; mobs vIla: to 
crowd about and attack or annoy (mobbed by autograph 
hunters before he could enter the theater) : attack in a mob 
(a crowd tried to /"OW him and he ran for safety into the superin
tendent's office -H.S.Warner) b: to crowd into or around 
(bargain hunters that /"OW the stores on sale days) 2 dial Eng 
: to rail at: SCOLD, ABUSE 3: to hunt (as a fox) in such a 
way as to allow the quarry no chance to escape (as by sur
rounding it) - vi : to form a disorderly mob: crowd Or riot 
in a mob (the wCliting newsmen mobbed forward -Newswl?ek)

mOb abbr 1 mobile 2 mobilization; mobilized 

=~~~~b\I::;~b:rr-)o\~e~Sb[~~~bss+ -er] : one that mobs 
mob..bish \-bish\ adj [3mob + -ish] : characteristic of a mob 

: LAWLESS (fanned mounting tension into /"OW terrorizing 
-Time) - mob.blsh.ly adv - mob.bish.ness n ·ES 

mOb-bism \-,bizam\ n -s : mobbish conduct 
mOb-bist \-_b~st\ n -S: one who advocates mobbism : MOBDER 
mobcap V"I"\ n [1mob + cap; perh. intended as rendering of 
obs. D mopmuts. fro mop woman's cap, mobcap + muts cap] 
: a woman's indoor cap; esp : a fancy cap made of sheer mate
rial with a high full crown and often tied under the chin 

mo·bed also mo.bad \'mob;d\ n ·s [Per maubad, miibad, 

1:~~~le: \,;'~b~r.r~~~kofa~~: ~~b~t"~:a_(~bil sometimes mo
'be(o)l\ adj [MF, fro L mobilis, fro (assumed) L movibilis, fro 
L movere to move + -ibilis -ible - more at MOVE] 1: capable 
of movi,ng or being moved from one place to another: MOV
ABLE: as a: capable of moving or bemg moved about readily
(globular protems that are /"OW and rod-shaped proteins that 

~~~~uf~:~~ ~G~~Mj?le~~~es;~c(F~~ti~r~~~e~f;:dlbyt~~ :~;~;;
degree of fluidity (ether and mercury are /"OW liquids) - com
pare VISCOUS b: organized and equipped for ready movement 
(as by truck or air transport) (/"OW fighting forces) (/"OW television 
units for on-the-spot reporting) c: free for use or service 
anywhere: not restricted or committed (/"OW dollars to be used 
where they can best advance the welfare of the whole in
stitution -Saturday Rev.) (/"OW labor ... could be sent any
where in England -Henry Green) d: designed as a ve
hicle or mounted on a vehicle or easily placed on or in a 
vehicle (as a trailer or truck) (/"OW loudspeakers carrying the 
campaign speeches into the streets) (a /"OW missile launcher) (/"OW 
homes) 2: capable of or tending to change: CHANGEABLE: as 
a : changing readily in appearance and expression under the 
influence of mind or feeling (his /"OW face mirrors every feeling
from bitter sadness to ecstasy -Eleanor Harris) b: easily 

h,;:rbl~ b"u~e~~~f;i~~fg~:b: ~ ~~~fS~~~!:)d ~d:v~~~k~3~; 

.

ready adaptability (industrial resources so /"OW that they could 
be quickly switched from producing for export to producing
for home demand) : alert and flexible in the use of resources 
(a /"OW imagination) (an organization /"OW enough to cope with 
any emergency) 3: characterized by frequent or continuous 
movement (the wind in /"OW grasses); spedj : tending to travel or 
mi~rate from place to place (we began as explorers, empire 
buIlders, pilgnms, and refugees, ... and we are still today the 
most /"OW people on the face of the earth -G.W.Pierson) (the
Indians of the Great Plains were /"OW bison hunters --Clark 
Wissler) 4 a : characterized by the mixing of social groups
(the general confusion in moral standards which characterizes 

/"OW societies -E.R.Mowrer) : affording opportunity for a shift 
in social status (American society. though highly /"OW ... is not 
,classless -Times Lit. Supp.) b: having the opportunity for 
or undergoin~ a shift in status within the hierarchical social 
levels of a society (a society in which women are more /"OW than 
men) (born of upward /"OW middle-class ... parents -News· 
week) 6: marked by the use of vehicles for transportution
(/"OW defense) (/"OW warfare) (took to their cars for a /"OW holiday)
6: of. relating to, or having the characteristics of a mobile 

" 
2mo_bile \ "mo,bel sometimes -,bit or -,bit or mo"bcHa)l; in 
sense 3 mo'be(a)l or "mo,bet\ n -S [MF (premier) mobile 
primum mobile, part trans. of ML (primum) mobile, fro neut. of 
L mobilis, adj.] 1: something that occasions movement or 
action - see PRIMUM MOBILE 2 a: a movable or moving body 
or part: one that is mobile b (1) : a delicately balanced con
struction or sculpture frequently made of wire and sheet metal 
shapes and having movable parts that can be set in motion by
air currents or mechanical propulsion - compare STABILE 

t 

(2) : a set of lightweight figures (as of animals or story char
acters) that are suspended on fine wire or string so that they 
hang in perfect balance and may be moved by a current of air 
3 [by shortening] : AUTOMOBILE 

3~~!1:1~he\:~~:~i~e~~m~n[;eo~1:'i/~e~~~/~'r~oc~ii~.g~d1~j 
: 3MOB 1 

4mo.blle \(')mo:be(o)l\ adj, usu cap [fro Mobile, Ala.] : of or 
from the city of MobIle, Ala. (Mobile gardens) : of the kind or 
style p'revalent in MobIle 

-mo-bIle \mo,bel, ma,- sometimes -,bil\ n comb form -s [auto
mobile] : vehIcle (clubmobile) (bookmobile) (bloodmobile) 

m::~tre ~~t3 ~o~~s~t~~ti~r f:~e ~~::I~r~st~ha~e~~t~~dno~~t?~ 
each side and fold and swing forward to facilitate a fair start 
of a harness race 

mobile library n : BOOKMOBILE 
mobile station n : a radio transmitting station on a ship. air 

plane, or other vehicle 
i mobile terrapin n, U$U cap M [4moblle; fro its locality] : an 
.:' edible terrapin (Pseudemys concinna mobilensis) of the south

ern U.S. distinguished by a broad scarlet band on each side 
of the head 

mobile unit n : an establishment on wheels (as an automobile 

libr~:;~e!~ :~~~fa~~:'O!nSx~~;~~~, ~e:r!]~vi~~: p\~k~e~)ng
mo,bll,lan \mo'beleon, ·lyon\ n ·s cap 1 [Mobile, Ala. + E 

-ian] : a native or resident of Mobile, Alabama 2: a pidgin
language based on Choctaw and formerly a lingua franca in 
the southeastern U.S. 

mo-bit-jary \mo'bile,ere. -lyarS\. adj [F mobilialre. fro MF, fro 

, ' 

':)t~~bIIi~~:;:CI~~';~~I~~r+Mlitl~~te~~:i~ai~l~l~r~~l~ti~~ 
to movable property 2: of or relating to ~ousehold furniture 

mo·bll.i.ty \mo'bilod.e, ·ote, ·i\ n ·ES [MF mobilile, fro OF, 
fro L mobilitat-, mobilitas. fro mobilis mobile + -itat-, -itas -ity 
- more at MOBILE] 1: the quality or state of being mobile 
: the capacity or facility of movement: MOVABILITY (the /"OW of a 
liquid) (factors of birth, income, and education affecting
social/"OW) <the high /"OW of modern labor) 2: the measure of 
the rate at which a solid is deformed under stress after the 
yield point has been exceeded 3 a: the average speed at which 
~it.~:f. g~~~~~~_~r _e~~~~~,?~yti~ i?~~ JIlove under th~ in~~~en~e. ~f 

Imobile + ~/zatlon and partly fro F mobilisation, fro mobiliser 

(v.) + -ation] : the act or process of mobilizing (/"OW of wealth) 

(~ ,!f ~lyco~en)_ (prompt ~ of all national resources) _ 


mo-bl-l1Ze \ .....hz\ vb -ED/-ING/-S see -ize in Explan Notes [F 

mobiliser, fro mobile (adj.) + -iser -ize] vt 1: to put into move

ment or circulation : make mobile (mortgages may be 

mobilized like every other instrument of credit and .•. invade 

th~ bond ma~ket -J.A.Schumpeter); specif: to release (some

thm~ stored 10 the body) for body use (the body /"OWS its anti 

bodl,es) 2 a : to assemble (as an army corps or a fleet) and 

put 10 a state of readiness for active service in war (/"OW all re

serve forces for oversea$ duty) (/"OW industry for the defense 

effort), b: to assemble (as resources) and make ready for use 

or acllon .: ORGANIZE. MARSHAL, RALLY (/"OW support for the 

proposal) <the sympathetic nervous system ... /"OWs the bodiJy 

resources as a means of preparing for fight or flight -H.G. 

Armstrong) 3: to separate (an organ or p'art) from associ

ated structures so as to make more accesSIble for operative 


~~~~~d~~ti~i~; ~:oSi,:ft~dgc~~odn)eg! : ~?~t~d~I~~ ~o~ s~~t:til! 

feelin~ toward others -Abram Kardiner) - vi: to undergo

mobihzation : assemble and organize for action (in disasters 

•.. ~outs have mobilized to give aid -Boy Scout Handbook)


mo-b!.liz-er \·za(r)\ n -s : one that mobilizes persons or things

mo,bll.om.e·ter \,mobo'IHmod.o(r)\ n [mobility + o(}- + 


-meter] : an apparatus for determining the consistency of 
plastic materials 

mo-bi-us band Vmar!beas-. 'm51. 'mal, 'mel\ or mtiblus 

strip n. usu cap M [after Au

gust F.M~bius tl868 Ger. math

ematician] : a one-sided sur

~fceafo~~~~n~reh~~!~~ ~~fati~~ 
the opposite end through 180 

degrees, and then applying it to 

the first end 


mo·ble \'mHbol\ vI -EO/'INO/-S
[prob. alter. of 1muffle] archaic 

~a~oi;~abo~d)uff1e the head of Mljbius band 

mOb.oc.ra.cy \mU'bHkrose\ n 


-ES [3mob + -0- + -cracy] 1: the rule of the mob 2: the mob 

as a ruling class: a ruling or governing mob 3: rule by

mobsters or ilangsters 


mOb-o-crat \ mab~.krat\ n -s [fro mobocracy, after such pairs 

as E democracy: democrat] 1 : one who favors mobocracy

2 : mob leader - mob.o-crat-lc \: .. ,,:krad·ik\ adj


mobs pi oj MOD, bres 3d sing of MOB 


mtb!~,:]~ Y~::":::;b~r\,"( f~~gbsr;~lf,;,~!,J~~~;,~!~~~b) 
mob·ster \'mUbzta(r), -bst-\ n -s [3mob + -stu]: a member of 

~o~!~.ilaa\f~~~yala\ n. cap [NL] : a genus of large rays that 
~~;:a~f~hi:fa~~i~t};1ot~lid~e fishes of warm seas and is the 

mo.bu·!i·dae \mo'byUlo,de\ n pi, cap [NL, fro Mobula, type 
genus + -idae] : a family of rays that includes the genera 
Mobula and Manta - see DEVILFISH 

:::~~.~~'!':~\ls~SJ.~.S~~.~r;;i\~Jik~~~\~I~s ~Of Algonquian 

~~~~~~:~!~t~o~u~~~~ oJi~~~s~~;~7:j dJ
1 a : a heel1ess shoe or boot of soft 

~~a~~~r\~:~ iinm:n~:Si~~~~lYf~~~~eb; . 
aborigines of cold climates. and has the 

!~~ ob:~utt~tt~fs ~hbe:~~:~s j~i~~d ~~~ 
a puckered seam to a U-shaped piece 

lying on top of the foot b: a regular

shoe having a lap seam Or saddle seam 


~he ~~~~o~?,:r~r~! ~~c~:3g i2i~t~n~ moccasin Ib 

pit viper of the genus Agkistrodon; esp : WATER MOCCASIN 

b : any snake resembling or thought to resemble a moccasin 

(as a water snake of the genus Natrix) 3: ARGUS BROWN 


moccasin Dower n : any of several lady's slippers of the genus 
Cypripedium; esp : a once. common woodland orchid (C. 
acaule) of eastern No. Amenca that has usu. solitary pink or 
white moccasin-shaped f10wers - called also nerveroot 

moccasin telegraph n : ORAPEVINE 2b 
moch \'mUK". "mok\ n -s [alter. of 1moth] Scot: MOTH 
mo-cha \ "mOka\ n -S [fro Mocha, Arabia, seaport near which 

the coffee was orig. grown and from which it was orig. ex

portedj 1 aor mocha co!!ee (1) : arabica coffee that is grown 

m Arabia, is characterized by small irregular green or yellow

ish bc:ans, aO(~ produces a sup~rior beverage (2): a coffee of 

sup.enor quahty 1?: a flavonng made of a strong coffee in

fUSIon or of a mixture of cocoa or chocolate with coffee I Jl1lock-UP 

2 : a soft pliable ,gl~v~ leather ma.de l?y frizzing off the grain

and then suede hmshmg the gram SIde of sheepskins from 

Africa 3 often cap: )BARK 3 

n:~~::r ~~~~US~:d~ :n~g~:r~osl~h~I~~':lIg~e';'~h~hna~a~~~~thtlY
mocha stone n, usu cap M [prob. fro Mocha. Arabia] : MOSS 

AGATE 
mocha ware also mocha n, U$U cap M: a coarse English earth
enware with soft buff body decorated with colored bands and 
brush patterns (as of seaweed, earthworms. and tree silhou
ettes) and made esp. in Staffordshire from the late 18th to the 
early 20th century 

mo-chi-ca \mo"chek:a\ adj, usu cap [after Mochlca, a pre-Inca
people of high cultural achievement living on the northern 
coast of P~ru .(of Amerlnd origin)] : of or relating to a 

~~~~u6eo~r/8g ~ha~~~t~~l!~~s b~ ~r;e nr~dth:~d ~h1:;i~od~k~ 1~~:;~'!~I';:O~~~~~lt~;d;;~~.~~
pottery for grave offerings and ceremonial use predominantly 

m the form of a container with a stirrup spout 


m,,?~~~~~~apr~~.o;~~!:~~h;,f:~ra~0i,":;,lof~~ \-chilo\ n -s [Sp 
Basque mutil, motU youth, servant, fro L lr
mutilus maimed, mu tilated - more at 

~~}JA:TE; S~d~I!'~~~t~K'2H~V:~~AuCa~~ %j '\ 
leather saddle covering having openings I 

for the horn and cantle and sometimes 

equipped with saddlebags (many riders . 

and even more ponies carried the mail, 

but only the /"OW made the entire trip 
J.T.Adams) 


mochy \ 'mUke, 'mOke, -lIi\ ad} ·ER/·EST mochila 2 
[fro obs. E (Sc) mocn mOIst, damp (perh. 
of Scand origin; akin to ON mugga drizzle) + B -y - more 
at 4MUG] Scot.: moist and warm; esp : misty and muggy 

'mock \'mHk, 'm6k\ vb ·EO/·INO/·S [ME mocken, mokken, fro 
MF mocquer. fro OF moquier] vt 1 : to treat with scorn or 
contempt or ridicule: DERJDE (/"OWed him for showing fear)
(insolently /"OWing the poor) 2: to disappoint the hopes of 
: DECEIVE. DELUDE (for any government to /"OW men's hopes with 

3~r~E;~,r~~S:~gA~~°(l:,sse~~:: J::~~~e~o~~.~~~~s~~~o::~~ 
to earn your own living -Israel Zangwill) 4 a : IMITATE, 

MIMIC (a mockingbird was /"OWing a cardinal -Nelson Hayes) 

b : to mimic in sport Or derision: ridicule by mimicry <followed 

the old man along the street /"OWing his gait) 5 obs : PRETEND, 

FEIGN, SIMULATE (/"OWing marriage with a dame of France -

Shak.) 6: to make a sham of (the presence of the Red Army 

/"OWed the concessions and vitiated the propaganda -New 

Republic) - vi : to treat a person or thing with scorn. con

tempt, or ridicule - often used with at (was /"OWed at by the 

others) syn see COPY, RIDICULE 


2mock \"\ n·S [ME mokk, fro mokken, v.] 1: an act of ridi· 
cule or derision: SNEER, GIBE (make a /"OW of him) 2: one that 
is an object of or is deserving of ridicule, dension, or scorn 
~ .: ~OCKE~'I\~.I~~C~LE (~~e to h.~rt wha~ was sa!d .~n../"OW) 
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