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ch!ld~) (like a '":'"' mother hen rounding up aI new bomb -M.W.Straight) ---- - -- --- - .. 0--r 

ch~cks -H.,.Higdon) syn see IRRITABLE frag-men-tal \(')frag:menel\ adj : FRAGMENTARY: consisting
=i.g~~~:~re~ : In a fracuous manner of fragmentary or detrital material (as conglomerate sand

[-LsJ;a~~!sf~~;~k~~ ~~~endf(j~;;t~:~~~\~~) \t~rn\ ~~yle. or tuff) - compare CLASTIC 2 - frag.mon-tal_IY 

~~~~~.al~~:~~:~~~;~)graf\ frag.men.tal·tze \frag'mental,Iz\ vI -ED/-ING/-S : FRAGMENT;:: n [fracto- + -graph] : a frae- IZE (his rapid oscillations of style and flot ... "" the American 
C.to'R:ral~h.ic \ ..••..""',.... \ 

adj : of, relating to, being, 

n -5 [ME. fro L fractura. 
to break) + -ura -ure - more 

the act or process of breaking or the state 
;--"·-C'-,~,-_,,_c : rupture by a break through the entire 

material : BREACH; specif : the breaking of 
a bone. cartilage) b: the rupture 
of soft tissue 2: the product or/"OooJ) 

CLEFT 3: the texture 
broken surface of a 
4 : BREAKING 1 

. fracturing \-kchorilJ. 
'It 1 a : to cause a fracture in : BREAK 

in the road fractured a spring on the 
TEAR, LACERATE (a blow that fractured a 

to damage or destroy as if by rupturing or 
the newfound unity of the two parties) 

~ himself as he tries to patch up the rifts in 
-Sidney Hyman)' b : to break into pieces 

disorder in (a scream that fractured the peace 
(conspiracy to /"OooJ their sensibilities -Time) 

: FRACTIONAn (by fracturing and dispersing
lrial"po'wer -W.V.shannon) (most world movements 

. have been fractured or assimilated by 
in one way or another -Liston Pope) d: to 

rule) : VIOLAn (declared the 
church and state /ractured by 

many of the laws 0 probability 
to undergo fracture : break esp. 

(under the blow the thighbone 

n, pi fraglloeyto.ses
+ NL -osis] : an ab

presence of fragilocytes in 

[ME, fr. L fragmC"ntum, fro fra~
+ -mentum -ment - more at 

small detached portion: an 
of pottery and /"OooJS that 

N.J.) (enchanting 
/"OooJs remain of the 

Series: Oregon) 
insign,ific:anl (a ~ of silence 

~!~:s)d destroy the cohesiveness 0 the allegory -Harvey 

frag.men.tar.~.lY. \:fragm~n.:tert)le. -1i\ qdv : in a f~a~mentary
manner <the dIm lIght penetrated only /"OooJ tnto the drIftmg mist)

frag·men.tar.i.ness \-ren~s, -rin-\ n -ES : the quality or state 
of being fragmentary (the /"OooJ of our approach and the un
systematic nature of our categories -Anna G. Hatcher) (ex
asperated by the /"OooJ of the facts at my disposal-W.S.Maugham)

frag.men_ta_rism Vfragm~nt~.riz~m\ n -s [fragmentary + 
-ism] : FRAGMENTARINESS 

frag-men_tary Vfragm~n.,tere, -ri\ adj 1 : consisting of or 
composed of fragments (large leg bones, and other /"OooJ remains 

~o:r ae~~h~:sn\s~:~::~rff;i~ ~~~i~INW~i~r~ti~1>(hrs~glic~i
links between certain of the more /"OooJ letters -Robert Law
rence) : consisting of disconnected and incomplete parts (had
only a /"OooJ education) : INCOMPLETE, PARTIAL (~ave only a /"OooJ 

~Cu~~:ntO~/~~~) i(~hii~e~i~w~~n~~a;~r':,~~l~~vbe ~~~i~l~~rc~ 
but /"OooJ evidence so far has not suggested that it is -J.A.Morris 

~. s!~?~ :"~:~.R.R~:)E~w~0~!e3P£h~~~~es~~ ~~~ g~o~le~
-E.R.Bentley) 2: dealing in or being only a fragment of a 
whole (every /"OooJ science of man, such as economics -Edward 
Sapir) 3: FRAGMENTAL 

frag.men·tate \-,tat\ vb -ED!-ING!-S [back-Iormation fro 

{.';~~':ri:~~~]M~~I~~e(:b!~t~:r~e~~~ee~c~ e~~!~:;v:~~s:::~h; 
engines were all fra,mentating -David .Beaty) (permits the 
... artist to /"OooJ a smgle small idea into a limitleSs string of 
daily episodes ---C.W.Morton)

frag-men-ta-tion \,,.,.Itish~n\ n -s [F, fro fragmenter to 
divide into fragments (fr. fragment, n.• fro L jragmentum) + 
-ation] 1: the act or process of fragmentating or fractionating 
or the state of bein~ fragmentated or fractionated (the con
stant ~ of landholdings -J.H.Steward) (cried for the - of 
India -Time) (the growing /"OooJ of the corporation into a multi 
tude of divisions and departments -W.H.Wbyte) : the act or 
~rocess of making fragmentary or the state of becoming or 

i~irn~!i~gb1:~~a:%e~~~~~~~}e~~i~~r Rcld~u~tf ~~~~~~1~a~i~~ 
~/l~f:~r~~i-;;,F~A~~~~)A~~:r;~lo~~:tf;a!~pw~~ t~h~~t~ri~~cinn;~ 
numerous and widely scattered fragments (as of a rragmenta
tion bomb) 2: the fragments from the fragmentation of a 
shell, grenade, or bomb <the explosion rained all about/"OooJ 

them) 3: disorganization of mind or behavior: a breakdown 
of the usual pattern of thought or action 

fragmentation bomb or fragmentation shell n : a bomb or 
shell whose relatively thick casing is splintered upon explosion 
and thrown in fragments in aU directions at high speed and 
temperature

trag.ment.lst \'fragmont:lst\ n -s tG, fro fragmen, (fr. L 
fragmentum) + -1st] : a writer of a literary (ragment

frag-ment.iza.tion \,fragm~nt':'"zash~n\ n -s : the act or 
process or fragmentizmg or the state of bein~ fragmentized 
(up in arms against a /"OooJ or their native land -Sidney Wallach)

trag.ment_ize Vfra~m~n·ltiz\ vb -EO/-INO/-S vt : to break up 
or apart or into pieces, sections, or (ragments : FRACTION. 
FRACTIONATE Ib (the barriers or race, color. nationality, 

~O~~rm!co:fdi~ih~ii~ra~ i:l!~~eaM~n~~I;>ic~ i~~Otlgfill~~r~ 
: break up or separate into pieces, parts, or fragments (watched 
the bridge ~ belore his eyes)

fra.grance \'fragron(t)s\ n -s [F or L; F, fro L fragrantia, fro 
fragrant·.fragrans + -ia -y] 1: the Quality or state of having a 

<~he:~o~lA~a!~~~)o(~h~ ~s:reb~I::~>r 21:a;~n~~e::t'~~;1l~~ 
pleasing odor esp. delicate or evanes::ent (a /"OooJ not unpleasant 
to the nostrils) b: the odor of perrume. cologne. or toilet 
water (as close as /"OooJ clings to a woman's robe -John Gals
worthy) 3 a : a quality resembling a perfume (as in pleasant
ness, delicacy. or evanescence or in seeming to be an emana
tion) (a relationShip that gave something of /"OooJ to an occupa
tion much in need of it -L.C.Douglas) (she inhaled the sharp 

/"OooJ of those days -Maurice Hewlett> (to handle a first edition 
of Montaigne ... was not without its poetic /"OooJ -H.J.Laski) 
b : something having such a quality (literature represents the 
- of culture -W.P.Webb) 
syn FRAGRANCE. PERFUME, SCENT, INCENSE. REDOLENCE, and 

BOUQUET agree in signifying a sweet or pleasant odor. FRA
GRANCE usu. suggests the odor of flowers or a like pleasing and 
usu. delicate emanation (the soft wind from across the bayou 
brought in the garden fragrance -Stark Young) (their subtle 
fragrance of sandalwood. aloes. musk, cassia. and sweet 
calamus -Elinor Wylie) (none can resist the fragrance of 
pines. firs, and spruces in the forest -A.C.Morrison) PERFUME 

l!::!eJ:d~~:: ~~oo~ :~:~~~~~nf;i~~I~in~~h;b~a;ru~,~sU~~id 
~~~~~e~h~~~:~~U~rdb~~k~~J~~~t~afsC;;~~/th~)o~tg~i~~r~~~
perfume of oran~e blossoms) (her perfume was heavy and 
cloying) SCENT 10 being often interchangeable with odor is 
more neutral in its connotations than FRAGRANCE or PERFUME. 
but in being also often interchangeable with PERFUME, esp. in 

'British use. can apply to the fragrance as of flowers or any 
delicately perceived, usu. pleasant, odor (the still nights in the 
small harbors, with a scent of seaweed abroad -William Black) 
(the scent of the apples -Robert Frost) (a delicate scent of 
apricots lingered in the flask at his side -Elinor Wylie) IN~ 
CENSE applies to the agreeably odorous smoke of burning 
spices or aromatic gums or to any similar penetrating odor. 
often. because of the association of incense with religious rites, 

:~rns~n!h:m:ri~t:a~~Y (th~li:!~~~s:f~rc~~~~e'ff:iS:)at~~~~ 
OLENCE now usu. suggests a mixture of fragrant, often 
pungent odors (the redolence of the forest) (the kitchen 
redolence of Christmas cooking and baking) BOUQUET in this 
comparison commonly applies to the distinctive and esp. 
delicate and agreeable (Mior of a good wine or liquor but can 
extend to any odor, as of a food, suggestin~ this (some of the 
vocabulary of the winetaster has crept 10, like the word 
bouquet, which means smell or scent. and yet is more descrip~ 
tive of what the nose gets from a wine than either smell or 
scent -Mary Mabon) (duck that has been hung a long time, so 
rou can smell the bouquet -Time) (the grateful smell of cook
109 pork grew every moment more perfect in bouquet -Ethel 
Anderson)

fra-gran-cy \-nse, -si\ n -ES [L fragrantia] archaic: FRA
GRANCE 

fra'R;lant \-nt\ adj [ME !ragraun', fro L fragran,-, fragrans. 

K1~<fal~:~~!jr~~r~~e~l] g;vh~~!n~n ci~~!g~n~:~ra~~;rk~~n ~~ 
fragrance (an air with sweetest nowers -H.O.Taylor)/"OooJ 

gr~h~ :~~d;;; ~f ~r~~~h~:reh::,e~~~~ ~e~~~~rl~y~1i~s.~~ 
Baker) (people talk of matters which ... communicate a rich 
color. a /"OooJ sentiment to them -A.C.Benson) - fra-grant-Iy
adv - fra.R;lant.ness n -ES 

fragrant balm n: 1: OSWEOO TEA 2: BEE BALM 2b 
fragrant bedstraw n : a bedstraw (Galium triflorum) that has 

small white flowers and is fragrant when drying
fragrant goldenrod n : BLUE MOUNTAIN nA 
fraR;lant shield fern or fraR;lant eWf fern or fraR;lant
wood fern n : a stout pinnate-leaved fern (Dryopteris fragrans) 
of northern regions

fragrant sumac n : a sweet-scented sumac (Rhus aromatica) 

eaSily frlgh-tened - used chiefiy-amonB ~hiici~e~·~"i-- ~f ~h'iTdre~ 
lfraik "frak\ n ~5 [alter. of Ifreak] 1 Scot: IFREAK 2 Scot 

: FLATTERY 
2fraik \ .. \ vi. Scot: to make flattering remarks: CAJOLE 
lfrail \'frat, esp before pause or consonant -aO)I\ n ~S [ME 
f rayel,.1reyel, fr.. MF Jraiel, freel, frael, perh. fro {raiel, freel, 
frael piece of a vIDe With grapes attached, alter. 0 ilaiel fiDel 
flail. whip, piece of a vine with grapes attached - m~re at 
FLAIL] 1 : a basket typically made of rushes and used for 
shipping (as of figs or raisins) 2: the quantity (as 32 S6 or 
7 S Rounds) of raisins contained in a frail • • 

'fraIl )"\ ~~j -ER!-EST [ME frele!,reel, frail, fro MF frail~. fre!e, 
fro L ragllls, fro fraE- (stem of rangere to break) + -Ilis -de 
- more at BREAK] 1 a : easily led into evil: morally weak (a 
fiery sermon delivered to all of /"OooJ humanity) b: easily led 
from one's chosen course : lacking in general strength of 
character or purpose (/"OooJ enough to give in if subjected to any 
pressure) 2 a : easily broken: not firm or durable (a bridge 
with constructioa) (a small and ship) b: easily de/"OooJ /"OooJ 

stroyed : likely to fail or die quickly (a /"OooJ flower) (a /"OooJ and 
very old woman) c: unusually susceptible to disease or other 
infirmity (a man of /"OooJ constitution) 3 a (I) : lacking even 
normal strength or force (their voices were weak and /"OooJ 

-Humayun Kabir) (2) : weak and smal1 (his steady, work
man's hands looking enormous around the /"OooJ tube of tobacco 
-Irwin Shaw) b (1) : lacking significant substance (a charm
ing, /"OooJ. breathless book -New Yorker) (smiled a minute '"""1 
smile -Raymond Chandler) (his lyrics are /"OooJ and derivative: 
-F.B.Millett) (2) : tenuous and thm (only ~ hope 01 finding 
more survivors existed -N. Y. Times) (how /"OooJ the barrier 
between civilization and the primal jungle -Oscar Handlin) 

3g~II\~.\ °Ji~~u;~ri~f~~~~~y /"OooJ -M.R.Cohen) .syn see WEAK 

fral.le.j6n \,frH1Ha'hon\ n, pi frallejo.nes \-o,n"\ [Amer
Sp, aug. of Sp fraile friar, fro OSp fraire, fro OProv, brother, 
friar, fro Liratr-, frater-brother - more at BROTHER] 1: any 

c~~e;~~~~~er~fh~~i; ~\~h~r o~~~~sgeCe~s. EF.e/~~:nJ:j[::j!~ 
2 : the tomentum of the stem and leaves of frailej6n resembling
wool 

frail·ly \'fr3l(IJe. -i\ adv [MEfrelly, fr.frele frail + -Iy]: in a 
frail manner (paint scenes of Venice drained of its water. with 
the buildings poised on the oaken pilings that· are their/"OooJ 

principal foundations -R.M.Coates)
frail.ness n -ES [ME frelenesse. freelnesse. frailnesse, fro frele. 
freel, frail + -nesse -ness] : the quality or state of being frail 
(the /"OooJ of the child from birth made her susceptible to every 
prevailing illness) (a /"OooJ of character. a tendency to give up 
easily)

frail·ty \'fra(o)lte. -ti\ n -ES [ME frele'e, freel,e, frail,e, fro 
MF frailet;, frelt'te. fro L iragilitat-. fragilitas, fro fragilis + 
-itat~. -itas -ity] 1 : the quality or state of being frail (declaim 
against the /"OooJ of human flesh): a: INSUBSTANTIALITY (a novel 
marked by /"OooJ of subject matter) b: nNUOU5NESS (the /"OooJ of 
the connection between the two sides of the familr) c: IN

~I~~tTcE~I;::::rivc<t~~e~~~ :~~~~iads ~ t~~c~~~~~~f t;j~~~
ladies) 2: an inadequacy, a fault, or a sin resulting from 
weakness (as of constitution or moral character) syn see 
FAULT 

fraim Vfram\ var of FREMD 
fraischeur n ~S [MF fraischeur, fraicheur. fr. fraische, fraiche, 

fern. of jrais fresh - more at FRESH] obs : FRESHNESS. Ccx>LNESS 
'fraise \'fraz\ n -s [alter. of phrase] 1 or frase dial Brit: a 


noisy confusion : HUBBUB 2 Scot: FLATTERY, CAJOLERY 

: empty talk 


2fraise \ .. \ 'It -ED/-ING/-S : FLATTER. CAJOLE 
'fraise \ "\ n -s [F, lit., mesentery of a calf or lamb, fro MF, 

fro fralser to unwrap. shell (as a bean), fro (assumed) VL 
fresare, fr. L fresa (in the term jaba Jresa ground bean), 

~~~e°1/~~~~rifit: ~~r~b~!l;l~n~::d l~ f~~~if~~a;~~h~~!~~;;; 
r!cfl~~':l~'!,:iW~~ ~ri:v~nsf;l~ootfh~e~~m~fPsJ~ : n~~~~o~;:~~~ 
!~~ ~g~ar:i~f t~~l~:e~h ~f~ic:ne:i~: ~~~l: tool for correcting 

4fraise \ .. \ 'It -ED/-ING/-S 1 : to ream out and enlarge (as a 
hole in stone) 2: to shape or dress with a fraise 

'fraise \ ""\ n -s [F, strawberry. fro OF fraise, jrese, irreg. (perh. 
influence of the -s- in framboise raspberry) (r. LLfraga, fro L, 

~lrac;.!/:~ubiJss~~/~ft!~a:~t :d~s8~~~li~~edefr~e~e~t~l~oqnu~f~il 
- called also fraser 2: strawberry color 

frake "frak\ n -s [prob. native name in Africa] : L1MBA 
lfrak-tur also frac.tur \frltk'tu(;))r, -u~\ n -s usu cap [G 
fraktur (formerly $pelled jractur). an ornate kind of hand
writing developed In the 16th cent.• fraktur. fro L fractura 
action of breaking; fro the curlicues that broke up the con
tinuous line of a word - more at FRAcrURE] : a German 
style of black-letter text type

'fraktur or fraktur painting var of FRAcruR 
fram \'fram\ vb frammed; frammed; frammlng; frams 

[origin unknown] South & Midland: POUND. BEAT 
fram.able or frame.able \ 'framobol\ adj : capable of being 

framed
fram.be.sia also fram.boe.sta \fram'bezh(e)o. -ze:.\ n -s 
[NL, fro F framboise raspberry; fro the raspberry appearance 
of the excrescences] : YAWS 

fram.boise \frH"'bwaz\ n -s [F, fro OF, prob. modif. (perh. 
influenced by the f- in fraise strawberry) of a WGrnc word 

3rftrb;~~b~!;, .!?t f:,r:a;:~hfstg:icc~G~~ c~';p~U:da:h~;e 
~~~t ~ohn~!~t~~~~~~r~~~ssti~~~~tbfs ?e~::s~~~;dab~r~mbe~r~~~~~ 
OHG beri - more at BRCX>M, BERRY] 1 : raspberry color 
2 : raspberry brandy usu. unsweetene~ . 

lframe \"fram\ vb -EO/-ING/-S [MEframlen.framen to beneht, 
comfort, construct, fr: OE framian, fromian to avail, benefit. 
make progress; akin to OFris framia to carry out. further, OS 
giframlin, ON frama. all fr. a prehistoric WGrnc-NOme verb 
derived fr. a word represented by ON fram forward - more 
at FROM] vi 1 a obs : to get on : FARE b archaic: PROCEED. 
GO (/"OooJ upstairs and mak~ little din -E~iJy Bronti!) .2 a now 
dial Eng: to show promise and adaptability b archaIc: CON
TRIVE. MANAGE - 'It lobs: to prepare (wood) for a building 
(as by hewing out timbers) 2 a : PLAN, ~EV!SE, C0!"'TRIVE 
(the committee /ramed a new method of achieVing thelr pur

C~i~~s ~r~;~ f~;~ e~g:e~s~~cne~ti;n:O~~i;:in1a("W~~if~e ~~h! 
specific problems ... are still the persistent and central.pr?b

hei~:e~~fn~l~:~~Xli~~~~t~o~:)h(~~~ ~~lg~~~c~~rth~ he:~~! 
failure is framed in the plaint of that ubiquitous figure of 
Italian life. the sorrowing mother --C.W.White) c: SHAPE. 

~::i:!O:i ~~:::i~;;; :ofl,.~~e,:r~so:oC\~>;oiv~Ab'yE'~~;~1R~n~~~
the plain alternative of yes or no -N.H.Snauh) d: IN
VENT FABRICATE (framed a series of new characters for a 
radio' drama series) (framed a device for eliminating rattles !n 
a car) e: CONCEIVE, IMAOINE (could not /"OooJ the man 10 
my mind from the inadequate description) f: to make a 
draft of or draw up (as a law or constitution) (/"OooJ a plan for 
combating inflation -Current B;og.) (it was once my duty to 
/"OooJ a case a~ainst a manifest thief -R.~ .Chapma!l) (!1 subcom
mittee which framed the so-called tIdelands 011 bill -W.A. 
Clark) (when the Bolshe\o·iks· five-year plan was being framC"d 
-G.N.S.Raghavan) 3: to fit or adjust esp. to something or 
for an end : REOULATE, ARRANliE (and my face to all/"OooJ 

occasions -Shak.) (the professional training is framed to 
teach the student what children are like at different stages
-ChoicC" of CarC"C"rs: Local GOI"t) <he framC"d his model e~or
dium to the middle-class youth in these words -Roy LeWIS & 
Angus Maude) (required to pass tests which are jramed to be 
within the power of a normal girl at each stage of her growth 
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frame 
-Girl Guiding & Th~ Church) 4; to bring about : CAUSE. 
PRODUql (fear -s dls\>rder and dlSorder wounds -Shak.)
(struggling to "" an alliance to secure southeast Asia -Ben~ 
jamin Welles) 6 archaic: to give direction to : start out on 
(a journey) 6: to put together the frame of : construct by
fittmg and uniting the parts of the skeleton of (a structure) 

~::::::: t~ ~u:ta~pSl;fIa~~::,..!ns~t~:':.:'td~~;;r.;~ lful'le 
Series: Wash.) (framed a boat in the cellar and completed it 
outside>; specij : to erect the frames of (a ship) on tlie build
ing ways 7 a : UTTERJ ARTICULATE (Jramed a reply in words 
as flattering as the question) b: to form the mouth and lips
into the form f but without making a vocal sound 

e1 re pleased to see you" -Richard 

uttered it -Zane Grey) 8 a : to provide witb a frame: en
close in a frame (~a picture); also: to enclose as if in a frame 
(a face jramed in a wealth of auburn hair) (he had had the 

• at a height of about 15 feet, by slender 
y and various nond~Pt plants -Douglas 

Fitzgerald) b: to serve as a frame for (the Window framed a 
view of the lake) 9: to run (crutched soap) into a frame to 
cool and solidify 10 a : to devise falsely (as a criminal charge 

~lj~th~~n.':.oc;R~.;n~~.t-;;i:hc:' 'b~int~ ~:::~~~t'h!"e~1: 
dence against (an innocent man) so that a verdict of guilty is 
assured (many of the so-called anarchists ..• had been framed 

s -F.P.Adams> (innocent women 
by a ring consisting of police officers, 
a, and lawyers -Morris Ploscowe)

IJ : to prearrange (as a contest or an incrimination) so that a 
articular outcome is assured (the wrestling matches were 
ram.d) often used with up 11: to bring (a projected

into register with the aperture of a motion-picture 
r sO that the horizontal frame line does not appear On 
n SYII see BUILD, COIITRIVE 

2 \"\ n -8 [ME, fr. framlen, framen, v.] 1 a archaic 
: something composed of parts
fitted tog.ther and united 

b archaic : BUILDINO; esp : a 

wooden building c: th. 

form in wbich something is 

fashioned : SYSTEM (a ~ of 


g~dei~ry;~~a&'':.1:~:.i:.'r~ 
produce certain works thaI 

call for a small ~ -Howard 

Taubman); esp : tbe bodily 

structure : the physic:a1 c~m... quilting frame 

strucHon or constltutlon 
: BODY, FlOURE (be is distinctlY9 almost nobly handsome, with 
stalwart ~ -S.H.Adams> (sobs swept at Intervals through 

~~;;i ~~~~~~e-;:-~n~:p~(b'!1~;e ~:h'i~it,:o"J:~~~ 
or earth received her ~ -Isaac Watts} e: a standardized 
form or shape (the artistry of a low comedian .•. stands out 
in splendid relief from the 

er constituents of the whole of which it is 
onlY the steel ~ of the building standing) 

c: a basiC structural unit onto or into which other constituents 

~~ai:~a~::1:fi!~e'h~o:w£~h~fl ~~~c~i0; h!:!'d:~c~l!~ 
serves as a mounting for the barrel and operating parts of the 
arm - compare REC£lVEl\ (2) : any of the skeleton structures 

of a ship - see CANT FRAME. SQUARE 

s~: ~:'fh~~~~fa:~rf~rf.O:rti~!ll~i 
an airplane d dial: an emaciated person or animal: SKELETON 
3 a : an open case or structure made for admittingJ enclosing. 
or supporting something (as one that encloses a window, 
door, or picture) b: something on, in. or across which 
something .lse~is heidI or stretched: as (I) archaic : LOOM 3 
(2) : a machine built upon or within a framework and 
used esp. in manufacture of yarn and textiles (a spinning -)
(3) : an adjustable structure of four bars forming an open 
square or rectangle for holding cloth (as for embroidery or 
quilting) - compare CURTAIN STRETOIER (4) : a rack used in 
carpet manufacturing for holding yarn packages used in the 
pile c: a foundry molding box or flask that being filled with 
sand around a pattern serves as a mold for castings d: the 
covered lattice structure used on the arms of a windmill 
e...;.J.be skeleton structure supportinlf the boiler and machinery

15'ra'1ocomotive upon its wheels or either of the two structures 
containing the axle boxes and supporting the upper part of an 
electric car f: a structural Unit in an automobIle chassis 
supported on the axles and supporting the rest of the chassis 
and the body g: the rib. and stretcbers of an umbrella or 
similar structure with a fabric covering ]I: an openwork
wooden structure usu. enclosing a sheet of foundation placed
in a beehive to encourage bees to build honeycomb in an 
orderly fashion 1: a board for holding coins, medals, or 
stamps on el<hibition j: a stand to support printers' type 
cases k (I) : SAW GATE (2) : a fiece shaped like a yoke and 
resembling a saw gate ~be """-' 0 a rnicrometer> (the ~ of a 

f.;;;~:~e Me:~:::~or ~~~~'1f~:".FnJa;oli3~~~:I:llt~~~~ 
soap in soap manufacture m (I) : a part of a pair of glasses
that holds one of the lenses (2) frames pi: the constituent of 
• pair of glass.. other than the lenses 4 a obs : the act of 
framin ting~ or devising b archaic : the manner or 
metho ned 6 a : a particular 
state or (left the sbop in a very 
puuled b archaic : attitude of 

• D (we have sent him to 

border: 

a stamp


around boxed matter in a newspaper (3) : the 

the gate of a motion-picture camer~ printert 


or projector (4) : FALSE PROSCENIUM b: the matter or 

area enclosed in such a border or as if in such a border: 

as (1) : one of the squares in which scores for each round 

are recorded (as in bowling); also : a round in bowling (2) 

: boxed matter in a newspaper; esp : a box of a comic strip 

~3) : one pict the series on a length of motion~picture 


t~: or on a ~Ptr~~s::A~~~fi~ ~~~visi~;o~~le!epr~c: 

ing (as an inning in baseball) d: an ab

. of circumstances or consider.. 


tained. in relation to which tte~ra~e ~giW'ed~fo:h!i~i~swhi~h 

they acquire a usu. particular or a typical significance or 

expression : a limiting, typical, or esp_ appropriate set of 

clicumstances <a joke that can be told ... out of - -James 

Burnham> (within the """-' of businessMas·usual-New Republic)

<the"",,-, of experience in which the American stratepc problem

in the atomIc age is set -H.W.Baldwin) (climcal studies 

carried on within the """-' of our own society and culture 

-Ralph Linton) e: an event or set of events or circumstances 

that form the background for the action of a novel or dramatic 

work (the main """-' of action of the novel is the week of a false 

armistice in 1918 -Catvel Collins) f: a literary device used 

in a story or dramatic work to bring together into a unity

the mat~ter o~ tge story or dr~ma. or to provide a plausible 
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listing or otber scheme to 

elementary sampling units 


3frame \'" also !ramed \ 

1 : an arbitrary set of usu. orthogonal 
. . r motion of a point. 

r with reference to 
. ~ : a usu. systematic 

mores, or values or ari~E[e~~~~r:~U~rn;u~r ~fsf:~~~! ~::;
serving to orient or rove particular meaning (as to a fact, 
statement, or point 0 view) or serving as a matrix for be· 
havior or for the formation of attitudesj broadl}'_: VUWPOINT. 
THEORY (give me SOme frame oj reference in which to discuss 

. • Tlmes~ (each of us views the problem 
limIted irame oj reference -s.o. 

<the most common frames oj reference that the 
term evokes - economic theories or political royalties, s"ccific 
industries or all industries. all foreign countries or particular 
ones -S.L.Payne) b: the characteristics of a ground which 

J.::lli'.~~ce\~~a~!(~>en~ ~e re~c':f~~0u.~~ 'r=~~ ~ai~S\ i!N_ 
~f..~~~'(:;O-~'J,~co~~~~'¥j~~~~a<!;, ~lt~:t:i'~c~~rr:~)
b : a worker Who makes frames (as of bo1<es) or assembles 
framework (as of furniture to be upholstered) c: a worker 
who puts on frames (as on pictures) Z: FRAME SPINNI!Il 

frames pre. 3d sing 01 PRAME, pI oj F!\AME 
!rame spaCIng n : the fore-and-aft distance between the beels 

of two consecutivo frames of a shipg::: n : a~a~::itg~;!;~ ~~r:"l;.~.:1~'f.:i':~~hed 
from mule: RING SPlNNlNO 

frame e tale n [trans. of 0 rahmenerzllhlung]: a 
stOry frame or a story constituting a frame for 
another story or a &eries of other stories 

fr~~~ };;m"';':;~P;;:'~.,:r~~;;.~n:,ct~.:: ~i:~;o~ 
overzealous prolCCutors, avenging witnesses. concealment of 

laterals usu. 

'tOPWORK 


fram.tng \'frlmilJ. -rn!O\ n -s [ME, fro gerund of jramlen,
jram.n to frame more at FRAME] : FRAME, FRAMEWORK (the 
~ of the dormitories is reinforced concrete with buff ..colored 
brick facing -Currenl Biog.) (the huge stone chimner and 
part of the - are probably all that is left of an origina one
rOOm house -Am.r. Guld. Serl.s: Conn.)

framing chisel n : a long sturdy chisel designed for rough 
carpentry work 

fralfting sqUare n : a large carpenter's square graduated with 
scales typically for use in cutting off and notching (as rafters 

f~~~.i';,~;oj !'RAM 
framming pre. pari of FRAM 
fram.mit ,'!ram.t\ var of FREMD 
frampOld ad) [origin unknown] lobs : PmMSR, CROSS, 

VEXATIOUS. QUARRELSOME 2 obs. oj a horse: Fl£.R.Y. SPIRrrED 
frams pres 3d sing oj FRAM 
franc ,'fralJk\ n -s [ME JrD1lk, fro 
Frenchman (in Francorum r'x ki 

on the 14 

la:anold 

French silver 

basic moneta 

Revolution 

unit b: any

Luxembourg,

orig. equivaIe 

C [Alb

Albania 


: a deep pink to purplish pink that Is 
deeper than arbutus 

~~~~~'f :':Jt.a;;'fat;I~!i,;:~~nha~::~b!e~htrs;~i,~~N~n~ 
franchise 

'fran.Chlse ,'fran,ehiz, -rUn- $Ometimes -ilI\ n -$ [ME. 
fro OF, fro franchif to free, fro iranche (fern. of iranc free)
+ ·ls1 ·ice more at FRANKl 1 obs : freedom from servi .. 
tude or restraint :I a : freedom or immunity from some 
burden, exaction, restriction/ or superior jurisdiction vested 
either in a natural or an arti idal person or a particular class 
or order of ~rsons : EXEMPTION compare CHARTER 2b 
b archaic: the jurisdiction over which such a freedom extends 
: the limits of such an immunity 3 a : a right or privilege con· 
ferred by grant from a sovereign or a government and vested 
in an individual or a group; speciJ : a right to do business 
conferred by a government - see FRANCHISE 'tAX b: a con.. 
stitutional or statutory right or privilege; lap: the right to 
vote - usu. used with the C (1) : the right granted to an 
individual or group to market a company·s goods or services 
in a particular territory (2) : the territory involved in such a 
right d: a contract for or public services granted 
by a government to an ) : the 
right of membership
league. (2) : sucb 

r~f~eSli~~~! ~~rt::~~~e~t~e6:g~/c~!~ ~~lre'e:fs; th~e~~~ 
r~~Ui~y~a~ ~~~~~~~~: 6~ C;:-~~);:'~ifi~ai~ ~nn~~:uur~~g! 
fi~mm~to~:i\;'.,'jai~~iI1:bifi~y ~~~eJh!~te:b';~*~ictn;i:e ~:~:~ 
writer aSSumeS total liability b: group coverage insurance of 
fewer than the minimum number of participants required by 
state law for such coverage 

'francbtse \"\ .1 -ED/-INa/-S 
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