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con.stringe \kon-'strinj\ v con-stringed; con.string-ing
stringere] (1604) 1 : to cause to shrink <cold ~s the pores)
STRICT — consstrin.gent \-'strin-jont\ adj
consstru-al \kon-'stril-ol\ 72 (1948) : INTERPRETATION 1 <political ~s
of reality —R. J. Neuhaus)
1cons.struct \kon-'strakt\ v¢ [L constructus, pp. of construere, fr. com- +
“struere to build — more at STRUCTURE] (1663) 1 : to make or form by
combining or arranging parts or elements : BUILD; also : CONTRIVE,
DEVISE .2 : to draw (a geometrical figure) with suitable instruments
and under specified conditions 3. : to set in logical order — con-
struct-abil-isty also consstruct.ibil-i-ty \-,strok-to-'bi-lo-t&\ n —
con-struct.able or con.struct-ible \-'strak-ta-bsl\ adj — con.struc-
2 tor \-tor\ n
consstruct Vkin-strokt\ n (1933) 1: something constructed by the
mind: as @ : a theoretical entity (the deductive study of abstract ~s
—D. I. Boorstind b : a working hypothesis or concept {the uncon-
scious was a ~ that came from the daily effort to understand patients>
2: a product of ideology, history, or social circumstances {privacy is
more than a social ~ or an idea; it is'a condition of the body —Sallie
Tisdaie)
consstruc-tion \ken-'strak-shan\ n (14¢) 1 ; the act or result of con-
struing, interpreting, or explaining 2 a: the process, art, or manner of
constructing something; also : a thing constructed b : the construc-
tion industry ¢(working in ~)» 3: the arrangement and connection of
words or groups of words in a sentence : syntactical arrangement 4
: a sculpture that is put together out of separate pieces of often dispa-
rate materials — consstruc-tion-al \-shnol, -sho-n°l\ adj — con-
struc-tion-al-ly adv
con.struc-tion-ist \-sh(a-)nist\ 7z (1838) : one who construes a legal
‘document (as the U.S. Constitution) in a specific way <a strict ~)
construction paper n (ca. 1924) : a thick groundwood paper available
in many colors and used esp. for school artwork
conestruc-tive \ken-'strak-tiv\ adj (ca. 1680) 1 : declared such by ju-
dicial construction or interpretation {(~ fraudd 2 : of or relating to
construction or creation 3: promoting improvement or development
{~ criticism) — con.struc-tive.ly adv — con.struc.tive-ness r
conestruc-tiv-ism \kon-'strok-ti-vi-zom\ 1, often cap (1925) : a nonob-
jective art movement originating in Russia and concerned with formal
organization of planes and expression of volume in terms of modern
industrial materials (as glass and plastic) — consstructiv.ist \-vist\
adj or n, often cap
1gon.strue \kon-'strit\ vb con-strued; con-strusing [ME, fr. LL con-
struere, fr. L, to construct] vz (14c) 1 : to analyze the arrangement and
connection of words in (a sentence or sentence part) 2 i to under-
stand or explain the sense or intention of usu. in a particular way or
with respect to a given set of circumstances {construed my actions as
hostiled ~ vi : to construe a sentence or sentence part esp. in connec-
2 tion with translating — consstru.able \Hstrii-a-bal\ adj
con-strue \'kin-strit\ # (1844) : an act or the result of construing esp.
by piecemeal translation
con-sub-stan-tial \,kin(f)-sob-'stan(t)-shal\ adj [LL consubstantialis,
fr. L com- + substantia substance] (14c) : of the same substance
con.sub-stan-ti-a-.tion \kin(t)-sab-stan(t)-shé-'a-shan\ # (1597) : the
actual substantial presence and combination of the body and blood of
Christ with the eucharistic bread and wine according to a teaching as-
sociated with Martin Luther — compare TRANSUBSTANTIATION
con-sue-tude \*kan(t)-swi- tiid, kon-'sii--, -~ tylid\ # [ME, fr. L consue-
‘tudo — more at CUSTOM] (14c) : socjal usage : CUSTOM ~= con.sue-
tu-di-nary \[kin(0)-swi-'ti-de-ner-&, konsii-o-, Jtyi-\ adj
conesul \'kan(t)-sel\ n [ME, fr. L; perh. akin to L consulere to consult]
(14c) 1 a: either of two annually elected chief magistrates of the Ro-
man republic b : one of three chief magistrates of the French republic
from 1799 to 1804 2 : an official appointed by a government to reside
in a foreign country to represent the commercial interests of citizens of
the appointing country — conesulear \-s(a-)ler\ adj — con.sul-ship
\-sal-ship\
conesul-ate \-s(a-)lat\ 7 (14c) 1:a government by consuls - 2: the of-
fice, term of office, or jurisdiction of a consul 3 : the residence or of-
ficial premises of a consul
consulate general n, pl consulates general (1865) : the residence,
office, or jurisdiction of a consul general
consul general n, p/ consuls general (1753) : a consul of the first
rank stationed in an important place or having jurisdiction in several
places or over several consuls
1con.sult \kon-'solt\ vb [MF or L; MF ¢ Iter, fr. L Itare, freq. of
consulere to deliberate, counsel, consult] v¢ (1527) 1 : to have regard
to : CONSIDER 2 a: to ask the advice or opinion of {~ a doctor) b
+ to refer to {~ a dictionary) ~ vi 1:to consult an individual 2:to
deliberate together : CONFER 3 : to serve as a consultant — con-
sult-er n
2con-sult \ken-'salt, 'kin-\ # (1560) : CONSULTATION
con-sulstan-cy \kon-'sal-t°n(t)-sé\ #, pl -cies (1955) 1 : CONSULTA-
TION 2 : an agency that provides consulting services 3 : the position
of a consultant
con.sul-tant \ken-'sol-t°nt\ n (1697) 1 : one who consults another 2
+ one who gives professional advice or services : EXPERT — con-sul-
tant-ship \-;ship\ #
con-sul-tastion \kin(t)-ssl-'ta-shan\ n (15c) 1 : COUNCIL, CONFER-
ENCE; specif : a deliberation between physicians on a case or its treat-
ment 2 : the act of consulting or conferring
con-sulstative \kon-'sal-to-tiv, tian()-sal-,ta-tiv\ adj (1583) : of, relat-
ing to, or intended for consultation : ADVISORY {a ~ committee) <a
~ documenty
con-sult-ing \kon-'sal-tin\ adj (1801) 1 : providing professional or ex-
pert advice {a ~ architect) 2 1 of or relating to consultation or a con-
sultant {the ~ room of a psychiatrist)
conesul-tive \kon-'sal-tiv\ adj (1616) : CONSULTATIVE
con-sul-tor \ken-'sol-tor\ n (1520) : one who consults or advises; esp
+ an adviser to a Roman Catholic bishop, provincial, or sacred congre-
gation
1con-sum-able \kon-'sii-mo-bal\ adj (1641) :
2 sumed {~ goods)
consumable » (1802) : something (as food or fuel) that is consumable
— usu. used in pl.

constringe e contagion

[L. con-
2 : CON-

capable of being con-

con.-sume \ken-'siim\ vb con-sumed; con-sumeing [Mg.
L: MF consumer, fr. L consumere, fr. com- + sumere £0 take
sub- up + emere to take — more at SUB-, REDEEM] v (14c) D
away with completely : DESTROY
a : to spend wastefully : SQUANDER b : USE UP {writing
much of his time> 3 @ : to eat or drink esp. in great. quy, @
sumed several bags of pretzels) b:to enjoy avidly : DEVOUx;\
ies, which she ~s for fun —E. R. Lipson) 0 engage f
GROSS {consumed with curiosity) 5 : to utilize as a cug,
goods and servicesy ~ vi 1 : to waste or burn away : PEgy;
utilize economic goods k
con-sum-ed.ly \-'sii-mad-1&\ adv (1707) : as if consumed :
LY <a baby granddaughter . .. in whom to be ~ interested -
son)
con-sume-er \kon-'sit-mer\ n, often attrib (15¢) : one that cop
a : one that utilizes economic goods i
plex organic compounds for food which it obtains by preyin
organisms or by eating particles of organic matter — com,
DUCER 3 — coh-sum-er-ship \-;ship\ #
consumer credit n (1927) : credit granted to an individual
f consumer goods or to defray personaj
1 (1890) : goods that directly satisfy hy;
cON-sum-er-ism \kan-'sii-ma-ri-zom, -mar-i-\ 7 (1944
motion of the consumer’s interests 2 : the theory that an:
consumption of goods is economically desirable; also : a preg,
with and an inclination toward the buying of consumer gao
sumeer-ist \-rist, -ist\ n or adj — con.sum-ersis-tic \kon.,
tik, -moar-is-\ adj
consumer price in
the cost of typical wage-earner purchases of goods and sery
pressed as a percentage of the cost of these same goods and:ge
some base period — called also cost-of-living index ;
con-sum-ing \ken-'sii-min\ adj (1905) : deeply felt - ARDENT
terest); also : ENGROSSING
1gon-sum-mate \'kin(t)-se-mot, kan-*sa
filled, fr. L consummatus, pp. of consummare to sum up,
+ summa sum] (1527) 1: i
tremely skilled and accomplished <a ~ i
H :i)f the highest degree <~ skill) {~ cruelty) — conssu
adv
2gon.-sum-mate \'kin(t)-so-,mat\ vb -mat-ed; -mat-ing (15
: FINISH, COMPLETE {~ a business deal)
. ACHIEVE 2 : to make (marital union) complete by sexy;
course {~ a marriage) ~ vi : fo become perfected — CONLS|
five \'kin(t)-sama-tiv, kon-'so-me-tiv\ adj — con-sum
\'kan(t)-so-ymat-or\ n
con-sumema-tion \,kin-so-'ma-shon\ n (14c) 1 : the act-of
mating {the ~ of a contract by mutual signature); specif': the
mating of a marriage 2 : the ultimate end : FINISH :
con-sum-ma-to-ry \kon-'so-ma-tor-&\ adj (1648) 1:of orn
consummation : CONCLUDING 2 : of, relating to, or beinga
or act (as eating or copulating) that terminaties a period of:us
directed behavior =
con-sump-tion \ken-'som(p)-shan\ n [ME consumpciou
consumption-, consumptio, ir. consumere] (14c) 1 a:ap
wasting away of .the body esp. from puimonary tuberculosis
BERCULOSIS 2 a : the act or process of consuming {~ of
of resourcesy b :use by or exposure to a particular group or
{the document was not intended for public ~) 3.: the util
economic goods in the satisfaction of wants or in the proce:
duction resulting chiefly in their destruction, deterioration;
P formation
con-sumpstive \-'som(p)-tiv\ adj (1647) 1 : tending to cons
H ;f, relating to, or affected with consumption -— cone-sum
aav g
2consumptive » (1666) : a person affected with consumption
cont abbr 1 containing 2 contents 3 continent 4 conti
J continued 6 control i
con-tact \'kin-takt\ z [F or L; F, fr. L, contactus, fr. contingere
contact with — more at CONTINGENT] (1626)
of surfaces b : the apparent touching or
of two celestial bodies or of the disk of one
another during an eclipse, transit, or occultation” ¢ (1) : the
of two electrical conductors through which a current passes
special part made for such a junction 2 a : ASSOCIATION, RE
b : CONNECTION, COMMUNICATION C:an establishing
i bserving or receiving of asi|
signal from a person or object {radar ~ with Mars) 3 :a pex
ing as a go-between, messenger, connection, or source of spec
2 mation {business ~s) 4 : CONTACT LENS :
con-tact \'kiin-takt, ken-\ vi (1834) : to make contact ~:¥
bring into contact 2 a : to enter or be in contact with : JOI
get in communication with {~ your local dealer>
usage The use of contact as a verb, esp. in sense 2b, is acg
standard by almost all commentators except those who wril
handbooks. ;
3conetact \Tkin-takt\ adj (1859) : maintaining, involving, or a¢
caused by contact {~ poisons) {~ sports) {~ dermatitis):
contact binary » (1952) : a binary star system in which ¢t
are close enough together for material to pass betwee
contact hitter n (1982) : a hitter in baseball who seldom s
contact inhibition n (1965) : cessation of cellular movement
and division upon contact with other cells .
contact language n (1950) : PIDGIN -
contact lens # (1888) : a thin lens designed to fit over the.¢
usu., worn to correct defects in vision
contact print n (1890) : a photographic print made with the
contact with the sensitized paper, plate, or film R
con-a-gion \kan-'ta-jon\ n [ME, fr. L contagion-, contagio;:
gere to have contact with, pollute — more at CONTINGENTI!
+ a contagious disease b : the transmission of a disease by di
direct contact € : a disease-producing agent (as a virus) 28
b : contagious influence, quality, or nature € : corrupting
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