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in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.
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to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).
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as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national

security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with

respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of

State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or paten. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that : (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information
Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information
Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to
a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, fo a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need
for the information in order to perfarm a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.5.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, t © a n other federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2804 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e.. GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an
issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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TRAMPOLINE ARENA

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to trampolines, and more particularly, to

arenas formed from a plurality of trampolines.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Trampolines have long been recognized as a source of fun and exercise
for young and old, alike. However, trampolines, and particularly large trampolines, have
also been viewed as a considerable safety risk. As a result, trampolines have been

underutilized in group and commercial recreation applications.

Summary of the Invention

[0003] In view of the foregoing, it is an object of the present invention to provide
an improved trampoline arena. These and other objects, aspects and advantages of
the present invention will be better appreciated in view of the drawings and following

detailed description of preferred embodiments.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0004] Figure 1 is a partially exploded view of a trampoline arena, including a
framework assembly and a padding assembly, according to an embodiment of the

present invention;
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[0005] Figures 2-5 are views of components of the framework assembly of Figure

1; and
[0006] Figures 6-18 are views of components of the padding assembly of Figure
1.
Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments
[0007] According to an embodiment of the present invention, referring to Figure

1, a trampoline arena 10 includes a framework assembly 12 supporting a plurality of
trampolines (not shown) across voids 14 thereof, and a padding assembly 16 overlying
the framework assembly 10 and peripheries of the trampolines. The trampolines
preferably connect to the framework assembly 12 via hooks at the end of trampoline
springs inserted into respective eyes on members the framework. Connection points
are advantageously close enough to eliminate the risk of appendages slipping between
adjacent springs. The padding assembly 16 attaches to the framework assembly 12 via
a plurality of hook and loop fasteners, or other fasteners.

[0008] Referring to Figures 1-5, the framework assembly 16 defines an outwardly
sloping outer wall 20, a deck 22 and a plurality of pyramids 24 extending upwardly from
the deck 22. An access opening 26 is formed through at least one side of the wall 20 by
not placing a trampoline from the corresponding void 14. Advantageously, the
framework assembly is adapted to bear the stresses of arena 10 usage while being
completely free standing. However, if desired, the framework assembly 16 can be
anchored at one or more points to structural members of a building in which the area 10

is located.

CIRCUSTRIX EXHIBIT 1003-0008
IPR2019-00263



[0009] Sides of the wall 20 are supported by a plurality of substantially parallel,
spaced apart, K-frames 30. Upper frame members 32 connect to brackets 34 at the top
of each K-frame 30, tying the K-frames 30 together and forming a top margin of the wall
20. Brackets 36 tie a knee of each K-frame 30 into longitudinal and transverse frame
elements 40, 42 of the deck 22. Bracing 44 extends between midpoints of the K-frames
and the frame elements 40, 42 to add further rigidity and strength.

[0010] At corners 46 of the wall 20, adjacent K-frames 30 are arranged
substantially perpendicular and upper and lower corner brackets 48, 50 are angled to tie
into diagonal upper and lower corner members 52, 54. The design of corners 46 more
evenly distributes stresses throughout the corner than a unitary member underlying the
corner would, and increases available void space for trampolines at the corners 46.
[0011] The deck 22 is formed by the longitudinal and transverse frame elements
40, 42. Midpoints of the longitudinal frame elements 40 are supported by tripods 60 and
midpoints of the transverse frame elements 42 are supported by angled legs 62. Deck
brackets 64 and corresponding support legs 66 are located where longitudinal and
transverse frame elements 40, 42 meet away from the outer wall 20 or pyramids 24.
[0012] The pyramids 24 are interspersed throughout the deck 22, and offer
additional visual interest and more gaming options to the arena 10. The pyramids 24
can also be arranged and used to help route existing building structures, such as pillars,
through the arena 10, while protecting users therefrom. Alternately, the pyramids 24
could be omitted.

[0013] Each pyramid 24 includes four central vertical members 70 connected by

a common top member 72, and four perimeter horizontal members 74 connected by a
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plurality of brackets 76 that also tie into the longitudinal and transverse frame elements
40, 42 of the deck 22. The perimeter horizontal members 74 are supported by
perimeter legs 80 extending from the brackets 76. Additionally, a diagonal member 82
extends from each corner of the top member 72 to a corresponding one of the brackets
76. Dual bracing 84 connected to each vertical member 70 extends to respective
corners and midpoints of the horizontal members 74.

[0014] Referring to Figures 1 and 6-18, the padding assembly 16 covers the
framework assembly 12 cushioning any contact therewith, and inhibiting entanglement
in trampoline springs. The padding assembly 16 is preferably formed from a plurality of
foam pads sheathed in vinyl. The particular padding material can be chosen based on
needs and preferences for a given application. However, a higher density foam,
permitting a lower profile pad, is generally advantageous. Also, where pads abut a
trampoline 14, the edges of the pad are preferably tapered or chamfered toward the
trampoline 14. This arrangement reduces the likelihood of tripping over the edge of a
pad while using the arena 10.

[0015] " The K-frames 40 forming sides of the wall 20 and most of the longitudinal
and transverse members 40, 42 of the deck 22 are covered by generally flat pads 90.
Longitudinal and transverse members 40, 42 forming an outside edge of the deck 22
are covered by side base pads 92 having a wedge-shaped profile with angularly offset
flat edges to allow a smooth transition between the flat pads 90 on the deck 22 and the
wall 20. The upper frame members 32 are covered by side top pads 94.

[0016] At the corners 46, a triangular base pad 96 is arranged between opposite

ends of adjacent base pads 92, covering the lower corner member 54. The K-frames
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40 in the corners 46 are covered by two-piece corner pads 100 extending updwardly
from the junction of the base pads 92, 96. The upper corner member 52 is covered by a
corner top pad 102, similar to the side top pads 94, but mitered at respective ends
thereof to closely fit between the ends of adjacent side top pads 94.

[0017] The pyramids 24 have pyramid base pads 104 similar to the side base
pads 92, but mitered to closely fit at respective ends thereof. Likewise, the pyramids
have pyramid top pads 106 similar tot he side top pads 94, but again mitered to fit
closely at ends thereof. Two-piece pyramid side pads 110 extend between the base
pads 104 and top pads 106 covering the diagonal members 82.

[0018] Adjacent the opening 26, additional vertical padding 112 is included to
offer extra protection for users entering and exiting the arena 10.

[0019] It will be appreciated from the foregoing, that aspects of the present
invention provide an improved trampoline arena that can be freestanding, in which
stresses from the use of the trampolines are very evenly distributed throughout the
framework assembly, even in corners thereof. Moreover, the padding assembly closely
cﬁnforms to the framework assembly, offering excellent protection while minimizing the
likelihood of tripping.

[0020] The foregoing embodiment is provided for illustrative and exemplary
purposes, the present invention is not necessarily limited thereto. Those skilled in the
art will appreciate that various modifications, as well adaptations for particular

circumstances, will fall within the scope of the invention as herein shown and described.
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FIG. 2
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