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PROGRAMMABLE LATCHES THAT 
INCLUDE NON-VOLATILE 

PROGRAMMABLE ELEMENTS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH 

Not applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to programmable latches 
that include non-volatile programmable elements. Examples 
of non-volatile programmable elements are fuses. 

Programmable latches with fuses are used in integrated 
circuits to enable modification of the circuits without chang 
ing the masks used for circuit fabrication. For example, fuse 
programmable latches are used to replace defective memory 
cells with spare cells in Semiconductor memories. 

FIG. 1 shows one Such latch described in U.S. Pat. No. 
4,546,455 issued Oct. 8, 1985 to Iwahashi et al. Fuse F1 is 
connected between the power Supply terminal VDD and the 
latch output terminal OUT. An NMOS transistor 110 is 
connected between the terminal OUT and the ground ter 
minal. Three serially connected inverters 120.1, 120.2, 120.3 
are provided between the output terminal OUT and the gate 
of transistor 110. 

If fuse F1 is intact, the terminal OUT is pulled to VDD. 
The inverters 120keep transistor 110 off. If fuse F1 is blown, 
the terminal OUT is at the ground voltage. The inverters turn 
transistor 110 on to keep the terminal OUT at ground. 

Bypass capacitor 130 is connected between the input of 
inverter 120.3 and the ground terminal to insure correct 
initialization of the latch on power-up. More particularly, 
when the power is off, transistor 110 is non-conductive. 
Therefore, terminal OUT is floating. According to U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,546,455, the terminal OUT may “tend to have its 
potential raised to a logic level '1'. In addition, the terminal 
OUT potential may become “unstable due to the capacitive 
coupling” in the integrated circuit. Consequently, during 
operation, transistor 110 could be off even if the fuse F1 
were blown. As a result, the terminal OUT would provide an 
erroneous Voltage. 

Capacitor 130 is intended to avoid such malfunction. 
During power up, capacitor 130 keeps the input of inverter 
120.3 low sufficiently long to allow the inverter to turn on 
transistor 110 and discharge the terminal OUT to ground if 
the fuse is blown. Then the ground voltage on terminal OUT 
propagates through the three inverters to keep transistor 110 
O. 

It is desirable to provide alternative programmable 
latches. 

SUMMARY 

Some embodiments of the present invention provide 
Simple and reliable programmable latches. Some program 
mable latches are reliable because they do not depend on 
delays such as delays provided by capacitor 130. Depen 
dence on delays is undesirable because delay-dependent 
circuits may not operate properly if VDD rises slowly. Some 
latches are simple because they omit capacitor 130 and 
include only one CMOS inverter. 
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High reliability is achieved in some embodiments by a 

diode that keeps a Voltage on a latch output terminal within 
a predetermined range of values before power is Supplied to 
the latch. In Some embodiments, the diodes anode is 
connected to terminal OUT, and the cathode is connected to 
an external power Supply pin EVCC or to a reference Voltage 
terminal. When power is off, the EVCC pin or the reference 
Voltage terminal is at ground, and therefore the Voltage on 
the terminal OUT is not higher than one diode threshold 
voltage relative to ground (0.65V in some embodiments.) 
The maximum voltage of 0.65V on terminal OUT allows the 
latch to be powered up correctly even if fuse F1 is blown. 

In Some embodiments, the diode's cathode is connected to 
a reference Voltage which is used also in other parts of the 
integrated circuit. The reference Voltage is generated by a 
reference Voltage generator which includes one or more 
pull-down resistors connected to the reference Voltage ter 
minal and to the ground terminal. When the power is off, 
these resistors discharge the reference Voltage terminal to 
ground. Hence, the OUT Voltage is not higher than one diode 
threshold relative to ground when the power is off. 

Prior art latch of FIG. 1 has an advantage that a latch 
initialization does not require a latch initialization Signal 
from outside the latch. The state of the latch is completely 
determined by the state of fuse F1 and the voltages on the 
VDD and ground terminals. This advantage is preserved in 
Some embodiments of the present invention. This advanta 
geously distinguishes Such embodiments of the invention 
from the latch described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,566,107 issued 
Oct. 15, 1996 to Gilliam in describing a circuit that needs an 
external "activate” signal for initialization. 
Some embodiments do not include a capacitor to generate 

a delay. 
In Some embodiments, only one inverter having a pull-up 

device and one pull-down device is provided between the 
output terminal OUT and the gate of transistor 110. 
Some embodiments with only one CMOS inverter and no 

capacitor operate Successfully even without a diode because 
in such embodiments the voltage on the terminal OUT is at 
the ground level before the power is turned on. The voltage 
could drift away from the ground level during fuse program 
ming if, for example, the fuse is programmed electrically. 
(Of note, Some embodiments use laser programmable fuses 
rather than electrically programmable fuses.) However, even 
if the voltage on terminal OUT becomes high when the fuse 
is being programmed, the power is turned off after 
programming, and the Voltage on the terminal OUT is 
allowed to return to ground before the power is turned on 
again. 

Further, in Some embodiments, even if the Voltage on the 
terminal OUT is at a high value immediately before the 
power is turned on, the latch operateS properly due to the 
selection of the trip voltage of the inverter and/or the 
threshold voltage of transistor 110. 

Other features and advantages of the invention are 
described below. The invention is defined by the appended 
claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of a prior art programmable 
latch. 

FIG. 2A is a circuit diagram of a programmable latch 
according to the present invention. 

FIG. 2B illustrates a semiconductor cross section of the 
latch of FIG. 2A. 
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FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram illustrating a reference Voltage 
generator that powers the latch of FIG. 2A. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 are circuit diagrams of alternative reference 
voltage generators for the latch of FIG. 2A. 

FIGS. 6-8 are circuit diagrams of programmable latches 
according to the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 2A illustrates a programmable latch 210 according to 
the present invention. Terminal 211 of fuse F1 is connected 
to a terminal 212 providing a constant non-ground Voltage 
VINT. Voltage VINT is an internal power Supply voltage 
generated by VINT generator 213 from an external power 
supply voltage EVCC received on an external pin 214 of the 
integrated circuit containing the latch 210. Voltage VINT 
also powers other parts of the integrated circuit. Voltage 
VINT is a positive voltage. 

Terminal 215 of fuse F1 is connected to terminal OUT. 
The terminal OUT is connected to the drain of NMOS 

transistor 110 whose Source is connected to a ground ter 
minal. 

Terminal OUT is connected to the input of CMOS inverter 
120 formed by PMOS pull-up transistor 220 and NMOS 
pull-down transistor 230. The inverter input is connected to 
the gates of transistors 220, 230. The source of transistor 220 
is connected to VINT terminal 212. The Source of transistor 
230 is connected to the ground terminal. The drains of the 
two transistors are connected to complimentary output ter 
minal OUT- of latch 210. Terminal OUT- is connected to 
the gate of transistor 110. 

Diode 234 has its anode terminal 238 connected to 
terminal OUT and its cathode terminal 240 connected to the 
VINT terminal 212. When the power is off, the VINT 
terminal is at ground. (VINT terminal is connected to ground 
by a resistor network in generator 213, as described below 
in connection with FIG. 3.) Therefore, the voltage on the 
terminal OUT is not higher than one threshold voltage of 
diode 234. If diode 234 is a silicon PN junction diode, the 
voltage on terminal OUT is not higher than 0.65V. This 
value is below the trip voltage of inverter 120 and even 
below the threshold voltage of NMOS transistor 230 (the 
threshold voltage of transistor 230 is 1.2V in some 
embodiments). Therefore, if fuse F1 is blown, transistor 230 
remains off when the power is turned on. AS Soon as 
transistor 220 charges the gate of transistor 110 to the 
threshold voltage of transistor 110, transistor 110 connects 
the terminal OUT to ground. 

If fuse F1 is conductive, then terminal OUT is at VINT, 
and transistor 110 is turned off by inverter 120. 

During operation of latch 210 the diode is off and thus no 
current flows through diode 234. 

FIG. 2B illustrates a cross section of a portion of the 
integrated circuit incorporating the latch 210 in Some 
embodiments. The Source 220S and the drain 220D of 
transistor 220 are P+ semiconductor regions in N well 242 
in P substrate 244. Gate 220G of transistor 220 is separated 
from N well 242 by silicon dioxide (not shown). The N well 
is connected to the VINT terminal via an ohmic contact in 
the N+ region 246 formed in the N well. The diode cathode 
238 is a P+ region formed in the N well. The diode is formed 
by the PN junction between the region 238 and the Sur 
rounding region 240 of N well 242. 
No external Signal is used to initialize the latch. The State 

of the latch (the voltage on the terminal OUT) during the 
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4 
latch operation is completely determined by the State of fuse 
F1 and by the voltages on the terminal 212 and the ground 
terminal. 

FIG. 3 shows one embodiment of VINT generator 213. 
The output terminal 212 of the VINT generator is connected 
to ground by a resistor network which includes: (1) resistors 
R1, R2, R3 connected in parallel between terminal 212 and 
a node FD; and (2) resistor R4 interconnecting the node FD 
and the ground terminal. 
The pull-up path between the terminal 212 and the 

external voltage supply EVCC is through PMOS transistor 
310. The gate of transistor 310 is connected to the output of 
a differential amplifier formed by PMOS transistors 314,318 
and NMOS transistors 322,326,330 and 334. The sources 
of transistors 314, 318 are connected to the EVCC pin. The 
gates are connected to each other and to the drain of 
transistor 314. The drain of transistor 318 is the amplifier 
output connected to the gate of transistor 310. The drain of 
transistor 318 is also connected to the drain of transistor 326. 
The drain of transistor 314 is connected to the drain of 
transistor 322. The gate of transistor 322 is connected to the 
node FD. The gate of transistor 326 receives a reference 
Voltage VREF generated by Some reference Voltage genera 
tor (not shown) as known in the art. The Sources of transis 
tors 322, 326 are connected to the drain of transistor 330. 
The Source of transistor 330 is connected to the drain of 
transistor 334. The Source of transistor 334 is connected to 
ground. 
The gate of transistor 334 receives a reference Voltage 

VCMN generated by a reference voltage generator (not 
shown). The gate of transistor 334 is also connected to 
ground through MOS capacitor 340. (A MOS capacitor is a 
capacitor formed by a MOS transistor whose source and 
drain are shorted together.) The gate of transistor 330 
receives an enable signal EN. The signal EN is also deliv 
ered to the gate of PMOS transistor 344 whose drain is 
connected to the gate of transistor 310 and whose Source is 
connected EVCC. When EN is low (ground), the VINT 
terminal 212 is at ground. When EN is at EVCC, the 
terminal 212 provides a voltage between ground and EVCC. 

Terminal 212 is connected to node FD by MOS capacitor 
350. 
Node FD is connected to the drain of NMOS transistor 

354. The Source node 358 of transistor 354 is connected to 
the drain of transistor 362 whose Source is connected to 
ground. Node 358 is connected to terminal 212 through 
MOS capacitor 366. 
The gate of transistor 362 is connected to the output of 

NAND gate 370. The output of gate 370 is also connected 
to the input of inverter 374 whose output is connected to the 
gate of transistor 354. One input of two-input gate 370 
receives the enable signal EN. The enable signal EN is 
delivered to the other output of gate 370 through three 
serially connected inverters 374, 378,382. 

In some embodiments, voltage VINT on terminal 212 is 
an internal power Supply Voltage that powerS also other parts 
of the integrated circuit containing the latch 210. In Some 
embodiments, the integrated circuit is a Synchronous 
dynamic random access memory (SDRAM). The voltage 
VINT powers the memory address decoders, command 
decoding circuitry, burst counting circuitry, and input buffers 
Such as clock enable buffer 386. Buffer 386 receives a clock 
enable signal CKE from an external pin and generates an 
internal clock enable ICKE at ground and VINT voltage 
levels. 

In some embodiments, the synchronous DRAM includes 
Several generatorS 213. Each generator is enabled by its own 
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signal EN. Thus, selective generators 213 can be disabled to 
reduce power consumption (in Stand-by mode, for example). 
However, at least one generator 213 is enabled throughout 
the circuit operation in order to power circuits that are never 
disabled, for example, the buffer 386. Hence, the VINT 
Voltage is a constant value throughout the operation of the 
integrated circuit. 

In some embodiments, the outputs 212 of some or all of 
the generatorS 213 are shorted together. However, Some 
generators 213 are Sometimes disabled (in Stand-by mode 
for example) when the current drawn from the common 
terminal 212 of generators 213 is reduced. 

In some embodiments, VINT=2.5V and EVCC=3.3V. 
Addendum A provides transistor sizes and resistor values 

and some other particulars for one embodiment of a VINT 
generator 213. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 show other embodiments of a VINT 
generator 213. In FIG. 4, VINT generator 213 is a voltage 
divider formed by resistors 410, 420 connected in series 
between EVCC pin 214 and the ground pin of the integrated 
circuit. 

In FIG. 5, resistor 420 is replaced by an NMOS transistor 
(a long channel transistor in Some embodiments) whose 
body region is connected to the ground terminal. The gate of 
transistor 420 receives a reference voltage VREF. This 
Voltage is generated by a Voltage divider consisting of 
resistors 510, 520 connected in series between EVCC and 
ground. When the power is off, the VREF terminal is at 
ground, and transistor 420 is off. However, the drain/body 
diode of transistor 420 does not allow the voltage on 
terminal 212 to rise above one diode threshold relative to 
ground. 

Other resistors are replaced by transistors in Some 
embodiments. Still other embodiments use other VINT 
generators, known in the art or to be discovered. 

Latch 210 of FIG. 6 is identical to the latch of FIG. 2A 
except that in FIG. 6 the diode cathode 240 is connected to 
EVCC pin 214. 
Some embodiments include two diodes, with one diode 

connected as in FIG. 6 and the other diode connected as in 
FIG. 2A. Some embodiments include diodes connected in 
series or in parallel between the terminal OUT and the 
terminal 212 or 214. 

In some embodiments, the terminals 211 and 240 are both 
connected to the EVCC terminal 214. Inverter 120 is pow 
ered by EVCC. When the power is off, the EVCC terminal 
is at ground because the integrated circuit includes a voltage 
divider, such as the voltage divider 213 of FIG. 4, to 
generate an intermediate Voltage. 

In some embodiments, diode 234 is omitted. 
Nevertheless, if fuse F1 is non-conductive, the terminal 
OUT is at ground before power-up. This is true even if the 
fuse was programmed electrically and Some charge accu 
mulated on terminal OUT during programming. Indeed, 
after the fuse is programmed (that is, made non-conductive), 
the power is kept off for a while before the latch is used. For 
example, if the latch is part of a Semiconductor memory, the 
memory fuses are typically programmed when the memory 
is tested. Then the power is turned off, and the memory is 
taken out of the testing equipment and Shipped to a cus 
tomer. By the time the customer Supplies power to the 
memory, any charge which may have accumulated on ter 
minal OUT when the fuse was being programmed has been 
dissipated. Therefore, the terminal OUT is at ground. 
AS Soon as the terminal OUT- is charged by transistor 

220 to a threshold voltage of transistor 110, transistor 110 
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6 
turns on and keeps the node OUT at the ground Voltage. 
Thus, even if the voltage on terminal OUT increased slightly 
at the beginning of the power-up operation (that is, when the 
supply voltage EVCC started rising from 0 volts towards its 
final value), the terminal OUT is quickly returned to ground. 
If the power is turned off and then turned on again, the 
terminal OUT is at Zero volts before the power is turned on. 
Therefore, reliable operation is provided. 

In some embodiments, the inverter 120 trip voltage, 
measured when EVCC has reached its final value, is made 
high to ensure that the trip Voltage will be higher than any 
Voltage on terminal OUT. For example, in Some 
embodiments, the inverter trip voltage is 1.6 V when 
EVCC=3.3 V. The trip voltage can be made large by making 
transistor 220 large relative to transistor 230, or by increas 
ing the threshold voltage of transistor 230, or by other 
methods known or to be discovered. 

In Some embodiments, the threshold Voltage of transistor 
110 is made low (lower than the threshold voltages of other 
NMOS transistors, including transistor 230, in the same 
integrated circuit), so that even if the terminal OUT is 
Slightly above the inverter trip Voltage when the fuse is 
blown, the inverter will charge the complementary terminal 
OUT- to a sufficiently high voltage to pull the terminal OUT 
down. As the terminal OUT is being pulled down, the 
Voltage on terminal OUT- increases, the current through 
transistor 110 also increases, and eventually the terminal 
OUT is pulled to ground by the transistor 110. 

In some embodiments with or without the diode 234, 
EVCC=3.3V, the threshold voltage of transistor 230 is 1.2V. 
the threshold voltage of transistor 220 is -0.8V, and the 
threshold voltage of transistor 110 is 0.5V. The trip voltage 
of inverter 120 is 1.6V at the final EVCC value of 3.3V. 

FIG. 7 illustrates another embodiment of latch 210. Fuse 
F1 and diode 234 are connected to terminals VINT and 
OUT, and NMOS transistor 110 is connected to the terminal 
OUT and to the ground terminal, as in FIG. 2A. However, 
three inverters 120.1, 120.2, 120.3 are provided between the 
terminal OUT and the gate of transistor 110. In inverter 
120.1, the gates of PMOS transistor 220.1 and NMOS 
transistor 230.1 are connected to the terminal OUT. The 
Source of transistor 220.1 is connected to VINT. The Source 
of transistor 230.1 is connected to ground. The drains of 
transistors 220.1, 230.1 are connected to the gates of PMOS 
transistor 220.2 and NMOS transistor 230.2 of inverter 
120.2. The drains of transistor 220.2, 230.2 are connected to 
the gates of PMOS transistor 220.3 and NMOS transistor 
230.3 of inverter 120.3. The sources of transistors 220.2, 
220.3 are connected to the VINT terminal 212. The Sources 
of transistors 230.2, 230.3 are connected to ground. The 
drains of transistors 220.3, 230.3 are connected to the gate 
of transistor 110. 
The Voltage VINT is generated by Some Voltage generator 

such as the generator 213 of FIG. 3. 
In some embodiments, diode 234 is omitted, or its cathode 

is connected to EVCC pin 214. 
No capacitor is used in the latch of FIG. 7. 
The output of inverter 120.1 (the terminal connected to 

the drains of transistors 220.1, 230.1) is the complimentary 
output OUT- of latch 210. 

If the fuse F1 is conductive, then terminal OUT is at 
VINT, and the three inverters keep transistor 110 off. If the 
fuse is blown, then terminal OUT is at ground, or is at most 
one diode threshold above ground, for essentially the same 
reasons as those explained above in connection with FIG. 
2A. Therefore, when the power is supplied, transistor 110 is 
turned on. 
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In some embodiments, the trip voltage of inverter 120.1 is 
made high to ensure that when the fuse is blown, the trip 
Voltage will be higher than any possible Voltage on the 
terminal OUT. 

In Some embodiment, the threshold Voltage of transistor 
110 is made low (lower than threshold voltages of other 
NMOS transistors in the same integrated circuit) to facilitate 
discharge of terminal OUT, similarly to the FIG. 2A embodi 
ment. 

Some embodiments include five inverters, or Some other 
number of inverters, connected in Series between the termi 
nal OUT and the gate of transistor 110. 

Latch 210 of FIG. 8 is similar to the latch of FIG. 2A, but 
the Supply voltage EVCC and the voltage VINT are nega 
tive. Transistors 110 and 230 are PMOS transistors. Tran 
sistor 220 is an NMOS transistor. Diode 234 has its anode 
connected to VINT terminal 212 and its cathode connected 
to terminal OUT. 
Some embodiments of the latch of FIG. 7 or of latches 

with five or more inverters also use negative Supply Volt 
ageS. 
Some embodiments use a non-ground reference Voltage 

instead of the ground. 
In some embodiments of FIGS. 2A, 7, 8, fuse F1 is a laser 

programmable fuse made of polysilicon, metal (for example, 
aluminum), or Some other conductive material. In other 
embodiments, the fuse F1 is an electrically programmable 
fuse, for example, a polysilicon fuse which can be blown by 
current Supplied through another transistor (not shown). In 
still other embodiments, fuse F1 is replaced by some other 
programmable element, for example, an antifuse, an 
EPROM, EEPROM, or UPROM cell (see B. Prince, “Semi 
conductor Memories” (1991), pages 762–764 incorporate 
herein by reference), or Some other non-volatile program 
mable element known or to be discovered. 

In some embodiments, the inverters 120 of FIGS. 2A, 7, 
8 are non-CMOS inverters. For example, in some embodi 
ments the pull-up transistorS 220 are replaced by Suitable 
resistors or depletion mode transistors. 

Programmable latches 210 are suitable for use in a wide 
variety of memory and non-memory circuits. Some latch 
embodiments are used in dynamic random access memories. 
Some latch embodiments are used in Spare row and column 
decoders to Select Spare rows or columns. Such use of 
programmable latches is described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,546, 
455 issued Oct. 8, 1985 to Iwahashi et al. and incorporated 
herein by reference. In Some embodiments, programmable 
latches 210 are used to adjust delay times or Select a clock 
signal, as described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,440,246 issued Aug. 
8, 1995 to Murray et al. and incorporated herein by refer 
ence. In some embodiments, the latches 210 are used to 
Salvage defective memories as described in U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 08/840,337 filed Apr. 28, 1997 by 
Li-Chun Li, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,889,414 issued on Mar. 30, 
1999, incorporated herein by reference. 
The invention is not limited by the embodiments 

described above. In some embodiments, transistor 110 is 
replaced by a variable-impedance electrical path which 
includes a number of transistors connected in Series or in 
parallel between the terminal OUT and the ground terminal. 
One or more of the transistors have their gates connected to 
the output of inverter 120 or 120.3. In some embodiments, 
other circuit elements (Such as resistors, perhaps variable 
impedance resistors) are included between the terminal OUT 
and the ground or VINT terminals. In some embodiments, 
diode 234 is a Schottky diode. Other embodiments and 
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8 
variations are within the Scope of the invention, as defined 
by the appended claims. 

ADDENDUMA 

The table below specifies transistor channel width/length 
dimensions (in micrometers) and resistor values for one 
embodiment of a VINT generator 213 of FIG.3. The NAND 
gate 370 and all the inverters are CMOS circuits. 

Device Specification 

Resistor R1 5.6 KS 
Resistor R2 90 KS 
Resistor R3 90 KS 
Resistor R4 6 KS 
Transistor 310 1OOOf1 
Transistor 314 50/0.6 
Transistor 318 100/0.6 
Transistor 322 50/0.6 
Transistor 326 100/0.6 
Transistors 330 100/1 
Transistor 334 100/1 
Transistor 340 2/15 
Transistor 344 2/2 
Transistor 350 2/100 
Transistor 354 2O/1 
Transistor 362 4f1 
Transistor 366 2/70 

10/1 for each transistor 
P = 6/1 (PMOS transistor 
width length), 
N = 6/1 (NMOS transistor 
width?length) 
P = 5/1, N = 2/2 

NAND gate 370 
Inverter 374 

Inverters 374, 378,382 

Each resistor R1, R2, R3, R4 is an N-type diffusion region 
in a P-type monocrystalline Silicon Substrate region biased at 
ground. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A programmable latch comprising: 
a first terminal for receiving a first Voltage; 
a Second terminal for receiving a Second Voltage; 
a terminal T1 for providing a signal indicating a State of 

the programmable latch; 
a programmable electrical path including a non-volatile 

programmable element Such that when the program 
mable element is conductive, the programmable path 
connects the terminal T1 to the first terminal, and when 
the programmable element is non-conductive, the pro 
grammable path does not connect the terminal T1 to the 
first terminal; 

a variable-impedance electrical path between the terminal 
T1 and the Second terminal, wherein the impedance of 
the electrical path is controlled by a signal on the 
terminal T1, and 

a diode for keeping a Voltage on the terminal T1 within a 
predetermined range of values before power is Supplied 
to the latch, to prevent the latch from assuming an 
incorrect State when power is Supplied to the latch. 

2. The programmable latch of claim 1 wherein during 
operation of the latch the Signal on the terminal T1 is 
completely determined by the State of the programmable 
element and the first and Second Voltages. 

3. The programmable latch of claim 1 wherein the latch 
does not receive any latch initialization signal from outside 
the latch. 

4. The programmable latch of claim 1 wherein no current 
flows through the diode during normal operation of the latch, 
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but when the power is off then current flows through the 
diode if the voltage on the terminal T1 is outside the 
predetermined range of values. 

5. The programmable latch of claim 1 in combination with 
a first electrical path interconnecting a first terminal of the 
diode and a ground terminal, wherein during normal opera 
tion the first terminal of the diode is charged to a Voltage that 
turns off the diode, but when the power is off the first 
terminal of the diode is discharged through Said first elec 
trical path. 

6. The combination of claim 5 wherein the first electrical 
path is a resistor or a resistor network. 

7. The combination of claim 5 wherein the first electrical 
path is part of a reference Voltage generator whose output is 
connected to the diode's first terminal. 

8. The programmable latch of claim 1 wherein the diode 
has one terminal connected to the terminal T1, and the diode 
has another terminal connected to the first terminal. 

9. The programmable latch of claim 1 wherein the latch is 
an integrated circuit or a part of an integrated circuit, 
wherein the diode has one terminal connected to the terminal 
T1 and the diode has another terminal which is to receive a 
non-ground power Supply Voltage from an external pin of 
the integrated circuit. 

10. The programmable latch of claim 1 wherein: 
the programmable element is a fuse connected to and 

between the terminal T1 and the first terminal; 
the variable-impedance path is a transistor connected to 

and between the terminal T1 and the second terminal 
and having a control terminal; 

the programmable latch further comprises an inverter 
whose input is connected to the terminal T1 and whose 
output is connected to the control terminal of Said 
transistor, the inverter having a pull-up device and a 
pull-down device, wherein at least one of the pull-up 
and pull-down devices is connected to the inverter 
input, and both of the pull-up and pull-down devices 
are connected to the inverter output. 

11. The programmable latch of claim 10 wherein one of 
the pull-up and pull-down devices is a MOS transistor 
formed in a first Semiconductor region of a first conductivity 
type, and the diode comprises a Second Semiconductor 
region of a Second conductivity type forming a junction with 
the first Semiconductor region, the Second region being 
connected to the terminal T1. 

12. The programmable latch of claim 11 wherein the MOS 
transistor is a PMOS transistor, the first conductivity type is 
type N, the Second conductivity type is type P, and the first 
Semiconductor region is to receive a positive Voltage. 

13. The programmable latch of claim 1 wherein: 
Said predetermined range consists of all Voltages below a 

predetermined value; and 
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10 
when the programmable element is conductive, the 

Variable-impedance path is non-conductive. 
14. A programmable latch comprising: 
a first terminal for receiving a constant non-ground Volt 

age throughout operation of the latch; 
a Second terminal for receiving a Voltage; 
a terminal T1 for providing a signal indicating a State of 

the programmable latch; 
a non-volatile programmable element connected to the 

terminal T1 and the first terminal, the programmable 
element providing a conductive path between the ter 
minal T1 and the first terminal when the programmable 
element is conductive, the programmable element iso 
lating the terminal T1 from the first terminal when the 
programmable element is non-conductive; 

a variable-impedance electrical path connected between 
the terminal T1 and the second terminal, the variable 
impedance path having a control terminal for control 
ling the impedance of the variable-impedance path; and 

an inverter having an input connected to the terminal T1 
and an output connected to the control terminal of the 
Variable-impedance path, wherein the inverter has a 
pull-up device and a pull-down device, at least one of 
the pull-up and pull-down devices is connected to the 
inverter input, and both of the pull-up and pull-down 
devices are connected to the inverter output. 

15. The programmable latch of claim 14 wherein during 
operation the Voltage on the terminal T1 is completely 
determined by the State of the programmable element and 
the Voltages on the first and Second terminals. 

16. The programmable latch of claim 14 wherein the latch 
does not receive any latch initialization signal from outside 
the latch. 

17. The programmable latch of claim 14 wherein the 
Second terminal is to receive a ground Voltage throughout 
operation of the latch. 

18. The programmable latch of claim 14 wherein the 
programmable element is a fuse. 

19. The programmable latch of claim 14 wherein the 
variable-impedance electrical path is an NMOS transistor, 
and the inverter is a CMOS inverter. 

20. The programmable latch of claim 14 wherein the first 
voltage is about 2.5 V, and the trip voltage of the inverter at 
a final value of a Voltage that powers the inverter is about 1.6 
V. 

21. The programmable latch of claim 14 wherein the 
variable-impedance path is an NMOS transistor having a 
threshold Voltage of about 1.2 V, the constant non-ground 
Voltage is about 2.5 V, and the Second terminal is to receive 
a ground Voltage throughout operation of the latch. 

k k k k k 
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