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luffa

lumpenproletariat

luna moth
Actias luna

2. To raise or lower (the boom of a cranc or derrick). [ME lof,
spar holding our the windward tack of a square sail < OFr.,
rob. of Gme, orig.)
luf+fa (6o’ fa, lafla) . Var. of loofa.
Lufekin (laf’kin), A clty of E TX NNE of Houston. Pop.

,206.

Luftewaf+fe (Ionft/vi(*a) 2. The German air force before and
during World War IL [Ger. ; Luft, air (< MHGer, < OHGer.)
+ Waffe, weapan (< MHGer. wifen < OHGer. waffan).]

lug? (lig) ». 1. A handle or projection used as a hold or sup-

Gt g A lug out. 3. Nawt. A logsail. 4. A projection that

clps to provide traction, as an a tire or the sole of a boot.
5. A copper or brass fitting to which electrical wires can be
soldered or otherwise connected. 6. Slang. A clumsy fool; a
blockhead. [ME lugge, earflap, prob. of Scand. orig.]

lug? (lig) v. lugged, lug+ging, lugs. — tr. 1. To drag or haul
{an object) laboriously. 2, To pull or drag with short jerks,
— intr, 1. To pull something with difficulty; g, 2. To move
along by jerks or as if under a heavy burden. 3. To rian poorly
or hesitate because of strain, Used of an engine. —a. 1, Ar-
chaic. a. The act of lugging. b. Something lugged. 2. A box
for shipping fruit or \*cgpm%ics, [ME luggen, of Scand. orig.|

luge (16ozh) #. Sports. 1, A racing sled for one or two riders
lying supine. 2. A competition involving these sleds. [Fr. dial,
< Mcd,i:u. studia, pech, of Celt. orig.] — luge w. — lug’er ».

lug+gage (lig’1j) ». 1. Containers for a wraveler’s belongings.
2. The cases and belongings of a traveler. (Prob. we? +
(BAGTGAGE.]

lug-ger (liig’ar) n, Nant. A small boat used for fishing, sailing,
or coasting and having twe or three masts, each with a lug-
sail, and two or three jibs set on the biowsprit, [< wesan.)

lug nut #. A heavy nug thae fits over a bolt, used esp, to ateach
an automotive vehicle’s wheel 1o its axle,

Luegoesl (I5o-go7s&, lo-), Bela. 1884— 1956, Hungarian-born
Amer, actor known for hoeror films such as Dracrda (1931),

lug-sall (lig’sal) n, Naut. A quadrilateral sail that lacks a
baom, has the foor larger than the head, and is bent ta @ yard
hanging obliquely on the mast, [Poss. < wwgl]

lusguebrisous (lo-gdo’ bré-as, -gyoo’-} adj. Mournful, dis-
mal, or gloomy, esp, to an exaggerated or ludicrous degree.
[< Lat. ligubris < ligére, to mourn.] — lusgu’/bri=ous-ly
ady. —lusgu’bri+ous+ness ».

Tug -worm {lig! wiirm’) ». Any of varions segmented, burrow-
mg arine worms of the genus Arendeols, esp. A, marina
often used as fishing bair. 7]

Lui«chow Peninsula (lwé?jo7). Sce Lelzhou Peninsula.

Lui=sesio (lwé-sinfyd) n., pl. Lulseiio or -fios. 1. A member
of a Native American people inhabiting the coastal area of
California south of Los Angeles. 2, The Uto-Aztecan fanguage
of the Luisefio, [Am.Sp,, from San Luis Rey de Francia, a
mission in S CA.]

Luke (l0k) ». See table ar Bible,

Luke, Saint. 1st cent, a.n, Companion of St. Paul and author of
the third Gospel of the New Testament.

lukeswarm (lgok! wdrm?) adj. 1. Mildly warm; tepid.
2. Lacking conviction or enthusinsm; indiffecent. [ME fewh-
warns - leik, luke (poss. var, of lew < OF -hléow; see kela-1%)
+ s, warm; sce waks.] — luke/warm?!ly adv. — luke/-
warm/ ness i

Luks (liks), George. 18671933, Amer. painter known for his
studies of urban life, including The Sprelers (1905),

Lusle-a (ldo’1e-6’, i’-). A city of NE Sweden on the Gulf of
Bothnia; charcered 1621, Pop. 66,811,

Lu~le«&lv (lgo!le-blv!, lifla-glv?), A river of N Sweden How-
ing ¢. 443 km (275 mi) 10 the Gulf of Bothnia.

Tull (ial) v lulled, kll«ing, ulls, — tr, 1, To cause 1o sleep or
rest; soothe or calm, 2. To decerve into teustfulness, — mir.
To become calm, —au. 1, A relatively calm interval, as in a
storm, 2. An interval of lessencd activity, [ME fullen, poss, of
LGer. on ]

full=a+by {ﬁ'] Fa-bi’) ., pl. -bles. Mus, A soothing song with
which to lull a child 1o sleep. — tr.v. -bled, -bying. -bles. To
quiet with or as if with a lullaby. [Obsolete lufla, word used
in lullabies (< ME lullai < lullen, to Wil; see une) + by, bye
{as in coop-uye).]

Lul+ly (lco-lef, li-}, Jean Baptiste. 1632—87. ltalian-borm
French composer who founded the national French opera.
luelu (I6o/ 1d0) w. Slang. A remarkable person, object, or idea.

{Alteration of obsolete fooly.)

lumebasgo (lim-ba’gs) #. A painful condition of the lower
back, as one resulting from muscle strain or a slipped disk.
(LLat. lumbiags < Lat. honbus, loin.)

lum«bar (lam’bot, -bir’} adj, Of, near, or situated in the part
of the back and sides between the lowest ribs and the pelvis,
—u. A lumbar artery, nerve, vertebra, or part. [NLat, lomn-
bires < Lat lombus, loin.)

lum=ber! (ldm’bar) n. 1, Timber sawed into bouards, planks,
or other structural members of standard or specified length.

2 8 ing uscless or cumbersome. 3. Chiefly British. Mis-
cellaneous stored articles, — v, -bered, -ber+ing, -bers, — s,
1.2, To cut down (trees) and prepare as marketable timber.
b, To cut down the timber of, 2. Chiefly Brtish. To clutier

with or as if with unused articles, — #ntr. To cut and
timber for marketing. [Perh. < Lumser2] — lumfy
— lum?ber=er .
lurn*ber? (It bar) iner,v. bered, -ber«ing, -bers, 1, -
or move with heavy clumsiness. See Syns ar blung,
move with a rumbling noise. [ME lomeren, poss, of
origl.’] — lum’ber*ing-ly ade.
lum=ber=jack (lam/bor-jak’) 1. 1. One who fells ¢,
transports the tmber to a mill; a logger. 2, A shoyp
outer jacket.
Lum=ber=ton (lim/bac-tan). A ey of S NC § of Fayy
Pop. 18,601. g
lumebersyard (lom/bar-yird") 5. An establishmen; t
fumber and other building materials from a yard,
lusmen (I6o/mon) s, pl. -mens or ~mi*na (-ma-ny), 1
The inner open space or caviry of a wbular orgay
blood vessel. 2. Phys: The unit of luminous flux iy f.h
national System, z:q[ual o the amount of ligh giv
through a solidd angle by a source of one candely
radiating equally in all directions. Sec tble at meagy,
3. Bot. The cavity bounded by a plane cell wall, (L5,
an opening, light, Sce feuk-*.] — lu’men-al, lu/myy
Tusmi*nance (loa’ ma-nans) u. 1. The condition or qu
being luminons. 2, Phys. The intensity of light pee
of its source.
lusmienarsi+a (160’ ma-nir/&-5) n. 1. Southwestern
tive candle in a small decorarive paper bag wgighl‘
sand and lined up with others as a holiday decornyig
called regionally faralito, 2, New Mexico. A bonfire
of each house in a pueblo on Christnas Eve, [§
Iiimsindria, pl. of limpyire, lamp. See tupmary,] f
lusmilenar«y (16" ma-né'e) n., pl. -1es. 1. An obje,
a celestial body, that gives light. 2. A person whe
spiration to others, 3. A person who has achieved emj
a field, [ME < OFe. luminarie < Lav, liminire, yo
limen, lemin-, light. See leuk-*.] —lu/mi*nar’y ;q
lu+mi+nesce (I6o’ma-nis!} mtr.e. -nesced, -nesceing
es. To be or become luminescent.
he=mi»nes+cence (I6o’ ma-nés’ans) n. 1. The emission
thar does not decive energy from the remperature of g
ting body, as in fluorescence, and is caused, for exg
radiation-induced excitation of atoms. 2. The light so
lusmisnes=cent (IGo’ma-nésfont) adj. Capable of,
for, or exhibiting luminescence. [Lat. limen, linin., |j
LUMEN + = BSCENT.] ;
Ju=mi+nifer+ous (166" ma-nif/ or-as) adj. Generating, i
or transmitting light, {
lusmi=nos+i=ty (l6o/ma-nosf 1) M..sz -ties, 1. The
tion ar quality of being luminous. 2. Something Lk
3. The ratio of luminous flux ar a specific wavelengdi
radiant flux at the same wavelenggh. g
tusmi*nous (I6ofma-nas) adj. 1. Emitting light, esp. @
self-generated light, 2, Full of light; illuminated, Seel
bright. 3.a. Easily comprehended; clear: fuminol
b. Enlightened and intelligent; inspiring: hamnoses ided
< OFr. humineux < Lat. lirtindsus < limen, lins
See leuk-".] — lu’mi+nous+ly ady. — lu’mi=nous:
lurmninous energy «. The toral radiant energy of light
by a source,
luminous flux n. The rate of flow of light per unit of 1l
the flux of visible Tight expressed in lumens.
Tumis Intenstty n. The lumi flux per solid
meastred in @ given direction relative to the emitt
lume=mox (lim/’ aks) », Informal. A person regarded 3
or stupid, [#]
Tumnp?! (limp) 2. 1, An ircegularly shaped mass or pA
small cube of supar. 3. Pathol. A swelling or smallj
mass, 4. A collection o totality; an aggregate. 5.8
regarded as ungainly or dull witted. 6. lumps. fufor/
vere punishment or tr , 45 an unsp -
b. One’s just deserts; comeuppance. — adj. 1. .F"
tumps: hump sugar, 2. Not broken or divided intd
lsmip payment. — v. lumped, lump-+ing, lumps. 28
put wgether in a single group withour discriminat
move with heavy clumsiness, 3, To make into lumps
1. To became lumpy, 2. To move heavily, — o
(one’s) throat, A feeling of constriction in the thrd
by emotion. [ME lumpe, of LGer. orig.] ‘
lump? {limp) fr.v. lumped, lump «Ing, lumps. /o1
e . 1P
erate (what must be endured); fike it or lump i
tumip, 1o look sullen.] surl
lump*ecetomy (lim-pek”t2-mé) #., {:-‘. -mies. i ;
sion of a tumor from the breast with the remo¥®

amount of surrounding tissue. -
lum=pen (lim? pon, gom/-) adj. 1. OF or relMg
sessed, often displaced people who have been ‘iuﬂf -
sociveconomic class with which they wonld b
identified. 2, OF or relating to the lumpenpr® “,'.‘ #
ish or unenlightened. (< Ger. -Lumpﬂ.uprolrrm‘
section of the proletariat, See LUMI‘FNFED_L}‘I'AR_I:'&‘
lum-pen-proslestar-i+at (lim’pan-pro -6, T

p the B8
. 14 The lowest, most degraded stramam of




 printing plate. — me=chan’i+cal+ly adv. —me-
ol 41+ ness 1.
%,n’ Itﬂl advantage ». The ratio of the output force pro-
| by & machine to the applied input force,
B’Ju(ﬂd cal drawing . 1. Drafting, 2. A drawing, such as an
n,e;ﬂ"“ " plans, that cnables measurements 10 be imcrﬁreler.l.
it engineering . The branch of engineering that en-
’ I"lssﬂ the generation and application of heat and me-
wqﬂl’_" | power and the design, production, and use of ma-
dﬁ"'msud wols. —mechanical engineer n.
S s (mi-kinfTks) o 1. {used with a sing. v.) The
o' Cch of physics that is concerned with the analysis of the
e [ forces on matter or material systems. 2, (used with
50" ol ) Design, construetion, and use of machinery,
s mechanical devices, 3, (used with a pl. v.) The func-
;oﬁ”"I “nd rechnical aspects of an activity.
:Lﬂ"fa.nhm (mEk a-niztam) m 1.2, A machine or mechan-
pliance: b. The arrangement of connected parts in a
il °E':,,, 2. A system of parts that operate or interact like
ot a machine: the mechanism of the solar system. 3. An
hose et OF @ Process, physical or mental, by which some-
i !'fuis done or comes into being. 4. A habitual manner of
i %o achieve an end. 5. Biol. The involuntary and con-
#f“;‘nl response of an organism to a stimulus. 6. Psychol. A
e inconscious mental and emortianal pattern that_domi-
w8 “pehavior in a given situation or environment. 7. The
ace of steps in a chemical reaction. 8. Philos. The doc-
e that all natural phenomena are explicable by marerial
" se5 and mechanical pri '1’ . |MLat, méchani <
“Ln,t_ wdchanisma < Gk. mékhang, machine. See srcnanic.)
I Lasnist (mek/s-nist) . Philos. One who believes in the
Tacurine of mechanism, i .
:h.g-nis'tlc (mek’a-nis/tik) adj. 1. Mechanically deter-
weel A 2. Philos, OF or relating to mechanism, 3. Automatic
impersonal, — mach’arnis? tlecal+ly adv.
Ja+nize (mék/3-niz’) tr.v. -nized, -niz-ing, -niz+es. 1. To
b P with machinery. 2. To equip (a military unit) with mo-
; " yehicles, such as fanks and trucks, 3. To make automaticy
I ender routine o monotonous. 4. To praduce by or as if by
' Jaachines. — meeh’a+nl«zaltion (-nl-za’shan) . —mech!-
iz er 1.
i nhm- or mechan— pref 1. Machine; m'.lchinc;r)': mech-

e

nd

quize. 2« Mechanical: s # apy. |Gk, o <

[‘ wikbané, machine, See macuIng.]

lmm.a-al:l-l:l'lem'I'ci!l ek’ 3-nd-kém/i-kal) adf. Of or re-
Jating te conversion of chemical energy into mechanical work.

i | mech+a+nosre=cep-tor (mek’ a-nd-ri-sépfiar) n. Physiol. &
1 cialized sensory organ that responds to mechanical stimuli

¢ | suchas tension, pressure, or displacement, — mech’a*no-re+

ception . — mech’asno=rescep’tive adj.

. | mehasnosthereaspy (mék’ a-nd-thér! a-pE) ., pl. -ples,

" Medical treatment by mechanical methods, such as massage.

—mech’a-no-therfa+pist n.

b Mechelin? (mik!lin) also Mech+e+len (mek’a-lan, méxn’-) or

i Ma-lines (ma-lénz!, mi-lén?). A city of N-central Belgium

NNE of Brussels, Pop. 77,010,

oy | Mechrlin® (mek/lin) n. A Jace in which the patrern details are

defined by a fat thread. [After Mecow?.]

o | Meckelensburg (mek!lan-biirg’, -bawrk’). A historical region

‘of NE Germany on the Baltic Sea; orig. occupied ¢, 6th cent.

of An, by Slavic peaples.

fe. | meliszing (mék/[i-aén') n. A whitish crystalline powder,

CysHysCING, used to treat nausea and motion sickness.

e |usfravenenzene) + cliju(oro-) + (premajze:]

we, | mrcoenioum (mi-ké/né-om) 1 A dack green fecal marerial

that accumulates in fetal intestines and is I at or near

ol birth. [Lat. mécomiwm < Gk. mékénion < mékén, poppy.]

iy | Mercopeter=an (mi-kap? tor-on) 1. Any of various carnivorous
: | msects of the order Mecoptera, including the scorpion flies,

] characterized by membranous wings and a beaklike head hav-

fan | g chewing mouthparts at the tip, [< NLar, Mecoptera, or-

don | dername ; Gk. mékos, length; see mak-* + Gk. prera, pl. of

| Meron, wing; sce pet-*.] —me«cop/ter+ous adj.

Sexi | Med (mmid) adj. Informal. Medical: med students.

list | Med, abbr. 1. Medicine. 2. Medieval, 3. Medium.

abbr. Master of Education.
Medallelon (ma-di-yon?, ma-dalfyan) w, pl. -lons (-yon7,
. “fanz). A circular portion of food; a medallion. [Fr. See me-
snge | Bty
ol | Medacka (mi-difko) #. A small Japanese fish (Oryzias
< | Bipes) often used in biological research or in stocking aquar-
adi s, ], killfish ; e, eye + daka, high.]

‘al (méd/1) ». 1. A flat picce of metal stamped with a
@mmemorative design or mscription, often given as an
et ard, 2, A piece of metal stamped with a religious device,
mﬂ“:v Wed 45 an object of veneration or commemoration. [Fr.
AP | Médaille < OF. < Ttal. medagha < Vlat. “medalia, coins
yh‘ Yorth half a denarius < LLat. medidlia, litle halves < neut.
e 5 of medidlis, of the middle, medial, See mepms.] —med/al
AR gy me=dallic (ma-dil k) adj.

*al for Merlt (mid/al) . A decoration awarded by the
Nited States to civilians for outsranding service.

med-+al*ist (méd’l-ist} . 1. One who has received a medal.
2, Sports. The winner at medal play in a golf rournament.
3. One who desigas, makes, or collects medals.

me=dal+lion {(mi-dilfyan) n. 1. A large medal. 2. An emblem
of registration for a taxicab. 3. Any of various large ancient
Greek coins. 4, Something resembling a large medal, as: a. An
oval or circular design used as decoration. b. A painting or an
engraving set in an oval or circular frame. €. A circular por-
tion of food, esp. a boneless cut of mear, [Fr, médaillon < Ttal.

dagli aug. of medaglia, medal < Oltal. Sec stena.]
medeal-list (médflist) . Chiefly British. Var. of medalist.

Medal of Freedom ». A decoration awarded by the United
States to civilians for ourstanding achievement.

Medal of Honor ». The Congressional Medal of Honor.

medal play ». Sports. Golf competition in which the toral num-
ber of strokes taken is the basis of the score.

Me=dan (mi-dinf), A city of Indonesia on N Sumatra NNW
of Padang, Pop. 1,378,955,

Med=a-war (méd/a-war), Sir Peter Brian. 191587, British
biologist who shared a 1960 Nobel Prize.

med-+die (méd?1) intr.e. -died, -dling, -dles. 1. To intrude into
other people’s affairs or business; interfere. Sce Syns at inter-
fere. 2. To handle something idly or ignorantly; tamper. (ME
medlen < AN medler, var. of OFr. mesler < VLat. “miscu-
lire, 1o mix thoroughly < Lat. miscére, to mix. Sec melk-*.]
— med! dier (méd ’ﬁr. méd/|-ar) 2

med-+dle+some (méd/|-sam) adj. Inclined ro meddle or inter-
fere. — med/ diessome-ly adv. — med!dle-some:ness .

Mede (méd) ». A member of an Iranian people, closely related
10 the Persians, inhabiting ancient Media. [Ult, < Gk, Médos
< QPers. Mada.)

Mesdesa (mi-dé’a) u. Gk Myth. A princess and sorceress of
Colchis who helped Jason obtain the Golden Fleece.

Me+delslin (méd1-en’, mé’ thé-yén’ ). A city of NW Colombia
NW of Bogots; founded 1675. Pop, 1,473,351,

med=e-vac (méd?T-vik’) n. 1. Air transport of persons to a
place where they can receive medical or surgical care; medical
evacuation, 2. A helicoprer or other aircraft used for such
transport. [Minicat) + Evac{uamon).] — med/’esvac’ v

Med«fly also med+fly (m&d/{li’) ». Informal. The Mediterra-
nean fruit fly.

Med-ford (méd’ ford). 1. A city of NE MA, a suburb of Bos-
ton; settled in 1630. Pop. §7,407. 2. A city of SW OR W of
Klamath Falls. Pop. 46,951,

Med. Gr. abbr. Medieval Greek.

me-di~a’! (mé’dé-s) n. PL of medium. Sec Usage Note at me-
diurn.

me=di+a? (me/dé-a) n. 1. Ling, See medial 1. 2. The middle,
often muscular Jayer of the wall of a blood vessel. [LLar. <
Lat., fem. of Latin medius, middle. See auoium.]

Me-=di=a (me!dé-a), An ancient country of SW Asia in present-
day NW Iran; orig. settled by an Indo-European people and
conguered ¢, 550 B.c. by Cyrus, —Me/di=an adj. & n.

mcal'd eascy (méfdé-a-s&) # The state or quality of being me-

iate.

me-+dl-ae-val (mé’dé&fval, méd’e-) adj. Var. of medieval.

me-disae-valeism (mé’dé-é/vo-liz/sm, méd’e-) n. Var. of
medievalism.

me=dieae-valeist (mé’dé-&vo-list, méd-&-) n. Var. of medie-
valist.

media event #, 1. An occasion that attracts prominent cover-
age by news organizations, 2. Informal, Its central figure,

me-+di-asgenic (mé'dé-a-jen?Tk) adj. Attractive as a subject
for reporting by news media.

me-=di-al (mé’ dé-al) adj. 1. Relating to, situated in, or extend-
ing toward the middle; median. 2. Ling. Being a sound, syl-
lable, or letter occurring between the initial and final positions
in a word or morpheme, 3. Math, Being or relating to an
average or i mean. 4. Average; ordinary, — . Ling. 1. A
voiced stop, such as (b), (d), or (g). 2. A sound, letter, ot form
of a letter that is neither initial nor final. [LLat. medidlis <
Lat. medivs, middle, See medhyo-*.] —me/dialsly adv.

medial strip n. Pennisyluania. Sec median strip, Sce Regional
Note at neutral ground.

me+di-an (mé’dé-an) adj. 1. Relating to, located in, or ex-
tending toward the middle. 2, Anar. Of, relating te, or situ-
ated in or near the plane that divides a bilaterally symmetrical
animal into right and left halves; mesial. 3, Statistics. Relating
10 or being the middle value in a series of values arranged in
order of size, —n. 1,8, A median point, plane, line, or part.
b. Sce median strip. See Regional Note at neutral ground,
2. Statistics. A median value. 3. Marh, a, A line that joins a
vertex of a triangle to the midpoint of the opposite side.
b. The line that joins the midpoints of the nonparallel sides of
a trapezoid, [Lat, medidnns < medius, middle. See
medhyo-*.] —me/di-an=ly adv.

median plane ». A plane dividing a bilaterally symmetrical an-
imal into right and left halves.

median point ». Math. The intersection of the medians of a
triangle.

median strip #. The dividing area between uppgsinbg Ia'nrs oJf

y bcC d,

843

mechanical
advantage

median strip

4 pat oi boy

a pay ou out
ir care G0 tGOK
i father db bdot
& pet i cut

€ be o urge
1 pit th thin

1 pie th this
ir pler  hw which
6 pot  zh vision
o toe 3 about,
6 paw item

Stress marks:

! (primary);

! {secondary), as tn
dictionary (dik’sha-nér’e)

traffic on some highways. Also called






