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endurable
Old French endalle, partly frorn Latininducere'lead
in'(see rnoucr), reinforced by fhe sense of Latin
induere 'pút on clothes .'

en.dur.a.ble /en'd(y)o-ori¡¡c/ Þ adj. able to be
endured; bearabl e: my journey was long but
endurable.

en.dur.ance /en'd(y)o-orons/ > n. the fact or power
of enduring an unpleasant or difficult process or
situatiorì without giving way: she was close to the
limit ofher endu|ance. a the capacity of sonething
to last or to withstand wear and tear.

- oRrc rN late r5th cent. (in the sense'continued
existence, ability to last'; formerly also as
indurance)'. fr om Old French, from endurer' make
hard' (see eruoune).

en.dure /en'd(y)o-or/ > v. I lwlth obj.l suffer
(something painful or difficult) patiently: it seemed
impossible that anyone could endure sucll paitt.
2 [no obj.] rerÌlain in existerlce|' lasl: these cities have
enduredthtough time.

- DERtvATtvES en.dur.er n. 
"

-oRIGIN Middle English: from OId French eiedzrrer,
f t om Làtin indurare'harde n,' f ro m in'' ín' + duru s

'hard.'

en.dur' ¡ng /en'd(y)o-oriruc/ > adj. continuing
or long-lasting: he formed a number of etlduring
rclationshíps with women I an entluríng ¡:roblem.

- DERIVATIVES en.dur.ing.ly adv.

en.dur.o /en'd(y)o-oro/ > n. (pl. enduros) a long-
distance race, esp. for motoI vehicles, motorcycles,
or l¡icycles, typically over lough terrain, designed to
test endurance.

- oRtctN 195os: from ENDURANCE + the informal
suffix -o.

end use > n. the application or function for which
something is designed or for which it is ultimately
used.

end us.er > n. the person who actually uses a
particulaI product.

end'ways /'en(d),wãzl (also endw¡se l-,w\zl) > adv.
with its end facirìg upward, forward, or toward the
viewer: a little town lookin! endways on to the river.
r in a row with the end of one object touching that
of another: strips of rubber cemented endways.

En.dym.i'on /en'dimèan/ Greek l\,4ythology a
remarkably beautiful young man, loved by the
Moon (Selene). According to one story. he was put
in an eternal sleep by Zeus for having fallen in love
with Hera, and was then visited every night by
Selene.

end zone > n. 1 Football the rectangular area at each
end of the field into which the ball r¡ust be car¡ied
or passed and caught to score a touchdown.
2 Hockey the area at either end of the rink, extending
from the blue líne to the boalds behind the goal.

ENE > abbr. easl.northeast.
-ene Þ suff¡x 1 denoting an inhabilanl: Nazayene.

2 Chemistry fo[ming names of unsatulated
hydrocarbons containing a double boncl: benzene I

ethylene.
- oRtctN from Greek -¿r?os.

en éch.e.lon /än'esne,län/ > adj. & adv. chiefly Geology
in approximately pârallel formation at an oblique
angìe to a particular direction.

-oRtctN early 19th cent.: French, literally'in rung
formation.'

en.e.ma /'enama/ > n. (pl. enemas or rare enemata
/a'nemata/) a procedure in which liquid or gas
is injected into the Ìectum, typically to expel its
contents, but âlso to introduce drugs or permit
X-ray imaging. r a quântity of fluid or a syringe
used in such a procedure.

- o Rr c r N late Middle English: via late Latin fronl
Greek, from eiller¡¿i'send or put in,'from eil-'in'+
hienai'send.'

en.e'my /'enamè/ > n. (pl. enemies) a þerson
who is actively opposed or hostile to someone or
something- ¡ (the enemy) {treated as sing. or pl.l a
hostile nation or its armed forces or citizens, esp. in
time of war: the efiemy shot dowtt four helicopters I

las nadifierl enemy aircraft. t a thing that hat'ms or
weakens something else: routine is the eilemy of art.

-PHRASES be one's own wofst enemy act in away
contrary to oneJs own interests.

- oRIGtN Micldle English: from Old French eneø1,
Ît om Latin inímic¿rs, f ro m lfl -' no t' + ami c u s' f r iend.'

en.er.get.ic /,enar'jetik/ ¡ adj. showing or involving
great activity ol Vitality: energetic exelciJe. , Physics

characterized by a high level of energy (in the
technical sense\ energetic X-rays. ! of or relating to
energy (in the technical sense).
DERIVATIVES en.er.get.i.cal.ly /'(a)le/ adv.
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- oRIGTN rnid ÌZth cent. (in the sense'powerfully "

effective'): from Greek er?ergétikos, frcm energeirl
'operate, work in or upon' (based on ergon'wotk')..

en.er'get.ics /,enar'jetiks/ > plural n. 1 the
properties of something in tertns of enefgy.
2 ltreated as sing.] the llranch of science dealing with
the properties of energy and the way in which it is
redistr'íbuted in physical, chemical, or biological
processes.

- DERrvATlvEs en.er.get.¡.c¡st I'jetisist/ n.

en'er.gize l'enar,jtzl > v. lwith ObJ.] give vitality and
enthusiasm to: people werc enetgized by his ideas.
r supply energy, typically kinetic or electrical
energy, to (somethiug).

- DßRlvATrvEs en.er.giz.er n.

en.er.gu'men /,enôr'gyo-môn/ > n. archaic a person
believed to be possessed by the devil or a spirit.

-oRrcrN early rSth cent. (also denoting an
enthusiast or fanatic): via late Latin from Greek
energ]umenos, passive participle of energein' wotk
in ol upon.'

en.er.gy /'enarjé/ Þ n. (pl. energies) 'l the strength
and vitality required for sustained physical or
mental activity: changes in the levels of vitamins can
qffect energy endwell'being. r (energies) a person's
physical and mental powers, typically as applied to a
particular task or activity.
2 power derived from the utilization of physical or
chemical resources, esp. to provide Iight and heat or
to work machines.
3 Physics the property of matter and radiation that
is manifest as a capacity to perform work (such as
causing motion or the interaction of molecules):
a collisíon inwhich no energy is transfetred. . a
degree or level of this câpacity possessed by
something or required by a process.

- oR rcr N nlid l 6th cerìt. (denoting force or vigol of
expression): from French énergie, or via late Latin
from Creek energeia, ftom en-'in,wirhin' + ergon
'work.'

en.er.gy au.dit > n. an assessment of the energy
needs and efficiency of a building or buildings.

en'er.gy ef.f¡.c¡en.cy ra.t¡.o (abbr.: EER) > n. the
ratio of a heating or cooling system's output, per
hour, in British thermal units to the input in watts,
used to measule fhe system's efficiency.

en'er.gy lev.el > n. Physics the fixed amount
of energy that a system described by quantum
rnechanics, such as a molecule, atom, electron, oì:
nucleus, can have.

en.er.vate > v. /'enor,vãti lw¡th obj.l cause (someone)
to feel drained of energy or vitality; weaker-r.

Þ adj. i 'enarvit/ literary lacking in eneryy or vitality: the
enewate slightness of his frailform.

- DERTvATIVES en'er.va'tor /-,vãtôr'/ n.

- oRIG tN early rTth cent.: from La|in enervat-
'weakened (by extraction of the sinews),'from the
verb enervare,from e- (variant of ex-) 'out of'+
nervus 'sinew .'

en.er.vat.ing /'enar,vãtiNc/ > adj. causing one to
feel drained of energy or vitality: the eneruating
humidity of the coast.

en.er.va.tion /,enor'vãsHan/ > n. a feeling of being
drained of ener:gy or vitality; fatigue: a sense of
enervation.

En.e.we'tak variant spelling of ENrwEroK.

en face /âr.¡ 'fäs/ > adv. & adj. facing forward.
- oRIGTN mid 18th cent.: French.

en fa.mille /,àN fä'me/ > adv. with one's family:
Lt)hen they went out en famille, Steven always drove.

- o Rt G r N early 18th cent.: French, literally 'in family.'

en.fant ter.ri.ble /äN,fäN te'rèbl(o)i > n. (pl.
enfants terr¡bles pronunc. same) a person whose
unconventional or contr:oveISial behavior or ideas
shock, embarrass, or annoy others.

- oRlcrN mid rgth cent.: French, literally'terrible
child.'

en.fee'ble /en'fèbal/ > v. lwith Obj.] make weak or
feeble: (as adj. enfeebled) tyade unions at e in an
enfeebled state.

- DERtvATtvES en.fee.ble.ment n., en.fee.bler
l'fêblor/ n.

- o RI G r N Middle English: fi'on Old French enfebllr,
from en- (expressing a change of state) + feble'feeble;

en.feoff /en'fëf/ > v. lwith obj.] historical (under the
feudal system) give (someone) freehold propefty
ol land in exchange fol their pledged service.
6 give (ploperty or land) in this way: the lands were
enfeoffedto the haron.

- DERlvATlvEs en.feoff.ment n.

- oRrcr N late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman
French enfeoffer, from Old French en- 'in' + fef
'fi ef.' Compare with ¡¡o¡rru¡rut.

engage

en'fet.ter /en'fetar/ > v. Iwith obj.l literary restrain
(someone) with shackles.

en.fe.vered /en'féverd/ > adj. literaryhaving or
showing the signs of fever.

en'f¡.lade /'enfð,1ãd. -,1äd/ ¡ n. 1 a voìley of gu¡¡¡o
directed along a line from end to end.
2 a suite of looms with doorways in line with each
other.

> v. [with obj.] direct a volley of gunfire along the leng¡¡
of (a target).

- oRrGrN early 18th cent. (denoting the position of
a mililal'y post commanding the length of a line):
from French, from enfrler'fhread on a sfting, pi€rce
from end to end,'from eø-'in, on'+ tt'thread.'

en.flesh /en'flesu/ > v. lwith obj.l lilerôry give bodily
form to; make real or concrete.

- DERIVATTvES en.flesh'ment n.

en.fleu.rage /,ärufla'räzu/ > n. the extraction of
essential oils and perfumes from flowers using
odorless animal or vegetable fats.
oRIGtN mid 19th cent.: French,fromenfleurer
'saturate with the perfume from flowers.'

en.flu.rane /en'flo-o,rãn/ > n. N¡edicine a volâtile
organic liquid used as a general arlesthetic.
o A halogenated ether; chem. formula:
CHF,OCF"CHFCI.

- oRIcIN r97os: from eir- (of unknown origin) +
FLUORO- + -ANE,.

en.fold /en'fold/ (also dared infold) > v. [with obj,]
I surround; envelop: he shut off the engine and
silence enfolded tlierø. r hold or clasp (someone)
lovingly in one's arms.
2 fold or shape into folds.
DERtvÂTIVES en.fold'ment n.
oRr c r N late Middle English (in the sense'involve,
entail, imply'; formerly also as infold): from en,,, rru-,
'within'+ ¡oro'.

en'force i en'fôrs/ > v. {with 0bj.l compel observance
of or compliance with (a Iaw, rule, or obligation).
! cause (something) to Iìappen by necessity
or force: there is no outside agency to enforce
cooperation betw een the play ers.

- DERIVATTvES en'force.â.bil'i.ty /-,fôrse'bilitè/ n.,
en.force.a.ble /-abal/ adj., en.fo¡c.er n.

- o Rr c I N Middle English (in the senses 'strive' and
'impel by force'; formerly also as inforce): from
OId French enforcir, enforcier,based on Latin iø-
'in'+ foltis'strong.'

en.forced /en'fôrst/ > adj. caused by necessity or
force; compulsory: a period of enforced idleness.

- DERIVATTvES en.forc.ed.ly /-sidlë/ adv.

en.force.ment /en'fôrsmant/ > n. the act of
compelling observance of or compliance with a
law rule, or obligation: the sttict enforcement of
env ír onm ent aI r e gul ati on s.

en.fran.chise /en'frân,cHizl > v. lwirh obj.l give the
right to vote to: a prcposal that foreigners should
be enfranchisedforlocal elections. ¡ histor¡cal free
(a slave).

- DERTvATIVES en.fran.chise.ment n.

- o Rt c I N late Middle English (formerly also as
infr anchise): fr om Old Fr ench enfranchiss-,
lengthened stemof enfÍlnchir, from eø- (expressing
a charìge of state) + franc,franche'free.'

ENG > abbr. electlonic news gathering.

eng. > abbr. r engine. r engineer. r engineering.
r englaved. r engraver. r englaving.

en.gage /en'gaj/ > v. I lwith obj.] occupy, attract,
or involve (someone's interest ol attention): he
plowed on, tryingto outline his plans and engage
Sutton's attention r (engage someorie in) cause
someone to become involved in (a conversation
or discussion). r arrange to employ or hire
(sonreone): Íe was engaged as a tainee copytvriter.
r lwith infinitivel pledge oI enter into a contract to do
something: fte er?gaged to pay them $1o,ooo against a
¡roíd. r dated reserve (accommodations, a place, etc.)
in advance: he had engaged a small sailboat.
2 [no obj.] (engage in) participate or become
involved in: organízations engage in a varíety of
activities | (be engaged in) some are actively
engagedin crime. r (engage w¡th) establish a
meaningful contact or connection witht the teams
needetl to engagewithlocal communiries. r (of a
part of a machine or engine) move into position
so as to come into operation: the clutchlvillnot
eflgoge | [wlrh obj.] he engaged the gears and pulled out
into the road. ¡ lwith obj.] (of fencers or swordsmen)
bling (weapons) together preparatory to fighting.
r lwith obj.l enter into conflict or combat with (ân
adversary).

- oRrcrN late Middle English (formerly âlso aS

ingage): from Erench engager, ultimately from the
base of cnc¡'. The word originally meant'to pawn
or pledge something,'later'pledge oneself (to do
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engagé
something),' hence'enter into å contract' (mid
16th cent.),'involve oneself iu an activity,"enter
into combat'(mid rZth cent.), giving rise to the
notion'involve someone or something else.'

en.ga.9é /,áNGgä'zHã/ Þ adj. (of a writer, artist, or
their works) morally committed to å particular aim
of cattse.

- oRr c r N French, past participle of engøger (see
rncnce).

en.gaged /en'gãjd/ > adj. 1 [predì€,] busy; occupied:
I told him I was otherwise engaged. r Bril. (of a

telephone line) unavailable because already in use.
6 (of a toilet) already in use.
2 having formally agreed to mat'ry.
3 Archìteclure (of a column) attâched to ot'partly let
into a wall.

en.gage.ment /en'gãjmant/ > n. 1 a formal
agreement to get married. ¡ the duration of such an
agreement: a goodlong engagement to giveyou time
rcbe sure.
2 an arrangement to do something or go sonewhet'e
at â fixed time: 4 dinner engagement.
3 the action of engaging or being engaged:
Britain's continued engagement in open tïadingl the
eng&gement of the gears.
4 a fight or bâttle between armed forces.

- oRrc tN early rTth cent. (in the general sense'a
legal or moral obligation'): French, from eÍg4gel'to
pleclge'(see erocrce).

en.gage.ment r¡ng Þ n. a ring given by a man to a

woman when they agree to marry.

en.gag.ing /en'gãjiNG/ Þ adj, charming and
attractive: Sophie harl a sunny personality that was
very engaging.

- DERIVATIVES en.gag.ing.ly adv.,
en.gag'ing'ness n.

en garde /än'gärd, äN/ > exclam. Fencing a direction
to be ready to fence, taking the opening position
for action.

- oRrcl N Frcnch en garde'(be) on guard.'

En.gel'mann spruce /'eNcgêlman/ (also
Engelmann's spruce) > n. a tall spruce fottnd in the
mountains of western North America and Mexico.
d Picea engelmannil, family Pinaceae.

-oRrcrN mid rgthcent.: named after George
Engelmann (t8og-84), American botanist.

En'gels /'eucgalz/, Friedrich (182o-95), German
socialist and political philosopher. He collaborated
with Karl Marx in the wliting of the Communist
Manifestu (1848) and translated ancl edited lvtarx's
lâter work.

en'gen.der /en'jenclor/ > v. Iwith obj.l cause or give
rise to (a feeling, situation, or condition): the issue
engendered continuing controversy. e archaic (of a
father) beget (offspring).

- o Rl c I N Micldle English (formerly also as ingender):
f ronr Old FÍ ench e n ge n dr et', f r om Latin ingener aï e,

fr om in -' tn' + gen er ar e' begef' (see celt rnare ).
en.gine /'enjon/ > n. 1 a machine with moving parts

that converts power into motion. r a thing that
is the agent or instrument of a particular process:
expot'ts used to be the engine of glowt|l.
2 a |ailroad locomotive. ¡ short for FIRE ENGINE.
E hlstorical a mechanical clevice or instrument, esp.
one used inwatrarc: a siege engine.

- DERIVATTvES en'gined adj. {in combìnationl a ¡plrz-
engtned helicoptel, en.gine.less adj.

-oRIcrN Midclle Ënglish (formerly also as lzglne):
from Old French er4gin, frornLalin ingenium
'talent, device,' fr om in-'i\' + gignere 'begèt';
compare with rr'rcerorous. The original sense was
'ingenuity, cunning'(surviving in Scots as inglr¡e),
hence'the product of ingenuity, a plot or snare,'
also'tool, weapon,' later specifically denoting a
large mechanical weapon;whence a machine (mid
lTth cent.), used commonly latel in combinations
sLtch as steam engine, internal combustion engine.

en.g¡ne block > n. see BLocK (sense r of the noun).
en.gine driv'er > n. Brit. a clriver of a locomotive; an

engineer.

en.gi.neer /,enjo'ni(a)r/ > n. a person who
designs, builds, or maintains engines, machines, or
pltblic works. r a person qualified in a branch of
engineering, esp. as a professional: an aeronautical
engineer. r the operator or supervisor of an engine,
esp. a railroad locomotive or the engine on an
aircraft or ship. I a skillful contriver or originator
ot something: the prime engineer of thc appronch.

> v. lwith obj.l design and builrl (a machine or
strttctrrre): the men who eng,ineered the tunnel.
I skillfully or artfulty arrange for'(an event or
stt Ltation) to occtrr'. she engineered anotheï meeting
t't)tthhim. r modify (an organism) by manipulat¡ng
Its genetic maÌerial: las ¿di., with :ubmodified
(engineered) ger? et ¡ c a I ly e ng,i necre d pl ant s.t oRlGrN Middle English (denoring a designer and
c0nstructor of fot tifications ancl weapons; formerly
also as ¡,4gineer): in early use from Old French
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engigneo r', froÌa tnedievaÌ Latin ln$eniator, frcm
ingeniare' conlÍive, devise,' f rom L alin ingeniuffi
(see rrocrrue); in later use from French ingénieur or
lralian ingegnere, also based on Latin ingenium. wirl¡.
thc cn(ling influencerl by -een.

en.g¡.neer.¡ng /,enja'ni(a)riNc/ Þ n. the brarìch
of science and technology concerned with the
design, building, and use of engines, machines, aud
strrrctures. r the work done by, ol tlÌe occupation
of, an engineer. ! the action ofworkirìg artfully to
bring something abouT: if n7t fot"Keegûn's shrewd
engineering, the election wouldhave been lost.

en'g¡.neer.¡ng sci'ence (aìso engineering
sciences) Þ n. the parts of science concerned with
the physical ând mathematical basis of engineering
and machine technology.

en.gine room > n. the room containing the
engines, esp. in a ship.

en.g¡ne'ry /'enjonrè/ > n. archaic engines collectively;
machinery.

en.gine tufn.ing > n. the decoration of metal or
ceramic objects with regulat engraved patterns
using a lathe.

- DERTvATIVES en.g¡ne-turned adj.

en'g¡r'dle /en'ga|dl/ (also engird) > v. Iwìth obj,l l¡lerary

su rround; encircl e: røilroads en!,irdle¡l this tract of
coutltty.

en.gla.cial /en'glãsHê1/ Þ adj. situated, occurring, or
formed inside a glacier.

- DERrvATrvEs en.gla.cial.ly adv.

Eng.land /'iNc(g)lond/ a European country that
forms the largest and most southern part of Great
Britain and of the United Kingclom, surrounded
on three sides by water (lrish Sea on west, English
Channel on south, North Sea on east); pop.

5r,446,ooo (est. zooB); capital, London; language,
English.

England was conquered by the Romans in the
f ¡rst century AD, when it was inhabited by Celtic
peoples. lt was a Roman provìnce unt¡l the
early Sth century. During the 3rd-7th centuries
Germanic-speakinE tr¡bes, traditionally known.as
Angles, saxons, and Jutes, established a number of
independent k¡ngdoms there. England emerged as
a distinct politicâl entity in the gth century before
be¡ng conquered by William, Duke of Normandy. .

in '1066.

Eng'lish /'iNc(g)lisFl/ > adj. of or relating to England
or its people or language.

Þ n. 1 the West Germanic language of England,
now widely used in many varieties throughout the
wot'ìtl.
2 (as pluraì noun the Engl¡sh) the people of England.
3 spÍn given to a ball, esp. in pool ot billiarcls.

Englìsh is the principal language of Great Biìtain; '

the US, Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
and many other countries. There are some 400
million native speakers, and it is the med¡um of
communication for many millions more; it is ihe
most widely used second languêge in the world.
It belongs to the W€st Germanic group of lndo-
European Ianguages though its vocabulary has
been much influenced by old Norse, Norman
French, and Latin.

- DERIvATIvES Eng.lish.man n. (pl. Englishmen),
Eng.lish'ness n., Eng'l¡sh.ûom.an n. (pl.

Englishwomen).
- oRrctN Otd English Eøglisc (see ANGLE, -rsH'). The

word originally denoted the early Germânic settlers
of Britain (Angles, Saxons, and Jutes), or their
language (now called oLD ENGUsH).

Eng.lish bond > n. Building a boncl used in brickwork
consisting of alternate courses of stretchers and
headers.

Eng'lish break.fast (also full English breakfast)
> n. â substantial breakfast including hot cooked
food such âs bacon and eggs.

Eng.lish Ca.na.di.an > n. a Canaclianwhose
principal language is English.

> adj. of or relating to English-speaking Canadians.

Eng.lish Chan.nel a sea channel that separates
southern England from northern France. lt is
22 miles (35 km) wide ât its narrowest point. A
railroad tunnel (the Channel Tunnel) underneâth
the channel opened in 1994.

Eng.lish Civ.il War the war between Chatles I and
his Parliarnentary opponentsr L642-49.

Civil war broke out after Charles refused to accede
to a sèries of demands made by Parliament. The
kinq's forces (the Royalists or Cavalìers) were
decisively defeated by the Parliamentêry forces.(or
Roundheads) at the Battle of Nôseby (1645), and
an attempt by Charles to regain power in alliance

engross

with thê Scots was defeated in '1648. charles
himself was tried and executed by Parliament in
1 649.

Eng.lish horn Þ n. |\ilusic an alto
woodwind instrument of the oboe
family, having a bulbous belì and
sounding a Rlth lower than the oboe.

Eng.lish i.vy > n. see rvv.
Eng'lish muf'f¡n > n. a flat circular

spongy bread loll made from yeast
dough and eaten split, toâsted, ând
buttered.

Eng.lish mus.tard > n. a kind of
mustard made from mustard seeds
milled to a powder, having a very hot
taste and typically bright yellow in
color.

Eng.lish Pale (also the Pale) that pârt
of lreland over which England exercised
jurisdiction before the whole country
was conquered. Centered in Dublin,
it varied in extent at different times
from the reign of Henry lI until the full
conquest under Elizabeth l.

_ORIGIN PaIC fTon,l PALE,.

Eng'lish set.ter > n. a setter of a bleed
of dog with a long white or partly white
coat.

English horn

Eng.lish son.net > n. another term for Euzneersn¡¡
5O N NET.

Eng.lish spar'row > n. another term for xouse
SPARROW.

Eng.lish spring.er > n. (usu. English springer
spaniel) see sPRTNGER (sense r).

en.globe /en'glob/ > v. lwith obj.] literary enclose in or
shape into a globe.

en.gorge /en'gôrj/ > v. I fwith Obj.l cause to swell
with blood, water, or another fluidi the tiver was
engoryedby a day-long deluge.
2 (engorge oneself) archaic eat to excess.

- DERIVATIVES en.gorge.ment n.

- oRrcrN late 15th cent. (in the sense'gorge; eat or
fill to excess'): from OId French engorgier'feerl lo
excess,'from etr-'into' + golge'throat.'

engr. > abbr. ¡ engineer. r engravecl. ! engraver.
r engravrng.

en.graft /en'graft/ (also ingraft) Þ v. another term
foL cna¡r'.

- DËRtvATlvES en'graft'ment n.

en.gra¡led i en'grãlct/ > adj. chiefly Heraldry having
semicircular indentations along the eclge. Compare
with lr'¡vecr¡o.

en.grain /en'grãn/ > v. variant spelling of trucnntru.

en.grained /en'grãnd/ > adj. variant spelling of
I NG RAI N ED.

en'gram i 'engram/ > n. a hypothetical permanent
change in the brain accounting for the existence of
memory; a memory tface.

- DERIVATIvEs en'gram.mat.ic /,engra'matik/ adj.

- o RI G t N early zoth cent.: coined in German from
Greek en -'within' + gtomma'leffer of the alphabet.'

en.grave leî'gravl > v. lwìth obj.] (usu. be engraved)
cut or carve (a text or design) on the sttrface of a

hard object: rny name was engtaved on the ting. a cLLr

or carve a text or design on (such an object). ¡ cut
(a design) as lines on a metal plate for printing.
r (be engraved on or in) be permanently fixed in
(one's memory or mínd): the image would be forcver
engraved in his memot'y.

- PHRASES be engraved ¡n stone see sroNE.
- DERIVATIVES en.grAv.er n.

- o RI G I N late 1 5th cent. (formerly also as ingtave):
from ENr, tNJ 'in, on' + cnnve', influenced by
obsolete French engrqver.

en.grav.¡ng /en'grãviNc/ > n. a print made from
an engraved plate, block, or other sut face. ¡ the
process or art of cutting or caÌving a design on a
hard surface, esp. so as to make a print.

en.gfoss /en'gros/ > v. lwith obj.] 1 absorb all the
attention or interest of: the notes totLlly englossed
him. a archaic gain or keep exclusive possession of
(something): the countty had mûde the best of its
position to engt'oss trade.lfrom Old French efi g/os,
from medieval Latin iÍ grosso'wholesale.'l
2 Law produce (a legal document) in its flnal or
definitive form.

- DERlvATlvEs en.gross.ment n.

- oRrcrN late Middle English (formerly also as

lngross): based on EN-', rNr'in'+ late LatLn *'ossus
'large.'

PRON UNCtATlON KEY A AgO, Up', at OVer, fUr', a hAt;
aate; àcari elet, eseei ifit',íby: NGsingi
ogoi õlew,fot'i oitoy: o"ogood', oogoo', oúouti
TH thin', TE then', zH vision
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mastoid
mas.to¡d /'mas,toicì/ Þ adj. Anatonìy of ot telating to

tlìe nìastoid ptocess'. mastoid dise:ase.

Þ n. Anatomy the mastoid process. I (mastoids) ltreated
as sing.l infonnal mastoiditis.

-oRlcrN rrid 18th cent.: via Freuch atrd tllodern
Latin frorì1 Greek nlastocide s'brcast-shaped,' frotn
llr¿s¡os'breast.'

mas.toid'i.tis /,nìas,toid'itis/ > n. Mediclne

irìflarnrnâtion of the rnastoid process.

mas.toid proc'ess > n. a conical pr-ot¡inence of
the temporal bone behind the ear', to wlìich neck
rnuscles are attached, and wl'tich has air spaces
linked to the rnicldle ear'.

mas.tur.bàte /'mástor,bát/ > v. (no obj,l stirìrulate
one's own genitaìs for sexual pleasule. r lw¡th obj.l 

.

stirnulate the ger'ìitals of (someone) to give them
sexual pleasut e.

- DERIVATIvÊs mas.tur.bã.tion /,rnaStot'båsHon/ n.,
mas.tur.ba.tor n., mâs.tur.ba.to.ry /-ba,tôr'è/ adj.

.. oRrc I N mid 19th cerlt.: from Latin masturbnt'
'mastulbated,' fron,l the verb r?r¿s turb at'i, of
unknown ulti rnate origin.

Ma.su.ri;a /rno'so-orêð/ a low-lying forested t'egion
in northeasteIrÌ Poland. Formelly palt of East
Prussia, it was assigned to Poland after: World
War I I . Also called Masur¡àn Lakes.

MATr /rnat/ > n. a technology that uses chetüicals
(usually petlolatur¡, dimethicone, and
polyquaterniunì) to reduce the ability of bacteria to
adhere to the skin'..the company is developitlg MAT'
coiltaining soaps-

- oRrct N abbr. of microbial anti' attachrnent
technology.

MAT2 > abbr. Master of Arts in Teaching.

matl /mat/ > n. 1 a piece of protective material
placed on a floo::, in particular: r a piece of coarse
naterial placed on a floor fol people to wipe their
feet on. r a piece of tesilient mâteriaì for landing
orì in gymnastics, wrestling, or símilâr sports. r a
small tug. r a piece of coarse material for lyirìg on:
a beach ffiat.
2 a small piece of cork, card, or sinrilar material
placed on a table or other surface to protect it from
the heat or rìroisture of an object placed orì it.
3 a thick, udtidy ìayer of sornething hairy or woolly:
'his chest lvas coveredbt, a thick mat of soft faû'haiï.

¡ v. (mats, matt¡ng, matted) lw¡th obj.ltangle
(sonrething;.esp. hair') in a thick mass: srveøt rnatted
his hair I the fur otx its Ílankwas mattedwíth blood.
e Ino obj.l become tangled.

-pHRASEs go to the mat ìnformal vigorously engage
irì an ar gumerìt oI dispute, typically on behalf of
a particular Þerson or cAuse. on the mat informal

being teprimanded by someone in authority. lwith
military leference to the ordel ly room mat, where
an accused woukl stand before the comnìarìding
oihcer.l

- oRrcrN Olcl English m(e)att(e)i lelated to Dutch
r?r4¿ ancì Gerrnaìr Mdf f e, from late L,atin matta,front
Phoenic ian.

mat2 > n. short for v¡rn¡x (sense z).
mat3 Þ adj., n., & v. vâriant spelling of runrre'.
mat, > abbr. ¡ rìatins. r matur:ity.
Mat.a'be.le T,matJueteT > n. the Ndebele people:

collectively, particularìy tlìose of Zimbabwe.
- o R l c I N f lom Sotho m at eb ele, singular I et èb ele, the

name given to this people.

mat.a'dor /'mate,dôr/ > n. t a bùilfighterwhose
rask is to kill rhe bult.
2 (in ombre, skat, and other cald games) any ofthe
highest trumps.
3 a donrino gan, e'in which halves are matched sO

as to make a total of seven. r ariy bf the dominoes
that have seven spots altogether, together with tlìe
doublé blank.

- oRIGTN Spanish, literally'killer,'frorn rn atar'to
kill,'frorn Persian Í?r¿t'dead'; senses relatirìg to
gâmes are exterlded uses, expressing a rÌotiorì of
dominance ol contl'ol.

Mat.a.gor.da Bay /,Lnate'gôrde/ an inlet of the Gulf
of.Mexico irì southeâsteflr Texas, at the mouth of
the Colorado River'.

Ma'ta Ha.ri /'mäto'här'è, 'mata 'harê/ (r826-1917),
Dutch dancer and secret agent; botn Matgaretha
Geettruitla Zelle. She probâbly worked for both
Flencl] and German intelligence services befol e
Ileing executed by the French in r9r7. r (as noun a
Mata Hari) a beautiful ând seductive feì'ì1ale spy.

- oRtcI N. f [orìr M alay mata'eye'.atd hari 'day,' as a
compound rneaning'sult.'

ma.ta.ma'ta /,rnatamoltä/ > n. a grotesque South
Ânrerican freshwâter turtle that has a broad flat
head and neck with irlegular t)r'ojections of skin
resernbling watetweed. o Clrclus frtllbriatus, family
Chelidae.

-oRrGrN mid 19th cent.; of unknownòrigin;
probably from a South American lndian language.

LovS

Mat.a.nus;ka Val.ley /,mato'no-õsko/ all
agliculturaì region in south central Alaska,
northeast of Ancho|age.

matchl /rlìacH/ > ri. 1 a contest in which peo¡ile or
teams coli'ìpete against èaclì otlìer in a pârticular
sport: aboiíngmàtch.
ä ¿, belson otitring able to contend with another as

an equal in quality or stre]nglll',theyu,eïcnomatch
Íot' the tr oincd me r c ena ríc s.

3 a Þerson br thing that resembles ot'c'orrespönds
to another: the chiltl's identical hùinw'uldbe'4
petfectmatcltfot':oïgan donation. r Computing a string
that fulfills the specified conditions of a computer
sealch. r a pait that cott'esponds or,is vely similâr:
the heûddresses and bouquet verc a petfect match.
r tlÌe-fact or appèarance of corresponding: sfot?cs of
a þcrfect ftiatch and color.
ã ïpäiiã" lié*éäìnie!å.¿ to trreiL étidiuitiiv roL
rnarriage, esp. as regards class or weal\h'.\¡ewas aù.
unsuitàb.te match'for any of their giliJ. 'r.3 marriâgê:
a dynastic match.

> v. Íwittr o¡j,l I corlespoud or cause to cot'resÞohd'in
some essential,respect;'make or be haÌmonious: lwith
obj,l webouglrt green andblue cuttains to match the
bedspreadl she matcheilheî steps to his llno o\.1 the
jacket and pants ilo not match. i team(someone :

or solnething) with'someone or sotnething else ':
appropriate or harmonious:,they ø otched suitably,
qualifi ed applic ants w ith ítlstitutions th at had
vacanciesl shewøs lry¡ngto n etchthe dtaperies to..".

thecoucfu.. ... .,,.
i be equaiio (sometliing) in qúaliiy orstiength: .

his ongeî ffiatcheàher oún. r succeed itr reachiug.or
equaling (a standard or quality): he triedto match
her nonchalance. ¡ equalize (two coupled electrical
impedauces) so as to bring about the maximum
trãnsfel of ¡íowertfronl oùlè to the other. : t' 

'
3 place (a person or'group) in contest or
competition with ãnother: tlÌebignamesaerc ': ' .

matched ag,airxst nob odiès | (as adj,, with subolod¡f ier

matched) euerrly nat.ched tcams.
- pHRASEs make a mâtch form a pattnership, esp..by

mater¡al
opposed to the numbeI of stt'okes tâketì. Compaì'e
with slnoxe prnv:

match poini'> n. t (in tennis and othel sports) a

point that if won by one contestant will also Witt the
match.
2 (matéhpoint) (in duplicàte bridge) a utrit of
scoring in rìratches and tourtratnents: a cofivincing
,nargin of 54 matchpoints,

match.stick /'macH,stik/ > n. the stem of a match,
esp. a Wooden one.'r something likened to a ìtatch :

in being lgng and r]n|n: cut the veg.etables into
mûtchsticks lfas nodilierl matchstick legs.

match.up /'rnâcHop/ > n. a contest between athletes
or sporti teánrs: a matchup of,trro twenty-iomething
pitchet's w:onderíng what it is like to win in the ,.'
mnjors- t Basketball auother ternì fol'a man-to-man
defense. See un¡¡-to-mnn at MAN.

match'wood /'macH,wo-od/ > n. very smallpieces
oI sþlinters of wo od: their boat was shdttered into
tn atchw o o d against the ïo cks. I I i ght woód su itablè
for rnaking matches.

matel'/mãt/ i n. 1.each of a pair of,bir<is ol other'
; änima\st: a høte bit'd sings io.court à'mate. t.inlomial
'a person'J husbarid, wife, or othet: sexual pat tttet'. .

r-infórmal orie óf a matched pair: øsbckwitho;atiti
mq.te. , I
2 lin combinâtionì a fellow rÌrentber or joitìt occupant .

of a speciñed thing:histoblemates. ¡ 8rit. informêl

used as a frietrdly form.of.address between nìetl or
boys;,':5¿¿ you ¡¡rt\, fiate:'. r Brit. ¡nformal a friend or
compairion: I was with ti mate I my best mate, Steve.
3 an assistânt or:deputy, in pår'ticular: r an.assis¡ant
to a skilled worket a plumber's mate. I a deck .

officel on a merclìant ship subordinate to tl'ìe.
mast'er. See also F¡nsr rviÂie .

> v. I lno obj.] (óf anirnâlsor'birds) iome togethe¡for
, bleedirrg; copulalei successful malcs may matewith
nany females. r [with dbi.l bring (animals or birds)
together för breedihg. r ioin ih mãrriage or sexual
paitnership: people tend to mßte with others in their
ownsocialilass. " " '
z cor¡né¿r oi be connectèd mechånically.'lwith obj.l ¿

f o ui - tytinder. en,iné'm a te d t o a fi v c'sp e e d ge arb o x.

- DERrvÂiiVÈs ir¡ate:less adj.'' '; .', t'
- oRrcrN late Middle:Englishi frorn Midille Low '

Gennan Í2¿¿(e)'comrade,' of West Cermànic otigin;
related to meai (the ünderlying notion being that of
eating together).

matez > n. & v. Chess short fot'tHECKMATE. '

- o Rrc r N Middle English: the ñoún fionr itrïglo-
Norman French mr¿t (fÌom the phrase eschec mat
'checkrnate'); tlìe ùerb from Anglo Norman French
mater'lo checkmate.'

mâ'té /'mä,tãl (also yerba maté) > n. 'l (also maté
tea) ân ihfusion of the leaves of á Soutlì Atneficaä
shlub, which is high in caffeine and bitter. r the
leaveb ôf this shiub. :" j :

2 tliè South Americatl sht'üb of théholly fâniily that
produces:these ldaves.. Ilex pai'aguariensis, f amily
Aquifoliaceae.

- oRtclN early rSth cent.: from Spâ¡lish r¡afe, fronì
Quechua nati.

mat.e.las'sé /,matl,ä'sã,,mätlãi/ > ao¡. lof a silk or
woot fabric) having a raisêd design likè quilting.

> n. fabric of this type.
* oRtGIN late rgthãent.rFrench,,liteially'quil.ted,'

past participle of m atelo.ss er, f rom metelas
'mattress.'

mate.lot /ìrûatl'or inat'lo/ > n. 8r¡t.,¡nformal a sailor.
- oRIcr N mid 19th cent. (nauticâl slang): from

French, variant of ffiatenot, from Middle Dutch
tnattefioot!bed companionr' because sailor s had'to
shate hamrnocks in twos.

maÏ.e.lote /,matl'öt, mat'lôt/ > n. a dish oi fish in a
sauce of wine and onions.

- oRlctN Fi'ench, f|om à f¿ maielote,literally
'mâriner'-style,' f|om na¡elor'sailór' (see mareror).

ma.ter /'mãtot / > n. Brit. informal or daled mother: ffte
materhas kept the house ín London.

-oRIClN Latin.

ma.ter do'lo.ro.ia /'mãtor ,dolo'l oso, tmätai', ,däl-/
the Virgin Mary sórrowing for the death of Jesus
Christ, esp. as a representation itt'art.

- oRtçtN from medieval Latin,'Sorrówful mothet.'
ma,ter.fa'mil,i.as /,matêrfo'miLêas,,mäter-/ > n.

(pl. matresfamil¡as /,mä,tr'ãs-, ,màtêrz'/) thc female
head of a family or household. Compare with
PÀTERFAMILIAS.

* o R I G I N Latin, from m ate r' mothet' + la mil i a s, old
genitive form of f¿nilia'famly;

ma.te.ri.al /rne'ti(a)r'èel/ > n: 1 the mattet fronì
which a thing is or can be tnaùe: goats can ea[ ftlore
ot less any plant rnateriall mateúals such as brass I

hìghly flammable mateilals. r (usu. mäter¡als)
things needed for an activity: cleaningmaterials'
r lwith adj. or noun modifierl a pet'son of a speciñed

one's

- DERrvATlvEs match.â.ble ad.l,

- oRrcrN Old English ge?,æcca'mate, comþaiiion';
relâted to the base of ¡¡¡x¡.

match2 > n. a short, thin piece of wood oi cardboai<l
used to light a fire, beind tipped with a compositidn
thát ignites when ruì¡bed agâinst a rough surfaòe.
r historical a piece òfwick or cord dèsigned to búrn at
a uniform rate, used foi" firing a cannon or lightirrg
gunþowder.

- Èunases put a match to set firê to.
-oRrcrN late Middle English (inthe sense'wick of ,

a candle'): from OldFrencÌnmeche, perhaps from
Latin myxø lspout of a lamp,i later'lamp wick.', .,,

match.board /'macH,bôrd/ > n, any of a set of
interlocking boards joined together by.e tottgue cut
along the edge of orle,board and fitting intoia groove
along the edge of another. Also called matthed ,

board. .: j

match.book /'macH,bo-ok/ > n. a small cardboard
folder'of'matches with a striking surface on one
side. :'

match'box /'macH,bäks/ > n. a sináil box in which
matches aîe sold. r lusu. as modifierl someihing very
small, esp. a house, apartrnent, ol room: ker nelv
thimbl e - s iz e d, m at chb o x ap artm e nt.

match.ing /'macHiNc/ > adj. I corresporiding in
pattern, color, or design; complementary: a bl¿re
jacket and matching skirt.
2 equal in number or amount; equivalent:the collëge
will þrovid¿ matching funds to complcte thc project.

match.less /'maculas/ > adj. unable to be equaled;
incomparable: th e P arthenon has a matchl e ss beauty.

- DERivAllvEs match.less.ly adv,. .

match.lock /'macH,läk/ > n. historìcal a type of gurl
with a lock in which a piece of wick oi cord is placed
for igniting the powcler': [as nrodifìer) matchlock guns.
r a lock of this kind.

match'mak.er /'macu,mãker/ > n. a pelsotr who
arranges relationships and malriagesbetweetr
others, either informally or, irl certâitì cultulal
communities, as â formal occupatiou. r a person
or company that brings parties together for
comrnercial purposes.

- DERTvATTvES match'mak'ing /-,mãkiNc/ n.

match play > n. play in golf inwhich the score is
reckoned by counting the holes wou'by each sitìe, as
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mater¡al cause
qualily or suitability: he's not rcally Olynpic
nateriol.
2 facts, infolmatiorr, or ideas for r¡se in ct'eating a
book or: othel woÏk'. theïe is ,nuch good ûta.ter ial here
Jor príests to usc in sermons. rr iterns, esp. songs or
jokes, conrprising a perfolmer's act: abawl ¡:laying
ot'iginal material.
3 cloth or f abúc: a p i e c e of datk m at c | í aI | (tr c s s

matet'íals.
Þ ad¡. I lattr¡b.l denoting ot corìsiiting of physical

objects lattrer thân rhe nìínd or spirit: the naterial
wot'ldlmorul and tnate|ial suppot t ¡ concerned
witlr plrysical needs o[ clesÍes'. material fining .

standaràs ha.ve rise n. ¡ concernecl with the mattêt'
of leasoning, not its folm: political conflict lacks
na lh c mati c nl ot' m a teïi al c ertil u de.
2 irrportant; essential; r'elevaìrt: the insects did
not do any ma,terial damage to the O'op..n chiêf ly Law '

(of evidence or a fact) significant, influential, or'
r elevant, esp. to the extent of determining a cause
or affecting a judgmenti infot'rna.tion that couldbe
m ateri al to n mur d er in quit'y.

- oRrcrN late Middle ElÌglish(inrhe sense't'elaring
to matter'): from laie Lali¡ materialis, adjettive
Írom Latin materir¿ 'matter.'

ma.te.fi.al cause > n. Philosophy (inAr.istotelian
thought) the matter oÌ substance.that constitutes
a thing.

ma.te.ri.al.¡sm /me'ri(a)r'èe,lízem I > n.1 a
tendency to consider mater.ial.possessions and
physical comfoIt as more importânt than spit'itual.
values.
2 Philosophy the doct[íne rhat nothing exists except
mattel and its movements and modifications. t thc
doctrirle that consciousness and will áre wholly. due
to material agency. See also DtArEcilcal MÀTERtaLtsM-

- DERlvATtvEs ma'te'ri.al.ist n. & adj. .

ma.te.ri.à1.¡s'tic /ma,ti(o)réa'listik/ > adj.
exceSsively concerned with material possèssions; .

ìroney-oriented: we're living in a híghly mateúalistic
sociely-

- DERTvATtVEs ma'te.ri.al;¡i.i¡.cal.ly adv. :

of matter. r chiefly Law
relevant.or

t must

- DERIvATIvGS ma.te.ri.al'i
/ma,ti(a)rèala'zâsuan/ n.

'll1!ion''

roTg

> adj. (mãtier, matiest) famiìiar and friendly;
sociable: n fixcd, matey grin.

math /marH/ > n, infornlal mathematics: sheteaches
mnlh and sciencc.

- oRrcrN rnid rgth centr: abbreviatiou.
math'e.mat.i.càl /,maîa(a)'matikol/ (also

mathemat¡c) > adj. of ôl'¡elatìng to mathématics:
mathematical equations. t (of a proof or analysis)
Iigorousl j precis e'. rfiathematical thinking I figuative
he arrcngeà the meal wíth mathematical precis¡on
ott a plate.

- DERtvATlvEs math.e.mat.¡.cal.ly /-ik(o)le/ adv.
- oÈrcrN lâte Miclctle English: floru LatiÀ 

-

mathem atíc alis, frorn Greek m ath ¿m a.t ikos, f t'o:m
m athèma, m ath cmat-'science,' f rom the base of
manthanciti'lear\.'

math'e'mat.i.cal in.duc.tion,> n. see tNDUciloN
(sense 3).

math.e.mât'i'cal log.ic > n. the part of
matìrematics concer ned with.the study of formal
languages, fórmal ièasoning, the natuie of
mathematical proof, provability of mathematicâl
stâtements, computability; and other aspects of the
foundations of mathemâtics-

-"tt .e.ia't¡..ãil,*.r"COr""'tiinan/ > n. an
expert in or student of mathematics.

- onrcr¡v lâte Midàle Enàlish: from Old French
m a th e m at í c í en, f r om Lãtin m ath e m a t ic u s
'mathematical,' f rom Greek rna¡rr¿matikos (see
runlxerønrrcnl)..

math.eimat.ics /marH(ê)'matiks/ > plural n. : '

Iusu. treated as sing.] the abstract science of numbet',
quantity, âlld space. Mathematics may be studied
in íts own right (pure mathematics), or as it is
appliéd to other disciplineS such as physics and
engineeling (applied matheinat¡cs). r lolten rreared
as pl.l the mathematical aspects of sonìething: ffue
m athem øties of general rclativity..

- oRi c l N' late,r 6th ceht,: plural of ôbsolete
lhatheniãtic : mathematics,' from Old French
màthematiqúe, from l-atin (ars) ni athetrtatico '

'mathematiial (art),' fl:om Greek û? athëm atikè
(tekhnê), florn the base of ,nanthanein'Iearn:

math.e'ma,t¡ze 7'm4îr¡(a)ma,tizl > v. lwirh
obj,l regardoi tieat (á Subject oL problem) in
mathematical terms.

- O¡nlvnrt veS math'e.ma.ti'za.tion /,maTH(e)
nláta'zãsHan/ n.

Math'erl /'malgar/, Cotton (r663-rZz8), American
minister and writelr; s0n of lnctease Mather.
Noted for,his political writings, he sponsored the
Massachusetts charter in I 69r and is thoughr to
have influenced the events rhat led to the Salem
witch trial3 in.t69z:.. .,.. . :,

Mathier'?, Increase (r6j9'r 723), American minister;
father of Cotton Mather. A Congregationalist,
he was the pastor.of North Chui'ch in Boston : ''
r664-t723 andttle president of Harvârd College
r685-l Zdr.

Math.e11, John Cromwèll (tSq6-), US astrophysicist.
'His work with Geot'ge Smoot oqthe COBE project
advanced.the study of the Big Bang theory. Nobel
Prize for Physics (zoo6), shaled with Smoot.

Math.ew.son ¡'nì"rHyols.n/, Christy (i88o-r 925),
US baseball player; full name Christophcr
Møthewson. A,pitcher fot the New York Giants
19oo-191ó, he won 2z.or more games per yeal for
12 straight years and þitched three shutouts in the
1905 World Selies,:He:later manâged the Cincinnati
Reds 19r6-r8 andwas president of,the Boston
Braves 1923-251 B4SpþatHall of fame (r936),

Ma'thi.as /mo:rHias/; Bob (r930-zo06), US track
and field athlete and politician; full name Rober¿
Btuce Mathids. 

^t 
12, he was the youngest winner

of tlìe decathlon with a gold medal in the r9¿8
Olympic Games and another.in the 19Sz gâmes.
He latel sqNed as a Republican rnenrber of the
US House of Representâtives from CâlifoÍnia
tg6z-tg7|. ' :.

mãths /marHs/ > plural n. ltieated as sing.l.Brit- informal
mathematics: Ias modiÍiet]het ffiother wai amaths
teacher,

- oR tc I N . early 2oth cent.: abbreviatiorì.
Ma.ti l.dar /ma'tilda/ (rtoz-6Ð,English princess;

daughter of Hcnry I and mother of Henry I l; known
as the Embress Máud. Henry's only lègitimate
child, she was nanied his heir, but her cousin
Stephen seizerl iËè throne on-Henryrs dèath in .

1r35. She waged an unsuccessful civil.war against
StepheD until rr48.

Ma'til.da? > n. Austral. inlormal a bushmanls bundle of
possessions carried when traveling.

- pHRASES waltz (or walk) Matilda carry such a
bunclle.

- oRIGTN late 19th cent.: ftonrlhe given name
Matilda.

matrilocal
mat'in.al /'matn-l/ > adj. rare relating to ol'taking

place ilì the mornirlg.
- oRtclN early rgth cent.: fronì Flench, flom znntlt

'morning.'
mat.¡.nee /,ntatlì'á/ (also matinée) Þ n. a

perforrnance in a tlìeâtet'ol'a showing of a movie
that takes place in the claytime.

-oRtcrN mid 1gth cent.: froìn French matinée,
literally'morning (as a peì'iod of activiry),'from
tn d¡i¡r'morning.'

mat.i.nee i.dol > n. infornal, dated a handsome actor
admired chiefly bf women.

mat.ing /'mãtiNc/ > n. the action of anirnals conring
together to breed; copulation: oi)ulation occut s oÌtly
íf matinghas taken 7:lace;

mat'¡ns /'matnz/ (8rit. also mattins) Þ n. a service
of morning prayet in various churches, èsp. the
Anglican Church. ! ã service forming part of the
traditional Divine Ofñce of the Western Christian
Church, originally said
midnight, but historica

(or chanted) at or after
Ily often held with laucls

on the previous evening. a (also matin) literary the
morning song of birds.

- oRlGtN Micìdle English: from Old Frendnmatines,
plural (infl uenced by ecclesiastical Latin matutifi &e
'molning prayels') of m atin' ntorning,' f rom Latin
matutinum,neuTer of.matutinus' early in the
morning,' from M4¿uta, the tìame of the dawtl
goddess.

Ma.t¡sse /me'tes, mäy', Henri (Emile Benoît)
(r869-1954), Frehch painter and sculptor'; His use
of nonnaturalistic color led him to bê considet'ed '

a leader among the Fauvists. His later paiñtingi
and sculptures display'a trend toward folmal
simplifìcation and abstraction.

Ma.to Gros.so /,mätâ'gröso¡/ a high plãteau region
in southwestern ß[azil that folms a waterslìed
between the Amazon and Plate river systems.

-oRtciN Portuguese, literally'dense fot'est.'
ma.tri.ãrch /'rÌãtre,ärk/ > n. awoman who is the

head of a family or tribe. ¡ an olcler woman ûho
is powerful within a family ol organization: a
domí n eerin g m atrí ar ch -

- DER IvATIVES ma'tr¡'ar'(hâl /,mãtrè'ärkou adj.
-oRrcrN eat'ly lZth cent.; from Latin r?,dter'mother,'

on the false analogy of paftiarch. .

ma.tr¡.ar'chate /'mâtÌe,är',kåt, -,är'kot/ > n. a
matr iarchal form of social organization, esp. in a
tribal sociery.

ma.tr¡.ar.chy /'mátré,ärkè/ > n. (pl. matriarchies).a
system of society or goveì'nment ì'ulecl by a woman
or women. ¡ a form of social organiz¿tion in which
descent and relationship are reckoned thl'gugh the
female line. r the sthte of being an olcìer, powerful
woman in a family ol gloup; shã cheríshed a dreànt
of mûtïi at'chy-c atere d t o by grandchilfu eñ.

ma'tri.ces /'mãtra,sez/ pluraI form of uerarx.
mat'ri'cide /'matro,sld,'ma-/ Þ ¡. the killing of one's

mothetÌ a man suspected of matricíde. r a person
who kills their mother.

- DËRrvArtvËs úrät:i¡.cid.al /,marrê'sidl,,n1ã-/ adj,
- o RI ci N late r 6th cent.: f lom Latin ma t r ic idíùnt,

from mater:, ñati-'mothêr'' + -cirtium (see -crot)'.
ma.tric.u.late /ma'trikyô,1ãt/ > v.,1. Ino obj.] be

enrolled at a collegg or university: he møt¡'iculated
nt the Ufiíversity of Vetmont. E lwilh obi.l admit (a
student) to a çollege or university.
2 lwith obj.l Heraldry. chiefly Scottish record (arms) in an
ofñcial legister.

> n. /nÌa'trikyo,lot/ chiefly lndian a pe[son who hâs
matliculated.

- D E R IVAT IV ES ma.tric.u'la.tion /ma,tIikyð'lâsHan/n, '..,
- oRrcrN late r6th cent.: from medieval Larin

matticulat-' eilolled,' from the ve[b matricularc,
from late Latin ø2 atricula'register,' ditnirrutive of
Latin matrix.

mat.r¡.fo.cal /'matri,fokâÌ, 'mât > adj. (of a society,
culture, etc.) based on the mother as the head of the
farnily ol household.

'.. o R I c r N l g 5os: f ronÌ Latin mater, matt' t11othet' +
FOCAL,

mat.ri.lin'e.al /,matro'linèal, ,üã, > adj. of o| based
on kinship with the mother ot'tlÌe female line.

- DERTvATIVES mat.r¡.1¡n.e'al.ly adv.
*oRrcrN early 2oth cent.: fronl Laf.ínmater,ffiatr-

'mothell+ LtNEAL.

mat.rí.lo.cal /,matta'lókal,'rnáJ > adj. of or
denoting â custom in man iage wheleby the
husband goes to live with the.wife's comnìunity.

- DE RlvATlvES mat.ri.lo.cal.¡.ty /-lö'kalaté/ n.

ma'te.r¡.al.ly /mô'ti(a)rêalè/ ¡ adv, I {ofren as

submodifÌerf substântially; con stLd,erubl.y : materially
diJf e r ent c ir c u mstan ces.
2 in terms of wealth or material póssessions: a
materially 

.and. culturally ,rich area. . r, ... . :

ma.te'r¡.al w¡t'ness > n. law a witness whose .

evidence is likely to be sufficiently important to.',i,
influencethe.outcome,ofatrial.,, r.,,,.,,

ma'te.r¡'el /mo,ti(a)rë'el/ (also matériel) > n.
miìitaÌy matef ials and equipmerit. Often contrasted

work by Dioscorides).

with PE

adjective (used as:a:

related
r l¿trrib.l ,

of the famill:
my maternal grandfather. t denotihg fèelings '
âsSociated with or' typicál'óf a rnother;:motherly:

. nta.t er nal instin c t s.
- óentveltvEs ma.ter.nal.ism /-,izam/ n.,

ma'ter.nai.ist /:if t/ adj., ma.tei'áal.is.tic
/ma,tor:nl'istik/'ådj., mä.ter.nal.ly adv.

- oR¡crN late l5th cent.: from French m¿¿ernel,from
Latin materius, from nt aúer'mothér.'

ma-ter.n¡.ty /ma'tarnate/ > n. motherhood. r [usu.
as modilierl the pcriod during pregnancy and sþoItly
after childbirth: m û.ter.nity leal)e I matprnity clothes.

- o R r c r N ea|ly,r 7th cent.: front French m aternité,
Íf om Latin m aternus, f Í.on\ matcr.'mother.'.

mate,y /'mãte/ Brit. informal > n, used as a familiar
and,sometimes hostile folm of address, esp. to a
st[anger: "Shovc off, matey, she's mine."

pRoNUNcrATroN KEy ãngo,upi arowr,fut; ahat;
ãate', acati elet; êsee; \fit: ibyi NGsittg;
õgot õ|aw,fot, oitoy', o'og,ood', oõgoo; ouoilf;
rA thín, T! thcni zH vísion
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