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591
. Baush). [Middle English enþrcett < Old French enforcier, lo exert

i^,à cómpel, and < enfõrcir, toitrengthen : en-, causative pref.; see nN-r
'i'loice, stlength; see nonce.l -en.force'a.bil'i.ty 

n. -en'force/a'
Lft a¿¡. ---en.lotcetment n. --€n.loÍcret n.

ln.fian.chise (én-fränrchizr) tr.v. -chised, -chis.ing, -chis'es 1.

i. 
"ndo* 

with the rights of citizenship, especially the right to vote. 2.

i. ft ., ut from bondage. 3. To bestow a franchise on. [Middle Eng-

l.h enfraunchisen < Old French enfranchir, enfranchiss-, to set free : et¡-,

ini"nriu" pt"f.; see tN-t + franchir (< franc, free; see EnrNrr).] -en'
fran,chisef ment n.

en.fu.v¡r.t¡de (én-ryoõrvîr-tidr) n, An antiretroviral drug of the

fusion inhibitor class used in combination with other drugs to treat HIV
infectior. len(try/)fu(sion inh¡bitor) + -vir, antiviral suff. (ultimately <

vrRus) + (PEP)rIDE'l

eng (ëng) n. An engma. [Probably on the model of nu and rN.]

Éng. abbr.1. England 2' English

En.ga.d¡ne (ëng'ga-denr) A valley of the Inn River in eastern Swit-

zerlñd, divided into the Upper Engadine in the southwest and the Lower

Engadine in the northeast. lt is a noted resort area.

en.gage (ën-gäjr) v. -gaged, -gag.¡ng, -gag.es -¡r. 1. To obtain

or contràct for the services of; employi engage a carpenter' 2. To-arrange

for the use of; reserve: engage a room see Synonyms at bookr. 3' To

oledqe or promise, especially to marry: was engaged to a famous actor.

h. Tõ attrait and hold the attention of; engross: a hobby that engaged her

for hours at a fime. 5. To win over or attract: His smile engages everyone
'he meets.6. To draw into; involve: engage a shy person in conversation.

/. To require the use of; occtpy: Studying engages most of my time.8.
To enter or bring into conflict with: We have engaged the enemy.9' To

interlock or cause to interlock; mesh: engage the automobile\ clutch.10.
To give or take as security. -intr, 1. To involve oneself or become oc-

cupied; participatei engage in coweÍsation.2' To assume an obligation;

agiee. 3. To enter into conflict or battle: The armies engaged at døwn.4'
Tã become meshed or interlocked: The gears engaged. [Middle English
engagen, to pledge something as security for repayment of debt < Old

freich engøgier: ett-, in; see rn-l + gage, pledge, ofGermanic origin.]

-en'gag'er n,

en.ga.gé (ën'gä-zhãr) ødj. Actively committed, as to a political cause.

[French, past participle of engager, to engage < Old French engagier,to
pledge; see twcecr.l
èn.gaged (ën-gãldt) adj.1. Employed, occupied, or busy. 2. Comnit-
ted, ãs tó a cause. 3. Pledged to marry; betrothed: an engaged couple. 4'
Involved in conflict or batile. 5. Being in gear; meshed. 6. Partly embed-

ded in, built into, or attached to another part, as columns on a wall.

en.gage.ment (ën-ga;rr¡3¡1¡ n. 1a' The action of engagin-g or the
statiof being engaged: engagement in diplomacy. b. The condition of
being in geai: engagement of the transmission.2a. A mutual promise
to gel mairied. b.'Ihe period during which this promise is kept: a /ong

en{agemenl.3. A pledfe or obligation; meeling one\ engagements.4. A
prõmise or agreement to be at a particular Place at a particular time: c
dinner engagemenf. 5a. Employment, especially for a specified time: y'rís

engagemnt with the frm. b. A specific, often limited, period of employ-
mèni: a speakíng engagemenL6. A hostile encounter; a battle.

enfranch¡se I English springer span¡el
about by skillful acts or contrivance: engineer a business takeover; engi-
neer social changes by legislation. [Middle English enginour < OldErench
engigneor < Medieval Latin ingeniator, contriver < ingeniare, to contrive
<Latin ingenium, ability; see rnclre.]
en.g¡.neer.¡ng (èn'ja-nîrring) n. 1a. The application of scientifrc
and mathematical principles to practical ends such as the design, manu-
facture, and operation of efficient and economical structures, machines,
processes, and systems. b. The profession of or the work performed by
ãn engineer. 2, Skillful maneuvering or direction: geopolitical engineering;
social engineering.
en.g¡rd (ën-gûrdr) tr.v. -girl (-gûrtr), -gird.ing. -girds ArchaicTo
encircle.
en.g¡r.dle (ën-gûrrdl) fr.r. -dled, -dling, -dles To encircle or sur-
round with or as if with a girdle.
en.gla.c¡al (ën-glãrshâl) aìlj. Located or occurring within a glacier.

Eng.land (ìngrgland) A division of the United Kingdom, in the south-
ern part ofthe islànd ofGreat Britain. Inhabited in prehistoric times by
Celtic peoples, it was subsequently invaded by Romans, Angles, Saxons,

Jutes, Danes, and Normans. Acts of union joined England with Wales in
1536, with Scotland in 1707 to create the political entity of Great Britain,
and with Ireland in 1801 to form the United Kingdom. London is the
historic capital and the largest city.

Eng.lish (îngrglish) adj. 1. Ol relatingto, or characteristic ofEngland
or its people or culture. 2. Of or relating to the English language' * n.
1. (used with ø pl, verb) The people of England. 2a' The West Germanic
language of England, the United States, and other countries that are or
have béen undei English influence or control. b' The English language of
a particular time, region, person, or group ofpersons: American Englísh,
3. A translation into or an equivalent in the English language.4. A course

or individual class in the study ofEnglish language, literature, or compo-
sition. 5, also english a. The spin given to â propelled ball by strfüng
it on one side or releasing it with a sharp twist. b. Bodily movement in
an effort to influence the movement of a propelled object; body English.
.!. trv. -glished, -glish.¡ng, -gl¡sh.es 1. To translate into English.2.
To adapt into English; Anglicize. [Middle English < Old English Englisc

< Enfle, the Angles.l 
-Engrlisþ.¡s55 

,.

(

+ SY N O N Y M S engagement, appointment, as signation, d.at e, rende zv o u s,

trlst These nouns denote a commitment to apPear at a certain time and
place: a business engagentent; a dental appoîntÌnent; a secret assignation;
à date to play tennii; a rendezvous of agents at the border; a lovers' tryst,

+WORD HISTORY Englßhis derived from England, one would think.
But in fact the language name is found long before the country name' The

latter first appears as Englalnnd around the year I 000 and means "the land
ofthe Englei that is, the Angles. The Angles, Saxons, and Jutes were the
three Geimanic tribes that emigrated from what is now Denmark and
northern Germany and settled in England around the fourth century eo.
Early on, the Angles enjoyed a rise to power that must have made them
seem more impoltant than the other two tribes, for all three tribes are

indiscriminateþ referred to in early documents as Angles. The speech of
the three tribes was conflated in the same way: they all spoke what would
have been called *Anglísc or "Anglishl' as it were, By the earliest recorded
Old English, this had changed to Englisc. In Middle English, the first
vowel, óriginally pronounced (è) in Old English, changed further and
became thè familiar (ï) oftoday, as reflected in the occasional spellings

Ingland and Inglish. ^Ihe same change in the pronunciation of the short
vowel (ë) to (i) before the sound (ng) also occurred in other Middle
English words, such as sfreng and øeng. In Modern English, these words
are now always sp elled string and wing with ân i, but the old spelling with
e, reflecting the vowel's earlier pronunciation, has been kept in the case

of Engtønd and Engtßh. See Note at Br¡tish.

en.gag.¡ng (ën-gãrjïng) adj. Charming attrâctive: an engaging smile'
---€n.gag'ing.lY adv
en g¿¡rde (är gardr¡ interj,rJsedTowarn a fencer to assume the posi-
tion Þreparâtory io a match. [French : er, on + garde, gtard,l
en.gar.land (ën-gärrland) tr.v. -land.ed.'land.ing, -lands To en-
circle or deck with or as ifwith a garland.
En.gel.mann Spruce (ëngrgal-man) n. A western North Ameri-
can spruce (Picea engelmannii) having blue-green needles, cones with
diamõnd-shaped scales, and scaly bark. [After George Engelmann (l8o9'
1884), German-born American botanist.]
Eng.els (ëngrrlr, -"r.r, Friedrich 1820-1895. German social theorist
who collaboraied with Karl Marx on The Communist Manifesto (1848)
and numerous other works.
en.gen.der (ën-jënrdar) rr. -dered, -der.ing. -ders -¡r. 1. To
bring- into existence; give rise to: "Etery cloud engenders not a storm"
(Shakespeare). 2. To procreate; propagate. -inúr To come into existence;
originate. [Middle English engendren < Old French engendrer < L^tin
ingenerõre: ir¡-, in; seì zN-r + generare, to produce; see celrnerr.]
---€n.genrder.er r.
en.g¡ne (ènrjin) n. 1a. A machine that converts energy into mechani-
cal fõrce or motion. b. Such a machine distinguished from an electric,
spring-driven, or hydraulic motor by its use of a fuel. 2a. A mechanical
appliãnce, instrum en|, or tool: engines of war. b. An agent, instrument' or
means ofaccomplishment. 3, A locomotive. 4. A fire engine. 5. Comput
ers A search engine. .! tr.r. -gined, -gin.ing, -gines To equip with m
engine or enginls. [Middle English engin, skill, machine < Old French,
innate ability < Lalin ingenium; see gena- in App. I.l
eng¡ne block n. The cast metal block containing the cylinders of an
internal-combustion engine.
en.g¡.neer (ënrja-nîrr) n, 1, One who is trained or professionally
engaged in a branch of engineering. 2. One who operates an engine. 3'
onllho skillfully or shreúdly manages an enterprise' '¡ tr.v. 'neered.
-neer.ing. -neeis 1. To plan, constiuct, or mânage as an engineer. 2.
To alter oi produce by methods of genetic engineeing: bacteria that are
genetically engineered to produce insulin.3. To plan, manage, and bring

English Channel An arm of the Atlantic Ocean between France and

England, opening to the North Sea through the Strait ofDover. The_ Eng-

lish Channil is ciossed by various ferry routes as well as by an undersea

rail tunnel (opened 1994).

English cocker span¡el n. A dog ofa breed developed in England
for hunting, having long drooping ears, a slightly flattened head, and a
variously colored silþ coat.
English daisy n. See daisy (sense 1b).

English foxhound n. A dog of a medium-sized breed developed in
England for hunting, having a smooth coat variously colored in combina-
tions ofblack, tan, and white.
English horn n. A double-reed woodwind instrurqpnt similar to but
largér than the oboe and pitched lower by a fifth. lTranslation of French
col anglais, perhaps alteration of cor anglé, bent horn (from the curved
crookio which the mouthpiece is attached) : cor, horn + anglé,bent,l

English ivy n. See ivy (sense 1a).

Eng.lish.man (ìngrglish-man) r¡. 1. A man who is a native or inhab-
itant of England. 2. A man of English ancestry'

English muff¡n r¡. A flat round muffin made from yeast dough that
has been baked on a griddle and is usually split and toasted.

English oak r¡. An oak tree (Quercus robur) of Evasia and_North
Afri-ca, having lobed leaves, acorns that âre borne on stalks, and durable
wood. Also called pedunculate oak.

English saddle n. A lightweight, hornless saddle with a cantle and
pom-mel, a padded leather s!at, anã full side flaps usually set forward.

English setter n. A dog of a medium-sized breed developed in
Entland for hunting birds, hiving a long, silþ white coat with black or
brownish markings.
English sheepdog ¡. An old English sheepdog'

English sonnet n. See Shakespearean sonnet.
English sparrow n. See house sparrow.
English spr¡nger span¡el n. A dog of a medium-sized l¡reed de-

veloiped in Englanã for huntlng, having a silþ liver-and-white or black-

and-white coat.

English setter

ã pat oi
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masto¡d I mate3

Mata Hari

mate3
)t onbilla (fo r egro un d.) and

mate cup (l:ackground)

Mastodõn, genus rtame : Grcek mastos, breast, nipple r- Greek odon, tooth
(from the nipple-shaped protrusions on the crowns of its lnolars); see
dent- in App. I.l -mas'to.dontic 

adì
mas.toid (näsrtoid') n. The mastoid process.'l' adj. 1, Of or relating
to tlìe mâstoid plocess. 2. Shaped like a b¡east or nipple. [New Latin
ftßstoídês, nippleJike, rnâstoid (from its shape) < Gteek ¡nastoeldcs '.

,¡dsfos, breast + -oeidès, -o\d,l
masto¡d bone r. See mastoid process.
masto¡d cell rr. Any of nunrelous air'-filled spaces of various sizes irr
the mastoid process.

mas.toid.ec.to.m}/ (niäs'toi-dëk/tâ-rnè) n., pl. -mies Surgical re-
moval of ur¿stoid cells or part or all of the nrastoid process.
mas.toid.i.tís 0ìläsftoid-irtis) n. Inflammation of the mastoid proc-
ess and mastoid ceìls.

mastoid process n. A conical protuberance of the posterior por-
tion ofthe ternporal bone that is situated behind the ear in humans aud
many other vertebrates and serves as a site of rnuscle attachment. Also
called, mastoid bone.

mas.to.pex.y (mãs/tâ-pëk/sè) 11., pl, -ies Plastic surgery in which the
breasts are lifted or; reshaped. [v,tsro- + Greek -Pëxía, fixing (< P¿ris <
pëgnunai, to ñx in place; see pag- in App. I).1

Ma.stro.ian.ni (märstroi-ärnê, -srrö-yänrné), Marcello 1924-1996.
Italiarì actor whose fìlm credits inclu de La Dolce Víta (1960) and Divorce,
Italian Style (1962).

mas.tur.bate (mãsrtar-bät,) y. -bat.ed, -bat.ing, -bates -ir¿r To
perform an act of masturbation. -h: To ¡rerforrn an act of masturbation
on. ILatin mo stu rbàrí, rnasturbal.\
mas.tur.ba.tion (mäs¡tar-bârsha[) n. Excitation of o.ne's own or'
another's genital organs, usually to orgasm, by manual contact or rnealrs
other thân sexual intercourse. -mas/tur.ba/tor n.

mas.tur.ba.to.ry (mäs/tar-br-t îtr'è) adj, 1 . Of or relating to mas-
turbation.2. Excessively self-indulgent or self-Ínvolved: "[The play's] star'
. . . paces around his ccll, smoking and snarling in a mosturbatory rant"
(San Whiting).
Ma.sur (mä-zo-orl), Kurt Born i927. German conductor who has
directed several pronlinelìt orchestlas including tlie New York Philhar-
rnonic (1991-2002).
Ma.su.ri.a (ma-zo-or/ë-a) A historical region of northeast Poland.
Ruled by the Teutonic Knigbts after the t 300s and later palt of East
Prussia, it was assigned to Potand by the Potsdam Conference of 1945.

-Ma.surri.an adj.

matl (mäÐ n. 1. A flat piece of coalse fabric or otlrer material used for
wiping one'.s shoes or feet, or in various other fornrs as a fl<lor covering. 2.
A sntall flat piece ofdecorated material placed under a lamp, dish offood,
or other object. 3. Sporfs A floor pad to protect athletes, as in rvrestling
or gymnastics. 4, A densely woven or thickly tangled mass: a ntat of lnìr.
5. The solid part of a lace design. 6. A heavy woven net of rope or rvire
cable placed over a blasting sjte to keep debris from scatteri¡ìg. .i. y. mat.
ted, mat.ting, mats *tr 1. To cove¡ protect, or decorate with mats or
a mat. 2. To pack or interweave into a thick rnass: High winds natted the
Ieaves against the base oJ the fence. -irtr: To be packed or interwoven into
a thick mass; become entangled. IMiddle English < OId English rralre <
Late Latin ¡nafta, of Phoenician origin; see nty in App. li.]
mat2 (mä0 r. 1. A decorative border placed around a picture to serve
as a frarne or provide contrast between the picture and the f¡ame. 2, also
matte a. A dull, often rough finish, as ofpaint, glass, nretal, or paper
b, A special tool for producing such a su¡face or finish. 3, Printing See
matrix (sense l0a). {. tr.v. mat.ted, mat.ting, mats 1. To put a mat
around_(a picture). 2. To produce a dull fìnish on. * adj. Variant of
mattel. [< French, dull < Old French, defeated, withered, perhaps <
Latin ffiattus, stupefìed, senseless, possibly < *madítus, past participle of
madëre, lo be wet.l
mât. aülli matinee
Ma.ta.be.le (rnä¡ta-bëlrã) r?., pl. Matabele or .les See Ndebele.
lSotho Matebele,pl. of Letebele, member ofthe Zulu warrior contingents
erìtering Sotho territory during upheavals in the l9th century : le-, sing.
n. pref. + -tebele (perhaps < teba, to sink rlown (in lefercnce to a Zulu
battle technique in which warriors would sink down o¡ crouch behind
thcir distinctive Iarge shields), or fftebe, shield).1
Ma.ta.be.le.land (mä/ta-bëlrã-länd,) A fornier plovince of Rhode-
sia between the Lirnpopo andZambezi Rivers. Inhabited by the Ndebele
from the early 1800s, it came under the control ofthe British South Africa
Colnpany in 1889. The arca is now divided into two provilìces in western
Zin¡bal¡we.
mat.a.dor (nätra-dôr/) ø. 1. A bullfighter who performs the final
passes and kills the bull. 2, Gatnes One of the highest trumps irì cet'tâin
card ganres. [Spanish < malar,to kill, possibly < Vulgar La|in*mattare,
to beat senseless, perhaps < LÃtin mattus, stupefied; see u,rr2.l
Mat.a.gor.da Bay (rnät'â-gôr/da) An inÌet of southeast Texas sepa-
lated from thc Gulf of Mexico by the Matagordo Peninsula, a narrow
sand spit,
Ma.ta Fla.ri (rnärte härré, rnät/a härrë) Originally Margaretha Geer-
truida Zelle. 1876-1917, Dutch spy. A professional dancer in Paris after
1905, she apparently spied for Gennany during World War I altd was
arrested and executed by the Frcncli.
Ma.ta.mo.ros (Dràt¿a-môt/as, ntä'tä-morrös) A city of northeast
Mexico ¡rear the urouth of the Rio Grande opposite Brownsville, 'l'exas.

Ma.tan.zas (ma-tãntzas, rnä-tänrsäs) A cíty of northwest-ce¡ttral
Cuba east of Havana. Founded in 1693, it was once a haven for piratcs.
Mat.a.pan (mär'a-pãnr), Cape See Capc Taínaron.
matchi (rnäcb) l. 1a. One that is exactly like another or a counterpart
to anotlìer; ls there a matchJor this glove in the drawer? b. One that js like

1082

another in o¡re or rnore speciñed qualitiesi Hc is lohn\ match for bratery.
2. Orrc that is able to compete equally with another: The l¡oxer haà ntet
his natch.3a, One that closely resembles o¡ harntonizes with another:
The napkins vere a nice natch for the tablecloth. b, A pair, each one of
wlrich reserlbles or harn:onizes witlì the other; Ihe colors were a close

natch. 4, Slorfs a, A game or contest irl rvhich two or nlore persons!
arrimals, or tearns oppose and conrpete with each ollter: a soccer nntch.
b, A tennis coutest won by tlie player or side that wins a speciñed number
of sets, usually two out of thrce or tlìree out of five. 5, A marriage or an
arrangernent of rnalriage: a royal match.6, A person viewed as a pro-
spective marriagc partner. .i v- matched, match.ing, match.es -t,l
1a. To be like (another) or be a counterpaü Io: Does lhis sock match thot
on¿? b. To resemble ot halmo¡rize rvith: The coat natchu the dress. 2,'lo
adapt or suit so that a balanced or hannonious result is achieved; cause

to correspond: You should nutch your deeàs to your beliefs.3. To find or
produce a counterpart rot It\ difrcuh to ffiatch the color of old paint. 4,
To pair (someone) with another in a lomantic relationship or marriage:
She was hoping to match her cousin with her neighbot: 5. To place in
oppositiorr or competition; pilc She matched her skill against all comers.
6. To provide with an adversary or cornpetiton 'Ihe tournament matches

the best ofi'ensive team with the best deJensfue teatn.T.To do as well as or
better than in competition; equal She easiþ matchcs me in bicycle racíng.
8. To set in comparison; compare: beauty that could never be matched.
9. To provide funds so as to cqual or cornplement: 'Ihe government wiII
natch all Private dofiat¡ons to the nvseuffi, 1 0. To flip or toss (coins) and
compare the sides that Iand face up. 1 1. To couple (electric circuits) by
nreans of a transfortner. -ìttll. 1, To be exactly like another; correspond
exactly: Do the lvo socks match? 2. To harmonize with another': Does

this tie matclt my shirt? [Middle English macche < OldBnglish genæcca,
companiou, mate; see mag- in App. l.] 

-matchrer 
r.

matchz (mãch) n. 1. A narrow piece of rnaterial, usually wood or card-
board, coated ou one end with a compound.that ignites when scratched
against a rnugh or chernically treated surface. 2. An easily ignited cord
or wick, formerly used to detonate powder charges or to 6re carrnorrs and
rnuzzle-loadiug fir'earms. IMiddle Englislt mecche, ntacche,latnp wick <

Anglo-Norman rrcche, ntesche, perh aps ultimately < Latin rr7xa, a larlp's
nozzle < Greek ,?rüra, rnucus, lamp wick.]
mat.cha (rnärcha) a. 1, Powdered gr€en tea, used in Japanese tea cer-
emonies and as a flavoring fol srseets and sìseet drilrks. 2, Tea prepared
by rnixing such powder rvith hot water. IJapanese (now written with the
kanji for tnatsu, to rub, glind + cha, tea) : matsu, end, tip, ñne porvder',

dust (< Early Middle Chinese rral; also the source of Mandarin nò, end,
tip, rronessentials) + cha, tea; see cHewoxu.]
match.a.ble (rnáchra-bal) adj, Capable of being matched: matchable
colors. -match/a.bilri.ty 

r.
match.boârd (mächrbôrd,) n. A board cut with a tongue on one side

and a matching groove olr the othet to fit with similarly cut boards.
match.book (rnächrbo-okr) r. A small cardboard folder coniaining
sâfety matches and having a striking surface along tlle bottom.
match.box (rnà¿hrbóks') n. A box in which to keep matches.
match.less (mächrlis) adj. Having no match or equal; unsurpassed:
matchless vîttuosíty at the keyboard. -matchrless.ly adu
match.lock (mãchrlök/) n. 1. A gunlock in which powde r is ignited
by a n:atch. 2. A lnusket having suclr a gurlock.
match.mak.er (mäch/mã/kar) n. 1, One who arranges ol tries to
arrange marriages. 2. One who arranges athletic competitions, especially
irr professional boxing. -matchrmak'ing r.
match play n. A method of scoring golf games by counting only thc
number of holes won by each side rather than strokes taken.
match point n. The final point needed to wÍn a sports match, espe-

cially in tennis.
match.st¡ck (rnächrstikr) n. 1. A sholt, slender piece of wood from
which a match is made. 2. Something similar to a matchstick, as in slen-

detness: a jìcama cut ¡nto ,fiatchsticks.
match.up (máchrüp/) r. The pairing of two pcople or things, as for
athletic competition or for comparison.
match.Wood (näch/wo-od') r. 1. Wood in small pieces or splìnters
suitable especially for rnaking matches. 2. Splinters: The vessel was beaten

to matchwood on the rocks.

mater (náÐ r. 1. One of a matched pair: the mate to this glove.2. A

spouse or ¡omantic partner 3a. Either ola pair ofbirds or other animâls
that associate in ordèr to propagate. b. Ë,ither of a pair ofanÍrnals brought
together for breeding. c. Either ofa pair ofplants, fungi, or other organ-
isrns tlrat engage in sexual |eproduction or conjugation with each other.
4a, A persoñüith whorn oncls in close association-; an associate. b. C/ric/-

Iy Brítish A good friend ol companion. c. A person with whorn one slrares

living quarters. Often used in cor¡l¡ination: advertised for a new Ilatmate
5. Aléck officer ou a merchaut sbi¡r ranking next below the maiter. 6. A
US Nary petty ofhcer who is an asiistant to a warrant officer * u mat'
ed, mat.ing, mates -f,: 1. 'Ib join close\, or conbine: an eng¡fle lhût

is mated to a four-speed transmission 2. To cause to be united in marriâge
or a romantic sexual relationship. 3. To cause (organisnis) to breed ol

bring (organisrns) into close proxirnity for breeding. -intr. 1. Tobecotûe
joinãd in;arriage or a ¡o¡naìrtic sexrial relationship. 2a. To be paircd for
reproducing; breed. b. To engage iu sexual reproduction or coniugatiolr'
[Middle English < Middle Low German gerr ate, ffiate, messmate.]
mate2 (mãt),. A clìecknìare. + ff. & i;hv, mat.ed, mat.ing, mates
To checkmate or achieve a checkmate, [Midcllc Engiish < Olã French
rr¿f, clreclcnated < Aralsic mãt, he has died; see cHtcrlrrrt'u.]
ma.te3 (rnärtã) also ma.té (rnä-tèl) n. 1. Ân evergreen shrub or sllrall
tree (Ilex paraguariensís) of South America, widely cultivatcd tor its

leaves, rvhich are rrsed to prepare a tealike beverage. 2. A teaìike beverage,
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: .t,r in South America, ma<le f¡om the dried leaves of this plant. Älso
'p"!Ì)"þ"iog*ty rca, yerl:a mate.3. An oval or rounded contaiirer or cup,

,c'l'riiãnoliy made from a hoììow calabash, in which this teâ is prepared
troÏì",u.d, IAmerican Spanish < Qrrechua matí, calabash container.ì

, *iä.las.sé (mättla-sãr) n. A sturdy, tcxtured, usually cotton fabric
' fÍjl. pu.k.r.a or quilted appearancô, often used in bádding and up-

ft'Ìji"i" ipt.nctt < past participle of maklasser, to pâd, quilt < matelas,
lro^¡'ii"{r, cushion < old Fre¡rch flaterat, see unt'r'ness.]
nl"i.e,lote (mätrl-õt/, mä-talött) n. A fish stew that is cooked in
nli"" r^u... [French < matelot, sallor < Old French natenot, sailor,

I ]l'i'".t., possibly < Middle Dutch nattenoot (pelhaps < matte,bed
u",'i* 

t-atin matlai see Mrtrl + nooú, fellow) or < Old Norse mötunautr,

|,ilìl^æ (nroto, food, mess + tldtllt, conìpanion).]

må.tçt (nrä/tar) r. Chiefiy ßritísh Mother. llatin mttter;see mãter- in

fl.lår.tu.-¡¡.i.as (mà'tar-fa-mïl,e-as) ¡¡, À woman rvho is the

.'J"¿ nt 
^ 

household or the mother of a family, lLatin materþmilias :

. iiiårlr, 'nottr.t' 
see M^rER + familias, archaic genitive ofJamilia,house-

X'j:iåïiåii]'a-tirre-al) r¡. f . rhe substance or substances out of
i"ii.h a thing is or can be made 2. Something, such as an idea or in-

åi"rution, that is to be refned and made or incorporated into a frnished

iøn t: naterial for a comedy.3. materials Tools or apparatus for the

lirforr.n." of a given task: writittg materials' 4. Yard goods or cloth.

l-'A u.rron who is qualifìed or suited for a position or activity: 7åe

|*n,iett oJ the board felt that she was vice-presidential material' * adj'

i.-Of, relating to, or composed of matter' 2. Of, relating to, or affecting

"r'vsical 
well-being; bodily: "the moral and material welJare of all good

liiízens" (flteodore Roosevelt). 3. Of or concerned with the physical as

ilstinct from the intellectual or spiriLual: "Great nten are they who.see thal

äirítual is strcnge, than any material force, that thoughts rule the world"

ihalph Wal<ìo Emerson). 4. Being both relevant and consequential; cru-

iiuli tttti^ony maleríal to the inquíry. See Synonyms at relevant, 5.

. . philosophy Of or relating to the matter of reasoning, rather than tbe fortn.
fMiddlã English, consisting of matter, material < Old French < Late Latin
ìlnteriâlis < L^lin mfiteria, matter; see mãter- in App. l'l

. ma.te. r¡.41. ¡sm (mâ-tîrrè-âlîz'am) n. 1. Philosophy The theory that

Dhysical nìatter is the only reality and that everything, including thought,
ièeiing, mind, and will, can be explained in terms of mâtter and physi-

cal phìnomena. 2. The theory or âttitude that physical rvell-being and
: ivorldlypossessions constitute the greatest good and highest value in life.

'3, Concern for possessions or material wealth and physical comfort, es-

pecially to the exclusion of spiritual or intellechral pursuits. -ma.te,ri., àl.ist n, -ma.te'r¡.al.isrtic ddj. 
-ma.te/ri.al.isrti.cal.ly 

ndv.

', ma.te.ri.al'i.ty (me-tîrte-älri-tè) n,, pl. -ties 1. The state or quality
:' ofbeing materiâ1. 2. Physical substance; matter.
: ma'te.ri.al.¡ze (mâ-tîrtë-elizt) u -ized, -iz.ing, -iz.es -tr, 1. To
''cause to become real or actual: By building the house, we materialize¡l a
.. drean.2. To cause to become materialistic: "Inequality has the natural
;: ønd necessary elect . . . oJ materializitrg out' upper class, vulgarizing our
: tniddle class, and brutalizing our lower class" (Matthew Arnold). -intr. 1,

,''To come into existence; become real: Their support on the eastern Ílank
:.: ¡li¡| not ntaterialize. 2. To appear, especially suddenly: 'As they plunged
, ,down the highway, hazy purple ntountains malerialized" (Tom Bissell). See
:',Synonyms at appeaf, 3. To take physical form or shape. Used especially
r:'of a spirit or ghost. 

-ma.te¿ri.ál.i.zartion 
(-ali-zárshan) n.

:r ma.te.r¡.al.ly (ma-tîrré-a-lè) adv. 1. With regard to the physical
, world. 2. With regard to mâttcr as distinguished from form. 3. To a
::isigniñcant extent or degree; substantially.
i: materials science n. The study of the characteristics and t¡ses of
r:ilhe various materials, such as metais, cera¡nics, and plastics, that are
.:tmployed in science ancl technology.
. ma.te.r¡.4 med.¡.ca (mã-tîrré-â mëd¡ika) n. 1. (used eìth a sing.

, verb) Thc scientific study of medicinal drugs and their sources, prepara-
tton, and use. 2, (used with a pl, ver&) Substances used in the preparation

'.0t me(licinaI drugs. [Ne,¡/ Latin m¡if eria medica (lranslation of Greek hulè
itìfriÈe) : Latin riatería, material + Lîtin medica, feminine of. medicus,
medical.l
ft¡a.te.r¡.el or ma.té.ri.el (ma-tîr,é-ëlt) n. The equiprnenr, appararus,
and supplies of a rnilitary force or other organization. lFrench matériel,

' consisting of matter, mâteriel < Old French materíal; see unrenral.]j ma'ter.nal (n:a-tûrrnal) adj. 1, Relating to or characteristic of a
'-.mother or nrotherhood; motlìe;ly; maternallnsfinct. 2. Inherited fronl
', ¡,Qneì nother: a maternal trai¡. 3, Related through one's motlter: my ma-

t.ernal uncle. IMiddle English < Old French mãternel < Medieval-Latin
. Üt1ternalis < L^tin maternus < mãter, mother; see mäter- in App. I.l
:.;' :-lna.te rrnal. ¡s m r. -m a.ter, n al.ly adv.' nra'ter.ni.ty (ma-tûrrni-të) n., pí. -ti"t 1. The srate of being a

{rother; motherhood. 2, The feelings or characteristics associated with
. uÈrng a mÕther; motherliness.3. A maternity watd. l. adj. Relating to

or cffectivc during prcgnancy, chitdbirth, or the first months of motñer-
! l¡ood: a mßterníty d.ress; mqternill leave. lFrench maternité < Medieval

l!i\ natern¡ttis2 LatiÁ maternuí, matcrnal; see r"rarnnwer,.]
: Màt'e.wan (mät/a-wön/) A coal-rnining town of southwest West Vir-
:. qln¡a on the Keìtucky bordâr. In 1920, it úas the site of a violent labor

alsputc that led to a Áaior uprising in ihc region.
: Il!:eV (mirtë) adj. Cnie¡iy nritiitsociable: friendly.rnàth (nräth) ,,. Máthe-átícs.
' Jath.e.mát'i.cal (mäth,a-mätrikal) also math.e.mat.ic (-Ìk)

uoJ l. Ofor relating to mathenìatics.2a. Precise; exact. b. Absolute;
.:. )^''tatn.3, Possible according to mathcnìâtics but highly irnprobable: The

. teîù 
has only a natlrcfiat¡íol ,lronæ to win the clr"ampionship. ltøiddle

English < Medieval Latín mathenaticdlis < Latin mathë.maticus < Greek
mathematikos < mathema, mathëmat-, science, learning < nanthanein,
nnth-,to learn; see mendh- in ,{pp. i.l -math'e.matti.cal.ly adv.

mathematical induction r. Induction.
mathemat¡cal logic n. See symbolic logic.
.math.e.ma.ti.cian (mäth'a-mâ-tÌshrân) n. A person skilled or
learned in mathernatics.
math.e.mat'ics (mäthfe-mãttiks) n, (used with o sing. verb) The
study of the rreasurernent, pÌoperties, and relationships of quantities
and sets, using numbers and symbols. [< Middle English mathematík <
Old French møthematique < Latin mathèmalica < Greek ffialhCmatikC
(tekhnè), nathematical (science), feminine of mafh èmatíkos, mathemati-
cah see ¡¡nr¡¡eunrrc¡r-.1
math.e.ma.ti2e (mäthrã-mÐ{izt) trv. -lized, -tiz.ing, -tiz.es To
treat or regard rnathernatically. -mathre.ma.ti.zaltion 

(-ti-zãrshan)
n,

Math.er (rnäffirar), Increase 1639-L723. American clergyman and
writer. He and his son Cotton (1663-1728) exerted great theological and
political inlluence on the colony of Massachusetts through their staunch
Puritanism and prolific writing.
Math.ew.son (mäthryo-o-sãn), Christopher Known as "ChristyJ'
1880-1925. American baseball player who tallied 372 of his 373 wi¡¡s
when pitching for the New York Giants (1900-1916).

maths (mäths) n. (used with ø síng. verb) Chiefu ßritßh Mathematics.
Ma.thu.ra (mùtrar-a) also Mut.tra (mi'rtrrâ) A city of north-central
India northwest of Agra. An irnportant repository of ancient lndian art, it
is a Hindu pilgrimage sjte revered as lhe reputed birthplace ofKrishna.
Ma.til.dar (ma-titrda) Known as "Empress Maudi' 1102-1167. Eng-

lish princess as the daughter ofHenry I. After her first husband, Emperor
HenryV died, she married Geoffrey, Count ofAnjou (died I 151), in I 128

and bore the future Henry II. She struggled with her cousin Stephen

of Blois for the throne of England and governed briefly in l14l until
defeated later that vear.
Ma.tif .da2 (maltiìrda) n. Australían The pack or bundle containing
the personal belongings of a swagman; a swag. [< the narne Matilda.]
ma.til.i.ja poppy (mâ-til/ë-hä') n. A woody perennial plant (Rom-

neya coulteri) olCalifornia and Baja California, having Iarge whlte flowers
with yellow centers.lLfter Matilija Canyon in southwest California.l
mat.¡n (mãth) also mat.in.al (-al) adj. Ol or r€lating to matins or to
the early part of the day. [Middle English < Old French, sing. of ntatines,

matins; see ¡ur¿uus.]
mat.i.nee or mat.i.née (mätrn-ãr) r, An entertainment, such as a

drânìatic performauce or movic, presented in the da)tjme, usually in
the afternoon. lFrench ntatînée < ffiatín, morniùg < Old F¡ench natines,
nìatins; see tø,rrINs.]
mat'¡ns (mättnz) n. (used wìth n síng. or Pl. ver¿r) 1a, EcclesiasticalThe

office that forrnerly constituted together with lauds the first ofthe seven

canonical hours. b. The tinle ofday appointed for this service, tradition-
ally nridnight o¡ 2 ¡r'¡ but often sunrisc. 2. often Matins See Morning

matelassé | matins

oi boy
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o-o took
o-or lure
do boot
ú cut
irr urge
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a about,
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Stress mêrks: r (primary);
/ (secondary), as in
dictionary (dik/sha-nèr'ê)

á

ëL

âr
ä
ë

è
I

i
It
ö
o
ô
ôr

pât

PâY
cafe
father
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bite
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paw
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PlUs .

minus ,
plus or minus

minus or plus .

multlplíed by. ,

'divided by

'equal to :r :

not equal to

,appfoximately,

: equAl !o ' l
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equivalent '
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less than
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I
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angle,: '

right,angle :
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