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638 MS Mail 

MS Mall See Microsoft Mail. 

MSMQ See MlcrOSIJft Musage Queue Server. 

MSN See MicrOSDft Network. 

MS-Net (MicroSoft Network) Microsoft's version of PC-Network introduced in 1985. It was not widely used. See 
PCNetwark. 

MSO (Multiple System Operator) A major cable TV organization that has franchises in multiple locations. 

MSP (1) (Management Service Provider or Managed Service Provider) An organization that manages a customer' 
computer systems and networks which are either located on the customer's premises or at a third-party datacenter. 

5 

MSPs offer a variety of service levels from just notifying the customer If a problem occurs to making all necessary 
repairs itself. MSPs may also be a source for hardware and staff for its customers. For infonnation, visit 
www.mspassociation.org. 

(2) (Microsoft Solution Provider) A Microooft certification for qualifying resellers that sell and provide training and 
support on Microsoft products. A certain number of employees must be Microsoft Certified Professionals. 

(3) A Microsoft Paint graphics file format. 
(4) (Multi-Tech Supervisory Protocol) A simultaneous voice and data (SVD) protocol from Multi-Tech Systems, 

Inc., Mounds View, MN. When a telephone handset is picked up, the modem switches to packet mode, digitizes the 
voice and interleaves the voice packets with the data packets. See S VD. 

(5) (Media Suite Pro) A popular Macintosh-based nonlinear video editing system from Avid Technologies, 
Tewksbury, MA. 

(6) An operating system used in Fujitsu IBM-compatible mainframes. 
(7) (Multiprocessing Server Pack) A utility that enables LAN Manager to uHlize a computer's multiprocessing 

capabilities. 

mSQL (Mini SQL) A relational DBMS that runs on a variety of UNIX servers as well as Windows and OS/2. It uses 
a subset of ANSI SQL as the query language in order to keep it compact and provide rapid access. Scripting languages 
such as W3-mSQL (which comes with mSQL), PHP and MsqlPerl are used to access the database from Web pages, 
and programming languages such as C can be used as well. The database can also be accessed using the mSQL prompt 
via Tehtet. 

mSQL was developed in 1994 by David}. Hughes for a Ph.D. research project. It was later commercialized by his 
Queensland, Australia-based company, Hughes Technologies, (www.hughes.com.au). See PHP. 

MS SQL See MicrOSDft SQL Server and mSQL. 

MS SQL Server See Microsoft SQL Server. 

MSVBVMxx.DLL (MicroSoft Visual Basic Virtual Machine [xx.,version #].DLL) The Visual Basic runtime 
module starting with VB 5. MSVBVMxx contains necessary runtime functions and also provides the interpreter for 
Visual Basic applications that are compiled to bytecode rather than native machine code. All Visual Basic applications 
prior to VB 5, and optionally in VB 5, are compiled into an intermediate "bytecode" language, which the runtime 
module turns into machine language on the fly. See VBRUNxxx.DLL and .Yisual Basic. 

MS VIrtual Machine See MicrosrJft Virtwl Machine. 

MSW (MicroSoft Word) See Microsoft Word. 

·MS. Windows (MicroSoft Windows) See Windows. 

MS Word See Microsoft Word. 

MS-Works See Microsoft Works. 
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STREAMS 935 

stovepipe application · A stand-alone program. It implies an application that does not integrate with or share 
data or resources with other applications. 

STP (1) (Shielded Twisted Pair) Telephone wire that is wrapped in a metal sheath to eliminate external interference. 
See twisted pair. 

(2) (Spanning Tree Protocol) See spannitrg tree algorithm. 
(3) (Signal Transfer Point) A node in the SS7 telephone network that routeS messages between exchanges and between 

exchanges and databases that hold subscriber and routing information. See SS7, SSP, SCP and AIN. 
(4) Se.e straight through processing. 

straight through processing In financial technology, the ability to process a stock transaction by computer from 
beginning to end without manual intervention at any of the stages. 

stream (1) A contiguous group of data. 
(2) The I/0 management in the C programming language. A stream is a channel through which data flows to/from 

a disk, keyboard, printer, etc. 
(3) The data part of a Structured Storage file. See Structured Storage. 

stream cipher An encryption method that works with continuous streams of input rather than fixed blocks. Contrasy' 
with block cipher. \ 

streaming Refers to the continuous transmission of data, typically audio or video. See streaming audio and streamirzg \ 
video. 

streaming audio Audio transmission over a data network. The term implies a one-way trtmsmission to the 
listener, in which both the client and server cooperate for uninterrupted sound. The client side buffers a few seconds 
of audio data before it starts sending it to the speakers, which compensates for momentary delays Jn packet (;}eli very. 
Audio conferenclng, on the other hand, requires realtime two-way transmission for effective results. See streaming video. 

st~eaming data Data that is structured and processed in a contlnous flow, sud\ as digital audio and video. See 
streaming audio and streaming video. 

streaming media See streaming audio and streaming video. 

streaming tape A high-speed magnetic l<l:pe drive that is frequently used to make a backup ropy of an entire hard disk. 

streaming video Video transmission over a data network. It is widely used on the Web to deliver video on de~and or 
a video broadcast at a set time. In streaming video, both the client and server software cooperate for uninterrupted motion. 
The client side buffers a few seconds of video data before it starts sending it to the screen, which compensates for momentary 
delays in packet delivery. Streaming video implies a one-way ll'ansmission. whereas videoconferencing requires realtime 
two-way transmission for effective results. The latter is far more demanding on the network see streamitzg audio. 

stream-oriented file A type of file, sum as a text document or digital voice file, that is more openly structured 
than a database file. Text and voice ffies contain continuous streams of characters, whereas database files contain many 
small repeating structures (records). 

STREAMS A feature of UNIX System V that provides a standard way of dynami.cally building and passing messages 
up and down a protocol stack. STREAMS passes messages from the applk.ati.on "downstream" through the STREAMS 
modules to the network driver at the end of the stack- Messages are passed "upstream" from the driver to the application A 
STREAMs module would be a transport layer protocol such as TCP and SPX or a network layer protocol such as lP and lPX. 

STREAMS modules can be dynamically changed (pushed and popped) at runtime, allowing the stack to be used for 
multiple protocols. Two important STREAMS components are the TU and LSL interfaces, which provide common 
languages to the transport and data link layers. See Til, LSL, ODI and OSI. 
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cor-ne-um f'stri\tem ,kOrnAem; 'stra-[ ~>n. 
the horny outer layer of c:he skin. I> Latin, 

layer.' 
'stra·fl>n. clouii fanning-a continu­

gray sheet. often with rain or snow. 
cent.: modern Latin, from Latirt. literal· 

participle of stemerr. 
SHtrous{ the name of two Austrian 

• Johann (1804-49), a leading composer 
known as Strauas the Elder. His best· 

is the Rndetzky Marcll (1838). • Johann 
of Strauss the Elder; known as 

and as the waltz. king. He com­
t.unous waltzes, such as 1M Bh.at Dan11be 

Tales from the VIenna Woods (18681. He is 
for the operetta Die fltdermaus (1874). 

(c.1829-1902), u.-s. manufacturer; 
. He established Levi Strauss & -
to sell pants made oftent canvas 

He eventually sWitched to denim 
the work pants.thi\t became known 

or "Levi's. • ~ • 
(1864-!,949), German composer. 

von }{ofmannsthal he pro­
as Der &serikavalier (1911). He is 
the last of the 19th-century ro­

~-comlpose:l'S. 

&:tro•'vin.:klll, ~or (Pyodorovich) (1882-
cotnp•nert~sident of the U.S. from 

Fitebfrd (191Q) and The Rite of 
Paris audiences with !:heir ir· 

'>-~},~;+~ ...... and dissonances. He later 
necJdasstc·at,~~tyle t;ypified by the opera 

and experimented with 

• n. 1 dried .stalks of grain, used esp. as 
as material for thatching, packing. or 

adj.] a mmv hat. • a pale yellow color 
fas apj.J a duU straw "!lor. • used in 

something insubstantial or worthless: 
words-we~"~: mmly straw. • [with neg­

at all'(used to emphasize how lit-
valued)~ If he finds you here, my ljfi! 

a stmw. 2 a single dried stalk of 
$<1~ 'hewing a stmw. • a stalk of grain 

used in drawing lots: we had ro 
we had. 3 a thin hollow tube 

for sucking drink fi'om a glass or 
English strlaw, of Germanic origin: re-

stroo and German S!Toh. also to 
_., •• ,.w.u adj. 

o grasp (or clutch or catch) at straws (or 
in such a desperate situation as to resort 
most unlikely means of salvation. (from 

11 drawning rrltlfl wtll clutch at a straw.l 
short straw be tlle"Untuckiest of a SFOUp 
esp. in being chosen to perform alt un­

o the laet {or llllal) tnraw a further 
or annoyance, typically Dilnor in it.~elrbut 

top of a whole series of difficulties, that 
situation unbearabt~: frls affil!r was the last 

the proverb tire last !fraw breaks tT1e ~aden) 
o a straw In the wind a slight hint offu-

evelop:m~nts. rt 
/'stro,bere; -b(e)'ijf•n. 1 asweetsoftred 
a seed·studded suiface. 2 the low· 

that produces this fruic, having white 
leaves, and runners, and found 

temperate regions. • Geuus Fra­
the commercial strawbeny 

arumassa. 3 a deep pinkish·red color. 
S!Tea(w)berige, strlowberlge (see STRAW. 

I 

1675 

whitish flowers late in the year. often at the same 
time as the strawbell}'like fmlt from the previous 
1eason's flowers. • Arbutus unedo, filmily Ericaceae. 

straw-board /'stro,bOrd/ ~>n. board made of straw 
pulp, used in building (fact:d with paper) and in 
book covers. 

straw boss 1> n. informal a junior supervisor, esp. a 
worker who has some responsibility but little au­
thority,~ 

straw-ttow.er {'stro,flou(:a)r/ •n. an everlasting 
flower of the daisy fumily. • Several species In the 
fumily Cilmpositae, in particular the Australian 
Helkhrysum bracttatum and plants of the genus 
Helipterum. 

straw man J>n. a person compared to a straw image: 
a sham. • a sham argument set up to be defeated. 

straw poll (also straw vote) -. n. an unofficial ballot 
conducted as a test of opinion: l rook a straw poll 
among my Immediate colleagues. 

stray /sua{ ~ v. (lntmns.J move w-ithout a specific pill' 
pose or by mistake, esp. so as to get lost or arrive 
somewhere where one should not be: l slTayed Cl few 
blocks tn the wrong direction I the military arrested anyor1e 
who strQyed into the exdusion zo11e. • move so as to es­
cape from control or leave the place where one 
should be: dog OW!Ier5 are urged not to allow their dags to 
stray I figurative Iappellr to have strayed Q long way from 
our or:iginal topic. • (inlrans.) (of the eyes or a hand) 
move idly or casually in a spedfied ~ction: htr eyes 
strayed to tl~e telephone. • (of a person who Is married 
or in a long-te.rm relationshlpl be unfaithful: men 
who stray are seen as more exdl111g and desirable. • (in­
lrall$.1 poetic/literary wander or roam in a specified di­
rection: over thlse mounds the Kurdlsh shepherd stray5. 

J>adj. [altrib.) 1 not in the nght place: not wbere it 
should be or where other items of the same kind 
are: he pushed af~ s!Tay lmirs from her face. • appear­
ing somewhere by chance or a~cident; not part of a 
general pattern or plan: she was ldiled by a stray bullet. 
• (of a domestic animal) having no home or having 
wandered away from home: stray dogs. 2 Physics (of 
a physic.al quantity) arisin1!ft!~ a consequence of the 
laws of physics, not by delffi~rate design, and usual­
ly having a detrimental effect on the operation or'ef. 
ficiency of equipment: stray capadtonce. 

l>n. 1 a stray person or thing, esp. a domestic animal. 
2 (strays) electrical phenomena interfering with 
radio reception. !>Middle English: shortenifig of 
Anglo-Norman French and Old French estrayer 
(verb), Anglo-Norman French s!Tey (noun), partly 
from ASTRAY. -stray-er n. , 

streak Jstrl3kJ • n. 1 a long, thin line or roark of a dif­
ferent substance or color from its surroundings: a 
streak of oa. • Microbiology a narrow line of bacteria 
smeared on the surface. of a solid culture medium. 
2 an element of a specified kind in someone's char­
acter: there's a streakofl~mmltyin !he family I Lucyllaa·a 
rnthfess streak. • [usu. with adfl a continuous period 
of specified success or luck: tTu theattris 01111 win11lng 
streak 1 tTu team dosed tile season with anll-game losing 
streak. 

1> v. 1!trans.j cover [a surfucel with streaks: tears strea!G­
!ng her face, Cynthia looked up I htJ,beard was st.-ealced 
with gray. • dye (hair) witlllong, thin lines of <It dif­
ferent, typically lighter color than one's natyr~ hair 
color: fllans.) hair !hat was Slt'ealced blood. •llflcroblol· 
ogy smear(<~ needle, swab:t!tc) over the surf.lce of a 
solid culture medium to initiate a cui~. 2 [In­
trans.] move vety rut in a specified direction: the cat 
leaped free and s~ked across tTu stmr. 3 [fntnlns.J in­
formal run naked in a public place so as to shod< or 
amuse others. I> Old English sl:rica, of Gerq~anic ori­
gin; related to Dutch stretk and Gel1nan Strtdl, aiso 
to STRIKE. The sense 'nm naked' originated in the 
U.S. in the 1970s. -streak-er n. (in sense 3 of the 
vew). " 

•PHRAsES a like a streak /nformslvery fast: lte Is olflik~ 
a stnak. o streak of lightning a flash of lightning. 

streak·lng f'strekfNaf~>n. long. thin lines of a differ­
ent color from their surroundings, esp. on dyed 
hair. 

streak-y rstrekO/ • adj. (streak-I-er' streak-l-est) hav· 
ing smaks of different colors or textures: S!Teaky 
blond halr. • Informal variable in quality; not pre-­
dictable or reliable: King has always been a fai7WIIS!y 
streaky hitter. -streak·i·llf/-IB/adv. -streak-i•rtess n. 

stream }strem/• n. ~ a nnall, narrow river. 2 a con· 
finu'Ous flow of liquid, air, or gas: Frank blew out a 
srream of mwlre I the qlood gushed out In scarlet strooms. 
• a =t within a larger body of water or in the 
ocean. • (a streamfstreams of) a mass of people or 
things moving continuously in the same direction: 

street 

there Is a steady stream of visitors. • (a stream!stl"98m& 
of) a large number of things that happen or come 
one after the other: a woman shouted a srream of abuse. 
• Compullng a continuous flow of data or instruc· 
tions, typically one having a constant or predictable 
rate. 3 British term for TRACK noun sense 5. 

• v. 1 llnlrans.] (of liquid) run or flow in a continuous 
cw:rent in a specified direction: she sat with tears 
streaming down her faa f figurallvs sunlight streamed 
through tlte wtnduws. • (of a mass of people or things} 
move in a continuous flow in a specified direction: 
he was watch!ng the taxis streaming past. 2 [inlr.ms.j 
(usu. be slreamlng) (of a person or part of the body) 
produce a continuous flow ofliquid; run with liq\lld: 
my eyes were streaming I I woke up in the night, slTeam!ng 
wldt sweat l [llllns.) his IOOJith was stmnning blood. 3 (in-
1/ans.] (of hair, clothing,"~c.) float or wave at full ex­
tent in the wind: her blal:k cloak stnamed behind her. 
4 Compuling [lr.1ns.) transmit (audio or video data) 
continuously, so that the parts arriving first can be 
viewed or listened to while the remainder is down­
loading. S British term fo~· mACK vetb sense 4. I> Old 
English striam (noun). ofGennanic origin: related to 
DutchstrOOm, German Strom, from an Indo-European 
root shared by Greek rhein 'to flow.' 

I>PHRASES o against (or wflh) the stream against (or 
with) the prevailing view or tendency: a world In 
wl1kh the demand for tptaUty dots rwt run against the 
streatll. o on stream m or into operation or exis­
tence; available: more jobs are coming on stream. 

stream-er f'slrllmer/•n. a long, narrow strip ofmate--
1-ial used as a decoration or symbol: plasl:fc party 
streamers l figurall~~eastrea!mrof511wke. • [usu. as adj.] 
a banner headline in a newspaper: his appeamnce was 
announced with a streamer headline. • fusu. as adj.] Fish-
Ing a fly with feathers attached: a streamer fly. • As- • 
tronomyan elongated ma.o;s ofluminous matter, e.g., 
in auroras or the sun's corona 

stream·flow f'strem,fiO/ ~ n. the flow of water in a 
stream or river. 

stream·ing f'slremiNejl>n. a method of relaying data 
(especially video and audio material) over a com­
puter network as a steady continuous stream, al· 
lowing playback to proceed while subsequent data 1 

Is being received. 
• ad}. [attrlb.J Compullng (of data) transmitted in a con­
tinuous stream while earlier parts ~ being used. 

stream-letf'str~m!il/l>n. a small stream. 
stresm·llne ['strem,lin/ 1>v. [ttans.J (usu. as adf.J 
(streamlined) deslgn.,.or provide with a form that 
presents very little resistance to a flow of air or 
water, increasing speed and ease of movement: 
streamlined passenger lTains. • ligvraUvs make (an or­
ganization or system) more efficient and effective 
by employing faster or simpler working methods: 
the company streamlined tts operations by removing whole 
layers of management 

•n. a Hne along which the flow of a moving fluid is 
least turbulent. 

hdf. 1 (of fluid flow) free from turbulence. 2 dated 
having a streamlined shape: a streamline airplane. , 

stream of·' aon·scious-ness ~n. Psychology a per­
son's thougbts and conscious reactions to events, 
perceivt:d as a continuous flow. The term was intro­
duced by William ]antes in his Principles ojl'sydw!ogy 
(1890). • a literary style in which a character's 
thoughts, feelings, and reactions are depicted in a 
continuous flow uninterrupted by objective de­
scription or conventional dialogue. James Joyce, VII'­
ginla Woolf, and Marcel Proust are among its no­
table early exponents. 

Streep /strap/. Meryl (1949-- ), U.S. actress: born Mary 
Louise Sl:reep. She won Academy Awards for her per­
formance in Kramer ~s. Kramer (1980) and Sophie's 
ChoiCe (1982). Other movies include The French Lleu­
~nt's Woman (1981), Out af Africa (1986), One True 
Thing {1998). The Hou~ (2002), and 'll~e Manchurian 
Candichlte {2004). 

street /strel/l>n. a public road in a city or town, typi· 
Clllly with houses and buildings on one or both 
sides; the ll<lrTOW, winding streets of Greenwich VIllage l 
(in place name.sj 45 Lake Street • (the street) used to 
refer to c:he financial markets and activities on Wall 
Street. • (the atrset/street~) the roads or public 
areas of a city or town: eve!}' wtek, fans stop me In the 
meet. • [as ~-1 of o:r relating to the outlook, values, 
or lifestyle of those young people who~ perceived 

Pronunciation Key a ago; er over; 'e 01' ,e up; 'er or ,ar 
fur. a hat: a rate: ii car. CH chew: e let; A see; e(a)r air: 
tflt: i by: l(a)r e11r; NG sing; o go; o for: oi boy: oo good: oo 
goo; ou out: SH sht; TH thin; IIi then: (h)w wl~y. iH ~on 
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