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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

UNILOC 2017 LLC,  
 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

 
HULU, LLC. 

Defendant. 

CASE NO. 8:18-cv-02058-GW-DFM 

PLAINTIFF’S PATENT LOCAL 
RULE 3-1 AND 3-2 DISCLOSURES 
OF ASSERTED CLAIMS, 
INFRINGEMENT CONTENTIONS 
AND DOCUMENT PRODUCTION 
ACCOMPANYING DISCLOSURE 
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 1 

Hulu’s Infringement of U.S. Patent No. 9,721,273 
 

Plaintiff accuses Hulu, LLC (“Hulu”) of making, using, selling, licensing, offering for sale/license and/or importing products and 
services, including Hulu.com and its subscription-based streaming OTT service and related software, applications, servers and clients 
(collectively the “Accused Products”) of directly infringing claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 9,721,273 (the “’273 Patent”).   

The asserted claim includes elements that are implemented, at least in part, by proprietary and specialized electronics, firmware and/or 
software in the Accused Products.  The precise designs, processes, and algorithms used in them are held secret, at least in part, and are 
not publicly available in their entirety.  An analysis of Hulu’s documentation and/or source code may be necessary to fully and 
accurately describe all infringing features and functionality of the Accused Products and, accordingly, Plaintiff reserves the right to 
supplement these contentions once such information is made available to Plaintiff.  Furthermore, Plaintiff reserves the right to revise 
these contentions, including as discovery in the case progresses, in view of any non-infringement arguments Hulu may make (e.g., to 
allege infringement under the doctrine of equivalents), in view of the Court’s final claim construction in this action, and in connection 
with the provision of its expert reports. 
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Claim Accused Products 

1. A method for providing 
content via a computer network 
and computing system, the 
method comprising: 

The Accused Products perform a method for providing content via a computer network and computer 
system.  In particular, Hulu operates a streaming service that delivers TV shows and movies to subscribers 
over the Internet. 

  

http://www.hulu.com  

storing presentation data that 
represents content of a first 
collection of one or more 
presentations using the computer 
system;  

The Accused Products store presentation data that represents content of a first collection of one or more 
presentations using the computer system.  For example, Hulu maintains a collection of presentations that a 
user has started, but not finished, watching.  Hulu stores presentation data that represents the first 
collection of presentations, such as titles and cover art.  Such a collection can be displayed in several 
contexts, including on the Hulu homepage: 
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Claim Accused Products 

 

And while browsing categories, such as "Kids": 
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Claim Accused Products 

 

An analysis of Hulu’s source code may be necessary to fully and accurately describe functionality of the 
Accused Products with respect to this limitation and, accordingly, Plaintiff reserves the right to 
supplement these infringement contentions once such information is made available to Plaintiff. 

storing data indicative of the first 
collection of presentations so as 
to be associated with the 
presentation data; 

The Accused Products store data indicative of the first collection of presentations so as to be associated 
with the presentation data.  For example, Hulu stores identifiers for each presentation, such as 
"2b4f6451…" (corresponding to "Chicago Med").  The identifiers are indicative of the first collection of 
presentations and are associated with the presentation data. 

 

In another example, Hulu stores viewing data indicating the amount of time the user has watched each 
presentation in the "Keep Watching" row.  Upon information and belief, viewing data for partially-
watched presentations is used to identify the presentations in the first collection.  As such, this stored 
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Claim Accused Products 

viewing data is indicative of the first collection of presentations and is associated with the presentation 
data. 

 

An analysis of Hulu’s source code may be necessary to fully and accurately describe functionality of the 
Accused Products with respect to this limitation and, accordingly, Plaintiff reserves the right to 
supplement these infringement contentions once such information is made available to Plaintiff. 

storing feed data that represents a 
collection of one or more feeds 
using the computer system, 
wherein each of the feeds 
identifies a corresponding second 
collection of one or more 
presentations being accessible via 
the computer network and 
includes no data representing 

The Accused Products store feed data that represents a collection of one or more feeds using the computer 
system.  Hulu stores feed data representing TV shows and movies that have been recommended to the 
user.  For example, "Line Up" is a collection of presentations recommended to the user.  Upon 
information and belief, Hulu uses identifiers, such as "2b4f6451…" corresponding to "Chicago Med", to 
represent the "Line Up" collection.  These identifiers do not represent the content of the second collection 
of presentations. 
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Claim Accused Products 

content of the second collection 
of presentations;  

 

"For You" is another example of a collection of presentations recommended to the user through the 
browse category pages.   
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Claim Accused Products 

 

The Accused Products store feed data in connection with the operation of its recommendation engine.  In 
the case of displaying the Hulu homepage, the client queries the discover.hulu.com host to identify a 
second collection of presentations (i.e., recommendations labeled "Line Up").  The recommendations are 
identified by id numbers, such as "2b4f6451…" (corresponding to "Chicago Med"), which do not 
represent content of any of the presentations.  This operation reflects the storage of feed data 
corresponding to the second collection by Hulu, prior to transmission of the id numbers to the client. 
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Claim Accused Products 

 

In the case of displaying a browse category page, the client queries the discover.hulu.com host to identify 
a second collection of presentations (i.e., recommendations labeled "For You").  The recommendations 
are identified by id numbers, such as "671bc3fd…" (corresponding to "Teen Titans Go!").  This operation 
reflects the storage of feed data corresponding to the second collection by Hulu, prior to transmission of 
the id numbers to the client. 

HULU, LLC EXHIBIT 1014



 9 

Claim Accused Products 

 

Each of the feeds identifies a corresponding second collection of one or more presentations being 
accessible via the computer network, and includes no data representing the video/audio content of the 
second collection of presentations.  As shown above, the feed data includes the identifiers and other 
metadata associated with the presentations, which is not the video/audio content of the presentations.  In 
addition, the "Line Up" feed data includes other information that is apart from the video/audio content, 
such as the reason(s) for recommending a particular presentation to the user and tags associated therewith. 

HULU, LLC EXHIBIT 1014



 10 

Claim Accused Products 

 

An analysis of Hulu’s source code may be necessary to fully and accurately describe functionality of the 
Accused Products with respect to this limitation and, accordingly, Plaintiff reserves the right to 
supplement these infringement contentions once such information is made available to Plaintiff. 

automatically and periodically 
accessing each of the feeds to 
identify each of the 

The Accused Products automatically and periodically access each of the feeds to identify each of the 
corresponding second collection of presentations using the computer system.  For example, Hulu’s 
catalog of TV shows and movies is constantly changing.  https://www.hulu.com/press/new-this-month/.   
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Claim Accused Products 

corresponding second collection 
of presentations, using the 
computer system; 

The Accused Products also provide a recommendations engine that automatically and periodically 
provides updated recommendations: 

"And for the times when you reluctantly agreed to watch something you wish you hadn’t— or maybe 
your babysitter forgot to switch profiles— we’re giving you the option to “Remove” items from your 
Keep Watching collection on Home and Watch History hub. Just select “Remove” on the program’s cover 
story in Home or within the context menu within the Watch History hub and our recommendation engine 
will forget it ever happened."   

https://www.hulu.com/press/hulu-update/mobile-features-and-your-new-web/  

An analysis of Hulu’s source code may be necessary to fully and accurately describe functionality of the 
Accused Products with respect to this limitation and, accordingly, Plaintiff reserves the right to 
supplement these infringement contentions once such information is made available to Plaintiff. 

storing data associated with a 
third collection of one or more 
presentations; and 

The Accused Products store data associated with a third collection of one or more presentations.  For 
example, Hulu displays additional rows, each corresponding to a separate collection of presentations.  For 
example, on the Hulu homepage, Hulu stores data associated with "New Episodes" and "My Channels." 
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Claim Accused Products 

 

In addition on the browse category pages, Hulu stores data associated with collections of "Live" and 
"Upcoming" TV shows. 

 

An analysis of Hulu’s source code may be necessary to fully and accurately describe functionality of the 
Accused Products with respect to this limitation and, accordingly, Plaintiff reserves the right to 
supplement these infringement contentions once such information is made available to Plaintiff. 
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Claim Accused Products 

aggregating each of the first, 
identified second, and third 
collections of presentations for 
delivery via the computer 
network using a common web 
page. 

The Accused Products aggregate the first, second, and third collections of presentations for delivery via 
the computer network using a common web page.  Both the Hulu.com homepage and browse category 
pages include rows corresponding to first, second, and third collections of presentations. 

Hulu Homepage: 
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Claim Accused Products 

 

Category (e.g., Kids) Browse Page: 
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Claim Accused Products 

 

An analysis of Hulu’s source code may be necessary to fully and accurately describe functionality of the 
Accused Products with respect to this limitation and, accordingly, Plaintiff reserves the right to 
supplement these infringement contentions once such information is made available to Plaintiff. 
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