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CHAMBER 

163:a MAsstSGF.R City Mad. n·. ii, :'v1y pri\'ate house, in 
crammed abundance, Shall pro\'t the Chamber of the City 
poor. 1655 Ft'LU:R Ch. /list. x. i\'. §at We mention not the 
large sums b.,queathed by him [Thos. Sutton] to poor, to 
prisons, to collef!cs, to mendin11 hi~rhwaya, to the chamber of 
London. 1711 Lt'TTRt::LL Brit/ Rrl. (1857) VI. 695 Th.,re 
was r"maining in the chamber of London of the chnity 
mony gathered for them upwards of aooo(,. 17:17-51 
CHAMII~R.~ Cyd., The chamberlain of London krepa the city 
money, which is laid up in the chamher of London, an 
apartment in Guildhall. 18a3 Act 4 Gto. IV. c. so§ 107 (for 
rebuilding London Bridge). The monies .. shall be from 
time to time paid into the Chamber of the City of London. 

t 6. [ = med.L. camera, F. chambre] A 
province, city, etc., directly subject, and 
yielding immediate revenue to the kin~; more 
loosely: Capital, metropolis, royal restdence; 
? royal port or dockyard. 

1555 Fardlt Faciorul . h·. 46 Garama, the chiefc dtie, and 
as we terme it, the chambre of the kin11. 1610 llot.LASD 
Camdtrr's Bn't. (1637) 421 (D.) London .. tht ant of the 
British Empire, and the kin~ of Jo:ngland's chamber. 1631 
Wn·vio:R A .. c. /o'urt. Mort. 6oS This his Citie of :\'lahlon, then 
the chamber of his kingdome. 16.4-4 Howliu. 1\>u:l. Trars 
Ded., To my Imperial Chamber, the Citie of London. 
c1645- l.rtt . (165o) 196llu~ Rcetsof:'\1enof\\'ar .. do 
daily sail on our st-as, and confront the King5 chambers. 
1699 in Col. Rtc. Pnnc. I. 564 Those places called the king's 
chambers, where shipps of w·arr are numerous. 

7. a. The hangings or furniture of a chamber. 
? Ohs. 

16u W. 'TR."'k"RS Supplic. Prit•y Courrul, To unfold thi• 
tapestry, and to hang up the whole chamber of it. 18.45 
Sn:rHp.; Lmrs F.rt/l. II. au ller apparel and bedroom 
furniture. (called the widow's chamber) was first set aside 
for her o"'n use. 1859 Tt·RNJo:R Dom. Arrhit. Ill. iii . 6a The 
purchase of a 'cham~r·, a 'halling', that is, the necessary 
hangings for those apartments. 

b. n1phem. for CHAMBER-POT, Q.V. 
lt)U jO\'C'I:: Uly11t1 755 \\'heres the chamber gone. 1961 

F. G. CASSID\" Jarrtaira Talk \'. 85 'Chamber-pot' ha1 been 
abbre,-iated to Chambn. 

II. An enclosed space, cavity, etc. 
8. An enclosed space in the body of an animal 

or plant; as ~.g. the ventricles of the brain; the 
anterior and posterior chambers of the eye: the 
chambers or compartments of a shell, etc. 

1398 TIU."\"ISA Barth. Dr P.R. 111. ix. (Tollem. :'v1S.), In 1>t 
mo.~te aubtil chambris of 1>t brayne [irr subtiliuimis ctrtbri 
t-nrtriClllu). Ibid. v. xxxvi. (1495) 150 In the herte ofa beeate 
.. ben r.·o chambres. 1774 Got.DSM. Nat. Hist. (1776) VI. 
219 The first cavity, or chamber, of the brain, is filled with 
.. s~rmaceti. 1831 BRt;WSTER Optics xxxv. z88 The two 
pans into which the iris divides the eye are called the 
anterior and the posterior chambers. 1866 ARGYLL Rtigrr 
Ltnr ''· (cd. 4) ~o The nectar chambers of long tubular 
flowers. 1882 Vtst::S Sarhs' Bot. 455 Hollow chambt-rs 
"'·hich rxtend from base to apex. . ' 

9. a.. An artificial space, cavity, or ·room for 
various purposes; an enclosed space or 
compartment in a piece of mechanism, etc. 

E.g. An underground c8\'ity for holding powder and 
bombs, called also p()Wdtr-rhambtr, bomb-chambtr; the apace 
enclosed between the gates of a canal lock; the part of a 
pumP- in which the plunger or piston works; and in many 
s~c1fic applications in arts and manufactures. 

1769 Ft.LCosu Diet. Marint (1789), Corps dt pompt, the 
chamber of a pump. 1811 A. T. TIIO!ItSOS /.ond. Disp. 
(r8r8) 8 Into a chamber lined with sheet lead .. water is 
·poured. 18z5 j. !'lltCHOL!;os Optrat. Muhanic 175 The 
aream is con\'eyed . . into the upper chamber of the upper 
box. 1831 liT. ::viARTISt::Al' Sor. Amtr. II. 196 Our boat won 
the race, and :'o\"t bolted .. into the chamber of the first lock. 
1879 Cosul/'1 Ttchn. Edur. IV. 74/2 These tubes terminate 
in a small chamber. 
. b. A concave part leaving a hollow space 
underneath. 

attrib. in 0/>ert-clut.mber />Gftel in a 1addle, the panel or 
padded pan 10 atuffed as to allow a current of air to pal 
between the saddle and the hone'• back. 

1888 Saddlrr'1 Priu Lilt, But full ahaftoe, euitable for 
India, with open chamber panel. 

10. ta. A detached charge piece in old 
ordnar:tcc to put into the breech of a gun. Obs. 

1465 m Poston l.rtt. 978. Ill. 436, ij. handgonne1, iii~. 
chambers for gonny• . . tern, a atokkc gonne with iiJ. 
cham ben. 1481-90 lloward llouuh . 81u. (1841) 23, ij. lytel 
broken goonye, and three. chambcra to them. 1627 Ct.I'T. 
S!~tiTH Sraman 1 Gram. XI\', 66 Chambers i1 a char¥e m11de 
o~ brasse or iron, which ':'·e. usc: to put in at the brnch of a 
slr!'g or murthcrer, contcmmg JUit ao much powder aa will 
driUe away the case of atone1_or ahor. 1867 SMYTH Sailor' I 
Word-bk., M'!rt!trtr, 1mall p1ccc1 of ordnance which were 
loaded ~r sh1ftmjJ meta) chamben plact"d in rhc. breech. 

tb. Name giVen m 16.:.17th c. to a p1ece of 
ordnance; esp. a small piece without a carriage, 
standing on its breech, used to fire salutes: Obs. 
[Cf. the German buchse, orig. the box or 
chamber of a gun, now the gun itself, and see 
HARQUEBUS.] 

1540 Sc. Ld. Trtosurrr's Art. ' in Pitcairn Crim. Trio/1 I. 
306 Dounc-taking of xxx Chalmeris of l>e J leid of David is 
Towris .. with vthir Chalmeris and :Munitioune. 1577 
HoLt,..,"SIIW Chron. Ill. 1209/1 Robert Thomas maister 
gun!"er of England, desirous . . to honour ~he feast . and 
manage daie . . made three great rraines of chambers. 1594 
PEEl~ Batt. Alc-azar 124 The trumpets sound, the chambers 
are d1scharged. 1597 SHAKS. 2 lltn. IV, 11. iv. S1· · a 16:17 
!\imnt..t:TOS World. Lf!st Wks. V. t9o Stagt dirrction, 
Chambers shot offw1thon. 1668 Land. Gaz. :-.lo. 255/3 At his 
Entry rnto the Town the great Guns and Chambers were 
doscharged. 1727 Rriu's Wttkl)· Jrnl. 13 Oct. 3 Guns and 
Chambers were fin:d all Day. 

c. Thot port of the bore of a gun in which the 
chorge is ploced (in rnony obsolete types of 
ordnance, esp. morton ond howitzers, of 
smollcr diorneter thnn the bore, but now ll !!pace 
of lnq~er dinmctet: ace quot. i 879); in old 
revolvers, cnch of the barrel9, and 111 new, each 
of the cornpnrtmcnts or the breechlng which 
contnin the charge. 

1627 CAI'l'. SMitH StamaN'I Gram. xlv. M In I 11reat 
rcece Wt cell thAI h~r Chamb~r 10 fAr 81 the powder doth 
""ach when ahe li IBdcd. 167:1 Corrrpl. Gu"ntr In Mil . 01 
Mt~r. lJiuiplint 111.1v. 5· 174:1 Phil. Tra"' · XI.II. 181 'l'hat 
th~ Chanre of the Form In the ChBmbet, will produce a 
ChanR~ o the Diaunce to which the Bullet Ia thrown. 1859 
F. GRIFFll"IIS Artil. Ma". (t86:a) 190 The bullet ,chamber 
and bore are rifled. The powder chamber Ia not nfled, but 
is of a lar11tr dlamtter than the bullet chamber. 1874 
K~<tGIIT Diet . Mtch. I. 446/:a The 11reat bronze. gun of 
l\·1oscow .. Bore 36 in. diamett-r; chamber .. 19 in. dtameter. 
1879 Timn (wt-ekly ed.) ro jan. 14/J The u1e of air-apact: 
left above and about the charge of powder in • auitable 
chamber, larger than the bore of the gun, hu produced the 
most astonishin11 results .. The roo-ton Armstrona gun .. 
was not originally chambered .. The addition of the 
chamber .. added 6, 700 foot-tons . . to ill atriking ener11y. 
1888 Daily Nrws a6 June t0/3 A six-chambered revolver 
was discovend. It was loaded in five chamben, and one 
chamber had evidently been recently diachar11t'd. 

d. The cavity in 8 mine for the reception of the 
powder. 

liJo-6 BAtLEY Chambtr of d Mirr,. 
I I. In combination. . 
11. chamber of dais. Sc. Also chamber of 

deas, of deese, chambradeese [Jamieson 
suggests a F. •chambre au dai1, room with a 
canopy]. A parlour; al11o a best bedroom. (Jam.) 

a 16o5 R. BANNATYSJ> Jrnl. 486 (Jam.) Adam causit bier 
butt the deid corpa to the chalmer of device. 1731 Mtm. 

;.if:d ~:ict~~~~r ~fD~c-:;~~ a"~.:'mbe~h~~.,e~hchi~~~;d ii~: 
when he comes to 1 Tenant's hou1c. 1818 Scorr llrt. Mid/. 
xxvi, And then my mother'• wardrobe, and my 
11randmothcr's forby .. they are a' in the chamber' of de as 
· Oh, jeanie, ganiJ up the stair and look at them I 1824 -­
Rrdgauntltt Let. XI, just opposite the chamber or dais which 
his muter occupied. 

11. attrib. and obvious comb., as chamber· 
ambush, -bawd, -bell, -candle, -candlestick, 
·door, -groom, -hanging, ·keeper, -keeping, 
-lamp, -Physic, -ridden adj. (cf. bed-ridden), 
·robe, t-room, -servant, ·sill, ·soot, ·sweeping, 
-wall,. ·window. Sometimes· connoting 
effeminacy or wantonne:;~. as ·chamber­
combatant • (cf. CARPI-:T-KNlCHT), ·critic, 
-delight, t·g!ew Sc. [see GLEE], -Pleasure, 
-scape, -term. 

1671 MILTON Samson IIIZ Nor in the house with 
•chamber-ambushes Close-bnnded durtt [they] attack me. 
1684 Sot:TH~RSE Disappoint. 11. i, Thou art a praying 
•Chamber-bawd, And lruth abhma •hee. 18,f1 MARRYAT 
Poacher xl, :'v1rs. Phillips .. lighted a •<.hamher candlestick to 
go to bed. 1613 WtTHt::!l F.pitl.al., •Chantber-combatants 
who never Wear other helmet !han a hat of bever. a 1~37 B. 
Jossos Epi~r. luii, Thou art start~•! up A •chamber-cntic, 
and doth dme, and •un At madam's table. 158o SIDI"EY 
Arcadia (1674) 3J In t\;e comparison thereof {hunting] he 
disdained al •chamber-drlighu. 1516 in Glassco..:k Rrc. St. 
Mirhatl's, 8p. Stortford (188.z) JS For a key ro S•. Johns 
•chamber-dore viijd: 16o::11 SHAKS. /lam. IV. v. 53 lie dupt 
the chamber dore. 1850 ::viAGt!'il" Ilomtric Ballads 193 
Eurynome, as a •chamber-groom \\'ith lamp iro hand, to the 
nuptial room The new met_partnersled. 1611 SHAKS. Cymb. 
v. v. 204 Auerring notes Of •Chamber-han~ing, Pictures, 
etc. 1647 R. STAPVLTON Juvma/ sa What giv st thou to my 
lord Cossus his •Chamber-keel?en? 1375 BARIIOl'R Bruu v. 
s8o A •chalmir page thar vith him 1tid. 1774 :'4. :'v1ACK!o:NZIE 
Moritimt Surv. lntrod. 13 The •Chamber-performances of 
Map-sellers and Drawers, who .. never saw any of the Placca 
they delineate. 16o1 IIOLLAND Pliny II. J~ Clinice . 
Margin, •Chamber Physicke. So called, because her visited 
his patient• lying aicke in bed. o 1640 ::viASSJSGt:R Bashful 
Lot•. v. iii. D. Will you .. exchange your triumphs For 
0chamber-pleasure1? c 1630 DRUMM. OP IIAWTH. Potrrrs 
Wka. ( 171 I) s6/r Ilia •chamber-prayers, Which lre pour'd 
'mid1t aogha and teart To avert God'a fearful wrath. 16:a7 
BP. IIAt.L M,dit. fd Vowtl 1. v, Satan may Juoke in at my 
doorc• .. but he aha II not haue, , one •chambcr•roomc .. to 
1oiourne in. o 1618 Dt.Vtt;S Extasit Wk1. (1876) 9::1 (0.) The 
•cha!llber-scapea, The 1inne1 'g1lnu Nature, and the 
bru111h rapu. 1856 0LMIITI!D Slat•l Statll 49 The 
•chamber-•ervanta are negroc:1, and are accumpli1hcd in 
their bu1ine••· 1670 RACIIARII Cont. CltrtY 16 Dcd-makin_s, 
•chambcr-lweeping and watn-fetchlng. 11197 Ill Pt. 
Rtturn l'o,au. 111. /. 88H Sir Oliver, Sir Randal, ha1e, base 
•chamber-tearmeal a 1613 OvtRnunv A Wif1 (1638) tao lie 
beg ina to aticke hi1letteraln hia 11round •Chamber~window. 
1878 DROWNJNO La Saisia• 16 The chamber-window'• 
open. 

13. Special comb., chamber acid, sulphuric 
acid in the condition and of the strength at 
which it is removed from the lead chambers; 
chamber arrest, confinement In one's room 
under arrest; chamber-barrlsterb a barrister 
who confines himself to cham er-practice; 
t chamber-bored a, 1 of B piece of ordnance, 
having a chamber of differen~ bore from that of 
the piece; chamber cantata, a cantata suitable 
for p~rformance in a private room; chamber­
cast, a cast of the chambers of · a· shell; 
tchamber-chlld, -chlel(d, Sc. 'a servant who 
waits in a gentle~an's ch~mb.er, a valet' _(Jam.); 

CHAMBER 

chamber-closet, n commode for invalid• and 
the infirm (Knight Diet. Meclt., a 1877); 
chamber-concert, a concert where chamber­
music is performed; chamber-counsel, (a) 
privotc coun11el or business; (b) opinion given by 
11 lawyer in private cham ben (sec 11ense 3 b); (c) 
a lawyer who gives opinion11 In private, not in 
court; chamber-counsellor "' prec.; chamber­
.tas , the gas, or mi~ture of gases, contained in 
the lnrge lead chambers used in the manufacture 
ohulphuric acid; chamberhand N.Z., one who 
work8 In the Freezing-chamber in a freezing­
works; chamber-hone, a contrivance which 
enables ll penon to obtain exercise resembling 
that of horse-riding; chamber kiln, a kiln 
consisting of a aeries of chambers arranged in 
circular form, used for burning cement, bricks, 
and tiles; also attrib.; chamber lad, a bedroom 
attendant in chombera; t chamber-letter, one 
who lets rooms for hire; chamber man, a 
bedroom attendant (cf. CHAMBERMAID); a man 
employed in or about a chamber, esp. to do the 
work connected with a manufacture by a 
chamber process; chamber-mate, one who 
shares the same room with another, a CHAMBER­
FELLOW; chamber-milliner, a milliner who 
carries on business in a private house, not in a 
shop; chamber-music, that class of music 
specially fitted for performance in a private 
room, as distinguished from a concert-room, 
church, etc.; chamber-or~an, a small organ 
suitable for 8 private room; chamber-piece = 
cHAMBER 10 b: chamber-pitch (Mu1.), (see 
quot.); chamber-practice (Law), practice in 
chambers and not in court, the practice of a 
chamber-counul; chamber process, a 
manufacturing process that is carried out by 
means of a closed or sealed chamber; chamber­
set, a set of chamber ware or furniture; 
tchamber-stead, a place for a chamber; 
chamber-stool, a close-stool; chamber-story 
(Arch.), 'that story of a house appropriated for 
bed-rooms' (Gwilt); chamber-study, private 
study (see quot.); chamber-tomb Archzol., a 
chambered tomb (see CHAMBERED ppl. a.); 
chamber-utensil, -vessel CHAMBER-POT; 
chamber-work, t (a) sexual indulgence (obs.); 
(b) the work of a chamber-maid. See also 
CHAMBER-DEACON, -FELLOW, -LYE, -MAID, -POT. 

1872 W, CROOKES tr. Watnrr's Chtm. T~chnol. ao6 
•Chamber Acid. As soon aa the acid formed in the leaden 
chambers has acquired a sp. gr. of 1·5 - so•· B. - 140< 
Twaddle, it is run off into a reservoir. 1879 Lt•NGE Sulplumi: 
Acid I. 296 At Oker each cubic metre of chamber-space 
yields a·8s kilograms chamber-acid of to6• Tw. in the case 
of rich orcs. 1903 Daily Chron. t9 Dec. s/1 Frederick the 
Great, when Crown Prince, was not only condemned to 
•chamber-arrest, but actually flung into prison. 1888 Pall 
!>fall G. 9 Jan. 14/1 He believed that there we~ one or two 
ladies practising as "chamber barristers. 1669 Sn"RMY 
Marinn's Mag. 11. v. xii. sS To know whether your Pi~ be 
•Chamber-bored. 1905 E. J. Dt::NT Scarlatti 9 The immense 
popularity of the •chamber-cantata during the whole of the 
seventeenth and the earlY. part of the eightttnth century. 
1875 DAwsoN DawN of Lif~ vii. 185 Dr. Gumbel, observing 
.. grains of coccolith .. in crystalline calcareous marbles, 
considered them to be ·•chamber casts' or of orsanic origin. 
1546 J. Lt!IIDSAV Ltt. in Tytler llist. Scot. (t861) Ill. 374 Y• 
cardinal's •chalmer child. e1568 :\lt•RR.\\' in I. Campbell 
LOt!t-lttt. Mary Q. Srots App. ~8 Dalgleishe, chalmer-chil_d 
to my Lord Bothwell, wes takm, and the box an~ lett~ns 
quilk he brou~ht out of the cast~ll. 183~ MtmctJl f:•br. 
Suppl. 111. t91 he,, Soir~~s l'ol&~siralts estabhshed at Pans .. 
probably aug~cated the •Chamber Concerts. ~611 SHAKS. 
Wint. T. 1. ti. 237, I haue trusted thee Wnh all .. My 
•Chamber-Counce Is. 1691 Wooo .4th. Oxo11. II. 107 Selden 
. . 11ave eomctime• Chamber-Counsel, and was goo~ at 
conveyance. 1850 GROTE Grrtct 11. lxii. VIII. as His ••lent 
a11istancc in political and judicial d~bates, as a sort of 
chamber-counsel, was highly appreciated. 1711 Snt:LI! 
Sprrt . :-.lo. a P6 He is .. among Dovincs what a •Ch~m~~­
Counst'llor ia among Lawyers. 1879 Lt'I"GE Suplhurrr And 
(. JJ I If 0 0 a atraight tube is introduced. 0 into the draught­
~ipc: tnklns away the •chamber-gas. 1950 Lorrdfai/IV. ns 
The gana of •chamberhands who usually dawdle along 
behind me. 1774 \Vt;SLEY Whs. (t872) XIV.a68 Those who 
cannot afford this Jriding], may use a •chamber-horse. 
1835-6 Tooo Cyrl. . a48/a The difference between riding 
a chamber-horse and a real one. 1948 Archit. RttJ. Clll. 6 
(caption) Thomas Sheraton, Chamber Horse. 17?3· The 
great cab\net-maker desil'ned this 'chamber hone for the 
gentleman who wished hts riding exercise regardless of the 
weather. a 1884 KstGHT Dirt. Mrrh. Suppl., •Chombn 
Kiln, a brick or tile kiln in compartments; sometime~ 
capable of being heated in succession. 190:1 Encyrl. Brit. 
XXVI. 630 The kilns most commonly employed nowadaya 
£for burning Portland cement] are 'cham~r kilns'. 19:11 
Dirt. Occ&~p. T~rms (t927) J 092 Chambtr kilrr man (cement); 
.. regulates supply of gas m chamber kilns. 1889 GRl.TT0:-1 
Mtmory's Harkback 157 Sugden became •_chamber lad to a 
conveyancer, where he p_icked up the foundation of hia law 
knowledge. 1670 G. H. Hill. Cardirrals 1. 111. 74 The 
•Chamber-men .. put on their Cardinalitial habits. 11!84 
IIJGOINSOS Com. Smu about Wom. xlii. 173 [She] hu her 
pillow smoothed and her curtains drawn, not by a 
chambermaid, but by a chamberman. 19:n Diet. Ouup. 
TtrrrU (19a7) § 148 Chambn man (white lead); maku white 
lead by chamber process. 1886 BRODRICK llut. Ullil•. 
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COUPLE 

1610 B. jossos Alch . 1. i, 'Sdeath, you perpetual cura, 
Fall to your couples again, and cozen kmdly. 1611 SHAK9. 
Wint . T . 11. i. 1 JS lie keepe my Stables where I lodge my 
Wife, lie goe in couples with her. 1633 P. FLETCH ER Purplt 
Is/. 11 . 19 nolt, None of them [the nerves] sinRie, but runne 
in couples. 1~-7 Cu:vELAND Char. Lond. Diurn. 4 They 
hun t in their Couples, what one doth at the head, the other 
scores up at the heelc. 1705 lltCKERINGII.L Prirrt-rr. II. iv . 
39 (Like Blood-hounds) they usually hunt (in Couples) 

·. together, (Avarice and Ambition) that's their Name. 1836-9 
DICKENS Sic . Boz, Dancing A cad. ix, And when he hod bt'~n 
sufficiently broken in in the parlour he bcAan to run in 
couples in the Assembly-room. · 

2. transf. t a. A connexion betweer\· two parts 
of the body; ? a ligament. Obs. 

1535 CoVt'RDALE Col. ii. 19 1' hc heade wht'rof the whole 
body by ioyntes and couples recuueth norishmtnt and is 
knyt together. · 
· t b . Gram. A connecting word or particle; n 
copula. Obs. 

1628 T. SPEI"CER Logiclc 161 The Verbt' (in the 1.-'0mmon 
language of the Schooles) is called the band, or couple. 1711 

· J .'GREEt;wooo Rrrg . Gtam. 1 ~:a It is called flle Subjun~tive 
, Mood because it is subjoin'd or added to the firat Sentence 

by some Caple or Tyc. 
t 3. Union or coupling in matrimony; the bond 

of wedlock; sexual union. Obs . . 
c 1320 Orph~ 4:U in Ritson MrtT. Rom. II. :a6s A foule 

couple it were fonhy To lete hur com in thy company. 1362 
LANGL. P. Pi. A. x. t8o I lit is an vn-comely co_uple . . To 
)eutn a )ong wenche to an old febl~ :\1on. c 1450 M VRC t 94 
Wyth-owten cowpullc: or ft~schly dcdc. a 1553 LD. BERNERS 
Huon clxii. 631 It were a mete copyll of \ ' S twayne to be 
ioyned-together in muyage. 1611 CoRY AT Crudili'J 441 To 
~ ~gonen in the honest and chest couple of marriage. 

11. A union of two; a pair. 
The plural after a numeral is often couple, esp. 

when followed by of with the names of animals 
or things. · 

4. A brace of dogs used for hunting, esp. 
harriers or spaniels; also, a brace of conies or 
rabbits. . · 
cJ4~o-so Two Coolc~ry-blcl . , CC. copull Conyng11es. 
14~5 MALORl' Arthur x. xiii . 434 A noyse .as hit hadde 
~n a thyrtty couple of houndea. 1527 W. CAPOS in Fiddc:s 
Wolsey 11. (1726) 104 He gave to us 6 cowple of con yes. 1610 

.GviLLIM Hrraldry 111. xiv. (166o) 167 Skilfull Forresters .. 
Do use to say, a Couple of Rabbcu or Conics. 1636 W. 
DEJIINY in Ann. Dubrrnsia (1877) 14 Then throw th~y in 
their Couples, and one cry Of many Parkes do ring about the 
Skie. 1725 BRADLEY Fam . Diet., Couplr, in respect to Conies 
and Rabbets, the proper Term for two of them; so it is for 
two Hounds. 18o1 STRUlT Sports ($ Past. 1. i. 19 Two 
spaniels or harriers were called a couple. 

5. a. A man and woman united . by love or 
marriage; a wedded or engaged pair. 

a 1300 Cursor M . 10168 (Cott:) To wijf he has dame anna 
tan,- Wassuilk a cuple [v.r . coupil, couple] neuer nan. 1393 
LA...,GL. P. Pl. C. XIX. 224 The bible bere1> witnessc .. })at a­
corsed alle couples 1>at no kynde forth brouhtc. 1436 E.E. 
Willi (1882) 107 Euery couple of man & wyf dwellyng at 
Ochecote . .1545 BRti"KLOW Comp/. 44 b, .iij. pownd of euery 

~hundreth, to be bestowyd vpon poore cop_yls at their 
maryagea. 1610 SHAKS. Tnrrp . IV . i. 40, (must Bestow vpon 
the eyca of this yong couple Some vanity of mine Art. 1667 
MILTOS P.L . IV. 339 Fair couple, linkt in happie nuptial 
League. 1711 Sn:ELE Sput . !'lo . . 254 1!'3 A very loving 
Couple. 17.53 Scots Mag. Aug. 422{2 The happy couple who 
got the Dunstable bacon in 175 t . 1847 EMERSOs Repr. Mtn, 
Uus of Gt. Mm Wka. (Bohn) I. 284 It is observed in old 
couples .. who ha_ve been houaemates for a course of yean, 
that thry grow alike. 1875 MRS. RAr.:DOLPH Wild Hyacinth 
l. 43 S1r Loudoun would give up Glen Ettrick at once to the 
young couple. . 

b. A man and woman associated as partners in 
a dance or the like. · 

1759 Comp.l. utt.-r.oriter (ed. 6) 226, l stood two couple 
above her. .1857 Hu!'Hu; Tom Brown 11 . viii, A merry 
country-:<fance wu gomg on .. and new couples joined in 
every mmute. c 1875 Routll!f!Jr'l Ball-room G11idr 31 The 
·Lancera mu~t be danced by four couplea only in each set. 
• 6. Of ammals: a. A pair. of opposite sexes. 
• t 1325 E. E. A/Itt . P. B. 33.3 Of vche beat t>at berez Jyf busk 

· J>t: II c:upple. 1362 LASGL, P. Pl. A. x. 169 Aile achulen dye 
for h11 dedu .. Out ·taken Eihtc aoulee, and of vche bee at a 
couple. , , 

b. Farming. A ewe and · her lamb· double 
couple, a ewe with two lambs. ' 

a 1722 LISLE Hutb . Glou. (E.D .S .), Coup/tl , ewu and 
lam.bs. 1855Jrnl. R . Agric. Sot. XVI. 11 . :Z.IJ< , :z.oo rwc:a with 
thnr lamba, generally here [Bucka.) cal)ed-'coupln'. 1882 
~;;:::~~di~r:.~~ar. , 9 ain11lr couplea llnd 1 double ditto 

7. a .. gen. Two individuals (persons, af)imals, 
or things) of the same sort . taken together; 
properly used of such as are paned or associated 
by some common function or relation; but often 

· loosely, as a mere synonym for t'o/o. Cf. pair. 
·t couple of corn: app. two quarters. 
· A~l shades of_gradation connect the strict sense 

. (as m 1541) Wtth the loosest (as in 1711 ). 
1365 purh: flalmol~ Ro/11 (Surteee) 4Z Ad emend urn ij 

coppell dc_a11lee cum les pannea. c 1400 Brryn :z.oo2 per 11< 
1>er a coup1ll gon to speke II< eke to roune. 1481 CAxToN 
R~nard (Arb .) 68 Tho gaf, l hym a copel of maynchc:ttie 
wtth swe1e but.ter. 1486 Bk: St. Albans F vj a, A Couple or 
• payer of bottll11. 15a6 Act. 28 Hm . VIII in Stat , /r~l . 
(16:11) 77 After the rate of fi~teen~ shillings the couple of 
come. 1535 CoVERDALE Juduh x1x. 3 A seruaunt and a 
couple of uses. 1541 R. CoPLANU Guydon'1 QutJI. Chirurg., 
Howe many cowples of sensityfe synewea come fro the 
brayne. 1570 A.scHA!\1 Scholtm. Pref. to Rdr . (Arb.) :z.o 
Though they three do cott me a couple of hundred poundes 
by yeare. 1599 SHAKS. Much Ado 111. v. 34 A couple of as 

arrant knouea u ony In :\ieeeinn. 1611 UtllLI( :1 Sam . xlll. 6 
Make me a couple of cokca. 16~8 D"oMI! Anlifl . IV . viii, 
Theae penon• pane over the Stoge In Couplet. 1711 
Sn:ELE Sprct . No. 8 1!'1, I ahAll here comtnunlcatc to the 
World a couple or letters. 1867 LADY u~nuenl' Cradlt L . vii. 
104 We spent • couple or hours resting and explorlnl! the 
ruins. 1885 Lar~ 1'imr1 LXXX. 1 r t/1 The rule .. hu ulsted 
for at leut a coUIJle of ctntutle1 . 

b, (With of omitted) ., colljJie o) (cf. coVI'LA; 
U.S. colloq.). 

1925 S . L~wtB Mor~in A,otusmitlt . xvl. t88 .A courle 
months in holy. 1934 0 . 1-lAMM F.l'T Thnt Mort "xlt . 173 She 
touched me fot a couple hundred to blow town . 

c. Quasi-adj. a ccntj:Jle more ( • . ), two more 
(colloq.). 

[1934 t>. A. TAYLOR Sandbar Sinistrr vi. 9:a ' Juat you hanl( 
on for a couple minutes more,' Asey promised fu~r . ] 1961 'it . 
STONI! ' Man who /oolttd Death in f.y~ iii . 5J The crowd of 
curious onlookert (lllthered in the atreet an a couple more 
copa to hold them at a decent distance . 196!1 A. L UIII I! 
Nowhrrt Cit \I llii. r 23 I wonder If I could dictate ll couple 
more letters ' then, while we wait? 1985 W01hingtort Po11 ·4 
jan. Al3/4 It's going toLe a couple more montha .. before we 
decide what to do. 

d. With ellipsis of of drinks, of glasses, etc. 
colloq. 

1933 ' R. KtvERI"E' Mtnau xvi. 180 Stopped et the 'Swa~' 
for a couple. 1934 H . M . HARWOOD Old Folks at llomt I. I, 
Li:Ja (coldly): I said you had had a couple. 

8. One of a pair of inclined rafters or beams, 
that meet at the top and arc fixed at the bottom 
by a tie, and form the principal support of a roof; 
a principal rafter, a chevron. 

[Cf. c6oo lstDORii Orig. XIX . xix. 6 Cuplre [v .r. copl«, 
complre] vocatBC, quod copulent in ae luctantn.l . 
1~64 Durh . llo/m. Ro/11 (Surtec:a) 31, J domum 

sufficientem de iij copula. e1380 Sir Frrumb. 1328 AI 1>e 
copies cipres were & t>e raft rea were al-so . t 1425 WYNTOCI" 
Cron. l:>t . vi. 163 Twenty euppil he gave.or rna , to 1>e body or 
1>e kirk olsua. 1572 Dosst:WELL Armor!# 11. 75 An houae IS 
neuer made perfccte, till these copies be put vpon it, by the 
maner of an heade. 1659 W1LL8fOHD Stalu Comm., Archil . 
1 :a At every joynt a collar-beam, faatned at their heads with 
a pin onely; these last by some are called the Arch-couplev. 
1796 Statui. Ace. Stoll. XVII. 1iO (Jam.) The oak couples 
were of a circular form, lined with wood . 1868 G . 

~:~~~:d~~!·tt:a/:~:'r~~?.~r;:h~o 0J~~~. [ ~0SaSk~~:}~~ 
IV. Somtrstt Word-bk. s.v., A 'half-couple' is a single main 
timber, such as 'would be used in a 'lean-to' rooi. · 

t9. = COt;PLET 1. Obs. rare. 
c 1330 R. BnUNNt: Chron. Wau (Rolls) 102 S ir Tristrem; 

ouer gcstcs it has 1>e steem .. if men it sayd as made Thomas; 
But I here it no man so say, pat of som copple aom is away. 
14::13 ]As. I. Kingis Q. Xl<lttii , All the gardyng and the wallis 
rong Ryght of thoire song, and on the .:opill ne~tt Off thaire 
suete armony. 1589 Pt.;lTENHAM Eng. Pottit 11 . x. (Arb.) 99 
By distick or couples of verses agreeing in one cadcnc~ . 

10. Dynamics. A pair of equal and parallel 
·forces acting in opposite directions, tending to 
· produce a ·motion of rotation. 

1855 PEIIICE Anal. Muhanics 40 A couple of fcrces ·is a 
system of two parallel11nd equal forces which act in different 
hnes. 1881 MAXWELL Fltctr. (!/ Mc.gn. Il. 103 The moment 
of the couple with which terrestrial magnetism tends to turn 
the .. magnet . 

fig . 1887 Blackw. Mag. Sept. 293{1 The central 'couple', 
as ·the Mathematicians would call it , of the European 
balance. , 

. 11. Geom. (See quot.) · ·. 
1881 C . TAYLOR Gtom. ConiCI 257 If three or more pairs 

of points A , A'; B, B'; C, C; ere. be taken on a straight line 
at such distances from a point 0 thereon that OA . OA' -= 
OB . OB' • OC . OC - etc., they are said to constitute a 
system in Involution . . the points (A, A') (B, B' ) (C, C') etc., 
are called Conjugate Points or Couples of the involution. 

12. Electr. A pair of connected plates of 
different metals, used . for 'creating either a 
galvanic or a thermo-ele~tric current. 

• 1863 TYNDALL u~at .. i . App. (t870) 17 The figure 
represents what is called a thermo-electric pair or couple. 
186~-72 WATTS Diet . Chem. ll . 415 The ayatcm of two 
diaa1milar metals immersed in a liquid which acts on one of 
them is called • Galvanic or Voltaic Couple. 1885 WATSON & 
Bt.:RBt:RY Math . Th . Electr. f$ Magn. l. 240. 

13. Astron. A double star. 
14. attrib. and comb., as couple-balk (Sc.), cf. 

sense 8 and IJALK sb. 1 11; couple-keep (see 
quot.) . 

1843 DY.THUNI! Sr. Fir~sid1 Stor. 113 The wooden £rome­
work of an old bed . . waa brou11ht down from the couple­
bDuka of the barn . 1888 ELWOIITIIV W. Samlrtel JVord-blc ., 
Cuupl•-lceep Ia often to be found in advertjacmc:nta. h meona 
b:~~tf~S. of early grasali1 for cwea and 11mba, which must 

coup~e ('kt.p(;,)l), v. Forms: 3 kur.te, 3-5 cuple, 
4 col?ll, cuppel, -ul, 4-5 coupel, -i , -yl, cowpyll, 
cupp1l(le, 4· 6 copple, cowple, coupul(l, 4-7 cople, 
cupple, 6 coopleJ 4- couple. [a. Of. copier, cupler, 
la_ter :ouf/er, r. couple: see prec. an~ cf. L . 
copulare. 

1_. trans. To tie or fasten (dogs) together in 
pa1rs. . · 

C134D Gaw. (sf Gr. Knt . IIJ9 penne l>ise cacherea ~-~t 
COUI>e cowpled hor houndcz, Vncloaed 1>e kenel dare , & 
calde he"!l _l>er-outc. c 1440 [ace COMPLE v.'] . 1486 Bk. St . 
Albans B IIJ.b , Cowple vp yowre houndys.- 1596 SHAKS. Tam . 
Shr. Ind. 1. 18 Couple Clowder with the deepe-mouth'd 
brach. 16o2 211d Pt . R~turn {r. Parnau. 11. v. (Arb:) 32 The 
Huntsmen hallowed, so ho, Venue a coupler, and so coupled 
the d<?ggea . 1709 STEI!LE Tatl~r No. 37·P2 Tom . . Bellfrey 
and Rmgwood were coupled together . . to be in at the Death 

COUPLE 

of the Foll, llare, or Brag. 1859 jl!rtt5QN Drittany ix . 147 
They [the dogs] were all coupled . 

2. a. ge11. To fasten or link together (properly 
in pairs); to join or connect in any way. 

t 1330 R. DRt.;NNU Chron . Wact (Rolla) llfl If II werr made 
In ryme couwee .. J1-' rede lnglia it rre inowe, 1>11 couthc nor 
ha£ copplcd 1 kowe. 138:1 WvcLIP /IQ . v, 8 Wo I hat toyn~n 
hous to houa and feeld to feeld couplerh. 1432-50 tr.llirdrn 
(Rolla) I. IJ5 The auperior Scy1hia ia 1 Rrete re11 ion .. 
coplede of the eate rarte to Ynde, of the northe to the occcan . 
c 1475 Raul CoiiJtar 43 With anc Ca~ill and twa Creillrw 
cuplit abu(e. 1535 Cov~nDAJ.I! lla. UIV. :n Th"e ahalbc 
coupled together 11 prtsonr::n be. 16oo HIIKLt:VT Voy . 
( 181o) Ill. 566 They bound our armes behind va .. coupling 
vatwo and 1wo to+cther. 1665 SIR T . IIERBERT Trav . (1677) 
64 Theae [places Ecbar coupled to the rest of his Emp1re. 
a 174~ PoP!!(] .), hat man . . who is meuuring syllables and 
coupling rhimea, when he ahould be mending h11 own aoul. 
1819 SHI!I.I .~Y C:;clop1 :102, I ace my young lamba coupled 
two by two With willow bandt. 

t b . To yoke (a horse or cart). Obs. 
a 1300 Cutsor M. 6uo (Cott .) Hia folk all armed did he 

call, And cuppel d id hit carrea all . 1393 LAsCL. P. Pl. C. 111. 
190 Let cople 1>e comiasarie, oure cart ahal he drawe. 

c. Organ-playing . To connect (two keys or 
keyboards) by means of a coupler. Also intr . (of 
a key or keyboard) To ndmit of this connexion. 

1829 Organ Sptcif.ln Grove Diet. Mu1. ll. S99/l Pedal to 
couple Swell to Great. 188o Ibid. 60 1/~ When the Swell wu 
coupled to the Great 1\lbnual. 

d. Mecll . To connect (railway carriages) by a 
coupling; to connect (the driving-wheels of a 
locomotive steam-engine) by B coupling-rod . 

1841 Prnny Cyd. XIX. 249{1 The two patr of wheel• [of 
a locomotive engine) were coupled together by connecting 
rode. 1864 Low Timts Rrp.· X . 719/1 Trucka .. filled with 
ballast .. were coupled to11ether and carried away by an 
rngine. 1d74 KNIGHT Dut. Mrth . a.v. Car-coupling, in 
Europe the connection is more intimate , the cara bein11 
coupled together so fi rmly as to prevent the jar as the cara 
colhde or jerk apart in atopping or atarring. 

e. Photogr. To connect a device (as a 
rangefinder, etc.) to the mechanism of a camera. 
Also intr. , to be capable of being so connected. 

1934 R. :\1 . FANSTONii Mod. Miniaturt Camtras ii. 7 This 
camera has automatic focussing by me ana of a range finder 
coupled to the focussing adjustment of the lens. 1935 W. 
ALEXANDt:R Miniature Camrra Guidt p. i (Advt.), I..eica 
Model Ill. Automatically coupled range-finder focusing. 
1939 Amrr. Ann. Photogr. 1940 7/:Z. These new, small 
cameras were characterized by their versatility and built-in 
features, such as: range finders coupled to the lens and 
shuttt"r assembly. 1958 Amattur Photographer 31 Dec. 8/3 
(Advt.), Rangefinder couples with all lenses. 1961 A. L . M . 
SOWERIIY Diet. Photogr. (cd. 19) Coupled rxposurr-m~l~r. an 
exposure-m~ter the mechanism of which IS linked to 1he 
controls a~usting stop and shutter-speed. 

t 3. a. To join in wedlock or sexual union. Obs. 
a 1340 II AM POLE Psalttr xviii . 5 God til mankynd as 

apouse til spouse is copild. 1375 BARIIOUR Bruu tv . 41 Dame 
mariory wes coupillyt in-to_goddis ba.nd with Walter stewart 
off Scotland. 145o-1530 Myrr. our Lodyc 112 Borne of 11 
woman that was carnally coupled vnto hym. 1485 CAXTUI" 
St. Wtnefr. 2, I am coupled in matrimonye to the sone or the 
euerlastyng kyng. 1535 CovERDALE Mark x. 9 Let not man 
therfore put asunder that which God hath coupled together . 
1549 Bk. Com. Prayrr , Solemn . Matrim., H any man do 
allege any impediment why th_ey may_ not be cou()led 
together in matrimony. 16oo SHAKS. A. Y .L. 111. iii . 45 The 
Vicar of the next village .. hath promis'd to .. cou11le vs.. 
1726 SwtFt /.~t . to Pope 17 !'Jov. 369 To &»ISt .. in 
degrading a parson who couples all our beggan, 1749 
FIELDING Tom Jones XVIII. ix, As eager for her morriagc with 
Jones as he had before been to couple her to Blifil. 

b. To _espouse, marry. Obs. 
c 1400 Destr. Troy 11.754 Clunestra at kirkc couplit onone 

Thia Engest, with Jolitc to hir iustc spouse-. 
c. To pair (animals). · · 
1721 R. BRADLEY WAs. Nat . 91 If a Sow of t~at Breed is 

Coupled' with a Boar of the Cloven-footed kmd. a 1754 
FIELDING Fathers v. v , Wedding! directly! what, do you 
think you are couplinj some of your animals in the country? 

4. mtr. (for reJt.) . To unite with one of. the 
opposite sex, come together sexually;_ to pa1r. 

1362 LANOL. P. fl . A. x. 151 To ke~ h1s cun from 
Caymes 1>at l't"i coupled not to-gedere. a 1547 SURRtiV 
A~neid rv. ~$ I:le thtlt with me first coppl~d tooke a';"IY My 

· lo,•e.with h1m. 1590 SHAI(S. Mrd•. N. IV. 1. J4S B~gm these 
wood birds but to couple now? 16~ Evli_LYS Kal. llort. 

' ( 17 aQ) 194 Furniah . . ,·our A ,·iaries w1th B1rds before they 
couple. 16711\hLTOS P .R. II .' t81 . 1774GOLDS!\I. Nat . Hut . 
(1776) IV . 96 The>• [moles} coui'Ie towards the approach of 
apring. t869 Tt;NN YSOS Pel.iras & E. s:z.6 Why then let men 
couple at once With wolves. . . 

5. a. 'trans . To associate or bnng together 
(persons) in pairs, or as companions or partnet;s; 
tformerly also, to match or engage as opponents 
iq o contest. · . .. 

IJ6:a J,AI'(GL. P. Pl. A. IV. 132 Clerkes 1>at wc~c 
confeasoura coupled hem to-gedere Forte construe 1>1s 
clause. c 1400 Ywain~ (!! Gaw. 3596 Thai saw never under 
the hevyn Twa Knightes th~~ war copied so e':'yn. t 1489 
CAXTON Sonnes of Aymon XVII . J9Z Or ever they lefte eche 
other goo, whan they were. cowplcd ones togyder 
[wrestling). 1526 TINPALE AciJ tx. a6 He a~sayd~ to cople 
1\ym ailfe with the apostles . 1~83 STOCKiiR Hut. Cltl. Warr~s 

. Lowe C. 11 . sSe, lhon Monucw, as he was coupled ro the 
enemie, was elaine with an I larquebou2e ehott. 1684 OTWAY 
Ath~ist 1. i, When the rest ofthe.Comp'!"y •• cou_p_led . 18a:a 
WoRDSW. Eccl~s . Sonn . 11 . xxx1v: Latrmtr & RJdl~y, See 
Latimer and Ridley in the might Of Faith st:and coupled for 

· a common flight! . . · . . 
b. To attach or umte·by tres of affection, or the 

like. 
. 1362 LANCL. P. Pl. A. XI . 116 Ryd fori> bi Richessc . . For 

jif j>Ou couple 1>e to h im, to Clergie comeetou neucre. c 1430 
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PROVEXITY 

t pro'vexity. Obs. rare-0 • [UJtimately from L'. 
provect-us advanced, pa. pple. of provehlre: see 
PROVECTION. . For the form, cf. convex, 
convexity.] An advanced condition or state. 

1674 BLOUST Glossogr. (ed. 4), Prot,xity . , greatness of 
age, the being well grown in years, or well studied in any Art. 

tpro'.vey, obs. variant of P~RVEV v. 

tproviable, a. Obs. rare- 1• [a. OF. proveab/e 
(I 3th c. in Godef.), var. of por- 1 pourveable, 'qui 
pourvoit a tous Jes besoins': see Pt:RVEYAllLE.] ? 
Suitable, convenient; or ? get-at-able. . 

1450 Poston L~tt . I. 176, I dcsyre that and [ .. iO John 
Berney . . can mete 'Wyth Dellyng, that fela undre eschetor, 
iti onye place proviable, that he may [be) by force brought to 
Cutre .. to be kept yn hold . 

t provi'ance. Sc. Obs. ra~e. Also 4 pru~iance. 
[a. OF. proveance (13th ·c. m Godef.), ~·art ant of 
por-, pou~veance, -voyance, _ ~C_!Yit7populnr 
representatives of L. prot•1dent1a: sec 
PURVEYANCE.) Provision; pro\'idencc. 

c 1375 Sc. L~g. Saints xxxiii . (Gcorgc) :a 13 In 1>e tymc come 
a knychr .. I r...,u, of goddis pruwiance Quhare )•e m~ydine 
abad hir chance. 1552 l.vl'>Dl:SAY Mo11archt 6197 1 hocht 
presenrlye, be Goddis prouiance, Beisti~. fowlis, and fyschis 
m the seis, Ar necessar, now, for manms S\1Ster:'ance. 

proviant ('prt>VI~nt).. Also 7 p~ovea~t, 9 
proviand. [a. G. prot•rant, Du. prc'VIand, tn It. 
provianda, apparently an altered form of 
provenda PROVEND, influenced by OF. proveant 
providing, prot>eance provision . Brought into 
Eng. by soldiers who served in the Thirty Years' 
War, r618-48. 

The German "''Ord is treated by Kluge as from the h.; but 
proviarrdo is not in Florio 1 598 161 1, who has only prov~nda 
'provender for horses or fodder for cattle' . Diez referred the 
word to L. pro'I.Jidmda things to be provided.] 

Provision; food supply, esp: for an army; 
commissariat; = PROVAND, PROVANT I. 

1637 R. Mo,..Ro Expd. 1. 7 Receiving all necessaries 
fitting for our march, as ammunition, proviant, and 
waggons, for our ba~gage . 1647 Sc. A(ts Chas. I ( 1814) VI. 
270/1 That all Relflments .. be put and kept in equality, 
either in Money, Proveant, or Provision, according to their 
strength. :a:Sp CARLYLii in Froudc Lif~ (t88z) II. xii. 313 
We want for nothing in the way of earthly proviant, and have 
many reasons to be content and diligent . 1885 A. FoRII~>S 
So11t.on~irs (1894) 135 On one occasion, before Plevna, his 
imperturbable coolness stood him in good stead in the 
matter of 'proviand'. · · 

b. attrib. = PROV ANT .J a. 
~637 R. MONRO Exped. '1. ·S We were entertained on 

f,roviant bread, beere and bacon. 1870 Daily N~s s Dec., 
twas the wheel of his [own] gig that he had seen stuck on 

to the proviant waggon. 1880 A. FORIII>S in 19th Cent. VII. 
233 Marshall was hustling provianr columns up along the 
line of communications. · 

pro-vicar, -vicariate: see PR0- 1 4.' 
JJro-vi~e-'chancellor. [f. PR0-1 4 + VICE­
CHANCELLOR.] Oneofthe deputies appointed by 
the vice-chancellor of · a university on his 
election; an assistant or deputy vice-chancellor. 
; I66oWoooLife JO]unc (O.H .S.) I. JzoThe same day the 

doctors and provicechancellor at home put off the Act. 1663 
Ibid. 23 Sept. i9Z When they were there the 
provicecancellor and the :i4 proproctors placed them. 1721 
AMH~;RST Terrz Fil. No. JS (1754) 18~ The gentlemen .. 
went to Dr. Dobson, president of 1'rimty college, who was 
at that time pro-vice-chancellor. 1898 Daily Ntu.'s 10 Oct. 
9/1 The new Vice-Chancellor .. appointed as his Pro-Vice­
Chancel lora the Principal of Hertford, the Provost of 
Queen's, the Master of t:nivcnity, and the President of 
Corpus. · · ' 

provid.able (pr.>u'vaid~b(;,}l}, a. rare. .[f. 
PROVIDE tl. + rABLE.] Capable of being 
provided. . 
1~1 · Dict. Nat . Biog. XXVIII. ZZ4/Ziiewould have 

provtded for Rou~au had Rouneau been providable for. 

providato~. providatory: ~ee PROVEDJTOR. 

provide (p~u'va~d), v. Also 5~6 provyde, Sc. 
~wyde, -wide, 6 -vyd. [ad. L. provid-ire 'to see 
before, foresee, . look after, attend to, be 
cautious, f. pro, PR0- 1 + vidire to see. Cf. 
Pt:RVEY, a doublet of this through OF., in earlier 
Eng. use. Provide was app. introduced in 1 sth c. 
as ·a direct repr. of the L. verb in certain senses, 
and its use may have been promoted by the fact 
that providence was already in use for 
purveyimce.] · 

I. t I. trans. To foresee. Obs. 
I-P.;J ]AS. I Kingis Q. ix, So vncouthly hir werdea ache 

deUidtth, Namly In }Outh, that seildin ought/rouidith. 
1545 RAYSOLD Byrth Mankynd~ 91 Euidcnt an sufficient 
signcs, whereby maye be prouided & forcsene the 
aborcement before it come. 16o7 B. JoNSON Vo/pon~ Ded., 
Seuere and wiser patriots .. prouiding the huru these 
licentious spirits may doc in a state. 1640 YoRKIO Union lion. 
I 37 Of especiall counsell and advice, in providing and fore-
seeing the event of any deepe design ea. r • 

l. intr. To exercise foresight in taking due 
measures in view of a possible event; to make 
provisio~ or adequate preparation. Const. for, 
against. 

713 

c 1407 LYoo. R11on QJ s,,,, JB6 Huge booly• of metal., 
Brcnt[en] al that kam be-ayde: 'rher koude no man hym 
provydc To eave him that he wu brent. 143:1-110 tr . TliRd~" 
(Rolla) Ill. 47 Men of Lacedemonin provide for 1 botelle 
ageyne men of Micena. 15:19 Mons Dyologl j· Wke. 1 32/:a 
Go to Chriatea goapell & loke on hie flnt tnirac e, whither he 
might not haue prouided for wine Without miracle. 1568 
GRAFTON Claron. II . 680 The ulde Jldalle#aoiyngln tr.mc of 
peace, prouide for war, And in tyme o wnr, prou de for 
peace. 166~ hoYLB Oaa1. Rtifl. II. xi. (1848) IJI We may be 
often eollicttous to provide asoinat many Evlle and Dangers 
that pouibly mny never retlc:h ua. 1796 DtrnKH CoH. (tiiH) 
IV. 393 The llret duty of a itate II to provide for lu own 
con•ervation. 1878 jllVONA Prim. Pol Elton . I. fll . ro 
Suffering fron1 mi~rortun~• which tou\d not have been 
provided nM•inst. t883 E. T. l'o\VNil in Law Titttu 27 Oct, 
432/a An inn or hotel ia an eatabliahment, the proprietor or 
which undertake• to provide for the entertainment or all 
comere, cepccially travellers. 

t b. To sec to it or take care beforehand; to 
make provision · (that something shall not 
happen). Obr. 

c 1430 Lvoo. Milt. Po~m• (Percy Soc.) 186, 1 wil be ware 
and afore provide, That of no fowler I wil no more be japed. 
1~09 FlSHtR Fun. Serm. C'teu Richmond Wks. (1876) 296 
1 o . . prouyde by her owne commaundement that nothynge 
aholde lacke. 1,538 STARKI!Y England 11. ii. 181 We must 
prouyd .. that by no prerogatyfe he vsurpe apon the pepul 
any auch authorysyd tyranny. 1573-Bo BARET Alv. P Bot To 
prouide that a thtng happen not, pruau~o. Ibid. 8o3 To 
prouide that one take no harme, cauert a/icui. 

c. To make it, or lay it down as, a provision or 
arrangement; to stipulate that. Cf. PROVIDED s, 
PROVIDING pr. pp/e., PROVISION 5· 

1423 [see PROVIDINO pr. pple.l. 156o 0AU8 tr. Sleidant'l 
Comm. 114 b, The Mayers wyfe of the citie prouided in her 
wyll, that she would be buried without any pom_pe or noyae. 
1596 DALRYMPLE tr. L~Jiit'l lli11. Scot . 1. (S.T.S.) I 16 Qn aa 
our lawia provydea, that the eldeat aucceidea. 1849 
MACAI.'LAY /lilt . Eng. i. I. 1 J Another regulation, providinjf 
that every person who Will found alain 1hould be auppoaed 
to be a Frenchman, unleu he were proved to be 1 Saxon. 
1891 Law. Rtp., Wttlfly Notu 72/z The dau•e did not 
provide that the costa of rdcrenccs .. 1hould be in the 
discretion of the arbitraton. 

11. 3. tram. To prepare, get ready, or arrange 
(something) beforeharld. Now rare. · 

c 1420 1 LYDO. Auen1bly of Godt 216 What pyne or' greef 
ye for me prouyde, Without any grogyna I shall hit abydc. 
c 1470 HiiNRY Walla.:e x. 6zo Wallace in heist prouidyt aon 
his ost. 15:l6 Pi/gr . Perf. (W. de W . 1 SJ 1) 8 b. Of certaync 
benefytes that god hath -prouydcd for vs. 1535 CovERDALii 
Prov. vi . 7 In the sommer she prouideth hir meate, & 
gathereth hir foode together' in yc haruest . 1697 DRYDEN 
Virg. G~Ctrg. 1. 271 The wise Ant her wintry Store provides. 
1804) MALKIN G;/ Bios v. i: Jll' 103 He had pr«,>vided a gown of 
coarse dark cloth, and & httle red hor~e-natr beard. · 

t 4. intr. To prepare, m~ke preparation, • get 
ready. Const. with inf., ·or abso/.- Obs. 

1493 Petronilla (Pynaon) 105 Fellicutl:~ gan afore prouyde, 
Maugre flaccus, to lyuc ira maydynhedc. 1568 GRAFTO!'>I 
Chron. II. 165 Jle prouyded to ser.de m('n and vicrualles to 
strengthen the cutels of . Flynt and Rutlande. 16o1 R. 
]OHI'SON Kingd. &! Commw. (16o3) 195 Let them not thinke 
to begin anie long wure, much les~e to continue it, unlesse 
they throughly provide aforeh:md. 1616 Ht!iRON W.lu . I. 
589 Your re~pectiuc saluting vs, your prouiding to 
entertainc vs . 1626 B. Jor-;soN Stapl~ of N . IV. i, But stay, my 
Princesse comes, prouide the while, I'lle call for't anone. 
16cJ2 tr. SalluJI t 16 He :oyla, provides, and .. sets all his 
Trains ·and Eng_ines at work by Treachery to ruine 
Hiempsal. 1727 Pop.,; Th. Vor. Subj. Swift'a Wks. •JSS II . 
t. 231 Very few men .. live at present, but are provi ing to 
live another time. 

t b. trans. with .vbl. rb. (provide your goirrg 
prepare or rpake ready to .go). Obr: . 

16o6 SHAKS. Ant. &J Cl. 111. 1v. 36 Proutde your gotng, 
Choose your owne company, and command what cost Your 
heart ha'a mind to . . 

5. trans. To supply or furnish for use; to yield, 
afford. Canst. t to (obs.), for, or with dative. 
• 1447 BOKiiNHAM Sey11ty• (Roxb.) 37 AI that longyth to thy 

necessyte Shal be provydyd be god and me. 1538 STARKiiY 
England 1. i. 1 o AI thyng that God and nature hath prouydyd 
to hym. 1552 Bk. Com. Pray~r. Communion, The bread and 
wyne for the Communion shall be prouyded by the Curate, 
and the churchwardens, at the charges of the Pariahe. 1581 
in Confer . 111. (I 584) R tv, Prouide me ynke and paper, and 
I will write . 1634 MILTON Comus 186 Sue!) cooling fruit Aa 
the kind hoapitable Woods provide. 1772]uniu1 Ltll. lxviii. 
( r8zo)_344 Thi• very act pruvidea a remedy for auc:h persons. 
18c)8 BI!BANT Oranft Girl 11 . xxvi, The contracton .. do 
honestly provide the convicte the ration• prcacribed by the 
Government . 

6, To furnish or appoint (an incumbent) to 11 
vacant benefice (rarely, 11 person to a pension); 
e1p. of the pope: To appoint (a person 11s 
successor) to a benefice not yet v11c11nt, thus 
setting aside the right of the p11tron. Cf. 
PROVISION 1b. 4 PROVISOR I. Now only Hist. 

[1388 Act u Rich. l/, c. 15 Item qe null liege du Roy .. 
paaae le meer .. pur 1oy providre ou purcltaccr aacun 
benefice de aeinte E•gliae ovc cure ou nnz cure en le dit 
roialme.] 1426 Poston Lett. I. :as Ther arn ij . other peraone• 
provided to the anmc byiBhopriche yet lyvyng beforn my 
eeyd adversarie. 1580 Rtg. Privy Council Scot. III. 324 His 
brother german, being lauchfullle providit to ane yeirlic 
penaioun .. , wee slane,., ill quhais place the uid Alexander, 
being providit to the aaid pensioun, bruikit the samin 
peciabillie. 159~-4 Exch. Rolls Scot/. XXII . 393 Johnne 
Balfour, providtt of auld to the chapcllanie of Sanct 
Thomas. a1639 SPCJTTiswooo llist . Cia . Scot . 11 . (1677) 59 
Shevez posted to Rome .. and was himaelf provided to the 
Archbishoprick. 1887 LUPTON Life Co/et 121 He was 
provided, tn 1504, to 'the vacant see of St. David's, 1899 
TREVELYAN Eng. Age Wydifft 120 The Papal power of 
'providing'· tO benefices. · 

PROVIDED 

Ill. 7. To equip or fit out (a person, etc.) with 
whnt is necenory for a certain purpose; to 
furnish or supply with something 1mplied . In 
quot . 1628, to provide or furniah with a JodginJI. 

1465 In F::c_ch . llollr ~cot/. VII . 3.11 noll, CJevin .. In pule 
of IUIIentactone of htm unto the Iyme that he be benir 
providit, ten /oundia. 1536 MS. Au. St. y,,hn'l 1/otp. 
Catlttrb ., Pay to Colney for to provide hym aetre 1way x>jJ 
1588 l'ARKI! 11. Mtndo.a'r lllll. Cllir~a qt They do like ao 
much liah, that they do p_rouide the whole kinRdome for all 
the yesre. 16::a8 EARl. MANCil. in Ducclruch MS.9. (lliar. 
MSS . Comm.) I. :a68 Werden tell• me he hath provided you 
not far from the Parliament . 165611. PHILLIPS Purcla Poll 
( t 676) 0 ix b, The lint Ouilder Ia aufficiently provided 'by hi~ 
j orkman to !uti lie hit coat . 1838 DICKtNI Nich. Nick. xliii, 

.. mean to look out .tor another aituttion; ao provide 
yout•elve~ gentlemen, tf you pleaae. 

t b. ftJI. To equ1p or prepare oneself, to make 
one~elf ready, prepare (to do aomething, for or 
aga1mt somethmg). Cf. 3 and 4· Obi. 

c 1489 CAKTON Blaruhatdyrr •lvii. 182 [They] ordeyned & 
prouyded theym •elf aoo, that they Cered but lytyl Subyon or 
nOUJ!e . c 1594 CAPT. WYATT R. Dudlty'l Voy . W . Ind. 
(flak!. Soc.) 2. A ep~ciall commaundemenf .. that they 
ahould generalhe provtde themaelvea to goe with him the 
Sonday followinge .. to the church, 16oo SHAKll. A. Y.L. r. 
iii . 89 You Neice prouide your •elfe. 16o:a --Ham. 111 , iii . 
7 Ktng ... Therefore prepare you ... Guild. We will our 
eeluea prouide. 1650 FuLLER Pirgah 11. x. '1.12 Hence the Sea 
running Southward, providea itaelf to entertain a nameleu 
Brook. a1652] . SMITH Sd. Dirc.x. ii. (t8s6)4691fwewill 
provide o~nelvee against the devil who never miueth any 
oppQrtunny . . to tempt ua. . 

8. To furnish or supply (a person, etc.) with 
something. Often in indirect passive. a. Const. 
with. 

14 .. in Tundalt'r Vir. ( 1843) 98 With help of her .. So 
prudently with vertu hus to provyde. 1500-20 DUNIIAII 
Potms xiv. 3 How that thia realme, with nobilli1 owt of 
nummer, Gydit, provydit aa mony )eiris hea bene. 16o5 
CA.MDEI'i Rtm. 1 Prouided with all compl_ete prouitiona of 
Warre. 1798 SOPHIA L£11 Cantub. T., Yng . Lady'• T. II. 
167 Hi• valet [was) provided with phoaphoric matchu, by 
which he had now Itt a tllper. 1841 LANE Arab. Ntr. I. 71 
They .. provide themselve• with sweet cakes, bread, datu. 
J86o TYNDALL Gtac. t. xxii. 1 s 1 The waiter then provided 
me with a ham sandwich. 

t b. Const. of. Obs. 
1547 BoORD£ lntrod. Know/. xiv. (1870) t6o Howbeit the 

sood townes be prouyded of vitels. 15$6 Aurelio e!! /Jab. 
( t6o8WP iij, Provyde you of trew contncion ·and patience. 
1657 . RAND tr. Gauerultr Lift Prir~tc 1. 172 Vtusius . . 
providing him of a ahip, sent him away. 1723 CHAMBERS tr. 
u Clue's Trtat. Archil. I. 14'1. When an Architect is not 
provided of an able Painter fit to manage a Work oft his kind. 

tc. Const. in. Sc. Obr. 
1586-7 Rot. Scacc. Rrg. Scot .. XXI. 61 [He] sail .. provyid 

and fumeis his majesteia hous and haill tabilfis .. in naiprie, 
fyircweschell, and tyneveschell. 

. 9. intr. withfor: to make provision for a person, 
his needs, etc. Often in indirect pa~sive. 

1535 CoVERDALE 1 Chron. xxiii. s Therfore wyll prouyde 
for him. 1597 SHA.KS. :1 Hm. IV, v. v. 1:15 His wonted 
Followers Shall all be very· well prouided for. 1632 j. 
HAYWARD tr. Biondfr Eromma 194 The old King seeing his 
sonnes thus well match 'd, and Polimero so well provided for 
and setled. 1764 BuRN Poor Laws 202 Thus hath the wisdom 
of the nation . . been employed for ages, in providing 
properly for the poor, and yet they are not properly provided 
for. 1856 FROUDii llill. Eng. I. •· 44 The essenttal duty of 
every man being to provide honestly for himself and his 
family. . 

t'provide,' a. Obs. rare-1. [ad. L. providus 
foreseeing, f. providere: see prec.] Prudent, 
foreseeing, provident. · 

c 1475 Harl. Contin. Higd~ (Rolls) VIII. 44S He was 
moderate in cures temporalle, provide in cownsaille 
[WALSINCHAM Chron. 'In curia temporalibus providus'). 

provided (p~u'vaidad}, ppl. a. and quasi-con). 
(Pa. pr.le. of PROVIDE v.] ' 

I. pp . a. t 1. Prearr11nged, preconcerted. Ob~. 
1562 Burgh Rtc. Publu 4 Oct. (Ree. Soc.) 28o The grett 

providlt alauchtcria oppresiones and akaithis done to ws. 
2. Prepared, ready; in a state of teadiness. 
1579 LYLY EuphutJ (Arb.) t 36 Demosthenea bein~ sent 

for to declaime amiddest the multitude-, stayd and satde, I 
am not yet prouided. 1594 SIIAKS. Riclt. Ill, 111. i. 1_3_2 With 
what a sharpe prouided wit he reasons. a 16o4 HANMiiR 
Claron. lrtl . (1633) 8~ llawlaffe came in the night .. hee 
haated to Adelatanea Tent but he was provided, and in 
armea. 1719 Dt: Foil Cruso,{t8-to) I I. xiv. :z84 The company 
wu .. well armed, and provtded for all events. 

3. Furnished ot equipped ,(with what is 
needed). . · •' • 

1873 TRISTRAM ¥oab xii . :a.t7 nott, Offering an eas__y 
~pportunity fof 1 ftghtly provtded collector. 188o j . E. 
WATT Po~/ . Sic. 45 (E.D.D.), 1 was ance wee! providit, an' 
~ccmed myael'1hrang, A-boukin' an' bleachin' hail! wabs o' 
new ahee1in'. 

4. That is supplied, furnished, or afforded. 
1878 8ROWI'INC La Saisia:z 416 Man . . makes for the 

provtdcd room Where the old fnends want their fellow. 
1891 Pall Mall G. :at Sept. J/2 lleligoland .. was not .. an 
avcra~e tourist's haunt. It was less .. in the matter of 
'provtded' amueements. . : . . 

b. pyuvickd school, a public elementary school 
provided by . the. local education authority, 
under the Education Act of 1902. · 

[1902 Act :1 Edw. VII, c. 42 §7 A school maintained but 
not provided by the local education authority. Ibid. 18 
Where the local education authority or any other r.enona 
p_ropose to provide a new public elementary achoo . Ibid., 
That a school provided by the local education authority, or 
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THROUGH 
Jul)·. inN. f!l 0 . 9th !;u. II. 1]7/1 John Simroon,lfl\llnt in 
Crof•h~•d. hath 3 ,,,,.. ",'h throu~~:h• in thr churchr•rd or 
RothkrMu. 18<>4 STAcc .\fuc. PotMJ (tlto8) 4 Thrn arrat 
Job Rruff a•• on a thruA'. t864 w. CotA\IKIJIS fliJI. r .. bl ... 
>9S Throucho or Aat tablr-likr atonra. 

through, rb.1 : s~e THROCC'H. 

through (9ru:), sb.• Also 8- 9 dial. thnlfl' (OuO. 
[f. THROt:CH adv. or adj., aometim~s due to 
ellipsis of a sb.] 

I. a THOROl'CH sb. :Z. dial. 
1711 IW. ;\lu .. •HAt.Ll Mi••tro Apic. to ]uM on. 1777, 

:\1txt'l it " 'ith the- und and n\lrl. which it thrown out in 
mat.an~t thtir rlabo"tt thrufJw, or aub-dra'"'· 

l. - THROI.'CH·ST'OSE1 . 
Jlo5l1"" THOOI'CU·!<TO"•'). tlal c. ...... 0/ou., Tlo..,ff, a 

bond unn<, or thorouah otnnr. 11!46 !loon<~TT N.C. Word1 
a,\', n .... g . ., •••. ,., ... "'11111 btinl compoard of fro)rmtn" 
o( allthapn and eirn. •·ithout moner, lht 'thtufft' llt't uH'd 
u bond-llon<S and ai•·• '"'"t liability. 11ta { · T . B~,.,. 
Rt11Wti c;,,-~, .\IGIAo .. alart iv. 97 ~I oat or thtm thr ttonc-t) 
nan back into thr "''11 if"'Taulerl)'. ec1ina in the umc way u 
'"'-A' in our d.,·.buoh walla. 

3. A ladder-rung that goes through the aides. 
local. 

olt9 N. f!l 0 . 91h Srr. Ill. 76/o Laddrn •~ ohm mode 
with ·thl'ft or lour Ret ben, loniC'r than tht roundtd one-e. 
and proi_Ktina tuffic1tntly o" tech tidt to admi1 a woodrn 
~•- .. Th~ art collrd flat NftJll, oom•rim" ' throuaho' 
(thNft.). 

throuJb (9ru:), a. [attrib. use ofTHROt:CII adv., 
primarily usrd with verbal sbs., nouns of action, 
agent-nouns, and the like, derh•ed from vba. 
qualified by 1he adv., or with ellipsis of apple. of 
such a verb, as in through (~roing) way; 
afterwards in various elttended or transferred 
uses.] 

I. a. That passes, extends, or affords passage 
through something. (Sec also THROt:CH a. r; 
THROI..'CH· 2.) 
I~C. Of a bolt. riv<t, etc.: Puoin& throu;rh thr whole 

thockn .. o oft hat on which it oa fixrd: ...., oloo tAro..,A-bolta.v . 
THJlOt•c.;He 2 ; '" Corp""''>'• of a houtina: Nnnina throuah 
th• • ·holt thicknru of the m•mb<r, not 11opprd. u.,_,, 
briq•: ott quat. 1877. t~/o li6/ots: ...., THOROl'CH• 
LICH1". 

1$231""" tlorowtlo·l"'"''· ·lptni• in THOOl'GM· •J- II 1571 

!...., THIIOI'CH•PASSAC•I- 1596 sr.ssi:JI Stott trtl. Wko. 
Glob<) 614/1 Woo thrre not 1 throuah .. ·ay then mod• by 

thr owoord for the imposin1 of lawn uppon thrm1 1~ 
BA<'O"' AdtJ. fAll'"· 11. ii. t 14 The openneue md throusfi 
p••uae o( the \III'Otld . . Wtrt appointed 10 b~ in tht 11me 
oa<S. 1165 Onrr" Wrrlt 10 june 679/1 Buildin11 houoco bock 
to bac~ without any 'thrOulfh' ventilation. ran Ko:tCHT 
Dirt. Af,t.. , Throutlt~brid6'· one in which rhc track rcttt on 
th~ lower ttringer, in contradiltinc-tion to 1 dtrA·bridac. 
1819 WrLC'H Tut Bit. N11t·o/ Arclut. iv. 74 The riveta ore of 
twoiUndo. throuah (or cl<nchrd) and top. 19H (a•~ nor~m 
ppl. • · 91· 1979 A. II. f.loiAaY W"""-lti•t 111. o8 (<llf>lion) 
Thro~h houaina. 

b. That goes, ext~nds, or conveys through the 
whole of a long distance or journ~y without 
interruption, or without change; as a through 
train, booki"'l, ca.-ri4ge, passenger, li.u qf 
railway, fare, ticket. through tro.J!k: (a) rail 
traffic continuing through 10 a further 
drstination; (b) road traffic which passes 
throuflh a particular town, etc., rather than 
stoppmg there. 

11!45 8011001 (Muo.) Tto•lrrif>l •9 Nov." 11~ Throuah 
tickcu may b< obtoinrd for Montreal. rl46 Borto• (Mua.) 
Tttn_,/1,. a july, ThrouRh traino from Booton. 11!48 A .. ,.. 
Rllrltood1•nl. Z9 July 48z/1 A thtow1A puoenacr in the 9 and 
4' o"clock linn.peys more than Sl . .lJ. for each o(thosr parta 
.. t the liM . 1I5IIIAWTMoo"• l 't , {!! 11. No,·Dit•. (t87•l I. 
1 I Iovin I W.m thtough tick< II to Po rio by way of FolkcotoM 
and Bouloanr. 1161 j•ni!JUOH DA•ts M"'"f' lo 
C.:~•fnJ,tJu Cottt"" A...,.,. •I ="'ow .• The consrrucuon o( 
thoa . . hnt' ,.ould JOVt uo • thtouah route from Sorth to 
South. 1161 Sot. Rn>. 1 firp1. •J6 Tho throuah tnffic to 
Scotland hu born curird on by eiaht Independent 
Componi<S. 1869 B•tu/rloo111'1 Roo/IIIG)' Mu. XXI. 43 
Throuah·booluna uranac-nta •oth tho Scottioh Sonh 
t:utcrn. 18114 Gt. Wm. RQalu. Totttt Tabltt July to Thr 
direct Throu,~~:h Traina b<rwun Aide••• and Rrchmond. 
189o Daoly ,.,.,, II !'olov. 7/0 Any nil•oy to whoch tlure io 
throuah bookina from Aldtnhot. •It• s. J . wn,.AH N ... 
Rutor I . ui. z8 Oh, dnr, they orr in • thruuah catriaae .. . I 
would ntlh<r ItO in onothrr corn•a• and chonjlt. rltJ EAaL 
Dn"MOU PtlJtiUII. 8J A rrw rnrrchantacarry on I throuah 
tradr b<r..·rtn India and 1'url<n11n. 1905 Sot. llrt~. u Oct. 
sz>/2 What with thr throuch tr••~ll•n and rho . . troflic, 
there woo no lack of vorocty. 1944 s~n (Uohimon) 16 Feb. 
9/1 A mid-town «J>t<ll hi11h• .. Y u 1 throuJ!h·trolfoc rout~. 
1961 Throuah-tnffic (oct OOl•U II 1- 1976 lf/)'lf ~ D .. llllt 
Ob'"''" 10 Dec. t/6 Thr new by-pooo ,.,II provid~ on 
addirionol crouina of thr Rov•r D•• that woll ~noble much 
throu11h 1r11ffic to ovoid thr city. 1971 0 . S . :-lock Grr111 
" ' "'""' • 10 In euc:h condition.a the through carri•aC' • ., en 
inc11imable boon. 

c. Of an organ-stop: Extending through the 
whole compass of the keyboard. 

1181 c. A. Eowuos o,,OIU 146 All th• foundotion .. 
110p1 of • really sood or~on ohould be throuRh atopo. 

t J . Going through or affecting the whole of 
something: = THOROI:CII a. :z. Qbs. 

thrt:~Wtlo coal, or lh""''(lt 11>Jd '"""''" cool, cool aa it 
romCJ from rh< pit, i.e. lorac and omoU milttd 
indi.scriminarely. 

•542 l:DALL £'"'"'· Af>Oph. lo Thu th•i miaht. . houc a 
throush oi11h1 in it. 1511 Sto,...•v Af>OI. Pottro• (Arb.) 49 
From a throuah beholdina the worthint~ of thc ouborct. 
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16o7 llrwooN ll'~r. I. 462 To opnkr of 1 true ond throuah 
rtforTNtion. 1647 Cuo~soos llut. Rtb. 111. tur 1'hrre 
wa~ not • Gne ... •n~ . . ro which the~ wa1 not t throuah 
Rrm•dy •rrlicd. 1696 VA,.BOL'Cot R•lopu Epol. u You 
"tvcr uw a throu1h republican a finith'd beau. 1710 
PotOUI' l o..,. Tatlott ii. 6'1 If on throuah ararch and 
~rllamin1tion thry were approvC'd of. 

through, v. Sc. rart. ? Obs. [f. THROI.'CII fJrtp . 
and adv.: cf. THOROI..'Cif tl. 1) 

l. frons. To carry through, put through, carry 
into effrct. Hence 'throuthlng vbl. sb. 

1638 R. RAILLII L•ll- f!tl J•rolt . (1841) I. 74 Jlio fothor'a 
throuahinR of Prrth articlu. 1716 ll'odroto Co,. (ti4J) fl . 
172. I am miotokrn If thio way they a•• thcor dulsn 
throu~hrd. 

l . mtr. To ~ret throu11h; to succeed. to maAa tu 
lhi"'Ullh, to make good, prove. 

1716 BuoNsBntu/ Ayr 175 J:'aith yt'vo uidrnouah. And 
muckle mair than ye can mok to chroush. 1163 ]ANIT 
IIA .. ILTO" r, ..... f!l Eu. s6 We'vr throuahr wcrl and 
thrivin thi1 mony • )"tat. 

throu•h (9ru:), prtp. and odv. From c t700, 
abbrevtated thro'; in I 5- 18th C. , without ' , lhro. 
Forma: see below. [OE. 6urh, ~urh, Northum b. 
&rh, a Common WGer. prep. and adv.: cf. 
OFri1. (from •thurch) thruch, truch (WFria. 
/roclt, NFria. truch, troch); OS. thurh, lhuru, 
•1hurih (MLG. dorch, diirch, dor, dor, LG. dor, 
dor, MDu. door, do,, dort, d~ur1 dor, dur, Du. 
door); OHG. duruh, durih, durr, dur (MHG. 
durch, diJrch, dur, diir, Ger. durch, dial. dur, dor). 
Not in Scandinavian; in Gothic with different 
ablaut grade ~oirh ( • per h); pro b . cases of a sb., 
belonging 10 a pr~-Teut. ablaut-aerie• •urlt-, 
lorlt-, trlt- to bore: cf. Goth. "airlto hole, rmd 
OHG. durhil, MHG. diJrchel, diirktl, OE. 
•p)lrhil, ~yr~l bored, perforated: cf. TlfiRL sb. 
OE. ,urh with full atress became puruh, now 
TIIOROUCH, as burh has become bou,ugh, furl. 
furrow, etc.; when unstressed and proC'litic.~urh 
became pur, and with metathesi' pruh, pru, 
throw, thr6. The unstressed forms naturally 
prevailed in proditic prepositional us~. and the: 
stressed in the adverb, and its derived adj. and 
1b. But with the restressing of the prl"p. thrrl as 
through (Oru:), this form has nlso btcome 
possible as an adverb, while on the othe: h•nd 
the atressed THOROI..'OH also 1urvives u r:n 
archaic form of the preposition beside the 
norm1l through. Thurf is an early phone1ic 
development of purh, and thruf a more recent 
one of Jnulr, similar to (rAO for rough, d!J!orffrom 
dwtrgh, (bo:O for Bargh, (bruf) for Burgh (place­
names), (l'nAO for tnough, (Oof) for thougl•, etc. 
The metathesil of pruh for ~urh occurs alrndy 
c 1300 in a s.w. text; but othrrwiae in :ME. is 
usually northern. From Caltton onwards it was 
1he standard English form. 

See Not~ under THOODVCH Pttf>. and odtJ. l 
A. Jlluatration of Forms. 
For d iayllablc forme ~ .. rrlt, lur .. lt, ~vr0111, etc.: tte 

THO•O~CH. ~ 

... 1 )Juq (Jierh), r-3 )Jorh ( t J>orch), t - 4 )Jurh, 
:z-4 Jlurch, 3 Orm. Jlurrh, 3-4 )JurJ, )JoT), thur), 
3-5 )Jurgh, 4 )Jorcb. t>orche, Jlourb, )Jour), 
(t>our), 4-s )Jourcb, thourgh, thurcbe, thorch, 4-6 
thur&b, 5 thor), )Jur)e, )lour)e, (thour), Sc. 
thourch. Also 3 )Jur)J, )JorJI, 4 )lurth, )lul')th, s 
thourth, (dorth); 4-s thurgbt, thorght, s )lurgbt. 

(Finol f>, 6, io frrqurnrly a ocribolerror for finol J, and th a 
copyi11'1 ~rror for ,.It; in Scorch I waa o(ren 1dded to ~It, ·111, 
or -tlo.) . 

11700 E/>iMI Glou. (O.E.T.) 741 Pw ,,.Jott•a.•, J>Orh 
ludaoet. Ibid. 7!7 Pu ooticipDiio••"'· J>Orch [Erf~rl dorh) 
ob11. oloo Cn•rwuLI' £/tUJ89 }>uth ,..;qeno wotd,eryno. 
41900 l>urh lore B. I. 7b). <9SO Li•Ju/. Gotp. Mork ••· ro 
Doth .. ~at J')l~,lol#. brio .,(ntc) ,,...ldon h int. t 1-Fo"' 
tl ApoJtlro IJ (Gr.) l>u~Noronuncoro-oconn. r :-AI•· 
Gotp. ibid., Durio mdan hinr aroldon. "117J Cou. /lofft. 
UJ Eollt ~in, )CWOthctc rod ~urch hio .. ordo ... JaOO Motlll 
Od• ah }>o oun•1• ~ure oihtr. < 1200 l>urrh 1,.• B. I . 7). 1a97 
R. Gr.ouc. (Rol o) 681, & rrancdr ~rini ,., ,..., ~or (~-"· 
J>Oru, 1>ur1h, thoruah. 1>rouahl oil• l>inae. 13 •• c.,., M. 
1 1070 (Gun.) Alii>• cunth rc thuraht. < ll50 Will. Palnrv 
4019 }>outh }Our htlp. 13 •• G11w. (!I Gr. K•t. )10 t-~r} 
ryolmn eo mony. 1317 LAHOL. P. Pl. D. 1. 31 Thono [C . 
Thorl[lo) wyn ond I'Orw womrn ~>«•• woo Loth ocombrrd. 
1)9) /bod. C . ut. JQ9 So )'It J>orah ll}'lc woo artcn, """"" II"'"" lo now y- wonno. c 13lo WYcLtr _.,,,.., Sri. Wko. !.39• 
pour, Bamorlc and I>< cuntre of Oolllo. t 1316 CuAucu 
Frt~~tlll. T . IJ7 Etetno 1od thot thur1h (11.rr. thour, )>ur1h, 
F.'.!urah. )'oruhej thy puruolonce Lrdut the world. r 1410 
lnourh Jot~ U. I. s 1.o1. <14a1 S"''" S•l· (1'.) !U Thourth 
thremprroun commandtment. t 1440 Thor1h \"'D. I. a). 
11450 Mnlo• ii. 11 If• hoddo rncoyvooJ doth t IDU<Ih me. 
t146o / ,1111•/o/ 1031 11rcladl'_rod durth CatdCYyle . r146o 
Thourth; 1111 1'hurah I••• D. 11. ,. II. I. t). 

/l J )Jruh, 4 t~rou), 5 t~roughe, throw)e, thru), 
thrughe, (droah, troch), s-6 thruch, throughe, 
s - 7 throgh, 6 throwgh(e, s- through (8- nbbrtv. 
thro'); 4- thru, Sc. thrw, threu, threw, 4-7 
(chiefly Sc.) throu, 4-8 (-9 Sc. or dial.) throw, 5 
Jlro, s- thro, 6 throwe, Sc. throuw; Sc. 4-6 
throuch, 6 thruch, thrwch, throwch, 7 throche, 8 

THROUGH 
throch; 5 throcht. (troa:ht), 5-6 Sc. throcht, 6 
thru)hl, Sc. thrucht, throucht. 

thru: 1'\0W uard in(orm•lly 11 • rrlormrd apcltina and 
tbbrtvialion (chirny) tn N. A"'"· 

lo1300 l'rll)'" lo v,.,,. I in O.F.. 1\fiu. (IR71) 195 Dote 
~ l'tUh )>on milde mod brin1r mr out uf ounnr. r•od. 19. 
13 .. Thru, thrnu I•« B. I. t b. 7 b). < 1350 IVo//. PDin•• 4!9 
Mi wickrd ryi1tn . . lad myn htrt t"~rou,lot.inc t'i•l•ncour to 
dryr. 1375 BAOOOI'" DtMU 1. I l7 Throuch thor all or hair 
u .. nt. /bod. Sll Drllro.Jil throw pwooun•. r IJ7J Sr. ' ·'I · 
S"'"" • - CM•rloow) ,. Thtw oorury 8o frlnn• nlr. lbtd. 
•hi.t (Mllrnot) 49 Thrtw J>e ocht•Ynll• Of ~ ••an~rrlo. 
/bad. uvi. ( Nyr~o/ot) llo6 Dlyndyt throu 1<01 rn•atiw. 
t 1400 Soetdo<Ot Dob. 1526 lfr. hod• pa1don Thro1h 

r.rayere and tprdal1r cnct. 11400 Dl'rlr. Troy t t 19 Thru1h 
tmyo ofliaht. /bod. 49771>ro mony Ions chaumburo. r 1411 
E.,. c ... , . f,,(_ tl Tht ,,.t p.,il that m y1h1 1><:-foll hym .. 
dtotlh thf' owt•comrn folk., •• •11 1hus in•lo thl' land lo<om. 
/bod. 16 Troah ol thyn1<- /bod. 28 Th•t thou no hut y-dunt 
1ro1hr aomr ,,.,. l<tte. t 1470 ll•"u ll'olltJu viii. 7"'1 
Trocht folohrod, ond that lubtilitr. 1414 CAlTON Fobltl of 
IIi top Y. •ill, Tho ocr~nt . . ol••• rho chold th•ouah hoo 
vrnym. 1417-l ThroWl<lotr D. I. 41· • 141t Thrvrhrloc• 
D. I. o h) . .. 500 Co • ...tdl D•-•u oos in llul. E.P.P. I. i) 
Fror thet wu thru)ht 1 chen• . 15oo-ao o..,,...__. Pon.• alu. 
It Thnacht Skomu nou thai put • prok. - Throucht l~tt 
B. I. ll· tJol - Gold. T"'l' a8 Doun chrou tht f):<• 1 
ryuir nn. 153) Col. Anr. R.c. O..~in (1&119) 396 Such 
mcrct\und• . . u C'Um throw Oamentown. 1545-7 in 
Artlo~rolotitJ XXXIV. 41 Throwrh th< ••k•. 1596 Throuch 
I••• B. II. 41· 1674 B .. 'VIHT So•l•l E.d,. 140 [H•l moy foil 
. . thro • broktn brida•- 111679 Hoaa£1 RAtt. (t68t) PtTf., 

1"hrou thr workina of S.lotf. 1709 Paroo Dtof>Oiti"l 
Sh•f>hJTdi, Wand'rinr thro' th<lonrly Rocke. 1'!"'4 RA,.IAT 
Vruo,. i, Throch frtdom. our rrrcdorn b blotu with rhit 
oko••· 111751 - B•••JI Twudtid• i, I'll owa' to bonny 
T•~d oid•, And Itt my dnry come throw. 1171 W. 
WauutAN Do)·b••- f!l Nottblu . (1978) I. tu Srnt piK'< 
'Th••• Youna Men'• Dutho' lu to Mr John Fraur, 
T~bocco l'lant, Livcrpool thro ]01iah Child. 1119. rte. 
lace 'TIIO~'CH odo. ond r...j. A. y). 1904 R. GAONJTT wt. in 
A. Monnrr Fotd Modoa FotJ(t97t) io. 961f Conrod .. paid 
ll • ,. .. k thro l'inkrr it would be • vrry conoidrnblc hrlp. 
191'/ E. E. Cu•t.,IHC.S IAI.l Sov. (1969) 40. I...., th~ thin1 
thru, alone. 1911]rn/. NDt. D'"tlll Aww. VIII. 6o9ft Ao­
loo:. thna our d11ly_papcrt tnd our meauinu. 1971 BiotA 
K'orld Mtr. 37/1 When 1hr wuz liulr and thr hed llUtlt,...d 
thN 1 •~ntcncc. 1971 ltot Cot Oa. 11/o A\'lilablr lot S 
l) pel riaht thru to Mk lOS ir R'tllla ror 16 not H. 

, .. 3-_. 11uri, 3-6 thurf, 8 -9 (dial.) tbruff. 
c U90 Sr. BttF~da• 1~9 inS. li"6- Ln. I. II) l>urf ou~ 

louudn are«. •11300 F'"l"'· Pof>. Sc. (~"n~rht) I. 11 Thurf 
da: & :hutf ni)t. a 1500 Cloolrl• of Britt.,.... s•o in I lui. 
E.P.!'. I. 129 Thurf )'OUr sood he io ..... "lloo l'u;co 
~~lJ~fJI. Croll. T_ltruff tlrtd tltn.JJ. i.r . throuah •nd th~u,h. 
l' u h. 116.t Tl!too!HYIO!'f N~r1Te. Fo,..,rr. 0 . Sl\·1# 1.1. •• 
1>1nn'd plow thruff it m' all. till FD<" ~It .. f,.,.. ISJ Go 
thntfr _}'on rf"Cd ·btC homr. 

B. ~ iRnification. 
I. pr~. Thr preposition expressing the 

rrl~tion ·of transition or direction within 
something from one limit of it to the other: 
primarily in reference to motion in apacr, hrntt 
m various derived sensei. 

l. a. From one end, 1idr, or 1urface to the 
oth~r or opposile rnd, side, or surface of (a body 
or a apace) by passing \\ithin it; usually implying 
into, at one end, side, etc. and out of at the other. 

(Esprnaina mo~mmt Cor t'atrnsion) cithn to u to 
ptncturt> 1h~r tubstlnc~t of 1 rhma. or aJonr • Puu.rt' or 
openi"raiRady r.1lsnna in II.) \\"nh varlou• wh.. of mobon 
formir.a p~poaitionol phn ... : d . ~ASS e . 58 0. au" c . t 1· 1 5. 
ftC • 

11700 (oeo A. o). 1950 Looodu./. G01p. Mon. vii. tJ 
lnnseonaulltrh nuruo pot1. • •-i~d. , Ganaae inn 1>uth 
)>Rt nnrwe&nt. t1400 D""· Ttoy4977l.cd ••~ I'Oiord~o 
)>ro mony lana ehaumbun . . ~rah many 1ay AI>'· 1446 
Rt,;ur. A/w.doo. (Maitl. Cl.) I. •4S A lonynal)11nd )>row tho 
rnur buwix twa old 11or.e dyk<o. 1490 CuroH E•l)·do• av. 
6o Fyru .• ooda)'flly Knte throuah• the clo<~dro rn JI"Ct< 
trmpnt~ ot>d murmure. 1511 FIIH£a Wlt1. (1876) JIS To 
condyth that people thurwh the dearrt•. JU7 N . T . 
(Gone•.) JoAo iv. i Ht mull ned<S ao tllroush (1516 
'ttNOUI thorowcl Samaria. 16o5 CurotN Rtw~. 193 An 
ntrume cold wind•r•ucd thr01h hiaoidu. r,..e Cootllll. 
Will,.,..., Co. xl, I any penon Row .. throuah London· 
Bridae. on tho Flood-Tide. 1751 joHNSON /Jin No. 15 P 2 
Seuntrnn1 about the Shop with her ormo throush hrr 
pockrt-holro. 11!41 THACUOAY Vo•. F11i1 uxii, Gcor~ .. 
wu lyin1 .. dudh with a bullet thtoush hio hrort. Mod. 
Thoro lo a path t rou1h thc wood. 

b. Denoting transmiuion of light, or of sight, 
by an aperture or a transpnrcnt medium; alsofil· 
(See olso LOOK v. 10, IBE tl. :14.) 

13 , , C~110T /If, IIU9 (Gon.) l>e IUnt brmr laa thru 
IC•It. thoru) J><alu. t 1316 CIIAIICBO Ko1.'1 T. 217 Th<~r1h 
a wyndow .. I I• cut hio eye vpon Emrlyo. 1640 Nuen 
8tid1 111. II, A plsmic that cannot be dioccrnrd but throuah 
• multiplyinr alu. i744 l'or1 Dm. Po11. Pot try I! l'ltty to 
the Codo ohould ohine throuah the Poem. 17M Gou• .. t. 
Vic. W. avi\Thuolnatantroofeunnlnr. which ohe thuuaht 
lmp•nctrab r, yot which ovor1·body oaw throuah. 1151 
DrcM•Ho lJ/•ola Ito. viii, 1\!n. Pordiulo . . hod bten 
re4ordin1 him rhroush hrr oprctoci<S. 

(b) tllrot4gh-th.lanl adj., uaed with rrference 
to Hght mensurrment In which It Ia the light 
polling throu11h the lena of the cnmrra that is 
meneurcd (the aame llght that would form the 
Image). 

1965 For11l Enqc/. Pltotol'· (reY. ed.) I. sHit Throush· 
lhc-ler' expo1ure meuurrmrn1 hu 1he advanuge . . aha1 the 
mecer coli rccolvrollaht from cl&cl): the oamo oubjcct field u 
lo tokcn in hy thr l•no. 1977 J . Jlroorcoo Plt•totrllpAtr'a 
llonrlblt, 14/3 Solid otote throu1h· the-lcno mrtcrin(, aoom 
ltnau motor-drive are aU r,•n of an evcr--w1drmn1 
'o~otc.;. • built oround the oinal< rno trlln body. 1984 Wloor 
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